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CIIArTlj^R XLIX. 

WAORAUl 

Tho Aretidnke uncctAscinus. of ^danger—MacdonaV’’* 
«Uarg(>—UfigAtuiiia woonded—Ttie batlle-fi^d nf Wa* 

gVo.'i—" 

on the* HclKien r^i 


Juke Chwlea, *' forced t^T anihie, aoi^ I am 
letting ieP portion of theiA pasa over.” 

•* Vtrr/ good," rejoine^ the ^aiperor; *> but do 
not let too RvutJ|[ of them come across.” ** 
Nnpoloon b^t now seven bridi'es con!fple$.b, 
-TeMimany •rf Sttvary-DMcwtpf tife ! and he had t'ro^sjd in such a way as to taW tho 

• UdKian rfast—Tbj ^tnp^or 'Fvam'is Hceki. enemy in flank,,lind Jo deprive him of all adyan- 

ATM Itia 4 nfrasTirvWSnnnnta 

an inodS- 

Bant series df •skirmislies, os they took tlioir 
positions on the iield of Wagram. Nigiifcame. 
A col.'A, denso fog settled downjpver the unshel- 
tere^tropps. Tliero was no wood on tho plain 
forf/irt'ft Kach roan throw b'jnsclf down on the 


erffbe—Interview between Nolioleon and M. Bilbao—] tage from hll intrenclimonts. Du^d 
toarlli treaty #vltli Austria—the yoHiig assassin— I 

Coiiliu'ssofAlesimUw-—Defeat t*i' tlielTunrli at Tala-1 “rpBO,* ,1*®**®“ through 


opli 

verii—ProlSamBtion 'to lJuiirary—War In Spain— 
tv lint of jO'dliiliiiB of theoEiiKitth Hrtdlers In Spaiii^- 
LeUer'tji ihe Pope—ftdstllity of flic Papal (Nyurt— 
Kome %tiiietiu(| Jo Franco—Eapendilures in Italy. '> 


T^hb fonrth of July, _ 1809, was dark and __ _ _ 

gloomy. As night' caHie‘'on, the wind rose to a ! w/x gror..yl»shivering wirfi cold,.and 8^®?* s® ke 
tempest. Heavy iclciltls blackened the sky, and j ci yhb ® 

a 1 . _ •_ a..._i.. rui. _ _ 1 _..-.--.J _ t _ _ . 1*1 _»_ srr. 


tlio ruia fell in torrents. '}^ie4ightfltng gleamed Napoleon, however, did not* sleep. He rode 
_jKiviilly, and heavy peals oRthunder shook the in the darkness to all points of tlie wid®ly-®x- 
eiicatuprnent of the lArstile armioe. It was a tended field, that ho might^ith his own eyes 
f vourable hour for the gigantic enterprisef At j seethe poiitibn of his trooM.» At midnight ho 
the voice of Napoleon, tlio whole anny was in. sent for .f?l the marsbal8iSi<r gave them the 
motion. To liewilder Hhe A ustrians, Binraltaueous ' most minute directions for xue prSceedings of tio 
attacks were made on all points. At oneb, hij.?' onsuingSt kty. '~h was his principle to give Als 
hundred guns of the largest bote rem thtonl^ direeti''ngiT(lpffmerely so that tliby might bo nn- 

d^.^ ud, butl^ plainly tliat by no possibility 
coi^d tlioy b% inisnuderstot^. For J^rce days 
and three nights he bad allowed liimsdf no re- 


witli their detonations. The. glare of bombs and 
shells blended 4 j;ith the flashes of the lightning, 
and the thunder'^f Napoleon's artillery mingled 
with tlio thuudev cf the heavens. Never haa/i 


- ... pose whatever. the earliest alawn of tlie next 

I war exhibited a \bc.;tiicle more sublime ancr morning the battle was renewed. For twelve 
anTul. Napoieou rode up and down- the bank long J^ours, three liiuytred thousofid men, ex- 

_!a.l- _I*.-A. __ tii- -ft*...-.-.- -.-.J _^ _t__ _ /» •_<* -A_ a _t_ 


,with perfect cehnni'ss. IJi.s oltu;e’’8 omb^men 
seemed to imbdio his sjurit, and all performed 
' their f^otted task without confuuon or etnbar- 

A •Cll** II . . . A A-* .. 


, .wflodnfg shells, the rolling of tho thunder, 


tcndfiifc ki denst^masses of infantry afid cavalry 
along an undnlating line nine miles in length, 
fired iiilo"!!i*oh others bosoms with bullets, grape- 

___I ^^1 ____I 


ra'%’neTit, n'^B'dlcss of fJjt? ntin* tlie ballots* the pri^t, cannon-balls, and shells. Sabre crossed 


rohre, and bayonet clashed against bayonet, os. 

_r- *_ _ A» I__ .. I . _f_ A_• 


and tlft lerrifie cannonade. All Vienna- wa^squadrons of Lorse and columns Jf infantry were* 
roused from its slumber by this awful outburst |jij;iicd agaiust'>ach'other. _\Vuolo battalion-^ 


of war. The enterprise Avas highly nuccossfuln, 
At tho earliest dawn of the morning, a ‘ most 
imposing spcctacTo was presented to the e^es of 
both if?.nies. The storm had passed away. Tho 
s^y was cloudless. One of the most serene apd 
los’uly 0 % sumrr^ mornings smiled upon the 
scene. The rising snu glittered on thousands of 
bayonets, ani^ helriftts, and plumes, an^l gilded 
banners, and*gaily-qapnrisoncd horses prancing 
over tho ploiuf S^nty thousand men had 


alrwdy passed the river, and wore in line of 
battle, and tho bridges were stUl thronged with 
borse, infantry,.amt artillery, crowding over to 
the iield of conflict. The French«sold|frs, ad¬ 
miring the genhis of their contnwnder^who had 
so safely ^anspoi ted them across" tho D|nubc, 
greet^l him as he rode along their Knes with 
enthi^ptic abbots of "Vive iS'linpereurj” The* 
ArchiilukB-^Brlei^was by nil means aware of 
the peril with wmeh he was threatened. He 
supposed that it would take *at least four-andg 
twenty^omrf^ fte French toixross the river, 
and that ha have ^ple time to destroy 

one-half of tbeunny before ^e other halfbonld 
come to its He stood upon the heights 

of Wagram, lii'e ride of his brot&r Franci^ 
the Empero]^ who ^ru questioning as teethe 

state of affairs, ^ * - 

" The French hasp, uuf'^^dh- 


moltcd^away before tho < 


disciiiu^ge of eleven hun¬ 
dred pfec^ of awillery. No mairin eit\|er arm^ 
seemed to pay any morq,wcgard to tho mis.siles 
of death than if they had been snow-flakes. 
Nupoleoi^was |vcrywhefb prqaent, encouraging 
his meii, and sharing with tnem every peril. 
rTbe ground was covered the Jodies of tho 
grounded and the W conceivable form 

or mutilation. The iron hoof of Jhe 'Jar-horse 
trampled the mamed visage and the splinterock 
bones of shrieking sufl’erers into the dost Thou¬ 
sands in either army, wlio were in search of yfdty 
on thafti bloody* hold, %uid only protracted, 
agony, a horrid death, un^ttcr oblivion. 

yASsena, lliough very severely wounded by a 
recent fall from Ins horse, wasjrMjait, giving 
Lh,i$ orders from aiA open carriBgi.r^ whicli be 
|i^ swathed in bandages. In the heat of the 
battle, Napoleon, upon his snow-white charger, 
gallomd toathe spot '■'h're Massena-, from his 
ebarim, w,as urging onJiSis men. i^^^rfect storm 
of caimfln-balls ploughed the groui^axound him. 
When Napoleon eniia/his impetuous marshal iti 
thejpiist of the conflict, his unyielding 8<ml 
triumphing over excruciating bodily pam, he 
exclaira#!^' Who ought ' i vnr death when ha 


.quite' a br> 
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aecs liow the bravJ^p prepared to jncet it|”i^lieroe% ariO ^url an ^iftessane tempest of lead 
The l^pcror iminwliatoly alighted Trom ms; against their bosoms, * But the stern warriors 


iiorso, ftid tookna^eat i>)( the sicle of the tflarshal. 
He iujormed him of a moven^Uthen in prn- 
JsiBss wliicii hb hojtod woifld bo^eeisivo. Point- 


infifto tlic distant towers of N^isiedel, he indi- 

TV_i _ •a 1_ l.fT „ 1 _ 



close in and uf the frightfti gaps mpdb at 
every discharge, and still prosS forward. Mac*' 
dontdd j|ias conimtinicated bis o^ settled purooso 
to eoni^^ier pr to die to his de'^ote'd followers. But 

I , V . . . J . 1 * 2jJg gju._ 

. afone in the niidsc of 
I IbokahacR upon bispath, jfiud ns 
artillery, and cavalry were to pierce the enemy's ' iar as the cy^ can reach he^ees the bourse of his 
centi%. Just tlien, tliero came up at a gallop a j heroes by the bfack swdrth of (UT..^ mon that 
hundred pieces of artillery, making tile very j streVhes like * Huge serpent ovejtlet^phiinT Ontr 
earth to tremble beneath tbeir pondena^ jjteels. j of the sixteen thousand mcJi with wHiichte started, 
Behind tliis biitfbrv, in solid column,'foll^vcd i hat iifteen hundred ate left Ijesidc liioS. IVnoiii 
the infaiilry of Macdonald, wit^ "their ffl;cd ! of every eleven havf fallJIti. And here at length 
bayonets. Thgn came fourteen ' vegitnef '-' of | the tired horp pauses, and sAveys with a stern 

and anxious IMs few remaining followers. 
Looking away to wlicre Ms Emperor sits, he se... 
the^diirk masses of the'Old Guard’in motion, 
and the shining helmets of the brave cnirasMors 
sweeping to his relief. ‘J'Torward I' breaks from 
J'o iron lips. The rolling of drums and the 


ctiinissiers of the Guard, with sabres long accus¬ 
tomed to be bathed lii blood. The hundred guns 
instantly cortnnen^ed a most treincndons-can- 
notiade upon tlpf egemy's lines, anc^^hc iiiSc>mi- 
^ble column inovk’ sternly on. The Austrians, 
^owly retiring in front, but rd^wng in sn cither 


side, opened across firo upon tlnf^vanciiigi failing of trumpets answer the vf’ley that smites 


-- y --- . 

column, while the Archduke in pfttr'.’T!'hnstemid 
to meek the terrible cri'-is wliiclf was appnweh- 
ing. AWevery step huge chasiUB were made in 
the reifks. 


cifc exhausted column, sindtho next ninmont 
seeti piercing the Austrian centre.^ The d.ay is 
won, the cinjiiro saved, and Vi’holc Austrian 


army is in full retreat.” 

“Nothing,"lays Headley, “could exceed th^ “In the height of the danger,” says Savary, 
sublimity and terror of tlio" scone. The whol(r| “Napoleon rode in front of the lino upon a horse 
interest of •the nrmieif*»*8 (joncentrjitdl here, 


where the incessant and rapid roll of tbc'^ciinnon 
told liow desperate was the conflict. Still Mac¬ 
donald slowly advanced, fjiough ins number? 
were diminishing, and tlio lierco battery utVlifs 


as white as snow. Ho proceeded from ono ex- 
treiKity of the line to the other, iind returned a^ 
a slow pace. Shots were flying nhoufe him itiy 
every directii«i. ke’pt Uehini[ ’’dtli niy eyes 
riveted upon him, expecting e,vcry iporat * to 


head was gradually becoming silent. EnvebpHd ! see him fall (r^un his horse. T.hc Emperor Inul 
in the firo of^ antagonist, tlig guns had one by ; ori^ored tliat, as soon ns the opening which he iii- 
'orm been dismounted, and, at tlie dist.'iiice^''i;.' tended to make in the enemy's ccutrc should 
mno and a ^nlr from where ho started on lii^iftavo beeif effected, Clio wdiolo cavalry should 
awful •isson, IMaeddmild founll himself without eharge, and wheel round* upoR the right wing of 
a protecting battery, Idul a centre still unbroken. ' 

Marching over the wreck of his gun.'-, andpush- 
iciid of " ‘ ' 


the ift.iistrians.' ; 

As Napoleon, with Iifk glass, earnestly watched 
the advance of Macdonald through this tcrrilic 


ing the naked l|cad of bis etdninn inV:j the open 
field and into tlw devouring cross-fire of tlu: storm of grape-shot and bn! 
Austrian artillery JjUnoiUinued to advance. The ' several tiine.s, “ What a hrm** 
carnage then beilirn?fcc!blo. At every <lft- miles Macdonald forced his d! 

jTI 


tj^ougl 
inJrots, be^exelaimed 
c I" For three 
loo?|j^way, piercing. 


chargcalie liead of that colinnii disiippcared as , like a wedge, the masses (jf the Napo- 

if it sank into the earth, #hilc the outer ranks | leon kept his eye anxiously upon the tower of 
on either side melted liRo snow-wreaths on the ; Noiisiedol, where Davoust, with a powerful-rorcp, 
fiver’s brink. Still Mncdonfiyi towered unhurt was to attack in flank the wiim of the Austrian 
amid bis fulling gu^^l; and, with his^oye fixed: army cuto^ by Macdonald, length the can- 
stcadily upon the enemy’s centre, moved sternly ; non ofcDavoust jycrcseen to pa^ the tower, and 
on. At the close and discharge of ^icso the slopes of the. plateau beyond were enveloped in 

cross batlttUM at its mangled head, th.at column ' the amojie of his Are. “ Tiie battle is gained 1" 
W'oidd somnlftes stop and At.agger buck likcwAij exclaimed Napol|ou. Bessibres was immediately 
strong ship when smitten by n wave. The Hext i ordered to clmr^ with the cavalry of the Guard, 
moment the drums w'onid beat their hurried Riding through a tempest Bt cannon-balls at the 
charge, a tid th e calm, steady vuiecsof ^I^donald^licad of bis men,«he was spurring furiously for- 
wouUi rinfpMKck throu^ his exhausted*rauks,' ward, when a heavy shot in full sweep struck his 
nerving them to the s.amc Jksperato valour which horse, and huflod it, torn and shatteacd, from 
filled his own spirit. Nmjl before was such a . iind^r him. Bessiercs was pitched headlong to 
charge made, and it scorned at cverjP indent the ground, covered with blood and dust, and ap- 
that the tom a^ mangled mass must Weak ^ parentlydbad. Napoleon, in anguish, averted his 
and fly. ^ ^ eyes, an|t turning his horse, said, “ Lot us go 

■“ 'f ho Austrian cantmn arc gradudlly wheeled I iavo no ^me to weep." A cry of grief rose 


ftronnd tilUtl^oy^^lretcli iway in p|p,l 
like two wails of nre,' on each side o^b 


.llel lines, j from thh i|(hole battalion of tbs Guard, 
ibis hand of i Vhe Emper<)£^8eut ^avary to scojf the mamlfnl 
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PEACE PROPOSALS FROM THE AUSTRIANS. 


^as still alive? Most sin B^si&resJbouKV 

^inn{.%, was but slight}^ wouudell. When Na¬ 
poleon ncKt safT him aticL.' the battle, he said— 
“ Tlfe ball which ^rnckyoul^iua/shn],drew tears 
from all my Gtiard. Return thanks to it It 
ouph^ to bo ver^ dear to you.” At thrSb o’clock 
ill the afternoon ,49b Arcl^^^^Chdrlos? leaving 
, t^nty-four thoiasand men, ^wounded or dead, 
stretched upon the mlain, and twc'krc thousand 
prisoners i:i the lintjus of’th^French, gave orders 
for a gencjaii but cautious retreat.'* The Emperor 
Frarx’is,' JKmtbe towers of tho-Iippcrialrcsi.ieiyie 
' of WollicA^^ihad watched thcikprograss of thisj 
disastronsa battle. In the deepest dejection ho 
inoifntcd his horse, a^ sought tlie protection of 
the retreating amy. 

Napoleon had performed a/eat which, more 
iJhan any other ho tpver performed, astonished 
the world. Ho had crossed the bvoadcst river in 
Europe in the face of an army 150,000 strong, 
supplied with all the most destructive implemeiijs 
of war. lie liad acco'nplishc.d this witli such^^ 
cition, rapidity, and ^curity, as to meet nW 
nnemy on the'ir own ground with equal numbers. 
The Austrians could no longer keep tho Held, and 
Austria was at ,Uio mercy of the conqueror. 

As soon as fh^onllict had terminated, N.apo- 
loon, siccording to his custom, rode over tho hihY 
jof battle. Tho plain was covered with lli* 
wounded and tho dead. Twenty-four thouspo,d 
Austrians and cighteou thousand of the l'%ench 
army were wclU riug in hluoJ. Tlie march of 
IMucduimUrscolunin^as specially distinguishable 
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liis hand, saying, “ Acccr^^Tit, Macdonald. Let 
Irhere bd do more aniiuosity between us. Frutii 
this dny wo will bo friends. _ I>will send you, as 


grns{)pd tho proffered kunil, 
cyps tilled witli tears lyid his 
ced with ciitotipn, ‘‘ Ah, laife, wt Are 
iio,»life and for death !”^® ’ 


a pledge oLnJ sincerity, yonr marshal s staff, 
which you iieye so* gloriously earned.” Kuo- 
donald cotiIIbIIm^'j 
exclaiming, as jna i 
voitu chok^ 
now united 1 

Napoleon'leqpgniseil among the slain acolontd 
who had given iiim cause for displeasni^i. lie 
stoppyi, and gazed for a momcqt sadly upon his 
moriiated body stretched upon the gory field, 
atw’^aid, with emotions whlBli every generous 
h^rt will ^derstand, ” I regret not having been 
a 5 JI /0 spi'M to him before tly} battle, in ordi r 
to tell him that 1 hud long forgotten every¬ 
thing.” * 

;^poleon, having taken Jie utmost care of ’ 
t\^woimdod, was seized burning fever, 

the efl'cet of loiig-continj;^ ^posiire and ex- 
hfinstion. He, however, indulged himself in mit 
a few Lsurs of rest, and then uipuntcd his horse 
to overtah^^Sd guide the columns which were 
puwuiijgtlio^omy. A violent storm tfatne on, 
ana the rain f'dlin torrents. ^Niipoleyi, though 
sick and weary, sought no shelter iirom tliu 
dreiicliitig iloud. He soon ovdlrtook the troops, 
and found that Mnrmont had received from tho 
|«AustrjfiDS proposals fur an annistiAs. With tho 
utmost relnctiincc, Napoleon had been forced 
into this coiiilict. He had nothing to gain by 
it, and eveiythiug to fear. Promptly he acceded 


by*the trmn of dead bodies tt-hicii lay along its Wrrtho first overtures for peace. “It has been 


.tiblU 

^ - .'iriic. xhe multitude ol the wounded wb.s so 
great tSnt, four days afler.tho bkttle, tho muti¬ 
lated bodies of those still living were found in 
the ravines and hcncntls the traiiiflcd graisk. 
The vast battle-field <i Wagram extended over a 
^space ncaily nbie miles long and three or^four 
^inilc.s wide. The weather was intensely* hot. 
A? blazing sun glared fiercely upon them. Flics 
in swan.'q liglited upon their festering wonnds. 
And thus these mangled victims of war lingered 
through houA and days of inconccivabl# agony. 

The Empifi^r frequently alighted, and with 
his own hand aiRninist^red relief to the wounded. 
The love of those poor men for tho Emperor was 
60 strong that tears of gratitude filled their eyes 
as he approached them with words of sympathy 
and deeds of kiJiness. Napoleon dligh^d from 
Ills hoile to minister to a young oifiepr whoso 
altull had been fractured bw a shot; he .knelt 

1......,.:j.. !?•*. _t-* _.1_•* _ 


beside him, felt bis pulse, and with*his ownj^ 
handkerchief wiped the blood^nd dust from his*^ 
brow and lips. The dying man slightly revived, 
and recognised his Emperor kneeling os a nnrsej “jwoped to I 
by his side. Tears guslied into his eyes; bufj joined^ma 
Jio was too weak to weep, and ssan breathed his " 
last. 

After having traversed the field, Napblebn 
inspected the soldiers who were to mamh in pur¬ 
suit of the enemy. He met Macunfld. A 
* coldness had,for some time existed b^weun tl:^m, 
which had been increased by malevolance and 
misrepresentatiop. Napoleon stoppe^andoil^ed 


t-lisffasliion,” says Savary, “ to represent Napo-, 
loon as a man who could not cxi^ without going 
tjj^.ar; and yOiip tliroiighout^iis career, he^lia-# 
liver begn tlie first to make pacilio overtures, and 
I hiivo'oFken atri often s^on inilfcatiorft of tho 
deep regret lie felt whciMwcr he had to oinbark* 
in a now contest.” 

All thoyrmrslmls were jPtsern^lcd in theJ3m- 
jieror’s tent, and tfcc question of the proposed 
armistice was earnestly d^u ssed^ “Austria,” 
9ayl one party, “ is ^jjs^i’regpneilahlc enemy of 
tho popular government in Fraacc.* Unless 
deprived of the poiger of again injuring ns, she* 
will never cease to violate tho iqpst solemn 
treaties whetiover litere is a prospect of ad vantage 
from any violation, liotv^er llagraut, of the* 
public faith. It is indi->pc%ub]o to put an enS 
to riiese coalitions perpetually springing up, by 
dividing Austria, which is the centre of ^em 


• Macdonald was the son of a Scotcli itontlcman who 
joined the P^aenJer, and, after the hatUe of CnUoden, 
oAcaped to France. On tlio breaking oat of the French 
lioTOIi^or# Macdonald embraced its principles and 
Jolnedllioarmy. Upon I^apolcon's rcHSfa fironi F.gypt 
be waring egponsed his cause. In consequence of re¬ 
marks ho was reportciV ' have mode In reference to tiio 
consylmcv of Moreau, the Emperor had for some time 
reganed^lm with coldness- At Wairram he won hla 
mamhai'a stuff, llo continued tb^'althful friend of the 
Emperor Ahtil the abdication at ipntaliiebleaa. After 
the fall of Ijlapoleon, the new government made him a 

S fer of France and Cha^Uor of the Legion of Honour. 

e died in roria, la lolo, leasiM daughters, but no 
son. 
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all.” The other V^7 contended. “Should mcan^to emit hulls oft vessels in tne channels of 
Prince Charles retreat to the Bohemiah Mouif< the river, as he did* not wish to destroy the ° 
tains, there is ulivnger of an o^n declaration Scheldt by war oL defending it. si 
hrom Prussia; and Russia may ^iojthe coalition. In ten daya fifteen thousand of the Ebglish 

In anticipation of the great a^ final contiict troops were attacked by fever. They were 
evidently approaching jbetwew tHb South and dying thousands. Sevenj^cn days had wen 
tho Nfjrth, it is of the utni^st in^ortanco to con- employed in %rclqgf their' j^ost armament- of 
cMiate AdaJ ill, and tOfterftunateth^ar in Spain, fifteen hundred yesscls a few leagues up <'nie 
ih as to secure the rear in France,linil liberate the crooked channel of th^-ScUeldt. Lord Chatham 
two hundred thousand veteran golhiers engaged became discouraged. Foos thousand bad died 
in an inglorious warfare there.” of tho lever. Tirdve«th®usand oftitho sick had 

Napoleon listened patiently and in sllnncc to Ijeeh sliipped (pa England, many of )4hom died ^ 
tho arguments ou both sides, and then bi-oi^e npi by the way; aud the number onotlie ncfc-list was 
the conference wK-h tho decisive words, “ (iokjtle- daily increasing. A council of war was called, 
men, enough blood has been shed :.{f' accep^ho and it was determineif tot’^bandon the expedition, 
armistice.” , ^ The English retired, covered with confusion. 

Immediately after exchanging friendly mes- Napoleon wa|) exceedingly rojoiced at this 
saves with the Arcbdhke Charles, Napoleon set result. Ho said that hi» lucky star, which ft'’- 
off for Schonbniihjr there to use allhis exoffions a time hud'»8cemed .to* bo waning, was now 
to secure pcnc^*ofi to terminate the war'iq’a shining with fresh lustre. He wrote— i 

decisive effort. ^By^ipost extraordinary exertions, , “ It is a piece of tho good fortune attached to 
he raised his army to 300,000 men, encamped in present circumstances tl^r^ this same expedition, 
brilliant order ^n the heart of Austria.*- Ho re-nich reduces to nothing the greatest efforts of 
plcuished the exhausted caval/ty. lwees, and England, procures us an army of 80.000 meo, 
augmented Lis artillery to 700gnus. \^He which we could not otherwise have,tibtaincd.” 
thus prepitring fer any eme^f^ency, he 'did 'I'ho Austrians now saw thaj^dt was necessary 
everything in his power to promote the speedy to come to terms. The poHidious monarchy 
termination of fhc war. The h'rcnch and Aus-awas at Napoleon’s disposal. He was at tho 
triiiii plenipotentiaries met to arrange tho treaty”head of an army which could not be resisted; 
of peace. Austria endeavoured to prol<<(ig tlw spd he had all tho strong places of the empire 
negotiations, hoping tliat the English expedition undfi." his control; and yet he treated Francis f 
against Antwerp would prove so successful ns to with a degree of generosity and magnanimity 
compel Napoleon to withdpiw a portion of his which shoidi^, have elicited an honest acknow- 
troops, and enable Austria to renew hostili&cA ledgment even fr6m the pens of his envetu/med 
The whole mouth of August thus passed awniy. historians. Francis, finding it, vain any lorigmr 
The Englis^,^ on tlie yist of July, had landed to protract nfegotiations, resolved to ^end hi-s 
-iipgn the island Walclicren', wit the moutlb/if aidsde-camp, M. Biihiia, as a confidential agent 
the Scheldt. Lord Chatham was in ijiminand Napoloitn, “ who 8 litfuld,”sa 3'8 Thiers,“address 
.lof the d.^podifion. Eighty thousand «of the Na- himself to certain qualities in Napoleon’s cha- 
tionul Guard immeiwtely marched to expel factor, his good-nature ap'd kindly spirit— 
the invaders from the soil of France. Al- quafitos which were easily awakened when he 
thoyjth Napoleon ciAcrtained deeg. aversion was approached in the right way.", Napoleon 
for the vanity,” the umbidon, and tho pett.v received tho emissary with cordialitji'throw off 
jealousy of (jBcrnaiiitto, he fully appreciated all reserve, and, in the language of ingonuous- 
hia m^itary tibili^cs, (»iiAijntru.stcd to him Jtlle ness and sincerity, said— “■ 

cliicf Amiwind oi’ this force. Napoleon was “ If you will. deal honestly vPMi me, wo will 
neither surprised nor alariqpfl by tins formidable bring matters to a cofcfclusioB in forty-eight 
descent upffn tlio coasts, lie wrote— hours. I desire nothing from Austria. I have 

“Make no attempt to comst to action with the no great interest in procuring a million mofo 
English. A man is imt a soldi^. You« National inhabitants for Saxony or f6r Bavaria. You 
tlnards, your yonng conscripts, led pell-mell, know ^ery Veil that it is fori'my true, interest 
almost without officers, with an artillery scarcely either tp destroy the Austrian monarchy by 
formed, opposed to Moore’s soldiers, who 5iave sepamting tho three crowns of Austria, Bohemia, ; 
met the troops of the Gfa-and Army, wou^^ aud llifiigary, or to attach Austria to mo by a 
rerlainly bo beaten. The English must* be close jflliance. ^To separate the three crowns 
opposed only with tho fever of the marshes, will require more bloodshed. Though I ought, 
with inundations, and with soldiera behmd iu-1 perhaps, to settle the matter in that way, I give < 
tronchmeiit'jj In a mouth, the En^isln doci -1 you my word that I have no wish to do so. 
mated by fever, will return in confusiom" “ The secoiH plan suits me. But bow con a 

He enjoined itupon the French to defend Flush- friendly alliance be expected of your Emperor? 
ing—n fortification at the mouth of tka rigor-— He has good qualities, but he is swayed by the 
to the lost extrenaity, so as to keep the English violence animosity of those about him. 
as long as possibi|\ in the fever distrioi; imme- Thenf-w^d be one way of bringing about a 
diate^ to break the dikes, and tkus lay the si^ipere an^, firm alliance. It is /eported tha^ 
whole isloi^d of ^alchAen ifcider water; to the Emj^ror Francis is weui^ of his crewn. Let 
remove tiio fioet above Antwerp : bat by no him abdiclte in favour of his hpther, the Grand 

» *,■ •%. 1,1.^ a « • 
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Duke of Wiirfbnrp, wLoJikes raa^ nnd whom I 


Hki*. *110 is an nnlightcnid Priiict, witlAio pre- wo niBd% tjie latter a snperh present, and sent him 

••a*_ 'll* __j_Ml i. ^ I* J v._- t.s- I_ r. _- j .1 * <» I !• 


jftdiecs apainstFrBncc.mnd will not bo led by his 
minfetrv or by njo English, het tlKsbc done, and I 
■will withdraw from'Austria, w'ithont demanding a 
pnm nice ora farilung, notwithstanding i|)l the war 
has wst me. i slikil consider the repepe of the 
^jprld ns secured Jy that^cn# Perliaps I will 
' do still more, and give back tef AnstjiA the Tjrol, 
wliieli the Ravariai^ knW nTit how to govern." 

As NnpolMii Htttire^ t^iest yor^ he tlxi-d his 
eye^witlf*^ penetrating gazs upon M. llubtin. 
The An>lii(lg minister besitntiifcly replieih “If 
the Knipj^ror Francis thought nils possible, h# 
wo«ld abdicate iinnit'diaeely. IJc would rather 
insure the integrity his enipini for his su^-cos- 
borstlian retain The crown ujioniiis own head.”' 

“Well,” replied Napoleon.•*if that be so, I 
*'nntliori*e 3 0U to sayfhat I will gh’c up the whole ' 

_ . M _»1 •. _ ^ _ • ' 


so familiarly as to*pulf hin^by the iboustaches, 


away^fascinnted and grateful." 

On the 2 Ist jif Septenibei^hP. Bnbna appeared 
again at ScluiMninii with a letter from the Eni- 
pesor Franejp,ltating that the concessions which 
Napoleon had i||ade aaionnted to nothinj^, and 
thaji greater ones mnst still he proposed in order 
to render pm^ possibTe. • ^ 

On receiving this letter, Napoleon could not 
restrain a bnrstsof impatience. “ Your ministers," 
he exclaimed, “ do not even understand (lie geo- 
grnp% of tlieir own country. I reliinpusb iny 
cla’^ to more than a million ^ subjects. 1 linvo 
rained only wdiat is necessary to keep the ^rieniy 
from the ii^isau and the Inn, nnd wdiat is neces- 
foifto establish a contiguity ol'territory h twivu 
Itiil,v and. Dalmatia. And yet tlio Emperor is 
told that I have .abated nona 


^inpire on tlie iustunt, with somethin 
j'Oiir niH'-tcr, who ofrcii declares himself 
writli the till one, will ccile ittohib brother. 


! up the whole ; told that I have.abated non^of my elaims! It 
hiiig more, if i l^^iia tliey represent everjj^ng to tlie Einpe.ror* 
self dhigiisted . I'^incis. By deceiving liimm waj' they liave 


regards mtifuall^’ due^ietweeu sovereigns l3||dd 
^ine to propo'.Aiiu'tliiog on this subject. But ymi 


The led him to war. Finally,'they will lead liiij| to 


rum. 


Under the influence of these feelings, Ipo 
dictated a hi^^cr letter to the. Eiypcrorrif Austria. 
Uptin lfl!?hh«^)g more culm, however, he nlisfaim d 
fr^m sending it. remarking t.o M. Bnlwia, “It is 
not liecotniiijfin one Sovorcign to tel^anothcr, iii 
writhjg, * You do not know wlyit you ftiy.’ ” 

In all this delay and these subterfuges Napo» 


may liold inc as pledged slionld the supposition I 
make be rftdi/.'d. Ncvonlieless, I do not believe 
tjiat thi.s sacr.lif^ will be made. -In that <'iiso, 
not wi'liing to sp'panite tlie three crowns at thy 
cost of pro oiigi-d iioslilities, and not being able it> 

.secure to myself tlie reliable alliance of Anstrn^leon saw but continued evidence of tho impla- 
bv the tr.ansItT of tho crown to the Archduke olT c.ibl<?lio.stility of Austriii, which iii magnanimity 
AVar/.hurg, I am (breed to consider w lint is the | on his part laid been able to appease. lie mime* 
interest wlii^li Fr-uiceraay preserve in tliisnego-1 diately gave orders tliat the army slioiihl bepro- 
tiMion. Tenitories inGallicja interest meliltle% ijpred for tharesnr#ption of liostiliiics. Earnestly 
i''. Bolieffiiii not more; in Austria rather more, as ho di'sired peace, ho did not fear tho isS"cs of 
for they would*scrvfe to remove vQur fromiers far- j tWr. Negoiiatious having lieen for a few da^tt 


I 


Icon sent for h^ainbassador, M. 
saiil to hint, ‘‘ 1 wish ncgotiiT* 


ther (rom’oiirs. In Ital.v, France has ii gregt iii- suspended, Nuj 
terest to open a liroiid route tow'iirds Tiirkc 3 ' byj»t*!7ampagny, an 

the coasts of the AdriuPic. Infliieifre over tftc ' tiop.s <0 he resumed iiutncdiat(d3'. I wisli for 
hleditcrraneni) Sejicnds ujion iidinciice with tlie ' ponce. Donotflieslttiteahoiitalew miftonstnofe 
I’orte. I cannot have that iniliieiicc hut ii.y lie-. or less in the indemnity demanded of Austria, 
vmiiiig the neighbour of the Turkish cinpire. i Yield on that point. 1 ^ish to come to a con- 
By hiniJfriiig me front crushing the Eiigli.sh ns ' clus'on.'^ 1 leaire i^ all to v'ou."» Time woipaway 
often asl have been upon the point of doing so,»! niitil the middle of October, in disputes of the 
nnd obligiiijgnio t^ withdraw my re.soiirccs from. di|i]oir)ati.sts over the iniiiSkB At length, ttfi tho 
the ocean toiilie Continent, your mastift'has con-j Wth of October, 'jlffe^vaiy was sigi^ed. This 
.. . . . . . . 1 . .1 'w’asthe fourth treaty which AnSrriii had made 

with France wititiw sixteen A'cars. She soon, 
liowevcr, violated this pledge as perfidiously as 


strained mo tp iie.el% the land instead of the 
sea route in order to extend my itiflnejico to 
. Constantinople. Let us meet half-wa 3 ’. 1 will 
eonsent to fresh sac iticcs. I retioiinr’C tho uli 
pu.-Hi<klis. I clwmed three provinces m Bohemia; 
1 will say no more about tliem. I insllted 'upon 


she had hrokereflll the rest. 

Napftcon was full of sa4isrnction. "With theuff* 
rfio.st eordiality and freedom he expressed his joy. 
Upper Austriii to the Ems: I give tliQ Ems, j By the ringing of the bolls of the metropolis, and 
ami oven Traun, and restore Lintz. ,In»Ital 3 'I! the firing of cuiuiou in all the encampments of the 
will forego a part of Carinliiiii. I will r6tain«j army, tlie happ 3 f event was celebrated. In 
Villacb, and give you back Klagenf.irtfl. But I j ^enty-foiir boars ho had made his arrangements 
will keep Uaruiola, and the right hank of the : for his dejiarturo from Vienna. But a few days 
Save as far as Bosnia. 1* demanded of yvt i berorc diisi on the 12th of October, Napoleon was 
2,000,0(10 subjects in German,^ I will not re-1 holding a grandroview at Sehbnbruum A young 
quire of you more than 1,000,000. If yon will j man, ^out nineteen years of age, named Stops, 
come back in two diiys, we will settle all in a | presented himself, sai ing that be hud a petition 


few hours; while oar diplomatists, if we leave 
them alone, will never have done, aiid ^11 set us 
on a game to cut each other's tbroatf." 

“ After this long and amicable iifterview,* says 
Thiers, “in whidii Napoleon trca^cFM. Bubiia 


to^ffef to the Emperor. He was repulsed by the 
oWners. Tho obstinacy with which ho returned 
againnnd again excited suspicion. Ho was ar* 
rested ana sciwchc^and a sharp knife was tbund 
(xmceided in nis bosom, ar^entlj^ secreted for tf 
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criminal purpose. With perfect composure, he ^ him. The magistrateatofi Vienna','in a body, 
declared that it was his Intention to aHSttSupatethoi; implored: him (o sparelthe fortifications U' tli^ 
Emperor. The affair was made known to l^apo* , city. The Emperor refnsisd to ct^ply with the 
loon, who sent ftr Ahe lad. The prisoner cn- request. ^ c ^ ' 

tered the private cabinet of the j!rn{)oror. Hisj “It is for your advantage,” said he, “that 
mild and handsome coi^itenance, and bright eye j they shoq^d be destroyed. It wifl prevent .Pfvy 


beamh.g with intelligence, intei^ted Napoleon. 
“\Vhy,l’ said he kindly, “ did you wish to ^kill 
me? ITuv?*l’ever hRmed*j’ou?” €> 

* No," Stops replied; “ but yon are the enemy 
of my epuntry, and yon have mined it by war." 

“ But the Emperor Francis was the aggressor," 
Napoleon repliod, “not I. There wpuld^iiiive 
been less inju'.tlco i|) killing him." ^ 

“ I admit, hire,’’ the boy replied, “ that yo^ 
Mqjesty is not the author of the war.^rBut if tlie 
Emperor Francis wca'o killed, another like fiifti 


one from ngain exposing the <iity*ta the horrors 
of bombardment ro gfiifify pri\'^to ambition. Ijr 
was *xny intention *10 have destroyed them in 
1805. On the pre‘6enf**oc<l|sion I have been 
nndur the paiit^ul ^teeq^it^ of born^jirding the 
city. If tlie enon^ had not opened Mic^gates, I 
nn/st either havo'destroyed the qjtjjt!<ki#ely, or 
fAivo exposed myself to fearful risks. cannot 
exjiose myself to.thc cneouiitor of such an alR;r- 
nalive again." 

_.... . .. _ __ -Ali'On thus oJonucntly describes the destruc- 

would be put upon the throne. But if you tion of the foitiiiciKions, and his opinion of the 
were dead, it wouH not be easy to liiul such act:— ‘ t, . • 

Vnother.” ^ S “ JiTines laid previously boon constructed undcitsi 

The Emperor vfi^i t .ixious tosas'o his life, ami, the principal hii'.tions, and the successiie csplo- 
“ wj'h a magnanimity," s.nys Alison, “ which sions of one after another jirosciited one of the 
formed at times a rcimirk'iilde feature in his nip "aublime and moving ift>i-ct!iclcs of the whole 
chiiraclcr," inquired, “If I were tq.pardon you, 'revolutionary svar. The ramparts, dowly raised 
woiiM you icliquialt the idea of q^sasiiTnating in the air, suddenly swelled, and, bursting like so 

many volcanoes, .scattered volumes of 41iiinc and 
smoke into tlic air. Showers of jffotics and frng- 
iHcnts of masonry fell on all sides. The subter- 
niaeous fire ran along the lines with a smothered 
nmr which froze every heart with terror. One 
(’orvisrfrt teported tliat he was peribctly ‘nltfi-avpther the hu'tions were heaved np and 

c\|d<)ded, till the city was einvlopcil on all sides 
by ruins, and the rattle of ^he falling masses 
^ oku the uwfu?'stiMness of tlio capital. Tins 
crufl dev.astatioii produced tlie most jJrofouiid 
impression at Vienna. It exii'pcra'.ed the t^eojilo 
more (haii could liavo been done by the loss of’ 


me .■ ’ < (1 

“ Yes," the young fanatic replied,**“ir we have 
pence ; no* if we Ipive war." • 

TJie Kmpercr requested the physieiiiii Corvioart 
to exiiniim: liim, and ascertain if lie were of sound 
mind. 

sane. lie was recoiiducted to jirison. Though 
Napoleon contemplated pardoning him.liowe.s 
forgotten in the pressure of*i)vent.«, mid, 
the departure of the Emperor fiir I’uri', he was 
brought before aniilitary cornmission, condemne^it 
and escented. l^e remained uiinxleiiting to the 
hist.'*^ i *"‘«!dtalf tiie monarchy. 

One day (len"f!il llapp was soliciting^ fsT the , •■*^ri*cse riRnparts were tlje glory of the citi- 
jnftmotioiirif two'ollieers. ' ' zens; shaded by trees, they lltrmed delight- 

*“ I cannot make so ihbny promotions,’’ said ful piddic walks; (h.y were nssoetated with 
Napoleon: "Bertliier hq^alreadyrriadeniedo too the most heart-stirring eras of their history.^ 
niiicll k; that wnv.JJ Then turpiiijj to I.anristoii, Tliey had witli-slood all the assaults'of tlie 
he continued, ‘‘ Wo did not get on so fast in oiir Turks, and been w’itncss to the lieroi>-m of 
time, liid we? •! conriJmed many years in (he .Maria Theresa, To destro;^ thesa. venerable 
rank of licjjtennnt." t '** ' ' *•! iiioimment^ of Pinner glory, not ineflic lory of 

“ Tliat may be, sire." (leniral Lapp reidicd ; ■ assault, not under the pres'^re ofviceessity, hut 
“ but you have since made Ui-flauunisly for your: in cold blood, niter peace had been signed, and 
lost time." • | when the invaders were preparing to withdraw, 


Napoleon laughed at the repaAte, and granted was justly ll-lt as a wanton and imjnstiliable act 
iere(iue.sl. / ' ' of military oppression. It bronglit the bitter- 

he, left A’ienna, ho gave orders for the ness of cifRunot homo to every man's breast; 
?ing of the mines which liad been coi4- ‘ the iron haff pierced hito the soul of' the nation. 


the 
As 

springing ... . ...... ...... -,-- - ---- .— 

^htrneted under the ramparts of the rnpifal. He: As a incSts^pe of milimry precaution, it seemed 
knew that .-Austria would embrace tlie lir.-.t oppor- j ■miecessary, when ttese walls had twice proved 


tumty to enter into another coalition against 


” “An nilvvniuro of n itllTfrcnt ctiaratti^,” £iiys 
Alison, “Wlol Niipuli-im at Scbiiiibvinin during tins 
|i(>riuil. A young Aiistrinn bidy, of attractive ner>-im 
and noblo tnnnly, lell so desporalely in love wall the. 
renown of the ICin|>eror, thiit slie hevame willing 4ii 
Nitunllee to him tier perMin, and was, by Ucr own deiilrk 
iutroiliiecd. ftt night, into his H)>nrtnient. Kiiimleon viA 
so much atruek with the ititleH.s slinplicity of thWpoiir 
girl's mind, and me ..Icvoted chnrneter of Inn:* pnsMon, 
that, aftcrwoinc convoi s ition, lio Utd hea re-conducicd, 
tutouched, to Ucr'ow n ^ue.* 


nnablo to arrest the invader; as a preliminary 
to tho cordial alliance which Napoleon desired, it 
ww in the highest degree impoUtie." 

By tlie treaty Vienna. Napolson extended 
niul strengthened tlie frontiers of Bavaria, that 
his a11y,inight not be again so defeueelesslv ex¬ 
posed to Austrian invasion. He added fifteen 
imndrod •‘‘hix.sand souls to the kingdom of 
Saxony. Tifts he enabled the portion of en- 
frnnclfiscd and'begeneratcd Poland rescued from 
Prussia, mofe difi'cctually to guard against being 
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again ravage^bj'Amtrian troops.** The infant | not to embark in tlie antcryiise, vhicli still en¬ 


listed all his Bjmpathioa Alexander, howqver, 
%oinplaifted bitterly that Pmssian Poland had 
beensrestorcd, and that thus the danger of the 
final restoration of the wlidlo kingdom was in¬ 
creased. l^iejjfColJQCss of Alexander, and the 


kingd^ of Italy, Ausbrsan hoofs'bad tj^pled 
in the dust. Napolemr enhirgel its territory, 
tbat^it niighlftbe able*to nrcs^it a more for¬ 
midable front Uf its despotic and gigantic neigh¬ 
bour. His oriy object seemed to bo so to ^ creased, mejeo 
8trft%then hia aUies a.s to protect tfiom and j daily-growiegiiratility of the haughty Erapross- 
Franoe from mtu^ nggtfvioib Napoleon j Mother and of*«ie nol)fe% rendered it moft and 
^one less than this, the >TOrid,iflight justly have j mosc evident tlfat FiUjico would soouj^ iftvolved 
reproached him wi^h wpaksess alW folly. In again in diftjulties withfliat mighty deapotiira 
doing no more than this, ]|ie signally developed 1 which overshadowed with its gloom tlie bound- 
the nati^fi^gencrosiiy ^f Ids miaracter. Ills leas regions of the north.** • 

TOodbratlbri astonished his eneipies. Unvdlljpg' Aljson, in the following terms, condemns Napo- 
to re»Sgnis* %iny magnaniminr in Nnpoleom! leomTor his moderation in not wresting from 
they nlltrwed themselves to accuse him of the | Auiiria and Russia the PoliiJi provinces: “ Ho 
most unworthy motius.* | nAre tliau once touched on the still vilmtting 

“ When corapired." says Locldiart. “ with the j of msh nationality, and by ajvord might 

signal triuipphsofthecampn%n at Wagram,tho J>«ve added two hundred tlfousHiiiT Sarmatian 

' terms on wbicli Napftleon signed the peucc were to hi| stnndjird; J)iit ho did not ventiii*© 

juiiversally looked upbn as renmrRublc for mode- step of rc-cs^bhshing the tlu'one^ 

TaUon. Ronaparte soon after, by one of the' the A# moasuro ot tho 

most extraordinarv Btens oi bis Personal history. I l)nchy ol Warsaw, potmanently excited 

the jealousy of Russia, without wiiiningwtlie 


most extraordinary steps oi bis personal liistory, 
liiruiMbed abundant explanation of the m^iires 
which liad iguided his diplomacy at Scli^- 
%ruim.” 

Acconlisig to such representations, Napoleon 
■was, indeed, a’ wiiyward lover, making his lirst 


support of Poland.” It is with sucli utiparul- 
lelod ijmistio* that history has treated Naiioleoii. 
His cilorts t« defend France from her miiltitudi- 
I nilus assailants arc alleged ns proois (if his iiisn- 


.fTtt V asA't tisoif I ... i - " l ii ii» • •• if 

addresses to ISlViii Louisa in the bornlmrdment' *'**'^^*^® iimlution and a h oodtlnrsty »|>int. llm 
of Vienna, prosecuting his .suit by the bribe of ^ ! K‘'"ero»ity to his van<iuislu'd lni;.s, andliis readi. 
magnanimous treaty, and putting a seal to lAs 


' iiess to make almost any sacrilico ii>r tlio sake 


proiiosnls by blowing up the ramparts of thosj 
metropolis! * 

Alison, on the other hand, following Hour- 
riaiine, venuires t<? suggest ^hal Naiioleori 
frighteiftdinto pence by the sharp knife of Staps. 
T'lic liastoriands s.nfe when he records what Na- 
jioleon did and what he soid. Upon such facts 
the verdict of posterity will be formed, lii this, 
case, friend and foe adiiTil tliat ho%ns drndjyd 
into tho war, nird that ho made peace, upon tho 
most magiiaiiimous terms, as soon as lie piis-sibly 
could. 

AlcxAiderwas much di.spleasod that Napoleon 
had strdhgtliencd the Polish kingdom of Saxony^ 
and thus smderej^ it more probable that ttiej 
restoration Poland might finally M efi'ected.' 
But Napoleoi^awar^ that even tho attempt to 
wrest from tjio iron grasp of Russia and Auslria 
the provinces of dismembfreil I’oland would but 
extend more widely tho flames of w-av, resolved 


of peace, were stigmatized as wea|jnoss and folly. 

A deputation from om*. of Ibn provinces of 
Austria hud called upon NaiK'h'on ju.st before 
the treaty, soliciting relief from some of tho 
Iftirdcns impo.sed Upon them by tho presence of 
t^ French army. 

“Gentlemen," tho Emperor replied, “I am 
^ijffare of yourapufleriiigs. I jftin with yon ^ 
ilamcnting tlie evils ciitiiiled^upon the people by 
the cAicUictof jjfour govermnont^hut l^an aflord 
you no relief. Scarcclv four years have elapsed 
since your aovcrcign pledged his word, after the 
battle o^ Au«terhtz, tiiob he would never again 
take up arms Against mo. I «rn.sted thalAa per¬ 
petual peace wius ccmei)^cd between ns; and I 
liavo not to reproach mys<^ with^iuving violated 


*® Tho Dncliv of Warsaw, oraanlsod Napolenn 
h'oin I’rnssiaii Piiluiitl, was inilepcndcnt, tAaigli placei .1 
under the protection of the Kli% of Saxony. . 

61 Napoleon alKned tho treata with bur Uttio coi)ri.v 
donee tu the 11011010*01 Ausiria. lie couldjiut forgev 
soys tlie Karon Meneval, “that twelve years before 
Austria had implored peace when tho French were at 
Loobetu and that, os soon as ha was in Egypt, she fud 
again grasped arms; tliat she had ug.sin signed Inc 
treaty of Lunevllle after the detwt of llnhcnllnden, 
wlileli she violated when she saw us seriously occupied 
la preparing for the descent upon England; lhat she 
had signed iigaln a treaty of peace alter tlie battle of 
Austerlltz, which she again viuhitcd when she hoped to 
surprise Napoleon whifa pursuing theJCnJKsli in tho 
heart of Spain; and that now she rrliicmtitiy Bhcathnl 
the sword only becoose Napoleon wo* in posscssian of 
Vlcnua." • 


fts conditions. 


reproach my»<#f with^iaving vi 
IS. Haalnotlirmly^relied iipt 


ipon the 


Alexander felt i^ch solicitude about this treaty, 
lie wrote to Napoleon, “My iiit('iu>ta alh entirely in tlio 
hand.s of your AySc.sty. You m.'iy gire me a certain 
pieiluc 9 t ri'i’cniing wli.-it you sanl at 'J'llsit nnd I'.rnirift 
on the inleresla of Kiissia hi connexion with tAe late 
hnyiiom 0 //‘filaml." N.ipoleon replied, “IViliind may 
gOruiiso to some cmbarnissiiicnt lielivrcn ns; but tho 
woi Id is large enough to ulford us room tu arrnnge oar- 
selves." Alexander iiromptly nnd energetliMilly re-* 
gponded, “//the re-esluhlishmcnf of J'ohinU into be agi- 
Ittled, 'the world in not tmi/r rtiouyfi,’ for I desire nothing 
Inrtlier in it." 'I'lio ferment In St. Feter.biirg was so 
intense Uiift a national outbreak was contcniphtteil, and 
eveiMlie nsHas-ilnnilun of the Emperor was 0|>aiily spoken 
(if if Iw should yield. Napoleon was nut ignorant ot 
this state of tlie Uiissisn mind. He has been severely 
iilamed for his insatiable ambition in restoring Prossisn 
I’Aaii*by establishing the Uiichy of Warsaw, lie has 
^en as tevercly blamed, and by the same liistorlans, tor 
nut liberating the Austrian and Frusstan provinces of 
disincmbcred I'oland, though he could only have dona 
this by inWolvbiB Euroiie in tlie most dcstractlfe war* 


—Kignon, \ol.«-dl., ii|i. 351 —^ 31 . 




860 NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. IlSflift 

protestations of sincerity wliicii were then made | vivo your independence. I offer pcaco, th» 
tome, rest assiircd that 1 should not have re- 1 inSegritj^of y^r territ|iry, the inviolahiKty of 
tired as I did from the Austrian t&ifitorics. ^ your constitutiSns, whetl^ of such as are iii' 
Monarchs forfeit,the rights,which have 4)oen actual existence)^or those whicl? the spirit.ef 
vested in them by the public confidence from | the time may require. I ask nibthing of yon. 
the moment that they ubiuo soT^h rights and 11 desire only to see your nation ft-eo and indq.* 
draw down such heavy calamitiqsTipen nations.” I pendent ?Yqur union with 4 >tistria has rSdde 
One of the members ot the dentation began I your misfortune. • Y§if bloods has flowed for_^ 
to defend th.-J2mperor of Austria, and ended liis 1 her distnat regiens. Your Nearest interests • 
rep{y in these words: “Notliing shUu detach us ' have always recn saArifiqdd ta» those of the A 41 S- 
froin our good Francis.” , ' I hereditarn cslii^.s. Ydli form^ the finest 

» Yorf liavc not rightiv understood me,” tlic ' I'»rt of the EmpiAs of'Aftstria, yef^^ou are 
Emperor rejoined, “ or you have formed n w.-ong treatefi as a proving. You liave natitwnl man- 
interpretation of what I laid down us a gciwrul natioual language; you bdlisf au ancient 

axiom. Did I f.pe!f.i of your relaxing in yoitf and illustrious origin, jlosume, then, j'our ok- 
nflectioD for the Emperor Vruncis ? Fsr from iP. istence ns a nation. Ilavor* king of your own 
lio true to him under tiny circumstances of g«o(l ohoice, who wil^ reside among ^'ou, aud icign 
or bad fortune.' But, at the same time, you , ^or you alone." e 

should suffer without murmuring, ally acting; Napoleon, in departing, issued a proclamation *■ 
f'tberwi.se, you reprbacb him as the author of to the inhabitarfts of Vienna* in which he thanked^ 
your sufi'erings.” ' ^ them for the attentions they had bestowed uj)ot» 

While negotiatff>nsVwere pending, Napoleon' the wounded of liis army,” and expressed how 
received the'untoward tiilings of the defeat of deen’-he lameiitnd his inability to liglitcn tho 
the Frencli by Wellington at tlie battle of Tain- bufftens which had pressed upon®them. • “ It 
vera. lie was much displeased by*thc o -.idiut was the EmperorVintention,” s.ays Savnry, “to ’ 
of his gonjsrals in Spain. “ Those men,” sui.'^ have had pavements laid in tho 6 uburl)s of tho 

. ^ ■■ 'to metropolis, which stand much in need of them. 

lie was desirous, ho said, of leaving tliat tukeu 
of remembrance to the inhabitants of Vienna, 
lift he did not find time to accomplish this, 
rliject.” 

“ If P had not conquered nt Austcrlitz," s.iid 


ho, “ arc vefy self-confident. 1 arr ulloa'cd 
possess some superiority of talent, and yet I 
never tlihik that IVan have an army suflieieutly 
numerous to figlit a hattlo even with an euemy 
I have been accustomed to defeat. I coi'lect 
about me all tho troops I can bring togetlier. 

They, on tho contrary, advance boldly to attack Napoleon at St. ITelcna, “ I should have had nil 
an enemy with whom they are scarcely ac-; F”on me. ;*! 1 had not'proved Sfictorioiyi 
quainted, and yet they only Viiig one-half of,«« Je«a, Austria and Spain would have assailed 
their troops to the contest. Is it possible tv-i in my rear. If I had not Viumplisd at. 
mhnojuvro more T.wkwardly ? 1 cannot be pre- 1 '^"'•."ram—which, by-tbe-bye, was a less de- 
Bqut everywherc.’^ ■* *- ' cisivc Victory—I liad to fear tliat Russia would 

A d^])utaf ion of Hungarians called upon Napo- I abiHon me »luvt Frussiav would ri.se against me; 
Icq-i to imjUoro hfin to take HungAiry uftder tiU ! meanwhile, the Lnghsh^vcro.illready before- 
prbtoction, and to aid tlu Ilungiirians in their | 


efforts to break from the thraldom of Aiustriii. 
NajMileqn had rcflectpdupSn thi 3 ,^anij hud 'thought 
of plaeiiig upon tlie tiirone of llungjiry tlie 
Archduke of Wurzburg "-brother of the Emperor 
Francis. This youngc*rinl».Mdmireil Napoleon, 
and was much iefliicnccd by his lofty jirincijiles. 
When Austria was striving to p ftuenco the whole 
Hungarian nat^n against F rancr, N upoleuu issued 
tho lollowiiig proclamation:— 
d" Hungarians 1 Tho moment is come 'tO rc- 


An impnrtunt town of Spain had been lost in c,onl 
aequeniM^ ol tlio treason of some who lietrayoU its iveak- 

kei<.s aiiU tlio criminal nculect of tlie l■(lllllnandalIt. ,. - , - , . 

“Tile pcrsoiiV’ says Napier, “wlio Iwil betrajed tlie cambition w.is one day to become the arbiter m 


place to Uuvern were shot by Alucdonald, and tho com. 
inandant, wlinse ii(‘};li^enca had occasioned tho misfor- 
.tunc, wascniuli.|iuii'd to death; but Najiolenit, ^ho has 
been so foully iidsre|>reseiited as a suii;riiluary tyraift— 
Napoleon, wlio laid commuted tlie sciitenr.r of Duiivnt— 
now purdiiiied Uciieral tiuillot: a oletneney iu bolli 
cases reiiiurkuhle, seeing that tlio loss of au army by 
onc, and of a Rreiit toriruss by the other, not only iQiidet 
directly and powerfully to tlic desti uctioii of tlie Einpc-.^ 
ror's projects, but were in themselves great crimes^ and 
It isd-u be doubted If any otiier sovereign in Eltropc 
would bavo ilisplaj-cd such a luercliUl greltncss of 
l|2lud.">-Nfii)lor, vpl. iil.,p^(i 6 . *■ . s 


*' Yet wlmt was my conduct after tho victory ? . 
At Austcrlitz, I gave Alexander his iberty, 
though I might have made liim my prisoner. 
Xfter Jena, I left the house of I’mssja in pos- 
sS-shion of aa throne which t had^ jonquered. 
After Wagram, I neglected to pjfcel out tho 
Austrian monarchy. If ull*^this bc^ attributed 
merely to magnanimity, cold and calculating 
politicians will doubtlcas blame me, But, with¬ 
out rejecting that sentiment, to wj^ich I am not 
a 8triinger,t4 had higher aims in view. I wished 
to bring abq'it the amalgamation of tho great 
Eiiropcaqi interests in the same manner as 1 hail 
c^ricU'd the*"union ^ parties in France. My 


the great cause of nations and kings. It was 
theri.fore necessary th^t I should secure to myself 
clatms on their gratitude, and seek to render 
myself popular aifKing them. This 1 could not 
do without losing sumething in the estimation 
of other^. I was aware of this. But I was 
powerful ^d^fearless. I concerned myself but 
little aboiit tuuisicnt popular murmurs, being 
very «t)ye that llie resiilt would iufiiUihly bring 
tho people over to my side. 



10fl*.3 « INSUBORDINATION OF THE BRITISH ARJJY. .fiCl 

“I commltt^ a great fault, after tbe battl^jsuccejs, any more than Sir John Moore’s aritijr 
of Wa^.im, in not rcduci»gthepoycro^ Auatria ]<»uld hcrr^uiliiro. I am endeavouring to tmno 
atfll more. Sim remaiaed too grong for our them^but, if I should not succeed, I must niuko 
safelja and to iifr we must %ttrn)ute our ruin, an oflicial compluinf of them,* and send one or 
The day after Uie hnttlo, I should have made two corps of l^ein Jlioine in disgrace. They 
kn<ign, by proofamation, that I would trgit with plunder in all ^metions," 

Austria* only ort condition of tho prelfciinary Again, on thogtith of Fane, he wrote to nbrd 
agpnration of the tjfteo croWis of Austria, Iliyi- Castlerengh, tlnfn Sccfjtnry of Stat^‘‘ I*can- 
•gary, and Bohemia.” ^ _ not, with projh^ty, omit tiWraw your aftentioa 

WUlo these scenos^ertt^Tanspiring in Austria, agnin to tlio state of discipline of the array, 
the war in Spgin was r^ipg ^i|li rdliowerl fierce- which is a subjeift of serious concern to mot and 
ness. .Tlipl'mglish and tho Spanish insurg^ils well deserves the consideration of his Majesty's 
•had tlieir,iJlip<js tevived by the absence of Napoi miuisters. It is impossible to describe to you 
kon, and, Relieving that he would bo compelled ^ho irAgularities and outrages committed by tlio 
sooujalso to withdraw his troops to meet Ids troops. Notwithstanding the pains which I take, 
exigencies upon tho I^nuhc, they with alacrity not ajiost or*i courier comes in, not jm utliccr 
returned to tho conflict. Joseph Bonaparte was arrives from tlio rear of tlic army, that docs not 
one of tlio most amiable and dkcellent of men, bring mo nccouuts of outrages committed by the 
'Ijut ho was no soldier, ^he goncral^of Napoleon soldiers who have lic< n left beliBid on the march, 
w^ro fully conscious or tliis, and had no conti- Tlujj^’isnotan outrage of anj^pst^J’lption wldcli 
denco in his military operations. Having no has not hecii committed on tr pilhple who have 
recognised leader, they quarrelled among llicm- uniformly received us.as friends, by soMiers wl<» 
selvw. It was difficult for Napoleon, in fiSl^ havo never yet, for ono moment, snirt-rcd the 
midst of tbe nlFabsorbing scenes of Esoliug.pnd sligbtost w:int v tho sin!ille.st pritaition." 

Lobau, and Wagram, to guiilc the moveineuts of The l^eiicli array, by universal admission, 
armies, f.i,x Imndred leagues distant, upon tho was'inder fsr bettor discipline tlmn the l?ngli.sli. 
banks of the Tagosaml tlie Doiiro. Tbe Kugli.sb soRliers w'crc drawn from Ibo most 

Tlio Diiko of ■Wellington, tlien Sir Arthur tle^jraded portion of tlie populace* Tbe l'’ieneb 
Wellcslpv, landed with JO.OOO British troops in aniiv, levied by fife cons.-ription, was composed 
rorfugal, and rallied around liii banner .of men of imieli liiglier intrliigenee.and ednea- 

I’ortiig'.iese soldiers, inspired by tlio most fr%ntiu tion. '/lie violent populace of Portugal, rioting 
«*nergic8 of religious funatieisni. Slursbal Soult unrestrained, rendered e.\iHten<;c insujqiortulilu 
bud in Portijgal 2(!^0tt0 men under arms to ^y the order-losing portion of tlie comti'unity. 
oppose them. Tlio most lioinli/i seenc.s of were regnr.ied* with horror liy tlioso of 

demoniac Ivar ensued. Ketaliation provoked tlicijjown coiiiitrymeu wlio'-e, easy eirenuistiinces 
ret.iliatioD. No imagination can conceive the indnecd a low of peace mid qiiie‘#iess. They 
revolting scenes of misery, cruelty, and bli^id saw eleurly that t]^ zeal tbe Engliah affected ia 
which desolated tbe land. The wounded Freiu-.li In A.Ut of Portugal was mainly inSended to s ciw« 
eoliliers wore sei/.cd even by women, auStorlin oo *F.iigllf>b •orntiierct^ and tlieir owniuggn^idi.se- 
and torn to piece**, and'* their mntilated remains merit. Tliey complained b^tlerly that Kngliind 
polluted the road; villages were burned; .<.briielt- liad turned loose upon tlieir duonied land ail tlia 
iti< 5 » women hunted and outraged; cliildrcn, reckless an^ ferocious spirit of Great Brituiu 
tranifjled ‘ffy merciless cavalry, and torn liy and of Portugal. • ^ » • 

grape-shot,"moaned and died, while the drench »“So, without liking the Fij'neli,” says Thiers, 
ing storm alonasighcfj^tlieir requiem. It was no “jvho in their eyes werg stili foreigners, they 
longer man coiBanding against bis brothA man, wera rendv, if conipelle^to elirise between them 
but demon stngjjling wi^Ti demon. The French and tlio English, to prefer them as a^lesser evil, 
and English officers exerted themselves to the as a means of ending 'ttie war, and as hrihiiug 
utmost to repress thcK horrible outrages, Imt out the hope of a more liberal rule flu.n tiiut 
they found that, aasy iS it is to rouse tlie de- under wliicli Portufi^l iiad li’.-e ! for oges. As for 
graded and the viaious to fight, it issnot so iftiiy tlio lionso ?f Brugunzs., tlic cl.is>ics in question 
again to soothe their depraved passions ib^hu- were inclined, since the Ileg 'nt's flight to Brazil, 
manity. Tlio Duke cf Wellington wrote* to^ his to cc^^ider it as an empty' nam', which the 
government tho mogt bitter mnplaints«of *llie Engliih made use of to upset tho land from top 
total insubordination of his trooju. to iiottom.” 

“ I have long been of opinion,” ho ^rote, Ntutlier Spain nor Porlugal was at all grotoful 
“ thaf a British army yould bear neither success to England for the work which she had per-, 
nor failure; and I have had manifest proofs of temed. , L'ird* Wellington wrote; “ The British 
the truth of this opinion in tliql first of its army, wui|;h I liavc the honour to command, 
brunches in the recent conduct of ^o soldiers of Las met witli nothing but ingratitude from the 
this army. They have plundered the country govcrnmeijt and anthoiities in Portugal for their 
roost terribly', which has given me tho greatest scrviccl. xlverytliiiig tliat conld be done has 
concern.” • • been Roue by tlie civil autliositics lately to op- 

• Again he wrote to Lord Castlereaghf on the press tiie iffiii^rs and soldiers on every occasion 
31st of May, 1809—"The army beliiArcd terril in which it has, anj accident, been in their 
bly ill. They are a rabble who caiyidt bear power, i hope, however, that %9havl seen tha 
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• • • 

last of FortugaL” "Tbe only bond of eym* against ilteir /common enmios? *BWbat otbet 
pathy,” says Colonel Napier, “ between the twos gimranHie can (bo Emptror have of the tranquil- 
governments [Spain aixl Portugal], was l^tred lity and tlio Fy-f'ety of I^ily, if the two rcslnft 


of the English, ^i^liad saved both." England are separated by a State in wbicirtbeir cuevwes 
re-established upon t)irone« ofadcApotism the continue to have a secure retreat? These 
most despicable tyrants, and tliCTe fcry tyrants changes,twbich will become ndbessary if tho 
required her for her igboblo 4A:k with insult Holy Faflier. persists in his mfusal, willrtdl^- 
and oiftraggh, • privjj him of his*8pii4l|inl rigltt^. lie will con-^ 

•Napoleon had agn!n\nnqni8hcd*M!8 foes. He tinue to bc*liishop^f Urrac, as his predecessors' 
was still, however, exposed to tho greatest peril, havo'bccn during tffe liN. ei^ht centuries.” ^ 

No onb saw this more clciirlv* than himself, i ^ ^ 

England, unrelenting and heedless of all ^pplU . continued Tcinsill T)f the Pope to enter 
cations fur peace, continued her assaults. With «hjmice^h !• ranee induM^l|fl*EmI>eror 

unrepressed zcal,«Bhc endeavoured to combine ^oi^uo a decTef uniting the fetatfcrf the'Clmrch 
lift w coalitions of feudal Europe against the great The only apology 


new coalitions of feudal Europe against the gresit 
mlvoc.'ite of popular rights. It wtTs her open 

_ t ..1 -a 4* .1 _ .S **^1 _ 


which can be offered for lids act is its apparent 


avowal that the'trial of democratic principles “.eemity. Thg Pope, claiming neutrality, was 
llireutced the subversion of everv European enemi« of hrance. Napoleon, in the 


*llir«atoiicd tbe subversion of every Lnrooeua eneinn*} oi i 

• throne^*- % i muist of ten thousand 

_ -VVliiloNapolcoR |ns m.>irslialling his forcSknt 


midst of ten thousand iwrils, was struggling,, 
almost singlc-^iiiiided, ngam.stthe coinhiiied sovc- 


L^au for the decisive battle of W.ngram, an 
English fWuvas hovenng along tho shores of * j, Solicitous for his 

Italy,_w.itchiug.for an opi.ortu..ity to aid he i.e^’announced to Europe as tho 

A «tc.f««inn.s All CTf »vi dll'! t-" '• 7 _ . ^ 1 


reigns of Isiirope. In self-defence, ho was conf- 


Italy, watching for an (ip[)ortuiiity to aid tho 


Austrians there. All tlie sytnflathicsr nf the 
Pope wese evidently with the ciiemics of Franco. 


reason for this lU'hitrary nieasnr’, “ The Sovrs- 
reign of llopio has coii'.tanlly refused to inako 


IJ.e faimt«alpeasnntry of Sixain asdof the lym^ j- 

were roused by the eimssarios of the Church. I Kapiestbr the tlefouro of 

I ho danger was*immit.cnt that Enghin<I, cITcet- ,,ouinsula of Italv. The welfare of the two 
mg a lauding iii Italy, and uni mg with .thethat of the armies of Italy • 
Aus rians and all the partisans o the old jegn^ Naples, demand that their eommunicalmii 

1.1 that country, would crush he infaut_ king-1 interrupted by a hostile Power.-’ “ 


doms of Italy and Naples. Uiuler these circuiii- 
staiices, Napoleon wrote as Allows to the Pope:— 


“Tho Emperor expects that Italy 


jcircuiii- „„ „ 

_ j. Tho kiviH'h troops 

* d tiiid drove froift it«thc 
, llojjfie, Austria, wlio, in tho 


interrupted by a hostile Power." “ 
troops immediately entered Homo, 
h iUtiic emissaries of Yiiigiand,uiKl 
in tho pontifical courtf were se- 


* Naples, and Wilun hhonld form a league, olb-n- crctly fomenting tlicir intrigues* To tljis net of 
mr sivo and liefi’iillive, to protect |fio Peninsula from vioEneo the Pope replieil by a hull of escoimim- 

tho'culauiiti’es of^war. If tho Holy Father a?- ijication. Murat, tlie King of Naples, with his 
»scnt 3 ta this•firojiosition, all ^ir difljciflties are lisiml thoughtless imfietiiosity, iiiimediately nr- 

• terminated. If ho jijfusca, ho announces h.v rested tho I’opo nnd sent Inm out of Italy, 
that refusal that lie does not wisli for any j Whvu Napoleon, who was then at Lohaii, heard 
iirrqngemcnt, any pedce with the Equieror, and , of tliis act, he expresse4 the most sincere regret 
that ho dcclarA war agai«st*hhn. The first that a measure so violent and iiiconsKerate had 
result of woj is coii*iiicst, and the iirst result tff j been adopted. r»ut, with his accusfomed dis- 
conquest is a chanbe of gpvermiunt; for, if tltt | position to regard himself j)^ the c^iKl of destiny, 
Emperor is jl'orecdTo engage in war with IJoftic, j lie sectnod to consider it as iin im’qii-ation of Pro¬ 
will it not’he to make tho conquest of Home, vidence, or rut’n-r of f jt*', thi^ iio was to Gr¬ 
and to csfi^ilish another /jffvernment, whieli will gaii'zo the whole of Ital.v, with its twenty 
make common causo witli^ltaly and Naples iiiillions of inhabitants, into one humog''iicaus 


“The nssumiition," says Itichard Cobden, member 
of railianicat, “luit torth that we were vng.igod in a 
sti'ivily defeiisbe war, Is. I regret to suy, liiiicurfciilly 
nnti lie. If j'HU will esiitnlne the proofs as tlioy exist in 
tlie unrbaiigejble iniblie recools, joh will he siilUfledjil 
tills. And let us not lorgi-t that our luhtory willjilTi- 
liiiitely be submitted to the judgiueiit of n (ribunul over 
wbieli Knglislmien will exen ise no influenee beyond 
that winch is derived from the truth andJmtice of tlieiL 
causo, and from wliogu decision there wlTi be !• appeaP 
I allude, of eouTse, to tho collective wisdoavaiid moral 
eenso of future geiioratioiis of men. In the case betoro 
u«, how ever, not only ftro wo roastraiiiwl hy the evi- 
denre of laets to confess that wu wero ciitplgei| la an 
«ggres-,is-n war, but tho multi|iliet avowals and cgnfe.s- 
eioiis of Its authors and partisans themselv^ leal c no 
loom to doubt ili.it ihi-y enti'icd upon it IT put down 
0 / iiiiviis liy physieal tou'e- oue of the wAst, if not tlio 
v< ry woi St, lit' mudvtts with lililch i»pu«ple can ctnb u k 
In wnt." • 


'•Uavo foil any commands Ar France J" said a 
I'renchmaii nt Naples to au Fiighsli tiieiid. “1 shall 
he tliercfti two dajs." 

Is France I" answered Ida ilricnd. " I thought that 
you wer^setliiig off for Rome." 

••Trut", but Roitte, by n decree of the Emperor, is 
DOW iiiais.solulily united to Franco " 

‘‘ I have no new.s to burden you with," said Ills friend; 
“but can I do iinthiiig for you in Eiiglniid ? 1 sliall be 
there In half an linftr." 

‘■In EnglantU” sold tlto Frenchman; “and In halt 
an hourl" ^ • 

“ Yes." was the reply. “Within thot time I shall he 
st sll.'i, and the sea has* been indissolubly united to tlio 
lii-itish Enqiirc." 

bliotvhW arrogated to hctsclf th9dominion of tbe wide 
world of Auters, oiiglit to have some charity for liii;} 
M^o, when struggling against combined Europe, stiora 
to avert from Idm-elf de-troctiou liy reiiiecHiitly atu 
iiuamg to Srancu tho icohle States of Uio Cliurctu 
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isaw] * 

kingdom, glowing with tho eoergica of free in- ^ 
,8iiuiiioiiJl! oftd with renovated llMme fAr its 
capital. It w’iu a brilUant and/an exciting 
vision.* It was righ in promilo for the wel'are 
of Europe*. It was almost probable that it would 
be ro^ized. The Pope was sent to Savttm, on 
the Gnl!'*of Genofti, inhere a pukco was pif pared 
fo(^his reception: IjJb was tfterWhrds removefi, 
for greater security, to Fou|aine{^!eau. aNapoleon 

• had a high regard foi^the^Poi»e, and often ex¬ 
pressed his sinQpre vene^tjpnTor lift character. 
Ho or^prech that Pius should b| treated w^lh 
Aie grcat^flrespect; gave him ‘annual in- 

• come of tw^ milfions of francs, and sent gor¬ 
geous •furniture and troopvof domestics to tho 
imperial p.alacc, where fib was securely, but most 
miignificeiuly, detained. He ordeKU that the 
Pope should bo allowed to do what he pleased, 

"*^l)‘«rforin all tho ccrcmolyes of religjpn, and rc- 
c’ijjc without restraint the homage of tho nume¬ 
rous population who would flock to greet him. 
I'lius Napoleon, though he at flrst regretted tl^ I 
injudicious seizure of tlic Pope, assumed thS^i 
re.'inonsibiJity of his captivity. 

The energy of Napoleon immediately diCTused 
its vivifying influence through the drowsy streets 
of Uoine. Many of the most intelligent men 
r-'joiced to cseaiio from tho lethargic sway of 
t ^|0 Church. The fanatical populace, however, 
were honor-stricken in view of tlio sacrilege, 
^nflicted upon tho Vicar of Christ. Still, tliere 
were many in Home, then ns now, weary of 
ecclesiastical tyiiniuntipn. They were hunger¬ 
ing and thirsting for political freuifoin aiul for 
• re]>uhlicaii hberty. A deputation of prominent 
Italians fr«m Koine called upon Napoleon with 
expressions of conliilencc and cougnituhuion. • 
“My mind, ’ replied the Kmperor, “is full ofj 
the recollections of your ancestors, .'nio first 
timo that I puss the Alps, I desire to remain 
some timo among jou, Prance and Italy mifct 
he goveruod by the same system. You have 
need of a pi^^’erful hand to ilirect you. I shall 
have a singTihir plea.sure in being your bene¬ 
factor. Your lisliop i^lio spiritual lioad^f tho 
(.’hiirch, as I nw*its Emjioror. I‘render unto 
God tho things tl«t are jjod’s, and unto Caisur 
^ tho tliing.s which are C.a5.sar's.’ ” 

jmraense improvements were immediately nn- 
dertaken by NapoUon in the time-hallowed me¬ 
tropolis. Hi* herculean energies iirfgsed^ new 
life into tlie tombs of tlio departed. Tho hum 
of industry was diffused throngji all the vener 
able streets of Rome. The claims of uAlity And 
of beauty were alike regarded. Alajestic i^onu- 
meiits, half-buried beneath the ruins of ceiitinles, 
were restored to the world in renovated splou 
dour. The stately column of *the temple of 
Jupiter Tonans, and the beautiful uDars of tlic 
temple of Jupiter Stator, were relieved of en¬ 
cumbering loads of rubbish, and again exhibited 
their exquisite proportions in the bright Italian 
Bun. The immense area of the Colisc^%as 
cleared of the accumulated c&bm of ages, re¬ 
vealing to the astonished eye long-bufiei^ won¬ 
ders. The buildings wliich deformed the ancient 
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Forum were removed, and all the gigantic re- 
miins of *a!icient Kome were explored and 
rescued* from destruction, by tlig wakeful eye 
and the rcftiiod taste of Napoleon. Largo sums 
wore expoudoS >^)on<tho Quiriiml rulace. A 
salutary and afn^nt pqJico»was immodiajply 
organized, imtaiffiy nnesting those multiped 
disorders which hlid soi^tig disgraced Jbo t^pal 
metropolis. joublo row 'lif ornamental trees* 
was planted to embellish the walk from the Arch 
of Constantine to* tho Appinn Way, and tlfcnco 
to tho Fyrum. Energetic measures were adopted 
for tho drainage of tho immense I’ontino Marslies, 
db lertUo in disease and death! I’rcpiirations 
were commenced for turning aside thociianiiel of 
ilio Ti|]er, to ftclaiiii those iiiestiinable treasures 
of art which were buried bcncaih its waves by 
Gothic invaders. Such were Napolc-ons exer¬ 
tions for piiblie improveiiiont, wlftle the combined 
moiirjfclis of Europe were stji^ling to crush 
him. • 

Nflpolcon,”says Sir Walter Scott, “ was him* 
elf iin Italiuii,‘"and showed his sense cifhis origin 
by the pajrticulur care he alwayl took of that 
natio^, where, whatever benefits his adminis¬ 
tration 'coiiforrctk on the people, rcachyl them 
more profusely and more directly than in any 
other part of liis empire. That dwelling spirit 
entertuined the proud, and, could it have heeu 
m^’onipliilicd consistently with justice, the nnblo 
idea of uniting the beautiful peninsula of Italy 
into one kingdom, of which Koine should once 
fuore ho the ca])itiil. Ho ii1«o iiouri-died the ho])c 
'cliAiriiigoutthe KteAial City from the ruins in 
whicli she was buried, of preserving her uiieicnt 
monmnent.s, and of restoring what #as possible 
of licr ancient qilcrjour.” ., * 


• • 


(TIAPTLl! 
ijivoncf. (ir 
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Tnn iJivoncf. (ir .ioski’hixm. 

llii^y of tlic liistiiniin- Dmls iiiiif .-ii.i iiiirsAAnnouiicc- 
iiictit to .In-icjitiiiiL-—liiU'r.ii'W llK^iiiii llic Lniiirrcr 
ami Lliieeiiu—t^insuiiiinatioii ot llic rliviei-c—l)i*|iiir- 
tnro of tlm Eiuiircss—I.cltBrs of tin* i'.iniicior—Inter¬ 
view .at }lnliiiiii.soii of N'ntKilooii iiiiil Jusciiliiiie-Jtc- 
marks of Nnpolcon at .St. Jlcli'iiii. • 

It is the duty tiT the lii.storian of Nnjiolcon 
fiithfiilly to record what ho has said ami what 
he has done, ilis savings are ns remarkable ms 
his ddfngs. Both alike hear the impress of his 
wonderful genius. Fortunately, respecting the 
db(jU| which he performed, there is no room for 
controversy. They ere admitted by all. Tlio 
gaze of the world wus upon him. Whether he 
liid a riglif do what ho did, or what tho 
motives wore which impelled him, are questions 
upon wiiieh the world is divided.. We are. not 
aware diat^hero is a single important fact stated 
ill tli^ pages which is not admitted by Napo¬ 
leon's mos^liostile biographers. 


so Sir 'Wnttcr is iiAccuriffe; Kap^fcfln was a I'rancls 
man, of linllun aucesiry. * 
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The striking explanationsofNnpoleon, End Ilia ’ iisford amoifR na. Jlis f.clin^ of jjeraomil 
ronnnents upon his career, are cqimlljftflitlnntie! a nldtlro conSutcd, in’tliis csi*©, in E desire |o 
llis words are prcycntud as recorded by <Couiit, liand LU wor4ldqvyi to^ioatcrit^ipand to resign 
J’elet de Lozerno, Savary, the Du]|Ot>f Ro\igo, to iiia snccessor a*tnt 0 roilin<j upon liij rfhftio- 
Caiilaincourt, the Puke oP Vic^iza, the ISnron ' roiis tronhies for its rtability. Jle could not be 
Mcnt|(r»], tlie Daciics!^ of A^atftrs, General blind tenhe fact that the p i^ctnal warfgijpMito 
happ^fjOJiis B^impnrte, GjfncrJrCount Montho- v«}iiih ft j 'tilonjj'of his str^igftj had plunged 
Ion, Dr. (Wilcara, Oojjnt Cns Ca«a^ Dr. Antom- hiw, had,Jn roayfy,^no other object than hie 
ifiarcbi, ond others wlio were n«ir Iiis person, own downUll, beeans^wj^h him must neces* 
and who received his words frojp his own lips.' « 'rily crumble tliHt^i^uitic.povicr which wis no 
In recording the snbliino tragedy of the di\oreo, i lon-'cr u]»lield bf tl»e«ras()lutioua*y energy he 
we act but ns the scribe of history. Tliuascciios ! Ijpd^himsclf r,epr«ssed. / ■ 

wbicli tran'pirc^ and tho words whidi*were “ The Emperor luul not any*chilffr««i. The 


uttered are liere ftgistered 
‘ Savary, tho Duke of Itovigo, was perliaps ns 
well ac(|iniintc'd .with tho secrvt^thouglds of 
Kaprilvon us niiy one could bo. lie thus speaks 
of tho motives lyr which tlio Emperor waS in¬ 
fluenced:— 

“A thou'-nn^ijo stories have bpcn reHtcd 
CMicvrniiig the Emperor's motives for breaking 
the bond-s which he had contracted upwards ot 
iiflecn years bc^re, .and separating from a person 
who was the partner of his exbtAicc dwing the 
most Bfoemy events of his glorious career.. It 
was ascribed to his ambitinn to #uincct Inmsclf 
with rovfil Idood; and midovoleiiee has delighted 
in spreading thf report that to this consideration 
he l.iid s.'icrificud every other. This opinion was jipoint. and save it from total ruin 
quite erroneous, and ho was a.s unfairly deab ^ - •. ’.. .. 

with on the subject ns all persons are wbohajijien 
to be placed above the level of mankind. Nmliing 
can be m ire tree tbaii tlui( tlie sne.riliee nl • tlie/riieso wore tj| 
object ot bis atrectioiis was tlic most puinf d flint | to br ak a iinie 
lie experienced tbroiiglinut liis life, and tbnb be 
would bavc pfoferred adojiting any other coiirsi 


Empress had two. But he never cpuld have 
entertained a thoughtT)f them without expWng 
lii'nself to most serious inconf’cnienees. 1 be- 
lit.ve, howevef, ^lat if tlie two clnldren of tho 
Empre.«s Imd been the onjy ones in his faniily, ^ 
he would have made s«mc arrangements for 
securing his inhcritauco to Eugene, lie, hovf- 
ever, dismissed tho idea of appointing him Lis 
ii^. because he had nearer relations, and it 
^InmW have given rise to di^nnim^, which it was 
lii.s pi iiicipal olijfct to avoid. IIc also considered 
the neeessity in which he was placed of forniiiig 
an nlliaiice sufllciently powerful, in order tliat, 
ill the event of Lis system being nt any time 
thr'eatened, tliat allianee iniglit bo a rc.sting- 

Ilc like.<iMi» 
iiojied tliat it would be the means of putting an 
end Ml that series of wars, of which he was de¬ 
sirous above all things to av.ii l a rccurrciiec. 

c motives which dcfcrmincd liini 


. union So longciintractcd. lie rvir.hcd 
it less for himself than tor the purpose of iatcrci't- 

_ , ,_ . n . - - '"S powerful state in the iTiafiitciianfe of the 

■ than the one ft) ^’hieh lie waiPdnVtm by inolivgs ' or S.'r id' tilings established in I'riinee. Ho 
whifcli I am about to relate. Public opiyioii was, j« Ib'cted ^ten or 


, ^ ^ , on the^node of niiikiiig this cotn- 

in genifal, un^ist to the Einpeivir wlumlie placed iiminiciition to the Empu-so. Siill lie was re¬ 
luctant to speak to her. ITc was apprebeiisive 
of I he ciiiiscqnencbs of her teiulcriie-s of I'eclii g. 


' the imperial crown uptii Iiis head. A feeling of 
personal ambition was suppo'ed lobe, tins inuin. 
sprpig of all hi^ actions. Tliiii was,•however, n 
very mistaken niiprossion, *1 have already iiieii- 
ti<mod with tvhairrchictanec he had nitiied the 
form of govenirac%t, and that if he had not hcoti 
iipprelicpsivr that tho .state would again flill n 
prey to those dissensions which are inscpiirahlc 
Irmu an olpctivo form of government, he would 
not liiivo changed an order of thiT’gs which 
rijipnarcd to liavo been the flrst solit^ conquest 
achieved by the Revolution. 

“ Ever since he had brought the nation back 
to monarchical principles, he bad ncglcctco no 
means of consolidating institutions which per-^ 
mnnontly secured tliose principle-s, and yet firEiIy 
cstabli.died tho superiority of modern ideas over 
antiquated customs. PiffcreHtfe.s of^]^nion coul^ 
no longer create any disturbance respecting th * 
form of government when his career riiould be 
closed. But this WHS not enough. It was further 
requisite that the lino of inheritance ilioidd be 
delincd in so clear a manner, that, at his d^tli, 
no pretence might be made for the contention of 
any claimants to the throne; for, ifhsiich a mis¬ 
fortune weiw to ^^1^ place* the Itfost foreign inter¬ 
vention would Lave sufficed to revite a spirit of 


His heart was never proof against th^ shcddfiig 
offcars." ^ 

'J’lic moral sentiment of France had been 
severely shaken by the Rewolulioift The Cl ri.- 
tiiin doctrine of the iinn]terahl%*s.amdncss of 
the niiirriago tie wbs imt fiS'.ily recognised. 
“Thongli .Io=epliine,” says Thiers, “was loved 
ns an amiable sovereign, who rejircsent'-d good¬ 
ness and grace by the side of rtligbt, tbe French' 
de.sirctV with regret for ber, jftiothcr marriage, 
wbich piifould give heirs to the empire. Nor did 
thoy.conSne themaelvcs to wishes on the subject." 
Such wW the state of public feeling, which 
Nupoltpn fully I'pprehendcd. He scut for tlie 
Areli-Chancellor Cambnetree, and commniiicated 
to him the resolution he had adopted. lie stated 
tlie reasons for tlie divorce, spoke of the anguish 
which the stern necessity caused his affection^ 
and declared his intention to invest the act witli 
foniTs tho most afFectionatc and the most hoii- 
oural^ to Josepliine. "1 will have nothing,” 
sgid ns, V which can resemble a repudiation 
nqfliing b^t a mere dissolution of the co -jugal 
tie, foupded upon mutual consent—a coisout 
itself fooiffied on the interests of the empire. 
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JoBPplifne is to be proTjlded vitil a p^oce ih ’ 
Berk; with a princely residence fh the country; 
wif^an incoiiM of tbreS miljfons^f francs; and 
is to occupy the^first rank among the princesses 
after, the future empress. I wish ever^to keep 
hel'^ar me as best and most^a%ctiouate 
friend.’’ o « 

At length tho'%tal-day arrived for the‘iin- 
nouncement of the (ktea^il tidings to Josephine. 
It wds the last day of NoTerober, 1 tf09. Rumours 
of the approaching cidadiity ifad for a long time 
readied ears of the Empress, and had Pillsd 
her hetfrt wM> anguish. Napdeon and JnsC'^ 
phiye were at Fontainebleau. A general instinct 
of the impending wcY*. seemed to have shrouded 
the palace in glo;im. The guestj bad departed, 
and the cheerless winds of agproaching winter 
sighed through the Jeafless forest. Josephine 
.spent the morning alofte in her chkmbcr, bathed 
rii tears. Napoleon had no heart to approach 
Lis woc-strickcn and injured wife. lie also 
passed the morning alone in his cahinct. 
met at the dsnner-table. They sat down 
jSlence. It was a strange repast. Not a word 
was uttered. Not a glance was iuterchangod. 
Course after coarse was brought iu and re¬ 
moved untasted. A mortal paleness revealed the 
Anguish of each heart. Josophlue sat motionless 
' as u marble statue. Napoleon, iu his embarras'^ 
tnent, mechanically struck the edge of his ghi<9 
with his knife, absorbed in painful musings.^ The 
tedious ceremony of the dinner was at last ovot 
The attendiiSits rcthad. Napoleo^ arose, closc(4 
tho*door,Band was alone with Josephine. I’ule 
AS death, and trembling in every nerve, ho ap- 
pronchecl the Empress, lie took her hand, 
placed it upon his heart, and, with a faltcling 
vo'co, said— • « . *• 

"Josephine, my own good Josephine, yon 
know how I have loved you. It is to you alone 

” “ * “ ■" _i-.-/*!__ 


0 " Tb^i^^tercsts of Franco and my destiny have 
wrung my heart. The divorce has become an 
iraponous duty, from which A must not’slirink. 
Yet the Bccu^ which 1 have just witnessed cuts 
mo to the soJS. J'oscphine should have been 
prepared for lby^y Hoateuse. I commusgeated 
to her tlio mel^choly obligatioit,*whip]^,<;«nipbls 
our spparati^. I aiif gijeved to tho'^ieart. 1 
thought she iJad more firmness. I looked not > 
for tills excess of agony." , 

Every hour during the night be called at her 
door lb inquire respecting her situation. Tlio 
atFcCTfioiiate Hortenso was with, her mother. In 
respectful, yet reproachful terms, sho assured the 
Emperor tli^ Josephine would descend from the 
throtie, 03 sho hod asco'nded it, in obedience to 
his will; and that her children, content to re¬ 
nounce grandenrs which hoi oot mode them 
hu^y, would gladly go and^^ote their lives to 
^comforting the most afl'cc^oufito of mothers. 
Niipoleon could no longer restrain his emotWn. 
lie freely wept. He gave nttoranco to all tho 
grief he felt, j^nd reiterated the urgency of tho 
politica? considerations which, in his view, rcti- 
defod tho sacr^lico necessary. • 

" Do not leave mo. Hortonso,’’ saiif he; " but 
stay by me with Eugene. Help me to console 
your mother, and render her calm, resigned, and 
J3ven happy in remaining my friend, while sho 
cease? to be my wife." 

Kiigcne was summoned from Italy. Ills sister 
threw herself into liis arms, and acquainted him 
wixh their mother'^ sad lot. Eugene hastened 
to^lio saloon of his beloved mother. After a* 
short interview with her, he repaired to tho* 
cahinct of the E»iiperor, and in^ired if ho^in- , 
ftnded to obtain a divorce ftom tho Emjrfcss. 
NapolcSn.ivho w^is strongly attached to jEugciic^ 
could make no reply, hut/pnply pressed tlie band* 
of the noble sou. Eugene immediately recoiled 


that I owe the only feiv moments of happ1ne.s.s f U'c «o .ic son. Ji,ugene immeoiatoiy i 
I have l«own in the world. Josephine, my ^ho I^pcror, and suai severely- 

' • - -■" '' ’— ■ “Sire, in that ctse, permit me to withnraw 

iTrom your service." • ^ 

* ,"IIow!’’ exclaimed Nap^eou, looking upon 
him sadfy; " will you, Eugene, mj» adopted son, 


destiny i% stronger than my will. My dearest 
affections must yield to the welfare of France." 

The cruel ffl^w, aH'expected as it was, pierced 
that loving ^?eart. Josephine fell lifeless upon 
Che floor. Na^lcon, *alarmed, rushed to the 
door, and called for assistance. The Count de 


forsake me 

Yes, sire," EugJrne replied ; "the son of her 


Beaumont entered, and with tlie aid of the Em- ; who is no longg» Empress cannot remain Vice- 
peror conveyed Qie helpless Joseph!je up a flight! roy. I will follow my mother into her retreat, 
of -stairs to her apartment. She mumsured, as | She must now find her consolaUon ^ ia her 
they boro her along— •, , ohij^ren.’' 


" Oh, no! no I you cannot^o it.' .You cnrely 
would notkill me." I, * , 

Napoleon was intensely agitated. He* placed 
her upon her bed, rang for her waiting women 


'fears filled tlie eyes of tbe Emperor. “ Eu- 
gene," said he, in a mournful voice, tremulous 
wkh emotion, "you know the stern necessity 
which compels this measure; add will you for- 


and hung over her with an expression of deeplsnke mo^ .Whom, then, should I have for a 

affection and anxiety. As consciousness seemed^- —-j —-f 

tetnming, he retired to his o#n apartment, 
where he paced the floor in anguish' until the ! wln n 1 um absent ? If I die, who will prove to 

, » -TT- --.* liimai fa*ber? who would bring him up? who is 

to tmke a man of him ?" 

KiiueSo, deeply moved, took Napoleon’s arm, 
and fli-y nftired to t^e ^den, where they ebn- 
vor - .i a lung tihio together.* ^ • 

The noble Josephme, wi& a heroic spirit of 


dawn of the morning. He gave free utterance 
to his agitated feelings, regardless of who 
iwere present. Trembling with enAtion, and 
with tears Ailing his eyes, he sMd, twho walked 
restieasly to and fro, articulating with difficulty, 
<uid fireqnentyr pausing between Jjis words— 
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solf-oacriGce never snrpiuiBed, urgc§ ^er 80 i^to*‘vidcitto to <^acetLe«vil» of i terrible riwolutiou,^ 
remain the friend of Nupolcon. and to rcetlro tbe altar, tbe tbrone, ond* etfCial 

*' The Empero*” she said, is j'oor beifefactor, order. But * be ^ssomtion of ray marriq^ will 
yonr more than fatiicr, to whom y%n are indebted in no respect change tbe sentifbents of my heun. 
for everything, and to wbbm, fttereforo, you owe The I^peror will ever.find in Sie bis best fyend. 
bongdless obedience."* * I knowhow much this act,•ommanded.b^^licy 

Tltd^pelanchoiy day ii»r tRc,coosamtnntion of and exalted inScre^L bos r«t his heart; but ^'O 
this crdeHrogedy s^n Arrived. ^ was tiro loth Mrth gloK in th« BaarU’.ceB vfb make for the go* d 
*of Docember, 1S09. In the grffnd saloon of tho of the country." • v • ^ 

Tuiljjrics there wore assembled all tho members “ After t1«5so words," says ThiCTS, “the noblest 
of the imperial family and tho most illustrious- ever uttered under sudb (Srcumstances—for never, 
officers of the empire. Gloom ovcrsberliwod nil. ^ttnnst be con'irssed, did vulgar passims iSss pre* 
Napoleon, w'ith a pallid cheek, but with ai lirtij viril in an acMrf this kind—Nafolbon, Smbracing 
voice, thus addressed them:— Josephine, led her t^mr own aparttoont,.where 

“The political interests of my monarchy, and ho left her, almost fiiin%g, in tho arms of her 
the wishes of .my people, which 1* vo constantly children." . • 

guided my actions, require that I bhould transmit On the ensnifg day the Senate was assembled 
to an heir, inhci^ing my love for the people, the in the grand saloon to wkness the legal eonsinn- 
tbrono on which Providence lias jilnccd me« For mation of fbe divorce.* Eugene presided. Uj 
many years lost all hopes of having announced the .desire of his mother and the £mi- 

diildrcli by my beloved spouse, tho Empress peror to dissolve their marriage. 
iIoKeidiino. It is this consideration which in- The tears of his Mn.iosty at this separation," 
duees me to styirifice the dearest alTectiona of my' said tho Prince, “ arc sufficientk'or tho glory of 
heart, to consult only the goo^of my subjects, my motlier." • 

and to«desiro the dissolution of onr mariiago. Tho Emperor, dressed in the robes of slate, 
Arrived fet tho ago of Vort.y ycart, I may indulge and pale as a statue of marlde, leaned against a 
tlie rcasoiiablo hope of living long enough to pillar, careworn and wretched, k'nlding liis arms 
rear, in the spint of my own thonglit and dispo- upon his breast, with his eyes fixed upon vacancy^ 
sition, tho children with which it may plense|l ha stood in gloomy silence.. It was a funereril 
Providence to bless me. God knows hoiv rniiAh scene. Tho low hum of mournful voices alone 
such a determination has cost my heart.. But distifrbed the silence of the room. A circular 
there is no sacrifice too great for my courage ,table was placed in the centre of the apartment, 
wlien it is proved to h% for the interest or Upon it tbcfc was a writing apptratns of gold. 
Franco. Far from having any cause of coin- A vacant unn-efiair stood before the 4ablo. ’ 'i'ho 
plaitff, I have nothing to say but in pru^c of company gazed silently upon ^t us tjje itwtru- 
tlie uttachmont and tondernc'S of my beloved ment of the most soul-harrowing execution, 
wife. She has fombellishetWifteen years of giy *A sido door opened, and Josephine entered, 
life, and tho rcmombriinco of them vyll be for< flcf facewwas as whira as the simple muslin robe 
over engravA on my heart. oSho itas crowned .she wore. Mio was letfning upon tho arm cf 
by my hand. She Mthll always retain the rank Iltytenso, who, not possesiing tlio fortitude of 
and title of Empress. Above all, let her never her motlier, was sobbing’most convulsively, ^’lic 
dc^bt my afle^ion.^r regard^le bilt as her best wliolo assembly, upon tlie entrance i#•Josephine, 
and dearest friend.” • « instinctively arose. All wore movsd to tears. 

Napolooi* Laving ended, Josephine, lioldin" a With her own peculiar grace, Josephine ad- 
paper in her lian^, endeavoured to rcail. Jiiit vancedsto the seat prov^Jbd ftjjr^er. Leaning 
her heart was broken with grief. Uncontrollable her pale forehead upon her ^nd, sho listened 
sobs choked her voice. SJio handed the paper to. with the calmness of d!upor to the reading of 
M. Rcynaud, and, burying her face hi her hand- the act of separation. The convuLsu’e sobbings 
kerchief, sank into her chair^ He read os fol- of Ilortcnse, mingling with ^thc subdued and 

lows:_ • mouniful tpnes of the reade?^ voice, added to 

“ With tho pormiasion of my august and dear tlio trisgic impressiveness of the scene. Eugbno, 
sponso* I must declare that, retaining no hqpe of pole, a»d trembling as an aspcn.leaf, stood by 
having chiUron who may satisfy the require- the #idc qf his adbred mother, 
ments of his policy and tho interests of France, As s8on as t^j^ rending of the act of separa- 
I have tho pleasure of giving him tho greatest tion was finished, Josephine, for a moment in 
proof of attachment and devotodness that was anguish, preswd her handkerchief to her eyes, 
ever given on earth. I owe all tp ^is bountv^ and tlicn, rising, in tones, clear, musical, but 
It was his hand tiiat crowned me, nndP on his tremulous with suppressed emotion, pronounced 
throue 1 have received only manifestations of the oath of iftceptance. She sat down, took tBe 
aftection and love from the French people. 1 pei^ and affixed her signature to the deed which 
respond to all the sentiments oi the ^ptror in sonuerod the dearest hopes* and the fondest ties 
consenting to the dissolution of a maitiago wbic^ lyiman hearts can feel. Eugene could 
which is now an obstacle to tho liafpincss of endure tiis anguish no longer. His br^n 
France, by depriving it' ^ the blediiug of being reeled, hi^ heart ceased to heat, and ho fell Ufe* 
one day gbvergei by tne delbondants of that leas upm^ho floor. Joeephine and Hortense n- 
great man, who was evidently raised up by Ffo> tired with*the attendants who bore out ln8ea> 
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rible fora of the ^ectionnto son Ai brother, ft 
Wbs b fitting 1anmnati(^ of thi^^oumlul yet 
sabtune tragedy. • * 

Josephine remained in her chamber orer- 
wl^med with j))eechlcs9 grief. A sombre night 
df^dhbd over tlietteity, oppressed by tile gloom 
this cmel sacrifiesw-^^diouAuTivod at which 
Napoleon usually* reul^mforlrfeep^* The Ifin- 
pero;; restless and wAtchW, Had just placed him¬ 
self in the from '^ijph%o h4d ejected his 
faithfiil and ^voted wue, when the private door 

- _- _-..*J T-._ 


tremblingly Infered. Iler* eyd lyjre swollen 
witlkweopmg, her hair disordered, and she ap- 
pared in all the deshAillo of unutterable anguish. 
Hardly conscious bf what she didjn tho delirium 
of her woe, she tottered into the middle of the 
room, and npproached*the bed of b|f formorhus- 
^^nd. Then irresolutely stopping, she buried her 
f^e in her hands, and burst into a flood of tears. 
A feeling of delicacy seemed for a moment to have 
arrested her steps—a consciousness that sii^faad 
now no right W enter tlio chamber of Napoleon. 
A another moment all the pent-up lovo of her 
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that tho esteniaU of mourning should accompany 
an u^ut so moumfuL 

“ The orders for .the depSrtnre for Trianon," 
says tho Bareu Monq,val, Napoleon's private secre¬ 
tary, had bgew previously given. When, in the 
morning, the Eafieror mAis informed thayriR car¬ 
riages wore ready, lA took his habrifid said, 
* Meneval, ewe with me.’ el followedTum by t^e 
littio winding*tairca«e which, from his cabinet, 
communicated with tho apartment of the Em¬ 
press.^ Josephino was alone, and appeared ab- 


of Ms chamber was slowly opeiAd, and Joscphiiiei sorbet in tho most melancholy rcilcctions. At 

«__"t TT__A__tl-_ At-- ___J_!—_A_•_ -_« 


tho A>ise which wo made in enlpring, she eagerly 
rose, and threw herself, sobbing, upon tho neck 
of the Emp^or. Ho pressed her to his bosom 
witli tho most ardent embraces. In the cnccess 
of her emotion she fainted. I rang tho bell for 
succour. The Emperor, wishitg to avoid tlio re¬ 
newal of scenes of anguish ^^ch he could no 
longer nlloviattf, placed the empress in my arms 
as soon as she began to revive. Directing'dna 
not to leave her, he hastily retired to his carriage, 
which was wigting (or him at*the door. Tlie 
Eroprdfl, perceiving tho departure of the Km- 


Iicnrt burst forth, and, forgetting everything in j pcft>r, redoubled her tears and modhs. 'Her 
tlic fullness of lior anguish, she threw herself i women placed ner upon a sofa. She*Bcizcd my 


upon tbo bed, clasped Napoleon's neck in her 
^nrms, and exclaiming, ” My Itusband, my hns- 
Itnnd!’’ subbed as tlioiigh her heart were breaking 
The imperial spirit of Napoleon was entirely va? 
fpiUlicd. Ho also wept convulrively. He as¬ 
sured Josephino of his lovo—of his ardent auri I 
uiiibing lov?. In every wayjie iriod to sootho ] 

BiKicomfPrt her. For some time tliey remained 
locked each other’s embrace. Tho valet-do- 
ebambre, who was still present, was dismiij^d, 
and fur an hour Napoleon and Josephine con¬ 
tinued together in this theif last pri vat Aatorvie^ 

Josephino then, in tbe^xperienco of an intensity 
of anguish such as few human hearts havo^ver 
known, parted for ever from the husband whom 
she had so long and so faithfully loved. An at¬ 
tendant estorud tho apartment of Napoleon to 
remove tho^lUghts. Jlc found tbo Emperor so 
huriod benca^#lio bra-clotlies as to beuvisible. 

Not a word uttered. Tho lights were ije- 
moved, and the unhappy monarch was left alone 
in darkness and silence to the melancholy com¬ 
panionship of hts own thoughts. The next 
morning, the’death-like pallor of his cheek, his 
sunken eye, and the haggard expressiofl of his 
countenance, attested that the Empftor had 
pawed the night in sloeplessnAs andJo^ufibring. 

The beantiful palace of Molsnaison, which Na¬ 
poleon had embelliriied with every posllble at¬ 
traction^ and where the Emperor and Empress 
had passed many of their happiest honrs, was^om horaafartment veiled froin head to foot. 


hands, and frantically nrgod >nie to intreat Na¬ 
poleon not to forget her, and to assure him that 
lift: love would survive every ovent. She made 
mo promise to write to her immediately on my 
arrival at Trianon, and to see tiiat tlio Emperor 
wrote to her also. Slio could hardly consent to 
letmogo, as if mysieparture would break the 
loht tio which still coimected her with tho Em-* 
peror. I left her, deeply moved by^o cxlnbition < 
of grief so true, and an attacln^nt so siuccro. 
kwas profoundly *ddenod during myride^^id I 
could not n-fniin from deploring tbo jrigorous 
exigencios'of Stftc, whicli rudely Hundred tbo’ 
ties of a long-tried affeftibn to impose anothir 
union offering only uaco|laintics. Having ar¬ 
rived at TiAanonr I gaVe too Kwperor a falthriil 
Account of all that bad trimsplrcd after his de¬ 
parture. He was still oppressed tho melan- 
clmly scenes through which 4e hud passed. He 
dwelt upon tho noble qualities of Jbsephine, and 
upon the sincerity of the aifection which sho 
cherished for him. Ho ever after preserved for 
her tho most tffiider attiiclimont The samo 
evening fee wrote a letter to her to console her' 
Bolitudo." 

At eleven o’clock all the household of the 
Tuilerics wore assembled upon tbe grand stair- 
4 ease to witness tho departure of tlieir beloved 
mStress from scenes where she had so long been 
riie brightest ornament. Josephine descended 


assigned to JoMpbine for her fhten-e residence. 
She retained the rank and title onSmpress, u^ith 
aminUireof about 8,000,000 fltancs a-year., 
'Tho grief of Napoleon was nnqnestionahly 
sincere. It could not bttt be to. He ^ formed 
*no new attachment. He was inflneifted by no 
vagrant pasrion. He truly loved JosephM% fie 
consequently resolved to retire ibr ^ fime to 
the tednrion^of TriaDon. He j^emed detirons 


Her emotions wore too deep for utterance. 
Silently *6he waved an adien to the a&eotionate 
and weroing firiends who surrounded hw. A 
clos^camage wi^ six horses was before the door. 
She entered it, sank back upon .the ousUons, 
buried Iftt fi|Be in her bandkeicbiof, aad, sobbhig 
bitteliy, leftthe^TuileRei for ever. 

Napoleon passed eight di^rin tBs letinment 
of Tnaoon. Dating this tuac ke Jose- 
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pliine 8t MalroaTson, and also receivf^d^er to 
with bin and witli IJortense at Triancm. 

The following I’etter, writteato Jos<<j&ineby 
Napoleon at this time, reveals liis feeUn^t-*' 

Eight o'tdock in^e ev^^g, Dee.,1809> 

‘^p.i.ovo,—I fonad^ou^tcv-day roofe feeble 
than ;^£ jnght to bp. con have exhibited ibaoh 
furtitade, and it is neoessarntheliyou sUoold ItiU 
continne to sa<itain yOunelf. 41^oa most not yield 
to funereal melandholy, Strive to be tranqtul« and, 
above all, to pres^n^ ^foar health, wweh is so 
prccions to me. If yo» are attached tottte, a 
you love me, ydtt loort toaiatain yonr eneUpy, 
and strive to m cbeerftih Toh oaunot dottbtniy 
constancy and igytea^tpf slbcticfi. Yoaltnow 
too well the sentiisbiM with fdiipli I zegard ybn 
to suppose that J can bo happy If yoa are 
happy, that I Qim he serene If yon ere agitated. 
Aaieu, my lovti,*^ Sleep wolL fidheve that 1 
wish It. ‘ *'Napo*.bok.’* 

Cr 

The Emperor soon retonted to Paris, where he 
remained for tlfree tnentbs, hia^nj^ h^^pslf en¬ 
tirely in the mulripltci^ of his affatcs. ^le^wos 
calm ad^joyless, and a general g’flOmswToimded 
him. lie erufreasad bimsrif as lunch affected by 
the dreary smlbJoi or the paliiee, which igas no 
longer anhnata^ by thp prestnOe of Josephjne, 
Prom the Ttuleriss he ihue wrote to* his exiled* 
wife:— 

** Wednesday noon. 

** Eogbne bos told me tha;^ yon were yesterday} 
very sad. That is not ri(f,it, my love. TlVis is 
oontipry to what; ou have promised me. I^Jiavo 
been very 'Unely in ntomlng to the Tuilettes 
'Dus great pthioe appears /n me empty, and 1 
iimLmysrif in Sblitnoe. Amen, my love, ^e 

carelmtoof yc^r healih* * ^ **Nv’(i;L.£OK.'’ 

Negotiations were%bw fa progress for the new 
nuptial It was for^somp time nndecided whether 
the aJUanee shiptfal be vrith Austiia,Srith Easma, 
or with SHaffloy. < f 

Jo$ep^ln» was dIU snmittnded with all the 
'external mlsndotirs of royalty, Nspokon dp, 
quently caUsd open hvr, thon^ from tnoUves'of 
delicacy ha never saw her idono. He'oonsulted 
her respecting fiU hit plijms, and assidnously 
cherished beirlHenSridp, Xtf’Sms soon manifeiKt 
that the sniese way spsattog tber &v(^ of 
Napoleon wad to pi^’omriicdd attention to Joapf 
pbme. The pilaoe of JdUmiiisoa conseig»toji|y 
beoame the fiwoi}rito|iMm (ff the oottrt. 5pii|ig 
time ailer the diyam (Ifndaue de |toeliribin« 
vault, fonaariy njpiMiiff, the tobes. fa ' 
pbine, deseErii;ri ^ 
for the sami pnt of 
her saedetooil*. Tbthe 
plied— 

“No, she shall)EhhRhko< , , 
nor have the new iMOU 
gratitode toward ^at^jpbhHh 

no inutatom, eeperiaSy^^- '■ 

has honoured with aw 
with banefiA.’* v ^ 

Josephine remitoied for some (hue at Molmai 
a c . 


NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 

In deMs of kindness l 
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11 CW09. „ 

•on., In deMs of kindness to the poofy in read- „ 
mg, and in weeriving, with •‘hOi utmost elegance 
of hospits^y^ th# members ot'' the const^ who 
sreto iver orovtUtw her saldlpi^ she gradually 
ngalww eqdarilni^ of spititN'end surrendered 
hei^hpioji qtilet am pensive wnhmisuou. Na- 
p^eoq flaoaWilyop^ed/tnwee her, and, takt^<; 
Ifw arm,'*^ hours in the em- 

bowersd paths orwMovety chatean, eon^iingly 
aofbidinff to h^ oiU h^ plans., He seemed to 
da^ire to do eveirthing m his power to alleviate 
l^he Intenriiy bf anguish with wkiw he had 
Wtong herJitoEt Bis own aibsLltons still clung 
to Josephma, Her |oveIy and nobfe obv acter 
ooffimanded iocrea^lyfts homage. 

Josephine /has describes Oon interview with 
Neprikon at Us^aison 
“ X was*oae day pdfiting a violet, a flower 
whldi recsBed to my ijlemory my more Iujy j 
days, when one of my women ran t iwards nie, 
and made a «gn by placing her Anger upon Ik i 
l*pi. The next moment 1 w.as overpowirul—I 
bbheld Napoleon. lie threw h', n&elf with 11 iiis- 
poit into we arms of bis old fiiciid. Oh, tl i h I 
was convinced that he could still lo\t mo, * >i 
toat man really lotod mo It siemcd Kn[i i li 
fiurhimto coasi upon me, and hw 1 1 v 

was that of m <-t tender aifcotion. At Kim li 
w a tone of deepest compassion and love, i.p 
said}« 

“*Mv dear Josephine, I have elwa\s losel 
you. J love yon stilL Do yon still love mo, 
excellent and good .losephino*’ ‘Do jou still 
love me, in spite of the relations I di ttc ksr.un 
contracted, and whirii hove seoarsted mo from 
But they have not baaished yon ftotn 
my memory T 
• ‘l*&re'r I replied-— 

“'CoQ me BonapartfiT said be; 'speak to 
mq, my beloyed, with the same freedom, the 
Bitme familiarity as ever.’ i 

“Bonaparte soon disappeared, and I heard 
oijy Uie sotoid of bis retiring footsteps. Oh, 

1. - -p]^g 

« pleasure of 


hw quickly dqes 
eatthl wd onse mol 
bring laved."' * 

divorcatff Josepnine, strong as were the 
polttiieij moSivea'Ivhiich led to it, was a violation 
of tiMi jmmotalrijlhuvs of God., lake all wrong- 
ho«^^ ^bemiegly protpetbas for a time, 
and woe. Doubtless 
.aSutoled In the midst of those con'- 
hdb shaken, all the foundations of 
did uM dearly perceivo the 
Ha tmqnesuonably felt 
dwmg ngktb^-that the Interests of 
rildjtoa eawifioa. But the penalty 
inevitable. At St. Helena 


jv> fdmffld b history. Xt 
ta rito whims united bnr 
_ „ jUtad teUdemeas temrined 
Ow iqparanou ww a Saerifipe de& 
h/toas(Hi the Interests of my 
Dtoim dul bf my dynasty. Josephine was de¬ 
voted to Dto* i§he toved mb tenq^. No one 






bu tnm, for bin 
^ count li a throng 
Austrian Firinccaa< 
pSli 

Not a mnad* of m niutbln SseA 
but of bit own. At tim 
nombort finr tb^r nxoelhn^hkitloi^gad 
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ate, **i$ not 


of Napolaoa 


a c<mitnnDioa< 


iu^ tbmigbt 4»t to -the tiiUhr ot a 
and bSe Dri^d. 
ation wttt Q|tmad 
4Lna*U.,Irt» with nlae- 
illgj^ |i0ce{itfeA The^EiQqMbaov 7i«nolf #•« bigbljr 
itangmeitt, at it 

lNou>Oiaa4'BeciBt«dt» 
dn 4 ti ftasteno iinaafanddt* Itw 
Kiria X,o<dta«rat S^bttbn ji^rt 
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NAFOLEON BONAPARTE. ^ ^ j.i810. 

bassador extraordinary to (lemand M^ria LoiusAfthe three Vhandrcd thouepd spectators who* 
in marriage. Napoleon Beiocted his illnstrions throd^ed th^t magnificent wet nc. As tAiO(ani>* 
adversary, the Archduke diaries, to staiiU ns his perial couple n^vedcslowiy liong, thej'^wero 
proxy and represent him in the carriage cere- greeted with one continuous iiai exultant roar of 
mony. How strange thd chQnge! But a lew cnthi^iastic acclaim. They trajversed the Champs 
mo^|hs before, Napoleon and ^i8 Archduke had Etys^ through a double gauge of most Jamp- 
striiafcd against rach ^lii;r*lt\ the horrid car- tuons decoratiens, ^pnd entered the Palace of the 
nag(^^'lckm>ilil, Esslkig, and Wugram. Now, il'ai1eries»by tlie The nuptial altar wtts 

•in uonfiding fri^ndriiip, the Auf<!fi*an Prince, per- erected iiFthc gmnoBsalqpn. Leading the Ein- 
Ronajing the Kmperor of Frpnee, received his press by liande Napoleon passed through that * 
bride. noble gallery of paintings, the longest and richest 

On tlio llth oFJray, 1810, the marr&gc cere-,,in Ihe world, which connects the srithth^ 

ropny was sol^nizcd with a splendouir whith Tuiicries. 'JKie most dUtinguisht^d pcv>ple of the 
Vienna has never seen paralleled, and in the Empire, in two rowa lined his paUi, and gazed 
midst of a universal outburst of popular gladness, with admiration upon thp man whose genius had 
Maria Louisa was «-onveyi',d in trifimph to Prance, elevated France from the abyss of anarchy to the 
Exultant joy greeted her every step of the way. highest piunbcle of dignity and power. 

It was arruiig(|(^ that, at the magnificent royal In thc^vening, in a qjiapel dazzling with gold, ^ 
. palaee of Cornjiiegne, she whs to meet Nagpleon and illuminated to a degree of brilliancy whi/^ 
for the first timc^iirrnnndcd by his whole court, surpassed noonday splendour, lie received Viie 
Jo save her from the embarrassment of such an nuptial benediction. All Paris seemed intoxicated 
interview, Napoleon set out from Compiegne, |^'W»h joy. Every' murmur was husliecl. Every 
accompanied ,by Murat, that he might more apprehension seemed to liavc j>assed away. The 
privately greet her on tile road.•' Ncitln’ijof them dripping sword was sheathed, and peaco a^iaiii 
had air yet seen the other. As the cavdlcado smiled upon the Continent so long ravaged by 
approadhod, Napoleon, springiWg from liis car- war^ 

riage, Icajied hito that of the Jitnpress, and wcl- 'iflis ringing of tliQ hells and the bootnitig of 
corned her wini the most cordial embrace. I'Jie the cannon, which annonneed the marring: of 
high-born bride was much gratified witii the Napoleon, forced tears of anguish into flio eyes 
unexpected ardour and with the youthful appearVi of Josephino in her silent chamlicr. With heroism 
anco of her husband. The Emperor took his alniost more than mortal, she Rtruggle.d to dise 
seat by her side, and seemed much pleased by''/ciplinc her feelings to submission, 
her mild beauty, her int^ligenee, and her gentle The beairtiful cliatcau of Miiliwnison is hjit a 

spirit. Napoleon was, at tliis period of his iile, few miles custaht from Paris. Napoleon, te spare 
reulUrkeyv hasidsome. There was not aViirrow the feelings of Josephine, so far as possililo, under 
upon his cheek; his complexion was an almost; this cruel trial, assigned to her the piffacc of Nil- 
transparent Wipe, and hiiP'features were of^tlJC i ^nrro, where she would be further removed from 
nib^classic mould. Maria Louisa wgs surpriseij^thc tor|;jring rejoiiangs of the metropolis, 
to find henillustrious husband so uKractivc in his j "Soon after her arrival at Navarre, she wrote 
person and in life 'address. “ Your portrait, 
sire,” said she, “ has not done you justice.” 

Tlie marriygo fljrebioiiic^ whKsh had taken 
place in Vienna were in accordance with |lic 
usages of* the Austrian court. The marriage parture for St. Cloud, and hasten fo reply to its 
was complete ai^ irrevocable. Napoleon ji&de tendejand nITcctionatc ^ntentsr These, indeed, 
particular enquiries upon this point of tlic supreme **ot surprise me, so porfectlj^ toured was I that 

judicial tribunal of France. The repetition of yow attachment wo^ld find.out the moans of 
'the ceremony at Paris was merely a formality, consoling me under a separation necessary to the 
arranged as a mark of resiwet to tlic nation over tranquillHy of both. The thought that your care 
which the new Sovereign ca^ie to rf gn. Napo- follows me into mjr retreat reisers it almost agree- 
leon, among other benefactions on the occasion of able* After liaving known nil the sweets of a 
his marriage, gave a dowry of seven hundred love ^lat is shared, and all the sufferings of one 
francs to each of six thousand young girls who, that vs shared vfi longer; after having exhausted 
on the day of the solemnization of his own pup- oil ths pleasures that supremo power can confer, 
tials, should marry a soldier of his army, of and,the happififess of beholding the man whom I 
established bravery and good conduct. loved enthusiastically admired, is there aught else 

The bridal party remained at Cpsppibgno three save repose to be desired? What illusions can 
days. The civil marriage was oguin 'gSle- now remain fot me ? All such vanished v^Jien it 
brated at St. Cloud on the Ist of •April The became n^ ssnry to renounce you. Thus the 
next day Napoleon and M.aria Louisa, Rurroun Jed only tics wmoh yet bind me to live are my acuti> 
by the morslials of the Empire', an^folbwed by meuts for you, attachment for my children, the 
the imperial fiunily and the court in atiundred UPssiMity of still being able to do sotfte good,# 
carriages, made tbeir triumphal entrj into Paris afeove all,* the assurance that you are happy, 
by the I'Aro do I'Eteilo. Tht Emperor and i “Icqjinot snfiiciently thank yon, sire, for the 
Empress m’cr^sqfited in the (donation carriage, libei<ty vou have permitted me of choosing the ; 
whose spacious glass panels exhibited them to raemhera of my household. One circuustonce 

* ja 


thus to the Emperor 

“ Sire,—I,reccivod this mtirn^ig the weHiome 
note which was written on the eve of your de- 


I 



f 

1810.] ^ • niS LASTING RESPECT FOR JOSEPHINE. 

alono m^pak, viz,, tlie etiqnJlte or^nstom, 

becoTnefa Ittle tiresome in the country. 

Yo« lear tbat tii^o maj^be smcthinp; wanting to 
tbernnklliavepreservedisbouldaslight infraction 
be aHowed in ti*e toilet of these gentleman. Btit 
I bmtro yon ave %nrong in thmking that they 
would for one niin7-*e tor^t tils resnect duo to 
*tbe woman who wRs youi^om^anio% Their^'o- 
spect for yourself, joteiefl TCO the sincere attaoli- 
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af it, I alvill always respect his new situation. 
1 ehi|jll respect it in silence. Trusting in tha 
affection with which ho fonhcrly cherished me, 
I shall not eximt apy new proof. I shall await 
the dictates qf nis justice and of his heart. I 
limit myself t#jn1ii'itiufr one favour :i)flb, that 
your Miijesty will dd^n to seek hiuffS^' occa¬ 
sionally the means to cn#riuco me, and thtao 
who surrouna me, that I liavo still a little place 


menf they begr to me, seArq^ rSe against the ! in his memory, «nd a largo place in his*cstoein 
danger of over being oblfgod to recall what it is I and in his Iriendsliip. TJiese means, whatever 
• your wish' iimt they shoidd rcjneftibcr. My most ^bey m.ay be, will alleviate my sorrows, without 
iu>nouraT)lo tiflcls derived, not frffm b.aving been Incinj!^ able to compromiso tint which to mo is 
croayicd, hut, assuredly, f|pm having been chosen ' 
by you. None othen is of value. That alone 
sulliccs for my immortality. « 

expect Eugcao. I doubljlong to see him, 
for ho will doubtless *bring me a ^eTv pledge of 
'^our I'cmembrance, and I can question him at 
my ease of a tliousaiid things, concerning which 
1 desire to ho informed, but of which I C|gmot 
inquire of you; things, too, of which you ouffht 
less to spdhk to me. JJo not forget yowr 
friend. Tell her sometimes tbat you preserve lor 
her an attachment which constitutes the felicity 
of her life. ()ften repeat to her that 'Hu are 
happy; and be assured that for her the future 
will thus be peaceful, as the past bus been stormy, 
and often sad.” ^ ^ 

Ill less thdn throe weeks af'cr Napoleon h*d 
entered Paris with his Austrian bride, .Josepbift., 
svrntu to hifti tlio following tquel«ng letter, in- 
voliftitarily revealing the intensity of her suffer- 

" Navarre, IDth April, 181f^ 

“ Sire,—I have received by my son the assu- 
ranee of your Majesty’s cflb'ent to mj^rcturn fit 
Mulmaison. Tliis fa\’bur, sire, dissipates in a 
great degree the solicitude and even the fjars 
wi^ which th^loug silenco of your Majesty had 
inspired me. I had feared that I was entirely 
banished fi»m Ids memory. I see tlint I am not 
so. I am consequently to-day less sorrowful, and 
even as liappy^na it ismenceforth possibfo for me 
to be. I shall jj^eturn at the close of the mouth 
•to jralmaison, since yoift Majesty secs no objec¬ 
tion. But I ought to say, sire, tliat I should 
not so speedily liiave profited by tfio permission 
wldcli your Majesty has given me ind:bi3 respect, 
if tlio bouse of Navarro did not rcqiuro'lTor my 
health, and for tbat of the persons of nj^ house¬ 
hold, important repairs. It my wj^itiob to 
remain at Malmaisob but a sh«rt time. I shall 
soon put myself at a distance again by gffing to 
the waters. But, during the time tliat I shall 
remain at Malmoison, yonr Majesty may be sure 
tbaf 1 shall live as though 1 wore a thousand 
leagues from Paris. 1 have mode^ a great sacri¬ 
fice, sire, and every day I experience more lijlly 
its ma^itude. Nevertheless, tliat sacrifice shall 
be as it ought to be—it shall be enti^fy mine. 

Tour Majesty shall never be troubled in bis 
pincss by any expression of my grieC I oimr 
incessant prayers .that your Miyestyb may be 


the most important of nil things, the ]inp])tncss 
of your Majqjity. “ JosMriiiNE." 

To tills letter Napoleon replied in n manner 
which drew from tlosupliino’s Ifftart the following 
giqijfdiig response:— ^ ^ 

“ A’ thonsand, tliousand tender thanks that 
you have not forgotten me. My son Ims broil^lit 
me yonr letter. Witli wlint ejigtiriicss have I 
read ijjj And^et it took much tiiiic, for tliero 
w^ n^ one word in it which did not wnake mo 
weep. Blit tlfc?se tears wore very sowtliing. I 
fiave recovered my ficiut all entire, and siipli ns 
it will over remain. There are Sentiments which 
arq, even life, and which can pass away only 
witli life. I am in despair that mj' letter of the 
lUtli lias wounded yon. I ciinnot recall entirely 
the e.'spnissions, hut I know the very luiiiiful 
sentiment wliidi dilated it. It was that of 
chagrin at not hearing from you. I had written 
you^t my departure I'rom Malmaisop^iksinco, 
liow tniuiy times have I dcrired to write to you! 
But I perceived thc«eiisou of nileni'c, and I 
I'Arcd to^bo obtrusive by u single letter, ji^iurs 
lias been w balnj, to me. May y§u Idilinpjty. 
May yon be as happy awyon deserve to be. It 
is my heart all entire whicli siieaks to you. You* 
have just g'Mcn n|E! my [lurfloii of hajqntiass, mid 
a portion most sensibly apprecfitcd. Nothing 
is of so much value to me im one qj;urk of your 
i%gard. Adieu, my friend.^ I thank you as 
tenderly ns I always love you. • 

“JosEniiKE.” 

Shortly nftor his marriage, Napoleon visited, 
with, his young laflle, tlio northern provinces of 
his empirt. Tlioy were everywhere received 
with every possible demonstration of homage 
and afft’ction. England, however, still continued 
unrelentingly to prosecute the war. Napoleon, 
kif addition to the cares of the civil government 
of Ids dominions, was compelled to struggle 
against the herculean assaults of the most rich 
po^crl'h> nation upon the globe. England, 
irah hcr^ bombarding fleet, continued to assail 
France wherever a shot or a idiell could be 
thrown. She exerted all tbo InHnenoe of in- 
trigu^ana of gold to rouse the Royalists or 
the Jacobins of France, it mattered not which, 
to insurT#*tio», and to infuse undying hostility 
into the insnrgijpts or Portugal anjJ 'of Spain. 
Siie strove, with the most wincellil vigilance, to 


happy. That^your Majesty majj^be convinced | prevent the embers of war from being extin. 
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guiilied npon the Oontinent. With «*pcrscv<l- 
•xance worthy of admiration, had it boon exerted 
in a hotter came, ohe availed herself of all the 
jealousies whieh Napoleon’s woi^eiTul career ex* 
cited, to combine now c^alitiongj^ainst tlie great 
foe ortttistocmtic usurpation, ano illustrious ad- 
vocato^i^iKipular rigbts,^ 1” attempt she 
was too successful. * The llariK^of war soon 
again blazed with redoubled fury over the blood- 
drench*od Continent. * 

Napoleon, being now allied with on^of the 
reigning families of Europe, and bcing^tlm% 
brought, as it w#o, into the circle of legitimate j 
kings, hoped that England might at last bo 
persiuuled to consent to pence, alle therefore 
made another and most strenuous clfort to induce 
liis warlike nciedibours to shcatlio the sword. 
^0 was, however, still unsuccessful. In thus 
pleading for pcMewgain and ng.a'n, lie weiH to 
the very utmoit e.'ctremo of duty, 'J'riily did 
Cobden allirm, “ It is not mowjh to say that 
France did not proeoke Aostitftivs. She all hut 
Kent doim on Her knees to aecrka rupture with 
Enyfand.'l *** f 

“Ever*s!nee Lis alUnnco wifk the liouse of 
Aii.stiiti,” says Savary, “tlio Emperor flattered 
iiiinself that hef h^d sueeceded iti his expecta¬ 
tions, whieh Inwl for their oiiji ct to hind a I’ower 
of the iirst order to a sy.stcm established in Franco, 
and accordingly to secure tlio peace of Europe; 
in other words, ho thought ho imd no longer to 
npprclieud any fresh coalition. Nothing w.is, 
therefore, left unnccompiShcd except a ptaco 
witii Eitglnnd. A pence witli l^nglund wax the 
Buhjoct fc^Lich his attention was principally 
directed. Siitdi, jn fact, w{d| our position, that, 
uninuJICngland could bo prevailed upon to civti- 
seiit ttrpeac^ there could be no end»t(f the war. 
The intervention of Jv^issia IiSd been twice re¬ 
-sorted to for bringing about a ncgotiatioii with 
the Englisli govcrmivutraud it liad«treen rejected 
by the latter irf terms wliieli tftd not oven ntrord 
tlio moans of calling upon licr for tlio grounds iff 
her refusal. * Still the Emperor could not giue 
up all hope of protSiriug a favourable hcarin;t*for 
rea.sonnble proposals on his part. He sought the 
means of sounding tlio views of the I'liiglish 
government for tlie purpose ascertaining how 
fur he was justified in not banishing ail hope of 
an accommodation. * 

“It was nocessjiry that a measure of this 
nature should be secretly resorted to, otherwise 
it would have shown his intentions in too open a ! 
manner. Holland .stood much more in neijfi'of' 
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house mightiVlule carrying in ;t8 commercial 
aifairs, be vested, withof)t anjini)ropriety,*wi!h 
tlio character whici the state (matters beftOoen 
the governments would require it to assume. «lt 
had fo^ one of its partners, M* de Laboncj,|gre, 
who wal connected by fumfty tics with* one of 
thf tlr-t rcaiit^o f^n in f^ndon. M. de La-» 
bouchere tridrcsseil r^orts to the firm of 
Hope, at Anutcydam, who^anded them t 9 the 
King; from flic Walter,tl|^y were<4ransmitted to 
the Emperor." •,» 

• Foucli<!, th^ restless Minister cjl" foyce, had* 
also vcntvired, at the same tirnd*, on bis own re¬ 
sponsibility, nriknowiwto Napoleon, *ta send a 
secret agent to sound theflritibh ministry. M. 
Oiivrard was ikspatclied on this strange mission, 

“ The consequeifce wtus," says Sir Walter Scott, 

‘‘ that Oii^r^rd and the^bgent of the Emperor^ 
neither of whom knew*of the other's raissioiii^ 
entered about the same time into correspondence 
wit]^ the Marquis of Wellesley. The British 
sflite.saian, surprised at this double application, 
beeiirne naturally suspicious of* some intendgii 
deception, and broke olF nil correspondence bolli 
With Quvrurd and Lis competitor lor the office of 
nego^jptor.’’ 'fheso reitenited and qiiwearied en¬ 
deavours of Napoleon to promote pence, notwith¬ 
standing repulse and insult, surely indicate that 
jlic did nut desire war. Napoleon, again disap- 
pointfftl, was exocedingty incensed with Fouchd , 
fir liis inexcusable presumption. 

^ “AVhat was M. Onvrard commissioned to do 
in England?* B»id Napoleon to bouchd, \ylion 
be was examined before the Council, • 

“ To ascertain,” Fouclid replied, “ tli« dtsposi- 
tioB of the now Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
(jreat Britain, necording to the views which I 
Imd the IRmourof sufimitting to your Majesty.” 

“ Thus, then," rcjolncS Napoleon, “ you tako 
upan yourself to make peace or war without my 
knowledge.. Duke of Otranto, your head shwild 
fall upon the scairold.*’ 

Fouchd was dismissed fiom the ministry of 
police. ^Yot Napoleon, with cliaractcristic gene¬ 
rosity, sent liitn into a kina of heuaurable banish- 
ment as Governor of Borne. - 

“ Fouclid,” said the Emperor afterwards, “ is* 
over thrusting liis ugly foot into everybody's 
shoes" • 

“ Tim Mifrquis of Wellesley," says Alison, “ in- 
8i.stcd strongly on the prosperous condition of the 
Briti.sli empire, ai^d its ability to withstand a long 
period ofiiAtturc warfare, from the resources which 
the monopoly df the trade of tlie world had 


a maritime peace than France it.seif. King Louis 1 thrown into its hands.” 


enjoyed ttie good opinion of Lis subjects, and 
i'runkly told the Emperor of the pdribnqj inc^ 
veiiicnco he should feel in being soared, for a 
much IcMiger time, upon tlio throne of a country 
bereft of its resources. He was the fij^t to open 
a correspondence with the Emperor's ap^oba- 
tion. It was carried on under tlie disguise of a 
mere commercial intcrco|^rsc. Thtttirnfof Hope, 
nt Amsterdam, t^sacted mofo business with 
England thau uny other house, and, owing to 
the high consideration which it enjoyed, that 


The English fleet triumphantly swept all seas. 
The ocean was ks undisputed domain. She had 
just scut a powerful armament and wrested *tha 
island of Java from France. 

•‘VTliis splendid island,” says Alison, “ was the 
last possession beyond the seas which remained 
tti tile l*tench Empire. Its reduction had long 
bgen an m>ject of ambition to the British govern¬ 
ment. . A*powerrul expedition against Java was 
iitted ^t«t ftlndras. The victory was complete. 
The whole of«(jib noble island tjias fell under 
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tbo dominion 
miniiti^i of 
ancUNnpolco: 


f' 


the British. Such was the ter- 
i|arititue war between Eiiglnfid 
iviu«L> npuicuuB '.jihus was extingtiis1ic<l*tlic last 
re^|anc of tl* adoniali emigre of France.” 

The moral oonrage which has enabled Eng. 
land, while tbm grasping the globe inits arms, 
to*3A)laim againat the insatiable aujuitiun of 
Bonaparte, is astounding. , • 

“ England,’’ cofitiniie^'Aljlbn, “^y wresftng 
from her rival all Her colonial setUementa, had 
Tiiaue herself mastc^ of flic^foiiitaiiis of the 
hnnmn race, lint the Aintest was notto tmni-' 
Tmte hgrdP The rival Powers? thus nur.sedrto 
grentiicss on'tlftir respective elorScnts, thus alike^ 
irr(vistibl6 on the land ^md the sea, were now 
00)110 into tiurco airi final collision. Eiiglami 
was to launch h6r legions ngaigst France, and 
contend with her ancient rivals on her own cle- 
nioiit for the palm of*European asccftduncy; the 
^Icsperate struggle in Russia was to*bring to n dc- 
fisivo issue the contest of the mastery of the 
ancient world." 

France witli her fleet destroyed, her mifttfcne 
^mtnerco anlfiliilated, her foreign posseshions 
wrested from her, her territory bombarded in 
every vulnerable point by the nnsst powerful uavyJ 
ciirrlt lias ever known, and with her Mteratcd' 
and oaniest supplications for peace rejectod with 
co'itinticly and insult, hud no means left by whicli 
to resist her implacable foe but the enforcement of 
the Continental system—the exclusion o* Briylh 
goods on the Continent. f 

Louis Bc>nap.artc, King of Holland, more in¬ 
terested yi the immediate peeuniifry prosperity of 
his subjects than in the political view-s of his 
hrotlici? neglficfted to cnlbrce the. imperial decree 
against English trade. Consequcaitly, iiiiiwensc 
importations of English qjerchandiso took phice 
in the ports of Holland, and from tffcncc wcre 
smuggled throughout Europe. 

^Napoleon ijeterminod to put an end to a%tate 
ot things so entirely subversive of the cffsctual 
yet bloodless war he was now waging. He 
considered that he had n right to demand the 
co-operation all sthose new popular govern¬ 
ments wLich*his voice had called into being, and 
which were entirely dapendent upon France fur 
support against surrounding enemies. The over- 
ihrow of popular institutions in France would 
overwhelm them all in common ruin| And, in fact, 
svlien Napoleon was Anally crushed, conttitutiunal 
rights and popular liberty, aU over Euippe, went 
down into the grave togetheia Napoleon,conse¬ 
quently, did not feel that be was aaiiigat all th^ 
part of a despot in calling upon all these asso¬ 
ciated and mutually dependent governments to 
co-ojieratein acommou caose.^ They had pledged 


Their refusal to redeem this pMge seemed to 
him to insure the inevitable rum of all. Frusna 
and Russia bad also pledged the most dblomn 
faith of treaties that they would thu^assiJI Na¬ 
poleon in his endeavour to spike me guns of 
England. ^ • 

'The foUowing letter from NspolMn^^ Lonis 


throws light upon’^'the grounds of complaint 
^gaiust llullaud :•— 

"§ire, my Brother,— I have received your 
Majesty's letter. You desire me to make knowh 
to you myainUmtions with regard to Holland. 

I will do if, “rankly. When your Majesty 
ascended the tH^rono <Jf IlolUind, parlor the 
Dutch natigiv wishe* to bo united 3^France. 
The esteem fcr tliat *brai«) people which I h^d 
imbibed froiir history made mo desirous tl^. it 
should retain ite name and its independence. I 
drew up myself its Constitution, which was to be 
tlie basis of your Majesty’s tbrune, and placed 
yotfupon it. I hoped that, jirought up under 
mo, you would have liad sncli an uttnehment to 
France as tlie nation has a right to cxjaict from 
its children, and still more ffoin its princes. I 
had hoped that, .«ducatod in my politics, you 
would liave felt that llollundf weak without mt 
aliy. w'ithout an anny, coi|hl ^nd must be con¬ 
quered directly she placed liws^f indirect ojipo- 
■-iiion to Franco; that she ought not to scqiai'ute 
her politics from mine; in short, that she was 
bound to me Jjy treaties. • 

" k^hiis 1 imagined tliat, in placing a Prince of 
iny own fam^y upon the throne of^Iolland, 1 
had a means of reconciling the interests of the 
two states, and of uniting them in one common 
cause in a common hostility to England. 1 know 
tiflit it has become the fiisbion with certain 
]>i>op]e to paiicg}ri/.e me and deride France. 
But they who do iiut love Fruiicu do not love me. 
Those who speak ill of my people I consider as 
iiiy greatest cnciiiiss. Your Majesty will And 
in gie a brother if I And in you a Frciichman. 
But should you bo unmindful of tb.‘'^ntinieiits< 
which attach you to our comigon country, you 
will hot take it anfl^s if I diftegard those .jvhich 
nature ftajncd between us." /r 

Loub remonstrated ngninst the interruption of 
trade between Holland and England, and finally 
in displeasure, ajjdii-atod lit* throne, and privately 
retired from Holland. lil-liciUlli, aggravating 
domestic discontent, embittered hjs davs. 

' “ Louis liad been spoiled^ said uie Emperor at 

St. Helena, “ by reading the worlyi of Rousseau, 
lie contrived to agree with his wife only for a 
few months, 'riierc were faults ou botli sides. 
Oil the one han||, Louis was too teasing in his 
temper, ^and, 9n the other, Uortenso was too 
volatile. They were attached to each other at 
the time’of their marrisge, which was agreeable , 
to their mutual wushes. 'The union, however, wos 
contrived by Jo^icpliino, who had her own views 
i» promoting it. I, on the contrary, would 
rather have extended iny connexion with other 
families, ^nd, for a moment, I had an idea of 


to him their solemn word tha£ they would do so.^rming a utuon between Louis and a niece of 


Tali-yrand, who afterwards became Madame 
Juste de Noailles. * 

'^Buli Hortense—the virtuous, the generous, 
the^evoted Hortense!—was not entirely faultless 
in he% conduct towards her husband. This I 
must ackn^ledge spite of ell the affeotion I 
boro her, and tiie sinoorb sttge^ment which I am. 
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sura she entertained fdr me. Tliou^h Lonis' tp do ? Was I to abandon 1, n]]an4 to oof 
wbimBical humours were, in all probability, suIlU encmic^ or tb^ p;ive it to anouie^yklng ?' Could 
cieiitly teasing, yet ho loved Hortodsc, and in I, in s^cb a case, have exp^'tqj more from a 
such a case a woman should learn to subdhe her stranger than my ctwn blothcr ^ Did not oil^lie 
own temper, and endeavour to rctom herhus- kings I created act nearly in the same manner? 
baud's attachment. Had slfo a^tod in the way I derived little nssistance from ray own (anply. 
most conducive to her iutercsta»slfe might liave Tliey ifivQ deeply injured '.nei. and tho'^reat 
nvoidciit* her iate lawsait/> secure^ hap{>incs3 to cause for which I ^ught. For the caprice of, 
lieraclf, Tind followedr her Inisbuud'to Holland. Louis, perhaps an' exc^ise is lo be found in the^ 
Ixuiis would not tlicnliavc fiedfre^fi Amsterdam, deplorable Hate of‘his health, which must have- 
and 1 should not havo been coippulled to unite had a considtt.ubb iUhu-nce ovcr.his mind." He 
Lis kingdom to mine, a measure which contri- was subject to cruel iiifinftities. On one side, he 
buted to ruin my credit in Europe.’’ « Wfis almost paridy tic. My onncxatiui^of Hoi- 

“'I'hcrc are," l^ouis wrote to Napoleon, “'only' land to the Eiltpire, however, produced a most 
three means of attacking Kngland uith rdlbct— unfavoiirablo impressiop throughout Europepund 
detaching Ireland from her; capturing her In* contributed greatly to layf.lm Ibuudatiou of our 
diiiii |i<>s.scssiuna; or a desetmt on hdr coast. The misfortunes.” ^ 

two last arc impossible without a navy. Hut I Perplexities wjre now rapidly multiplying 
am astonished tluit tlic first ha.s been so easily around Napoleon. England was pushing the 
' abandoned. These present n more certain meens war in t'pain'Vith extraoidinary vigour, llnssia, 
of seeiiring peaej® tlpni a system which injures exa.speratcd, was assuming every clay a more 
yourself and your alliu.s in an attempt to inidet j ho.'tilo attitude. Not a Freneh i!»iiing-bont 
greater hurt upon your enemies.” - I conlel'appear upon the oeenii but it was captured 

Ilortcii^c wttSttlnn in Paris with her two 1 by tlie uncisputed sovereign of Jic sea«. Tlnj 
children. She had bcoti se,pnrate(rfrom In-bus-•'maritime commerce of I'rance w;us nmnliihilcU. 
band. N't polcon toctk into Ills lap her little sun j There seemed no pos-,iIil(! way in which Napo- 
Napoleon, wotlier of the present Emperor of the - leon eoiild resist ins formidable c)pponent hut l)y 
French, and said to him, “(,'orae, my son, 1 will ] the Continental system; and that .system dc- 
be your father. Vou shall ld.se noiliing. The i stroyed the eommiavc of Europe, and provoked 
ronduet of your fatlnr grieves me to the hea't; | contijmal atitagoninn. There was no iilternativi- 
hut it i.s lobe c.xplaiiied, pcrluips, by his inlirmi- i Icf^'t lo/Niipoloon but to ‘abandon Iho .struggle, 
ties. When you become great, yon iniistiiddibcjvhumblytolhcdictatiotiofJ'higlatKkanilsiir- 
his debt to yours; and never forget that, in wliat* ret der Frauen to the 15oiirboiis, or to inaiutain 
ever situation >011 arc placed Ily my politics vml the system, o,ben,by the cxe.rewo oi arbitrary 
tlio intcrcal.s of my Empire, your first duly is to- power. Tims, by right of miglit iilo/.e, N'a'po- 
wiirds mtvi'our second towards Frunee. All y’our icon annexed to Franec the litljc canton of tiio 
other duties, even l1io«o towards tho people 1 '^’’alnis, which commanded the new roulo over the 
may conlido to Joifs Mill rank after these.” , Sira^dou to the kingdom of Italy. AVith the 
“ Ir xjunot be denied." say.s Savary, that tho safuq nsinping power; he r-stablishcd ii eordon of 
abdication and flight of Lonis ^erioti.fly affected troops from the mouth of ^ho Sclioldt to that of 
tho Emperor’s camso id'public opinion. It was the Elbe, to protect the coasts of il-ie (Jcrnian 
wilated to mo by a person who was near the Em- Ocean from tlio bark of tho smuggler. « 
peror when lie rcecivt.'d tho news oV tli,5 event, A young Saxon, ‘JO years of ago, namnd Von 
that ho never s'flw liim so mneh slrnek with^ der Siillm, was now arrested in Paris.# He eon- 
astonislimcnt., llo remained silent for a low re>.'S(-d that it was hi.s intention to assasdnato tlio 
moments, and, after? kind of momentary stupor, | Emperor,’Imd thus to immtTrlalize j[iis own m.imc 
suddenly appeared to be greatly agitated, ifo by connecting it with that of Napoleon. H© 
was not then aware of the inlliienco which that said that lie knew that life attempt would insure ‘ 
circumstauco would have over political aff’air.s. liis own death, wliether he snccoeded or not. 

Ilis mind was exclusivity tal eii up with his “I m.ido a written report to^ tho Emperor,’* 
brotJier’s ingratitude. Ilis heart was ycady to .says Savary,of whatever had preceded and 
burst when heexelaimcd— followed'ilio arrest of the j'ouiig Saxon, wlioso 

“ ‘Was it possible to suspect so mi-sohievous a iutentioms admitlcil no longer of any doubt, 
conduct in tho brother most indebted to me? Tbc wrotS in tho margin of my report, 

'When I was a mero lieutenant of artillery, T „‘This affair inust^be kept concealed, in order 
brought him up with tlic scanty menus which tfly to avoid the necessity of publicly following it 
pay afforded me. I divided my brand with him. up. Tlio young man’s ago must bo his excuse. 
And this is tho return ho makes for my (kindnes.s' Noiio arc criminal at so early an age unless 
The Emperor was so overpowered ^ crtiotioif regularly trained to crime. In a few years Ifis 
that his grief is said to havo vented itself in sobs.” turn of mind Vvill alter. Vain would then be 
Commenting upon theso acts at St. Helena, the regret of having sacrificed a young madman, 
Napoleon said— f . and plunged a worthy family into a state of 

“ When my brother mistook an act of public mourning,, to which some dishonour would al- 
scandal for one of glory, and tied froni his?brone, ways be attached. Confine him in the castle of 
decluming against me, my insatiable ambition Vinbennes. .Have him treated with all the care 
andiatclcrabto tyraeny, what rdlnaiued forme which Libd|rangement seems to require. Give 
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Lot Lis Hinjily Lcjjvritten 

_ _ time to d'» the rest. Speak 

on*rti 0 Ruliject fri*tho*Arcl*-C?luiu<!ellor, whoso 
advice will be of great assistance to you.' 

yn oonsaqiiftK’o of these orders, yomg Von 
dor iftfllm wiisopliecd at Vincennes, tfliere lie 
was still coutiuod ou the airivdl of the Allies in 
’I'uris.” • . ; 

Aj Napoleon w'aS) engaged in a perpetual 
serins of toil>and c^rts, 8ncjnr%;ing the in- 
tJii'try and developing tlTo resources of liis niii- 
• jo t c EnijJlre. warding off the htews of Eugliinil, 
siriving* to ^nitiliate iocs iipon*tho Continent, 
siipigintciKling the cahiyiitous war in Spain, 
which was overy d:)^ assuming a more lieivc 
and siiUituhniry‘clmractor, tlm jnar rapidly 
passed away, fliiving been sc^loiig alisent from 
J’’ranee, eoiulucting tke war upon llw banks of 
flio Daiiulie, he was •under the * necessity <if 
iiitriisiitig the conduct of the Spanish war to his 
generals. 

tjii the evening of the IDtli of March, 

!Maria Louisa •vns placed upon tlio coiieli of 
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stili'ering from wliieh no n-giil weslth or imperinl; c(|ne,'. father.* No one, witnessed the tours sho 
rank e:m purchase exeiiiiitioii. The labohr was' 

]o'.g-[)rotraetcd, and her anguish was dreadful. 


'iho hcawdy-loaclerl guns then, with redoubled „ 
voice, pealed forth the uimoiuieement. From i 
the entire city one universal roar of acclamation 
rose and blended s^ith their thunders. Never 
was an eartl^j^ inanarcli greeted with a morn 
affecting domot^ution ^if n nation’s love and 
homage. Tho.birth oH the King of Home! how 
illustrious! jho Uiotightiial mind will pause 
and mnse up^ the striking contrast furnishetl 
by Ills death. Who could then litive iiwiginod 
that Lis imperial father would liuve died u 
prisonfi* in a dilapidated stable at St. Helena, 
j'lirid timt tills child, the object ^f a nation’s lovo 
and expectation, would linger through n few 
hliort yeans of neglect and sorrow, and then 
sink into a forgotten gmvc I • 

Ily iho ringing of hells nud the explosion ot 
artillery, tho tidings of tliis birth were rapi.ily 
spljaid over the whole of France. .Josephmo • 
was at Navarre. Her nol)l% /|||^iirt rejoiced in 
nngni.sli. It was in the evening of tho Mtiio 
day that she was inftirnied, by the. euunon oftiie 
neighbouring g:arrison, that Napoleon had he- 

.sl'iid in her lonely eliainliev. 


Hut atsniidiiight 


Her urtemi lilt plivsieiaiis, in tho utrao.st trepi¬ 
dation informed Napoleon that tho ease wa- one 

•if extratiriliiniry dillle.nltv, and that tlift life ol'i" V‘ ' - ■ , c ■ «.i 

. ithcr tile mothor or the cl.il.l innst be seA'ineoi., '’cifmcnt ol ym.r army, cat.^ I.n 

He s'lt fv ! voice of a wmnaii l•>■a<■h your ear .•* W ill 


she thii.s wrote^to Napoleon 

Sire,— Amid the iiumeftus fclieitatlor.s 
wlueh you receive from every corner of Franco 


; you di.'igii to listen to lier who so often cniisohid 
your f-orrows and siveeteiitd ymir pains, now 
tluHbhc speaks to ycki only of that liappincss in 
wlii*li all yoiir wi.sln'S iiro liillilled’i’^^yaving 
ei’asod to lie yonr wife, d'.iro 1 felie,ii,ftte you on 
liceoiniiig a f<illiev,j^ Yes, .sire^ without he.si- 
tation; for my soul rendcr.s jK-.tieo to yours, in 

vfnn 


“ Save, the mother,’’ said Napoleon, 
the silo of his stilVering companion dur.'ig 
tWfive Ion* hours of agony, cnjleavouring to 
soifllio hr» fciirs and to revive he.r courage. 

Foreyving that M. Dubois, tlio snrgomi, h.id 
lo.'t hi.s pre.setii;o of rnirnl, he iiiqnircJ, “i .thls 
a ease of imlieard-of dilliei.lty ?” * 

•‘I have met with siu-k before,” the sr.rgi*ui!- - , . , - _ . 

rctilied; “hut they are rare. 

-Vtry well,” o-joiiied Napoleon; “summon ,!!:V7 

vi^nr foriitm*; fJrgot that you are utteuTin.g 7 ^ 

il.i Empress; do as you would with the l.um-l^^'''' united, by that sympathy 

blest trallwsnian in tho Hue. St. Denis.” . 

TIus judicious aUvicc v/as attcnJtjd with Ii:ip |\7 I should have dpsirui <o liavo Icnrnod tlio 
rc.*iults, (uul both moitiur uud tdiil I wrw i-avtii, l^drth of the ol Koine frorti ^ourself, and 

It had pnTviouhlv auiioniieod tlmt tlio not iroiu tliu sound ot tlio cflnuonof Lvreiix»or 
cannon of tlfc Invstlales hluiuld procluitn tJic ; the courier ot the lYcfrct. r know, how- 
ndvent of the expected heir to the throne. If j ever, that, in prelerence to nil, your first atten- 
th# child were a pmcfjw, tweiitv-oue guns were I the piibhc unthoniips or the 

to be fired; it, prince, one huudre.d. At aix ]niiriiiter., to yonr lamily, 
o’clock in tlio morning of the 20tli*of Afctri'h, all and CbpcRally to the lortuuati! princess who has 
Paris was aroused by the deep booming of llio'so i realised your dearest hopes, .bhc cannot be more 
heavy guns in aiinuueiation qf tlie arrival of tlio I tenderly difroteil to yon than I imi, but she has 
welcome stranger. Every windos/was thrown i contnhtitc more towards your 

open. Every ear was on th^alert. The slum-*^ hy securing that of r ranee, Sho 

borers were aroused from their pillows, «nd • then, a right to your first feehng'i, to all 

silence pervaded all the streets of the busy j yonr cares, and I, wlio wa.s but y'onr companion 

reetropolis, os the vast throng stood motioulcss .'P tiipifs dr dilliculty--l cannot ask more than 
to count the tidings which those cxplosious wore i for^ plgco in your alU'ctuins iar removed from 

thundering in tlieir ears. Tho heart of the > ‘’‘at occupied by the Empress Maria I^iwa. 

great capital ceased to beat, and in aM her ; Not till jrou have ceased to watch by her bed- 


glowing veins the current of life stood •still. 
The twenty first gun was fired. Hft interest 
was now iiitcme beyond conception. l<(f a 
moment the gunners delayed the next discharge, 
and Pans stood waiting in breathless euspeuse. 


nothin you arc weary of embracing your son, 
will you take your pen to converse with your 
friend. • I vrill wail. ^ 

Meanwhile it is not posrible foe me to delay 
telBng you that more than anjf one i;s Uio world 
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do I rqoice in your joy; and you udll not doubt 
my sincerity when 1 here say, tbaS, ‘far from 
/eulng on affliction at a sacrince neoess&iy for 
the repose of all, I congratniate myself on 
having made it, since I nocr si^cf alone. Bat 
I am wrong; I do pot suifct while yon arc 
happy, end I have bat oi^ rcgC^ in not having 
yet done enough to prov^ how d&or yon were to 
VO. I have no account of thqfhoaltli of the 
Kmpress. I dare to depend nponjrou, Kirc, so 
far as to hope that I shall ha^e circumstantial 
details of the great event which seoiwes the 
perpetuity of the name you have so nobly dlius-i 
trated. Engent^ and Ilortense will write me, 
imparting tlieir own satisfaction; but it is fnm 
you that I desire tp know if your child bo well— 
if he resembles you—if I shall one day be per¬ 
mitted to sec him. In short, I expect from you 
unlimited confi^nre, and upon snch I have 
some claims, in consideration, sire, of the hoi/nd- 
less attachment C imall cherish for you while life 
rena.in8.’’ 

Josephine had but just despatched this letter 
when a courier was unnbunced wi'tli a note fr^m 
tlie EmpA'or. With intense agitation, She re¬ 
ceived frobn the youthfUl and fAgile page the 
billet, aud immediately retired to her privnfo 
apartment. Half an hour elapsed before site 
again made her appearance. Her eyes vt^ro 
swollen with weeping, aud the billet, whicii she 
still held in her hand, was blurred with her tears. 
She gave the page a note to the Emperor in 
vply, and presented him, in token of her appre- 
/iutlon of the tidings which he had brougl^t, n 
small 'nutfocco case, containing a diamond 
breast-pin and live thousand francs in gold. 

Then, with ft* tiemulons *.bioo, she rciul the 
Empdhir's note to her friends. Its cos'cliiding 
lines were—‘iThls infant, in concert witli our 
Eutjhte, will constituttf'iiny happiness and that of 
franco.” 

As Josepliino ^ead tlieso words widi emphasis, 
she oxclairand, “Is it possible to bo more, 
amiable ? Ctuld anything be better calculated, 
to sootlie wbatcveri ni’ght be painfiil in my 
thoughts at t^iis moment, did I not so sincerely 
love the Emperor? This uniting •»>>/ son mih his 
own is, indeed, worthy of him who, when he 
wills, is the most delightful of <spcu. This is It 
which has so much moved mo.’’ v 

Notwithstanding the jealousy of Maria Louisa, 
Napoleon arranged a plan by which lio presented 
to .Tosepbine the idolized cliild. The interview 
took place at the Royal Pavilion, near Purls. 

Shortly after tills interview, Josephine thHis 
wrote to Napoleon 

“ Assuredly, sire, it was not me?6* cndo|itl» 
which led mo to desire to meet the King of 
Koine; I wished to examine his countenance— 
to hear the sound of his voice, so like your pwn 
—to behold you caress a son on whom emtro 
so many hopes, aud to repay him tlie toi^erness 
which you lavished on my fwn Eugtne. * When 
you recall hojv doarjy yon loved ^ne, you will 
Dot be surprised at my affection for the son pf 


i tfSlL 

Another, siiAn he b yonn h‘kd]rise, lior deem 
either Culse or exaggerated, smti|.ent8 which you 
have so fully oxpj^rieneed in. your own jigart. 
The moment I saw you enter, bearing the young 
Napoleon in your hands, was unQuestionably one 
of the happiest of my life« Jt effuceiLi Mr a 
time, the fecolV'uti^ of all that had preceded 
it«.for nevfir hawj I received from you a more’ 
touching ifiark of afmot^n—it is more: it is 
one of csteeci—of luncere attachment. Still, 1 
am perfectly seifslble, csife, that those meetings 
which afford nte so much pleasure tpannot fre-, 
quently be renewed, and 1 taust net. so fur 
intrude on your compliance ns to put it often 
under contribution.' let sacritico to your 
domestic tranquillity bo one proof more of my 
desire to mako^you happy.” 

At St. ‘IfeloBa, Nnpolfeon said—“It is but 
justice to observe that, as soon as tlie Emperor 
showed himself resolved on the divorce, Jose¬ 
phine consented to it. It cost her, it is true, a 
sw'cfti siicritice, but she submitted withont mur¬ 
muring, and witliout attempting to avail hcrs«If 
of those obstacles wliicli she might, however 
nsebissly, have opposed to the measure. Slio 
conducted herself with the utmost grace :uid 
address. She desired tliat the yiccroy mi> lit 
conduct the proceedings, and she herself niadc 
offers cf service with regard to the house of 
Austria. 

Josephine would willingly have seen Maria 
Louisa. She frequently spoke of hejr with gr at 
interest, ns ww!l ns of the joiing King of IJopio. 
IVinria Louisa, on her part, behaved wonderfiillv 
well to Eugene and Ilortense > but sic nuiui- 
f'ested tlie utmost dislike, and even j.!nlon«y, of 
.Tosepliine. I wished one day to take licr to 
Malmnisot, but she'burst into tears when 1 
ininle the proposal. She said she did not object 
to my visiting .Josephine, only sin^did not wish 
to know it. Blit, whenever she silspected Aiy 
intention of going to Malmnison, there wns no 
stratagem which she did not employ fdr the sake 
of annoying me. She never left me; and, ns 
jtheso visits seemed to vex her eifue'.'dingly, I did 
violence to my own foeUngs, aiv' scarcely ever 
went to Malmnison. Stiu, however, when I did 
happen to go, I was sure to encounter a flood of 
tears and a multitude of contrh'anQea*bf every 
kind." ^ • 

Baron jMoneval, private secretary to the Em¬ 
peror, and also si^jisequontly to Maria I..oui8a, 
tlitis respecting Nnpulcon's domestia 

^haractqr:— * 

“ The Emperor, burdened with care, and per¬ 
ceiving himself upon the eve of a rupture with 
Russia, occupied 'his. time between the multi¬ 
plied labonrs cf his cabinet, reviews, and the 
work of bis ministers. It was in the society of. 
his wife and his son that he sought the only re- 
creal£on i^r which he hod any taste. The few 
moments A.' leisure which the toils of the day ** 
lefr^im be consecrated to his son, whose totter¬ 
ing stepskhe loved to guide with even feminine 
solicitude. ‘When the precious child stumbled 
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ond fell beforO|«s fatlicr could prcv^t it, he waa her, what it all meant. ^ I love you too well,’ 
received Vritb and with j^iymis shunts of site rep'iwi. 'noc to hide your auger irom the 

laughter. ThoKipDress assisted iu those Tutnily cAwd.iu tno court-yard. Yon, perhaps, wUl 
ecene% but she fo^lt a l*ss active part than the one day be called to govern all those jieople; 
Emperor. This trio, whose simplicity compelled and what would th^v say if they saw you in 
one to forget their unspeakable grandeur, pre- such a lit of rggi ? Do you think they wou] I 
sentffiethe tnucbidg spectacle of ^ tttizen's ever obey you if 8^y knew you to be so wicked V 
honsekold, united by ties ofatheanost tender nf- Upon this, the. child tsked pardon, and pro- 
fection. Who could have^im^ined Ae dcstni)' n)ised never niuin to ^ve tray to bucli iits o^ 
reserved for those whoicoinjwsed it? That man, ung-r. This,”Tlio Emperor continued, ‘ was 
who ITas been rg>rescuted as^nseusRde to senti- language very ditferent from that addn sSed by 
ments of sympathy an J Kindness, was a tender M. Villeroi to Louis XV. ‘ Itchold ail tin so 
Jiusband anA father.” • • people, %iy prince,’ said he. ‘They belong t- 

The fidlotring well-authentiegted anecdote, you. * All the mrn you see yomirr are yours."' 
relate^ by Baron Menevnl,^bei}ntifnl1y ilhittrates Napoleon cheriiihed thiscliild with uii intun^ily 
the social spirit of Nnj^lcoti. The rcinenibninco of nlh-ction whicli no eartlily love bus, perhaps, 
of a taste imbibed in the familiarity of the do- ever surpassed. “Do I decciVe myself," Miiil 
mcstic life wdiich she had piiss<^ in her youth, he, one day at St. Ifoiena, to the CountebS Mon- 
inspired the Empress sono day to make an tliolon, “ in-imagining that this ?ock, all frig it- 
> omelet. While she wau employed fh that ira- ful it is, would be an clysiiun my sou wcid 
portant culinary operation, the Emperor, un- by my side? On receiving mtoamy arms tliat 
announced, entered the room. The Enipres'*, a infant, so many tim s fervently implored-w'f 
little embarrassed, endeavoured to conceal %e| Heaven, could 1 have believed Umt one day ho 
operations. “ Mi I" exclaimed the Emperor, wo.dd have hecjjune the source of my greatest 
wifli a hatent smile, “what is going on here? ang|iish? Yes, inadamo, every day he costs me 
It seems to me I perceive a singular odour, as of tears of l)loo<l. I imagine to myself ftid most 
frying." Then, passing round tlie Empress, he horrid events, wTiich I cannot retnove Trom iny 
discovered the chafing-dish, the silver snucv’pan in miiul. 1 hco cither tlie potion or 4lie empoisoned 
which the butter began to melt, tlic salad howl, fruit which is about to tenniuutc tlicdays of that 
and the eggs, “lluw!” exclaimed tliosEm- yoiufg imioceiii by tlie most cruel sufTirings. • 
peror; “ are you making an omelet ? Yon ..now^iCouipusiionato my weakness, madaiuu; console 
nothing about it. I will show you how it if]me!" 

done.” lie imutvdiatcly took Ins place at the Soon afrer the birth of the King of Rome, 
table, and we^t to work witli the liinpress, she Nupideon c-mlemphiier! erecting a palace for him 
eervii^ as etssistant-cook. Tho omelc-t was at u[K)u ^le banks of the S.dnc, nearly opposite the 
last made, and one side w-as fried. Now came liridgo of .Iona. The government necofflingly 
tho difficulty of turning it hy tossing it over wi^ii attempted to purcluiso tlm houses situated upon 
artistic skill in tlie fry 11 ig-pan. ^-Napoleon, in the the ground. They hiifl obtainelll all except tho 
' attempt, awkwanlly ti>ssed*it‘ upon tfie floor*'dilapidutei hut of a cooper, whioii was esiiiimtud 
Smiling, he said, “I have given myself credit to be wortliaTiout twelve hundred amWifiy francs, 
for more exalted faleiits than I possess;" and he Tho owner, a mulish man, nifdiiig tho pi)s-.o.s.sioii 
left ^he Empreffe .undisputed mLtress of the of his lint to be tpiite nssuiiti^l to tho iilari, dc- 
cuisjne. ‘ inaiidcd ten tliousifnd francs. 'J^io exorhitunC 

hladame 4c Montesquieu was appointed go- demand was repor oJ to the Emperor, fie rc- 
'verncss to the infant Princo. She was a woman pljpd, “It is exorbitant; but tho porfr man will 
of rare excollei^c^ of (^anictcr, and no8ly dis- bo turned out of his home; pajsit to him," The 
charged her rospoDsibilities. “ Madame Montes- man, finding his demand so proinjilly acceded 
^uieu," said Najffjlcon at?St. Helena, “was u to, immediately declared that, upon further ro- 
woman of singular merit. Her piety was siii- llectioii, he could not afTord to sell it for less than 
cere, and her principles excellent. She had tho thirty thousand fruilcs. All expostulations were 
highest claims on my esteem and regard. I in vain. Tiie architect knew not what to do. 
wanted half a dozen like her. I wouI<i*have He was afraid to annoy the Emperor again with 
mven them all appointments equal to* their the subject, and jret he could not proceed with 
deserts- The following anocdole wil^ afford a his plan. Tlie Emperor was again appealed to. 
correct idea of the manner in ^liich Madame “•This fellow," said Napoleon, ‘‘ trifles with us; 
Montesquieu managed tlio King of Rome. 'The but tSicre is no help for it. Wo roust pay the 
apartments of the young Prince were on the money." . The cooper now increased his price 
gronnd-floor, and looked out on (he court of the to hfty thotufadd francs. The Emperor, when 
Tuileries. At almost every hour in the day, infornsed*of it, said indignantly, “ The man is 
numbers of people were looking in at^ho window a wretch. * I will not purchase bis house. It 
in the Imps of seeing him. One day, when ]ic shall remain where it is, a monument of my 
was in a violent fit of passion, and rebellir^ rosp-ctafor 8>o laws.” The plans of the architect 
,*furioasly against the authority of MadanM Mol^ were cnanged. Tho works were in progress at 
' tdlquien, she immediately ordered all the sliutters the time ff Napoleon's overthrow. The poor 
to Im closed. The Child, surprised at the suddeif cooper, M. Bonvivant, %nding hlmsdf in the 
darkness, asked ifamaa Quieu, as he usq^ tb call midst of rubbish ilbd baiiding iflaMriaa, bitterly 
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lamentoJ liis folly. He was living, n few years f putting UAm to death. Sc^ tfal arrests took 
ago, at Pttssy, still nt work at Lis^micle. The placA which were followed by ’trial andysafital* 
Bourbons, on their return to Paris, tlir^ down punishmciit. There no^i^uljt that, if | had 
the rising walls of the palace, and destroyed not detained the^Sicllian ofliccr, he might have 
their foundations. * a * found his way back to the Qu^en, and made her 

One day, at Cot^iegne/’^l^'s the Buko of. untic^ato, by two n)onths,l^h^ period {pra}iirry> 
Gaetu, “ I was walking^witli^Tio Emperor in the , ing her ^lan ipto eifect, which would have hap. 
park, when the Ei^ig o» Rome'appeared, in the j 4 )e(icd paeviousty ^ the English being apprised 
• arms of his nur.se, accompanied/iy his governess, ' of it. Ifhas been tPvcr^ prevalent opinion that 
tlio yountess of Montesquieu. After ciire.ssing ; every metyis of |)estroyitig the Englhli* would * 
Lis son for a few tnonnents, *bo coutiiiucd his i find acceptanoe withalw. Einpeftr. lu refutation 
walk, saying to me, ‘Behold a child \Hiin would of this, 1 liavf just related a fact n'hinh is per- 
liave been fur hnjipier to have been hor); a pti-1 sonnl to bin), and whieli is,stUl unknown in 
vatc Individuaf, with a modenitc ineunio. lie! France, because he had ordeiutl me not to 
is destined to bear a heavy burden upon his I divulge it to the Vofld.” * 

ehoulders.’” . _ | “iSavury,” said NapoRton at St. Ihdena, “re- 

The Buko of Rovigo, then ininislor of police, j latc.s acircuilislahcc which is perfectly true. ITo 
relates an anqftdote highly illustrative of thc“c, njipears ^o Infcc prc-'ci^ced some order which I 
, times. Wo introduce it in his words. The event' wrote on tlic oecasiou„as well as to liavo rccol-« 
occurred in tkj of tl»c year 1810 . ^ I Icctod some of my expressions. 1 dnl not like 

“ A Sicilian Imig of war liovo in siglit of one to have it publicly mentioned, ii.s it implicated 
the small jiorts of Bnlmatia. It landed an sqificar a relation to my son. 1 did not wish to 
ofiiccr belonging to the, Sieiliiiu navy, who was *liave it known tliat mie so iicqfly allied by blood 
iu the confidential omploymciiVof tlie late (biceii, to him ennid be capable of pr(j|io.iiig so atroAotis 
of Napi-'s and Sicily. Slie sent him ofFu iuffy to an act as that iiiado bv Caroline to me. It was 
tlie prii».‘i|iaJ ollic<’r in commacd, for wborn ho ; to make a second Sicilian \ c8por^; to max'iicre 
was tho bearer of a most oxtruordimiry com- ' all the Eiiglisb army and the English in Sicilv, 
nii.'>sion. Mui^liul IViurmont having sent him to which she ollerod to clT'e.ot, provided I would 
me, I interrogated liiin, and received his \^ittcii; support and afford her a-sistauce after the deed 
deelanitiiio, to wdiicli lie uflixed his signature. ' wns/'doiie, I threw the agent who was the 
it rcliiti'd that tho (.inecu of Sicily, who wnsLbenrer of the jwoposal into prison, where hp 
iiiiputiciit to shake off the Enirlish yoke, bad »rpmuincd until the revolution which sent me to 


rc.s(dvi;d to attempt it by renewing against them 
tho Sicilian I’cs/it’/v,®' ns soon as she niigiit feel i 
satitig^l that, in thu event of failure, siib might 
rely upon finding an asylum iu some part of 
Italy, under^hjs French ^bimiidou. The ofiiccr 
adi^d that everything tvas in readiness for th<j 
execution of this jiroject. Jt was«to take place 
iminediatAiy after return to Siuily. lie lanl 
open all tie means of success whieli thu Queen 
hud nt in-r coimnnad. ^ . 

“After receiving the duclurntion of tho Sicilian 
oflictr, it ^ecunie my dntv to commuinoato it* to 
tlie Emperor. Ho nmcl the whole proposal, and 
could not reprcss*his indignation at thu presump¬ 
tion that lie could have lout his assistance to 
such a cowardly mas.sHcrc. Ho ortkred me to 
detain tlia Sidfian officer, ^wLm was, iu conse- 
queiiee, lodged in tlie Castle 6f yhiceniies, where 
he was still confined when the .dRlics entered 
Paris, lie has since died. His name was Amcl la, 
and must still be fouud inserted in tlie reuisters 
of tho court of that dungeon, where_ it may 
readily be seen. A few mouths after tliis^veht, 
tlie foreign newspapers alluded to the discovery 
made by tho Euglish in Sicily of^a project fur 
•- 

About ttio middle of tlio thirteenth century, diaries 
of Ai\]un ustiibllelicd liimsidf In possession of Naples and 
Sicily. A wide-spread couspirae.v was oruulzed against 
the French. On the 3Uth of March, t2Bl, at #he liour 
of vespers, the conspirators auddenly arose upon Uiolr 
unsuspecting victims, and an awful scone of carnage 
ensued. Neither ago iior^ox was s^redf Aged niuii, 
'Women, and children were cut down mercUosaly In tlio 
(ihambois Ind dn dhe streets. Illle inasaacM Juu ever 
i.nce been called the SteilUm Vupert, 


Elba. Tic must have been (bumI,«'unoiig otbers, 
I in the prions that were allottyvl for* state 
; criminals.” 


citapTf.u lie 

• T n u It u s s 1A N cv .V n. 

• % 

TcHtlmonv of NjipiiT to the cli.uMeter of X.ipoleon— 
Itoinuvlvs of ll.izlilt — AdniivMioiiM fit C'isriereajrh, 
Scott, and Lnekliiiit—Nature of llie strife—Nspoleoii’s 
njipiigirtion to Ins ollicv-dlostile movements of Alex- 
under—Urndrzvuns nt Pivsden-yiionfHlenee of tlie 
Empi'iiir—'1 cMimoiiy of Savnr.i^l.'i-bietanec of Na- 
poiiMin's Kciieruls—Sllt-ion of nie AMie do I’rnilte- 
Stiikiiigremarks to theUakoui Gncta—Maguideont 
designs of tlie Kinpcmr. 

Tin: “ IJi'tory of the Pefiinsular War,” by 
Coloeel Napier, lias become t iic of tho British 
classes. It is a inugni iceiit tribute to tlie genius 
'ai]d the grandeur of the Buko of Wellington. 
Colonel Napier, aiding with his sword in tho over¬ 
throw of KapilTeon, surely will not bo accused 
of being the blind eulogist of his illustrious fuo. 
Ho thus testifies rcsjieetiug the character of the 
French Empetor, and the canso ho so nobly 
advocated* 

“ Beep, unmitigated hatred of democracy was, 
iftdeed, the moving spring of the English Tories’ 
imlicy. Napoleon was warred against, not, ag 
they petended, because he was a tyrant and a 
,usurper, for he was neither; not became hia 
invasion at Spiflb waa mvjust, bat became he 
was th8 powerml and successful enemy of aristo* 
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cretioprIviJego. *^he^mpplnos8undin(fepcn<]enco fluid formed with tlmt end, never for himself 
mf t^^e ^^euiusulal rere wordS without nieauiiQg iu periinually; mid lienno it is tlmt the raiiltltudei 
their state pajwrsmaA spegclies. and thoir anger of miuiy nations instinctively revere his memory, 
and db?tification were extreme when they found And neither the monarch nor the aristocrat, 
success against the Emperor had fostered that dominant thoup^li tj>ey*be by his fall, (eel tliom- 
demooini^ it was tlie^ object to destroy. , * selves so easy ih ■f.heir hit,^! plueea as to rejoice 
“ Such was Naploloon’s situation; arid as ho mncli in their victrify. , 
read the signs of tho^times tfuljs, ne kpow thati “In 1811, thd white ^coloyrs (the nourboii 
in his military skill, and t^e rage of 'lho pen- flag) were 8up|fertcd by furcign armies, and • 
*8ants ah the ravages of Rio en^y, ha must find I misfortune had bowed tlio groat domocyatio 
the means to ext>Ycate Lirasalf irooi Eis diilicul- cliief to the earth;'but wlieu, rising ugaia in iiis 
lies, or, rathe^ to extricate his country, for self woudrou.i]might, he oiiino biwk alone from Elba, 
liRd no pla^e ntahis policy, save asciis personal pother people, with wliom only patriotism is 
glory was identified with Franco and her pros- ever to iio found, and that beultuse they are 
perity. Nt‘.ver before did ttiio world sue a man poor, and therefore niisophisticati'd, crowded to 
soaring so high and devoid of all selfish arabi- meet him and hail liim us n father. Notbcciuiso 
tion. Let those who, liunestly socking truth, they held him blameless. Who born of womuii 
doubt this, study Napoleon careiuNy. Let them is? They demanded redress of grievances, even 
jeud the record of his second abdication, pnb- whilo they clang instinctively to him ns their , 
Tished by his brotlier Imc;en, that stern repub- stay Und protectiuu against t1^ hmust tyranny 
licBti who refused kingdoms as the price of his of aristocracy." • 

prineiplcs, and they will doubt no longer. ^ The pi incipal charges which have been broiigfil 
“Napoleon's power was supported in Kranco^ng;iii«it Napoleon are the mnssaero of the jiri- 
hy ttiat deep sense of his goodness as a save- ; hune|; at dalla iNid the poisoning of tlie sick 
reign, and tlmt admiration for liis genius, which ' in tlie iiospital there, the eNeoiiliou of th« Duke 
pervaded the poorer und middle glasses of the ; d'Engliien, the jiAuvion of Sfiain, the divorce of 
people; by the love which tliey bore towards i •lo.srphine, and the war witli Uiissia. lie has 
him, and still bear for his memory, bccunse ho ; also guncrnlly been aecnsi-d of delTiging JCuropo 
ehcrisln^d the principles of a ju.st equality., in Idi^od, impelled by hi.s loro of war, und to 
They loved him also for his incc.ssnnt acuity ' gratify his insatiable niiiliitioii. Wo huvo thus 
ill the public service, his freedom from all ^ir recorded, in refenuee to these cases, the 
private vices, and because Ids public works, |facts, together with Napoleon's explitnatioiis, and 
wondrous for ^beir number, their utility, und! also tl^i searching conniicnt of hU foes, licforo 
gmndi^pr, iigvcr stood still. Undi'f liiui the. eiiter!n" upon a narrative of the events of tlm 
poor iniiU never wanted work. To France ho; Uussiair cauipnign, it is noei ssury, with ^tno 
gave nohl9 institiitions, a comparatively just, degree of miuntcncss, to c-xplaiu the complicated 
eoilo of laws, and glory unmatclicd eiiico tliv ^ cuiim-s of tlie war. —, , s 

days of the Konmns. V/illhiin ^lazlitt, in tlie following tenns.^e- 

“The troops idolised Napoleon. We3 they j cords Ids view of t^ie inllneneo of England iu 
might. And to assert their attachment cum-1 promoting the Ilussnm war 
nience.d only whyi they became soldiers, is t* j “ Let a conutry,” says he, “ bo so situated ns 
ackiioVledgo that ids excellent qualities and i to annoy others at pleasure, Inst to be itself in- 
grcatne‘-s of mind turned liatrcd into devotion ' accessible to attack; let it be sul>)het to a Inaid 
the moment Ub WHS approached. Rut Napolvoii j who is governed entirely by ids will and pas- 
iiever w'us hated by^ thi^ people of Franfc; ho ! sioifs, and either deprived of or deaf to reason ; 
was their own orchtion, and they loved him so j let it go to war with a in'iglibou*ring state wrong- 
y monarch was i»ver lov^ before. Ills march | fully, or for the worst of all possildn causes, to 
from Cannes to Puiis, surrounded by iiuudreds' ovcrliirn the independence of a nation and tlie 
of thousands of poor men who were not sol- ] liberlies of manknidj let it ho defeated at llrst 
diers, can never b8 clfaced nor disligured. Fur by the spirit and reffcnlmcnt kindled by a wanton 
six weeks, at any moment, any assign iqiglit, and unprovoked attack, and by the sense of 
by a single shot, have acquired the reputoiion shame and irresolution occa.sioiied by the weuk- 
of a tyraimicide, and obtained v^t rewards be- ness of it« pretended motives mid tlie baseness 
sides from the trembling monkrehs and ifiristocr&s of i^ real ones; let it. however, persevere, and 
of the earth, who scrupled not l8 instigate men mSkeji vow of lasting hatred and of war to ex- 
to the shauioful deed. Many there were base termination, listening only to disappointed pride 
enough to undertake, but none so hardy aa to and revenge,,and relying on its own security; 
execute the crime, and Napoleon, voided by the let Joiit with others, influenced by similar 
people cf France, passed unharm^ !;§ a tlirone, counsels, bgt not exempted, by their Mtuation, 
whence it required a million of foreign bayonets from suliVring the consequences, or paying the 
to drive him. From the throne they drove him, just and natural forfeit of disgrace, disaster, and 
^nt not from the thoughts and hearts of men. « mortitic\tion for the wrong ^eyhad meant to 
9 Bnt, as 1 have before said, and it if true, indict on truUi and liberty; let it still hild out, 
N^leon's ambition was for the greatness and, watching ulr miking op^onuniUes to bully, to 
moqieiity of Franm, for the regeneration of wheedle, to stir qp the passioy, ja tempt the 
Enrope, for the stability of the system wMoh he avarice of cmintrifw, smarting under old wonnds 
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(o enj^djra in now wars {for which they are not retumod tho policy of tlia L'oblos. Tbo in* 
prepared, and of which they UD^rjro oil <the babipots of Sweden<dii<ga^c(rfcvith tho coiidnct^ 
punishment; lot it laugh at tlie llumes fhat of tlieir mad king, GastaTus-tLV., cjeclod'^liiin 
consutno tho vitals pf otlier kingdoms, exult in from the throniv Hoping sto aecura ^'>pular. 
the blood that is shed, qind bornt tliat it is the rights, and to obtain the favour of Fnince 
richer for all the money that squanders; lot ngaiicst the encroachmcntse of Russia, they 
it, alter having exbhustedV^clf in invectives elected, after various politUca^ vicissituftdtii licr> 
against annrciiy and litenUouencss, and made a nadotte to tlft vacant throne. The Prince of 
^ military chieftain fceccssary to ^ipprcss the very 1’onto-CIJ^vo whs a marshill of France, lie was 
evils it had engendered, cry out against des- one of the ablest oT Nipolcon’s generals, llo^, 
potistn and arbitrary swuy< let it, unsatisfied had marrii!^ Madbmoiselle Cl?''y, a sistcl* of the 
with calling to its aid all the fnry of political wife of Joseph Uonliparte. Tlie Swedish ek;c*> 
prejudice and national linlrcu, proceed & bhickeiJ tors supposed'.hat tliis choice wouI(I>be pocnliar'y 
tlie character .“f the only person wiio ca7i ImfUe gratify iiig in Napoleon ; but it wits not so. 
its favourite projects, so that his name shall Though Napoleon l^ad ever treated Dcniudotto 
eeem to taint the air and his existence to oppress with great kindness and forbearance, there was 
the earth, and a'll this without tho least founda* but little syinfiachy between them. When in* 
tion, by the means of a free press, and from the formed of the plcction, Napoleon replied— 
peculiar and '‘(ilmost cxeliisivc pretension of a “ It would not become me, tlie elected mo* 
'whole pcopl^ tq morality and viriiic; ht the narch of flio people, Co set myself against the 
deliberate uit.d clfotal disreg.'ircl of truth und elective franchise of other nations. I, however," 
d'cciicy produce irritation and ill-blood; let tho he allcrwards said, felt a secret instinct that 
repeated breaches of treaties impose new and ndt'nuduttc was a serpent whom I wa^ nourishing 
harder terms on kings who have no respect to in my bosom." < 

their word, and nations who have no will of'^lieir I’lie iiewly-electcd Prince immcdi.'itely ‘paid 
own; Ipt tlie profligate contempt of the ordinary his rospodts to the Emperor, who received him 
rules of warfare cause reprisals, and give a frankly. * 

handlo to complain against iiijnsiicc and foul ‘‘As yon are offered tho crown of Sweden,” 
play; let the uselessness of all that had been said Napoleon, “ I permit you to accept it. I 
done, or that is possible, to bring about n‘pc.ace had ■nolher wish, ns you know. But, in short, 
and disarm an unrelenting and unprinciple>^ it is^Vour sword which has made you a king, 
hostility, lead to desperate and impracticable'*and yon arc sensible that it is not for me to 
attempts, and the nccesbury cunsequcnco will be, stand in tho way of your good fortune." 
that the extreme wrong will assnino the iQipeur- He tlum entered very fully with him into tho 
anee of the extreme right; iiatiniis g'oaniiig whole plan of his policy, in whicK Boriladotto 
undef tho iron yoke of the victor, and forgetting appeared entirely to concur. Every dny lie 
that they were the aggressors, will only feel | attended the Emperor’s levde'witli his son, mix* 
that they are'* the agjff^eved party, and will; mg with tho other courtiers. By such means 
endeavour to shake olf their humiliation at he coit jdetely gained the heart of Napoleon, 
whatever ■‘cost; subjects rill make emumon lie was about to depart poor. Unrilliiig 
cause with their''rulers to remove the evils that his general should present himself to tho. 
which tho hitter have brought upon them. : Swedish throne in that ncuc^'itous state, like a 
“ In the V’discriiniiiiite c.aifusion, nations will more adventurer, the ]'’.mperor generously pre- 
be attacked that have given no sullicicnt or cm- sented him with two millions of francs out of his 
mediate iX'ovocatioii, und their res-i-itaiico will bo own treasury. lie even granted to his family 
tho signal for a general rising. In the determi- the cHdowments wliicfU, as, a foreign prince, 
nation not to yield till all is lost, the war will be Berinidotte could no longer lijlihcelf retain ; and 
carried on to a distance and on a scale, when they finally parted dh apparently terms of m..* 
success becomes doubtful at every step, and tual satisfaction. 

reverses from the prodigioiAkOxtcnt of the moans Alexander had for a long ^timo been importu- 
cmployed, more disastrous and irretrievable; and nate in hh demands that Napiilcon should pledge 
thus, without any other change in the object or hiiiii^lf that the kingdom of Poland should 
principles of the war than a perseverance in nevef be re-established, and that tho Duchy of 
iniquity, and on utter defiance of consequences, \Var8.aw„ which had been the Prussian share of 
the original wrong, aggravated a thousandfold, Poland, should receive no accession of strength, 
shall turn to seeming right—impending ^uin to On the absolute refusal of Napoleon to consent 
assured triumph; and marches to Paris and to those conditions, Alexander replied ig Ian* 
exterminating muiiircstoes not oxAy gain impu- gnage of irritation and menace. ’ 
nity and forgiveneas, but be coii^rtcST into “ What means Russia," said Napoleon to the 
beligious processions, Te Dcumt, ahd soIetnu> envoy of‘^Alexander, “by holding such lan- 
aroathiug strains for the deliverance of man- giiago? Docs she desire war? If I had wished 
kind. So much can be done by fiie ^ful in< to re-establish Poland, I need but have said so, 
frtuatiqn of one country and one man.* and c|>oald not have, in that ease, withdra^ 

Russia was now contiauing dgily fp exhibit a my troops from Gennany. But I will not ais- 
moro hostile aspect. ^l)iaa^ointed in the co- " honour myself by dedaring that the Polish 
operation clcpiAted from Napoleon, -Alexander kingdiyn shall never be re-established, nor 
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center mrself alms by using tho*lnn<»nBgo ’ “^My dej^r Caulainconrt/ said Alrxftndcr to 
of thfe Bivhiity. would sully my mcinoi^ to me iono evening, when wo wcw conversing on 
put tny» neat to an aot|rliic|i reci^gnised the par- the balcony of the Empress's apartments. ‘ Na- 
tition of Poland. Much more would it dis- poleon ought to be made acquainted with tlio 
honour me to declare' that the realm sbpuld plots which are ^poe Imtching ogainat him. I 
never fiS^festored. I can enter intq n-s en- have concealed iftt^ing front) you, my dear duke, 
gagement that would operate ^igaieist tllo bravo la my confidence, 2 liav^ perhaps overstepped 
people who have served me so ^ell, and with the limits of strlfct propsety.^ Tell your Km- 
sneh constant good-will imd^evotion." ' peror all that I Lave revealeef to yon; toll him 

Alcxinder next demanded^ that pNnpoleon all that} ou have seen and rend; tell him timt 
should guarantee to hinf tJSo possession of the here the earth trclnbles boncatU my feet; ’that 
right bank and the mouths of theiDanuhe, and here, in my own empire, Ijo has rendered niy 
also of thb prdviaces of Moldaviao r.ud WhU pofiitlor^ Intolerable by his violation of tP atics. 
lachia. But Napoleon, in deference to Turkey I Transmit to him from mo this c2ndid and linal 
and Austria, refused t<^ lend liis assi-tance to | dcclarntiou. If once the war bo iiually entered 
these acts of cncrunchrhent. lie would simply |,iipon, either he, Napoleon, or I, Alexander, must 
consent to leave those nations to settle tliose ; lose our crown.' ” 

difficulties among themselves, withbut atiy inter- j Tlio violation of treaties liero tqferred to w.a8 
ferenco on iiis part. * • | Napoleon's sc’ziire of the territories of Oldenburg ^ 

The English cabinet immed'iitcly took nd-1 to prevent smuggling. li > 

vantage of these new perplexities into which i Napoleon, weary of fields of uibod, was cx- 
Napoleon was pinnged. Agents wore seiitaito^tremely reluctant again to draw the sword. The 
St. Petersburg toaform a new coalition nRuinst^coiisoIldiition of his empire demanded prttcc. 
Napoleon. Constitutional England and d<!8potic ; rrui|*e, after a stiftigglc of twenty years against 
Russia joined hands to cnish tho “ limpcror of, eotuhiued Europe, was anxious for »repose, 
the Uepnblic." Tho cabinet of St. .Tames opened J Under these ci*curastanccs, Napoleoi^ again 
its treasures of gold to the Czar, and offeivd the made the most strenuous endeavours to pro- 
most efficient co-operation with its re-i»tlc'S ! mote peace. lie sent an envoy t<f the Czar with 
navy and its strong armies. The Russianwere ' ussurMiices of his most kind, fraternal feeling", 
encouraged to hostilities by the assurinieenh.'it ^ ^Ic pledged himself that be would do ootliiug, 
Napoleon was so entangled in the Spauinh wnrfdireetly or indirceth', to iitstigato the re-csta- 
tbat lie could withdraw no efficient forces to re- j blishment of the kiimdom of I'oinnd; pron)iseii 
sist the armieo of Russia. any r^jasonable iiidemuilieat’on for past griev- 

“ Dhring the last months of my sojourn in St. auccs; and even nm-ented to allow Russia to 
Petersburp^" says Caulamconrt, “ how frequoirly relax tlio rigours of the Continental systetTb {ly 
did Alexander mlikc me tlie confidant of liis opening her ports, under licenses, to Etiglisli 
anxious feelings I England, the • iinplacabib goods. Rut Riiss’a wr") now nu^erithe influence 
enemy of Franco, maintaintd secret ng|jnt8 at’^iftho rabitjetof St. dafhes. The English couhI 
the court of Russia, for "the purpose of stirring not hnig retain their positions in the Peninsula 
up disafiectian and discontent around the throne. nnh'.ss they could cause Napoleon a^ain to bo 
The English ca9inet was well aware tliut a prd- ussiiilcd from ,tho North. The war party was 
pagaiida war was impossible as long as Russia in the ascendant. ,Ia thesejconcesaions of Na- 
sliould continue allied to Franco. On this point pojeon the Czar thought ho saw l*it indications 
all the Powers were agreed, and the consequence of weakness. lie, thcrefure, iuHitonced by tho 
was, that all the goverCJigns were perjuAid, one hostile noble.s, replied that he would*accept tho 
only excepted.' *IIe w.«is to be seduced from Itis terras, provided, first, that *Napoleon would 
Mlegianco or doomed to dtetfiiction. Alexander, pledge liimself to resist any attempt of tlio 
at the period to wliich I am now referring, w.is Poles to regain their independence; secondly, 
no longer a gay, ^longhtlcss young man. The that lie would nileyv Russia to tsko possession 
circurastances bwgwhich he found l^mself sur-' of n portion of flio Dudiy of Warsaw; and, 
rounded had forcM a train of serious rcftsctiuih thirdly, thift ho would withdraw all his troops 
on his mind, and be seemed perfectly to under- from Germany, and retire beyond the Kliine. 
stand tho peculiarity of bis personal positipn. Kounikin, the Russian ambafflador, in sub* 
In bis private conversations with me, he often miffing this insulting ultimatum to ^e cabinet 
said many things which be woum not have said ot tho Tuilcries, signified his intention to quit 
to his own brothers, and which possibly he conld Paris in eight days if they were not accepted, 
not have swd with safety to bis ndnisters. Be- The indigitgtion of Napoleon was strongly 
Death an exterior lur of confident he concealed arc/Xr^s 

the most gloomy appreheAsiona Inthe irritated “ It was long,” said Napoleon at St. Helena, 
feeling which then pervaded the public mind in “ since I had been accustomed to such a tone, 
Knssia, Alexander's intimacy with tiie Fredch and 1 was «ot in the habit of allowing myself to 
* apibossador was severely reprehended, {md 4io be anticipated. 1 could have martdted to Russia 
knew it We sometimes enjoyed a hesHy laugh at the bead of the ret of Europe. The enter- 
at finding ourselves competed to make a$si|j»- prise wo^ poftular. T)ie cause was Enropean. 
nations with as much secrecy as two young It was the last effort that ret^dneddo be made 
lovers. ^ by Franca. Her ‘fate, and thin of the new 
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Earopean Bjstem, depended npon the etrugsrldJ 
Russia was the lust resource of EAglitnd.! Yet 
Alexander and I were in the condition or two 
hoastera, who, withont wishing to tight, were 
endeavouring to frightep cncli»otber. I would 
most willingly have rniunraired pence, being 
anrronndod and ovhrwhchtiAl by luifavourable 
circumstances; and hll I have since learned, 
convinces mo Hint jVlexiiiK^jr wus even ie‘s 
desirous of wnr than myself." 

It. reference to those dilfifsilties, Nnpicr sayss 
“The unmatched power of Kspoloon's genius 
was now being dJoplayed in a wonderliil mnni^ort 
Ills interest, Vis inclination, and bis expectation 
were alike opposed to a war witli Russia, liut 
Alexander and himself, each hoping that a me¬ 
nacing display of strength would reduce tlie 
other to negotiation, advanced, step by step, till 
lilows exinld fto longer be avoided. Napoleon, a 
' man eapablt^cf sincere fricndsliip, had relfcd too 
much and tiowong on the existence of a like 
Vt/iling in tlio JluS'-iau Emperor; and, misled 
perbaits by the aentinient of bis own energv, did*) 
not siidieietifly allow for the ^hiring intrigues of 
a court where tlie secret combinations tn' the 
nobles formed tlie real govcnii|fg power. 

“ WAb a court so situated, angry negotiations, 
once f'Oinmcwed, rendered war inevitable, and 
tlie more espi'cially that tbo Uiis'dan cabinet, 
which had lung determined on hostilities, tiiougli 


“ According to his nsoai' Bn5[S Alison, 

“ ,i|hen about to commence tl£ most Ber|ovyt ho^ 
tilities, Napoleon made n^oposals of j^ace to 
England. TbS' terms now offered were* ' That 
the integrity of Spain shonld bo gnnranteed; 
tha^France should renonree^ all extei^|<c(>: of her 
empire'on t^e side of the‘^Pyrenees; that the 
reigning dyufsty of Sp^in should be declared 
indepenCent, and tfcc country governed by tbo 
national ij^stitut^on oftfie Cortes; that tiie inde¬ 
pendence and sociyi^ of l^rtugal should be 
guaranteed, and the house of Braganza reign in 
tiiat kingitnm; that the kingdom' of Nu{^cs 
shonld remain in the hands of its present ruler, 
and that of Sicily with its present king; and that 
Spain, Portugal, and It^dy should be evacuated 
by tlie J’rench and British troops, both by *nnd 
and sea.’ «• 

“To tlicsoproposiiiyLord Castleroagh replied 
that if, by the term ‘reigning dynasty,’ the 
French government meant tlie royal authority of 
Spain aiul its government ns now vested in 
Joseph IJoniipiirro and the Oirtcs asseiiiblod 
under his antliority, and not the govmiinsui of 
Ferdinand VII., no negotiations could be ad¬ 
mitted on such a basis." 

The desire for peace must linvo been incon¬ 
ceivably strong in the bosom of Napoleon to liave 
rendered it possible for him thus pcrscveringly 
to p/l-nd with his arrogant foes. lie was rc- 


iniilecidcd as to the tinio of drawing the swortfiif pulsed, insulted, treated with nnhlushing perfidy, 


was well aivarc of the secret designs and proceed¬ 
ings of Austria in Italy, and of the discontent of 
Murat. The lIollaiKlm were known to*'dcs'rc 
independence, and tbo deep liatrcd wKcli the 
pdopTe of Prussia boro to the Froncli was u 
matter of notoriety, llcrnadotto, who very early 
had resolved* ti) c.sst doiPh the ladder by which 
he rose, was the secret adviser of thi^o ]wu(;lice4 
against Kirpoleon's power ill Italy, aad ho was I 
also in cornmunicat'iou with the Spaniards. Tims ! 
Napoleon, having jj, war in Spain Vdiich rcfinircd 
three hnndrc^thousimd incniu keep in n hahiiicod 
state, was forced, by resistless circumstances, iflto 
another ami more fbrmidahlo contest in the dis¬ 
tant North, wherethe whole of F.iiropo w-as pre¬ 
pared to siso upon his lines of communication, 
and when his extensive sen fremtier was exposed 
to tlie all-powerful navy of (Ircat Britain." 

Military preparations of dlwrmous magnitndo 
wore now made on both sides to prepare for a 
conllict which seemed inevitable. The war with 
England was the citwse of all tho«e tronliles. 


rcncwedly assnileH withont warning, and yet, for 
the sake of sullcring hnmsmity, l;ji never ceased 
to implore ^cace. lie was finely crushed, by the 
onsot of a million of ha\onct.s. Ilis great heart 
yielded to the agony of .St. Hjlenft, tfed then his 
triumphant foes piled upon the tomb of their 
victim the guilt oi^ their own deeds of aggression 
and li!8od. In cons iqncnce, the noble name of 
Napoleon is now, in the mouths of thousands, 
tilt a h^'-word and a mockery—^nit the .synonym 
f.ir Ihodlhiivlluefs and insulinhle amhhhn. An 
act more nngenerons than this earth has never 
witnesved. But God is just. Hi will yet lay 
“judgyient to the lino f nd righteousness to the 
plummet." ' * 

Sir Walter Scott, finable frt deny tliis ner 
pacific overture, disingcnnoivsly seeks to attribute 
it to some unworthy motive. "It might bo," 
says he, “ Lord AVcllington’^successes, or the 
jingepng Anxiety to avoid i^war involving so 
many contingencies as that of Russia, or it might 
be a desire to impress the French public that be 

_<•_ _J!_J j._J-__.1 


IVaco with England would immediately bring 1 was ahvnyy disposed towasds peace, that induced 
repose to the world. Napoleon was so sitjiSted j Napoleon to dii4*ot tlic Duke of Bassano to write 
tliat he was exposed to blows on every side from; a letter to Lord Castlcreagh. This feeble effort 


tlio terrible fleet of England. He could strike 
no blows in return. Britannia needed 
works to frown along the steep.” {To l^nch 
hatlcry conhl throw a shot across the Channel, 
hut the fleet of England could bomht^tlie cities 
of France and of her allies, ravage their </lonies, 
and con<iumo their commerce. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances, Napoleon consentedsto fiako still 
another effort to disarm the hpsUlity of his im¬ 
placable foe. , 


I towards a general pence having altogether mis¬ 
carried, it becfamo a subject of consideration 
whether tV approaching breach between the 
two great empires could not yet be prevented." 

dn reference to these conciliatory efforts of 
Nifipoleon, Lockhart says, “ He, thus colled on. 
to revlhiw with now seriousness the whole edh- 
^.ition and prospects of his empire, appears to 
have felt very disflnctly that neither conld be 
secure unless an end were by some means put to 
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the war with Ho, in effect, opened expedition, as conspirados might be formed 

*con)|nunication f'ith the English gioverqment against liis^gpvemment. 
when ^0 foil of was announced to uim; “ Why,” exclaimed Napoleon, “ do you menace 

hut, ere the negotiation*had*proceeded many my absence with the different parties still al- 
steps, his pride returned upon him with its origi- leged to cxist*in^tha interior of the empire ? 
nal dis^iiacy, and |he renewed demanf tliat; W'here are thoytp* I ace but a single one nguinst 
Joseph should be 'recognised Kinj; of Spam ab> me, that of a fow\oyalist^, the principul pnrt nt 
rnptly closed the intqfcourso Bf tlie dipjomatist^ | whom are of-the ancient wAkm, old and 
Such being the state of tfce Peninsnn, and all, perienced. But^bey dfend tny downl’iill more 

* hopo of an accomniodiftion w^h En^jjand at an j than they desire it. That which I linvo ucctnn-* 

end, it might ha\’b been c^cted,that Napoleon ' plishcd of the most bcucficiaj description^^ tlie 
would have spared no efforts to accommodate stemming: of the rovoluttoiiary'torrent. ItwouM 
lfi-4 fliffereeiccs 4 vith Rnssia.” ^ ' have^altowed up everything, Ettrope and j imr- 

Napier says, “ t’he proposal for peace which selves. I have united the most opposite parties, 
he made to Enahmd before^liis departure for tlie amalgamated rival olaises, and yet tliere exist 
Niemcn is another circumstance whore his object 1 among you some obstiniite nobles who resist, who 
appears to have been misinterpreted. In tliis I refuse my places. Vt-ry well I ' What is that to 
proposal for peace he ofl'ored to acknowledge the 1 me ? It is for your advantacre, for your security, 
*lio«so of Brngnnzn in'^’ortugal, tltp house of that I offer them to yon. Wbat^wonld you do 
Uonrbon in Sicily, and to withdraw his army j sing^ by yourselves und witluwt ®e ? Yon arrf 
from tlie Peninsula, if England would join him i a mere handful opposed to nitwcB Ho yon not 
in guaranteeing tlie crown of Spiun to Joseph, [see that it is nceessiiry4o put an end to lliis 
togetlier with n (^nstitntion to hearrirnged By struggle between the amnwiui and tlio tmbilify 
nutfonal (‘nrre<!. '^J'liis was a virtual reminciation ' by ^ eomplotc fusion of all that is worth}’ of pre- 
of the Continental system for the sake of ajscrvatioii in the two classes? 1 offer you tlm 
peace with Jliiglund, and a proponal which ob-jhand of amity,• and you reject it. jjnt what 

• viated the eliurgo of aiming at niiiversal do- need have I of you ? While i support you, 1 do 

minion, seeing that Austria, S[iain, Portugal, myself injury in the eyes of tits jKioplo. For 
ami England would have retaiu'.’d fhdr full v'hnl am I hnl tha Mug of the eommomt Is not 
■•ti'cngth, and tiie linnt« of his empire *voubl that sulHcient ?” 

liavo been liserl, Tbi. offer was also made at ft ’ Nepoleon immediately called upon his.- allies 
time wben the Emperor was certainly more for assistance. Prussia, Austria, Italy, Buvuria, 
powerful tlnm he had ever yet been—when Por- .Saxony, Wc.sfphnlia, and the various states of 
tiigal,was. fy the avowal of Wellington himsolf, the itlicnish Confederation responded generously 
iiir from secuie, and Spain quite exhausted. At to tlu*call. All of these states, except Prus«iii 
penco witJt Liiglaud, Napoleon could easily Inave and Austria, had thorongbly imbibed tho^rin- 
resfored tlv I’olisb nation, and linssiu wouJd cijdi-s of revolutionized l-'rancn.^ Austria was 
liiive been suppressed. Now^PoIand lias fallei^ nov/ allied to Napole^ by imiTriago. I’nissia, 
einl Jtii'-sia stalks in tly.’. plenimde of #or bur-' wavering 8;)(gwee,n dc’sjiotisrn and liberty, besi- 
hnrons tyranny." tafir.gly arrayed iPWself tji^icr tboa biiiniers of 

Niqiob'on wa.s now compelled to gather up Ui.s J-Vehico. Nnpoleon soon foiitu] nearly five linn- 
strength to contendagainst ICnglfuid upon the .sea, drod tlionsnrul men, all rcfjjly with cntbnsiasm 
the gigantic cnqiirc of Jlimia in the North, and to follow his gnidaUcc. « 

the insurgents of Spain and Portnsnl in the ‘Poland was almost in a frenzy of joy. She 

South, roused, 8trcngt,l|^ned, and guideib by tlie fuit that, the hour of her redemptifA IumI como. 
armies of Gre* KJntaui. It was u lierculean The nation was ready, as one man, to rally bc- 
entorprise. WMi hercvJean energy Napoleon neatli the banners of Napoleon, if Ifb would but 
went lortU to meet it. iTis allies rallied around shield them from tlieir resistless oppressor-., ilnt 
him xvitli cntliusiasm. It was the slrngglo of sixteen millions of people, surrounded by hostile 
liberty against (Kspotism. It was a struggle of llussia, Prussia, ftird Austria, could do nothing 
the friends of Informed governments ^nd of alone. Ndjioloon was expo.scd to the most cruel 
popular rights throughout Europe agajj^i-t tile pcriilcxity. All his sympathies were witli the 
partisans of the old feudal aristocracy. Poles. l»ut Eriincis of Austria had become his 

In every country of Europe ftiero ivero at\hi$ ally and Jiis father-in-law. Witli Eruneis, p^ili- 
time two parties—the aristocrrfSc and tlie popn- fical^ considerations w'crc far stronger than pa- 
lar. Onthcwhole,they were not very unequally rental ties. Austria would immediately have 
divided. Napoleon was the gigantic heart of the joined tlie llussiun alliance had Napoleon wrested 
popular party, and the mighty pulsations of his from liy lier Polish provinces. Napoleon was 
flnorgies throbbed through Europe., The aristo- als^ilT.hoping to effeci a speedy {icttce with 
cratic party was dominant in England. Tho Russia, and wislied to do nothing to increase 
popular party was trampled in the dust. Ariatb- animosity of the Czar. 

, cratic England and despotic Russia now grasped Aldkaii^ bad now assembled an immense 
Hands in congenial alliance. • * army rilnr tho banks of the Niemen, and, abent 

Some persons connected with the ancient ng- the midd^ of*April, plgced himself at the head 
bility intimated that it would be hazanious for of his troops. I^poleon, having ma^ the neces- 
Napoleon to leave France upon so tbstant an sary arrangements fw tho gov^&mit of France 
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during his absence, departed, on th^th of May, 
for Dresden, on his way to join the/Jrand Ariny. 
Maria Louisa accompanied him. The progress 
of the imperial pair was n.continued triumph. 
Banners of welcome, triump^l birches, proces¬ 
sions of maidens, ringing o^bblls, music, and 
acclamations, greeted fhcm ewherever they ap¬ 
peared. The enthusia^n was ds great in Gor-v 
» many as in Franck. Crowds titTonged the ro-ad. 
8id(:.s to catch a glimpse of the illastriou.s man 
whoso renown fitiad the world*. 

Dresden, the capital of Saxony, Vsid been 
named by Napoleon as the general renjj^vous' 
fur tlio kings dlid princes in alliance with iiim. 
Among thosb who were tlicre awaiting the arri¬ 
val of tlie Freiiqh l^mperor and his consort were 
the Emperor and Empress of Austria, tlio King 
of Prussia, who came, however, uninvited, tlie 
^Kings of Saxony, Naples, Bavaria, Wurtem- 
‘burg, and W‘:.stphalia, and a crowd of Ainor 
Princes. TlnrEinperor occupied tlia grand apart- 
nK,.its of the palace. * Tlio regards of all men 
were turned to him. The gates of the pii’aco 
were ever tlironged with multisades eager t<li see 
that cou»rolling spirit, at whose word nearly nil 
Europe fvas ready to march iislo the unknown 
regions of the Nortli. Napoleon was under the 
necessity of exerting a private inllnence to secure 
some attention being paid to the Emperor Francis, 
who was ill danger of being entirely overlooked. 
Napoleon, on all occasions, granted the prece¬ 
dence to his father-in-law. Frederick IVilliam 
wandered through these brilliant scenes pbject 
and inclaticlioly. It is wortliy of remark, that 
Niyioleon had not, at Dresden, a singlo' armcd 
Frmndiman in nttondance upon his person, lie 
was entirely \Mn|cr tlic protection «)f Ins German 
allies. Wlicii, subsu(iueiitly, at St. Helena, re¬ 
minded of this fact, ho remarked, *“i was in so 
good a farri'lly, witl>. '-nch whrtliy people, that I 
ran no risk. 1 was beloved by all, and, at this 
moment, 1 am sure i>iat the King of Saxony daily 
prays for me.’i 

Napoleon remained at Dresden about a foft- 
niglit. Diiting this time he was incessanfliy 
occu]>!ed dictating despatches relative to the 
cami>uign ftbont to be opened, and to the con¬ 
duct of the war in Spain. Immense tinantitlcs 
of men, horses, provisions, aijd baggage of every 
description were moving frorfl all parts of tlio 
European Continent to the banks of ftie Nietncn. 
Such an array was congregated as had never 
before been seen in modern Europe. Napoleon, 
being thus prepared for war, and witli such foryes 
as to render success apparently certain, mado h 
now attempt at negotiation with the Czar. He 
despatched the Count Narbonne to Wiina, the 
head-quarters of Alexander, to propose jtejnm of 
accommodation. But neither Aipqndor nor 
his ministers would condescend even’to grant the 
envoy an andienco. When Napoleqp was in¬ 
formed of this contemptuous repulse, he ftilmly 
sud, *' The vanquished have assumed tht tone of 
victors. They are draw* on by flltc, 4hich has 
decreed th^irdestiny.” Orders |rere immediately 
given for the armj to advance and to cross the 


'Niemen. lie then issoed tl>^ folslowing procIama<. 
tionfr- »•■■■' 

"SoldiersI Tie soKond^Wr of Polifnd has 
commenced. The first war terminated at Fried- 
land t^nd Tilsit. At Tilsit, Rassia sworejiternal 
nIHanCe .with France, ant? war with ‘England. 
She has openly violated her oath, and refuses to 
’bfler arij'^xpl aviation of lifer strange conduct till 
tlie French eagle sh%ll have passed the Rhine,, 
and, conseQuenth^, shall have >^Gft her allies at 
licr discretion.* Rubiia is impelled onward by 
fatality. Her destiny is about be accotr- 
piisheil. I)9es she believe tliset de ha'^’e degene¬ 
rated ? that wo are, no longer tlio soldiers of 
Austerlitz? She has placed us between dis¬ 
honour and war. The choice cannot, fur an 
instant, bo doubtful. Let us march forward, 
then, and, crossing the Niemen, carry the war 
into her territories. The second war of Poland 
will be to the French arms as glorious as tlie 
first. But onr next peace must carry with it its 
,gnt mnteo, and pnt an end to that arrogant in- 
tluenco wliich, for tlie last fifty-years, Russia, hae 
e-xcrcised. over the aifairs of Europe." 

Napoleon seems to have entertained no appre¬ 
hension respooting the result of the war. 

" Never," said lie, “ was tlio success of an cx • 
pediti^m more certain. I see oii all sides nothing 
but probabilities in my favour# Not only do I 
advance at the head of the immense forces of 
France, Italy, Germany, the Confederation of 
tlie Rliinc, and Poland, but the monarchies 
which Imvtf’ liitlicrto been the inc*t powerful 
auxiliaries of Russia ngainvt me have now ranged 
tliems' Ives on my side. Thoj» cspousfi my cause 
-(wtli the zeal of my oldest friends. Wliy should 
] not number in C' similar <-lass Turkey and 
Swederf.' The former iy at tliis moment, in all 
probability, resuming its arms against tlio Rus¬ 
sians. Bemadotte hesitates, U is true, but jie is 
a Frenchman, llu will regain his old assooia- 
tions on the first cannon shot; ho not refuse 
to Sweden so favourable an opportunity to avenge 
the disasters of Charles <K1L ^ Never agab can 
such a favourable combination 6i circumstances 
bo nnticipated. I fccl^liat it dftiws me onj^and, 
if Alexander persists in refusing my proposition, 

I shall pass the Niemen." 

In tbe^ fallowing words Napoleon gave utter¬ 
ance t® his peculiar ideas of destiny 
^ “Do> you dread the war os endangering my 
life,^ It was thus that, in the times of con¬ 
spiracy, nftemp^ were made to frighten me 
about Georges. He was said to he everywhere 
npon my track—that the wretched being was to 
firo at me. Well I snppose he had. He would, 
at tlie utmost, h’avo killed my aide-de-camp, bat 
to kill me was impossible. Had 1 at that Ume 
accomplished the decrees of Fate ? 1 feel myself 
impelled towards a goal of which 1 am ignorant, 
'^lic moment I have reached it, os soon oa I ai^ ' 
no longer of service, an atom then vriU suffice to 
put me down. But, tiU then, all human efforts 
will avaU nothing against me. Whether I am 
in Paris ifr w^ uie army is^ theiefiwe, quite in- 
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different WheB*mj| hour comes, a fever, or a 
fall from my boee^in hunting, will kffl me 
as eieotnally as-a bullet. Our ^ys are Am- 
bered.it* * * 

M. Savary, the Dutce of Rovigo, was at this 
time the Minister of Police. He says:— • 

" Pmtnis to qoitAig France, Nspoleoi dis* 
posed of every public bu8ine||i which required 
his presence. This sAu bis practice ithenever 
ho undertook a ^ourne]^ tie generally had a 
privato 'oonversauen with each %inist6r, for the 
purpose of giving his spetsUS instnictioDS when 
h^was desirots of having any business oarried 
on withouf further coirespondence^with him. 
He never overlooked the smallest details. They 
all appeared deserving ]|iB attention. When he 
came to the last week of his stay, he replied to 
all outstanding cases referred to him by his 
ministers. Tliis is what he called*' cleimng his 
floset.' On the occasion •of his departure, he 
conversed with me relating to every subject to 
which he was desirous I should attend daring 
his absence. This was a general instruction 
his p|rt, and by na means so severe as it was 
supposed to be by men whoso life has been en¬ 
gaged in representing him as a tyrant, devoid of 
every sense of justice and of all kindly feelings; 
and yet these are the qualities for which he was 
most conspicuous. lie felt particularly beholden 
to any one who would afford liim an opportinity 
of doing an act oF justice, and, as he was never 
weary of granting favours, so thera could be no 
hesitation in soliciting them. 

“ In the instructions given me b;| the Em< 
peror Wsforemis departure, I was particularly 
enjoined to^be mild and considerate towards 
every one. He observed to me that there never 
came any good out of creating a feeling oi | 
hostility, and that in the nffnistry of jj^oUce, 
more than any other, it "was necessary to act 
with gentleness, lie repeatedly cautioned me 
to avoid every arbitrary arrest, and always to 
have justice on my side in every measure I might 
adopt. * 

‘‘ He spoke to me in this conversation re«}^cting 
the war he was ^ompelM to andertnke,*com- 
plained of not bavmg been faithfully served, and 
of ^eidg driven to engaffb in a contest with 
Russia done, in the present year, in order not to 
have to fight the ngst with Austria ondlfPrnssia. 
He said that he had now a numerous army fully 
adequate to the enterprise, while he might %ave 
to contend with inferior numbers on his sNo if 
fresh enemies should rise next year agiynst him. 
fie deeply deplored the confidence he had placed 
in those sentiments which had induced him to 
make a peace at Tilsit, and often repeated these 
words—* Whoever could have saved me from this 
war wonld have rendered me an essential service. 
Now we have it, we must extricate oiffselvea the 
best way in our power.’ ” 

‘'If Alexander," said Napoleon to Oenerd 
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||and possess myself of Rhssidn-Poland. This last 
territory J '*iil unite to the Grand Duchy; I alll 
confert it info a kingdom, whore I will have 
fifty thousand men, whom the conntry must sup¬ 
port. The inh^itants^ wish to form tliemsolves 
agfun into a natiptAl corps. They arc a warlike 
pwple, and will i^n posstss a numerous and 
disciplined force., Ailant^ wonts arms; I will 
* supply them. She will bd a chsck upon the Rus¬ 
sians—a barrijSr B§ainst tho irruption of tlie Cos¬ 
sacks. But I am pmbarrassed on one point; 1 
know not what course to pursue with regard to 
ijallicin.'^Tlie Emperor of Austria, or rather 
his coQildl, is reluctant to part w^ it I have 
offered ample remuneration, but it has been re¬ 
fused. I must await tlie course of events, whi<^ 
alone can show us what ought to *be done." 

On the 29th of May, 1812, Napoleon loft 
Dresden, and was accompanied osTar as Prague 
by th%Empress; thou parting with Maria Louipa, 
ho hastened to Dantzic, where nad collected 
vest quantities of military stores. General Rapq, 
^ blunt soldier, who had always been a favourlto 
of tlA Emperor, wiw governor of that city. On 
the evening after nis arrival, the Emperor supped 
at tho liotcl of ^ho government with Tfeneral 
Kapp, Murat, the King of Naples, and iftrthier, 
Prince of Neufchfttel. Passing thsougfa the hall, 
he observed a bust of the Queen of Prussia. 
Turning to the govoraor, he observed, with a 
/Jiile. 

“ Master Rapp, I p^ve you notice that I shall 
inform Maria Louisa of your infidelity." 

“ You recently informed me,” replied the ac¬ 
cused, ‘bthat the King of Prussia had become 
one of your allies, and surely I may keep iiisfMy 
apartment tlie bust of a pretty woman who is the 
wife of your friend.’* ’fc • • 

’« Not a litsle embarrassment prevmled at the 
supper table. Napoleon’s generals, ^enriched, 
loaded with honours, and surrSunded with pomp 
and luxury, were but little disposed again to en¬ 
counter the perils and the harashipj of tho field 
of battle. 

iy ter a period of silence the Emperar inquired 
the distance from Cadiz to Dantzic. 

" It is too far, sire,” General Rapp rapUed. 

“ I understand you,” said tlie Emperor; *' but 
in a few months we slioll be still further distant." 

“ So much tho wgiec, sire,” continued General 
Rapp. • 

There was another interval of silence. 

Neither Murat nor Berthlcr ventured to speak. 
For a few moments Napoleon rigidly scrutinized 
tha ODuntenanccs of the tliree. At length, in a 
low aiM serious tone, but with much emphasis, 
be said— 

“Gentlemen, I see clearly that you have no 
rehstfiba (his war. The King of Naples has re¬ 
luctantly qhitted the fine climate of hU own 
kingdom. Berthier desires nothing better than 
to hunt^n lAi estate at Grosbois, and Rapp is 

*/v seotiislts# Ilia wnawiMAn nl' 


BeQiBid, “persists in his refusal to execute theumpatient^ inhabit his manrion at Paris.' 

conventions which we have mutually enterea into,xr -„j 

if be not accede to the last pr< 
to him, I will pass the Niemen, de 


_ The Kim at^ Prince both remained rilent; 

Kraals'I made f but itepp frankly avowe* that bis Majesty bad 
lat hi| army, | spoken toe truth. * 

c c 
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Cisii. 


It VIM Napoleon^ liope that Baasia would ti) 
compelled to yield to those terms ^icb appeared 
to him indispensable for the re])bse of Edrope, 
and for the s^vation of all those popnlor goTem- 
ments which were leanine Ufon him for pro¬ 
tection. Ue believed that^exander would be 
forced to submit tb the ^j^gnition of Poland. 
This kingdom of twdbtyr niillious of inhabitants, 
thus restored tea ind^ndenj^e, and imbued with 
the principles of revolutionim JEkance, would 
be *a, formidable* barrier to. protect the rest of 
Europe from tite colossal despotism of the North. 
Boin^ in alliance with popiuar governments, its 
position wou/d enable it to present seridlfs obsta¬ 
cles to any coalitions between Russia, Austria, 
and Prussia. By compelling Russia, also, faith¬ 
fully to onfotbe the Continental system, which 
by treaty she had Eolenuily promised to do, but 
Whi(fo tredfy she had perfidiously violated, 
England, ^rved into peace, would be compelled 
to sheathe sword. The objects at which 
/Tapedeon turned were grand and glorious. Ap¬ 
parently, it is deeply to be deplored tliat he dyl 
not accomplish his ends. Where is thoAntelli- 
gent man now, in England or America, who 
docs ^ot wish that Poland were free, and that 
tiio despotism of Russia could be checked ? 

"That wur,” said Napoleon at St. Helena, 
“should have been the most popular of any in 
modem times. It was a v/ar of good sense and 
true interests; a war for the repose and security 
of all. It was purely pacific and preservative, 
entirely European and Coutineutol. Its success 
would have established a balance of pifwer, and 
would have introduced new combiu«tions, by 
“^ich the dangers of the time present would 
have been succeeded by future tranquillity. 
this case Intoition hflu no share iii my views. 
In raising Poland, which was keystone* bf 
the wWe arch, Lvould liiave permitted a King 
of Pmsua, an*Arohditko of Austria, or anj^ 
other, to occupy the throne. 1 had no wish to 
obtain onx new acquisition, and I reserved to 
myself only the glory of doing good, and the 
blessing* of posterity. Yot tliis undertpking 
failed, and proved my ruin, though 1 never 
acted more disinterestedly, or better merited 
success. 

“ As if popular opinion had been seized with 
contagion in a moment, a ^eral outcry, a general 
sentiment arose against me. 1 v^as proclaimed 
to bo the destroyer of kings—who had created 
them. I was denounced as the subvertor of the 
rights of nations—I, who was about to risk all 
to secure them; and people and kiiir^ those 
irreconcilable enemies, leagued togemer and 
conspired against me. All the acts of my post 
life were now forgotten. 1 said tnilv tliat popu¬ 
lar fovour would return to me witlPidlkory, but 
victoTV escaped mo. and I was mihed. Such is 
mnakmd, and such my historv. But both^ 
people and kings will have cans? to |egret me,] 
and m;^ memory will he sufficientlyifkvengod far 
the injustice comtuitted upen mo. That is 
cortium” ‘X *1 • 

That Nd^ofeon was slncilo in these sentiments 


is prove^ beyond all pouibiuty of donbt try the 
instroctions which he gave bis ambassador, 
Atbd de Pradt, whom he sent to Warsaw^ Thu 
all-important elooufienV W dated Aptil 18th, 
1812, two months before his armies entered 
Rtnsia. ^ 

—^^e Emperor ILadsnffidenl* confidence 
in yoqir abuky^nd de|ption to bis service to 
intmsifto yon a n^ssion of the greatest political 
importance—a^missiofi requiring activity, pru¬ 
dence, and dlscretj^n * 

“You rjust go to Dresdei^ the apparent 
object oftyour journey being/o present tef bis 
Miyesty we King of Saxony a letter which the 
Emperor will send you to-morrow after bis 
lev^. His imperial *hnd royal Majesty has 
already given you his instructions: he will 
communicate to you verbally his wishes with 
regard to the overfdres you must make to 
King of Saxony. 

“ The intention of the Emperor is, that the 
l^ing of Saxony should he treated with that 
consideration to which he ^as a claim, from the 
particular esteem which ms imperial Mqjebty 
feels for him personally. You will explain your¬ 
self frankly both to the King and his ministers. 
You may feel confidence in the opinion of the 
Count of Senft-Pilsao. 

I Saxony will not be required to sam'ifice any¬ 
thing without compensation. Saxony attaches 
little valuejto the sovereignty of Warsaw. Such 
as it is at present, it is a precarious and burden¬ 
some charge. The possession of this fragment 
of Polatfil places her in a false j^itiom with re¬ 
gard to Prussia, Austria, and Rusria. Yon will 
develop these ideas, and*yon Will treat this 
question in the same manner as in the discussion 
which took plaqp on the 17tb, in his M^esty's 
cabmet, when you siasre present You will find 
the cabinet of Dresden little inclined to oppose 
you; its diplomacy has s|veral times sjiggested 
to us the same observation. The question is not 
about the dismemberment of tlie King of Saxony’s 
dominions. * 

“*After a short stair at prQ«den, you will an¬ 
nounce your departure for Warsaw, where you 
must wait fresh orders from^ho Emperor. 

“ ^ imperial Majesty requests the Kuig of 
Saxo^ ^ accredit you to ^is Polish ministers. 

“ You will concert your measures at Warsaw 
with the Emperor's High Chamberlain and 
with General Z——. These two persons are 
kleacended fi1>m the most illustrious families of 


Poland: tlie^ have pomised to mitice use of their 
influence with thmr fcllow-citizena to induce 
them to exert themselves for the hapless and 
independenqe of their ootmtry. 

“ You most instigate the government ef the 
Grand 0aehy to prepare for the great changes 
which the Emperor proposes to bring about in 
fiivonr of the Polish nation. 

“^he PoleB must second the derignt ^ tiie 
Emperor, and co-qperate themselves in their re¬ 
generation ; they must look upon the French 

as jKvrexfhl auxiliaries. The Emperor does nbk 
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eonoeal from iSnum the diffietiltIes*vbioli hS 

• mtut eitperience iu the K>eetabtiBbmeiitof Pfjhtnd. 
The ifbrk of pdior moat be opposed to the 
eppaihfit and aetual kterlste at me eUies. 

*'There>Mtabliahment of Poland by th^arma 
of tha^renoh £mpi» ia a hazardona waAjhea a 
peiiiooe entsrprial, m erhich I]{ance‘ will be 
obbged to struggle equally ligaiast Iw frienda 
and her enemies. Let us mter into plrdcnlars. 

• “The object which tile Emgeror hiu in view 
is the organizstioh of Pola^, with the whole or 
a part of its moient territory > and this he withes 
t« acoomglisa ^ithont a war, if A^be possible.* 
To this eM, hie Miyesty has fd^en very extensile 
powers to his amboa^or at St. Petersburg; and 
be has sent to Vienia a negodator who is 
authorised to Inat with the principal Powers, and 
to offer to make great saonfices <it territory on 
^e part of the French E^ire, as indemnity for 
the relinquishment of what iq requir^ for the 
establishment of the kingdom of Poland. 

“ Europe is divided into three great par^|— 
the French Empire at the west, the German Stated 
in the centre, andTthe Empire of Russia in the 
east. England con have, in Continental affairs, 
only so much inSnonce as the Powers are willing 
to concede to her. 

“An important object U to strengthen the 
central division sufficiently to prevent liussti and 
France from acquiring ^c sovereignty of too 
much of Europe by extending their dominions.' 
The French Empire is in the actual enjoyment df 
its greatest energy: if it does not now settle the 
politic^ con^tntion of Europe, it may before 
long lose the advantage of its porition, and have 
to give up Its enteiipnsos. 

“ The establishment of a military government 
in Prussia, the reign and conquest or the Greati 
Frederick, the ideas of tljjs age, and tho8#of the 
French Revolution pnt in circulation, have anni¬ 
hilated the ancient German Confederation. The 
Confederation of thfi Rhine is only a provisional 
system. The princes yho gained, wished, per¬ 
haps, for the donsolidation of that system; bat 
the princes who lost, tbe^oople who snffe'^d the 
miseries of war, sadl^e states which dreaded the 
too great power mf Franc^, would oppose the 
m^taining the Confedenuonof the Rhine when¬ 
ever an occasion presented itself. fll|B the 
princes who werw aggrandized by new 
system would feel dupc^ to withdrmf from it, 
in proportion as rime ewtened tbl^^ the 
possession of what theyJmd acqnirci' mnpe 
mi^^t see herself, in the bod. deprived of that 
protectorship, which sbd tonud ^muredly have 
pnrehased by loo manyiOMSlMoea 

“The Emperor thinks thot, at a final epoch 
which cannot long be delayed, It will be proper 
to restore tiie c^ederation of tlM||ioweKS of 
Europe to all their bdependeuoe. 

“The house of Ansti^ which possesses three 
^pist kingdoms, ought to be the sou of this bde-,, 
pendence, on account of tiia topograpbimi posi- 
tidh of its tertftories; bat sheougat not to be the' i 
. nderinacaseof rupture between the two empires 
Of France and Ruasiaj ibr, if the ounfrdefttaonof 
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the inten|ediata Powws ware moved by the 
satpe impnlse, it would necessarily involve the 
ruin of one of the contending parties. The 
French Empire would be more ex^sed than the 
Russian Empiil. # * 

“ The contrl ^ Europe ought to oonust of 
nations unequal !# thoi# power, each of which 
would have a qfstem of^oliqy peculiar to itself; 
and which, fronmheir utnarion and tbeir political 
relation, wottld look for support in the protector¬ 
ship of a preponderating Power. These nations 
would bo interested in maintaining peace because 
theyationld always be the rictiiiM of war. With 
these views, alter having create^ew kingdoms, 
and added to the twritories of the bid, in order 
to strengthen for the future our system of alliance, 
it was most immrtant for the Emperor, and at 
the same time for Europe, to te-eeiablish Poland. 
Without the restoration of that kuu^om, EuropOi 
would be without a fronder on tfwrside; Austria 
and Germany would find themem^s face to ^e 
with the most vast empire in the universe. 

he Emperor can foresee that Poland, like 
Prussia, will bo A last in alliance with Russia; 
but if Poland owes to Mm her testonMion, the 
epoch of the unffin of those two Power#tnay he 
sufficiently dutant to allow of ^e MtabUshed 
order of things being consolidated. Europe 
being thus organized, there would be no longer 
any reason for rivalry between France and Russia: 
these two empires would have the same commer¬ 
cial interests, and would act upon the some 
princiqlub. 

“ Before the coolness with Prussia, an idea of 
the Emperor's had been to make a solid cdli-nce 
with the King of Prussia, and to place on his 
head the crown of Pc^^d. Thera were fewer 
obstacles t^ overcome, because Prussia already 
Assessed a third part of that kinj^om. We 
should have left to Russia wfiat she ^ant abso¬ 
lutely to keep, and would have given an in¬ 
demnity to Austria, The taarcli of event^ 
however, necessitated a change in (he Emperor’s 
prqects. 0 

'*At the time of the negotiations at Tilsit, it 
was noocssary to create more kingdonu predsely 
in the countries which most dreaded the power 
of France. The moment was propitiotu for the 
re establishment of Roland, aithongh it wonld 
have been a work* of violence and force. The 
war most htf^e been continued; the French army 
wae adoring from cold and from want of pro- 
vhdony; Russia had an army on foot. The £m- 
petar eras touched with the generous sentiments 
w^Uifthd EsDpctor Alflzftndor profoaMd ibr him* 
Hetfead obstacles to encounter on the part of 
Austria. He allowed his polic;^ to be overcome 
bya<i|||m to sign a peace, which he hoped to 
renderdvoble, if, by the influence of Bnsm and 
Austria, England would consent to ft general 
pacidcarion.* 

, ** Aftib her reverses of fortune, Prasria felt so 
mneb bafred tojraids ni as to make H iprodent 
for us to ^erate her fewer: it wes with this 
view tbat^the Gftmd Uabhyofi IFatutw was 
organized. The KUig Saaoi^ was selected 
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as its sovereign, a prince wbose li% had' been 'without lamr or restraint, 'ifbenf aa now, iiheiu>> 
spent in promoting the happiness oft his sabj^s; bilit^ were powerfoi, the middle class 8nbmi8dve,r 
and an attempt was made to satisfy the feelings the people uotlring. Bat, ip the midst sf ^ese 
of the Poles by institutions which should be disorders, there Amaiied iib this oatioB & h>ve of 
agreeable to them, and ‘co^oAnable to their liberty and independence which long supported 
character and manners. Biivfliis was a great its fe^le existence. Thes^sentiments mp.^t have 
mistake in every pointfof vi<fw. become 'Btrei^|gthenod by tulie and dftptession. 

Saxony, sopamted ^om her'near possessions »l*atriotism is nr.tnral for the Poles, even to the 

* by Prui»ia, could not bocoms sufTioiently in> members of disdnggishe^ families. The Em- 

coiporatod with Poland to constitute a strong poror intends strictly to ^bido by the pro^iise he^ 
and powerhU state. The overture of having a made in Article 29 pf«the trdhty of tlie 9th of 
military route through tlie Prussian tofritory, in July, 1807:—To r<^ilate the Gi^d Duchy by 
order to enaUe Saxony to communica^a^with* institutions^i^ich shonld secure^ ils liberty and 
Poland, great^ offended tbo Prussian nation, the privileges of the people consistenCly with the 
and her people complained of being deceived in tranquillity of the neighbouring states. Poland 
their ho^s. • shall have independoncd^uid liberty. As to the 

The Emperor stipulated for the occupation choice of a sovereign, that will be regulated by 
of the Pruasirn fortresses, in order to make sure tlie treaty whJcb liis Mi^jcsty will sign with the 

• that ^is Power would not seek to rekindle the other Powers. His M/ljesty lays no claim to the 

war. The am of 1809 siiowed the pfudent throne of Poland, ritfier for himself or for any df 
foresight of ffis pmicy, and had confirmed him his family. In the great work of the restoration 
iil'*the resolution of labouring witliout relaxation o^ Poland, ho has no other object than the 
in snob an organisation of Europe as shool^ put' happiness of the Poles and the tranquillity of 
an end to disastrous wars. * ^ Europe. His Majesty autlKA-izes you to unake 

" The Emperor thought that he ought to this declaration, and to make it formally, when- 
make Armidablc demonstration, by pushing for- ever you eousider it useful for the interests of 
ward a numbq^ of tro6ps on the Vistula, and by France and of Poland.” 
occupying the fortresses of Prussia, in order to “ Towards the end of the year 1811,” says the 
eecnre the fidelity of his allies, and to obtain by Dub^i of Gaiita,” when rumonrsof an approaching 
engotiation that which he ought, perhaps, to have war with the North began to circulate, I availed 
expected from war alone. ' myself of the liberty which the Emperor had 

"In these circumstances there were imminent always granted me in our private conversations 
dangers. Troops cannot bo sent five Ijiundred to express to him my solicitude, 
leagues from tlieir own territory without peril; “ 'i'he affairs of your Majesty,'*^ said to him, 

aud Polaud should depend os much upo^hcr own “ are certainly now the most prosperous of any 
resources ns on the support of the Emperor. If in Europe. Anew war, conducted af the distance 
war breaks outi -I repoa', that if war should ensue <of eight hundred leagues, would impose upon us 
—the Poles should look upon France only ns aui a very heavy e^ense, of which but a small 
auxiliary operating'in aid of their so wn rosonreos. port’<ih could be defrajmd by tliat distant country, 
Let then!'call tocliind tlie'time when, by their which offers no resources. What, then, would 
patriotism and bravery, thcyrciistcd the numerous become of the present easy state of our finances, 
armies who assuilbd tlicir ijidepondence. particularly should the ovefits of the war prove 

“ The pefiplc of the Grand Duchy wish for disastrous ?” 
the re-est^blislimcnt of Poland; it is for tiiem, ‘‘ You thus speak,” Napoleon replied, “ because 
therefore, to prepare the way by which” the you <:lo not fully coin^hend our true political 
usurped provinces can have on opportunity of condition. I am sure that'Knssia is preparing 
declaring their wishes also. The government of for a rupture, which she onlp defers in hopes of 
the Grand Duchy should, as soon as events seeing us weakoned* before she declares wai' by 
permit, unite, under tlie bqnner of iudepcndenco, some J||||ect<on fomented by England. I have 
tbo dismembered provinces \>f their unfortunate also s^mg reasons to believe that Austria, who 
country. If there be Poles under^he dominion wilLnow*march witli us, soon will march agunst 
of Russia, or of Austria, who decline retnrniiig us. Now thet is an o\''ent which I must carefully 
to the mother-country, no attempt should be ^rd against; for, without relying upon dny 
made to compel them to do so. Tho strength of frank and cordial concurrence on the part of 
Poland should consist of her public spirit, an^ in Austria, it is Hill essential that we should not 
her patriotism, as much as in the institutions have that Power to combat while an important 
which will constitute her now social state. part of our forces are employed elsewhere. 

** The object of your mission, then; en- *' I cannot refrain from preparing for war, with- 
lighton, to encourage, and to direct in their out, itt t^c same time, neglecting to adopt mea- 
operations the Polish patriots. You will give an sures to keep its ravages at a distance. Thus 
account of your negotiations to the Minister for f am driven to obey a necessity which my posi- 
Foreign Affairs; he will inform the Etfiperor o[ .^ion unhappily exacts, that I should be now tiie 
your success, and you must als^ send me extracts fox atid now the lion. But if my efforts tapfe- 
from your reports. *" f *■ peace prove unavailing, and we are com- 

“ Thc misfuynnes and the weatoeas of the pelled to fight, I shall at once be released from. 
PoUshRcpublichavebooncausedbyanarlstocracy the promise which 1 have made to Russia,* not 
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Ao*ikvonr any enterprise whicb tends to the 
xe-eftaMishment of Roland.' The success (F the 
first ckApugn will e|abl« me^ purchase from 
Austria rile share wmch she posMsses of that 
ancient^ountry,payiiuher, as an equivalenf, the 
Illyriw^vinces. •And then what a scanmy for 
France and for all the soath«of ^rope will bo 
the re-establishment <f that barner, i^ich has' 
no long preserved us freni The irmptipns of the 
people of the North I An^ os t^ our fiances, can 
it be possible tliat those natDons whose safety we 
howo thus secRred will not requite silhh a service? 
And think*yoa*thRt. to tlie French natii 
the victory, they will dare to oppose a refusal?'’ 

Los Casas records tRia following conversation 
upon this subject which occurred at St. Helena.*'— 

' Sire,' said Las CaShs, ‘ may* I presume to 
4sk, if Moscow had not ITeen burned, did your 


the sovoreilns, we should have discussed our in¬ 
terests in a fdmily way, and settled our accounts 
with the people as a clerk does with his master. 

“ * The cause^f the §ge was victorious; the re¬ 
volution accompli^ed. The ouly point in ques* 
tion was to recondl^ it witlT what it had not de¬ 
stroyed ; but that Task l^longed to me. I hod, 
for a long time, l^en rattkingfireparations for it, 
at the expense, ^haps, of my popularity. No* 
matter. I becamq the arch of the old and new 
alliance, the naturiJ mediator between the ancient 
a service r Land momm order of things. I maintained the 
atinn, after [prinnAes and possessed the ooa^dence of tiie 
one—I had identified myself with the other. I 


belonged to them both. I should have acted 
conscientiously in favour of dach. My glory 
would have consisted in my equity.’ 

After having enumerated wSat he would 

_,.. _ __ ^havQiproposed between sovoreim lyid sovereign,* 

Majesty intend to establish your winter-quarters | and between sovereigns and thw people, he con- 
thero ?’ , tinned :— 


“‘Certainly,’ replied the Emperor; ‘ant I 
shotiM then have Aihibitod the singular spectacle 
of an army wintering in the midst of an hostile 
nation which was pressing upon it from all points. 

It would have been the ship caught in the ice. 

Yon would have been in Franco without any in¬ 
telligence from me for several months. Bi|t you 
would have remained quiet; yon would’have . 
acted wisely. Oambaoerds would, as usual, haveJ ments, and the well-being of the European con- 


conducted affairs in my name, and oil would 
have been as orderly as if I had been present. 

“ ‘ The wijftor in Russia would h^e weighed 
hea\*y hpon every one. The torpor would have 
been gcnewl. Tl^ spring, also, would have re¬ 
vived for all the world. All would have been 
once on their legs, and it is known that the French 
are as nimble as others. * • 

“ ‘ On-the first appeaftince of fine weather, I 
should have marched against the enemy. { 
sliould have bcateft them. 1 should have been 
master of their empire. Alexander, be as¬ 
sured, would aot have suffered me to proceed so 
far. He would have agreed to all tlie coqditioiis 
which I might h»vs dimted, and France would 
then have begui^to enjoy all her advantages. 
ASd truly my success defended npon a mere 
trifle; for I had undertaken the exoadition to 
fight against armed men, not agiunsillfture in 
the violence of her wrath. I defeated mmaies, 
but 1 could not conquer the flames, the* frost, 
stupefaction, and death. I was forced t8 yirid 
to Fate. And, afW all, how *unfurtanate for 
Franco—indeed, fbr all Europe 
“ ‘ Peace conolnded at Moscow would have ful¬ 
filled and wound np my hostile expeditions. It 
would have been, with respect to tjie grand cause, 
the end of casualties and the comnagDcement of 
secnricy. A new horizon, new tAdertakIngs 
would have unfolded themselves, adapted in evq^y 
respect to the well-being and prosperity of all, 
hrd my only remaintog task would bav^en Itf 
organization. Satisiiea on these grand pointa 
and everywhere at psooe, I should have had my 
Congress and my Holy Alliance. These wreplons 
whi^ ware sto^p from me. Iathat|asemblyofsll 


“' Powerful as we were, all that we might h < ve 
com* ded would have appeared mnd. It worn, 
have gained us tne gratitude of the poimle. At 
present, wliat t^cy may extort will ndver seem 
enongh to them, and they will be nnifoAsly dis¬ 
trustful and discontented.’ 

*' He next took a review of what he could have 
proposed forthc prosperity, the interests, the enjoy- 

_X_ _It il... I.**__ 


fedcracy. lie wished to establish the same priu- 
ciples, the same system everywhere. A Euro¬ 
pean eode, a court of European ai)pea], with full 
powers do redress all wrong decisions, as ours re¬ 
dresses at home those of otur trihunais; momt^ of 
the same value, but with diffcrtiit coins; the 
same weights, the some mealUits, the same 
“jdaws, &c. # ^ 

“ ‘ Europe would* in thq^ fhanne^’ he said, 
redly been but the •same people, and 


' havo 


every one who travelled would have everywhere 
found himself in one-commonIsountry.’ 

He would havo required that all the rivers 
shgnld be navigable in common; that the seas 
should bo thrown open; that the great standing 
armies slionld, in future, be reduced t(ktho single 
establishment of a guard for the sovereign. In 
fine, a crowd of ideas fell from him, some of the 
simplest nature, otj^era altogether sublime, relative 
to the dlffirent political, civil, and legiriative 
branches, to religion, to the arts, and commerce. 
They embraced every subject He concluded 
“ * On my return to Fiance, in the bosom of 
mySconntry, at once great, powerful, magnificent, 
at peace, and glorious, I would have proclaimed 
the immutability of boundurieB, all future waip 
purely defensive, all new aggrandizemehts anri* 
natioM.* I would have associated my son with 
the Kmpift, my dictatorship would have termi¬ 
nated, and his constitutional reign commenced 
Paris youliPhave been the capitu of the world, 
and thed^rench tlie envy of nmions. My leisure 
and my old age would ^ve been consecrated, in 
company iritb the ErnproM. and daring tlie royal 
apprenticfihip of^y ton, In v^Mn^ with my 
own bones, like a plain country eoople, every 



890 


NAPOLEON ifDNAPARTE. 


[1812. 


comer of the Empire; in receivine(complaints, 
in redressing Ynrongs, in foundinff monumehts, 
and in doing good everywhere and by every 
means. Those, also, my ^dear 4** Casas, were 
among my dreams.' ” * c 

Extravagant as is Uus aAbition, it certainly 
does not indicate^ an iingenerotis or an ignoble 
• mint. Wild as was the dreart, by the extraor. 
dinary genius of Napoleon it came near to its 
fulfilment. * 

On another occasion he sud to O’Maara, “ In 
the course of a few years Kossia will haw Con¬ 
stantinople, thf greatest part of Turkey, and all 
Greece. 'This I hold to be as certain as if it 
had already taken place. Almost all the cajoling 
and flattering which Alexander practised towards 
me was to gaip my consent to effect this olyect. 
J[ would not consent, foreseeing that the eqni- 
Kbrium of Etfirow would be destroyed. I& the 
natural coursi of things, in a few years Turkey 


CHAPTER iin. 
udsocAv. 


« • 


m to Ru^a. The greatest part of her oVdned p^wer,^'^^^^ 

r ..|ju|ation are Greeks, who, you may sayi are' - - ® - ■ r . i... r 

itussians. The Powers it wooU injure, and who 
could oppose it, are England, France, Prussia, 
and Austria. Now as to Austria, it will be very 


eas^ for Russia to engage her assistance by 
givuig her Servia and other provinces bordering 
on die Anstiian dominion reaching near to Con¬ 
stantinople. The only hypothesis that Franco 


will be in order to prevent this. But even this 
alliance would not avail. France, Englaiyl, and 
Prusria united cannot prevent it. Rui|hia and 
Austria can, at any time, effect it. Once mis¬ 
tress of Constantinople, Russia gets all the com¬ 
merce of th% I^editerryj^ieau, becomes a groat 
naval Power, and God knows wbat iqay happen., 
She quarrels with 3 roa, marches ofP to India an 
an^ of seventy thousand ^ood soldiers, which 
to Russia is nothing, and a hundred thousand 
canaiUe, Cossacks, sind otherji, and England loses 
India. AboT% all other Powers, Ruhsia is most 
to be feared, especially by you. Her soldiers 
an braver than the Austrians, and she has £he 
means of raising as many as she pleases, lu 
bravely, tlfe hVcmch and English soldiers are the 
only ones to be compared to them. All this I 
foresaw. 1 see into futurity/arther than others, 
and I wanted to establish a orfrrier against those 
barbarians by re-establishing the Kingdom of 
Poland, and putting Poniatowski at the head of 
it as king. But your imbeciles of ministers 
woidd not consent. A hundred years hence I 
shall be applauded (encem^, and Europe, espe¬ 
cially England, will lament that I did not suc¬ 
ceed. Vi^en they see the finest countries in 
Europe overcome, and a prey to those tb|[g)Etiiern 
barbarians, they will say, *Napoko» was rigM'" 


HostAty of Enfcisnd to Kap(^n—Of the Boiuibontsts 
111 fiopce—ImpartlaUt/ or {be British* peoiiio— 
lieimrtiire frtrni Dantslc—Hnvomont of the (rranil 
, Army-.CrosslMg the Kicjnen—WUna—Wltep^k— 
Smolenn—ISorodlno--Mo8eow—The conflaaretlon— 
Anxiety of Napoleon—IVorts tor peace—Financial, 
Bkill, c r ^ 

Wfi have not deeded it necessa^toencamber 
these pages by referring to authmties to esta¬ 
blish facts which ore admitted by alPhistoriaus. 
The prominent events of Napoleon's career need 
no longer be proved. 'Kie campaigns of Italy, 
the expedition to Egypt, the march to Auster- 
litz, Frie^aud,^and Wagrnm, the war in iiipain, 
and the invasion of Russia, are established facts 
which call only for fiarrative. The question^ 
respecting which there is any room for contro¬ 
versy are few. Did Napoleon usurp power? 


rights of the people ? Is he ‘responsible fou the 
wars in which he was incessautly involved? 


'mas- 


What judment must history pass upon the 
sacre at Jaffa,” the execution of the Dnke d’En- 
gfaien, and the divorce of Josephine? 

these controverted points the author has 
endeavoured to be particularly explicit. Upon 
itiioso subjects he has scrupulously (nven his au- 


and En^andwill evii be;ijlied with -cerit;^ ^ 


corded. As to opinions respecting Napoleon, the 
world has Ijpen deluged with them. ^These^fs, 
with their documentary proof, are presente'u to an 
impartial tribunal—the body of the Bnitish people 
Ttliat they may pronounce judgment upon N a]^- 
leon. 

* Tbeisis are somfi, even now, who fear to do 
justice to Napoleon, lest the popular feoliug 
should be aroused against the promoters of 
these wara The Bourbon**party in Fiance, 
with its wealth, its rank, and its many intellec¬ 
tual resources, combines with all in that land who 
are ho^pile to the government of Lonis Napoleon 
in casting obloquy on 6ie rc^iq^ation of his re¬ 
nowned uncle; and in our own/lountiy there are 
the remains of formor'party enmities, which ri*.!- 
der it vety difiienlt for many persons to contem¬ 
plate tfa^baracter of Napoloor without bias. 

But the mosses of the Eiiglirii people con¬ 
stitute on unprejudiced tribunal. They can look 
cA/aehi, regardless of the i^inions which others 
have expressed.*' In view of these facts, they 
will form an independent judgment, unbiassed by 
the party differences of their fathers, and unin¬ 
fluenced by the conflict hetsreen the various 
despotisms of (jio Continent which has agitated 
Europe. To tiiis tribunal the author presenu 
the reeordCof what Napoleon, by uidversa] ad- 
mjsrion, did. To this tribunal be presents the 
eaqplanationa which no one will deny that Napolam 
He also, to md in judgmont, gives, on' 
all important points, the testoony of those who 
Vere co-operating uith Napoleon, and the ad- 
missionq^and severe denundations of his foes, 
j Tfadmoet careful and thorongb invettigariou of 
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fiictB has led the uniter to the ooanetion, not* waving baimers, the gleam of polished helmets 
withftaading the int^pse prejudices of his esliler 8nd«uIraB8es,<the clash of arms, the tramping 
yean, tllht Napoleon vas one af the noblest of and neighuig of horses, the winding of bugles 
men. He feels no dil|posuion to withhold this and horns from thousands of martial bands, and 
avowal^ Even obbqi^, encountered in thfde- the incessant b!|^tA» fed activity, presented a 
fence^Aiose whom ^ believe to be uqfbstly spectacle of mil!ta% splendour wbicli earth has 
assailed, brings its own rewqgl. When NaM* never paralleled. It was war’s most brilliant 
icon saw an hospitid Waggon pasEdog 1|y, laden >pa^nt, without*8ny aspect of^orror. 
with the mutilated bodies df hie Mends, he did In three divUiAis the army approached the , 
but ^ve utterancefe the heart’s^oble^ impnlses rivo', to cross the stream at points about a hundred 
in saying, “ cannot re^fin from wishing to miles distant from'each other. Masses so im> 
share the woufids of those bra^e men.” jnense coAd not, without confuuou, traverse the 

The £m9eror%frDantidcon the 11^ of June, same^eute. They were all dire^d to meet in 
and on the 12th arrived at Konigsberg. He had the city of Wilna, about one hnnOTod miles from 
here collected immense stores for the supply of the Niemen. About two hundred thousand men 
the army daring ita advance into the barren were with the Emperor. • 

wastes of Russia. The indefatigable mind of the On the evening of the 23rd of June, 1813, ai 
Emperor attended to the minutest details of these the departing twilight was shrom^^ in gloom 
fisportant operations. • * the upmense forMts of firs and pines which, 

The day," says Sdgur, “ was passed in die* darkened the banks of this wild Hid solitary river, 
tating instru^ons on questions of subsistence and these vast colunius pressed to the toargin of the 
discipline, and the night in repeating them. One ^ ,stream. A t two o’clock in the mommg Napoleon 

f eneenl received siC despatches from him in one reaclfed bis advanced posts in the neighbourhood 
ay, all displaying the most anxious solicitude.” of Kowno. The %anlu were savage and deso- 
In one of these despatches Napoleon wrote:— late. Ha galloped forward, accompanied by a 
“ For toe masses we are about to move, unless single aid-de*caiBp, to select a favouralilo spot 
proper precantions be adopted, toe grain of no to cross the stream. Not an individual was to be 
country could suffice. The result of mv i^ove- j seen upon tlie opposite eliore. Not the gleam of 
ments will be toe concentration of fonr nundrod i a single camp>fire revealed the presence of a 
thousand men upon one point Little, therefore, hostile force. 

can be expected from toe country. We must The Russians, oonscions of their inability to 
carry everything with us.” resist such an army, had sidopted a desperate 

The Grayd Army was now everywhere in measive of defence, which could only be possible 
motioifr it oon^ted of about four ^ndred and' with a yimi-barbarian people, end with a govem- 
twenty thousand men. It was divided into thirteen I ment of utter despotism. Alexuder hadjre* 
corps, exclusive of the Imperial Guard. The solved that Russia should not yield to the con- 
first corps was commanded by Davoust, the qneror of Europe. He ther^om given direc- 

aeoond by Oudinot, toe third by Ney, riiafonrto .tions toot ,hU ermy, three hundred thousand 
by Prince Engdne, Yiceiby of Italy, toe nfto by strong, siionld retire before the ipvaden, that they 
Poniatowski, the sixth by Gonvion St. Cyr, the i should blow up bebiffd them fiyery bridge, destroy 
seventh by Kognief, the eightb by Jerome, Kinft j too cities and villages, remove aU the ncceuaries 
of Westpbaha, toe ninth by Victor, the tenth {of life, and leave behind thenato their famishing 
by Macdondd, toe eleventh by Augereau, the fogs but a deMrt w^te. * 

twelfth by Murat, toe thirteenth by the Austrian Napoleon immeffiately threw three bridges over 
Prince, Schwort^eaber^ The Imperial Guard, thi river, and, before toe morning aawned, his 
about aevenfy-Me thousand strong, advanced in troops were rapidly defiling across the Niemen. 
tISree overwhelmutg colanltui, headed by the Mar- Napoleon took bis stand near one of (he bridges 
shys Lefebvre, Mortier, and BessRrM. and encouraged the men as they passed by his 

’This enormouabost of nearly half ffnillionof presence and exhegtations. The hoaveiu were 
men, among whom wereeighty thousand cavalry, rent with shouts*of “ Vive I'Empereur !’* as the 
in ^ toe spleadoar of unitary array, Rccom- dense battifiions crowded past their beloved obief- 
paoied by eia bridj^ equipments, one beiieging tun. 

train, several thousand provisioa waggons, innu- For two days and nights the impetuous tor- 
merable herds of oxen, to i rt y n hunc^d and i|at rolled across too stream, Napoleon, anxious 
sixty .two pieces of cannon, twenty thousand esN to overtake the retreating Russians, urged his 
riages and carts of all des^ptiona, and theun- columns forward vdto the greatest oelerito. They 
pr^edented number of one hundred and rigbty- soon came to a rapid river, whose flood, swoUto 
seven thousand horses, employed ia toe artulery, and irqpetnous from recent nuns, seemed to arrest 
the cavelry, and the conveyance of biggage, now tboir progress. A squadron of Pdlish light horse- 
approached toe gloomy forest which everywhere men recklessly plunged into toe turbid stream to 
^wns along toe inhospitable bonk of tneMie- swim across. Tne torrent swept them like hubblee 
men. • avayf*. A few struggled to tbe opposite shore. 

It was midsummer { the weatoer waf superb; Many perished, but even in sinking toey turned 
" toe fields were green and toe skies were blui^' thrir lasisluoka to toeCmperor, who, with deep 
Every bosom in toot mighty host wu glowing > emution^as walohing them f^pu^tba bonk, and 
with enthusiasm. The guttariqg thelshouted‘‘ViveNspvhfoni” 
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Here Napoleon waited throe da^s till his army 
was gathered around him. Having establiahed 
hospitals and garrisons, he march^ for Wilna, 
about one hundred miles from Eowno. He ar¬ 
rived there with his adVaifb^ guard on the 
evening of the 27tl>, havin^raversed a savage 
country of firs and pifces, iRid^hawng encoun¬ 
tered no enemy. ^ r 

t Wilna was the capital of tho& provinces which 
; Russia had wrested from ih^ombered Poland. 
Napoleon had made it the nead-quorters of his 
army. • 

Alexander was dancing at a ball in the Castle 
of one of his nobles when intelligence was brought 
to him that the Frendi were crossing the Niemen. 
lie immediately withdrew, and gave orders for a 
retreat, first sotting fire to his provisions and 
stores, that thry might not fall into tlie hands of 
.the French. , 

At noon of tl|f 28th of June, Napoleon, sur¬ 
rounded by hfs guard of Polish lancers, made his 

E nSiic entry into Wilna. The Poles regarded j,Ji 
im as their liberator. Amid shouts of exhlta- 
tion the national banner was Unfurled. Young 
men embraced each other in the streets, and wept 
for joy.* The aged dressed tlfbraselves in the 
ancient Polish costume. The National Diet met, 
and declared the re-establishment of Poland, and 
summoned all their countrymen to rally around 
the banner of the conqueror. The enthusiasm 
was so great, that Poland furnished Napoleon for 
the campaign no less than eighty-five thousand 
men. >. 

A deputation wa.s sent to Napoleon, irqploring 
hisiaid towards tho restoration of the plundered 
and dismembered kingdom. 

“ Why,” safdrthe petitioners, “have we been 
effaced from tbe map of Europe? , By wliat 
right have we been attacked, invaded, dismem¬ 
bered? What haves Dcen our crimes? who arc 
our judges? Russia is the author of all our 
woes. Need we I’efer to that execrable day, when, 
in tho midst *of the shouts of a ferocious con¬ 
queror, Wi^snw heard the last groans of the 
population of Prnga, which peiished entirely tiy 
fire and sword ? These arc the tides of Russia 
to Poland. Force has forged them. Force alone 
can break their fetters. Wc implore tho support 
of the hero to whose name belongs the history 
of the a^e, and who is eudowc& with the might 
of Protudcnce. Let the Great N-apoleon pro* 
nounce his hat that the kingdom of Poland shall 
exist, and it will be established." 

Napoleon bad but to xxtter the word, and ^ 
nation of twenty millions would have sprung 
into being, and would have rallied around his 
banner. But that same word would also have re¬ 
pelled from^his alliance Prussia and Austqg^^ho 
would have joined their armies to that of the 
Czar, and would have exasperated to tenfold 
intimsity the hostility of Russia. • 

The answer of Napoleon reveals hiseiphlrrass- 
ment. He was willing to encourage the ^ Polish 
provinces of Russia,” but fie was bound ^y treaty 
to do nothing to encourage revolt amon|| the sub¬ 
jects of his allies. , 
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" If I £ad reigned,” said he, ** when the first,* 
secdid, or third partition qf Poland took {flaoe, 

I would have amed my people in youf behalf. 
When I conquered Warsaw, 1 instantly restored 
ittof'eedom. I approve oLyour efforts, ^illdo 
all in !ny, power to second youM’esolutiont.Mf yon 
I are unanimous, yqp may compel the enemy to re- 
[cognise ^ur rights. But is these widely-extended 
regions, so remote *ito|ii France, it is mainly, 
through ^ur united efforts that you can hope for 
success. Let the PolIbh*province8of Russia be ani¬ 
mated by themame^ spirit which I ifcve witnessed 
in theGranft Duchy of Warsaw, %nd Providence 
will crown your efforts with success. I must at 
tlie same time inform yqsi, that I have guaran¬ 
teed the integrity of the Austrian dominions, and 
can sanction no movement which may endanger 
the peaceable p’osBcssion'of her Polish provinces.” 

These l&st words Napoleon uttered with an-*' 
gqish. They awoke a responsive emotion of 
grief from every Polisli heart. Strongly as 
jiesdesirod the alliance of regenerated Poland, 
the congenial alliance of a Nation who ui^iuld 
have shaken off feudal despotism, and who would ' 
have espoused with ardour tho political prin¬ 
ciples of revolutionised FraitCe, he was still 
shackled, beyond the possibility pf extrication, 
by h|^ engagement with Austria and Prussia. 
The supplies of his troops, the advance of his 
Reinforcements, his communicutions with France, 
and his retreat in case of disaster, all depended 
upon their sufferance.®* 

Napoleot^was now fourteen hundred miles from 
his metropolis, in an uncultivated couJltry of 
almost boundless waste. Strong as w^s the pro¬ 
vocation he had received, and weiglity as wore 
the motives which led to the war, the impartial 
tnind j/) cmbarrasifed in either condemning or 
justifying the inva.sinn. * 

It is true that Alexander .had enacted hostile 
decrees against France; it i^-true that h» had 
entered into an alliance with the most formidable 
atid most implacable foe of Fr.'ince; it is true 
that N^oleon could in no possible way, but by 
excluding English goodsfrom thq.Coutinent, hope 
ever to bring England to consei^ to peace. It is 
true that the refusal of’ Russia to fulfil her treafy 
in this respect left Napoleon exposed without re¬ 
source to the blows of England. 

Admitting all this, still it may be said that it 
does nSt justify Napoleon in bis war of invasion. 
It wos^iis terrible misfortune to be thus situated. 
Russia was an independent kingdom, and had an 
undoubted rigbt^to exclude French goods irom 


Napoleon is alike denounced by his enemies for 
what he did, and for what he r^rained from doing. 
He has> been ciinllrmned, with raercllcsg aevertty, for 
liberating pontonii of Italy and tho Diichy of Warsaw, 
and ho is eorlQemiied for not doing the same thing to 
Kusslan and Austrian Poland. *' Ho more than once,” 
says Aliann, “tonclied on the still vibrating chord of 
Polish nationality, and, by a word, might have added. 
tti’o htuidr»d thousand .Sarmatian lances to liisotandardk; 
but he dia not venture on the bold step of re-eatabllsh- 
iiag the throne of SobIcskI; and, by tlie half measure of 
the Grand Duchy of Warsaw, ^rmanontiy excited tho 
Jealousr of Kussio, without winning the support of 
Pohiiiii”—Alioqp'a History of Huropoi voL iv., ^ SO. 
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•lier^domlnbnB, end to introduce English ^cr> 
cbandIM, without regard to the salvation Sr the 
destrScuon of repa1^icaAizod*France. While, 
therefore, many will condemn Napoleon f<v the 
invasky^of Russia, nft one can refrain fto^syna- 
pathibing with him in that algiost ’ resistless 
temptation which led^to the tntmrise. • 

Alexander, however, had no right toTomplain. 
* He had already twice aHhndon^ his country 
to attack Napoledn, witbeut having received any 
provocation. ^ He was now wolating his solemn 
tftaty, anj^ bad again, and as u toh^ of ho»tility,« 
entered into on allianco with Napoleon’s most im¬ 
placable foe. 

But with tenfold stverity must the voice of 
History condemn the cabinet of Great Britain 
for its unceasing warfare against the elected 
^iionarcli of Franco. TojltusIi Napoleon, to re- 
mstatc the Bourbons, arTd to retain her proud 
dominion of tlie seas, the government of E8g- 
latid organized coalition iiftor coalition, and de¬ 
luged the Continent with blood. Napoleon mad# 
evei^ effort whicli a monarch could make, con¬ 
sistently with self-rexpect, to promote peace with 
England. All his edorts were unavailing. The 
crime of the English aristocracy in instigating 
tJicsc sangniniiry wars, from nearly all tnmnise- 
ricB of which hfngland was protected in her s . 
girt isle, is immeasurably increased by the at¬ 
tempt, so ignoble, to throw the whole blame of 
these wars upon the heroic, but finally immolated, 
victim of St. Ili'lena. 

Napnleon Vomained for eighteen dws at Wilna, 
nttcudmg to the innumerable wants of his army, 
orgaiiizin^Le gowrnment of the conquered, or, 
rather, the liberated provinecs, and awaiting tllte 
arrival of supplies for liis nln^st countless hostsi 

Before the middle of .Tjily ton thousauefborses 
had died from hunger and fatigue, and though 
not a battle had b(j|n fought, more than twenty 
live tliousand patients encumbered the hospitals. 
Alexander, alarmed at the magnitude of the in¬ 
vasion, in ordir to gain time to effect his retreat, 
and to obtain reiuforcor^nU, sent an ci^toy to 
Wilno, under pKtAioc of opening negotiations 
for peace. Napideon reetj^ved Count Balachoff' 
with kindness, and expressed the liveliest regret 
that there should have occurred a rupture be¬ 
tween himself and the Russian Emperor. The 
envoy stated that if the French army woi^d re -1 
pass the Niemeu, Alexander would con^pnt to 
negotiate. Napoleon instantly rejected the pro¬ 
viso; and said— * 

I will treat here on the field M Wilna. Diplo¬ 
matists will come to no conclusion when tho 
exigencies of the case are removed. l.«t Alex¬ 
ander sign admissihle preliminaries, and I will at 
once repass the Niemeu, and ^ns lynder peace 
certun.” 

Alexander, now entangled with a coalitjon 
yrith England, declined this proposition. He waa 
concentrating hie troops at the intrendifli camp 
of Drissa, a^utone hundred and miles fur« 
ther in the interior. The various corps of Na¬ 
poleon’s army were pursuing the rftre|^g 
monarch. Twosor three partial aoAons Rmw- 


m 

sned hetweep the advanced guard of the French 
RU^ the rear guard of the Russians. Tho path 
of the retiring foe was marked by every species 
of barbaric deva^tien—tho ruin of towns and 
villages, the fitSifs of burning corn-fiolds, and 
the mutilated bodva of t||e*murdered Poles. As 
the French advanced, t]i| Czar hastily evacuated 
his position at Dsissa, and, asSendingthe Dwino., 
re-estahlibhed himself at Witopsk, a bundren 
miles further in the heart of the country/* 

On tbo ICth of July Napoleon luff Wilna, 
visi^ijg tho various posts of his widoly-cxtcndod 
army, and, with a caution whllh never slept, 
superintending every movement. Early on the 
morning of the 27th, before thq first rays of the 
sun had appeared in tho coat, ho reined in his 
horse npon the summit of a hiU which com¬ 
manded a wide sweep of the vnlioy, where, in 
the fhidst of fertile field*, the^wn of Witepsk 
reposed in beauty. Far olT iv |he distance ho 
saw tho Uusbian army encamped in great streapeth. 
’I'lisiv were on tho otlier side of the Dwina, 
wliich, here brewd and deep, seemed to protect 
thorn from their invaders. All the appcpochcs to 
the city were gHordod by Ibrmidablo ptreneb- 
ments. The assured aspect of the Russians, and 
their strong pobition, led Napoleon to believe that 
they meant to give battle. 

'i'hc French army now began rapidly to make 
its appearance. The order of march had been 
laid down by Napoleon so clearly and with such 
marvellous skill, and it had been executed with 
sue]! ^rerioion, that the various divibinns, having 
left tlie*Niemon by different nutfes and at dW’c- 
rent periods, and having traversed throe hundred 
miles of a wild and hobtile cijpmry, were re¬ 
assembled at tlieir np^iuted rondezvons, near 
’the walls tffWitcpsk, on the some day and at 
the same hour. Ast*tlieBe iflj^tty m'pses of in¬ 
fantry, cavalry, and artillery, with all tho cum¬ 
brous machinery of war, cq^ne pouring^ down 
over the hills, a scone of apporcntjir chaotic con- 
fufion ensued. But the energies^ of a single 
mind ppiided every footstep. Tho irflermingliiig 
ciureuts gradually separated, and flowed off 
in clearly defined channels. Perfect harmony 
emerged from the confusion, and, as the evening 
twilight came on, all tbc.se vast battalions were 
encamped in ordeq 8nd the profoundebt ctdm suc¬ 
ceeded tbo*tamult of the day. Napoleon bod 
concentrated in a single day one hundred and 


“One Rreat fear of tlie Boasinna was, that their 
aMv?s would rise up and tlirow off their IiODdago; end 
it was, therefore, an object to prevent their having any 
commuiiloatiiin with the Freiiuh. They made use of tho 
most improlMblb and disgusting tables to excite their 
terror sad hatrvd, and of tiidr i^orfluee and degnids. 
tion td i^ituste that ignorance and degradation. It 
was their dread that the doctrines of the Revoiuttoa 
might loosen their grasp on tlie wretched eerili who 
comfiosed th^opulation of the country that first made 
them s(»d tbmr borlionius honles agalnet the French 
teirltoi%4he consequeiines of which novrramo back to 
themsclvee, to their infinite horror and surprise, la tha 
A.ipe ui ar invasion vtiidt might preduee the eame 
effects. Kjioleon should have avoUed btipself of the 
offers tliatpere mane to bhn to detacR the serf fruni 
the propiiitor andftbe sott."—HazUtt’s Ute of Napo¬ 
leon, vel. il., p. (7. 


THE RUSSIANS RETREAT BEFORE HIM. 


394 NAPOLEON 

eif»hty thousand men from their wide dispersion. 
The rest of his vast army were either establislAd 
at poets in his rear, or were in the hospitals. 

In the morning a bloody hatule ensued, or, 
rather, a series of 8angninarj|«oi^cts, as the 
IVench drove their foiea from.po8t to post, and 
approached the city, ^ght, dark and gloomy, 
separated the comffatanA. Dni^g the day the 
musses of the Russians bad been accumulating. 
They were so strong in numbess and in position, 
that Napoleon had no doubt that the^awn of 
the morning would usher in a decisive conflict. 
“To-morrow,” Caid he to Murat, “you wfll be¬ 
hold the ‘ Sun of Austerlitz.’ ” 

Before the br^k of day Napoleon was on 
horseback, preparing for the strife. Soon, how¬ 
ever, he found^to his great disappcnntment, tibat 
the foe had again retreated. The Russians had 
lietired during th^night so skilfully aud silextiy, 
and with so n|t(w order and precipitation, that 
Bcaaeely a trace could be discovered of the route 
theyb^ taken. Napoleon, unopposed, entfred 
the city. It was desolate. AU the provisions 
had been destroyed or carried away. The inha¬ 
bitants, formerly Poles, had either fled, or had 
been driven from their homes by the retreating 
army. 

Napoleon was in great perplexity. Ho was in 
the midst of a sterile and dismal country, of 
apparmtly boundless extent, abandoned by its 
inhabitants, and destitute of supplies. His 
horses were dying for wont of forage, and his 
troops were perisli^g of famine. He had already 
penetrated those illimitable wastes, neafly five 
hundred miles beyond Tilsit, and yet knew not 
where to look^or a foa It was now the height 
of summer, ana yet, iff reality, nothing had 
been aoMmplisheA He called a confl^ of war. 
The mqjai^.y advu^ that tlrj army should halt 
until spring. To this advice the Emperor could 
not listen with patipce. It was necessary that 
something shoiild be dene to maintiun the glory 
of the imMriol arms and to revive the contidentH)’ 
of the Boldifrs, « 

Napoleon now learned that Alexander had 
assembled ,4iis forces at Smolensk, a strong 
^led city about one hundred miles further 
into the interior. On the ISth of August Napo¬ 
leon a^n put his forces in nfetion, marchbg by 
several different routes to attack the Bussians and 
to ont off their retreat Crowds of Cossa^s fled 
before the invaders, destroying all the provisions 
.and forage which could be found in the lino of 
march. The heat was intense, and the sufferfngs 
of the French dreadful. Their path was marked 
by the bodies of the dying and tiie dead. On ' 
the evening of the IGtli, Napoleon ani^ before 
the walls of Smolensk. He ascendep Cu emi¬ 
nence to reconnoitre. As he saw the immense 
columns of men gathered within an^ around the 
‘ city, and distinguished the long array of gutter¬ 
ing arms, he could not refrun from e^ressing 
his satisfaction. “At lengUi I have them!’’ he 
exclaimed.u The walls were thick andihigh, and 
strongly flanked by towers md basl ons. A 
day of hard fighting ensued, during v[hich the 
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Russ^ commonder-b-diief despatched a strong 
corpstfrom the city to cover the flight a»f lihe 
inhabitants. Ni^ dsrkei^oTw the ufllfhppy 
town, and the conflict wtS) still sullenly con- 
rinuef^by the exhanstedi combatants. Soon 
I after midnight, thick columns *of smok^ pierced 
pyramidal ^mes, were seen bursting ^m 
all quartets of the city. "These soon met and 
mingled, epvelopij^g aw^ngs, magazines, and 
churches in one wild lyiean o9 smoke and fire. 
The day had been hot and sultry, the night was 
aerene and b^Sutifu!. The Empeyir sat in froat 
of his tent, surrounded by the carnage and the 
wreck of battle, gazing in gloomy s^co upon 
the awful conflagration. «* The spectacle,*’ said 
Napoleon, “resembled that offered to the inha¬ 
bitants of Naples by an eruption of Vesurius,” 

About tm o'clock in the morning of tbe 18tb, 
a divirion or the Frenolf amy succeeded in penc>* 
tcriUng within tbe walls. They found that the 
Russians had evacuated the city, which they had 
vet tin fire, leaving their dead and wounded in 
the midst of the burning ruins. Napoleon entibred 
over huge hows of mangled bodie^ blackened 
by smoke and name, many of whom still retained 
life aud consciousness. The French soldiers wore 
horror stricken at the revolting spectacle. The 
flmt was of tbe Emperor were devoted to the 
suffering wretches who had been thus cruelly 
abandoned by their comrades. 

A pacific overture was despatched fiiom this 
city by Berthicr to tbe Russian general, which 
was concluded by tbe foUowbg •remarkable 
words;— ^ 

“ The Emjioror commands pe to isitroat 3 roa 
that you will present his compliments to the 
l^mperor Alexand^, and say, that neither the 
'vicissittdes of war nor any other drcumstance 
cau impair the friendship which he entertains for 
Iwm." 

As soon as the light of tht morning dawned, 
Napoleon ascended an ancient turret, from 
on embrasure of which, with his •telescope, he 
discerned in the distance the retreating Kns- 
sians. The army had aivid0d«<$ne-half b^g 
the road to St. Petersburg, tjxe other, under 
Bagration, that towlirds Moscow. NapoleQn 
ordered a vigorous pursuit, which was confided 
to Ney, to be made in the direction of Moscow. 

A Russian priest hod heroioally remained in 
the bluing dty to minister to toe wounded. The 
veneraole man had been taught toat Napolecm 
wak a fiend incimate, recklessly ddnging the 
world in blood ar d woe. He was brought before 
the Emperor, and iir fearless tones ha re¬ 
proached Napoleon with toe dettrnclion of toe 
city. Napoleon listened to him attentively and 
respectfulIjN 

“But," said ha to him at lost, “hu your 
church been burned?” 

“ No, sire," the priest imlied; “ God will be 
more psrverfni than you. Ha will protect it, for* 
{ have opened it to all toe unfortunate pe(^la 
whom the dastroction of toe dty has deprived 
of a hone." 

“You ari^right,” igoined ,Napoleon witih- 
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emotion. “ Yes I Ood will watch over the inno* 

*<»nkviptin» of war. He will reward y<$L for 
your ewrago. Go, Vortl^ priiat, retiun to your 
post. Had all the d^OTTollowedyour marnple. 
they had not baselj^ betrayed the misslln of 
peace'thpy have •rcneived from He^veA. If 
they had not deserted the temples which their 
presence alone renderassoored; m^ soldjirs woul^ 
have spared your hol;;| edifices. We are all 
'Christians. loujGod w our God.” • 

Saying this, Napoleon ^t the priest back to 
his church wM on escort andtemosBucoonrs. 
slfl-iek ofeterrOr arose ftom the cliurch whenlhaMtAl army pressed on, encmntering every 


days. ^ Aitan«ments were made for the con¬ 
flagration of* the city, should Napoleon succeed 
in taking it. Tbo Czar thou hostoued to St 
Petersburg, wlmre 7e Dewns were sung in the 
churches for tlts|lcoMta»t vktones obtained by 
the Russian troopa When Napoleon was in¬ 
formed of the ^nimstrfico, he exclaimed, ‘‘ Te 
Deum! They thosno Uoi not only to mau, 

bnt to God.” ^ 

On the 28th of August, Napoleon resumed 
the pursuit. It was a man^ of awful sufiering. 
Day afl# day, and night alter night, the ex¬ 


they saw the French soldiers entering. But the 
pnest immediately qni^od their alarm. 

*'Be not afraid," eud bo; “I have aeon Na¬ 
poleon. 1 have spokon to him. Oh, how have 
we been deceived, my cbUdren! *The Emperor 
«f France is not the man he has been repre¬ 
sented to you. He and his soldiers worship the 
same God that we do. The war that he wages 
is not religious; it is a political quarrel withvur, 
Emf^ror. Ills sqtdiers fight only against our 
soldiers. They do not slaughter, os wo have 
been told, women and children." The priest 
then commenced a hymn of thanksgivins^ln 
which they all joined with tearfnl eyes.*” a 
The enemy were soon overtaken and atAcked 
with ieditul slaughter. The retreat and the 
p..’sait were conunucd with unabated vigour^ 
Napoleon, though in the midst of nninterrupteal 
victories, was s^ experiencing all the calamities 
of defeat. A ravaged country, plunmd into the 
abvsa c\piisery, was spread around him. Pro¬ 
visions werg with (great difficulty obtained. Hu 
troops wore rapid^ dwindling away from exy 
liaustion and famine. Fifteen large brick build¬ 
ings, which had been saved from the ilimes in^ 
Smolensk, were crowded with the sick and 
wounded. Large numbers had also been lef^ 
behmd at Wilna an# at Witepsk. The surgeons 
were compelled to tear up their own linen for 
bandages, and when this failed, to take paper, 
and, finally, to use the down gathered frgm the 
birch-trees in tjjesftHreG. Many deaths were 
ocenrring from irntnal starvation. The anguish 
oft the'Emperor* was intense, and the most 
xneioncboly forebodings oversh^owed the army. 
To retreat, exposed Napoleon to the derision of 
Europe.^ To remain where they were, was certam 
destruction. To advance, was riie dictate of 
despair. * 

Alexander had left bis army and hastened to 
Moscow. It whs a weary mor^ of five hnn* 
dred miles from Smolensk to this renowned 
capitel of Russia. Napoleon leiolTed, with his 
exnansted and half-&inisbed tiqpps, to press 
on. He supposed that in Moscow-he should find 
food and rest. He had net thought At possible 
that Alexander would bum the dwelfings of a 
dty oontaining three hundred thonsand inhalM> 


Alexander remained in Moscow 


bttt^a 
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obstacle, and oceosionBlly engaging in bloody 
skirmishes, until the evening of the 4th of 
September. They then found' a hundred and 
twenty thousand Russians strongly intrenched 
on the broken and rooky banks or the Moskwa, 
neai^he village of Borodino, General Kntusoff 
hod nere accumulated all bis Agys in the most 
advimtegeons positions, resolved te make a^jes- 
peraJb stand in defence of tbo capitsL Sig 
hundred pieces of heavy artillery were ranged 
in battery. A v&t redoubt was thrown up upon 
a height whid^ commanded the wbt^ plain. 
Side batteries wore also placed, by their cross 
fires, to mow down any advancing foe. Be¬ 
hind these formidable field-works, a hundred and 
seventy thousand mon were arrayed to meet the 
shock of battle. 

Tbo French army, numbering a hundred and 
twenty thousand men, in three great columns, 
approached the field. Napoleon rode forward to 
on emlDsnoe in front of his advance guard, and, 
carefiiUy scrotinizing the porition of ibo fbe, vftth 
his accustomed promptness, ustantly decided 
upon his point of attadi. ImrifeAately issuing 
the necessaay orders to his jpncrals, he retired 
to his tent an^ dictajipd the wibwing proclama¬ 
tion to lus troops* 

“ Soldiers! The battle is at hand which you 
have so long desired. Hondiforth the victory 
depends upon yourselves. It has oecome neces- 
8Bt;y, and will give you abundances Condnot 
yourselves as yon did at Anstcriitz, Friedland, 
Witeptic, and Smolensk. Let the ressoteat pos¬ 
terity recount your actions on this day. Let 
your countrymen say of yon all, ‘lie was in 
that groat battle pader the walls of Moscow.' ” 
These word^were received with enthusissm, and 
shouts of "Vive rEuipereurl” rolled along the 
lines. 

The night was cold and dork. Heavy clonds 
ohiCtired the sky, and a drizzling min began to 
fiill upon the weary army. A chill, autumnal 
wind moaned through the forests, and swept the 
bleak heights of Borodino. The bivonao fires of 
the Ruailns flamed in an immense aemicirolet 
flxte pding for many miles. The Frenob 
as they arrived and took their positions, uso 
kin^eAtheff fires. Napoleon pitched his tent 
in the milst of the squaros of the Old Gnaxd. 
His anxiety was so gre^ dnring the mght lest 
the enem^ should again retreat, tha| bo conld 
not be pjIauadeG to give hiinAlF any repose. 
He was |ontinu|Uy dictating despatches until 
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midniglit, and was sending messengcft to ascer* 
tain if the Rnwians still held tlieir<ground. .It 
was a gloomy hour, and'gloom overshadowed 
the soul of Napoleon. Tho penumbra of his 
approaching fate seemed to M|men his path. 
Tidings of disaster rolled iir upon him. A 
courier brought the ifcws ot the fatal battle 
of Salamanca, an^f tlK) occupation of Madrid 
hy Lord Wellington.*' 

Ho had just been informed that Russia had 
made peace with Turkey, ana that a powerful 
Russian army, thus released, was hnstCning' to 
attack him fron^the mouths of the l)anub«\nio 
also learned that Bemadotto, with treason which 
has consigned his name to infamy, had allied the 
army of Sweden' with Uiat of the great despot 
of the North. 

Ho read sofne of the proclamations of Alex¬ 
ander to his people. In the bitterness wliic^ in¬ 
spired them, and^n the reckless acts of destruc- 
tion^ with which Alexander was resistinjr.. tlie 
approach of his foe, he saw indications of n\lig- 
nity on the part of his old friend for whicn he 
know not how to account. As'lio caused these 


! opening the hox contdning the lineaments of his 
(mild^ But his impatioice was so great, that, he 
ordered it to be iq^mediately brought to latent. 
At the sight of the ifiuoh[ loved features of his 
son, C^apokon melted into tears. The ro3ral 
infant Vrop painted, sitting in }iis crad]e!,M]li!i}ing 
with a cup and bali. ‘The affectionate father 
trished that hil officers, and even the common 

__I.S_i-jij_ 


proclamafions to bo read over to him again, he 
cxclaimdd— 

“ Wlittt can have wrought such a change in 
tho Emperor Alexander? Whence has sprung 
all the venom which he has infused into the 
quarrel ? Now there is nothing but the force of 
arms which can terminate the contest. War 
alone can put a period to all. It was to avoid 
such a necessity that I was so careful, at the out¬ 
set of tho contebt, not to implicate inyseltby any 
declarations in favour of the re-establishment of 
Poland. Now I see that my moderation was a 
fault.” « ‘ . 

In tlie midst of these mclancho^rcilcctions, 
a courier arrived,-,bringiii(^ him a leltcr from 
Maria Loiflsa, and ^he portrait of his idolized son. 
The dawn, which was to usher in a bloody and 
perhaps a docisivd battle, was approaching. It 
was supposed that the Emperor would postpone 


soldiers, whom ho regarded 
shore his efootioniC WiRi 


|d 08 his children, might 
his own hand ho con- 



_Su|it(‘iiibur, -____ 

OIna llio non s was carried by Colonel Kulirlor. How¬ 
ever, the Duke of KaKiua (Marniont), suffering alike In 
body and In mind, bud ezrnsedbUmbolf with so little 
strength or clearness, that the Emitraer, eontemptnonsly 
rcmarkluK that the despateh contained nioft conipllcatvd 
stuffing than a clock, desired bis War Mliilxter to fle- 
niand why Maiiiiont had delivered battle without tlie 
orders of tho King t Why he luul not made his opera¬ 
tions subservient to the general plan of the campaign f 
Why he broke Ikom the defensive into the ofTensive ofe- 
riitions before tlie army of the centre Joined him I \\ hy 
he should not wait, even two days, for CbauveCs cavalry, 
which be knew were close at band? ‘Prom penuiiiol 
vanity,’ bald the Emperor, with seemingstcuiness, ‘the 
Duke ot Kaguba has snerifleed tho intereidk of his 
country and the good of my service; he Is guilty of the 
cimio of iiibuburdlimtion and is the author of all tins 
mlblortune.’ But Napoleon s wrath, so Jcst> *i>d appa¬ 
rently sodangcioub, ciiuhl not, even In Its first violence, 
osor]>oucr Ins early fitend-hip. With a Idleness, tho 
reoollcction of uhieli must now pierce Marinont'a 
mmost Mini, twuc in tho ntme letter he desired that 


these questtsnb in;gilt not even ha put to f>ls unhappy 
itn Ills wounds were eared anmhts heutn 


heutenuiit mith.. ^ _ 

Te-establishud.”—Napier, vol. Uh, p^3S. 


yeyod the picture ontdde of his tent, and placed 
yt upon a cha^, that all who wero tiiar might see 
' It. Groups of war-worn vetemnsgatherpd arounft, 
and gazed in silence upon tho beautiful picture 
of happy, peaceful life. It presented a strong 
contrast to the horrid siknes of demoniac war. 
At last Napoleon said sadly to his secretary, 
” Take it away; and guard it carefully. He sees 
a field of battle too soon.” , 

• Napoleon entered his tent, and retired to that 
^ part where he slept, which was separated by a 
[partition of cloth from tho porfion which was 
occupied by the aides-de-capgp in attondcuce. 
Fatigue and anxiety had brought on a feverish 
irritation and violent Uiirst, which he in vnin 
enV’^voured to quench during the night. Ilis 
BnxiC|g)r was so ;^cat that he could not sleep. 
He c\)res 8 ed great solicitude for the exhausted 
and destitute conditiou of his soldiers, and feared 
that they would hardly have strength to support 
the terrible conflict of tho next day. In this 
crius, he looked upon his well-trained guard as 
his main resource. Ho sent for Besskres, who 
had command of tlie guard, and inquii^d with 
particularity respecting their wants und their 
supplies. He directed that <these did soldiers 
snould have three days' biscuit and rice distri- 
<)utcd ^mong them from their waggons of re¬ 
serve. Apprehensive lest his orders might be 
neglected, ho got up, and inquired of the grena¬ 
diers on guard at the entraug'i of his tent i£ they 
had received these provisions. Returning to his 
tent, he fell again into a broken slegp. Not long 
alter, w aid-de-camp, having occulon to speak 
to the Emperor, found li.'m sU:ting up in his bed, 
supporting bis fevered head both of his 
liands, absorbed in painful nSlisings. He qp- 
peared much dqjected. 

” Wliat is war ?" he said sadly. “ It is a trade 
of barbarians. The great art consists in being 
the sSongest on a given point A great day is 
at haad. The battle will be a terrible one. I 
shall lose twenty thonsand men.” 

He had been suffering during the preceding 
day excruciating pain. When riding along, he 
had^ been^ observed to dismount frequently, and, 
resting his head against a cannon, to remain 
there for some time in an attitude of suffering. 
He was addicted temporarily with a malady, 
induced by fever, f^^e, and anxiety, which, 

. pdlrhaps, more than any other, prostrates moral 
Und physical strength. A violent and inceswnt 
' cough cut short hu breathing. 

As soon as the first dawn of light was seen 
in the east, Napoleon was on horseback, snr- 
roundca by l^is generals. The energiesof bis mind 
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triamphedoTeftiu bodily Bufferingf. TbevapoTirB 

* of a Btornay night were pa'-sing away, and soon 
thf ean rose in unclouded brilUance. Ni^Ieon 
BinUI^ and, pointing towards R, eaclumed, “ Be¬ 
hold the sun of Auswlitz!” The oheerin&wordt 
flewawith telegraplfo speed elong the^rench 
liueBialfd were everywhere received witff enthu- 
siastic acclamations. Napo]^i^%tood upon one 
of the heights of Bolbdino, scmtiniziag the fielB 

. of battle and the imineiRe mlomns of Rusaian 
troops, in lQng,4>lack m^ses, movin'JI' to and fro 
over the pl^. Though Accompanied by but a 
few attendant, in order to avoid* attractinft tl^ 
enemy’s Are, ne was observed by the Ruosians. 
The immediate discharge of a battery broke the 
silence of the scene, epd the first shot which was 
to usher in that day of blood whistled through 
the group. 

Napoleon then gave the simal for the onset. 

* A terrific peal of ecboin^thunder insfantaneously 
. burst firom the plain. The horrid coniage of 

horrid war commenced. Three hundred tlioa- 
sand men, with ail the most formidable englneip 
of^estruction. ftU upon each other. From five 
o’clock in the morning until the middle of the 
afternoon, the tides of battle rapidly ebbodand 
flowed in surges of blood. Davoust w^^mick 
from his borse by a cannon-ball, whichKre tho 
steed to pieces. As ho was plunged, ftadlong 
and stunned, upon the gory plain, word was con¬ 
veyed to the Phnperor that tho marshal was de|d. 
lie received the disastrous tidings in sad silence. 
But the wounded marshal soon rose from the 
ground, mounted another horse, and intelligence 
was asiyt to tho Emperor that ”io Prince of 
EckmuU was again ut tho head of his troops. 
“God be praised!” Napoleon cried out yptii 
fervour. 

General Rapp received Ibur wound^ AHhll 
finally struck him on \ho hip, and burled him 
from his horse. He was carried bleeding from 
thiv field. Tbis^^as the twenty-second wound 
svhicb General Rapp had received. Napoleon 
hastened tossee his valiant friend. As he kindly 
took his hand, he saiA “ Is it always, t^eu, your 
turn to be wc^nded?* 

Napoleon l^d witii him a young officer, to 
*wbom_ he was strongly attached, Count Augustus 
Caulairicourt, brother of Canlatncourt, the Duke 
of Vicenza. ^ During the anxious night before 
the battle this young man did not close his eyes. 
Wrapped in hU cloak, he threw himscAf on the 
flTOr of his tent, with his eyes fixed %pon the 
miniature of his young bride; whom he bad left 
out a few days after their ma|pdage. In the heat 
of tlie battle, Connt Canlaincourt stood by the 
tide of the Emperor awtiting bis orders. Word 
was brought that General mpotbron, who bad 
been ordered to attatie a redonbt, was killed. 
Connt Canlaincourt was immedi^Iy instructed 
to succeed him. As be put spnts to his hone, 
h#8aid, “ I will be at the redoubt immediattiy, 

* 4ead or tiive.’* ^ • 

He was the first to surmount the parapet. 
At that moment a mnsket ball struck him dead. 
Ha had hardly left the tide of tiie Bmperor ere 


intelligence was brought of his death. The 
brother ofthe unfortunate young man was stand'¬ 
ll^ near, deeply afUicted. Napoleon, whose heart 
was touched with sympathetio grief, moved to 
his tide, and |aid, in a low tone of voice, “ You 
have heard th% Atelligenco. If you wish, yon 
can retire." Thf dnke. in speechless ^rief, lifted 
his hat and |)owed, dIcUning the offer. The 
mangled remauu of tfab nohis yonng roan wore 
buried in the biood-red redoubt on the field «f 
Bbrodine. , 

'Thu^ aU day long, tidings of victory and of 
death were reaching tho ears of the Emperor. 
Witff melancholy resignation 1 m listened to the 
recital of courier after courier, still watching 
with an eagle eye, and guiding with unerring 
skill the tremendous energies of battle. From 
the moment the conflict commenced, his plan 
was formed, and ho entertaiuedPno doubt what¬ 
ever of snccoss. Daring the whole day he hrid 
in reserve the troops of tiAi^perial Guard, 
cojdKsting of abont 20,000 men, refus^j^ to 
alpw them to enter into tho engagement. When 
urged by Bertlj^ier, in a moment of apparently 
femul peril, to send thorn forward to tho aid of 
his hard-press^ army, he replied caH^y, 

“ No I the. battle can bo won without them. 
And what if there should be another battle to¬ 
morrow ?" 

A gun, in tlie midst of tho awful carnage, 
when the issues of tlie strife scorned to ti'omble 
in tiic bulitnce, and ho was prossed to march his 
ind^nitable Guard into the plain, he quietly 
ropliq^, I 

“ Tho hour of this battle is not yet come. It 
will begin in two hours more,” 

The well-ordered emovemdhtff of Napoleon’s 
massive eolumns pressed more and more heavily 
upon the Russiqps. 'Eitii hour some new 
battery opened its destruf^tive lirt upon tlieir 
bewildered and crowded ranks. The Rimians 
I hud commenced fighting blliind tlioir intrench- 
«nents. The French, more actfte and perfoctly 
disciplined, rushed qpuu the batteries, and, 
trampling their dying and dead beneath their 
feet, poured like an inundation ovci^ltlie ramparts. 
Gradually the surges of battle rolled towards the 
great redoubt. At lust all the fury of the con¬ 
flict seemed congcntriiti'd there. Behind and upon 
those va^ intrenchments, one hundred thousand 
men were struggling. Dense volumes of sul¬ 
phurous smoke enveloped the combatants. In¬ 
cessant flashes of lightning, accompanied by a 
I tdbntinuons roarof deafening thunder, bunt from 
this dond of war. Within its midnight gloom, 
horsemen, infantry, and artillery rnsbed madly 
upon each other. They were no longer visible. 
Naptiton gazed ctimly and silently upon that 
terribleT volcano, in the hot fhrnace of whose 
crater-fircs his troops with the energies of despe¬ 
ration, fere contending. The stnig^e was 
sb^ Soon the flames were quenched in blood. 
Tho awfiil roar of i^tie abated* Tne passing 
breeze swept away the smoke; the gUtter- 
ing bfmets ^ the Freodi CohuSierB gWmed 
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(ihrongh fhe mtwmtta, imA (ibe proud eag1«B of 
Fruca fluttered over tbe goir buUo^s. 

The eon was oow descending. The Bnsdhn 
anny snUealy connnenced its cotreat, hot with 
indomitahle oonrage di^ndne every inoh of 
mnnd. The carnage would l^re bem far more 
dreadful had Napoleon let loose oj^on the retreat¬ 
ing foe the tcurrible enej^j^es or los guard. But. 
infloeneed by the tuited^ictate^ of prudence and 
%amanity» he refused. In a military point of 
view, he has been very severely censured for 
this. He said at tbe time to General D^as and 
Count Darn— r 

** People will {lerhaps be astonished that 1 have 
not brought forward my reserves to obtain greater 
success. But 1 fblt wo necessity of preserving 
them to strike a decisive blow in the great battle 
which the enemy will probably give to us in tlie 
plains in fronf of Moscow. The snocess of the 
action in which wo have been cngngod rvas 
secured. But jt Vas my duty to tliink of tbe 
«nej^ result of tho campaign, and it wa£ for 
wat 1 spared my reservce.” % 

Sir Archibald AHsen, who is ^ot nnfrcqnently 
magnoniraons in bis admissious, says truly— 

“Had {he Guard been seriopsiy ii^ured at 
Borodinor it is doubtful if any part of tho 
army, of which it was the heart, and of which, 
throngh every difHunlty, it sustained the 
oonrage, would have topassed tbe Niemen. It 
is one thing to hnsord a reserve in a situation 
whore the Toss it may snstain may very easily bo 
repaired; it is another and a very diSerent 
tbmg to risk its existence in the centre Gf an 
enen^'s country, at a distance from rcAiforcc- 
menft, when its ruin may endanger the whult 
army." 

Napoleon, riith his acenstomed gennoiiiti, 
took no credit for this extraordiiiof) achieve¬ 
ment to himself. IT ascribed the victoiy to his 
soldiers and hu gcnbrals 

“ The Russian troops," stud ho at St. Tlolcna, 
*' are bravo, and tfaeiV whole army was assembled 
at tbe Moskwaf They reckoned 17U.000 men, 
including these in Moscow. Kutuboil had au 
excellent position, and occupied it to tho best 
advantage. « Everything was in his iavonr— 
imperionty of infantry, of cavalry, of artillery, a 
iirat-rate position, and a great number of re- 
I. > bti—and yet he was bedi.«n. Ye intr'’])id 
heroes, Murat, Ney, Poniatowski, to poii belong 
the glory. What noble and brilliant actions will 
history have to record I She will tell hosr onr 
intrepid cninusiers forced the redoubts, and 
sabred the esnnoniers at their pieces. She w'lll 
recount the heroic devotion of Montbrim and of 
CauLiincoort, who expired in the midst of their 
glory. She will tell what was done by our can- 
noniers, exposed upon the open plain, ^dgainst 
batteries more numerous and covered *by good 
embankments; and she will make mention also 
of those brave foot soldiers, who, nr the ,most 
oririoal moment, instead of requiting enercirage- 
mentfrom their gemral,t^x iairaed, ‘Have no 
fear; jour roldiers have all sworn to^iqncr 
to-day, ond ‘ thby*Will conquer.' ^What | arailels 


to each iflerions deeds can futon' ages prodnoe? 
Or will fiUsehood and calnnmy prevail ^ ' 

no evening of victory was not an ev^iog of 
exultation. NapCleon^as ulent, and apifeBied 
absorb!^ in mebmeboly ^ongbt. Evei^ one 
BFoniKL him bad to monm < the loss of ajl^ther, 
a relanve, or a friend. Fotty-thne'gcnerals 
bad been mthpr bulled or wounded. Thirty 
Ebonsandiof the soldiers liad also been straw 
down by t^e eabros of rise shot of the enemy. ' 
These were dreadful ^dings lo send bock to 
Paris, to the widonfs'^and to the orphans. The 
motoiy of Bo^dino shrouded Frann in piourning. 
The Joss of the Russians was still more dread¬ 
ful. Fifty thousand Rnssion soldiers were 
stretched upon the field, watering in blood. 

The sun had not yet gone down, and tbe 
snllon roar of tl;e retreating battle was still heard 
in the dlstonce, when Napoleon mounted his^ 
horse to riue over the^eld, which was strewed 
with the wounded and the dead. The horror of 
the scene no imagination can depict. An au- 
t'lmfial storm hud again comidenced. The 
clouds hung low and dark in tho gloomy iky. 

A cold and chilling rain drenched tho gory 
ground, and the wounded straggled with con- 
vnlA agony in beds of mire. A violent wind 
moane^ through the sombre firs an^ pines of 
the nmh. Villages, converted into heaps of 
blackened and smouldering ruins, dofoitdcu the 
pjain. Everywhere was to be seen only tlie 
aspects of ruin, misery, death. Soldiers, black¬ 
ened with powder and spotted with blood, wore 
wandering oper the field, in the increasing dark¬ 
ness of the tempestuous night, picking! Ip the 

iitilated boilics in which life was not extinct, 
<>al bukmg for food iu tho haversacks uf the 
dead. No songs of victory were heard, no shouts 
ot triuiiiph. Grca^ numbers of tho wounded 
were found in tlio ravines and gullies, where 
tliey had dragged themselves to escape the 
tempest of riiot, the trampling of iron hoofs, 
and the crash of artillery wheels. Mntilated 
horses, maddened with pain, limped over the 
ground or reared and ponged in dying agonies. 
From every direction a wail'of. woe fill^ the 
ear. The field of battle extended over several 
miles of hills, and forests, and wild ravines 
Many of the wretched victims of the strife 
lingered upon the ground, delnged by the cold 
storm, g>r many days and nights before they 
were lound. Not a few must have perished 
from the prolonged agonies of starvation. Some 
of the wounded'were seen straightening » 
broken limb bys,binding a branch of a tree 
tightly against it, and then, with the fractured 
bones grating, hobbling along in search of help. 
One poor creatium was foimd alive, and actively 
conociono, wirii both legs and one arm shot off. 

A wounded Russian lived several dajrs in the 
can^s of a horse, which bad been eviscerated , 
by a shell. His only food was what be gnaw'd ^ 
fnim the (.Insido of the animal. It is a duty ro 
record these revolting details, that war may be 
seen in its true aspect. 

“ Amid*the heaps of shun," says Connt Sdgan 
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**««wwe obygsd to maroh over, in following 
Napdeou, tbe foot of one of onr iMnees Ostdo 
iajhx npou a wounded man, and esctort^ from 
Mm ^ last ngn of life and n^eHng. TR Em* 
perm, hitberto silent, tend %dioae heart was 
q)prused at ^e niwber of die victims, staked 
at dv/i^t. He nit reUeved in nttcw^ cries 
of indication, dhd laitishing t^^e attentions of 
humanity njpon this nofortanaae creature. ^ 
soothe ^ feeling &me one remarkid that 'It 
' was only a Russum.' *He replied nith wsrmth, 
'After vietoryfhere am^o enemies, bat only 
men.’ Be dispersed the officers of his suite to 
sucoonr fjie nonnded, who were Baird groaning 
in every direction. Napoleon devoted the some 
core to the wounded Russians which he bestowed 
npon his own soldieft. In the midst of these 
scenes, it was announced to him that the rear* 
guard of KntnsofF was about to advance upon 
the important town of Mojaisk. '.Very well,’ 
Napoleon replied; 'wo*will still remain some 
hours longer with our unfortunate wounded.’ ” •* 
The Russians oontinaed dowly to ratroat 
to^rds Moscon^ establishing their balXeridh 
wherever they could make a stand even for a few 
hours. They drove before them the wretched 
serfs, blew up the bridges beliind them, bimed 
the towns as they passed along, andmtlrried 
away or destroyed all tbe provisions andfforajrc. 
For seven days the French, emaciated aud de¬ 
sponding, With tottering steps pursued their foes 
over the dreary plains. They were everywhijfe 
victotioue, and yet they obtained no results from 
their victories. Rostopchin was making efFec tual 
prelMirations for the oonflagration cS the capital, 
and w» surging, by every means in his powr r 
the evactihtion ofi Ae city by the inhabi’ants 
About noon of the 14th of September, Nupolean, 
cautiously advancmg tluroygh a country pf 
excessive monotony an4 gloom, from th#8nmmtt 
of a hiU descried in the distance the glittering 
domes and minarets of Moscow, lie reined in 
his horse, and exclaimed, “Behold! yonder is 
the celebrated city of the Czars.” After gazing 
npon it, tbrdiigh his telesoopo, for a few moments 
in silence, he remarked It was full tinfo!” 

The soldiersi thinking that their sufieritigs 
yere now at mn end, and antidpating good 
quarters and abundant supplies, gave way to 
^usporte of exaltation. Shouts of “ Moscow! 
Moscow 1“ spread from rank to rank, and all 
quickened their pace to gab a view of tfig object 
of their wishes. They approached tbe cjfy. To 
their amazement, they met 1}a| dlence and soli¬ 
tude. The astounding intelligence was broaght 
to Napoleon that the dty wai utterly deecrted. 
A few miserable oreaturM, who had been 
released from tbe prisons to engage b the con¬ 
genial employment of settbg fire to tbe dty as 
soon os the French should have tsk|g possession. 


^“SapoIfoB,” says Oencrsl Ooatgaiul, fis,aral] 
gipcrals, wiirther ancient nr medem, the one who Iiu 
}Ad the greatest oueuion to the woonde% The iR- 
toxuMtlon of victory never could make him foriret rbem. 
Bis ant thoBKht, after every battle, was alweys'ktf 
them.” 


wore found b the Btnetsk They were generally 
btoxicat|d, and presentM a sqnalid antf hideoua 
^ctade. ^Napoleon was amazed at the entire 
abandonment of the dty. Rumours of ^e 
iUtended conflagration reached bis oars. Suoh 
an awfhl saorifio^e had not supposed it postible 
“for any peojilb^ make. None bat a semi- 
bso'bamn natiooaundebthe bflnenoe of an utter 
despotism, ceuld be driven to suoh an aot. 
More than a htaidred tnoosdfid of the wretohe^ 
inhabitants—driven the soldiery from the 

dQr, parents and ohildren—perished of cold 
and sq^vation in tbe wooda Other countless 
tbet^nds, who had attached themselves to toe 
army of KntnsofF, perished from fatigue and 
exposure. Napoleon, as if anxious to avdd too 
sight of tbe desdate streets, did not enter 
Moscow. He stopped at a house b tbe suburbs, 
and appointed Mortier governor ^ the capital. 

“ Permit,” said he, “ no pillage. Defend the 
plilbe alike agunst frienda and foes." The 
soldiers disperse through tbetfity in search of 

I incisions and qnarters. ManyoftheinhalHtants 
ef; b such iioste, that tbe rich ornaments of the 
ladies were foued on their toilet tables, and the 
letters aud gold of men of business on |heir detos. 

Napoleon was now more than tw<b thousand 
live hundred miles from Paris. The appre- 
hension of some dreadful calamity oppressed his 
mind. He threw himself npon a conch for 
repose, but he could not sleep. Repeatedly 
during the night he called his attendants to ask 
if any accident had occurred. In toe mornbg 
he removed bis bead-quarters to the gorgoons 
liulnSo of the Kremlin, the imperial seat of the. 
ancient monarchs ofKasaia. Napoleon,aec^ing 
*0 1 1 , cu'stom, wrote immediately to toe Emperor 
A I' \undt r, proposing terms of pegee. A Ruatiaa 
olTii er, u bo was found' b the ninpital, was modo 
bearer of \lie letter. 

“ Whatever,” wrote Na]|l^eoD, “ jpay be the 
vicissitudes of war, nothbg can mminish tlio 
esteem felt by me for my friend of Tilsit and 
ICrfurth.” It will be observed* that Napoleon 
^iterated these assurances of friendly foeliiqpi, 
fbr ho supposed that Aloxaudor wto forced Into 
hostile measures by the Queen-Mother and tha 
nobles. • 

The day passed in establishing toe ’Ormy m 
their new quarters. The solditrs wandered 
through the dei^^rted streets, and quartered 
thomselvea b tho most gorgeous palaces. Soma 
twenty thousand men and women, of tbe lowest 
class, fierce and revolting in asmet, graduallv 
stgle ftom their hiding-places and mingled witn 
too French troops. Ten thousand prisoners, 
whom Kostopdiin had liberated, were stealthily 
prepsrbg to convert toe magnificent metropolis 
into anbfermd maefabe for tlie destrnction of the 
Fien^ pnny. Immenso magazines of powder 
were placed beneath the Kremlia, where Napoleon 
and las 8t|fF were established, and beneath other 
largcfepalaces which wonld be filled with soldiers. 
Shvlls^nd other destructive engines of war were 
sTTuted, b vast quibtities, in dbambera and 
cellars, ^Uat th^ explosion n^gi^ destroy those 
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wbo ahonld attempt to pxtinfpiisli the Samos, far-reacblag mind apprehended at a glance the 
The fountains bad tfesn destroyed,^the water- measnreleasness of the calamity which was 
pipes cut, the fiie>engmes carried oflf or rendered impending. He burrieddy paced his apartment,* 
useless. In this barbaric act, unpaAilleied in \he dictated hasty orders, and fh>m his ^^rindow 
history of the world, the despotic government of anxiously watchSd thi^ progress of tiie fire.* The 
Russia pud no more regard taitaisubjects than if Kresiiin was surrounde^ with gardens and 
th^ h^ been wolves. «• shrubbery, and seemed vor a time ^•afford 

These preparations Aiiere segrctly made, and, in shelter ilrom ^e flames. Bdt mines of powder 
the confusion.of the ctfurance into the city, were ^were in its vaulSo, with various combnsribles 
not observed b^*tbe iFrench.^ Still, there were arrangc(2to communicate‘‘the fire. As Napoleon 
'rumours of the approaching conflagration, which, gazed upon th% ccmflftgrarion, he exclaimed,' 
in connexion with the strange abandonment of “ What a frightful {ipeotaclet'such a number of 
the city, filled the minds of the capers with palaces! the peoiple are genuine, Scythians." 
ondcfinable dread. The day, however, piussd in " Not evenithc fictions of the bufiiine of Troy," 
tranquillity, o ' said Napoleon afterwards, “ though heightened 

As night approached, gloomy clouds darkened by all the powers of poetry, could liave equalled 
the sky, and a fierce equinoctial gale boaded the reality of the destrudfion of Moscow." 
over the metropolis. The houses were of wood. During the whole of the 17th. and of the 
A long drought had prepared the city for the fire, ensuing night, jthe gale increased in severity, and 
God seemed to co-operate with the Russians, the fire raged with unabated violence. The city 
Napoleon was a victor. He had marcluifl in now seemed but the almost boundless crater ot 
triumph morc,4^‘'in two thousand miles from bis an inextinguishable volcano. Various-coloured 
capif.M; he had taken the metropolis if the flames shot up to an immense height into the 
most powerful nation on the Continent, tlilngh lair.** Inccssuit explosions of 'gunpowder,^saIt- 
that nation was aided by the coivUtion of England, potre, and brandy deafened tl^o car. Projectiles 
Spain, j^ortugal, and Sweden. Europe was of iron and stone, and burning rafters, were 
amazed at such unequalled aebiavements. They Iv'rled far off into the surrounding plain, crusb- 
Burpussed all that Napoleon had accoinplinbod ing^tany in their fall. Multitudes, encircled by 
before; and yet the victor, in this hour of the flames, in the narrow streets, were miserably 
amazing triumph, was desponding. His mind burned to death. The scene of confusion and 
was oppressed with the forebodings of some dismay has probably never been equalled. The 
dreadful calamity. soldiers, stifled with smoke, singed with flame, 

It was tlio IGth of September, 1812. At and lost in the streets of the burning city, fled 
midnight, Napoleon, in utter exhaustion of body hither and thither before a foe whom they wore 
and mind, retired to rest. The gales bf ap- unable eve^tt to attack. They wore often‘seen 
proaebing winter shrieked portentousljr around staggering beneath immense packagffWbf trea- 
the towers of the Kremlin. Suddenly the cry sure, wtiich they were freqgpntly c^npelled to 
of “ Fire!" resounded through the streets. Far abaudon to effect their escape. Miserable women 
off in the eskt!" immense volumes of billr wy ^were seen carrying one or two children on their 
smoke, pierced with flame, were rqlfrug up into shouldus, and dragging others by the hand, 
the stormy sky. '^Loud explosions of bursting often in vain, to flee from these accumulating 
shells and upheaving mines scattered death and horrors. Old men, with beanls singed by the 
dismay around, ^iddenly the thunders ns of an tire, crept slowly and feebly moug, and, inmany 
earthquake wve heard in another direction. A cases, were overtaken and destriyed by the coiis 
score of builmngs were thrown into the (fir. of flame that pursued them. Na|loleon was in- 
Flaming pfbjectiles, of the most comhustihio dcfatjghble in his exertj^tis for the rescue of hu 
and unquenchable material, were scattered in all soldiers and the remaining inhabitants, 
directions, eand a new volcano of smoke and At length it was announced tiiat the Kremyn 
flame commenced its rax’oges. Eartliquake was on fire. The flames so encircled it that 
succeeded earthquake, volcano followed volcano, e.scape seemed almost impossible. The fire was 
The demon of the storm seemefi do exult in its high already consuming the gates of the citadel. It' 
carnival of destruction. The flameanwere swept was n^t until after a long search that a postern 
in all directions. A shower of fire descended could ^e found thrpugh which the imperial escort 
upon all the dwellings and all the str;;qt8. Minc.s could pass. Biiuded by cinders, and smothered 
were sprang, shells burst, cannon discharged, by heat and smo'ke, they pressed along on foot 
waggons of powder and magazines blew up, anti, rill they came to a roaring sea of fire, which 
in a few hours of indescribable confusion and presented apparently an impassable barrier; at 
dismay, the w'hole vast city was wrapped in one lost a narrow, crooked, diverging street was 
wild ocean of flame. The Froneb soldiers shot found, blazing tn various parts, and often over- 
tlio incendiaries, bayoneted thorn, tos-lA them reached wi^ flame. It was an outlet which de- 
into the flomesf but still, like demons, they plied spair alone would enter. Yet into this formidable 
their work. , pais Napoleon and his comrades were necesmrily 

Na^leon awoke early in the moming, wd impelled. \ , 

looked out upon the flames which were i^eeping ° Withobuming fragments falling around, and 
through all parts of the city. For the first rime l)i»riug cinders showered upon them, they toiled 
in his life he |ppeared exnnMively agitat«d. Hie along, almost blinded and suSbeated with heat 
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•ad nnoke. At length the gnide lottdiifl way, 
•ad Bttpped in ntter bewnawmeat. All now 

S vs^nuelvM ap for lost. It was renuvfEBd 
It in ^ terrible hoar NppoleSn was perfectly 
calm and 8elf>poBBes8edl Jasttiienthe;^ oaagkt a 
gUmpi^f Marshal Dlroust, who, with afsom- 
puy of sSldiers, waS in search of tiie Emperor, 
^e marshal had signified hisiateanonof rescn* 
ingfhe “hope of Frandb,’’ or perishingrin the 
attempt. Napoleon affeotioflat^y emlgaced the 
devoted Prince. They sqpn encountered in the 
blazing street^ a convoy of gunpowder, along 
which they weracompellMto pass, Wti^e flaming 
cinders weA falling around. The energies of 
Niq>oleon‘s mind were so disciplined for riie oc¬ 
casion, that not rite slightnt indication of alarm 
escaped him. 

They soon eme^d from the wai^s of the city, 
and Napoleon retir^ to the castle of Peprowskoi, 
aBbnt three miles from the'bnming metropolis. 
The Emperor, as ho looked back upon the dty, 
gloonuly remarked, *' This forebodes no common 
calamity.” ” It was,” said he, years afteiVTardi, 
‘‘the l^ectacle of 9 sea and billows of fire, a 
sky and donds of flame; monntains of red roll¬ 
ing flames, like immense waves of the sea, alt^ 
nately bnmting forth and elevating thems(>lvQ|flro 
skies of fire, and then sinking into the oceaa of 
flame below. Oh, it was tho most grand, the 
most sublime, the most terriflc sight the world 
ever beheld I” 

Tho fire began dowly to decrease on the 19tb 
for want of fuel 

“Palaces aadtomp1e8,*'8aysKnramzii^ “monu¬ 
ments of 'i^and miracles of luxury, the remains 
of ages longesince passed, and tho creations of 
yesterday; tho tombs of remotest ancestry and 
the cradles of children of the tising generation, 
were indiscriminately destroyed. Notbingawas 
left of Moscow save the 'remembrance of its 
former grandeur.”. 

The French army %as now encamped in the 
open fields around the smouldering dty. Their 
bivouacs presented the strangest spectacle which 
had ever been witnessed. Immense fires were 
blAzing, fed by th%fAgm%ts of the most costly 
furniture of satingrood and mahogany. The 
soldlbrs were sheltered from the piercing wind 
by tents reared from the drapery of regal palaces. 
Superb am-chain and sofiis, in the richest uphol¬ 
stery of imperial purple and crimson ve^ot, 
affemed seats and lounges for all. Cashmere 
shawls, Siberian furs, pearls and gems of Persia 
and In^a, were strewed over the j^und in wild 
profiision. In the midst of dl tkese wrecks of 
boundless opulence, the soldirrs were famishing. 
From plates of solid silver they voradonsly ate 
roasted horseflesh, or black breM oh hidf-ground 
whei^ baked in ashes. The French i^y was 
now in a state of utter consternation, it was at 
an immense distance from France, in (he heart ohj 
a sav^ and hostile oountrjr, and surrounded by 
aitnidsj brave, highly disciplined, and capable of 
any aaotlfioes. Winter was approaebmg—the 
dreadful winter of fhe icy nortii. The comfort- 
-able quarters and abundauce which they hoped 


to have foqpd in Moscow* had been devoured 
by the flames. More than a thousand mUes 
of Iftrrennei8,*Bwept by the winds, and still more 
mocUessly swept by the Cossacks, extended be¬ 
tween them andAb^aoks of tho Nicmen; and 
at the Niemen thfijlwere still more than a thou¬ 
sand miles from the galley a of France. 

I A larm portion of the ^emlm had escaped 
! the conflagration, a Consequently on the 18th, 
Napoleon again ostablishoo his head-quarters in 
this ancient palace of tho Czars. As he was en¬ 
tering th^ rains of the dty, be passed near the 
Foaoriling HospitaL “ Go,” said he to his secre¬ 
tary, “inquire for me what hasbeccAie of the little 
unfortunate oocopants of yonder mansion.” The 
governor of the hospital, M. Toutdmino, ana^ 
Kusnon, iaformed the secretary that the bidlmng 
and inmates had been preserved from destruction 
solely throngh the core of the French guard, ap¬ 
pointed by the Emperor for their protection. 

“ Your master,” said the goveraaifk “ has been 
our P.'ovidence. Without bis protection, enr 
kouso would have been a prey to pinndorand the 
flames!'* The children of the horaitol were in¬ 
troduced to the French secretary. They gathered 
around him with the liveliest expressions §f con¬ 
fidence and gratitude. Napoleon was deeply 
affected when informed of the scone. Uo desired 
the governor to be brought into his presence. 
At the interview, the venorable man was so im- 
l^ressed with tho urbanity of N^leon, that he 
^desired permission to write to his unperiol patro¬ 
ness, the motlier of tho Czar, to inform her how 
tho hosjfltul and its iniuates had been preserved. 

Before flie conversation was concluded, flacq$s 
were suddenly seen to issuo from some houses on 
jvthe opposite side of the river. Tliis sight re¬ 
newed the indignation of tho Emptror against 
ftostopohin. *. 

“ Tue miserable wretch,” sai^e; “ to^thc dire 
calamitioB of war, ho has added the horrors of an 
atrocious conflagration, created ^ his own hand, 
in cold blood I The barbarian I li<^ has aban¬ 
doned the poor infants, whoso principal guardian 
and protector he should have been, am has left 
tho wounded and dying, whom tho iCusaian army 
had confided to his caret Women, aliildren, 
orphans, old men, tho sick and helpless, all were 
devoted to pitiless destruction! Uostopchin a 
Romani he is a sensdfosssavage." 

Napoleon '^ted for sume time, hoping to 
receive a commuiiication from Alexander. la 
the meantime, be occupied himself, svith his 
accustomed energy, m repairing the condition 
of thS army, making arrange •nita for the 
transmission of supplies, estab i-’. ng a police 
in tho smouldering city, and issuing decrees 
respecting the government of France. He 
wished to*AduGe a belief among the Rnssiaae 
that he still* intended to establish bis winter- 
quarters at Ii^scaw, and to resume the war ia 
the spring. 

* On thee4th of October, no answer having 
^en retnrned from the #zar, Count Looriston 
was sent to the hcod-qniurt rs of^I^tysoff as 
the bearer ri* officii| proposals of peaM. 
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The E^MTor,” Napoleon tjp the officera 
of luo cotiBK^ " is mj fiiead. But ahonld be 
jieid to bis indinatiotu and propose pesos* tBe 
barbarians by whom be is aunounded migfat, 
in thdr rage, seek to dotlmns end put him to 
death. To invent the ownsi, therefore, tbit 



denied a passport. Kutusoff alleged that be 
had no power to grant onek lie offered, how¬ 
ever, to forward tho letter himself to Peters¬ 
burg. No answer was aver retnraed ro either of 
Napoleon’s cofnmunicationa The great *knass of 
the Russian people are slaves. A goveruiuent 
of utter despotism represses every outburst of 


Notwitbstaij^g the desperate exertions of the 
imperial govornment to prevent all intercourse 
betsraen the Russian s^ and tlie French 
soldiers, by ^rfitlng tbe towns and villages, by 
dirang tlie miserable population from tbe line of 
march, by representing Napoleon as a demon, 
and his soldiers as fiends iqparnate, greedy for 
every pntrage, the onsluved popidation had 
begnn^ mingle with their ceuqucron, and had 
caught a glimpse of tbe meaning of freedom. 

Their first panic gave placo to astonishment, 
which was soon succeeded b^y admiration. When 
they sow that Napoleon was everywhere vic¬ 
torious, and the armies of tbe Czar were acat-^ 
tered fike dust before him, they thought it| 
a fnvourablo opportunity to strike for tbcir own 
rights as men. There were h^re ottd there 
amons them leading minds, who roused and 
gmded their ambition. They made repeated 
offers to come to the assistance of Napoleon in 
oountless mflnhors, if he would guarantee their 
emancipation and restoration tq Ihe rights of 
manho^ NaMcon replied coldly to these 
proffers' of sornces. lie argued that such a 
course could onW lead to a servile war, which 
must inevitably defer tho prospect of peace with 
the Russian government, and which would de¬ 
luge the tvhole conntry in blood. , 

“ The serfs," said ho, “ are unfit to be trusted 
with th« liberty they deiuro. If I oncourage 
tbe suhiects of the Czar to nse against hiui, 1 
cannot hope that he will ever again become my 
firiond.” *. 


Thusswas Ni^leon involvSd in embarrass¬ 
ments from whence there was no exti^catioiv 
Byfrefhsisg to le-estahlish Poland, borieQ tbe 
Poiro in discoifiragement to withdraw *from his 
saFgiort. On the owet tjend, b^ tbe attempt to 
re-ffi(abluh Poland, heiVoold inevita^ nave 
converted his Pnusiaa and'Austrian'kmu into 
invetetate fdqp. < By encouraging the revolt of 
the Bul^icU of Alexander, he would have rolled 
over tba( vast e^tpife the blood-rod surges of a 
savage revolution, ai^ he would have exaspe¬ 
rated to a teufolff degree ovepr monarchical 
TOvemmei(,tP in £nrope. By re[iraing to cherish 
weir longings for liberty, he deprived himself of 
most efficient aid, and turned the knives of 
brntal thonsands against his fireering troops. A 


intelligence and every aspiration for liberty, hnysterions Providence hod decreed die down&U 


.«a "Fnim Smolensk Co Srosoow,” ssj’S Napoleon, 
*' there elV about tive hundred tnlles ot hustlle country 
—that 1% Moskva. We took Smulent k, and intt it in n 
state 111 defence, and it became the central pomkot tim 
advance on Moscow. Wcestaiiliiihed hospitals tor Light 
thousand men, moinuincs and munitions of war, twenty- 
dve thODsaiul CNitridges (or cannon, and consklerable 
stores of clutbing and prortsions; two hundred and 
iorly thousand men were left between the Vistula and 
tbe Borysthenei. Only one hundred anstltxty thou, 
sand men crossed the bridge at Smolensk to go against 
Moscow. Of these, toi ty thousand remained to ffiuid 
the magazlnoe, liosphnls, and stores rat Oorngubou}, 
Niosma, Gtijut and Mo]ai.k. One hundret^ thousand I 
men entered Moscow, twenty thousand having beeA’^ 
killed or wounded on the^snoreh, or at tbe great battle 
of th« Sfoskw a, where fifty thotmnd Rauians perished.’* 
—.Hi"<Uryoi;,th^r«pt'rtty of Napoleon, by Uouthoion, 
TOl. 111., D. W* ( I 


of Napoleon. No human foresight conli have 
averted the doom. '* St. Helena,” said Napo. 
leon, "was written'in destiny." Sir Hobtit 
Wilson, who was present in Russia during 
most of the campmgn, g^ys, *‘That in tbe 
rcj^ectipn of the offers of insarroction which were 
made from every quarter, Nt^leon was adnated 
by a horror of civil war, and a humane cunside- 
pation of tbe torrents of blood which must have 
(ft’«igcd tho land.” 

V^intfflr was now approaching, with mauy 
omens that it would set in with terrible severity. 
The Grand Army was dwindling away. That 
of the enemy was rapidly inoreasing. Napoleon's 
communications with France, and with the gar¬ 
risons in his rear, wore now becoming extremely 

E rocarious. Clouds of Cossacks, on fleet and 
ardy steeds, 8we[Jt the country, printing any 
provisions irom being sent to the onepy; attack¬ 
ing the French foraging phrties, and harassing 
the outposts on every assiulable point Under 
tbosr embarrassing oircumstancet a council of 
war was called. Aftdr a long and painful con¬ 
ference, it was decided to almdon Moscow and 
return to winter in Poland.'^ 

Through this most terrific struggle which 
earth has ever witnessed, Napoleon dirooted the 
finaa'.’ial concerns of France so skilfully as to 
save tho people ironF an <opQrossive burden ot 
taxation. With candour v^ioh ennobles bis 
name, Colonel Napier, though an Englishconn 
and an enemy, and aiffing with his sword to cut 
down Napoleon, thus testifies to tho grandeur of 
the pan who for twenty years held w the com¬ 
bined despotisms of Europe at bay. 

“The annual expenditure of France,” says 
Napier, “ wassscarccly half that of England, and 
Napoleon rojejMed public loans, wbioh are the 
very hfc-blood of state corrnption. Hq left no 
debt. Under liim, no man devoured the public 
substance in idleness merely becanse he svas of n 
pri tnleged class. Ike state servants were largely 
paid, Imtlchey were made to labour effectually for 
[he state. They did not^ eat their bread and 
bloep. Ills system of public accounts, romsrksUe 
for it^ exactness, rimplicity, and compreh^ive- 
ness, was ritally opj^sed to poblio frond, and 
therefore extremely anfavountble to oorruption. 

{The GnitiMrf, more extenuve and perfect than 
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•theEbomsday Book, ikat momuatnt of iha 
wbAn aad gnatneu of onr Notmaa oonqd^, 
WM alo&A mwdant to on^ar ttn to tbo skIob. 
Rapidly advandoR uidel liia riaoroos flumu 
iniendaace, It re^teled aod tea^t evo^ylamn 
tho tra«*vdae an^ aatore dP Ms property, and 


Mish his i*^W-<narten in the friendly dties of 
PoBmA It ftqoired a dreaiy xnardt of nearly a 
Iboosand miles, tbrongh ree^ons of desolation and 
||do<nn. The imai^tion was appalled at ika 
fSbotemplatioB o^sldi a retreet, wading through 
dilfred snows, pntnud by^e storms of the ncurto. 


all its liabilities, public or p^valK It was do*^ and harassed by oTouds pf Coyotes, even moro 
signed, and most ably ftdepted, to fix and seope merdless than thwbortUe elemotto. ^ 


Ames to proporty, to ptevsA frindtito^bate litt- 
gadon, to apportion the \|eight of taxes eqnally 
and jost^, h^repraw the mmlence of the tax 


gatherer 'sritli^ iiuary to the resafne, and toiof the foe might not be aroused. Napoleon re« 

- — aIsa I Am WMwAasBa A«^ m oxsaaa BiAakAA 


seotore thtf BBcred treedom of the mor xnoa's 
home. The French Cadatire, although not 
original, would, from its oomprehen8iTenesa,haTe 
been, when compdeted, the greatest boon endt 
conierred. upon a dviUsed natiof by a states* 

man- ** 

P • * 


CHAPTER LIV. 


THE BETREXT. 

Hie approach of winter—The snow—PTsparstioii* for 
rettnriE toPolaaa—Untyof the rcnr>guAi it—EuxOoe’K 
conflict with the RuMtane—The pnssat Kulousn—Tlio 
retreat commenced—UrewlfUI anxiety of the Emperor 
^Alarm of tho RuMlana—Aspect of Borodino— 
Vtasroa—Harsbal Key in command of the reer-Ruord 
—The mldniKbt storm—Arrival at Smoiensk—Alarnie 
ing news from France—Adtentn'ss of Eugene— 
Krasnoe—Adventures of Ney—Passage of tbn Bi-re. 
smo—Smnrgunl—Interview with tho Abbe do Bradt— 
Return to Parhi—Hcroiam of Ncy. • 

Tub filnoh army remamed four weeks at 
Moscow. Napoleon had entered the city with a 
bnndred and twenty thousand men. He devoted 
a month to incessant labonrs ifi reorgaui^ipg bis 
exhausted troops, in obtaining supplies, and in 
healing the sick. His tender core of the wounded 
endensed Mm to eiery man in the army. He 
preferred to encounter almost any risks rather 
than abaadottethe snflorers in the hospitals to 
the savage cruelty of the Cossacks. He was also 
quite sougiune ii^the bd^e of effecting a recon- 
^adon wi^ Alexander. 

<rbe army, nnuer the effident discipline of 
Napdeon, soon presented again a noble and im¬ 
posing appearance. Perfect order was csta- 
plishM. The soldiers, having entire couMenee 
in their cMeftain, were free from esre wd in 
good spiiite.^ Napoleon, however, diactemdS dis¬ 
tinctly the impending peril. His anxiety was 
intense. He grew pue, and tbim and restiesa 
The month of October had now arrived. The 
leaves had faQen from the trees. Cold winds 
from the north swept over tbe smquldering mins 
of Mosdow, whose buried embers wdre still 
smdriug. Napoleon had owefuUy cofisulted the 
registers of the weather for the lost forty yearn 
to arartain at what time winter nenwy omn- 
meiAed. On die ISth of October, almost thiee^ 
weeks earlier than was ever known bdore, a 
heavy fail of snow wMtened the fields. 

Napoleon looked out with dismay upon the 
Boensb He decided at once to retum aim esta- 


It was neceesary to move with much apparent 
leisure and droumspecticn, that no despondency 
might pqprede the army, and that the activity 


solvedTto re^ to Smolensk h^ a new route. 
The region through which he had already passed 
was so entirely mvaged by the desolations of war 
as to present no hope for supplioa With the ut¬ 
most care the sick and wounded were placed in 
the most comfortable vehicles wmeh could be 
obtained, and 9 m sent forward, under a strong 
escort, towardfl^molensk. ThAsgldiers obeyed 
every order of Napoleon with great alaorityBOn 
tho 18th of October, the troops oommencea tbair 
march. The nex^ombig, before daybreak. Na¬ 
poleon lofr Moscow, and placed himsqlf at the 
head of his troope, to advance upon Halonga. 
about a hundred miles from Moscow. Autusoil 
was established there with a strong army to watch 
the movements of the French. As Nanoleott 
left the city, he said to Mortier, who fasA been 
appointed governor of Moscow, and who was 
superintending its evacuation— 

^‘Pay evtery attention to the rick and wounded. 
Sacrifi^ your baggage, everything to them. Lrt 
the waggons be devoted to their use, an^, if 
necessary, your own saddles. This was the 
conrao 1 pursued at St. Jmm d'Acn. Tho officers 
will first relinquish their horsesf liieii the sub- 
officeri, and •finally tho men. Assemble the 
generals and offioeraeunder y^r command, and 
make them sensible how necouary, in*their cir¬ 
cumstances, is humanity. The Jtomaiis bestowed 
civic crowns on those who preservoiyiieir ritizens. 
I shall not be less grateful." 

louring the month in which Napolton’’was at 
Moscow, the army bad been assorobled within the 
wails of the city in rcp.iired dwellings, and in 
houses which had csca^d the conliagmtion. 
Many of tho rick and wounded 1^ been healed, 
so that Napoleon left bloscow with more than a 
hundred tbogsand effeotivo men, fifty thousand 
horses of all kinds, five hundred and fifty pieces 
of cannon, two thousand arUUeiy waggons, and 
an immenM hagaage train. 

Tfie rear of tiio army consisted of a confused 
crowd of about forty Uiousaud stiagglen, Rus¬ 
sian serfs who desired emaucipation, rocruits wtfii- 
out uniforms, volets, waggoners, and a large 
number aAwomen and girls, wives of the soldiers, 
or abandonbd followers of tbo camp. Cahubes, 
carriages, tnmks, and wheelbarrows toUowed,tiUea 
with bales of.tho richest merchaudise, costly 
articles V furniture, precious fun and yokes, and 
various trophies of the canquest of Moscow. 

Napoleon WM ^tSU a v'-otox. Ha faadaadranced 
with reustlesavrAd to the very Easrt of his 
enemy's e npire. «Ha waa now morcMng, wi^ 
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buneta floating in the breeze, to attack the foe with the mines of powfler a lighted fnsee, '^ose , 
at Kalooga, thenoe to redre with dignity to Poland, slow aombostion codd be nicefy calcnlatcdj^th 
where be intended to Mtablish himself in winter- rapimtep, be hneried from the volcanof whidi 
quarters,and toresmnehisoperatimuinthespring. was ope for its empti<&. .^e Cossacks, eager 
Tremendous as was the perilSrkidh surrounded^ for pn^der, rushed withii( the deserted wi^. 
him, he had been sorrounded with still greater Suddemy.tbe mmestio fobric gras nused^ifllo the 
peril before. > ‘ air. The earth tinder the feet of Mordor. 

It was the lOQrof October, The dawn 7he explgrion, m most appalling thunder peal, 

W the morning had not yet appeared as Napo- startled the army in itn midnight bivouac. From ^ 
leon left the Kremlin. The stars shone brilUautly the darkeied ana sdlj^urous skies there waa' 
in the unclouded sky. The air was cold and rained down upon tha mty a horrible shower of 
aerene. Napoleon, at the bead of a divisioq of iragments of i^bdr, rocks, shattA'ed weapons, 
his ffdthftd gn^, hod just passed out frdtn the heavy pieces of artillery, and n&ngled bodies, 
gates of Moscow, when the sun rose in cloudless Napoleon was thirty miles distant from Moscow, 
splendonr over tlie frozen hills. He pointed to it. That terrific peal roused Igm from rieep, and told 
•nd said— him that the Kremlin bw fallen, and that bis 

" There you behold my protecting star. We rear-guard had commenced its march. Mortier 
will advance itpoa Kalouga. Woe to tiioso who hastened Us fli|;ht, and succeeded in rejoining tho 
attempt to obstruct our progress." o army. ' * • 

For several^dbys the interminable throng was On the evening of the 23rd, Napoleon slept at 
pourjDg out of the gates. Like a prodigious Borowsk, about sixty miles from Moscow. Elu- 
caravon, the army extended many leagues along ,gbi», with eighteen thousand French and Italians, 
the rood. The head of the column could ofTord was encamped some twelve miles in advouc-e of 
no protection to the centre ot the rear. Vast head-quarters. At four o'clock in the morning, 
armies iji^ been assembled to cqt olF its retreat as the soldiers, exhausted by their march, were 
Swarms of Cossacks, on Hoot and wolfish horses, soundly sleeping, fifty thousand Russians, with 
wero everywhere hovering around. The casual- loud outcries, burst upon the encampment, speor- 
tios which interrupt and embarrass such a march ing aud sabreing all they mot Prince Eugene 
are innumerable. roUlod his troops. After a desperate conflict. 

For two days the head of this column pressed which lasted many honrs, the Russians, though 
nnassdled idong the road, drawing after it its iustly outnumbering their foes, were, with i a- 
enormous serpentine train. To Mortier, with a mense slaughter, driven into the woods. Tlie 
band of hut eight thousand men, was aRcIgiied next monung the Emperor advanced to the scene' 
the perilous task of remniuiiig behind tcfeuporin- of battle. '’I'he plain was still covered with the 
tena the evacuation of the city'. The Russian dead and the wounded, the KusaianS having loit 
army had accumulated in such strcngtli, that qiore titan two to one. Napoleon, with paternul 
there was ovetyfroason to four that the rear-guard prido, embraced Eughne, exclaiming— 
would be destroyed. There wore \uot quantities “ This is the most glorious of your feats of 
of powder and of military stores wllich could not arms.’* 

be removfid, and vriiicb wore not to he abandoned He was here informed that the Russians, in 
to the enemy. Napoleon embraeed his devoted great numbers, were ocenpyi'g posiUous ju do- 
marshal in takingSeave, and said to him frankly, files, through which it would be impossible for 
yet sadly, *' . Napoleon to force bis way. Besijihres was sent 

*' 1 roly an your good fortune. Still, in to roqpnnoitre. Ee repc^d that at least a 

wo must sometimes make part of a sacrifice.’^ hundred and thirty tboUnand Jinssians were esta- 

The heroic soldier, without a murmur, as- blished in posirions quite nnolsailable. Napo- 
enmed his allotted task.* His companions in arms leon. for a moment, seemed Struck with oob- 
bade him adieu, never expecting to sec him again, sternation. 

The Cossacks crowded upon kip in vast numbers. “Are you cortiun?" he eagerly demanded. 
For four days, while the enormous pass of mon “Did you see rightly ? Will you vouch for the 
and carriages were retiring, Mortier defended (act?* 

himself witiiin the massive walls of the Kremlin, Th0 marsbal repeated his statement. The 
keeping the enemy at bay. In the vaults over Emperor crossed his arms, his bead fell upon lii» 
wm^ he stood andfought, he placed one iiuitilced breast, and he p^d the room slowly and heavily, 
and eighty-three thousand pounds of gunpowder, absorbed in the most intense and gloomy thongbt. 
Barrelsofpowderwerealsodepositedmalltlieballs He slept not that night, but lay down and rose 
and apartments. He was compelled to do this up incessantly, examined the maps, and Mked a 
even whOe the flames of war were blazwgfiotoely thousand questions. His restlessness indicated 
around him. It might be necessary dt any hour intense aasiety. Not a word, however, escaped 
to retire before the accumulating numbers, and him to betray his ^stress, 
to tonihi the tonfo. A ringle sport from one of ^At four o^clook in the morning, though in- 
tbe enemy’s guns would have blown t)|8 heroic /orme^that bands of Cossacks, wader covV of 
soldier and Im whole ^iviaon into the dr to- the da^ess, were gliding between his advanced 
gather. , ' the main army, he mounted bis horse 

Having sdccfessfully protected ^ march of the and prqpeeded forward, -la passing a wide plain, 
•rmy from the city, fdortier plaocd in connexion a band otmpnnted Cossacks came sweeping along 

‘ / 
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like If aok of wAvee, making the somtre morn- 
Ingaddeone with the wild war«cf 7 of tlnir 
conntry. The Emperor, diadaking to irew 
bis sword, and reined his ^otM to toe ddie of the 
road, when the phant|m-llke troop dashed l^st, 
and wMMp spears of the iniperial<|i^r. 
Rapp and his horse were woanded ^ tUa savage 
lanoers. • • 

A moment after, Bessi^es and the divairy of 
*the Guard came np, piilsuuigethe Gtssacka as 
the whirlwbd pursnes tBe apbaff. A council of 
warwasheldtfo a dark and •comfortless hovel. 
lt*was doj^edsimpossible to advaiSA npon Ka> 
longa. 'JEne Russians were so posted, and b 
snch strength, that to march into these defiks, 

, bristlbg with batterift, seemed to insure the 
annihilation of the army. ' 

With anguish unutterable, Napoleon decided' 
Ip retreat, and to strike across the couptry to the 
‘war-scathed road through which ho had pro¬ 
ceeded to Moscow. Until this moment, Napo¬ 
leon bad been everywhere dorbg the oampaim, 
and 4 Lt all times,^n victor. He loft Moscow inf 
triumph, not retrmting before his foes, bat to 
scatter them from his path, ^at be might-esta- 
blish his winter-qnarters b Poland. Snt here, 
before the defiles of Kalonga, for the first time 
be found the Russians too strong for him, uid be 
was compelled to turn from them. And now 
commenced that Iliad of woes to which history 
presents no parallel. Along a Ibe of sevejp 
hundred and fifty miles there were bat two 
points at which Napoleon oonid halt and refnsfa 
liis troops. At Smolensk and at M^sk he had 
established immense magazines, and had left a 
strong gumd. 

The terror inspired by the name of Napoleon 
was, however, then nnimpajred; and it is % 
ungnlar fact that, at thp samo hour, tb« Rus- 
suana also, alarmed by the extraordinary victory 
of Eugbne, and 1^ the bold front of the ap¬ 
proaching army, bad decided to abandon titeir 
positions and retreat. Thus each army, leaving 
a rear-guard *to conceal its motions, turned its 
back upon the other, aqd sullenly retired: Had 
Napoleon been*inf(^M of the retreat of the 
J^nssians, he wenld have advanced rapidly and 
triumphantiy onward, and the disasters of the 
retreat from Moscow would never bavf occurred. 
Upon what oasnaldes, iqiparently so slight ore 
the peat destbies of eaith suspended 1 § 

The retreat commenced on toe mombg of the 
26b of October. Every soldier bored the an- 

S iish of his (dueftaio. Gloom^ and silent, with 
eir eyes fixed upon the gtgnnd, they tunied 
from that foe whop they hsd never met hut to 
wonquish. The moment tiutRuseians bend that 
the French wen nthtag, |dth 4he wlldeit 
thusiasm Ihfy oomneiiced 4 porstdL The most 
ehocking banmndes ensued. .Ks^leon made 
strenuous efforts to bfole mon humanity hito 
, the straggle. He Issued a decree; stating that 
he bad refitted to ^ve Wden far be eadra dik 
^ruction (ffthectnmlryhf eras gdttisg. ^ 

** I foel a repngnan^** said he, “to Mggnntt 
the miseries of the hahsUtasiA To*^ib a 
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Rnsrian bqpndiary and a* few wretches, who 
mi^e war uke Tarti^ I am unwilling to rub 
nbe tbousaiM proprietors, and to leave two 
htmdnd thousand serfs, who are innocent of all 
bese barboritiee, ^selutely destitute of aU re- 
ibntoes." * ♦ 

Through Berthiqi he vjoto to Kutusoff, pro- 
, posing “ to regulate hostmties jmsuch a miutner 
that bey mignt aot bfliot updnthe Muscovite 
empire more evils ban were Inseparable from a * 
state of war, be •devastations that were ben 
taking p||Lce bebg no less detrimental to Russia 
baa bey were pabfiil to Napoleon." 

Kntosoff returned an bsolonP reply, stating 
"bat it was not in his power to restrain Russian 
patriotism.’' This was the signal for be demon 
of war to nm riot. The barbarian Cossacks 
praotised every conceivable atrooityv The French 
retaliated with (rightful devastation. 

Oft the 28tl:^ the retreating army passed over 
the field of Borodino. Thou8%J|) of imboried 
corpses, half devoured by wolves, still defoipied 
the groundt Even the veteran soldion were 
appalled by be syskening spectacle, and silently 
hurried by. On the 2gth, Napoleon mme to a 
large and glooiAy monastery, which ^d been 
usM as a hospital. To his surprise ne found 
bat many of the most desperately wounded had 
been left, under the pretence that bore were not 
sufficient carriages for their oonveyance. Ho 
gave instant orders that every carriage, of what¬ 
ever description, should furnish room for at least 
one of be snfferen. Those whose wounds were 
in sndh a state that they oonid not be moved, he 
left under the care of woanded Russians who had * 
been healed and treated wib be utmost Eind- 
ness by the French. 

He halted to see with his oWhhyes that bis 
order was cKiwied into effect. As ho stood worm¬ 
ing himself by a firce kindled from the ftagments 
of his waggons, he heard rSpeated fixplosions. 
They proclaimed to him the mdanoholy fact 
bat it had been found neAsaary to blow np 
many ammunition and baggage-wagons, which 
the horses, ffiminished in numbers and enfeebled 
by famine, oodd no longer drag along. 

Napoleon bad thus far, from theeommeace- 
ment of the retreat at Kalouga, kept wib be 
Tear-gunrd of the army. On be 31st be reoohed 
Viasmo, where be temained for two days to rest 
fats weary ^nops and to concentrate his forces. 
Here the perilons command of be rear-guard 
ifas assigned to Marshal Ney. On the 2od of 
NOTember the retreat woe recommenced.' Tha 
IkisBians, sixty thonsand strong, fell upon be 
rear-gnard of be French, but birty boosand 
in number. The Russians, abundantlv Mqtphed 
wib artUlerr and oavolry, anticipated an easy 
victor^* Many of be French were still eovared 
wib bsndages, m bora beir oma is slinfa, oa 
oooount ofwounds reoelved «t Baramoo; 
bey,Jtowwer, fon^t with despera^ for seven 
bonri^pdled beir fi>es,and, leaving fimr then- 
sand of bdr oomradee dead tipoa be groond, 
having slain also an "equal nomhor ^ be Bus- 
tiaas, in gm okdar prewedTA b«r bray* 
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For ilireo <1 hvs the rotrent wits r&pi4i7 contiuned 
will) bill Uitle mol-statiou. 

Nnjioluon had now traversed in fen days noout 
three hundred miles. Still he bad many weary 
marches before him. Th^ ptrsuing' foe w<m 
".‘ itlierinj; strength and confidence, and the 
weather was hecominir Tary.u>dlemeat. On the 
evening of thi^fiib o^'^NoveiAber, dense clonds« 
commenced fon^ing in the sl.y 5 the wind rose 
and howled through the forests, and swept 
freezing blasts over the exhausted liost. At mid¬ 
night u fttrious snoW'Stonn set in, ext< gnishing 
the fires of the bivonaoa,aQd covering lujfisbless* 
troops in chsfrless drills. A dreadful morning 
dawned. No son could bo discovered through 
tlie dense atmosphere swept by the tompont. The 
troops, blinded and bewildered by the whirlwinds 
of sleet, stoppered along, not knowing whither 
they wore going. TJic wind drove the snow 
into the sohhers’ faces, and penetrated theif thin 
and tattered ,p^f\hing. Their breath froze and 
hniv^ in icicles from their beards. Their limbs 
were chilled and etidened. The nlcn could no' 
longer keep their ranks, butitoiled on in dis¬ 
ordered tpasses. It was an nwful day. Many, 
stumbling oyer a stone, or fallisg into concealed 
cavities by tlie wayside, were nnablo to rise 
again, and were soon covered witli a winding- 
sheet of snow; a atniUl white hillock alono 
marked their co!d graves. 

Nothing could he seen ahovo and around but 
desolation and tiie storm. A few gloomy pines, 
surging in the gale, added to the bleakness 
and desolation of the scene, Innn[ncTq.bfo men 
and JioraoB foil' and perisbed. The muskets 
dropped flom the beuutnhcd hands of the sol¬ 
diers, while many had their Lands frozen to their 
weapons of "^ar. blocks of raveiis, emerging 
firom tlie forest, mingled their shriaas with the 
uproar of the cletjients, an*’, with hlnody fangs, 
tore the fibsli of the prostrate soldier almost be¬ 
fore life was extinc^t. 

To add to ,*he horrors of the scene, clouds of 
Cossacks hovered around the freeziug host, 
midcing frfqiteut attacks. These harbariuis 
stripped the wounded and the dying, cut them 
with their <.abres, goaded them with their bayo¬ 
nets, and. With shouts of lauglitcr, derided them 
as they reeled and staggered in convulsive ago¬ 
nies, expiring naked in the ano*<.*. 

Night came oil—a dreadful night.-. There was 
no shelter. Tiiere was no dry wood to kindle a 
fire. The storm still raged witii pitiless fury. 
One wide expanse of snow s]>read evetywhpro. 
The wretched soldiers, exhausted, supperless, 
and freezing, threw themselves upon the drills, 
from which thousauds never arose. During the 
long hours of that etormy night, they moaned 
and died, and ascended to the jitdgm^Hl-seat of 
a righteous God. The horses perished as rapidly 
as the men. The soldiers stripped eff the reck¬ 
ing skins of tfao horses as they fell, ani^, uted 
them as cloaks for protection against tbdstom. 
Many horses were kUletl, that' the periahing 
■oldiers luigh^ ojitain a little nutriment by drink¬ 
ing their wiirm blood. Tfao Bussians offered 
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thanksgTring to God and to their saints/or tho 
potent ailiance of tfao wintry tempest, am^Tiiyed 
for continuaijce. < 

This awM night,(of sixteen hours’ duration, 
at list passed a.wuy> 4 - blcuk wiator's 
kiortihig dawned. Tho sepne hurffir pre¬ 
sented to th% eye appalled tho stoutest hearts. 
Circular raiigu If tho /oldiers, stiff in death, 
and covt-red with tlje drifted snow, marked the 
site of tJie bitooacs.* Thousands of snowy 
mounds, scattered orofthe plain, showed where, 
during the ipght, Jhorses and meifhad perished, 
while the*storm had wrapped^ rudply aroiiud 
them their winding-sheet. 

Winter was now enthroned with all its ma¬ 
jesty. Morsliol Ney, with herculean struggles, 
and through unequalled sufl'criiiga, putected 
this awful retreat. Slowly retiring before an 
enemy, by whose cogntless hordes he was ofloi* 
surrounded, ho disputed every mile of tho road— 
with extraordinary genius availed hims'dr ot 
eviiry clmnce, and, often turning back upon the 
foe, plunged into their dense /lasscs with a-tpor- 
huinan energy. Tho heroism with which Mar¬ 
shal Ney conducted this retreat has excited the 
admiratioh of the world. 

The indomitable army again resmued its lino 
of march through scenes of woe which can never 
be told. At every step guns and baggage- 
waggons were abandoned. With tho younger 
^Idlers, all subordination was lost. Ofiicers and 
men, in a tumultuous mass of coiifuBion, struggled 
along. Tho Imperial Guard alone retained its 
discipline w.d its character. The derce Cossacks 
followed close in the rear. They p! vked up the 
exhausted and the dying, and tortured them to 
death with savage barbarity. 

. Marshal Ney, Stocked at tho wild disorder aud 
ruin which evorytb'ng was plunged, sent an 
aid-de-camp to Napoleon with a soal-burrowing 
recital of his disasters, h^poloon, coi.;>ciuas 
that there was now no remedy for these woc.s, and 
that nothing remained for tlie army hut n sue- 
cession of tlie most terrible sacrifices. Interrupted 
the uia-de-camp in li^ narrative by saying, 
mournfully, '* Colonel, I do not }.sk you for those 
details.” Through all this awfkl retreat, Napo¬ 
leon appeared grave, silent, and resigned. lie 
seemed quite insensible to bodily sufTerlngs, and 
uttered no complaint. It was, however, at times 
eviden* to those about his person that his mental 
auguis^t was extreme. 

On the iHh of November Napoleon reached 
Smolensk. He had lioiied to find shelter, cloth¬ 
ing, and provirii„as. lie found only rain and 
famine. There was brandy in abundance. The 
soldiers, in despair, drank ^ -utter stupefaction, 
and daring the 'night perished nuserably in the 
icy streets, ^in riio morpingthe pavements were 
covered wiui the frozen bodies ot the dead. 
EuotxnoDB quantitieedf provtsions had been acoo- 
mulated here, ptost gigantic efforts had 
been made for transporting these provisions to 
scattered divisions m the army; but, by the 
casnalties of war, the magasones were now fomid 
nearly empty. 
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, JuK nt that tinifl a conwy^ of jnOTidoiu potont aUylTor himself and for Franre than the 

rca^ijd Niiijolcon. He immediately forwarded dap-ghtet of Jhe t'ossara. It is clear that Napo- 
it to Marshal Key, saying, ^Thrae sthJ are icon Itad no intention of doing ^rong }u tha 
fighting must cat before tSio rest." Attbelanie divorco of Josenluno.^ It was a‘‘sin of ignor- 
time, ^ scTit word to Key to arlrest the anoev" hut it w^ tone Urn less a sin. It. wna 

of the i?.*s.sian8 Cw a few days, that.he might committed in tho eyes of the world, and before 
have time in Smolensk to refresh tad reorganize tins whole world ht recced hie fearful piinlsh- 
hisarmy. TboindomhAhlerulrsfialiaigiediutel^ taent, Inthfiknj|\iishof«isfea*'9gsat this lime, 
faced about, and attache^ tiie Rassiatts with such he exclaimed, iu aie pr^ico of his getimls—, 
'determined coarage as tacoro^l tbenPto retreat. " Does ray power, then, hang on so slender a 
The French bad lost nemly all that artiileiy. thread ? Is my tenure of sovereignty so frail 
lift the marsffal seized a musko^ exposed thiyji a Aigle person can put it in Jeopardy ? 
hims(df ilk tlio* ranks like a common soldier !* Trulyamy crown is but Dl>fitted ^ my bead if,’in 
While thus, under these circumstances, exhibiting ray very capital, the audacious atlorapta of two 
the reckless valour of^ private in tlie ranks, he' or throe adventurers can make it totter. After 
also displayed in his arrangements the genius of twelve years of government, after my marriiigo. 
the consumointe general. His skilful mancou vros, after the birth of iny .son, after so many oaths, my 
and the impetuosity of his men; so effectually death would again have plunged th# country into 
Ohwartod and overthrew the maltiradinoos foe, the midst of revolutionary horrors. Napolcdnll. 
that the army obtained a respite of twenty-four wasTorgotten." ^ 

hoars. ♦ Ho iimncdiatoly formed the resolution to rc- 

■7 list before Napoleon entered Smolensky an ! turn, ns soon as he conld honourably leaWi the 
express met him ofion the road. It was a stormy* army, to Pari-s, iletii'ing to his ehamW, be said 
day. Clouds of sleet and snow were sweeping to General Rapp*- 

lioth earth and sky. A circle of vidcUes tinme- " Misfortune never romes singly. Tbia fill.s up 
diately formed about the Emperor as he opened I the measure ortivil here. I cannot bW evory- 
thnitnfiortant despatclies. Troubles were indeed where, but I ma.st absolutely return to my 
inultiplyiiig. A conspiracy had been formed in oapit.ul. My presence there has hoeomo in- 
Pans, taking advantage of "the di.stt8ter8 in Ruhsia, dispensahk* to r<!^to ^■0 public oninion* We have 
for the overthrow of the imp Tial government, need of men and money. Gmt aucccR5C.s and 
and the establishment of the .Jacobin mob. « victories will repair all. ‘ 

An*officer of the name of Malet forged an Thi.sintention was, however, communicated to 
.uccoimt of the d.'nth of Napoleon. Availing few, l^-st it should increase the disorders pre* 
himself of the panic which the an*iuncoment vailing. • 

caused, hc-^iithered aronud him a few hundred Napolpon remaineil at Smolensk five .days, 
of the National Guard, and made a most auda- collecting his scattered forces, receiving reports 
cions attempt to take into his own hands this! from those divisions of the army iravetsing dif- 
reinsof power. The conspiridor was soon, how- | ferent roadswnnd making arraugetneiKa fbrren- 
ever, arrested and shot. Hut the event aloriningly i during the cdntinniition of the xotreat less disas- 
sbowed how entirely the repose of France dc- trous. Engine, whifwasendnavonrinjjto retreat 
pended upon the *(o oi Napoleon, It seemed by way of Witepsk, had siifibred dreadfulljr la 
very evident tiiat the imperial government was killed and wounded, and w#j now tftraggling 
by no means jio firmly established, and that the along, having abandoned all hi* artillery and 
death of the Emperor would be but thy signal baggage. Swarms of Gossacks were also prowl- 
for a strife of parties. • iuii about the divi.sinns of Havous" and Ney, 

Napoleon was greatly agitated when he read afraid to venture upon an open attack, but break- 
tVe despatches * ilo saw that the tiding.? of bis ing down the bridges and burning tne villages; 
death was the signal for the overthrow of the taking advantage of woods, forests, defiles, and 
Empire, and for the bloody struggle of rival heights, to attack tfie French in flank and rear, 
parties; that the government which Im b-ad und precipitately retreating before any biowi 
organised with such toil and care, to bo a * erma- could be reflirncd. ^ 

nent blessing to France, and his memarial to At four o'clock in the morning of the 7.4th < f 
posterity, was all suspended n»on bis personal November the retreat was resumed. It was dark 
supremacy, and could not surriV© his death. It a«d»bitter cold as the troops gloomily defile^ from 
had been the dbj^t of his eofstant study so to tl*e ruined city of Smolensk. Ths army was now 
estabUsli and consolidate A government as to secure redueed to alanit f.iTty thoosand effective men. It 
the repose of his beloved ciraitiy after his death, was divided into four corps, commanded by Hnrot, 
Toaceomplish this, hebad fotuddt'hetregicndoas. Eogln^JOavoost, and Ney, 'J'lurty thousand 
sacrifice, and had committed tibe ^^ ge|ismting stragglerahung upon tliem, encumbering fheir 
himself from the ndUe Josephine, and had mar- roaren. The Kraperor placed himself at tbs head 
ned a daimhter of the degeneralev^osB'ot Halps- of the firstasoluinn, which was . under thecom- 
* burgh. He now, to' Jbis' inex^essibje mandiof Murat. Marshal Ney, who was to re- 
chogrin, tliat the B3iw of Rome had no more main ft tbo city until it was OTkOoMed, was 
been thought of thaw if he had. ndver been bortf. ordered to drive tdl the 8trag<d«to hefiwo him, to 
He now saw, when it was toorlatt^ tliat toe tepq- saw off the trunnionk'of the eahao* he would be 
dieted Josephine would hare b^ a ^ more compelled to abandon, and to blow up iu tbe 
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towers of the city t^e munidoos oi war which | their ohje*ct, either frotn pity or admiraticn, the 


could n()t be removed. 

Tlie horses, with their shoes worn smooth, or 
lost from their feet, continually fell beneath their 
riders. With incredible "tWl, ^he roon were 
obliged to drag the cannon ana baggage-wag¬ 
gons up the icy hills. aFreqjiently, in the dark¬ 
ness, men, hors^and rfdllery were rolling down cHre was f»f)Utfid in,upon th( 
tho slippery declivities togetlil^r. I'Ijo cannon- the distance of but ^ few yards, 
’balls and the grape-shot of the enemy were often ' ' ‘ “ ' 


at the same time ploughing <heir ranks. The 
days were short, the nigiitswero long asd dnaitl- 
ful. The sullerings of tho wounded werepa4Hnl 
beyond descripfion. The first day tlje artillery 
of tho Guard advanced but fifteen miles in twenty - 
four hours. 

Kutusoff, with nn army of ninety thousand 
men, well clc^lred and armed, and witli abundant 
supplies, was marching on a line parallel to that 
of the French, lie soon outstripped thc*'c.'t- 
liaiisted fugitijrill, and took n .stroiig position iu 
thein-'idvanee, across the road, planting batteries 
upon the a<lj!iecnt heights, and attempted to dis-> 
pute the passage; btit the Impeaial (Junrd stendy, 
proudly, ^esporateiy advanced, ami .swept tlmir 
assailants before tliern. The liftssians retired to 
their batteries on the hills, and showered innu¬ 
merable bullets upon tlie.ir foe. As Napoleon 
marched through this storm of it on and of lead, 
which was scattering death on every side, the 
grenadiers of tho Guard closed in a dense circle 
around him, that they might protect him by their 
cam l)odie.s from harm, and the hand commenced 
playing the air, “ Where can ore be happier than 
in_ tl\p bosom of liis family F 'Iho Lrn[»cror, 
considering this exclusively applicahieto himself, 
requested them to play instead. '■ J,L>t us watch 
over the safety* of the Kinpiro.’ ' * 

The first division of the army hnving forced 
its passage, the lljissians raadc an effort to stop 
Eugene, who was several miles tiehind. They 
intrenched themseLves in great lorco m the road 

i—f__ 1 •_-...1 1.:... i.,, _ __ ji 


before him, ai^ siimmoned him to i^urrondor. A 
terrible battle ensued. Fifleon hundred of l^i- 
gtfne’s dividfon, in advance of tin; rust of the 
corps, for an hour resisted the onset of more thuii 
twenty thowsand IJus&ians by wdiom they wire 
surrounded. Repelling all rlcmnrid.s to enpitu- 
late, tliey resolved to cut their way fwck again 
tlirongh the Russian lines to yoin the Viceroy. 
Ttiey formed theinsolvu-s into a solid aquiuc, and 
mshed upon the enemy’s columns. 

The Russians opened their ranks and allowed 
tho feeble and almost defenceless bund to udvtwice 
into their midst. Then, alter they comprehended 


enemy's battalions, wdiich lined both sides^&tho' 
I'oachintreatcd tl^m to surrender. TheysWmed 
reluljant mercilessly p shoot down such brave 
men? but Uio only answer they received w'as a 
more determined man'ii, st(y*u sileiicqf Kfid the 
presented' biiyjoiict The whole of the enemy'a 

them at once, at 
and the half 
of this bn'oic cWiimn.Vas stretched lifeless or' 
wounded upon the ,gr6und. The survivors in- 
I stantly closg^ npiiito another ccWipact square. 
pNot a mair wuven d. Thus tli^ mprehed on 
through this awful tire until nearly every indi¬ 
vidual had fallen. A few only of these resolute 
men saw the advancing' divisions of Eugene. 
They then ran uud throw themselves into those 
feeble ranks, wliicb opened to receive them. 

Eugene, had now Ip fight hi.s way tlirongl* 
more than double liis own numbers, with Invast- 
iiig hatterics wliich ploughed Ida ranks wiili 
grii^e-slmt. It is diflicult to conceive how a 
single man esenped. The enemy occufiied a 
po.sition which .swept the road. There scorned 
to he nn hope unless that w'ooded height, hri.stling 
with caun.ni, eoiihl be curried. Three hundred 
men were selected to ascend to the forlorn as¬ 
sault. The hatlory opened upon the di'voled 
band, and. in « few miuntes, every individnnl 
war. welli-ring in blood. Not one survived those 
ti^rrilic discharges. 

Engeiie liad only 4,000 men now left. Night, 
cold, long, and dark, came roughly to hi.s aid. 
Leaving tli^ir fires burning to deceive the toe, 
these indomitable men, with a noit^u.ss step, 
tlieir broath well-nigh suspended, crept, nt miiU 
ifight, along the tielJs, and passed around tho 
uunssail.shle position. There was a moment of 
fearliil*peril in this critical march. The moon 
suddenly burst from the clouds, revealing tlie 
retreating band to a Russian^sentinel. lie im¬ 
mediately challenged them. They gave tlicm- 


’>* Sir Archlbaht Albun thus desnribrs Napoleon's 
hnblt of poa.-titii' tbrougb tin- vorfis of tl><; army;—“ The 
litipcrbil enito. like u wliirlwiuU, swept H^agh tho 
culnmns too fast for ttio iiion either to fall Into the 
rnnks oi to present arms, and, betbrv the astuulshed 
crowd could fi.id time to garc on Uioir .l^lovcd chief, 
the corli-ije was disttpiwHung in the distance, ^loom, 
howrviT, was always clonri’d ; the outriders eaUcd out 
to make way, nml, at tlie magic words, ■ The Uuipcror:’ 
Infantry, laiv.ilry, and arlillciy were, pcll-mcU, litinicd 
to the side, iiA,« i^i fiightfui cunfusiou, aud with Irac- 
turci «f legs aud arms.* 


selves uj) for lost. A I’ole nin up to the i{us.ciau, 
and, speaking to him in his own language, said, 
with grtiat composure, ‘l^e silent! We are out 
on a secret expedition." The sofatinel, deceived, 
gti\e no alarm. Ehigette thus estoped, and, early 
in the morning, rejoined the Emporor. Napoleon 
had been wailing all the preceding day lor tb 
Viceroy, in inteuse anxiety, on the plains of 
Jvra«n<«. 

Napoleon now became extremely anxious for 
the safety of Ncy and Davoust. Notwitlistand- 
'ing tho peril of his position, in tho midst of 
uccmnulated hosta of Russians, he resolved to 
await their arrival. Eor two days that litrie 
band stood upon the plain, bidding defiance to 
the hostile annies which frowned upon them 
from all tljp adjacent heights The name of 
Napoleon was such a terror that the Russians 
dar«d not march from their encampments. 

“ Kutusoff,” says Sir Walter Scott, " seems to 
lAve at^d towards Napoleon and the Grand 
Army as tho Greeulaud fishers do to the whale, 
whom tliey are careful not to approach in his 
dying ngOuies, when pain, fury, and a sense of 
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'■eve^'re render llie la9t struggle of tjjo leviatliun 1 Two noetnrnal attacks were tnado preparatory 

.■’--” I ta the prti«t,c(infliet in the inorninir: they were 

; perfectly successful. The Kroiich, withdut tiring 


aeauWly dangerous. 
StiTL 


the; 


no tidings could be heard rospr>ctiJg 

lost marshals. Nopolcof now adopted th| most | a musket, ph^iged ,witli th« hay<met into tho 
extraordinary resolve to turn back fgr* their, densc.st masses the foe. and the Itusdans, 
roscufi?• ,A bolder^or more magnanipious deed' ’ ‘ • ' » . 


histery lia? never rtworded. Niyioloon, with liU 
little band accompanyjpg hinJ, vma uoi^sarc. He 
had forced his way throu<jJi the Inst harrier. An 

‘ iinnbstnieted retreat thi||)ugh lithuoifla was oitcn 
before him. By delay, kie was enabling tJio 
ciionuDu.s foAes of the enenty to g^t possession 
(ff rivers^aud^lchles in his advance, and cut off 
lii.s retreat, lie distinctly saw all tliis; and yet 
he determined to fi^it his way back into the 
Wilds of UiLBsla, to neliver bis friends, or to 
perisli with them. 

Ktiglaiul and America have 'wondered why 

Jhoso who knew Napoleojj loved him with such 
M range devotion. It was because he was worthy 
oi' ttieir love; because lie was one of the most 
gtuu rolls, niaguunimous, and si-lf-dcnying of^ 
morkils. Could Jlavoust and Noy forget tlii^l 
man. «'Lo, regardless of famine and the blasts of' 
winter, and of a retreat still beforo him of more 
than a thousand miles, could turn bnek into the 
snow-drilrcd wilderness to their re.sciic, and in 
t ho face of an army outnumbering his own almost 
ten to one! With but «/ne (hoiuaml men, half- 
f.uni.died, exhausted, and alninst without anus, 
In' rci'dved to assail eii/hty (hmaiiml of the nmr^. 
1(1 iduiiging into the very midst of their bat¬ 
teries and their thn.nged imreneliincnts, he would 
draw upon iiiinself the sabres and ths.sJiot of the 
iiic, and llivs might produce a diversion in favour 
of Ibivou.st and Ney. By so doing, there was a 
chance that his friends might bo enabled to breafc 
through those defiles which Itgrred their escape 
from the wilds of lluasi*. Such traits iJf cha¬ 
racter resistloMsly comniaud the love and homage 
of all generous lieu|ts. 

Napole I nearly surrontidQd by the Rus¬ 
sians. Unintirnidated by those perils, he vigo¬ 
rously adopted measures for breaking through 
tlic foe. iP * 

“I have act^ the Emperor long enough," 
said he, us he lift his miserable quarters; “ it is 
time I should again become a general." 

A powerful division of the enemy occupied an 
important position on his left, lie colled Uenerul 
Rapp, and said to liira, “ Set out immcfflatcly, 
and, during the darkness, attack that bot^ with 
the bayonet. Tliis is the first time tho enemy 
has exhibited such audacity. 1 am detonnincil 
to make him repent it in stjA a way that he 
will never again approach my head-quarters.” 

Afier a few moments’ thought, he recalled 
him, saying, “ No! let Roguet and bis division 
go. Itemain where yon are. 1 mugi not have 
you kilUd. I shall have occasion for you at 
Dantzic."®* • 

* *» “Rapp, as ho was carrying this order t<#llogui'^' 
could not liidp feeling astonislied that Ins chief, snia' 
rounded hy eighty thnusaiid of tho enemy, wliutn lie 
was going to attack tlie next day with nine yioussnd, 
•hould have so little doubt about hie ssiety as to be 


amazed at such desperate valour, rotivfil buforo 
tliein. • • 

Moriiing divwyed. The R.-Ssien battalions 
and batteries encircled tbo French on three sides# 
I'rtipolcon, placing himself at the head of six 
thousand Gnard.s,Vdvauci*d with a firm step into 
th^ccnifeof that terrible circle, to break tlirough. 
.Morlier, with a few thou.suud n)pn, dcjihiycd to 
protect ids right. A battaliou of footmen of the 
Old Ouurd, formed in a square, like a lortrcsM of 
rock, to support the leil wing of this rcebic, yet 
indomitable, column of attack. 

Tho battle commenced. Tho^nnemy were 
stil^sufficiently nuincrou.s to cru.'jli Najiolcon and 
his wasteil battalions by theip maw alone, in 
luurching forward, without tirmff a gun. lint 
tlicy did not dare to move from their iutftncL- 
mciits. With their artillery they made wide 
and deep breaches in tho ranks of the Freneli, 
whose advance they could not rotffrd. Tlio 
enomy’.s guns iJi'rc llasliing in the oast, tho west, 
and the south, 'i'lie north alone remained open. 

A heavy cohmin of ttie Riiwiuns were marching 
to an eminence, there to rear a battery which 
would complete the inclosing circle, and which 
seemed to render the escape of tho French iiu- 
po.ssiblo. Napoleon was apiirised of the i>eril, 

“ V^ry well," .said he calmly ; “let a hattalion 
of my cbfi.s.<cucjt take possi'-siou of it." Giving'* 
no more hecil to this peril, he contiiiacd* with 
niitliiiching peisuverauce, to pierce the ma!i.ic.s of 
his foe. • • 

The bat’J# continued till two o'clock in tho 
aRernooii. At last Davonst made 1 im appear- 
aiice. Aided by thc^ttaclc oli Napolcvi, ho had 
been ahie to foreo lii.s way through the liiis.siaus, 
driving sw(irni.s of Cos.siu‘k.s«hef(>rc him. Tho 
valiant bands mot, struggling thi^ugh clouds of 
smoke, uud reeling before the territijj di.scharge8 
of batteries which incessiuitly ploughed tlioir 
ranks. There was no time for couijratulutions 
upon that field of peril atul of blood. .Napoleon 
inquired eagerly for Ney. lie had not been 
heard from. Ho ^is probahly lost. 

Still Napoleon hesitatsid to retire. Ho could 
hardly endtfro tho thought of le.aviiig his heroic 
mar'-hal in tho hands of his iiio. At last, the 
danger that all would bo destroyed was so imiui* 
neii* that Napoleon reluctantly decided to oon- 
tidue the retreat. He called Mortier to hia aide. 
Sorrowfully pressing hi.s hand, ho said — 

“ Wc have not a moment to lose. The enemy 
is overv^Imiiig us in ail directions. Kutast^ff 
may rcocLi the last elbow of tho Boryathenea 
before us, and ent olf onr retreat. I must, there- 
foiv, proecfdirapidly thither with the Old Guard. 
Tou a^d Hurvoust must endeavour to hold tho 

tliiiikliig nf what he sluiuid liave to do at Danizic, b city 
bom nliiuii iu: was sc, Hrati-il liy tlie i^iU-rptwo hostile 
innlo!*. fiiiiunti, and oitu huoilri’d aud Indues of 

aiaUiUce.”-“^ouut de Segur, voi. i*. Ibti. 
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enemy in check until night. Then you must hansted troops again threw themselves upm the 
advance and rejoin me.” . • snow-covered ground, whore the freezingf Uast 

Napoleon, his heart almost hnrsting with grief was i ven more ^merciless and fatal than the 
at the thought of abandoping Ney, slowly rc- hullcfof the foe. f 
tired from the field of battle.* Sfortier and Da- Tlie^ extreme sufferings of tbe French army 
vonst, with three thc.n>.aTid men, remained to during tips period were fakhfully niirflSftcd to 
arrest the nclvanoc oh fifty llionsand eneniies. France hy Napoleon in his twenty ninth bulletin. 
A shower of b'^is and* grape^rhot swept their *In this culebratld Socura^t he made no attempt 
•ranks. Proudly refusing to accelerate their to concern the moMurjflci-stioss of the disaster, 
steps, tliey ntired as deliberab^ly as tlicy would “ The clild,” says thf’ bulletin, “suddenly in-* 
have done from a field of* summer parade, creasod after the 7rti. On the Hth, loth, and 
'J'hcir jtath was rnark-d by the goryt>odie| of the tlj^rmoutotor was sixteen and eighteen 

the dead. Thu’w wonruled comrades they l*ire in dogrecs below freezing point, and^lic joads were 
their arms. covered witlr ice. The cavalry, artillery, and 

“Do you hear, soldiers?" said flonoral La- bageage liorso.s died cvcjy night, not by hun- 
borde; •* tbe mar.sbal orders ordinary lime! ifrcds, but by thousands, especially those of 
ordinary time, soldiers!"” ^ ^ (Jermany and France. The cavalry were all on 

Napoleon, with a becclien stick in his h.atul, foot. Tbe arflllery and baggage, were without 
toiled along on foot. He proceeded slowly.and means of Vonveyancca • 

hesitatingly, najf htill half resolved to turn back “Tlic army, which was so fine on the fitli. 
again in purfSiit of Ncy. A» he advanced, he. was very dillemnt on the Htb, almost without 
Tuanffestod tbe deepest grief for the lost mar.shal. ^artiilcryj cavalry, and transports. Without ea- 
He spoke of iiim mcc-sanlly, of his courage, of valrv, we had uo meaim of reconiioitriJig u 
his genius, liis true nobility of character. Tbe quarter of a longue, while, wiiliout artillery, wc 
twiliglit hf tlio short winter’^ day soon dis could not firmly await or risk a battle. It wa.s 
nppoareu, and another dismal nigiit of woo and requisite, therefore, to march, in order not to be 
death darkened over tlic wasted and bleeding Ibreod into an engagement, which the want of 
army. In tJio night Napoleon was overheard .■mimunition prevented our desiring. It wa.s ne- 
snying to himself— eessary for us to occupy a certain space of ground, 

“The misery of my poor soldiers cuts mo to jind that without cavalry to lead or to connect 
the heart; yet I cannot relievo tlimn witliout our coliimn.s. This difficulty, added to the ini- 
establishhig myself in some jiI.hcc. Ilut how is mensc frost, rendered our situafion miserable, 
it possible to stop without :immuiiilion,.provi- Tliosc wluan nature had not sufficiently steeled 
Bions, or artillery ? I am not strong ftiough to to be superior to fate or fortune, lost their gaiety 
halt. *1 must reach Minsk ns quickly as possible.’ and good humour, and dreamed onl)|of inisfor- 
llo had hardlv uttered these words whou an tunes and catastrophes. Those whose constitu- 
offieer entered, *und informed him that iMinsk, t'"ns enabled them to brave vicissitudes, pre- 
where he had centred his last ho^*; with all its served^ their spirits and ordinary manners, and 
magazines, had fallen imp the hands oi' tlje saw new glories in tile difliculties to bo sur- 
cneniy. fFor a Aoment Niipob'on .seemed over- mounted. Ihe enemy, finding upon the road 
powered by the blow. Hut mstruitly recovering ‘niees of the disaiitcrs wlik* ii.ad befallen tlie 
himself, ho .s:ud fi^ly, yet sadly— French army, endeavoured to take advantage of 

Very well! we have now,‘tlicn, nothing, to fhem. 'fhey surrounded all the,column.s with 
do hut to fisrcc our wnv with the Imj onet." t'o.'-siujfs, who carried off, like the Arabs of the 

At one o’clock in ‘the moniing’ he sent for desert, tlie trains and Sarriiiges which for a mo- 
General j{#pp. diverged from or loitered on the march. 

“ My afliiirs," s.aid the Emperor, “ are going 'I’his eontemptiblecavalry, whiAi can only make 
verv Imdiy. These poor soldiers rend my heart. » is incapable of penetrating through 

I cannot, however, relievo tiifm." “ *>• ••oinpaiiy of voltlgeurs, was rendered formid- 

At that time an alarm of atfae^ was made, able circumstances. Nevertbcles.s. the enemy 
upon the encampment, 'I’iio silence of miduiabt luad to repent of all the serious attempts which 
was suddenly interriiptoil bv tbe roar of artillery he mwle. 

•and the rattle of musketry, A .scene of imle- The enfeebled army soon crossed the Dnieper, 
scribable confusion and clamour on.sucd. Nhpo- and entered the town of Orcha. Here they found 
Icon seemed a.s tranquil as if seated on a sofa at houses, lire, amf^provisions. For the first time 
St. Cloud. ■ leaving Moscow, the soldiers enjoyed 

'• Go,” said ho, gently, to General Rapp, “and shelter, comfort, and abundant refreshments, 
see what i.s the matter. I am sure *4ut some _ “Napoleon enteredOro.ha," saysS^gur, “with 
of those rogues of Cossacks want to frevent our thous*ul guards, the remains of thirty-five 
sleeping." thousand; Eugene with eighteen hundred sol. 

Tbe midnight alarm, like the rapid sweep of 'l^"i the remains of forty-two thousand; and 
the wliirUviud, soon pns.sed away. Jlic ox- lilhtvou|t with four thousand, the remains of 

seventy thousand.”*’ 

Viir II Si^'ejiill Brprmnt of llii' c\frHofitiniitv Piiter- 

jir-oi*. “\,itii.;loii’s Uu-isiuii Kxiicditiuu,* by Count Tli<«n])i)<iTent Incooslgteneyln the numbers which 
ill' ore ircqueiiik’ mentluned in the narrative arises iivm 
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T^o heroic marshal had lost overjthinp:. He 
vfim i^aciated with toil, sleeplessness, and fasting. 
Mis clothes were in tatters. He had not ^-en a 
shirt. Some one gave 14m a handkerdiitf’ with 
whidh to wipe his face, which was wlute with 
frost.**il6 seized loaf of bread, anti dovonred 
it voraciously, exclaiming— ^ 

“ None but men of iron constitution* can .snpi 
^ port such trials. It is jehjsipnlly ii||poHsil)le to 
* n;sist them. 'J'bere are tini'ts to Imnum strength, 
the utmost which have Seen exceeded.” 

• Still, his d^ermined s]>irit had Hover for on# 
moment Itcen vanquished. At every doiilc ho 
halted and beat back the foe, struggling iu> 
ccssjintly against an i#undation of disorder. 

Napoleon was still inquiring for Ney. A 
feeling of grief pervaded the wii^c army. Four 
days had now passed since he Imd ^bcon board 
Trom. Nearly all hoj )0 ’had vunishod. Sull, 
overy one was looking back across the Dniopor, 
hoj)iiig to obtain a glimpse in the distant hori/.on 
of tlje approach of his columns. Thoy lisl^tuah 
to catch, if possitilc, the sound of his coiitlict 
with the foe. Rut nothing was heard hut the 
cold swoop of the wintry wind; nothing was 
to be seen hut swarms of Cossacks, crowding 
the opposite bfink of the stream ami raonaoiug 
the bridges. Some proposed, since flioro was uo 
more hojje, to blow up these bridges, and thus 
retard tlie pursuit of the Russiane. Others, how¬ 
ever, would not consent, as ic seemed to seal tfte 
doom of their lust companions in .arms. 

Night again sot in, and the weary soldiers, in 
comfortable quarters, for a inometit Torgot their 
woes. Nsipoleon was partaking of a frugd 
supper with General Lefebvre, when a joyful 
shout was heard in the streets, “Marshal Ncy is 
safe!” At that momenta a Polish officer entered 
the room, and reported that the marshal wiis 
a few leagues distant, on the hanks of the river, 
harassed by swarms of Cossacks, and that he 
had sent for assistance. Napoleon sprang from 
his chair, seAcd the informant by both arms, 
and exclaimed, with intej^sc emotion, 

*• Is that rea% true.' Are you sure of it ?’’ 
Tlien, in an ou^nrst of rapture, he added, “ I 
have two hundred millions of gold in my vaults 
at the Tuilcries: I would have given -them all 
to save Marshal Ney!” 

It was a cold and gloomy winter’.s ftiight. 
The soldiers were exhausted by almost sujwr- 
fanman toil and suffering; but, without a m&nnur, 
five thousand men, at the call of Eugt.ne, roused 
themselves from their slurob^ and led their 
warm tiros to proceed to tm rescue of the 
marslial. They traversed unknown and snowy 
paths for about six miles. Oftan they stopped 
to listen, but no sound of their lost friends could 
be heard. The river, encumberea with ice, 
flowed chill and drear at their side. Hisntal 
forests of pines and lira frowned along their 
Vay. The gloom and silence of midn)§Ut en-* 


the fact that each day thousands were pnrtshliifr, while 
other thousands wore Joining the army fiomMiTislons 
posted along the line of retreat, • 


J • 

▼doped them. In this state of suspense, Engine 
ordered a fivw canf\on to bo discharged. Far oil’ 
in the dLstance tlicy licard the faint response of 
a volley of musketry. The mar^luil hud not a 
single piece o* ailtlkry left. Kngerly tin- two 
corps hastened to meet. Eugene Reauharutiis, 
one of the noble*!? of ineti, whoij no perils coubt 
daunt, and wlio|ti no Sufferinj;-! conbl subdue, 
thretv himself into the arms of hi.s rescued 
Incnd, and wept for joy. Soldiers, oiiii-ors, 
generals, all rnslied together, and mingled iii 
«f\petioBntc embraces. 

The reunited bunds rehirnipl rejoicingly to 
Orcha. As Mar'-hiil Key rcliit'-d to the ICmpcror 
the perils through wliicli lie liiid passed, Napo- 
kion grasped his hand, ami liaile!l him by the 
proud title of “Rnivcst of the Brave.” Tlie 
unconquerable mai-shal had infiiUcd his own 
omjfgy into the bosom of liis troops. In view 
of tiiese extraordinary aebiewemeuts, iiccom- 
plislied by tbo genius of miuj, Nlpolcon, in cha- 
ructeristic language, remivrkcd, “ Botter*is an 
army of deer cotumniidod by a lion, than an 
army of lions cohimandod by a dcor.” 

.Vey had Icjf Smolensk, about olTe hundred 
miles distant, on tlio 17th, with but six^.hDn.sand 
soldiers, lie arrived at Orcha with but tiftoen 
hundred, and without a single cannon. lie 
hail been coin]iellcd to leave all his sick and 
wounded to the mercies of the enemy. The road 
over which he jiassed he found strewed with the 
traces of the ilrcadful rout of his friends which 
had preceded him. Everywhere wore to be 
s«;ei) brJkcn muskets and sabre,s, overthrown * 
curriagi's, dismounted cannon, and the *fro'/,cn 
bodies of men and horses. 

Hu pas«ed tho buttle-iielrl of Krasnoc, where 
the Empen t^iad halted, and had so heroically 
fought for llio rescue of Ins lost conipnnion.s. It 
Wits covered with ftie icy IXidies of«tbe dead. 
Oil the ensuing day a wintry mist onvelojied 
them, so that they could se# but a few feet in 
advance. Suddenly they found tlicntsolves di¬ 
rectly io front of a Uuw,i,in batter-^, where tho 
enemy, in vastly superior nuinlH-rs, disputed 
their passage. A Ru.SHian officer pnv’iited him¬ 
self, and demanded tho sword of Xe.t. 'J’lie 
couiinandcrof the Itnsainn forces was so conscious 
of the valour of tiiis extraordinary nnin, that, 
with tho demand for surrender, fie sent an 
apology forlnuking such a .summons. 

“ Field-Murdial Kutu-'olf,” mid the envoy, 

“ would not have prc.samed to make so cruel a 
proposal to so great a general, to a warrior 
so renowned, if there remained u single chance 
of safety for him. But there are eighty thousand 
Russians surrounding Mar.sfial Ney. If the 
marsiialt^ubts this, KutiieofT will permit him to 
send n man to pass through his ranks and count 
his forces.'’ 

Ncy gavc*thc noble response, " A marshal of 
FtanciJiiever surrenders!' 

Even^hile thi.i scene was passing, the enemy, 
either through treachery or hy mistake, discharged 
a battery of forty guns, loaded vHtlf grape-shot, 
directly into the bosoms of the French. The 
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oarnnpe was awful. A French oflifcr darted 
forward to cut down the Russian nwsicngpr ah n 
traitor. Ney restrained him, and tlie man, who 
was probably innocent of all guile, was disarmed 
and made prisoner. Tlie eiitiiny's fire was now 
pojired in upon the Fi-encb without mercy and 
without cessation. “ iUl tbo hillh^’ says an eye 
witncM, “whicll but a nroracnt(J)of«rc looked cold 
•and silent, htnnnnc like so nmuy volcanoes in 
eruption." But these perils did hut fan into in¬ 
creased intensity the ardour and the courage of 
Ncy. * , 

“ Kutusoff,"/«ays S^gur, “hud not doPeived 
him. On his sido tlioro were indeed eighty 
thousand men, in complete ranks, well fed and 
iu doiihlc lines, full and deep; a numerous cavalry; 
an immense artillery, ocenpying a formidable 
position; in 'short, everything, and fortune to 
hoot, which is alono cipial to all the rest. , On 
ours, five tliousand Imlf famished soldiers—a 
stnii'gling anff'dismerabcrccl column, a wavering 
and languid march; arms defective and dirt>, and 
tho greater part of tliem mute, or shukiiig in 
oiirochlcd Lunds. And yet the French leader 
bad no tHonglit of yielding or perishing, but to 
cut Ills i^iiy through the enemy." 

Ncy, undaunted, placed himself at the head 
of a column, and rushed upon tho ho'.tile in- 
trenchincnts. With five thonsand men lie. 
undertook to force a pas.sDge through eighty 
thousaiicl. With six piecc.x of cannon he ventured 
to march upon hatlerics bristling witli two 
hundred pieces. The#uno((ual comhiiP was 
maintained until night enveloped Yhe field. 
Ncy rtien, finding it impossible to break through, 
niid leaving half of his little army dcaii upon 
the field, ordend a retreat back again iiPo the 
iuhn.spitahlo wilds of Ifu-svia, towaftps Smolensk. 

Ills troops heard this .strange command with 
utter aipii/onienfe Thc)',^ liowever, instantly 
olu-yod. Turning their backs ujum their 
comrades who hiPl preceded thorn, upon their 
Kmperor, iipoh France, they retraced their ste[is 
into tlioso fexizen re,gioirs from which they were 
so anxious to escape. For an Irotir or two they 
liastily traversed, iu tho dnrkncs.s, an unknown 
and savage road, until they came to a small 
Ney broke the ica to sec which way the 
current run. • 

“ Tills stream,” said be, “ flows into the 
Dnieper. It shall be our guide.” ('old, Iningry, 
weary, and bleeding, tlio fcehlo bend stniggh d 
along the frozen hanks of the stream until they 
came to the Dnieper, the Borysthenes of*the 
ancients. A lame peasant, the only inhabitant 
whom they encountered, informed them whore 
they might probably pmss on tbo ice. A bend 
in the river had at this point clogged tko float¬ 
ing masses. The cold had cemetrted them. 
Above and below, the stream was still filled 
with moveable fragments. In thfS spot only 
wos a passage possible, and here it was^sfull of 
danger. 

Ney, wrapped in lus cloak, threw himself 
upon tho ‘stioVr, and slept while the trotips 
Ifressed across in single fiio. The ioe was thin, 


and bent and crackled under their feet. ® The 
waggons, hukm with tho sick and woundtvd sol¬ 
diers next attempted to pass, but the frail sur¬ 
face pjroke beneath tiro weight. Many of the 
waggogs sank. A few faint shrieks wcrejicord 
as the imUilated sulTorers were submergcfiin the 
icy waves, thdij cold and silent sepulchre. Tlio 
'Dossackiitriveked fhe retreat of the French, and, 
keeping beyond t^hc rijacli of mnskcl-sliot, fired 
incessant!^ upon their helpless victims with nrtil-' 
Icry. Ncy pressed rigorously on, by day and 
by night, w'^hont‘rest, and, a little after mid- 
Siiglit on tlie 2()tli, tlie wrccks^of tjie Grand 
Army were .sadly united at Orelia. 

During this retreat, pn unnatural mother 
abandoned her child iu tho snow. Alur.-lml Xcy 
took the little sufferer in Ids utps, sootlied it 
with tondenii‘.ts, and earrled it back to its 
parent. Again the wretclied woman, renderc ’ 
heud-like by misery, cast tlio poor child from 
the ovcrhnlen .‘■ledge. Again the marshal, as 
lender-Jieurl cd as he was bravo, rescued tlie 
child. The Indignant Boldier-i threw the mother 
from the sledge to perish in the ice. 'J’hey 
covered tho friendless child with furs and 
hlaukets. They subsequently watched over him 
with great care. This little orphan was after¬ 
wards seen at the Beresina, then at Wihia, and 
again at Kowno. Ifo finally escaped ail tho 
horrors of the retreat. 

, Napoleon could now muster but about tw'clvo 
thonsauil (‘Il'tictivo men. Still, a vast and 
uncounted train of stragglers enciimhorcd the 
army. FtV tho next three day.s the snflering 
band pressed on, defying all the efforts of their 
multitudinous foes to iirrc.st them. When 
Napoleon left Moscow to attack Kntuioff, with 
Ills iisscniblcd army, at Kidougn, (iencral .Witt¬ 
genstein, with a large finny, was throe hundred 
miles in the rear of Napoleon's left wing. Kix 
luunlred miles farther oil' G' neral Tchitcliagoff 
was returning with his army of sixty thomsand 
men, wJiich had just been released from warfare 
with the Turks. Both of these wfdl-appointed 
hosts were nuarching Itj unite their Ibrees upon 
the hanks of the Beresina. Three armies were 
thus crowding upon the Emperor. The passage 
of the Borcsiua had now beccome the great point 
of peril."* 

f>S secret treaty nf pence liail been sijinod at 
I'liclinrc'.t bcrwci'ii tlie t:n.sm:ui.s ami tlie Turks. This 
p'Hi'c triis Uiu wink of KiiKliimt, uiid was st'cured 
lliruiii;li tlic liistnani'iitallty of a false ilncumeiit, which 
tlic cal'iiict of LondoTi caused to be protented to the 
(irund Vtricr. It v^h a forRcil letter fToiii Napoleon, in 
wliuh be proposedR Alexander the disineinbcrnieiii of 
the 1 iirkish empire. Joscpli Fonton, who, fur a long 
time hnil born a stipendiary of England, being con¬ 
sulted by G.sllb liftendi, testified to the authenticity Of 
tlie ilocimient. AVlicn the Sultan lunriicd of the en- 
tiaiicr of Ni^iolcnu Into Uussia, ho refused to ratily the 
ti ‘-aty, and was only indaced to do so by the menacing 
iithdidc of England. This delay of the ratification de¬ 
layed the nu.ssUn army in Moldavia, and did not release 
rt until ijctulior. It eonseiiueiitly was unable to oppose* 
the French army at any time daring the retreat, until 
\t encountered the French at the famous passare of the 
PercHiiia Ilbiolro de Napoleon, par M. de Norrins. 

Thus Rassiii biK'ame hostile to Napoleon because be 
wffuU not confwt to Uie dhtmemberiiient of the Tiukish 
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N$y)olconha41en; aBtron^force, witR abundant 

• maj^azines, at BorisoiT, an important town which 
cuveroi tito passage of the stre^. At this place 
ho was sanguine in his expectation of finding 
refreshment, repose, nnd^ powerful additions to 
his array in men ami in the enginery of #af. 

On the’ovoning or the 23rd, Napolodh received 
intelligence that, thro^b thc> gftiat ncgligence«| 
of one of his generoia, Borisoff had been Captured, | 

• and, with all its stores, in*tho bonds of the 
enemy. He was quito unprepared to hear of 
this terrible disaster. For 4 moiwnt ho was 
sUent; then, raising his hand towards heaven,> 
he eighedlieavily, and said— 

“Is it written there that wo shall commit 
nothing but errors ?” ■* 

“Nevertheless,” says Napier, “ these first words 
of impatience were the only ones which escaped 
him, and the valet-do-chambre who a!)jiistcd him 
the only one who witnessed his agitation, 
Duroc, Darn, and Bcrthicr all said that they 
knew notliing of it—that they saw him unshaken, 
'rhis^as doubtless so as to outward appearai^cc, 
fur he retained sufilciont command over himself 
to avoid betraying his anxiety.” 

Tlio path of the army seemed now entirely 
hedged up. Escape was apparently impossible. 
"Naijolcon was still nearly seven hunctrod miles 
from where he had crossed the Nicmen at Kowno. 
Tho oflicors who wero with him expressed their 
earnest wi.shcs that their sovereign, by abandon¬ 
ing the array, might himself reach Franco, “ wei^e 
it oven through the air," said M. Dam, “ since 
the passage of the earth seems ban-pd. Your 
Majesty could much more certainly servo the 
army in lh;i:Is than here.” 

Napoleon carefully studied the maps, examined 
the situation of BorisuiT, and suggested one or 
two other points of passage. It was, however, 
found that the Russians had strongly defended 
all those places, l^e weakened army, freezing 
and starving, could not furuc the .stream in the 
(aco of such formidable hostile batteries. He 
finally determihed to attempt a passage at Stud- 
zianen, a village a little truths right of BorisofT. 
The river was h*re*about tlirco hundred yards 
wide and sLx foetdeep. It was a desperate ven¬ 
ture. There was no bridge. Tho stream was 
filled with floating ice. The landing on the op¬ 
posite side was in araarsh, surronnded by lie jglits, 
occupied by a r jwerful and well-organized army. 
Napoleon, however, relied firmly ujiou t^o re¬ 
sources of his genius, and upon the courage 
and devotion of his followers. \Tith alacrity he 
made preparations for the fearM enterprise. 

He collected all the remaiiifng eagles of the 
several regiments, and caused them to be burned. 
All the unnecessary carriages were destroyed. 
Eighteen hundred of his dismounted guard were 
formed into two battalions. He assembled around 
his own person all the officers who had been able 
to save their horses. This corps, being formed 


empire; and the Turks became hts foes because Eng¬ 
land had convinced them, by false documents, that 
tfapoieon w.ss co-operating with jUexauder for Jlic con¬ 
quest of Coustauthiople. 


into a company of five hnndred officers, was dc- 
nqfnlnated “ the Sacred Squadron.’’ (irneniD of 
division pcrtSrmed tho functiona of captains aud 
inferior officers with cordial good-will, Rhouldcrod 
the musket, un^ tdox their places in the ranks. 
The spirit of this feeble band, animated by tlie 
indomitable energy of Napoleon, still remained 
unbroken. • % 

Theso arrangdbents being completed, the, 
troops ngain commenced their march through 
tho dark pine forest which there covers the coun¬ 
try. Tkw retreating army presented a motley 
arrtiy,of about forty thousand m^n, women, and 
children. As they approached BorisofV, loud 
shouts were heard, which they supposed arose 
from tlic exultant and defiant Russians. A party 
was sent forth to reconnoitre. They soon re¬ 
turned with the almost blissful nSws that tlic 
corps of Marshals Victor and Oudiuot had re- 
takfii BorisolT, and wore waiting.for Napoleon, 
Tho joy and anguish of this^jieoting of the 
French soldiers ciuniot bo described. Vfctor's 
^•mcn were, ignorant of the disasters which tho 
Grand Army liad*cncouritcrcd siiico its evacua¬ 
tion of Moscow. They were totally imprcparcil 
for such a spectilble of raiser}'. Their dbmradcs 
presented tlicinselve.? clothed in rags, picce.s i>f 
carpet, and untaimed horsn-skins. Thoir feet 
were covered with wretched substitutes for shoes. 
They were emaciated, haggard, frozen, and bleed¬ 
ing. Tiie veterans wept together over tho recital 
of liltliorto unheard-of woes; and all were horror- 
stricken when infonned |)iat tins skeleton band 
of fu'pUv'w was all that remained of tbal triiiuipli- 
ant army wliich had rceonlly been j>roclaimcd 
throughout Europe as the conquerors ol the capi- 
tal of Russia. Witli the addition qf tho tllvisions 
of Viclor and |f*>iidiiiot, Napoleon liad now twenty- 
seven tbou-jafid troops and forty thousand strag¬ 
glers. » , 

Through all these disasters the attachment ot 
the soldiers to Napoleon coi^iniied unbroken. 
“ Thus, amid so many pcrsoiw,’* says .St'gur, 
“who might have rcproaclied him with their 
misfortnnes, lio marclicd on wilhouf the Ica-t 
fear, speaking to ono and all without aH’cctatioii, 
certain of being resi»’ctcd as long as 0»ry could 
comiiiaud respect. Knowing jierfcctly tliat iio 
belonged as luuqli ,to us as we to him, Ids re¬ 
nown being, as it wore, a common national j»ro- 
perfy, wo slismld have sooner turned our arms 
against our»civps, which was the cii*-o witli^rnaiiy, 
than against Jiim, as heing llie minor suicide. 

“Some of tliem fell and died at his foot; and, 
thougli they were in tho mo.st frightful delirium, 
their suffering never gave its wanderings the 
turn of reproach, but of intreaty. And, in fact, 
did he not share the common datiger ? Who of 
them all’^kcd so much as he ? Who had suf¬ 
fered the greatest loss in this disaster ? If any 
imprei ationsswerc ever uttered, it was not in his 
presence; for it seemed that, of all misfortunes, 
f tbatof itwurring bis di«pleasurc was the greatest.” 
The river Bcrcsina flows rapidly along its 
cliannel a few miles beyond BorifeoST.' Tlio re¬ 
treating Rossiaos had destroyed the bridge. 
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Upon the opposite bank of the rivet they had 
planted very formidable batteries. Napoleon re¬ 
mained two days at Borisoff refreshing his troops. 
On the 25tb, a variety of mi^vem^its were made 
to deceive the enemy as to tbd>po$it at which he 
intended to cross the river. Iii the meantime, 
with secrecy, ttrrangonfbnts wdre made for con¬ 
structing a bridge whet^ u dejnse'forest would 
conceal their operatioDB from view. Tlie Hub- 
sians, in vast nnmberB, occupied the adjacent 
heights. The French troops trere secreted ail 
day in the woods, ready to commence tlio co^j- 
struction of the bridge the moment night slsonld 
come. Hardly had the winter's sun pone down 
behind the frozen hills ere they spran;' to their 
work. No lire could l>e allowed. They worked 
through the long and dark night, many of thorn 
often up to tlfSir nocks in water, and struggling 
against imtnonso inusses of ice, which were llouU d 
down by the 8tr.“nm. The tires of the wliwds 
wore wronchedW for cramp-irons, and cottages 
were fom down for timber. 

Napoleon superintended the work In person, 
toiling with tlio rest, lie ntltred not a word 
which coidd indicate any want of oonfidonce in 
this desperate adventure. He was surrounded by 
tlirec armies, constituting a mass of one hundred 
and fifty thousand men. “ In this situiitiou,” 
says the llussian histortiin Boutourlin, “ tho most 
perilous in which he bud ever found himself, the 
grout captaiu was in no way inferior to bimstir. 
Without allowing himself to bo ilismoyod by the 
imminence of his danger, ho dared to infasuro 
"U with tho eye of genius, and htill found re,sources, 
when u gonoral less skilful and less dct>-rmiucil 
wonld not even Lave suspected its pos-sibility.” 

The Fronchr generals deemed the jiassage of 
the river utterly inipnicticaliU'. Ifbp)), Moriicr, 
and Noy dccland that, if escapft were now 
offectod, ,they slimld for "over believe in the 
Kniporor's protoeting star. Even Murat, eotr,- 
stitutioniilly bold .'.iid reckless as ho wa.*, de¬ 
clared it was Impos'iide to save the army. Ho 
urged that ^t was time to relinquish all thoughts 
of re.scmng any but the Emperor, on whose fate 
tho salvation of France depended. The soldiers 
in the ranks expressed similar fears and <lesire.s. 
Some Polish oflioers volunteered to extricMto 
Napoleon by guiding him threueh obscure paths 
in the forest to the ftontiem of Pnissia. Poniti- 
towski, who commanded the PolBh division, 
offered to pledge his life for tho success of the 
enterprise; but Napoleon promptly rejected the 
enggestion as implying p cowardly and fiiis- 
Lonourabto flight. lie would not forsake the 
army In this hour of its greatest peril. 

“Napoloon.” says Sifgur, “ at once rfi,»ete,l 
this project as infamous, ns being a^.wardly 
llight; he w.as indiguant that any one should 
tlan: to think for a inomcut that ho would 
jihiuidon his array so long us it wrf. in danger.' 
He was, however, not at all di<pleji«C{J with 
Murat, either because that prince, in reak'ing tfie 
pri I'ojritiivi, had alVordcd him an opporttinity of 
.showing hi 9’*(irtime?<i. or. what is more probable, 
because ho saw in it uotLlnghut a mark of devo» 


tion, and because, in the eyes of a sovcreigoi the 
first quality is attachment to his person.” , 

AOast the day faintly dawned in thef cast. 
The Iniosian watdi. fire|i began to pole. Napo¬ 
leon, fey the movements of the preceding day, 
had cnectually deceived his foe*. The bewRdered 
Jiussiaii admin 1 consequently commenced with¬ 
drawing l^is iorebs ff'om SipdzioDca just as Napo¬ 
leon commenced concentrating bis army there. 
Tho FreniA generals, Vk> were anxiously, with 
their glosses, peering through tho dusk of tho 
morning to ^♦he opposite heights, "bould hardly 
Relieve their eyes when they saw'the lins.'iiaiN 
rapidly retreating. Tho Kussians had' received 
orders to hasten to a fwint some eighteen miles 
down the river, whore the ddmiral was convinced, 
by the false demonstrations of Napoleon, that 
tho Froiich intended to attempt tlin passage. 

Oudiudt and Happ htqftcned to the Emperor with 
tho joyful tidings. Napoleon cxchumod, *• Then 
I have outwitted the adininil.” A squadron of 
horsemen swam, on their skeleton steeds,through 
^bc icy waves, and took possessbn of the opposite 
bank. The bridge was soon finished, ami two 
light rafte were constructed. The passage of the 
troops was now urged with tho utmost rapidity. 

[ In the course of a few hours tho engineers suc¬ 
ceeded in constructing another bridge for the 
I transportation of the baggage and the cannon. 

I During tho whole of that Ueak winter's clay, 

! nijd of the succeeding night, tho French army, 
j willi Its encumbering multitude of stragglers, 
j w’cro crowding aesross these narrow defiles. In 
tho mcHnt-'ric, the Rns-sinns began to return. 

< I’hcy ]>lantcd their batteries upon the adjacent 
i heights, and swept the bridges witli 'a atonn of 
I cannon-halls. Early in the morning of tho 27th, 
I the foe liad uccumplated in such numbers as to 
I bo prepared to make a siinultaiieous attack upon 
' tho French on both sides of the river. Napoleon 
I had crossed with the svdv,-.nced guard. On 
attaining the right hnnk of tho river, he ex¬ 
claimed, *• My star still rcigtis." 

An awftil conlliet now ensued. The RusBians 
wore impcillod by tha o'jfideuco of success; iho 
French were nerved by the eneSgics of dcj-pair. 
In the midst of thi.s demoniac ceno of horror, 

I mutilation, and blood, a fearful tempest arose, 

' howling through the dark forests, and sweeping 
with umcane fury over the omhatth'ng hosts. 
One of the frail bridges broke beneath the weight 
of artillery, baggage, niid troops with which it 
WHS bunlened. vast attd frenzied crowd were 
struggling at the heads of tho bridges, Cannon- 
j bulls }tlongheiI tlianigh the living, tortured mass, 
j They trampled upon each other. Midtitudea 
were crowded into the stream, oJid, with shrieks 
which pierced (iirough tho thunders of the battle, 
sank beneath the flouting ice. The genius of 
Napoleon W’us never more conspicuous than on 
liti^ occasion. It is the testimony aliko of friend 
pml foe. that no other man could have accom- 
IdishedVhut he accomplished in the awful pas-* 
cage of the Beresina. 

Undismayed by the terrible scene and by the 
, magnitude of his peril, be (»lmly studied his 
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chances, and, With his feeble band, Completely shrieks of the wonuded wd of the despairiitj;, 
t thwarted and overthrew bis multitudinous foes, and the wild hurras of the Cossneks, presented 
It R dA^'ficult to ascertain the precise numbers iu one of the mOst appalling scenes which demoniac 
this ongagoment. According Ao Sfgur, tj^o is war has ever exhibited. The nscord (done one 
parhaps the best authority to whom we can would think c<|ough' to appal the most sclHsh 
refer, jjapoleou had but twenty-seven tlibusand and merciless lover of military glory. At lK'»t 
Bghting men, and' these wore eibausted, half Victor, having protected Hho passage of all the 
famished, and miserably clothed and armed., regular troops, led his saliant cofps across, and 
There were also forty^housand etragt^ers and sot fire to the briars. The number lo^t on this, 
.woundedembarrassing hip^novimentsjmd claim- occasion has never beeir ascortaiund. IVhcn tlic 
iag his care. Sixty thousand Russians, well fed iee melted in tho> spring, twelve thousand <lc:ul 
and perfectly firmed, surrounded him. General bodies «wro dragged from tlie river. 

V£<ttgcnstein, i^ith forty thousand elicctive men,, the 29th of October the Km])oror resumed 
marched upon the portion of the array which his march. Each hour brought* an accumiila- 
had not yet crossed dto stream. Marshal Victor, tion of horfora. For four days the army passc<l 
with hut six thonsandjnen, bailiod all bis efibrts, along the icy road, marking their path by an 
and fur hours held this vast force nt bay. Ad- awful trail of frozen corpses. On the 3rd of 
mho] Tchitchagufi', with twenty thousand men, November they arrived at Molodu'zno. Here 
attacked the columns which had crossed. Ncy, they wore met by convoys sent to them from 
.rah eight thousand troops, plunged into the Wil.la, and fouud proTlsinus and forago in abun- 
dense mass of foes, drove them buforo him, and (hince. The wounded oilicors aVi soldiers, and 
took six thousand prisoners. everything which could embarrass the move- 

Tii|ough all these awful hours the enginSers vmeiits of the army, were sent forward tinder on 
worked in prc.scrvi}ig and repairing tlie bridges, escort to Wilna., .Severn! thousand fresh horses 
with a coolness which no ptrll could di.sturb. were obtained, and the cavalry rexuoanted. The 
The darkness of the night put no end to the j artillery was rej'Hircd; and iho troops, refreshed 
conflict. The Russians trained their guns to and reorganized, were jdacod in marching order, 
bear upon the confused inn'-s of men, liorscs. and But intelligence was also brought to N.-ipoleon 
waggons crowding and overwhelming tlie bridges, tliat pnrtion.s of I’ruasia, taking advantage of his 
In the midst of all the liorror.s of the scene, reverses, were, arming against him; and that 
a little boat, carrying a mother and her two even the Au.strian ari.sto(Tuey, deeming tliis a 
children, was overturned hy the floating ice. A favourable lionr to put down democracy in 
soldier plunged from the bridge into tho river, France, were assuming a hostile attitude. No- 
and, by great cxcrt-lons, saved the youngest of poleon talked a council of all his ofliccrs, related' 
tho two children. Tho poor thing, in tonc.s of to thorn those new impending perils, and in 
despair, kept crying for its mother. The tender- formed them of his consequent detcnninatioii to 
hearted soldier was heard ctideavourlrig to soothe return speedily to Paris, The ^ncrals unani- 
it, saying, Do not cry. I vdll not abandon raously ap]irovjd of this design, lie, howcv, r, 
you. Yon shall want lor noftiing. I will bo roinaiticd with tho army two days longer. Ou 
your father.’’ tho r>t.h, tlie troops arrWed at Syio , 

Women wrro in tho midst of the stream, They were now within the borders of'*ancIeiit 
straggling against me flo.ating ice, with their Poland, 'riiough still within^ tlio doniinioH of 
children iu their arms; and when tho motlicr I.'u.ssia, they hero met with /ejgii|i:illiy and 
was completely* submerged iu tho cold flood, her iHcnds. Tho great difllculliivs of the ntnat 
stiffened amis wero seen |till holding her chill were now snrmonntc-d. Nsipoloon invited all his 
above the waves.* Across this bridge the sol- inarsh.ols to sap with him. At the conclu'-ion of 
diers bore tcnd^ly the orphan child which llio repast, In infoniied them that ho >4iould set 
Marshal Ney bau saved at Smolensk. out that night for Franco. He assured them 

Many persons were crushed and gronnd to that ho would soon ^return at the lu-ad of three 
pieces by tho rush of heavy carriages’. iUrids , Imudred thonsnnd men, tuid rc]'cut the conquest 
of soldiers cleared their way across the biTilgc, | which the frfjt liad rctiir lod. 
through the enormibcring crowd, with their *'‘1 leave," said lie. "tho command o'" t’’.-, 
bayonets and their swords. The wounded and array to the King of Naples. 1 hope tl>at you 
the dead were trampled miscralfly under their will qbey him a!, you would me, and that tho 
fccL Kiglit came, cold, dark, and dreary, and most p»rfect harmony will reijrn among you,” 
did but increase these awful caSllhiitics, Every- IIo then emlmiccd them all and took leave. It 
thing w,as covered with snow. The black mass was ten o'clock at nigiit. Two slftdgi's wero 
of men, horses, and carri-igcs, t^ivversing this drawn uji before the dour. The cdliccrs gathered 
white surface, enabled the Russian artillerymen, Kidly anif^frectioiiately around the Emperor, 
from the heights which they ocenfied, un- Nopolcon tfiok fiis s'‘:it in one of the sledges, 
erringly to direct tlmir fire. The bowling of thj witli Cauluiiiqpurt oy his sidft; Douoc and I.,<)hau 
tempfc.st, the glooinrof midnight, tho incessant followed in the other sledge. Their only escort 
flajd! and roar of artillery, the sweep of c«mon- ♦on^istel! tifa few Po^o'. of tho IViyal Guard, 
balls through the dense ma-ss, and the frightful , For leaving the anoy umler tnese t-irenm- 
explosion of shells, the whistling of bullets, the stances, Nopoleon has been Beve*>l^ censur'd. 
Touferatioos and shouts of the soldiefti, the It has been called a shameful and a cowardly 
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abandonmont A Russian liistorian lias, bow- 
ovor, been more just. Oencrnl Boiitonrlin, ai^- 
de-camp to the Emperor Alexander,Isays— 

“Various jiidpcments have b^on formed re* 
spocting this dqiurture; yet Antbing would be 
more easy than tojnstiiy it. Napoleon was not 
merely the general of ttie anify which be loft; 
and since the fate of all^Frnucf wtus dependent 
upon his pei'son, it is clear that, undi-r existing 
circumstances, his first duty was, less to witness 
the death-thmes of the rcmnfuit of his army, 
than to watch over the safety of thS' gr^jat 
empire which ha ruled. Now be could notspor- 
form tiiat duty better than by going to Paris, 
that by bis presence ho might liastcn the or¬ 
ganization of new armies to replace those whicli 
he had lost.” 

Even Bourrienne, tliongh unable to conceal 
the hostility with which he was animated, yx- 
claims— 

•‘J^is net williout indignation that I have 
tienrd that departure aftrihiited by some to 
cowardice and fear. Napoleon a cow.ard! They 
know nothing of his clinractdr who say so. 
TrniupiH^ ni the iniilst of dungt,”', he was never 
more happy thou on the field uf failtle,” 

In rcforonce to this astonishing retreat, Colonel 
Napier says— 

“ To have struggled with hopo under such 
astounding diflicultics svas scarcely to be cx- 
p"ctod from the greatest minds; but, like the 
Em]ieror, to ciilenhite and combine the most stu- 
•f^icn.lous etl'oit.s witli caltnne.ss and aec^racy; to 
seize .every favonraldc chance with unerring 
rapidity; to .sustain every reverse with undis¬ 
turbed consiagCjj', never nrgetl to la-slmesa by 
despair, yet outerjirising to llie uVno.st verge of 
daring consistent with reason, wns*a di'-,iliiy of 
intolleetuiil greatness so »in,j»as'ing, timt it is not 
without ‘justie-o Nnpi>?''oii bus laam callid, in 
reference to past ages as well as the present, the 
furcniost of niii^ikiiul.” 

“ 1 am enabled to .aflirm,’’ says I’aulaincourt, 
“that nevA before, under any circunistanees, 
did I sec him manifest such heroic magnanimity 
as during tiio fourteen dn\ s and nights which fol¬ 
lowed tho disasters of Mo-eow. ticatod by my 
side in a nnirow sledge, sulbn-ing severely from 
cold, and often from Imnger^ for wo coiil ! not 
stop anywhere, leaving fu’liind him iiie scattered 
wrock.s of his army, Napoleon’s courage jicvcr 
forsook him. Yet'his spirit was not loK'jed by 
any illusory hope, lie bad soinidcd the djjpth 
of'the abyss. His ciiglc eyo had scanned tho 
prospect before him.” 

‘Catdaindourt," said ho, “this is a Borious 
state of things; but rest assured iny courage will 
not flinch. My star is clouded, but,%d is not 
lost. In throe months I shall have on foot a 
million of armed citizen.*!, and tlircc hundred 
tbousaud fine troojw of tho line. I, tip Em¬ 
peror. am oulj a man; but all Ercnchtmn know 
that on that mnu depend the destinies of their 
families amiitkc safety of tlioir homes," 

After » very narrow escape from being cap¬ 


tured bytUe RussianB, Napoleon'passed rabidly 
through Wilna, and on the 10th of Docemlpr 
entered Warsaw. ,Tlic Abbf* de Prodt, wl») was 
tlicn t^c French ambassador at Warsaw, has given 
a very singular accoufit, in his “Einba'-sy at 
Warsaw*in 1812,’’of an interview he had £t that 
time with the £mperor. It is regarded b}' Na¬ 
poleon’s friends as » gross earicaturc, intended to 
represent lim in an odiouf light. 

Napoluoik, at St.*Hel£uji, referring to tho Abb^ . 
de Pradt, said— , 

"But tho abbd, did not fuink at Warsaw 
any of the Ejects which had been intended. 
On the contrary, he did a great* deal of 
mischief. Reports against liim poured in from 
every quarter. Even tho yk.vmg men, the clerks 
attached to the embassy, were surprised at his 
conduct, and went so fur as to Accu.se him of 
maintaining an understanding with the enemy, 
which 1 by no means believed. But he certainly 
hniJ a long talk with me, which he misn'pr(!sunt.s, 
as might have been e.xpectcd; and it was at the 
U'ery moment when he was delivering a l|)rig, 
pMsy speech, which appeareiJ to mo a mere 
string of absurdity and impertinence, that I 
scrawled on tho corner of the cbimney-piecc the 
order to withdraw him from his emhas-sy, and to 
send him, ns soon ns possible, to Franco; a cir- 
cumstanco which wa.s the cause of a good d'ail 
of merriment at the time, and which the abbe 
bccms very dcsirons of concealing.'' 

'il will b' r-ji.nil in a snccccding chapter that 
the abhf- .subsci ■ M.tlv paid a noblii tribut,; to tho 
character of, iliu lMT>|i>ror. as ho indignuntly re¬ 
pelled the iusiiltj .b the Allies hciijMl up''ir 
their fallen toe. .\.'.|i')h on, vim n rcprcscijl-,1 
by all wlio knew him a.s o' llio mo^t 1>.'- 
givingof men, wag much hy tl;Is-\ir 

tual imi'nde. 

Na; Aeon was well aware of the, pcrf'ily 'f Ms 
tendai allies. The C'‘hntyg,of his mo\t;n„.'ri 
alone prevented his being made a prisoin-r .r. I.,. 
passed tlirongli Itavaria. He t^a«, licitevo<'. k- 
served for a more.niehincboiy fatft tlmn the.* . t 
Biidiiird Occur de Liiqj, Eurtb could li.nv ., > 
heavier woes for him than thtf lii,gcririg t(ir t i:M 
of St. Ilelniia. The Kinpero%, tlrove I'onva' I 
without iiitenni.ssioD, by night and by day. . it- 
one o’clock in the morning of the 1 Uh '.f J • ■- 
cemhi^f, bis solitary sledge entered the .sttv t uf 
DresdtJn. But a few months beTorc, Nnpoh nn 
had left that city snrroimdcd by mngnitiei ncc 
sucli ns no earthly monarch has ever eqnalb'd. 
lie iiumcdintcly‘held a long private confi ivnee 
with the King of^ Saxony, the most faithful and 
devoted of all h.j. allies. Again entering liis 
sledsra, and outstripping even his couriers iu 
speed, in four days he reached Paris. 

It was piidnight on the 18th of December. 
The Empress, sick, anxious, and extremely dc- 
jepted, had just retired to rest at the Tuilerics. 
She supposed that the Emperor was still strng- 
'piiup \wih liis foes in the midst of tho wild.>i of 
dlussia. Suddenly the voices of men were heard 
in the antechamber. A cry from one of tha 
maids honour made the Empress aware that 
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aotn%|thinK cstrtkordinary had happondd. In her 
a alarm sne leaped frvxn the bed. At that mo¬ 
ment 4 De aoor was opened, arnica man, cuvcioped 
in furs, rushed iu and chisped’hcr in histurms. 
It was Utc Emperor. ^ 

Tli^ news of t^io Emperor’s arrivnf spread 
rapidly throujru tho metropolis. sNa]^oll‘on had 
issued a bolletiu, frankly condnunicuting the 
-whole extent of tlie. disaster which had been 011 - 
• countered. lie bad mt<d3 no’attemjt whatever 
at concealment. Though t-^he bulletin had been 
despatched flR>m the army l^pfore ^tjie departure 
of the Empefor, it did not arrive in Paris until 
the mordiiig after his return. The iniftortnnt 
document was iiumediutciy pnhlishcd. A caln* 
mity so awful and ullexjieoted iilled Paris with 
amazement and consternutiou. 

At nine o'clock in tho morning the Emperor 
Ijeld a Icvco. It was .numerously attended. 
Olootn and anxiety pervaded every countenance. 
The Emperor npjienrod calm. He imide. no at¬ 
tempt to evade the questions which all wpr,p so 
ansiaiis to ask. ihlly he commuiii-* 

cated the dutaih of tiic retreat. 

“Mo.'>cow,” said he, “hatl fallen into onr 
(lower. Wo liad snnnonnfed every obstacle. 
■J’lio i,’(ii,fl.'tgr.ation, even, liad in no way lessened 
it.c p’-ospennis state of our aflairs. But the 
I’/iiuro! the winter indneed upon tiic ;injjy tlic. 
nui't Irii’Jitful cRiaiiiitie.s. In a few niirlits ail 
was changed. I'ruel lossc" w>’ri' ‘'sperienvt^. 
'I 'i-'v woiii'l ii.ive brol.en iny i of if, luiaor 
'iicli circ'iunita’ cos, I lunl b -cti accesbilile to any 
i.iiii" sentiments hut tlie w. . ire of l.iy people, 
t ih'-iri'ptyc”. i* ii nei-fi .-y. On four ditle- 
■’•"lit i.fiioons, the viij-ture of the peace of 
/' !■■;' , 1 liave ,.i’, inly made offer of it to my 
■ ‘; 1 ’s Hilt 1 Will never conclude a treaty but 

• ’ll- !..c;on'.ihl!, a'ld Miitablc to the grandeur 

!■ . ’ iiUil'c,” ^ 

til.' dep.artui-c of the Emperor from the 
' tlo: cold ill'.reused iu intensity. As they' 

• r'lv'.i iied 'BMliia, the mercury sank to ffO deg. 
•ore., Fahrenheit. The misery which cu- 
I caa never Jae* told.*’ Sixty'thousand men, 
ii-o ‘ps uiid stragglers, had crossed the Bcrcsina. 
■I weii'y Hmusaiid had since joined them. Of 
•• ei/hty thoH.sand, scarce forty thousand 
I ’.idi'i Wilna. This destructioD was ruiiscd 
.liui !‘t eiitirely by the cold. Tho Russioiffl who 
vv T' 11 ) pursuit perished as miserably a.s did tho 
I‘ rr; '. Ii It is a remarkable fact, but w^ll at- 
t' 'tci.i, tliat the soldiers from as more soutliern 
eliinc endured tho cold better than did the native 
Riii^sian. # 

On the 12th of December, the French arrived 
at Kowno, upon the banks of th^Niemen. On 
the 13U) they crossed the bridge, but about 
thirty thousand in number. Tho “ (5ld Guard" 
was now reduced to three hundred men. Tbqy 
still marched proudly, preserving, even unto 
ticath, their martial and indomitable aim The 
heroic Ney, through iniracies of suSering and, 
valour, bad covered the rear through this awful 
tetreat. Tho march trom Yiasma to die Nie- 
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men had occupied thirty-Vven days and nights. 
Ihiring this lime, four rear guards had melted 
away undei’ his coiumaiid. Rcccising four or 
five tliousand mea, tho number would soon bo 
reduced to tvpijtbausaiid, Ihon to otic tlmusaiul, 
tlien to five liundred, and tinally to lil’ty or sixty, 
lie would then obtain w fresh siqiply to In 
strewn in death along*the roua! Em'h more 
perished from fati|nio and the cold than from llm, 
bullets of the enemy. 

In the following way he eondneted the retveut. 
r.!y.‘h afternoon, at about five o’clock, he solcctc 
somcicommanding position, niitLstoppcd the ad¬ 
vance of tho Russians. HU soldiers tlion, (or a 
few hours, 'obtained such food and rest as wtw 
possible under such cireumstaue(‘.s. At ten 
o'clock ho again resumed, imdor cover of the 
night, his retreat. At daylircakf which was 
about seven o’clock, lie again took position, and 
rcstbd until ten o’clock. By thij^ time the enemy 
usually m.ade his appearance, ••(’aiitiously “ 
tiring, Key fought them back all dayvlong, 
making as mneh progress as he could, until live 
o'clock iu the evening, when he again took 
position. • 

In order to r(?lnrd the adv.aucc of tho tSossacks, 
powder and shells wore pl.tevd in tho waggons 
wliich it was found iiccessjiry' to abiindon, and a 
long liglited fuse attnehed. Tho (lo.ssiicks, ob¬ 
serving the smoke, dared not approach until after 
tho oxjdo.sion. Thus, for more than a month, 
hy night and hy day. Key struggled along 
aguin.'y, blinding stonns of .snow :md i'reczing 
gales, wi'h his ranks ploughed hy the shot ano * 
th'i shells of tho enemy. • 

At Kowno, Marslial Ney collcoted sc.ven 
hundred frcsli troops, and, plawt^ig a battery 
of * ivc.nty-foii? pieces of cannon, beat back tlio 
enemy durij’g the whole day, while tlio army 
wiis defiling acro'ia th^ hridg')# As tbqso troops 
melted away before the yfe ol the foe, Tic seized 
a Tnn.skot, and with diflicult} »iil!icd thirty men 
to stand by his side. At Ifu-t, hSvHig seen every 
man safely across tho riv'T, ho sloivly retired, 
jjroudly facing tho foe. ’I'lie Imllets Tiew tliickly 
around him; still, ho disdaineij to tur^ his hack 
upon tho foe, or to quirken his jeiee. Dclibo- 
rnloly walking back'vards, he fired the hist 
bullet at the. advsnciiig RusMatis, and threw 
his gnn into tho stream. He was tho last of 
the “Grand Army” who left the Russian 
territory. 

General Dnmns was seated in tho house of 
a Fifench physiejan, on tlio German side of the 
river, when a man entered, onvelopcd in a largo 
cloak. His licard was long and miitjpd, his ema¬ 
ciated visage w'as blackened with gunfiowder, 
his whisk^.s were singed hjr fire, but his eyes 
beamed with the lustre of an indomitahle miud> 

"At last I am hero,” said Le, as he threw 
himself into ^ chair. " What, General Dumas, 
do yousnot know me ?" 

“ No,"‘was the reply; “ -who ore you ?" 

“ I am tho lear-guard of Uie Qraaifl Army- 
Marshal Ney. 1 have fu-eu the last musket-shot 
• B ^ 
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on the bridge of ICoviio, I bave thrown into the 
Niemon the last of our anns, and J have walked 
hither, as you see me, across the forest’^ 


niAP'rnrv lv. 

LUTZV.V ASn 

ikC|Wirt Of the llitiinUa- o/ tlio 1 ntorior—Tastimony nf 
Oif'inlc!)—X dIjIc rli-vntlnn of Napoleon's ullies-aNpwJ 
eoalltioii—Ciilffi sMon ol MeUenileh - I'eaOi %f IJes- 
Bli>r«s .Rattlii Ilf ICnterlriR Jiresilcii ..Rattle 

ot llttnt/.en--l)i"ntli of iniree- Armisln <•—Itenewal ot 
liiMttltll* s-Cauliiiiieoiuf j inten-iew with the I'M- 
ji(*ror-..Sti itiii/; rem:ii k« 4>f' NainJeon. 


theliber^ laws by which the Empire is gotemed, 
to the suppression of feudal tenures, titles, vort* 
natiins, and the a^onastic orders—measures which 
havl set at liberty nhmerous estates, and rendered 
them Jho free patrimony of familias form-rly in a 
state of pauperism. Sometliing is dii<f'*aIso to 
the more ctjifal distribution of wealth,’consequent 
on the |Itcratfon and qjniplitication of the laws 
relating to freehold {y[opcrty, and to tho prompt 
decision Sf law suits, the number of which is now 
daily decreasing.” • 

Notwithstanding the enormous wars in wbieli 
Napoleon had been engaged, be had gxponde!! in 
works of public improvement tho following 
snm.s:— ^ 

On palaces and buildings, the property of tho 

(luiHT f!s were the miliurv rcsonrccs which I fortific.stions, 

the EmperorV genius had created, the skill an.l i 

yiK4,ur of his civil .rdministrathm were stilFmorc S T f P'* •' 

cxtraor<liu«ryf The Minister of the Intenor at 1V'-n o™ r 
thi#t.mo made the iullowing report to tho Login- embaukmUts, and the drainage of laud. 

^ ■ _ _ _ [ (1(10,000 francs; on pul^ic works iit I’aris, 

" (JcTitletnen,—NotwitUstaflding the immense100,000,000 fr.iiic.s; on public buildings in tin-. 
annii’H which a state of war, ^olh maritime and ' departments, ir>0,000,000franes—making a total 
Continental, has rendered indispensalilyneeossary,; of more than l.(K)0,()O0,O0O francs, wliicli, in the 
the jiopiiliition of France has contiuued to in-1 course ot nine years, he liaJ expended in iuijtrov- 
creaso. Frem-h industry has advanced. The; ing and embellishing France.’" 

BOil was never he-ttej cultivated, nor our mamifiic-1 “ These miracles,” says a French writer," were 

ture.s more nourishing, and at no period of our'all eflcctod by steadiness of piupose—talent, 
history has wealth been more equally dilFused '^.ymed with p<»wer, and finances wi-ely and 
among all classes of society. The. farmer now'economically applied.” 

enjoys benefits to which he was fosmerly a; Count .Mol^*, tho Minister of Finance, after a 
stranger. Ilia food and clothing'arc better very fniAful review of tho flattering condition of 
wd more abupd.ant than heretofore, and Lis dwellthe Empire, concluded his report jvith the fol- 
ing is more substantial and convenient. ; lowing words:— 

** ImprovArftiiits in ugricultiii j|, manufiicturcs,' •• If u nmu of the ago of tho Medici or of Louis 

and the useful arts arc no longer lyjectcd because XIV. were to nwi.sit the earth, and, at tfio siglit 


they arc now. hixperiu^onts liavc been made in 
every ArancJi of labour, and the methods proved 
to ho the most lu.ful have been adopted. 
Artiticial moadliws havo been multiplied, tiie 
system of Allows is abandoned, rotation of crops 
is bettor wndorstood, and improved plans of oulii- 
vation nugment the produce, ol the soil, (^atllo 
are muyiplied, and their difiercnt breeds im 
prove 1. 


of so many marvels. u,->k how many ages of peace 
and glorious reigns had been requirt'd to produce 
them, ho w'ould be auswtired, ‘ Twelve year' of 
war and a single man.’" 

*'The national rc.sourccs of tlie French Em- 
j'iro," says Alison, *' as they were developed in 
these incniorablc K^rti, rfind evinced in thoM'. 
strenuous exertions, are tho more worthy of at- 
Tliis great pro.spority is attribntablo to' tentiou, as this w’as the last Ixpositinn "of them 

_ --—. — -- which was made to the world; this was the 

** JturlnK' the Kiissiaii caiiifiiijin, TMtic<• is ImIich'iI pol'tic.al testament of Napoleon to future ages, 
to have lo't el»>ut three huiiiired awl tiitv lUons-Aiirt ' disasters which immediately after crowded 

sohlicrs; a hmulrfil tlmusuml wer.- kilAI in the artvan-i- , , . • c: _ T.'mnir4» omt fhn Pvtrnnrdinarw 

ami iftmit, ii humlrctl and fifty thousand died irmo siiiKiug empire, anu tlio cxCraoramary 

lumKi’r. fiitipiie, and Oic severity oi the (linmte. and , ditlKulties With which he had to contend, pre- 
ttliout a Imndred Ihoiis'ind renmim'd ptisoncrs In the ■ vented any tiling of tlio kind being subsequently 
lianils of the Hu.ssians. hi'bLj^nollt"! “‘“’“'Pted; and when order and regularity again 

emerged from lij|>e. chaos, under the restored Bour¬ 
bon dynasty, France, bereft of all its revolutionary 


ever returned to Fratu'O. '■'he account has been SMoIleii 
hy im'luiUiig tho Jews, sottlers, women, and ehiLdrun 
who followtd the army, mid bv those w ho joined In it-i 
retreat from Jfoscnw, amouiuinR to about lifty thiinmnd 
persons. Upwards of sixty tliniisoml horses were de- 
atroj-ud, a thonsand CAiinun, and uesr^wenty tbou- 
■siid waft^ons and csTrinitex 

• Alexander's losses hovo never Iwcn well ascertainod; 


conquests, and reduced to the dimensions of 1781t, 

■® “ Villen it is recollected that on expenditure so 
vast nn objects m> truly imperial, amounting to nearly 
tint, tm hidiiifr the population of the%l*andinH'd cities, 000 a.year, took place daring a ftenod of extrn- 

wlu> porishuil fiwwaiituf fond and shelter, they must , ordinary worhke exertion, and almost unbroken m.an- 
huvo far exceeded those of the lnv«ders.|,xn comna- riKiOfind territorial hostility, it must be confessed Ui.st 
moratii'ii ol Ins ueliverance. the Czar caiiSed a medal, It demonsttotes an elevation of mind and grandeur ot 
to he «!rti,-k, Tcniarkable for the simtdicity and hteiHl' conception on the part of Kapoloon, which, as much as 
truth ot (Wo iMscrlptioii,' iVvt to h*. not to rae, tut to Thy : his wundertid mlUtury aehlevcment.s, mark him as one 
fi/sMif'. January, .M. Laurent de fArdecbe,; of thC most marvellous of mankind."—Alison's History. 

ml. Ii., p. Hid. j of Europcavul. iv., p. 31. 
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posseSsed little more than two-thirde of the terri- traordbary saoriRces are reqnired, atid oor 
torj, wid not a fonrtli of the inRuence which it ellbrts shall J)e niilionnded. You require arms, 
had enjoyed under the EmperoP. To the picture lurmies, gold, fidelity, constancy. All we jioasesa, 
eahibited of the Empire this period, thereforo, sire, we lay at you^M^esty’s feet. _ This is not 
the eylp of future ages will bo constantlystnmod, the suggestion *of authority ; it is conviction, 
ns presenting both l^e highest poi[^t of elevation ^atituae, the univorsal cry produced by the pas- 
which the fortunes of France had ever attained, sion for our political existence." ^ 
and the greatest assemblage of naritnal and Austria and Ptusiio, who hod with no little 
military strength which Ihe Ainals ^f modem reluctance allied tbcmselvos with the armies ol* 
'times have exmbited.” * republican France now began to manifest de* 

Napoleon i|| person supdHntended the entire cided hq|tility. The commander of the Prussian 
at^inistration^of both militai^ anc^tvil affairs^ fortes announced his secessioti iirom the I'russian 
Every ministerial project was submitted to his alliarfte, and soon agab Prussia ^bed the coidi- 
exambation. The tinnnciol accounts were all tion of Rusmh and England against Napoleon. It 
audited by himself. The governmental cones- is said by Savary-— 

pondence passed undoMiis eye, and was corrected “ The King had long rosisted the btreatics 
by his pen. The apparently exhaustloss mental with which he was assailed In Pruaj^i to join the 
and physicid energies of the Emperor amaxed all Russiaos. The natural sincerity of his chametor 
vrfjo were thrown into contact with him. Though kepbhim firm to our alliance, in spite of the fetal 
Paris had been plunged into consterOation by the residts which it could not foil to^|(fl.w npon him. 
terrible disaster in Russia, the calm demeanour lie was driven to the detnmbation he ndi^pted 
and uitrcpid eountcnnuco of the Emjieror, wWeb |hy men of restless spirit, who told hbi 
Lccunijpanied his feiiiik admission of the whole plainly, but respect fully, that they were ready to 
magnitude of theculomity, sooti revived public act either with him or without hin^ ‘Well, 
contidcncp. The Jourtutl of Paris, the next gentlemen, replied the King, ‘ you forog me to 
morning, eontained the following comments upon this course; but remember, we must either COQ- 
ihc eckbrated U'.lth hullethi:— queror be nnniliilatcd.' ” 

Those details cannot but add to the glory with The Austrian commander, Prince .‘Schwartecn- 
which the army has covered itself, and to tho ad- berg, also imitated the example of the Prussians, 
miration which the heroic firmness and geniu-s of lie not only ndused to render any service to tho 
the Emperor bspire. After having vanqiii^e^d Frencli in fiicir awful retreat, but overawed the 
tho Russians in twenty biittles, and driven tifem J'olcs to prevent their rising to assist Napoleon, 
from their ancient capital, our bravo troops have and then, entering into nu armistico with the* 
had to sustain the rigours of the seasAi and the Russians, quietly retired to the territories of his 
severities o( an inhospitable climato during a sovereign. M nrat, dejected by these tidbgs* and 
march of more than fifty days through an alarmed by tho intelligence which he had ro- 
cnemy's country, deprived of artillery, transports, ceived from Naplos, abruptly ahaiidBned tho army 
and cavalry; yet the genius of •the sovereign has and returned.to Italy. NaiKileon was Incensed 
animated all, and proved a resource under tho nt this desertion, lie '^ote to his sister Oarolino, 
greatest diificiiltics. Tho enemy, who bad the Murat’s wife, “Your hn.sh^dii^cxtruii>c]ybravi 
•elements for his nuxSiaries, was beaten wherever on tho field of battle, bJT out of sight of the 
he appeared. With such soldiers and such a enemy he is weaker than a wdlh^u^ lie has no 
gcaeial, tho eventual success of the war cannot moral conrage." 

be uncertain. Napoleon will give Ms name to Murat, belore leaving tho army, litd assem- 
the nbetcouth centuay.’’ * bled a council of war, and hud jmblioJy vented 

The words of mpolcon were eagerly gathered, his spleen against the Km[)erur for calling him 
and rirculatedtbftugh the Empire. Iiuiumerablo ftom sunny Naples to take part in so (lisustrous 
addresses, containing assurances of loyalty and a campaign. 

affection, were presented to him by the printf pal “ It is iropossibldj" said he, " to continue to 
bodies of Paris, and from all the principal cides serve a madtnpn who is no longer able to afford 
of France. The cideaof Rome, Milan, Florence, security to Im adherents. Not a single prince 
Turin, Hamburg, Amsterdam, Mayenee, mani- in Europe will hereafter listen to his word or 
fested the noblest spirit of dovotiotk They rallied respect his treaties. Had I accepted the propo* 
around their noble leader in this his hour of ex~ sals ^ England, I might have been a powerful 
tremity with a zeal which does,^onour to human sovereign, like tlio Emperor of Austria or King 
nature. We mve the address from Blilon as a of Prussia." • 

specimen of adl the rest Davoust indignantly repUedt “The sovereigns 

“ Our kingdom, si^ is your handiwork. It you haveg^arood are mongrehs tAe grwt (f 
owes to you its laws, its monuments, its roads, |ts Ood. Thefr power has been ctmscdidat^ hy 
prosperity, its agriculture, the honour of its arts, time, by long^iocustomed revenuce, and 
and the inteniiU peace which it eqjoys. T^ tary descent; hot you are King nterely by the 
people of Italy declare, in the face of universe, ^ace od^Napoleon and the blood of BVsneh 
that there is no sacrifice which they Are not pre* soldiers. You can remain a King only by the 
pared to make to enable your Majesty to com< power of Napoleon and by an MUjpiBe with 
pletotbe neat work intrnked to yon France. You are inflated with black ingratitude, 

vidence. In extraordinary circunstsnees, ex- 1 will not fail to denounce yon to the j^peror." 

* m 
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boon attended with the havineft eji^ftyfalleifrom 
want of any noilitaiy or naval iorce capal:;]e of 
carrying it into txecntion.” • 

The Tories of England w»e exultant. After 
so lon^ a series of <nsastroDs wars, tbw were 
now sanguine of success. , Their effow were 
redoubled. Thousands of pamphlets ♦ere dreu- 
lated iuj^l tlid maritime provinces of France by 
the agents of the Englm* government, defaming 
Che chardt’tcr ofTiapokon, accusing him of am-* 
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To Murat, Napoleon wrote: “ I do not suspect 
^OVL to bo one of those who think Jthat the Uon 
IS dead, but if you liave counted on this you will 
soon discover your error. * Sinpe my departure 
from Wilna you have done'tno. all the evil yon 
could. Your title pf King Las turned your 
head." 

Kugbne was appointed to tjto cCief command. 

“TheViceroy,” wrote Napoleon, “ is accustomed 
to the direction of military movtjmenls on a large 
scale, and, besides, erpw/s tliejull corijidence of the j bition.s, de.spotic, un^ bloodthirsty appetites, and 
Empervr.” This oblique reproach ad&ed teethe ! striving tr{,rouse, the populace % insurrection, 
disaffection of»Murat. ♦ f Napoleon was basely accused of fceing the origi- 

Froderick AVjlliam of Prussia, encouraged by ! nator of these long and dreadful wars, of oppos- 
the utter wreck of the Frencli armies, on tlie 1 .st ing all measures for peace, of delighting in con- 
of March, concluded an alliance, offensive and ; tlugration and carnage, of deluging Europe with 
defensive, with the Russian autocrat, and do-1 blood to gratify his insiitiablu ambition and his 
dared war against Fniucc. Wlicn the hostile , love of military glory. Most recklessly the Eng- 
doularation was uotiiicd at .St. Cloud, Napoleon i lish nation was plunged into hopeless debt, that 
merely ohstjrvtisl— ^ I gold might be distributed with a lavish hand to 

‘‘It is hiutbi to liavo a declared enemy than a \ all who would aid to crush the groat leader of 
donhlfnlall>lieafterwardssaid,“Mygreat('.st [governmental refonn. 

fault, perhaps, was not having dethroned Ihfj tin the Jlth of Noveinher, ]8l;i Met*"nii('h 
King of Prussia wliun I could have done it so \ said to the Frenclr anihus.sinlor, in reference to 
easily. 'After Friedland, I should have separaterl; the bribe wliich the English government had 
Silosia^rom IVussia, smd abandoned this province' offered Austria to induce her to turn against 
to Saxony. Tift? If ing of Prussia and tin? I’rus-} Napoleon, ** Itesides the one linndrcd and soventy- 
siaiiB were too much Immiliated not to seek to | five iniilion.s of francs which England gives to 
avenge thc>in.<<elve.s on the first occasion. If J : Russia, .she offers us two liiindreii and tiity mil- 
hud acted thus, if I liad given them a free crrii- i litinsif wo change our system. We have rejected 


stilution, uiid delivered the pcasnut.s from feudal 
slavery, the nation would liavc heej» content.” 

Najioli'.on had wished, by a generouj treaty, 
to conciliate his foes. lie wa< reit-ly to make 
very great concessions for the sake of poiieo; hut 
the handed dcsjints of Euntpe won- entirely re¬ 
gardless of ihn luagnauimity. ” ’J'lie sr.stein,” 
Buid Napoleon truly “ of the'enemies of the 
French Ko'-olution u'nr to the ilfuih," 

linmodiutcly* after tlih dv'.fcelion of J’rusMu, 
the Ailict< .'.igiied a i'“‘'vention at Jtresl.'iii. Avhicli 
stipulated that itll the riennan princes should be 
Bummoued t*) ftnite Jigfunst Napoleon. Whoever 
refused ^as to forfeit his estates. I'lii'.s tlio 
Allies trampled upon the indepeudence of kings, 
find endeavoured with violence to hri’iik tJie 
most hatred treaties. The vonerahlo King of 
Saxony, refusing thus to prove treacherous to 
Lis faithful friend, and rainaced by the loss of 
his throne, was compelled to’flee from his cnjiitul. 

The Allies overnui liisdomiuionp. and marched 
triiunpliantly into Dresden. They were cordially 
welcomed by those who dreaded the liberal ideas 
which were ciminating from France. 'J'h# Eng¬ 
lish government also made hn attempt to com¬ 
pel the Court of tiopcnhiigen to Join the grand 
uUiaucu. ‘‘A squadron appeared before the city, 
and demanded u categorical answer within forty- 
eight hours, under tho pain of b^banlmeut. 
Tlic blood of the last atrocious cannonade was 
hardly as yet washed from the ptwements of the 
city. It was another of those attacks of piratical 
atrocity with which the English govcmmeui sb 
often dishonoured itself during these tremendoiu 
strugglAt !- This mea-sure,” says Alison, “ wlikb, 
if supported by an adequate force, might have 


the offer with contempt, although our iinanccs 
f-V*' in the most ruinous state.” 

“ Meanwhile," suys Napier, “ the allied sove¬ 
reigns, by giving hopes to their suh|ects that 
constitutional liberty should be tho reward of 
their proaigjoiis popular exertion.^ ugfunsr France 
—hopes which, witli the most dete.stuhic irnsc- 
ncs«, they had orcvionsly resolved to derraud— 
asseiiihled greater forces than they were able to 
wield, and prepared to janss tlic llhiiie." 

As the Allies entered fv>\ony, they scattered 
intiumcriiblc ]iroclam:itions amongiit the jicople, 
calling upon them to rise aeainst Nnpoleun. 

" (xermans,” sjiid General Wiftgcristeiii, “ we 
open to J on the Fru.“i;ian ranks. You will there 
iind the son of the luboufcrqilaccd beside tbe 
.M'u of the prince. All distinieion of rtiuk is ef¬ 
faced in these great ideas—the king, liberty, 
ho->onr, cpnntry. Among m there is no dw- 
tin^ion but talent, and the ardour with which 
we llj to combat f«r the common causte." 

With such false words did the leaders of dcs- 
poti? armies endeavour to delude the ignorant 
multitude iut^ the belief that they were tho ad¬ 
vocates of equality. Treacherously they raised 
the buiuier of iK4nocracy, and rallied around it 
the enthusiasm of .simple peasants^ that they 
might betrai> that cause, and trample it down 
hopelessly in blood. Many were deceived by 
these promises. Seeing such awful disasters 
ladarkeiiing upon the French Emperor, they 
thought he was forsaken by God as well os man, 
and (£iey ytbaudoned their only true friend. ' 

Napoleon gazed calmly upon the storm which 
was Kuthcring around him. He knew that it 
would he in vain, when hia enemies were so ' 
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exnlCaM. to make proposals for peace. VothiDg 
femi^oed for him but to redoablo his edbrts to 
defeat tlKir maebinatioDS. The §eoplo of France 
enthusiastically responded to his call. Parents 
cheerfulir gave np their chfidron for the d^isivo 
ur. mory town vid village rang wit* the 
notea^flf {Reparation. As by nia^c, * another' 
army was formed. By^ the midUle oj April | 
nearly three hundred ttious^d t|en were on the I 
narch towards Germany, to roll back the j 
threatened tide of invasion. •The veteran troops 
of France ha(9 perished amid th^ snows of 
KulSia. A lergb army was strnggnng in the | 
Spanish Peninsula against the combined forces, 
of England, Portugal, and Spain. Tho greater 
portion of those now sAsemblcd were youthful 
recruits, “ mere boys," says Sir Walter Scott. 

On the liithof April, at four o'clock in the 
morning, Napoleon left St. ploud for tho hoad- 
qu*irtors of the army. Canlaiucourt, who ac¬ 
companied him, says:— 

“ Whou the carriage started, the Empery, 
who hrdi his eyes li-^ed on the castle, threw him¬ 
self bauk, placed h* hand on his forehead, and 
remained tor some time in that meditative atti¬ 
tude. At length, rousing himself from his j 
gloomy reverie, lie began to trace in glowing j 
colours his plans and projects, the hopes ho 1 
cherished of the hiithliJ co-operation of Austria,' 
&c. Then he resumed his natural simplicity en j 
manner, and spoke to mo with emotion of tho; 
regret be felt in leaving his bunne Louise and i.L>! 
lovely child. . 1 

‘“I envy,' said ho, ‘tho lot of tbe^meam’st j 
pesisant in iny Empire. At my .ago he has dis- ^ 
charged his fiobts to liis country, and he may j 
remain at homo, enjoying the society of his wife 
and children; while I, 1 must Uy to the camp 
and engage in the strife of war. Such is the 
mandate of my inexplicajde destiny.’ 

“ He again sunk iitfo his reverie. To divert 
him from it, 1 turned tho conversation on tho 
scene of the preceding evening, when, at the 
Klysi?e, the EmVess, in the presence of tho 
princes, grand dignitaries, aand ministers, had ! 
taken the solemn dkth in the character of| 
Regent. • 

" ‘ My good Louise,' said the Emperor, ‘ Is 

S entic and submissive. I can depend on her. 

[er love and fidelity will never fall me. In fee 
current of events there may arise circumstances 
which decide the fate of an empire. In that 
case. L hope the daughter of the Cmsars will be 
inspired by the spirit of her grandfhother, M&ria 
Theresa.’" 

Napoleon bad ordered his trWops to concen¬ 
trate at Erfurth, and, on the 25th of April, he 
reached the encampment of his youthful and 
inexperienced army. The Allies, tiutiied with 
success, overwh<tA„,:ng inaambers, and animated 
by the prospect of a general rising of the, 
Royalist party all over Emope, were every¬ 
where gaining ground. A series of ^decisive 
conflicts ensued, in wliich the genius of Napo. 
leon almost unceasingly triumphed over w 
' multitudinous enemies. * 


In one of these actions, feessit'res, who com¬ 
manded the caval^of tho Imperial fJuard, was 
struck by a Ball in the breast, and foil dead 
from his horse. ^ ^ 

Marshal Bessihresllad been commander of the 
Guard ever since tho campaign in Italy, in 17ih». 
Like all those who were'honour^ with tho 
friendship of Napol^^n, he^as a man of exalted 
worth. He was humane and tender-hearted in 
the extreme, and yet no peril in the liour of 
battle could daunt trim. Firmly believing in tho 
righteousAiSS of those principles of popular 
cqualitf for which ho was contending under 
his adored Emperor, and by vmich ho hf^ 
risen from ob'seure parentage to power and re¬ 
nown, ho nerved himself to endure tho eamago 
over which bis sympathies wept. He was luy- 
vcrsiilly beloved. Even those againifl whom ho 
was coutending have united in pronouncing his 
eulog^. The character of Nano^on is illus¬ 
trated by the lolly character of Mb friends ho 
chorislicd. • 

* The loss of this faithful friend deeply ufibeted 
Najioluou. Ho wrote to the Empress 

"Bessicros is j«$tly entitled to tho nyuo of 
brave and good. He was distinguished alike for 
his skill, courage, and prudence; for his great 
experience in directing cavalry movements, for 
his capacity in (dvll affairs, and Lis attachment 
to the Emperor. His death on the field of 
honour is worthy of envy. It was so sudden 
08 tc> have been free, from pain. His reputation 
was witbout a blemish—the finest heritage be « 
could have i*equcatUud his children. There are 
Cow whoso loss could have been so sensibly felt. 
Tho whole French army partakes tho grief of 
his Majasty on t{fis melancholy ucAitioa." 

Amid these•overwhclmii’g cares and perils, 
Napoleon forgot not tboRvidow o^liis (Wend. He 
wrote to her tho foUowing^aching letter 

'* My Cousin,—Your bnsband*hti3 died on the 
field of honour. The loss which and yonr 
children have sustained is doubtless great, but 
mine is still greater. Tho Duke of Lstria has 
died tho noblest death, and without Differing. 
He has loll a spotless reputation, the best in¬ 
heritance ho could transmit to his children. My 
protection is aconred ft) them, 'fhey will inherit 
all the afiectiO|j which 1 boro to their fatber." 

At last the hostile forces met in groat strength- 
on the plains of Lntzen. It was the 2nd of May. 
Napolfom, not expecting ,gn attack, was ou toe 
march, hi.s army exTcnding thirty miles in length. 
Suddenly the allied army apjicorcd in sdl its 
strength, emerging from behind aoaft heights 
whore it had bocn concealed. In four deep, 
black colaSftis, eighty thousand strong, with 
powerful artillery in front, and twenty-five thou¬ 
sand of tho tirast cavalry in Reserve, these vete¬ 
rans, with deafening cheers, rushed resistlessly 
if^on thefsading columns of thwoung conscripts 
of France. Two villages were immediately en¬ 
veloped in flames. A heavy conosDt‘i6 fire of 
artillery ploughed their ranks. Courier after 
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coarier vu deopatcAed to Napoleon, pressing for 
remforcementa, or all was lost. Tbe Emjwror 
soon arrived at fho theatre of aetion. He had 
bnt fonr thonsand horse. Calmly, ior a moment, 
he contemplated the overdrVehUing numbers thus 
snddenly oorstiog upon his little band, and then 
aaid, witbopt any iiAication of alarm— 

“ We have no' cavalry. No matter, it will be 
a battle as in Egypt. Thif French infantry is 
equal to anythii^. I commit myself, without 
fear, to the valour of our yohng conscripts.” 

Napoleon himsolf galloped across^^ho plam, 
directing liis steps to tlie spot whore 11^ densq 
smolm and 6 id incessant roar of artillery indi¬ 
cated the hottest of the strife. The scene of 
carnage, confusion, and dismay which here pre- 
seutea itself was sajlicicnt to appal the stoutest 
heart. If'.e young conscripts, astounded and 
overwbdmod by the awful fire from the Rus¬ 
sian batteries, wliiolt mowed donm their canlcs. 


Sixteen *battalioDS in dose coKunn, preened by 
sixty pieces of incomparable artillery, pierced 
the wavering mass of the Allies. One ^cSssant 
flash of fire ol&ed from the advancing colnma 
The onset was resistless. Enveloped^ clouds 
of di&t and smoke, tbe detonniued o^d was 
soon lost to dhe sight of tlic Emperos. the 
flash of thein guns through the gloon^ and the 
recedii^ roar of their ^tillory, proclmmed that 
they w^ driving tb^enemy before them. Tl^e 
viotoiy was complete. But Napoleon, destitute 
of cavalry, gave Strict orders #hat no pursuit 
should b^attem'pted. He sleftf upon the bard- 
won field of battle. The Allies retreated to 
I.eipsic, and thence to Dresden, amazed at the 
nnexpeoted energy wh^h Napoleon Imd de¬ 
veloped. They had supposed that the disasters 
in Russia had so weakened his strength that ho 
could present but feeble resistance. 

The Emperor imbaediately transmitted n#W3 


were flying *r terror over Uio plain. A few of' of this viedory to Paris, and ts every court in 
thu, more experienced columns alone held to. | alliance with France. The tidings filled the 
gether, and, tom and blooding, slowly rotiral; liCarts of his friends with joy. 
before tbe advancing massey of the allied in- j In my young .soldiers,* said Napoleon, “ I 
fantry. • Immense squadrons of cavalry were , have found idl the valour of my old companions 
poste(6 upon a neighbouring eminence, just! in arms. Oaring the tveenty years that I have 


ready, in a resistless torrent of destniction, to 
sweep the field and sabre the helpless fugitives. 

The moment the Emperor appeared with the 
imperial staff, the young soldiers, reanimated 
by hb presence, rushed towards liim. A few 
words fi^m bis lips revived their courage. In- 
atontly the broken masbes formed into littlo 
knots and squares, and the rout Vfus‘arrested. 
Neyer the Emperor receive a mure touching 
proof of the coufiaeuoe and the devotion uf bb 
troops. The grounded, as they were home by, 
turned theii^ eyes oifectinnately'to tbe Emperor, 
and shouted, often witii dying lips, ‘‘Vive 
I’Eiupereur!" Whenever his form appeared, 
flitting tbrougu tint.confusion and the smoke 
af the battle, a gleiau of joy was kindled upon 
the eheck^oC bhose struggling in death's last | 
agonies. The devotion of the soldiers, wid the 
heroism tf the generab and officers, never sur¬ 
passed what was witnessed on tlib occasion. 
Napolcoa rode through a storm of biiUots and 
oaniion-balls as if he bore a charmed life, lie 
seemed desirous of exporing himself to every 
peril which hb faithful soldiers wore called to 
oucountor. He felt that the yoni>^ soldiers, who 
now for the first time witnessed the horrors of a 
field of battle, needed this uamplc to stitnnlate 
their coorage. « 

For eight hours tbe battle raged. It waa san¬ 
guinary in the extreme. The ground was 
covered with the mutilated bodies of the dying 
and the dead. General Gerald, though already 
hit by several bullets, and coverednrith blood, 
still Itoaded bis troops, exdaiming-^ 

“ Frenchmen! the hour is cpme in which 
every one who loves hb country must conquer 
or die.” ^ < 

The decisive moment at length arrived. Na^ 
poieon H^roj\gllt forward the Imperial Guard, 
whose energies he had carefully piwerved. 


commanded the French troops, I have never wit¬ 
nessed more bravery and devotion. If all tbe 
allied sovereigns, and the ministers who direct 
their cabinets, had beon present on the field of 
battle, they would have renounced the vain hope 
Lof causing the star of France to decline.’* 

Tie wrote to the Empress, whom he had ap¬ 
pointed Regent, requesting her to forward, in 
her name, the following circular to each of the 
bishops of the Empire:— • 

“ lu the name of the Emperor, the Empress 
Queen and Regent, to tbe Bishop of ——The 
victory gained at Lutzon by his Majesty the 
Emperor and King, our beloved spouse and sove¬ 
reign, can only be considefid os a special act of 
divine protection. We desire that, at the receipt 
of thb letter, you will cause a ^Te /hum to bo 
j sung, and address thanksgivings to the God of 
' armies \ and that yf i will offer such prayers as 
you may judge suitable, t^ draw down tbo 
divine protection upon ourcarmies, and par¬ 
ticularly for the saored person of hb Majesty, 
thtEmperor and King. May God preserve liim 
froiL every danger, lib preservation b as neces¬ 
sary to the happiness of the Empire as to tbe 
religion which ho has re-cstablbhed, and which 
he is called tq. sustain.” 

A similar oircular was sent to ^ the bishops 
in Italy. « 

At daybreak on the fofiovring morning Napo¬ 
leon rode e^ the field of battle. With emo¬ 
tions of the jprofbundest melancholy, be gazed 
upon the bodies of rix thousand of hb young 
conscripts strewing the plmn. Their youthfiu 
visages and slender figures procl^od how little 
theyi4were adapted to the stem horrors of* tbe 
field of battle. Twdve thousand of the wounded* 
many of ^cm from the first families in France 
and Germany, bad been convt^ed, in every form 
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ot xniftilatioa, from, the bloody fiold* to Uio 
Lospitals. 

As Nlipoleon was thongfatfbll| and sadly tra* 
Torsing too gory plains, bo came to the dead 
body ofl young Pmssian, ^ho, in death, nomed 
to presr someraing ^Irady ac^st bis Dosom. 
Hie Empefor approached, and fonnd that it was 
the Prussian flag wbich-tbe soldier, bodying, 
bad grasped so tenadonu^ Fy- a moment be 
stopped, and gazed in siloGw upon tbeaoucbing 
spectacle. Then, with a maistened eye» and a 
voice treraulou#with emotion, be sai^ 

* Bravo lad I •brave lad! you were worthy to 
have been bom a Frencbman. Gentlomen,’* said 
bo, turning to his officers, bis voice still trem' 
faling, “ you see that a*soIffier has for Im flag a 
sentiment approaching to idolatry. It is the 
object of his worship, as a present received from 
tl\^i bands of his mistress. , I wish some of yon 
immediately to render funeral honours to this 
young man. I regret that I do not know his 
name, that I might write to his family. Do not 
scparuft) him fromJiis flag. These (olds of Ak 
will be for him an honourable shroud.” _ 

Napoleon could thus honour fidelity and 
courage, even in an enemy. 

TJic battle of Lntzen is invariably regarded 
as one of the most brilliant proofs of Napoleon's 
genius, and of the fervid aflection with which he 
was cherished by every soldier in the army. 
The Allies bad chaaon their own {mint of attacL 
('onceolcd behind a barrier of hills, they b»v] 
drawn the French almost into an ambuscade. 
Sur{)rised in a scattered line of march,extending 
over a distance of thirty miles, Napoleon was 
assailed by ftio concentrated masses of the enemy 
on his right and centre. Still, the Emperor, 
with his young reernits, arrested the advance of 
the enemy, sustained the conflict for ei^ht hours, 
brought up his reinibreements, and gained the 
victory. It was NajCilcon's personal ascendency 
over his troops which secured this result. 

llis iustinctiye acquaintance with the human 
heart was almost supernatural. On this occa¬ 
sion he made extraordinarp efforts to encourage 
and anbnate his Hilkrm, os he ever called his 
soldiers. A coldiel of battalion had, for some 
fault, been degraded from his rank. He was a 
very brave man, and mneh beloved by ^ose 
whom be had commanded. In the midst of the 
battle, when that battalion was needed to per¬ 
form a feat ot desperate daring, Napoleon ap¬ 
peared at its head with the belor^ oommander. 
Addressmg to lum, in the present of hia troops, 
a few woiw forgiveness and oommendation, 
he restored him to the comiffiuid. A shont of 
joy bnrst from the lips of the htg^ilion. The 
cry spread from rank to nmlLifea roee above 
the awfnl roar of ihe battie. ^e tro<^, thns 
animated, headed a otflumn, add, brea^g the 
storm of war, accomplished the fitot for «lm;h |t 
was thus prepared. 

It is not easy to ascertain the precise aSubers 
engaged in this confliot ** Altitongh,'' Mjre All- 
son, *'tb6 snoeriority of nofribi^ upon the 
wh^ wae deatdedly oa the dde of the ftoaeb, 


yet this was far from being the cose with the 
fbnM actually en^ged, until a late period in 
the aay." • 

“It was, indeed,’*says Bussey, "an aebtove- 
ment wor^j of*gritmation, that an army of 
nearly a hundred and tiurty thousand men, with 
upwards of twenty thousaiN cavalry had been 
defbatod by not more thanieigbty tbdusand men, 
including only four^ousand cavabry.” 

The Allies, having lost twenty thousand in 
killed and wounded, conducted their retreat in 
maq)i coilfluion. Ten thousand chariots, more 
fdhan helF of them loaded with tb^ounded, 
enmbered the road. The Frenchtollowed close 
npon their fear, continually harassing them. 
On tlie 7th of May the discomfited army passed 
through Dresden without venturing to halt. 
They crossed the Elbe, blew up tmt bridges, 
and the few Cossacks who were left belund 
swatif their horses across tlie at^am. 

It was one of the most lovely IT May morn¬ 
ings when the FrencJi army approached this 
Dcautiful city. Even the meanest soldier gazed 
with delight npotf the amphitheatre, encircled 
by hills, which^were crowned witn •gardens, 
orchards, and villiu. The placid waters*oF the 
Elbe, fringed with the foBage and with the 
flowers of spring, meandered through the lovely 
landscape. The rising snn was brilliantly re¬ 
flected ^m the steeples, domes, and palaces of 
the city. From the distant eminenoei glittered 
the bayonets of the retreating foe. Batteries 
, frowned on the heights, and the cannonade of 
I the pursueil and the pursued mingled with th^ 
' clangour of bells which welcomed the approash of 
Napoleon to the cafntal df his noble and faithful 
ally, the King of Saxony. • « 

This monarcA was a man of gri^ moral ex¬ 
cellence. Nafloloon often quoted with admira¬ 
tion, as Ulustrative of Bis charMter, one of his 
remarks, that “ Probity truth are tSe best 
artiiices in politics.’' ^ • 

Tho aristocratic party hut a fcw flays before 
had hailed witli enthmiusm the entr^ce sf thn 
Czar and the King of Prussia. Now the moss 
of the inhabitants sinseroly rejoiced nt the resto¬ 
ration of their monarch. As NapStcon ap¬ 
proached the city, he was waited upon by the 
magistrates, who had boon treacherous to him 
and to their King, and bad welcomed the Allies. 

“ Who mro^ou?" said Napoleon severely. 

^“Members of the monisipality," replied the 
trembUng bargomasters. 

“Have you bread ior my troops?” inquired 
Napoleon. 

“Our resources,” they answwed, *4bave been 
entirely exliaurted by the requidtions of the 
Busnans J»d Pnisuans.” 

“Ah!” replied Napoleon, “h Is ia^i0«4hl», ia 
it? I know^o such wafi. Get r^yheead, 
meat, and wine. Yon nobly deserve to be 
^at^^ a conquered people. But I forgive 
all, from regard to your .King, fie ia the 
saviour of your ooun^. You l^g^beea al¬ 
ready punished by having bad the Kdsdaxui and 
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Pru^oian* amons you! and havioebcon coveraed 
by Baron Stoln." ^ . 

The Emperor dismounted, and, 'accompanied 
by Cnolabeourt and a •walked to the 
banks of the river. BalU'frdm the opporite 
batteries fell around Having, by a thorough 

personal recSanaissance, made himself ocqumuled 
with tlte various loc^Ries, a«d having rescued 
* from conflagration the remains of a bridge, he 
called upon General Drooet to bring forward a 
hundred pieces of cannon, lie posted himself 
upon an eminence to direct their disposfiion. * A 
tremendous cagmonnde was immediately *cotn- 
menced between these guns and the opposing 
batteries of the Knsbians. The Emperor .,W'as 
exposed to the enemy’s fire. Ilis head was 
groxed by aaplintcr which a ball elmtlered from 
a tree close oy. 

“ Had it Btnick me on the breast,’’ saiJ«he, 
calmly, “ all v^> over." 

Ti^ Russian battery wns soon silenced. The 
Allies, linving done everything in their power to« 
prevent the passage of tho EJbc, concentrated 
tlioir furc<^ at a formidable intrenched position 
at Haufren, Here they resolved to give a de¬ 
cisive battle. By the indefatigable exertions of 
tlio French engineers, a bridge was soon coti- 
strncted, and the boats made to cross the Btream. 
During the whole of the lltli Napoleon supcriri- 
teuded the passage. He sat upon a stone by the 
water-side, animating his men. He promised a 
napoloou to every boat which was ferried ncro-s, 

;d was, in his turn, cheered by the optliA'.i.i'tic 
shouts of the young conscripts, as, with loo;, 
troias of artillery and sdl the enginery f v io-. 
they pressed to the right bank of ti ' l.iho. 

On tho 12tli'of May, Napolciv'Sfii .1 t'l’ J f* 
of Saxony rode tide h_> side thn agh (hi- streecs 
of Dresden to tho royM yuducc. 'J'licy were :ic- 
companK*d by the dij^hargos ot cannon, fiic 
music of martial ^ida^lie pealing of bells, and 
the acclamatipiv of the peoyilc. Flowers were 
scattered in their path, and tim waving of hand- 
kerohiefs, afld the smiles of ladies, Irom winuon's 
and balconies, lined their way. Ik was the last 
spectacle of the kind Ncpoleon t.as destined to 
svitness. He folly comprehended the fearful 
}>oriU whioh eonrotmded hint^ and lu that hour 
of triumph he reflected with a cilm and serious 
spirit upon the ruin with which Lie course was 
threatened, 

“I beheld," ho eftarwards remarked, “tin 
decisive hour gradually oppronching. Myiotur 
grew dim. 1 felt tho reuis sApping from my 
himds. Anstria, 1 knew, wodd avail herself of 
any difficultfl'S in which I might be ploccd to 
eecuro advantages to herself. But 1 had resolved 
ou making the greatest sacrifices. 'iSBe choice 
of tho proper moment for proclaiming this reso¬ 
lution was tho only * difScult poinc, and wh.%t 
chiefly occupied my* atteutioo. Jf tljo influence 
of phvsical force be great, the power okopinion 
is suit greater. Its effe'ets are magical. My 
oigect wasNo I preserve it, A false step, a word 
inadvertently uttered, might for over have de¬ 


stroyed ttie illusion. While successful, I^could 
offer sacrifices honourably." • * 

According to lis usual custom, Napoleon, now 
again a conqueror, seij/; pacinc overtures to the 
Allies.* Ho was sincerely anxious for p<^ce, but 
ho was nqt prepared to suJbnit to dcgriidution. 
The Allies, anticipating the spwdy union of 
Atutria *viih their araies, denumded terms so 
exorbitant as to torova tliat they would be con¬ 
tented with notwng Iras than the entire over-’ 
throw of N^leon’s ^ower. IJpo^ this rejection 
of his propmals, Nayiolcon sent ijngenc to Itnjy 
Tor tho defence of that kingdom. AuMria w'us 
secretly raising a powerful army, and Nsipoleou 
foresaw that his trcacljen^is father-iii-li»w would 
soon march to recover his ancient cuii>ine';s in 
tho plains of Lombardy. 

After remaining a week in Dresden, awuiiuig 
the result of the negofiations for pence. \ap<>lt-(ft 
resumed his march to Tiicct his cnemi’s, who 
had planted themselves l>ehiiid the intrenchineuts 
of Ediitzcu. lu hU route he ytu-tsed tho ol 
a small town. It had been on fire in nu l u- 
gagernent between the French iii'.ti IF - i in-. 
Ho wa doeply affected by the ;e. ’ 
misery, '’resenting the iuh.ihitn !■ v- 
hundred thon.«and frajjes for tl" it ' 
noeeasities, he i)roini.sed to n-hu;’ 

Riding over ground still cov'- 

wounded, he munifesfeil n--’ ,■ •, i ■! 

their hulleriiigs. ilo d'.rfirc.i..>1 

ilis t.' tt poor Uussiiii. > -i. l. .i; ''.r'- •! ' 

Ui d iug agi nies. 

r , wt?uMd is ireuriililc, ■on. 

Hut try," replied Niit'eU'oi • i; i 

well tc loi'C one. lyS',' 

')ti the njornirijf of tf- ,- 2fst the 1 rcK'ii 
again iinivcu within sight >>1’ the eiiinp o. 

Allies, riicy were inironehed heiiind iiie s'oMg 
town of Uimtzen. The rivlbr Spreo llo.u-d in 
tlitir front. A chaiii of wooded hills, bii.stiiiig 
with lh's«iim h.ittevi.-'s, jwotecttd tltcir right. 
The cannon of the rrns-ians frowned uh.ng tlie 
rugged eminences on «heir jleft. Nay} 0 le,oii saw 
at a gluice that he could not litKc the camp bv 
storm. Noy was accordingly dft'ected to iiuiIvl- 
a large circuit around the c-xtreino right r.f the 
Uussljus. while tho attention of tlie or.iMny was 
engnnsed by a fierce attack upon tho left by 
Ondinut, tind upon tho centre by Soult and the 
Enipeptr in person. 

For four hoi^i^s the French made charge after 
charge ap<ni these impregnable works. At length 
the bugle notes of Hoy's division were heard in 
the rear of the enbmy. With shouts of "Viv© 
rEmperenr 1" imd with a terrific roar of musketry 
and artiliery, the dense masses of the French 
marshal plunged into the camp of tho exhausted 
foe. The Allies, panio-stticken, bewildered, and 
i^iailed on every side, fled with the otmo.st cele¬ 
rity towards the wilds of Bohemia. Napoleon^ 
'was o^ln ,Qadispnted victor. Though the* 
iground was coyraud with the slain, but few pri¬ 
soners i{ere taken, and but a few rf the trophies 
of war Were secured. The French, destitute of 
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cavalr^, were nnablo to follow up their victory 
firithithe accustomed result*.’* 

In tl|3 midst of the buttlep the Emperoft 
utterly axbausted by days and lughts of eleep. 
le$*uessnud toil, threw himself Opoiv the ffOtmi 
by the fide of a battery, and, notwithstanding 
the thunder of the cannonade ana thh horror 
and peril of the conflict, j^ll soundly asleep. 

The loss of the victorsyiwhoimarohea boldly 
tt) the muzslcs of the batcerios of tlieif foee, fa 
ropreseiitcd os-greater thaw that bf the van- 
finislied. The’Allies lost fifteen tHonsand in 
kilfed and woonded. Five thousand of the 
FroiifU were killed outright, while twenty thou¬ 
sand of the rautflated victims of war moaned in 
anguish in the gory ffl>spitals in Bautzen and 
the surrounding villages. Kapokon pitched his 
tent in the middle of the squares of his faithful 
(Sjjard, near Wurohen, where the ollied sovereigns 
had held their head-quarters the night before. 
He iminciliately dictated the btflletin of tlio 
buttle, jind the following generous decree i — ^ 

“A monument%1 mil he erected on Mount 
Cenis. Un the most conspicuous face the fol¬ 
lowing inscription shall bo written, *Tlio Em¬ 
peror Napok«ni, from the field of Wurchen, has 
tit.iovd tlif' erection of this monument, in testi- 
" ' 2 i his grntltiide to the people of France 
and Italy. This monument will transmit from 
agv to age the memory of that groat epoch, 
wlicn, in the space of three months, twelve 
hundred thousand men flew to arras to protect 
the integrity of the French Empire.'” 

The overthrow of Napoleon prevented the 
exucutiou <>! this honourable design. The ad¬ 
mirers. of putriotio virtue, the lovers of the fine 
arts, uu<l the advtwates of popular liberty, have 
alike cause to mourn over the triumph of the 
Allies. 

Napoleon was bnSly employed dictating de¬ 
spatches during most of the night. At three 
o'clock in the iporning, accompanied by General 
Drnuct aiono, he left his tent and directed his 
steps towards the tjpmh Gustavua Adolplias. 
lie was profonndlj' sad. The death of Besfubree 
heavily oppressed his spirit. Ho walked along 


o '• No porlojJ in the career of Napoleon Is morefeha- 
ractcHstlc of the tiuloniUable firmness of Itls chAracter, 
as well as resources of hts tnind, Uuui tiiat whleh bus 
now b«cp narrated. When the nuHmftnde of the dis¬ 
aster.. in IloMla is taken Into con^eraliQn, and the 
Rcneral iIcfketiDn of Iho north of OcMnany, which tm- 
inediatcly and iiccessurily followed, iris diffitealtth say 
whirh is must worthy of odnUration, the moral courage 
of the Emiieror, whom such an unheord.of catastrophe 
couiil not subdoc, or the oxtrmirdinary energy winch 
ennbW him to rige taperior te an^ for a htltf 
season, again chain Vkto^ tfr hk. Mlandprds. The miH- 
tiiry aluiity with wldch b« combeted at tmtzen—with 
infantry superior in uamber, indited, bttt.d«ititeteef ^0 
cavalry wliich was' so formldaWe In' thdr ownanintsf 
ranks and ibr the moot pert but newly ntlHd.T>tlte 
tonoiis veteran armies of Vmito and ardentvolHntem 
e>f Frii*si(i,was never turpaseod. ..Tbe betfle tf, 
zen, In the skill wlthwhicdi it we* conceited, ltd &e 
adnurablc precision witli irhi<di the dlfiietentdf^.Vidi 
reserves were bronght into action, each at the eppr»>. 
priiito time, is Worthy of baingolM^ besida Ansuirfiur 
or Jeoa."—Alison's History of Xhtropc, vul^v., p. fid. 
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without uttering a word. Having arrived at tlia 
pop^-trees which surround the mausoleum, ho 
sud to Drondt, “ Leave me, general, 1 wish to 
be alone.’* Making himself known to the soutiuel 
who ohaHen^d him^o ^sed under the trees. 
The silence of the night, Uie imposing monument 
illumiued by the teye of moon, idle serioua- 
noss of bis dHkini.iu thb midst of a conflict 
which might be dduaive of hie &te, all conspired , 
to communicate to bis spirit, naturally so pensive, 
a still deeper" shade of xoelmioholy. Napoleon 
did not often sanronder Itself to the uifluenco 
K)f external tilings, but he aftenv^fds remarked, 
'‘That in this pilgrimage to the shrine of tlin 
Ulnstrious dehd. he had experienced atrauge pre¬ 
sentiments, and, as it were, a rovelatioo of his 
fate.” After an hour ^laased in silence and snli- 
tndo, he rejoined Dronct. Ho simpl^remarked, 

“ It Is well sometimes to visit the tomb, there to 
converse wiUi the dead." 'n^m, in perfect 
silence, he returned to his tent, m 
At the carhost dawn of the- morning be«waa 
flgatn, in person, directing tho raovemehts of his 
troops. lie srton avertook die rear-cuard of the 
enem^, strongly posted to protect toe setreat of 
the diBcomfitud ^my. A fierce confli<^ Ensued. 
A shower of bulls tell upon the imperial escort, 
and one of Napoleou's aidcs-dc-camp was struck 
dead at his feet. 

“ Puroc,” said ho, turning to the Duke of 
Friuli, “ Furtunu is determined to have one of u» 
to-day.” 

In the afternoon, os the Emperor was passing 
at A rapid gallop through n ravine, with a bod^ 
of hU Guard four abreast, tbo whole band hoiug 
enveloped in a cloud of dust and smoko, a Cannon¬ 
ball, glancing from a tree, stmck^sooral Kir- 
genir dca<i,an(i\nortally wounded Duroo, tearing 
out his ctitr.'Als. In tho midst .of the obscurity 
and tho tumult, Nnpokon did^ot witness tho 
disaster. When infurtned of the calauJity, ha 
seemed for a monient<flVorwl^.Imed with grief, 
and tiien exclaimed, in faltering ecfiruhi— 

“ Duroo! Durou! gracious Heaven, my pre¬ 
sentiments never deceive me. This* is indeed 
a sad day—a fatal da^.” 

He irumediately alighted from his horse, and 
walked backward and forward In silent thonght- 
folncss. Then, turqing to Cauloincottrt, ha siud— 
“Alasl when wfll Fata rekut? "When will 
there be an end of this ? My eagles will’ ;yet 
triompli, but the happiness which accompanied 
them has fled. IVliither has he been conveyed'/ 
I must SCO him. Poor, poor Duroc I” • 
The Emperor &tmd the 4}*ng marshal in a 
cottage, stretched upon a camp-bed. and suffer¬ 
ing excrucieting agony. His feato^were So 
distorted that ho was hardly recognisahte. Tho 
Emperor l^prooched his bed, threw bii anus 
around his nedk, and inquired, **111 there, then, 
nohMw?” • 

i “ None whatever,” toe ph vriciaiis re^|:bd« 
f Theujfing man took toe band of Nftpoleon, 
tossed It fervently to his Kps, aad,. gasihg upon 
im alfectionately, said, "riiret my whole life 
jhas been devoted to your service'; and now my 
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only rogret is, that I can no longer be useful to dull and* listless ear. It ceased, and ^tgain 
you." ^ the mournful requiem filled the air. But^o-' 

Napoleon, in a voice almost inafticulate uritb thing could aromw him from his agoniiing re 
emotion, rc]iiied, “Dnroct tluire is another life, flections. His friend lay dying, and th^ heart 
There you will await mo.** Wo shfdl one day he loi^ more tliantiis liie waa throhj^g its 
meet again.** last puWions. What a thome for a painmr, and 

' Yes, Hif«i" fcchly^etumed the marshal,bat what a dulojY on Naiwloon was tflatscenol 
that will bo thirty yeafs henqf), wlihn you have That liable ubart, w^cb the enmity of the 
.triomplicd over your enemies, and realized all world could nott&lia]^, nor the terrors of tho 
tlie hopes of our country. I have lived as an battlo-fieM move from ^ts calm repose, nor even* 
honest man; I liave nothing to reproach myself tho hatred, nor the tnsnlts of his, at last, victo- 
with. I have a daughter, to whom you^Majesty rions onemiy hniQble, here sank,m the moment 
will bo a fnthe|p’' • «of victory, before the tide of afifectioii. Wlftt 

Napoleon was so deeply affected that he r«- military chieftain ever mourned thus on the field 
mained tor some time incapable of sp’eaking, still of victory ? And what soldiers ever loved their 
aflViCtionntcly bolding tlie bund of his dying leader so?” • 

friend. Huroc was the first to break silence. Duroo breathed faintly fur a few hours, and 
“Sircl" Be said, “ this sight pains you; leave died before the dawn of morning. When tin 
me.'* expected tidings werji announced to Napoleoj^. 

The Tinperoj: took hi« hand, pressed it tff hi.s' bo exclaimed, sally— 
bosom, cmlirating him once more, and saying ‘‘All is over. lie is released from lui'cry. 
sadlyr “Adieu, my friend," liurried out of the WeU, be is happier than 1." 
room. ♦ * lie then silently placed in ^be hands o* Bar- 

.Supported by Marslial Soult and Caulaincourt, thier n paper, ordering a monnnieut to bo reared, 
Nai)oleon^overwbelmcd with grief, retired to his with the following inscri)dion, uj'Oii the spot 
tent, wlfSch had been immcdiutel5r pitched in the where ho was struck by the ball 
viiiiiitj' of the cottage. “Here General Duroc, Duke of Friuli, Grand 

’* This is horribli!!" ho excluimod. “ My ex- Marshal of tho palace of the F.mperor Napoleon, 
cclleiil, my dear Duroc! Oh, what a loss is gloriously fell, struck by a caunun-ball, and died 
this!” Tours w'ere observed flowing freely from in the arms of the Emjieror, his friend.” 
his eyes as ho entered the solitude of his inner He immediately issued n decree in favour of 
tout. Duroc’s young and accomplished widow and 

The squares of the Old Guard, sympathizing child. He then sumnioDed to his presence the 
Ifi the deep gi'ief of their sovereign, to«k up their proprietor ^f the farm on which Duroc fell, and 
positions around his encampment. Napoleon gave him twenty thousand francs, four thoti‘<and 
shook his head, and replied— of wliich were to bo spent in erecting a suitable 

“Ask me jjathing till to-morrow.” Again, monument. The rest was to remunerate the 
with his band pre-ssod upon his brftw, he rchumcd farmer for th“ looses he had sustained during 
his uttitude of meditation. • tho action. The money was paid in the pre- 

Night darkcuqd tho saiic. Tho stars cninc sence of the rector and magistrate of Makers- 
out, om^ by one. Tho moon row* hnlliantiy in dorf, who undertook to see tUimouument erected, 
tho cloudless sky^ Thff-c(Jdiers moved noise- This generous design of the F.mperor was, 
Icssiy, and spaka in subdued tones, as they ptc. howevor, never fulfilled. The .^llies had the 
pared their repast. The rumbling of baggage- unparalleled meanness to wrest ibw money from 
waggons aitd the occnsional booming of a distant tbe farmer, as a part o|tho spoils of war. They 
gun alone disturbed tbe mournful stillm'Sh ol' the put the four thous.and fraites •into their 
scetio. llArc and there the flames of burning pockets, and thus prevented .a monumeut from 
villages shed a portentous light through the being erected to one of the iioldcsl of men, and 
gloom. • defrai^ded Napoleon of the. privilege of paying 

“Those bravo soldiers,” says J. T. Headley, this last tribute of affection to one’of the most 
“filled with grief to see their Iwlovod chief devoted of Lis friends. Bani.shed from the 
borne down by such sorrow, stood for a long world on the rock of St. Helena, Napoleon was 
time silent and tearful. At longtii, to break tbe faUbful to tbe .« 0 BfenjV« of Makmdorf. Upon 
mounifiil silence, and to express the sympothy his dying bed Iia remembered in his will the 
they might not speak, tho bifod struck up a daughter of his friend, the Duke of Friuli, 
rcqiiiom for tho dying marchnl. Tbe melan- The pursuit of the retreating army was now 
eholy straintt arose and fell in prolonged echoes resumed. Napoleon entered the village of 
over the field, and swept in softened cadences on Brnntzhiu. Here tbe Russian commander, 
the ear of the fiunting warrior. Bat^ill Kapo- Kutusoff, had died a few weeks previously of 
loon moved not. They then changed the mea- typhus fever, caused by the suffering and cx- 
Buro to a triumphant strain, and ghe thrilling li%ustIon attending Lis march from Moscow. No 
trumpets breathed forth their most joyful notes, monament marked his grave. Napoleon im- 
till tlie heavens rang with the melodjii* Such toediatfiy, '^th that maguanimity which was an * 
bnrsts of music had welcomed Napoleon, as he csso&tialpartofbisnatnre, ordered on obelisk to 
returned flushed with viotoiy, Ull his oye be reared in memory of hU old antagonist. The 
kindled, with exultation; hut now they fell on a snbseqt&nt misfortunes which overwhelmed the 
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Emffcror preveiftcd this hoiiourablo design from 

< being carried into execution. Uow different 
this ccmduct from thiU of the Ajliesl 

Namlcon was constantly with his advanoed 
posts, IdirecUng all thev>t movements. He had 
regained his cheerfi^ness, and, as he rodd along, 
was oftev heard peacefully hntnmHg French and 
Italian airs. The allied sovorcigas were in groat 
idarm. Vast reinfurceihlintB v^ere on t&c march 
.from Russia and from JITnssia, but it^would re¬ 
quire several weeks before, tho most advanced 
( olumns could reach the allied hqpd-quorters. 
T«i gain timutfor those reinfdrcemSnts to coin^ 
up, a me.4scnger was despatched to tlio French 
Emperor, imploring an arniistioe, stating “ that 
the allied sovereigns ifcre prepared to cuter into 
the views of the Emperor Napoleon." 

Napoleon cordially responded to this appeal, 
and wrote a letter, requesting a personal inter¬ 
view with the Emperor .Alexander. This pro¬ 
posal was evaded by an answer “ that a Russian 
envoy would be despatched to the French ad- 
vanct^ posts, whieh would save his imptrial 
Majesty the trouWle of the journey.” Napoleon 
was extri'inclj anxious for peace. The Allies 
only desirial to gain time, that they might obtain 
reinforcements, aacl ilraw the armies of Austria 
into the i:oalition. The negotiations were con- 
si‘<|ueiitly jirotracted. Austria assumed the ofticc 
<)riHO(li:iti>r, and finally that of umpire. At last, 
haviiii- gamed their end. Metteruicli was sent to 
Niipoli'ou with the following insulting pro- 

pOMlls— 

'• Tliat hranec should surrender to Austria the 
Illyrian Provinces and Venetian ]..ombardy—that 
Jloiland. I’oinnd, and all the fortresses ujion the 

< >ticr and the Elbe, should be surrendered to the 
Allies—that the French armies should bo imrne- 
diatrlv withdrawn from Spain and I’ortugal, and 
that Napoleon should resign his titles of I’ro- 
ti'ctor of tho Confederation of the Rhino and 
Mediator of the Helvetian Republic.” 

■‘These cxtaivagant propositions," said Napo¬ 
leon afterwards, " were made tliat they might be 
re/iectcd. Even |inil I coilsenled to them, what 
would it have honeHted France? I should have 
humbled myself lor nothing, and furnished Austria 
with the means of maldng further denumds, and 
tjpposing me with greater advantage. Onc^con- 
ccssion granted would have led to the enforce¬ 
ment of new ones, till, step by step, I should 
Imvc been driven back to the castle of the Tuile- 
ries, whenoo the French people, senragod at rny 
weakness, and considering me tho cause of the 
disa-stisrs, would have justly banished me for 
yielding them a prey to foreigners.” 

To Mettcrnicli, Napoleon firmly and frmikly 

J' “It WHS ojii>nIy advanced as a merit, by the Ans- 
trian cabinrt, thar her offer of mediatiou, after the 
battle of Ilauizeii, was made solely with the vlew^f 
flr.iiniti)r time to orcaolse Ote army which wn to Join the 
• IliiM.ans and Piusiisne Finally the armistiee Itself 
wa* yaohited, bcsuiities being rommeniwd bi^re its' 
termination, to enable the Bussian troops safely to joiin 
tlie Austrians In Bolicraia."—Napiet's I’eniiisnlar War. 
vol. Iv., p, 3J5. , • 
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replied, "The interference of Austria was de¬ 
layed to see if France might not be reduced to a 
lower state than at tho oi>cning of the campaign. 
Now, however, that I have been victorious, vour 
sovereign tbnists iq. his mediation, in order to 
preveat roe from following up my success. In 
assuming tho office of paaificator, lk« is neither 
my friend, nor an impor^al judge between me 
and my advcrsarici; ho is my enemy. You were 
about to declare yourselves when the victory oP 
Latr.cn rendered i^ prudent first to collect addi¬ 
tional fqj^es. You have now assembled bebhul 
the Bohomiau mountains upwards of two haudred 
thouAind men, under tlio commAid of Schwart- 
zenberg. You sock only to profit by my embar¬ 
rassments. Will it suit you to accept Illyria, and 
remain neutral ? Your neutrality is all I require. 
I can deal with the Russians and Pi^ssiaus with 
my own anny." 

*hAh, sire I" said Metternich, who was eager 
to join either party who would stiny the highest 
bribe, “ why .should your Majesty enter singly 
into tho strife? It is in your Alqjesty’H power 
to unite our forcc-o with your own. We must bo 
with or against you.” 

Napoleon, a^thesc words, conduc^^AMotter 
nidi to a private cabinet. The tablra were 
covered with ma]is. 

For some time their conversation could not be 
overheard. At. last tiio excited voice of Napo¬ 
leon again heeamc audible to those in file adjoin¬ 
ing room. 

” What!” ho said, ** not only Illyria, but tho 
half oS Italy, and tho return of the I’ojio 
Rome, and 1‘oliind, and the abandomuent of .Spain, 
Holland, the (lunfedcratiun of the Rhimf, and 
Switzerland I And is this what you call the spirit 
of moderation?, Yon arc inteutbaly on profiting 
by every cliqnce wliidi on'eri. You uUcniatdy 
transport your alliiiiuai from one camp to tiio 
other, in order to bo iirw.ays a sftiircr in t^jo sp,)il. 
And yet yon speak to iqe of tho rights of inde¬ 
pendent stales! Yon would taivc Italy, Rii.'-sm, 
Poland, Sweden, Norway, Prussfti,*Siixoiiy, Hol¬ 
land, and Belgium. In fine, peace is«onIy a pre¬ 
text. You are all iuteiil ufion dismembering tho 
French Empire, and Austria thinks has only 
to declare liersclf to crown sucli an enterprise. 
You pretend here, witli a stroke of llie pen, to 
make the rampart.sA<f Uant/.ie, ('u“trin, (Iloglau, 
Aliigdcburg, Wcssel, Maycii' e. Alussaudria, Man¬ 
tua—ill fine, ill tho strong jdacc.s of ICurope—sink 
before you, of which 1 did uot obtain possor.«iou 
but by the force of victory's! And I, obedient 
to yrfnr policy, agi to evacuate Europe, of which 
I still hold the half: recall my legions across the 
Rhine, tlic Alps, and the Pyrenees ^ subscribe a 
treaty which would be nothing but a vast capitu¬ 
lation, aiiiy>Iaco myself at the mercy of ihoso of 
whom I am at this moment the conqueror. And 
it is when my standard stijj floats at the mouth 
of the Vistula and on the banks of the Odor, 

, when njy victoriouR army is at the gates of Berlin 
and Brodau, when in person I am at tho hcail of 
three hundred thousand men, that Austria, with¬ 
out striking a blow, without drawing a swoid, 
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c^cpects to make me ^bscribe sucli conditions! Napoleon'had been compelled to weakei bis 
And it is my father-in-Iavr who has matured such forces in the Spanish Ponujsula to meet his foe^ in ' 
a prqjoct I It is bp that sends j’du on such* a Germany. The jDuke of W ellington, at the 
mission! In what position would he place me head of one hundred thousand men flushed with 
in regard to the French peo^? Does he sup- jriotory, was now ready«to pour down, lik^nin- 
poso that a dishonoured and mutilated throne can nndation, into the dctenccicsf yalleys of hlraneo. 
be a refuge'An Frallc<^ for his son-in-law and These tidings Vcre received with shouts of exul- 
grundson ? Ah! Mcttemich. how much lias tation in |ho caBnp of tlje Allies. They resolved 
Jlinglund given you to make war upon me iinniediately to ct^ off negotiations and to renew 

The cm!)arraftsmcnt of Napoleon now amounted ' hostilities.* Again the ory was raised against the 
almost to anguish. The Allies’ wore amply rein- insatiable ambition *of Boniiparto, and their 

forced. Austria was rcsidy, should h« refuse annies wcrciyiastejea for battle.” t 

those terms, to fill upon his rear. Even Tiflhy- • In reference to this victory of‘Spain, Alison 
rand, Cainbatirt's, and Foncht! advised him to thu.s testifies—“ Great and decisive was the in- 
yicld to terms so dishonouruhlo to hinJself and so ftuence which this immense achievement pro- 
fatal to the iiil<!rost8 of I-Viinrc. duced upon the conferetirnr at Prague." 

“ How greatly was I perplexed," said he, when “ Mettcrnich," says Fain, “ could not fail to 
speaking off tins crisis at St. Helena, *• to Hud learn the details of this victory from the mouths 
that 1 alone was able to judge of the extent of! of the Engli.<.h themselves the moment ho n;- 
our danger! ();j the other hand, I was hara*.(’d i turned to liohemia, and we shall soon see the fat.oi 

by the coalcscois Powers, whleh llireatened our ' influence which it exercised on the progress of 
very i<xi.steiieo; and on the other, by my own . the negotiations." 

flul)jeet.s, who, in tlieir blindness, seemed to make | “ Vlic impression of Lord Wellington’s sug es-!,’’ 

common cuu.se with the fi>p. Our cnciiiies la-' says Lord J..ondonderry, “ wu,^ strong and iiui- 
boiired for my destruction; and the importunities versal, and produced, Jiltiiimtely, in my ojiiuion, 
of niy pfople, and even of my nbnisters, tended tbe recomineuecment of liostililie.s.’* 
to induce rao to tlirow myself on tins mercy of “ I know,’’ said the Eini)cror to the Duke of 
foieigncrs. I saw tlint Frunee, her destinies and <lni ta, “ that I shall be roiiroiiched with having 
her principles, dei)cnded upoa me alone. 1'lie loved war, an«l with having .sought it through 
circumstances in which the country was placed more .'unbition. Nevertheless, they will not 
were extraordinary, and entirely new. It would accuse mo of avoiding its fatigues nor of Inivirig 
be vain to seek forapaiiiHil to them. The sta- fled from its perils. Tlmt, at least, i.s something, 
liility of the edilico, of which 1 was the keystone, | Hut who, indeed, can hope to obtain justice while 
lifid depended upon each of my battles. 'Had 1 1 living I* 

been cpiitiuered at Mtinmgo, J’’rniietj would have I “ When, however, I am no more, it will be 
encountered all the disiisters of isU and ! admitted that, situated as I was, menaced in- 


without tlio.se orodigiesof glory which succeeded, ^ 
and which will be inmiortal. A, Au’-terlit^, ut' 
.lenu, at Eyluu, and at Wugram, it w'is the same, j 
The vulgar failed, not to Ijlamo my iimhition n »! 
the cuuiX', of these wars, but they were not ofj 
my choosing. I'liey wcu .j,'.-oduced by the nature ! 
and force of 8v.''.nt8. They arose ottt of that 
conflict of the past and tbe future, that t>crma- 
nont coalition of our enemies, whie.b rompelled us 
to subdue under pain of being subdued." 

That Nafioleon sviis sincerely (le.siron.s of peace, 
and that he was willing to make itnrnense sacri¬ 
fices to secure it, wa.s evinced, by his offer to ac¬ 
cede to the following basis of pacification 

“ The dissolution of tbe Grand Du*lBhy of War¬ 
saw, and the division of its territory Iwtwecn 
Knssia, Prussia, and Austria ; the cession of the 
Ilanso Towns; the reroustriicjion of Prilbsia, 
which was to have a frontier on the Elbe; tbe 
transfer of IJlyria and of tbe port of Trieste to 
Austria; tbe surrender of Holland and Spain, aud 
the establishment of German and Swiig imlepen- 
dence." * 

This was nearly alk that the Alli^ had at first 
demanded. Powerful as they were, they still 
stood in awe of their mojestic foe, and \^are just 
upon the eve of signing these terms, when news 
came of the fjtal battle of Vittoria, which gave 
the death-blow to the French power in Spain. 


cessuntly by powerful coalitions roused and sup¬ 
ported l>y England, 1 h.ud, in the inipnsaibiUty of 
avoiding the condfet, but two choices to make— 
either to wait until the enemy should pass our 
frontiers, or to prevent this fy attacking Iiim in 
his own toiritorics. I chose that course wliich 
would protect our country from the ravages of 
inevitable war, and which would s&ve it, in some 
degree, from t lie expimjy. 1 f our contemporaries 
persist in reproaching tno, pd-stovity, I am confi¬ 
dent, will do me justice. It wi^ at len.st he ad¬ 
mitted that, in repelling the attacks which we 
have ^ot provoked, 1 did but fuliil the obligations 
which nature imposes, aud not the incitements 
of an hisunc ambition. 

“ The war in Spain, which was not so directly 
ronnedtod with the coalitions provoked by Eng¬ 
land, may, perhaps, be criticised by those who 
ore i^orant of the position in which we found 
onrselvcs in respect to that government. The 
conduct of the Spanish court, while I was in the 
heart of Gcryiany, conclusively proved that 
France could place no dependence upon Spain. 
Every one who surrounded me, whatever may be 

-r -——- 

There w.<ui in the Spanish Penlnsnlii a democratic 
U'ATiy bacorlj opposed to the Duke of Wellington. On ‘ 
the Ifith ofUcfOtier, ISU, the Duke wrote to the British 
baliitstry, “ It U quite clear to me that, if we do not beat 
down the demoerary at Cadiz, the cause la lost. Uow 
th-vt is to be done, Ood knows!" 
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aiMd to the contrary, was, witlwnt an exception, “ * Two days preceding'that fixed for tlio rup- 
’ ofehat opinion. Circnmstanca unparalleled in tijro of the armistice, liluclmr, at the head of a 
hjator| induced mo to take tlA initiative in that hundred thbusand men, marched into Silesia, 
eaterJisc; an unfortu^to event, which aug- and took possession of Breslau." 
ment^ the difficulties, mcreased still iiore by This is, inde^, a serious affair 1 Are yon 
the sfiamefol and fatal copitula^on of Baylen. sure of it, CaulaiucourtV’ 

Nevertlieless, it was of extreme importance to *“ I had,^sire, a warm mtcrcation^ith Motter- 
withdraw the Peninsulw from the infiuenco of nich on the’eobjoft the day before my departure 
England, otherwise ouredestftiction might be from Prague. Also, on the very day on which 
'secured whenever wo should again bH called to Brcslan was taken, Goncral Jumini dosertod the 
a distance frofi home. 1 Was ever hoping that staff of General Ncy, and is at this nioincut with 
the time wouy come when, surreniftring myself the Enl^eror Alexander.’ 
to the employments of peace, I could prove » “4 Joinini I a man ovorwhiJmed with my 

P'rance that in the cabinet as in the camp 1 lived favours—tlio traitor! To abandon tho post on 
only for her happiness." the evo of battle! To go over to the onemy 

The Allies were n^in a condition to prose- witli a report of our forces and means 1 lu- 
ente the war with every prospect of success, credible 1’ 

Alexander had received a reinforcement of fifty “ As ho uttered^ these words,^ there wa.s min- 
ytonsaud men. The Swedish army had arrived glod with the fueling of deep indignatiou por- 
at the scene of action, headed by Bemadotte, to trdyed in his countenance an expression of iu- 
fight against his old companions in arms and bis creasing uneasiness, which ho Evidently could 
native land. Even General Morcan, whoinNa- not subdue. J was unablo to proceed. • 
poleoll had so graciously pardoned, hasteneefj *' * Is this all ?’ resumed he, holding out his 
from America, and entered the camp of the hand to me. *iS]ie(ik, Caulaiucourt! Lot mo 
Allies in their ernsade against tho inde-pendenee know all! I ^mst know all!’ • 
of P’rancc. Goiierai Jotnini, chief staff-ollicer of “ ‘ Sire, tho coalition has taken a wifte range, 
one of the corps of tlie French army, imitating Sweden, too, is in arms against us.’ 
the example of Benedict Arnold, in this liour of ‘“What do yon BayV’ intermptod he with 
accumulating‘disasters went over to the enemy, impetuositj'. ‘Bcrnadoitu! Bornadotto in arms 
t arrying witli him all the information he had against Franco 'i This is tho ass's kick indeed!’ 
been al)lu to collect of tho Emperor’s plans. “'Bcrnadotle,’ resumed 1, ‘not satUliod with 

The conditions of Napoleon were therefore turning his arms against his country, has ro- 
rejeeted. On tiic night of the 10th of August, cruite^l for deserters among our allies, us if 
a number of brilliant rockets, of peculiar con- unable siit^ly to endure tho innledictions of liia 
strurtion, blazed in tho sky, gleaming from countrymen.’ * 

heiglit to height fdnng the Bohemian and Sile- “ ‘ Whnl, mean you ?’ 

sian frontier, proclaiming that ho'^tilitic8 were " ‘ General ^Moreau is in camp of the 

recommenced, 'flic next day Austria is-sued its Allies.’ 

declaration of war. Napoleon received the not " ‘ Moreifli with the Allies I This is not 
unexpected news ^ with perfect equanimity, possible. C-aulaineofirt, 1 cannot believe this. 
Calmly and nobly nc said— Bornadottc, tlio Kiii g of iSu-altm, may Colour his 

“It would be a thousand times better to perish odious treason by spucious pretext, but 
in battle, in ^hc hour of tho enemy's triumph, Moreau! Moreau! take revenpewn his country- 
tlmn to submit to the degradation souglit to bo men—on his country I No, no, i^ cannot bo! 
iidiictcd on me. ,Evei^defoat, when attended Moreau is wreak,'devoid of energy, and of bound- 
hy magnanimous peracverauco, may leave the less ambition. Yet there is a wide difference 
respect duo to ffdversity. Hence I prefer to give between liim and .lomini—a renegade, a traitor 1 
battle; for should I bo conquered, our fate is too No, this report is not to be credited. How did 
intimately blended with the true politics? inte- you hear it• 

rests of the majority of our enemies to allow In roferonco to tho negotiations with the Al- 
great advantages to bo taken. Should I be lies, M. Cuffiaincourt, who took uu active part in 
victorious, I may save all. I have still ghances them, recorils:— 

in my favour, and am far from (Jospoiring." “ With respect to Austria, I cheriBhed but 

Caidaincourt §rst informed Napoleon of these faint expectations. On the part of Russia and 
calamitous events. He thus describes the uxtor- Prussia 1 saw nothing to hope for. You may 
view:— easily believe that it cost mo a painful effort to 

“ ‘ Has Anatriaofficially declared herself against conce-al, beneath an outward show tlf cotifidonce, 
me ?’ asked Napoleon. • my profound couviclioii oi tho inutility of Ni^ 

“ ‘ I believe, sire, that Austria will make poleon’s Mforfe to avert the storm. 1 saw that it 
common cause with Prussia and Russia.* must inevitably and surclv break over our heads, 

“ ‘ That may be your opinion,' said he sharpy, even at thii*'vcry moment when, to tlto Emperor’s 
* but it is not, ther^ore, a fact* dictation, I wrote those pages whidi must ever 

It is a fact, sire; and your Majest^maj bS remaAea moouniont of the sincerity of Napo- 
asBured that on a subject of such importance my Icon's desire to make peace on reasonable con¬ 
opinion is not founded on mere coqjectuah* ditious. But all our sacrifices, %il our efforts 
** ‘Oa what, then, ie it founded?* were onavoiliog, when opposed by the maebi- 
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nations of England—England, onr implacable 
and eternal enemy. Five Powers ^ere leagued 
againat one! A contingent of two millions of 
men nullified at once tbeir.^efeats and onr vic¬ 
tories. In vain did the sons of France perform 
prodigies o' valour cn the field of battle, wluch 
they watered with they Mood. TJiey but en¬ 
feebled tlie resonrcos of theK country, which, 
'sooner or later, was doomed to succumb in the 
unequal conflict. , 

“ When we had gained the victory o^Lntzen, 
T offered, in the Emperor’s name, peace to Itussia 
and PntBsin. fmt the offer was refused. A few 
days after this we wore again victoriou.H at Bant- 
zen, but wo sealed our tnnmph with the bravest 
blood in the French army. UrnyiTe, Kirgeuir, 
and Duroc ii«re among tbo lamented trophJc.s of 
the enemy’s defeat. The Emperor informed me 
that his conference with M. Budna (the Austrian 
envoy) had pr^fluced no result. ‘ Caulaincourt,' 
said {]e, ‘ among these men, htym kinf/g, tlie ties 
of nature are matter of itidiliorcuce. The inte-i 
rests of hi.s daughter and gr:u|^sou will not in¬ 
duce Francis to deviate one iiair's broadth from 
the cuime which the Austriiin eallnut may mark 
out. Oht it is not blood which flows in the 
veins of those people, l>ut cold policy. The Em¬ 
peror of Austria, by rallying (iordially with mo, 
might save oil. United to Franee, Austria would 
be fonnidable. Prnssin and llussia could no 
longer maintain the conflict. But Austria is 
ruled by an ambitious traitor. I must yet hu¬ 
mour him a little cre 1 can dc.stroy i^im. ‘ Mot- 
ternich will do a great deal of mischief.’ 

“ I could never understand,” continues Cau¬ 
laincourt, “ howjtho Emperor bore up under the 
pliysicid privations and bodily f.itigues of that 
ciirnpaign. Tlic days were occupied by battles 
ami rapid movenjputs from pbu'o to place. The 
EmpcrcA, who. during the day, wjis incessantly 
on his horse, usualK' pajjk.d his nights in WTiting. 
I'hc meiunrab|pjbattle of Bautzen lasted thirty- 
four hour.s, and during the whole of that time 
the Emperifr took no rest. On tlio second day, 
overcome with la.ssitude and fatigue, he aliglitcd 
troin his Imrse and lay down on the slojtc of a 
ravine, surrounded by the batteries of Marshal 
mnont’s corps, and amid tljp roaring of a ter¬ 
rific cannonade. I awoke him an hour afW by 
announcing that the battle was woa ‘ Ah 1’ he 
exclaimed, ’ it may truly he said that good comes 
to us in sleep.’ He hnmediately mounted his 
horse; for, though the engagement was actually 
decided, the fighting was partiifily kept up until 
five iu the evening." 


e 

<?|[APTER LVI. • ■ 

KETBOSFECT. | 

Testimofjr of Alison—Napoleon not responsible for the 
wars wlilcU siKcei'dod the FrAich Iterolutlon—Napo¬ 
leon not *a nnirpcr—State of the french ^iepablic— 
The ConsttUr throne—The Imperial throne -Political 
views orSlr Wal^ Scoft—^Napoleon not a tyrant— 
Proof of the love of tie people—Admissions of ^Ir 
Walter ifett—Testimony of tlie Abbe de Pradt—• 
Honesty of the electlups—State ot Eart>pe now. 

Bepoke firoccoding with the gielancholy r^i- 
fital of Naimleon’s last struggles, it m.ay be well 
briflily to glance upon the past, and to introdneo 
to onr readers some of tfae^conccssions which the 
career of this extraordinvy man has extorted 
from tiic most malignant of bis enemies. It is 
not necessary here to introduce their antagonistic 
anathemas. Tbo world is flooded with them. 

“Never,” says Sir Arcltibald Alison, “were 
talents of the highest, genius of the mo.st exalted 
I kind, more profusely bestowed upon a human 
being, or worked out to greater purposes ot good 
or of evil. Gifted at once with a clear intellect, 
a vivid imagination and a profound judgment, 
burning with the fervent passions and the poetic 
glow of Italy, and yet guided l>y tlie highest 
reasoning and reflective powers, at onco the i n- 
thuslustic student of the exact sciences and n 
powerful mover of tlie generous affections, im¬ 
bued wilh the soul of eloquence, the glow of 
poetry, and the fire of imagination, he yet knew 
how to make them all subservient to the direc¬ 
tions of sa,f;acinus reason and the dictates of ex¬ 
tensive observation. 

“ He was not merely illnstrious on account of 
his vast military nclacvemcnts, bttt from hi.-? 
varied and often salutary civil cffVirts. He was a 
great general because ho was a great man. The 
prodigious capacity and pow^r of attention which 
lie brought to bear on tlie chrection of his cam¬ 
paigns, and wliicli produced such astonishing 
results, were but a part of the general talents 
which he possessed, and which were not less 
conspicuous in every dlher department, whetlier 
of government or of abstract thought. It was 
hard to say whether he was greatest in laying 
down etatogetical ]plans for the general conduct 
of a Ifampoign, or in seizing the proper direction 
of an attack on the field of battle, or in calculat¬ 
ing the exact moment when his reserves conld 
be n»st effectually employed. And those who 
are struck witUtUstonutoent at the immense in¬ 
formation and jost discrimination which ho dis¬ 
played at the conncil-board, and the varied and 
important public improvements which bo set on 
foot in every part of his dominions, will form a 
most inadequale conception of his mind, onless 
they are at the same time familiar with the 
luminous and profound views which he threw 
ott on the philosophy of politics in the solitndo 
of St.. Helena. Never was evinced A clearer, 
proof of the troth whidi a practical acquaintance 
Vith men must probably have impressed upon 
every observer, that talent of the highest oraer 
it Bisceptib^ of any iqiplicatioa, and that acei- 
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dent,* or aoprema direction Hlone, determines , Uiem hard at work until the following morning, 
•whither their possessor is to beume a Homer, a j fervour of his imagmation, the vcheoieuee 
Bacon-or a Napoleon, f of his conceptions, seemed to render him insen* 

“ Itjpoold require the observation of a Thncy- Bible to the fatigues of the moment, wliich were 
dides greeting the pencil%f a Tacitus to portray, felt as altogether iWerwhelming by hi« attend* 
by a few touches, such a character; and modem loss wrapped np t^ he in tho intense 
idiom, evCn in their hands, would have i anticipations of the future. * 

proved inadequate to tlie task. ^Iqoa^to Alex* AJthongli the ofun|mgns were the great 
ander in military achiev^euff superior to Jns- scene of Napoleon s activity, yet pence was very, 
4tinian in IcgtU information, sometinfts second > fhr from being a season of repose to his mind, 
only to Baconin political sagacity, he possessed,; Ho was then incessantly en^god in the maze ui 
at the same nme, the incxl)gn6ti\)|B resources < diplomatic negotiations, prejoets of domestic im. 
0 ^ Hannibal, find tho administrative powers of provipaents, nr discussions in ^le Council of 
Cffisar. Enduring of fatigno,' patient of hard* State, which filled np every leisiiro moment of 
ship, unwearied in application, no diiliculties the forenodh. He rose early, and was engaged 
conld deter, no danger dannt, no obstacles im> | in his cabinet witli his secretary till breakfast, 
pode him; a constitution of iron, a mind, tho ) which never lasted above half an hour. Ho then 
ardour of which rendered l»im almost inscnsiblo attended a panido of his troops, Arcived an- 
to physical sulfering, enabled him to brave alike diences oi ambassadors, and transacted other 
tne sun of Egypt ami the snows of Russia j inde-' olTift;il business, till three o'clock, when he gene* 
iatigalths in preinous preparation, lie was calm rally repaired to the Council onHtatc, or rode 
and I'oUeoteil in the moment of danger; ofleii on ! out, till (iiiuter, which was always at six. Idinnor 
hor.-elftck for eighteen hours togetlior, andtlic* ^enpied exaetty forty minutes. The Emperor 
tilling almost the wholii night to his secretaries,' conversed a great deal, unless his mind was 
lie foniid a brief period for sltimher during the much preoccupied, but never indulged in the 
roiii of the battle, when the enemy’s balls were slightest convivial excess, (’offec succeeded at 
liiliinp arwimd him. Nor was peace » iwriod of' twenty iniimtcs to seven, unlo<«s some special 
repose to his genius, or the splcinlour of courts a occasion required a longer stay at table; and 
season merely of relaxation. Wlien surrounded the rctnninder of the evening, until clovnu, when 
by rlio pomp of a king of kings, ho was unccas- : ho retired to rest, was engaged in di-senssions mid 
ingly employed in etiudneting the llircad ol in- ' conversation with a circle of otTIecrs, nmbassa* 
termiiiabte iicgoiiatious, or stiinulatiug the pro- ' dors, scieiitifie or literary men, artists of cohi- 
gress of beneficent undertakings. ! brity, or civil functionaries. 

“ It was the pains which ho took to seek out j “ lii*thei» society lie took the greatest delight, 
and di.sUiigni.sli merit and talent among the pri- j On such occasions he provoked disonssion on 
vate men or inferior ranks of the army, joined to i serious anil interesting topics—not unfrequontiy 
the incomparable talent which ho posBC.ssed of ’ morals, intellectual philosophy, )i^(| history—and 
exciting tho enthusiasm of the French soldiers! never failed tn^istonish his audience by the ex¬ 
bywarlike theatrical exhibitions, or brief, heart-! tent of his kii'oniiutioii and the original ^views 
stirring appeals in liis proclamations, which con- i whioh he .started on every 8ij|iject that came 
.■<titutcd the real seerft of his success; and if tlie! tinder disen-ssion. A little tnlciil or knowledge, 


use of proper words in proper places be the .soul 
ol eloquence, qcver did human being possess tlie 
art in higher perfection than Napoleon. 

“ No words can c.onvoT| an adequate idea oi 
the indefatigable^ octivity of the Emperor, or of 
liis extraordinary power of undergoing mental or 
bodily fatigue. He. brought to the labours of the 
cabinet a degree of industry, vigour, and iiena- 
tratioii which was altogether astonbhing. Those 
who were moat in hU (»nfidencc wore never weary 
of expressing their admiration nt the acuteness, 
decLrion, and rich flow of ideas which 5istin- 
gbished his thoughts when engaged in bminoss. 
No onebetternnderstood or more thoronghly prac¬ 
tised De Witt’s celebrated maxim, the justice of 
which is probably wall known toall engaged exten¬ 
sively in active life,that the great, sqpret of getting 
through active busiucss is to take up everything 
in its order, and to do only one tiling at a rime 
During a campaign, be set no bounds to Hm 
fatigue which he uuderwont. Often, after rea^ 
*ing despatches, or dictating orders to on^set of 
socretones, dnring the whole day, he would com¬ 
mence with anotlier relay at night, and, with the 
exception of a few hours* sleep on a soft, keep 


I doubtless, goes a gras "Way with an ciiiperor, 
i and suspicions might have hce^acigertained that 
tho accounts transmitted to u.s by his confeinpo- 
raries of the ability of bis converfcition w'oro 
exaggerated, did not ample and decisive c.vidonco 
of it remain in the Jleraorials of St. Helena, and 
the luminous speeches, su|wirior to any other at 
the couneil-board.^hich are rcTOrded by Thi- 
baudeau and Pedet, in their interesting works on 
tho Council #f State during tho Consulate and 
Empire.” 

iMlson's History of Europe, r»l, tv., eliap. Ixx. 

In glarlns! f<iTiir;MfiMi<)n to tiu- farts whfrJi even .^Ir 
Arehlhulit AIlsou U runtitrnine'l to ri'fiiril, ho emlc-’t- 
TOura, in Hie folios o'({ trims of rrcKlttw deimuclatlon, 
to exuise till* iti»oieD(.e and tlie aitgresslvnTif the Kntish 
Oovt'inmenl 

“ If we eiltemplate him in one view, never was any 
chaiwO-r recorded m liMorjr more worthy Of mitvotsal 
detentstiori. tohold a single indl vMaal, (br the pur¬ 

poses of his uw7 atniilt Ion, consfifnint; whole (fsnentioua 
of men to an nnllrocly itrare, dewdaUng osery oouQtry 
•>f KuroM hy tho whirlwind of conquest, and eamlag tlie 
support anli attachment of his own rabjoets by turning 
'them loose to nlimder and oppress ail mauMnd, In iliu 
prosecution of tlicse objects we see bimdietefred by no 
difficulties, daanted by no dangers, bound by bo tmatles, 
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If tlicro be such a thing as moral demonstra¬ 
tion, it is in these pnges demonstrated that the 
Allies are responsible fur the wars which'suc¬ 
ceeded the French Hevolutlon. Whatever reck¬ 
less assertions individuals^ay make, no intelli¬ 
gent man will attempt to prove tiic reverse from 
historicais document. It is easy to ring the 
changes upon *' mons^r,” “ insatiable ambition,” 
“ bloodthirsty conqueror,’’ ‘Hyrant,” “usurper 
but the fact that France was heroically strug¬ 
gling, in self-defence, for national independence, 
iigaiust the encroachments of her banded foes, 
no man can deny. War was as liostife to Napo¬ 
leon’s iiiteresfii us to his wishes, lie w'us Waileef 
bycoalition after co.alilion of tbo despotsof Europe 
ia a never-ending scries, until rrance, aft^'r a long 
and glorious struggle, fell, overwhelmed by num¬ 
bers, and wristocnicy again riveted upou Europe 
her chains. 

TJiis is so far mlraitterl liy the despots them¬ 
selves, that {{.»ey urge, ill exicnualion, tliat the 
doiyocrafic governim nt of l'’rf>nee wa- so dun- 
gerous to the repute -pf I'iuntpu that it was 
m'CO,ssary fur the snrronmliug jnivernnienl*,, in 
self defence, to iti ili-sfrii<’ln'i‘. The dcs- 


BONAPARTE. . [1813. 

honourable candpiur, “ caa3od*the entliuxiasm of 
republican Frf nee to take a military direcUoy, 
and forced tlu ‘ powerful nation into a coiiSrsc of 
policy which, *" however outrageous jk might 
appear, was in rcalitj one of necessity.! 

In ^loblc langimge, in a |pirit cbaract«|istica}Iy 
lofty, fuanlll and generous, Napolaou said to 
Lord WhitwcH-tli, when remonstrating with him 
againsf the ruplnre of the peace of Amiens, 

“ Yoijf well Rnow^ihat in all I have done it 
has liceh my object to complete the execution of 
the treatws and to secure th*C> general peace. 
Now is there, •anywhere, a stale that l.am 
threatening'i* I.ookj seek about. None, as you 
well know. If you are jealous of my designs 
upon Egypt, my lord, I^will endeavour to satisfy 
you. I iiavo thought a great deal about Egypt, 
and I shall think still more if you force ino to 
i*enew the w'at; but I will not endanger the 
peace which we ha\b enjoyed so short a time for 
the sake oi’ refonqm'ring that country, 

"'I’lic Turkish empire threatens to fall. For 
part, I sliall contribute to upliold i* as lung 
as possible. I5iit if it cramVlo to piocesj”! int 'uU 
(li.st France shall have her share. Nevertlip-leas, 


pots oti'niropekiip'v.' perfict'y wp‘!l iluif Napoleon j he ussured timt I sliall not pivcipltalo events, 
w.is the EinpcHu f iho V,•//./,'r—i mil lie wjis i “ Do you imagine tliat I deeoivis myself in rc- 


'I eh Op. .‘tP‘ oi pA’pOpKVV//,! 

:is-'’r[i.>.| i!,:vt N.ipohsm 


flic able and iieu ' 
ritjhfs. William ’’'tt 
thougli on the iM'oi;t,w 
cliainpinii of demo ’*!ie\ 
must be put, down. Wie .i N'.ipilec'ii niiidciro-! 
posals of pcaci to L:if;l.inil, it was eiptii'midpsi b) ' 
tbo British minisleis, as n rousoin^ (■ i •rcf'iMii'.i'| 


p'ardftp flic power wliieh I cscrci.se at Ibis moment 
over J raiicc and Eurojie? Now tlnit power is 
i. siili •• <h“ p h-M .iiipI ' ii'ii. great enough to allow mo to venture, with 
.iTiPt ilii.i th-r. I'or-j Ijp- i impunity, npoii an aggression, witlupul adeqiiatc 
uiotivt. The opinion of Europe would instantly 
turn against me. My political ascendency would 
i>u lost. And ac for France, it is necess.iry for 


peace and for urging on tbo war, Hint the liemo- i me to pitnve to her that war is intnle upon mo. 


cratic tcndeneic.s oT rranoe.lhn utcirmg to nnder- 
inino the tlinmos of legiliinaey, remuiticd un 
changed. “‘t‘*r.'Uieo,'’said l-ovpl.Gr.>nvilIe, “still 
retains tbo i-eiitiniont^. and is Cendant to the 
views wliieli ebiira Ip ri/^vi tbo d.iwn of her revo¬ 
lution She wlis iniu'Viiling, she is so still -she 
was Jacobin, she is 

Do.spotic Enrf.jie conxeqneutly redoubled ito 
blow's upon*tffc imperial reppiblic. France, to 
repel thiwassault, wa-- compelled to draw the 
sword. “ Tbo hostility of the European 
aristoorasy," says (Joioncl Napier, witli In'- 


that I have not pri-'voked it, in order to inspire 
her with that uathusiastic ardour wbichl purpose 
to excite ag.iinst you if you oblige mo to light. 
All the fiiult.s must be yours, mid not one ipf 
ilicm mino. 1 couf cmplutc, therefore, no uggres- 
sioil." t; 

W'as Napoleon a usurper ? It is in tliese pages 
not merely lussertod, but. proved beyond "all 
controversy, that Napoleon wns'elocfed* both to 
' the eoii'iiilar and the imperial throne by the 
almost ni.aniraou.s ^iflFragvs his comitrymon. 
\\'liether W'isely or imwi.scly, tjie French nation 
chose the C'on.snhir governmi-nt, and cle-ctcd Na- 

restiMiiieillivnppity; Tfcnl'dlcss alik* 

ami I'ulilii- l,mh, prodiR.il .it <An- of I' r ipi.n,.i ni tiH 1 which Napoleon restored to his enslaved couutrv- 

jpci'Itlc Iind fhii r"»l'‘‘<ly id bis ciieiiii. i,, uidijr.-uni ; jj , pg.jpp- to choosc won their irratitiide 
coiiailv to fbe evccraiimi- oi othernateitiJ iiid the pio- ' , “ I , ^‘‘ooso, won ineir graiuuac. 

gressive exhousiitni of In-i own. \Vc jii iecu i -i sti m j k ranee, m the exercise of JtS unquestioned right. 


sMif prh-.Ue bt-moii'I po|^on as First Consul. The act of daring by 
I’f i''i' iihui.i ni tiH I which Napoleon restored to his enslaved couutrv- 

iieiinrM, iiidiiri'i!iii I 
coii'ally to fbe evceraiiou'. oi other naleins ind the pic- ' 

gressive exhousiioii of Ins own. \Vc jmeenc i -istim j _ ^ . 

ot Kovcrnnient at home, based upon loice, and icsiiii};. dccHcd that, in the pcculi.ar circumstances in 
iipon selfistincss. wbi. l. .supi...rfe.l despots of Eu- 

It was aseflil, luid spoke ot uspe*' only hce iiise It pus:jed . J . , ,, ... .f, 

* - - ‘ rope m arms ag.am.st the Republic, With a power¬ 

ful party of Royalists at home and abroad, doing 
every i hmg in their power to organize conspiracies 
and to bring back the Bourbons, and with a 
•lacobin moo clamorous for plunder, it was in 
vain to attempt to sustain a Republic; and it is 
by uo means certain that this was not the wisest 
tneasnre which could then be adopted. 

Si( Archibald Alison, who will not be accused 
of framing apologies for Napoleon, says, in 
reference to the state of France at this time, 

“ While the Republic, ten yean of con-' 


current with nun; ahii'h ii* orei'VjxtinRuishi n I'loodiun 
and developed tulrnt. which diird np the preiieroiis fed- 
liiRS by letting tliein witbci In obscuritv, and nded 
mankind b^ selfish, l<y afloidhig tlirin unboiindi'd,grnti- 
ticatioii. Wc sec a ninii of coiisunimato Hbilitics wicUI- 
ing unlimited powers for tlic purposes nteindividuid ail- 
\aiueinent; stiMinmg n.ithnnil re8oureos*for the foster¬ 
ing of geiierul ('otriipiiion; dcsfrejing the Iidits ef 
future penei at inns In *1111' indulgencoaof the prcseii*: 
constantly spvdknig of di.-.iiiterestisl virtue, and nevei 
practising It; peipetuiilly appeuUiig to ihe-gencroM 
Hgcciiuns, and ever gnitled by the scltish; aralastiiigi} 
eoiidcmiiing want of truth in others, yet daily prumul* 
gating falsclicnds among his siibjectswitli us little hesita- 
tiou ot ho dbeborged grape-shot among hU enemlea" 
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vuloions, was relapsing into that • tato of disorder for half a ccnturj’, Europe has as'sertod. and man r 
tind#(reitkticss which is at oucoJlio consequence i.i «Vmorica have rp<cchoccl the a'-si'i'tion, tlint 
and pu'iialunent of revolntiona^ violence, the Nnpolc-oii usurped the Consular throne! ’ 

hall oW the Jacobins resounded with furious Tlio change from dhe Consiiluto to tin-F.mpire 
ducInmvioQB agtunst all tfle members of ^le Di* was an act of concession to nionarcliiciil Europe, 
rectory^ and the wbdle system, which, in every j Admitting tiiat it was a vefy unwise i Range, still 
country, has been cotinideivd ns th% basis of social | that was a qaestiou for hVauce to decide, in tlio 
union. The separation of prooerry wat, in an I exercise of her own nationality, without avking 
especial manner, the ohjec*of invectiv^ and tlie i the permission ot foreigners. This climigc w:is' 
iigrarian law, wdiich llarbamf had bequeathed to 1 not forced upon n reluctant people by a tyrant 
the last demosupts of the Kcfolution,^mivcr88lly I who was^rauipling upon their libcrtlo. It, was 
extolled as tl^ perfection oJ society. Eelix ! the free act oi the Erciich nation. ^ And who will 
Lefolletier, Arena, Drouet, and all the furious%say tifat tlio French nation had not a right to 
licvolntioiiists of the age, were there assembled, i make this change ? It may liave been li very 
and tho whole atrocitio-s of 171^11 .xpewlily held j impolitic, act. It may have been exceedingly 
up for njiplausc and inntation. In truth, it was ; gratilyingto tho nmbUion of Napoleon, Slil), it 
high time that some military leader of tomniand- ■ was a question for France, to tkeide. The French 
itig talent should seize the helm, to .sneo the ! [leoplc thought that tho substitution of inonai- 
sii^Lug fortunes of the Uopublie. Never, since • eliic'*! forms would enable ihoiii belter to su.<-liiiu 
the commencement of the war, had its }»-»pects ] tho imnciples of popnlnr cipi.iii!^ against the 
tjceii so irloomy, botli from ekternul disoter and h >stiiity of the sm rounding kings. • 


internal oppri‘“'ion.” _ * !• ” Addroscs Unwed in,''says Aiison, “ from all 

In CfiiTiinnation these viow'.s, M. Tliiors pro- i ^ll:lrrer^~--l!onl tlyi army, tin* niunieipality. tin* 
scits the foUv'witjg pietnre of Fraiiee at this tinio. ! < ities, t!ie cliamhers )f eoniiin,: Cc. all iinploring 
was g'tit-rally pcrseeulc'i; all men of: tin* Fir-t • >o esi-cnd the imperial <liroiic‘.'’ 
lif'Sionr chased trom pohiic I'ilnaiioiis; rohUir.",'Die 'b»iini->, w irli'Hit a omle dis^i'nrietit voice, 
everywhere a.s«enihled in ilieir Inl'cina) caverns [ piis*.*il (h- il •<•)•< *, ” 'I liat \ .)vii<V)n lionaparte ho 
ih'-wick"il in power, (lie !l|n^ll'0'i^^ < i.l iIk i'y'*Icii'. ,'.,i;iii'd li.np'i'ir, lUid i.s .l.af < apacifV inve.'.ted 
of I'iror thimderiiig wi th<* triliinu*. spohafK'.. : v j'h , li.- g ui‘r!i'ii:'ot „i'th,. i !*''iii*h Ijepnhlic,." 
re-i;i!iil>)i'bv'l niM''r th'.‘name of furccil l->i a-, ;'I’*! • r-i:;'" i.t ti U dei n <-wa* i('foi’r*’<l to llm 


as' is>-l!iuriou projiart-il; tbnusiuids of victims ai I 
rcii'K ih ’IiTioU..d, iniih-r tlic nam'.* of bo.t.iC'*.'- ■ 
the *’y:nal (or pdinge, mnnler, aivi v’lMiilacralim: j 
aiix.jc'-iy looked i-ji* couched iti Iht ward-, do* j 
‘country is in danger,’ die s.ime ciie-i, tiic same j 
sJiov.ts. were lieard in the club.s u*. in ITlf!; tin- 
same c.xccutioiiors, the same victims; liberty, 
property, could no longer lie sai<l to exist; the 
riti/eiih had no seciwily for their lives, tlie .stale 
for its finances. All ]-,^irtipc was in aniisngninst 
11- America, eM'n, hud declared against mir; 
tyranny; our armies were routed, onr ecinjui-stij! 
lost, the territory of the Itepubiic menaced with | 
inviusion." j 

That, under t’gc.Si* cirAmstances. France j 
should have decided upon a ciiaiige of tho form i 
of government, ii fiot struiigii. Still, it matters! 
not whether Franco n'-iod wi.sely or foolish lyVnJ 
in.xkiiig the change. The act was an cxcrciao of 
her own undoulited right. To accuse Napoleon of 
usurpation for his co-operation with hi» t'ountry- 
mcn iu that act is surely unjust. “Napolcwi,” 
said Fontanes, ‘‘dethroned nothing hut anarchy." 

As a mob of a few hundred individunls can 
overrun a whole city, so c.au a few resolute per-! 
sons, holding tho reins of govcniment, trample 1 
uiioii a whole nation. An overwholmhig majority 
of the people of France xvere opposed to this j 
anarchy. So universal was the dcsira for the 
( onsular government, that it was established, i 
say,s Alison, “with entire unanimity." Nnpo- 
lei|p was placed upon the Consular throng by 
three millions eleven hundred and seven votes. 
Only tifteen hundred and sixty-two votes were 
cast In the negative. Such unanimity is unpre¬ 
cedented in the history of the world, ^d yet, 


pc i|'!’ ' 'I'hi' ;i|ip" 11 til tin* snys Alison, 

'•DM ; I'.', I -1 t liat llic I ir-t < iiiisul, ill asi-nmiiig 
flic i'liri.^'ia! iigiiity, li:iii ( wly :ictc*i in accordniii’o 
with (111- wi-Ill's (if till- iii,iin‘Tisi-' imijorily of tin* 
miti •!, It-gisifTi were o|>.*ncd in every eom- 
imiiie. ill I'niii"'', and the result sinewed that tlw'i'** 
wore tlir'*" ni'llinas live Inimireil niiif seventy-two 
(honsatiil tlirea Inmdri’d and tivcnly nine votc.s ;:i 
the iillinmaive, and ..'.ly t wo ^tlioiisund fi'*' 
inimireil aiid.sixly-nmc in ihi* ncgntivc. Hfitory 
has rocord*’il no o.xiinq>]|i << so iiiiimiitious an iq* ■ 
proiiMtiori i>l tim fomuiiiti'iii of tf 

And yet Napoleon has been .so imiversally 
called !i usurper, that one becomes nlnnf^t uii out¬ 
law from oriliiiary literary courtesies by ventnting 
to aflinn ihiit he was not. In ru.spi-it this ro- 
cailcd usurpation. Sir VVuller .Scott say.s, “ Aiiiilhcr 
and a more fni-mi'lu iji'etloii remain I ix-liind, 
which pervaded llio wliolc pretendf.,! aurreiidcr 
by tho Fri'iiehjiatioii of tie ir iiliertie,, and ren¬ 
dered it void, null, and wiiliout liirco or olVect 
wliatsocvcr. It was from tho I'oiimnmcemont 
wliatjufists call n jiar/um In i'/inlo ; tlio peoplo 
gave that vvliieli tlivy had ivt right to siirronder, 
and Bori.'ipanc aeci-pt*;>l that which he had tio 
title to lake at. their hiind». '1 he pnnf/Io are ia 
this respect like minors, to wlicm flic law assures 
their propcrf'.it hut invests tiicm v/illi no title to 
give it away^r eoiisume it; the national privi¬ 
leges are an ei^e entailed /rom g<aieriition to 
*gcr\enitii>n, and they c-iii neither be tho subji-ct of 
g^, fcscbingf, nor .suri'< iidcr by those ‘who enjoy 
tije usufnmf or temporary possession of them.'’ 

Tills plump denial of the right o^France to 
ehoo.se its own ruler and its own form of govern¬ 
ment, though the t^nivenal doctrine ^ dcsootiu 
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Enrope, will find fow advocates iu republican 1 
America. American freomen will dpdare, iti tbe 
language of Napoleon, that tho sovereignty 
dwells u the nation;* ud t}iey will also declare 
that Napoleon, elected to the highest ofiBce in 
the State by the free toSrago of the nation, was 
no usurper. • , , 

That a European Loyalist, AieriRhing the views 
*^or Sir Walter Scott, should call Napoleon a 
usurper, is perhaps not strat^ge; but that any 
American should ro'ccdio that cry, thus denying 
to the people of France tho right to ajopt their 
own form of government njid to choose thebr own 
ruler, is strange indeed. England, in her leading 
journals, has neaped such insult upon the demo¬ 
cratic institutions of America as to create in the 
United States nnfriendly feelings, which half a 
century of kindly intcrcoarsa will hardly cfttico. 
It would be well for the United States u^t to 
imitate her o^isive example. 

Bpt it may bo asked, admitting that Napoleon 
was entitled to the throne by tho votes oi th^ 
people, did he notafterwards abuse that power?— 
did he cot become a tyrant ?—^did ho not tnuuple 
tho liberties of lus country in tite dust ? Despots, 
who were fighting against him, say that ho did ; 
but the French people, who placed him on the 
throne, who sustained him with their love, and 
who still adore lus memory, say tlmt ho did not. 
Napoleon and the nation acted together, and 
struggled, shoulder to shoulder, in the tremendous 
conflict with their foes. The most rigorous mea¬ 
sures which he adopted, tho nation^ approved of 
and sustained. Perhaps they wore'unwise; but 
the people and their Emperor went hand in hand 
in all the sncriiiccs which wero made, and in nil 
those hcrculcflid eflerts which bailed their enemies 
and astounded the world. In tho feariul peril 
which environed them, ^hey deemu'dthe conscrip¬ 
tion n^ces-sary, *laud the censorship of the press 
necessary, and the rmcentration of dictatorial 
power in the bauds of Napoleon necessary. Ad¬ 
mitting thnttlicy judged unwisely, still they did 
so judge.* They deemod N.apolcou tho sariourof 
France. They loved him for what he did as 
monarch«was never loved before. , 

This is proved beyond all intelligent denial by 
the enthusiasm with whioh tho French nation 
cverrallied around their Emperor, by tho rcadinoas j 
witlt wliicli the French people followed him to 
Marengo, to Au-sterUU, and to^’iloscow, over 
ready to shod their blood like water in defence of 
their Emperor, and of the institutions which he 
had conferred upon them. I 4 is proved T>y the 
almoat supernatural enthusiasm with which 
Franco, oj one man, rose to welcome Na]>oleon 
lipou Ws return from Elba. It is proved by the 
universal demand of France, after^liis death, for 
bis revered remains, that his ashes (night repose 
among the people ^e loved so weU. It is proved 
by the gorgeous mausoleum whicn the nation has' 
reared to his memory, and hy the aff^t ion, tlie 
adoration almost, with which his ai^o is ndW 
pronounced in every peasant's hut in Francb. 
Tyranny docs not bear such fruit. To call such 
n man'^a tvrnnt is absurd. The autocrat and 
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the anarchist may hate the prindples of Ills jp- 
vemment; but lb who wins through Ufe, and gRew 
death, the bloswtgs of a nation, and whose re- 
Borrection from the grave wonld win Mm that 
nation a, shout of grathude and love, mu^ as tho 
world has nerer seen paralleled, surely must not 
be called a tyijint. ' 

“ An apology, or rather a palliation,” says Sir 
Walter Scott, Bonaparte’s usurpation has 
been sot &p by himself and lus more ardent ad¬ 
mirers, aniF we ore desirous of giving to it ail the 
weight wbmtt it shall bo found to deserve. They 
'have said, and with great reason, mat Bonaparte, 
viewed in his general conduct, was no selfish 
usurper, and that the mode in which he acquired 
his power was gilded ov£r by the use whidi he 
made of it. T/tis is true; for wo will not under¬ 
rate tho merits which Napoleon acquired, hy 
observing that shrewd politicians have been of 
opinion that sovereigns who have only a quh- 
iiombk right to their nnthority nre compelled, 
wtyc it but for their own sakes, to govern iu such 
a manner as to make the county feel Us a^antages 
in submilting to their government. We grant, wil¬ 
lingly, that in much of ids internal administra¬ 
tion Bonaparte showed that he desired to have 
no advantage separate from that of France, that 
he conceived her interests to be connected with 
his glory, that ho expended his wealth in orna¬ 
menting tho Empire, and not upon objects more 
immediately personal to himself. Wo have no 
donbt that ho luad more pleasure in seeing treasures 
of art added to the mnsoum than in banging 
them upon the walls of bis own palace; and that 
he spoko truly when he said that he grudged 
dosephino the expensive plants with which she 
decorated her residence at Malmaison, becaiue 
her taste interfered with the public botanical 
giurden of Paris. Wo allow, therefore, that Bona¬ 
parte fully identified biiYSclf with the country 
which he had rcudereA his patrimony', and that, 
while it shonld bo called by his name, he was 
desirous of investing it with s« much externd 
splendour and os much internal prosperity as his 
gigantic schemes w^o abl^ to compass. 

“ No doubt it may be said^ so completely was 
tlio country identified with <^ts ruler, that as 
France had nothing but what belonged to its 
I Emperor, he was, in fact, improving bis own 
estate when he advanced her public works, and 
could no more be said to lose sight of his own 
intorcst than a private gentleman does who xwg- 
lects his garden to omaawnt his park. But it 
is not fair to press the motives of htunan nature 
to their last retreat, iu which something like 
a taint of self-interest may so often be dis¬ 
covered. 

“It is eaong^ to reply, that the selfishness 
which embraces the interests of a whole kingdom 
is of a kind $0 liberal, so extended, and so r^ed 
as to be closely nln d to patriotism, and that the 
goa>]j[ intendons of Bonaparte towards that France 
over whioh he mlad with despotic sway can be 
no more donbted than the affections of an arbi¬ 
trary fadter, whose olyeot it is to make the soq 
presperops and hippy, to which he annexes th« 
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•oeljf condition that be sIwU be implicitly obe£ent 
to every tittle of hie will." * 

, In anoh laoeuage does one of the most hostile 
of Na^Ieon’s historians ittnctantly acknowledge 
Lis ff^tness as a scArereign. 0 
The Cbng^Bs of Laybach was htnd by the 
allied sovffeigns of Anstria, Russia, ani Prussia 
in the year 1821. It was on ^is ocrasion that 
the Emperor of Austria made his famous speech 
to the professqn of the Unifersity h^that city. 

“ Be carcfm,” said he, “ not te teach your 
pupils too mncu. I do not want learned or soien* 
tiiic men. I want obedient sabjects." 

Laybach was the coital of those Illyrian pro¬ 
vinces into which NapAeou bad infused the intel- 
lectnal life of civil and religions liberty. At the 
close of the Congeeas the allied sovereigns issned 
n^declaration insulting to She moinory of Napo¬ 
leon. This called forth the following observa¬ 
tions from the pen of the Abbf* do 1‘radt, Arch- 


intelligont ipan has ventured to deny that the 
popularity of Napoleon was real and almost 
bonndless, and thak the people of France, with 
enthusiasm uAparaUelud, raised him to power. 
There were in Paris gAorals and* statesmen 
of commanding diarao^r, vast infincuce, and 
loRv pride, who ^eie watching the proceedings 
with the eagle eye of rivalry, but neither thed 
nor since have th^y ventured to afllrm that there 
was any unfairness in the elections. Even Sir 
Walter ocott admits the unanimity to bo un¬ 
deniable, and endeavours to account for it by 
saying— . 

“ The rich favoured Bonaparte for the sake of 
protection; the poor for that of relief; the emi¬ 
grants because they desired to rcturW to France; 
the men of thg Kevolntion because they were 
afrqjd of ^ing banished from it; tho sanguine 
and courageous crowded around ^is standard in 
hope of victory; the timid cowered behind it in 


bishop of Malincs. It is a noble atonement for Uhc desire of safety." 

i :-*—P For those rcasoiiB ho says tliat It is Bot Strange 

that the Consularlhrono should have hfen erected 
is defenceless, after having for so tnuiiy years : by the general sanotion of the people. AU agree 
crouched at his feet while he had the power to ' tliat Napoleon was elcTUtcd to the snprome power 
}>iinish. Those who ora armed should respect a | by on outburst of popular enthusiasm. That 


disarmed enemy. The glory of a eoDf|iiPror, in 
a great measure, depends on tho just considera¬ 
tion shown towords the captive, particularly when 
he yields to superior force, not to superior genius. 
It IS too late to call Napoleon a rovolntioiiist, 
after having, for such a length of time, pro¬ 
nounced him to be the restorer of orderjn France, 
and, consequently, in Europe. It is odious to 
see the shaft of insult aimed at him by those who 
once stretched forth their bands to him ns a 
friend, pledged their futh to him as an ally, 
sought to prop a tottering throne by mingling 
their blood with his. | 

^^This representative of a revolution, which is 
condemned as a principU of anarchy, like another 
Justinian, drewAp, amid the diu of war and the 
snares of foreign policy, those codes which are 
the least defective action 91 human legislation, 
and eonstmeted most vigorous mochiue of 
govemnrent in thS whole world. This represeu- 
tative of a revolution, which is vulgarly acci^d 
of having nAwrted all inttUutums, restorra univer¬ 
sities and publio schools, iHled his Empire with 
the maste^eoes of art, and accomplished those 
stupendous and amazing works which reflect 
hononnem hnmon genins. And 3 »t, in the face 
of the Alps, whioh bowed down at his command; 
of the ocean sobdoed at Xlherbourg, at Flushing, 
at the Helder, and at Antwerp; of rivers smoothly 
flowing beneatii the bridges of ^ena, Series, Bor- 
deanx, and Turin; ofeai^imiringneastogsthflr 
in a course beyond the coated of Neptune; SiaUy, 
in the face m Paris, metomorpiiosed as it is by 

vw_1 __ 1.^ i-_A.* X»_- __ .t % 


general annihilarioa I He, who restored ^ is 
said to he tho representarivn of thatwriiHA de« 
streyed ah! To what nndisoenringmea ht ibis 
language eunposed to be addressed^ « 

biatonaos oliko admit the hones^ of these 
elaettonsttd the Mraeii oitheMretorns. No 


Najtolcon was and is the idol of France, no intel¬ 
ligent man will deny. Hostility must bo driven 
to utter desperation before it can vontnre to 
allirm that the suiTrages of the B'ronch people 
were not given to Napoleon. His nneonstraiued 
eloctioisto tfic chief magistracy of Franco is as 
demonstrative as imy truth which history has 
recorded. Aud with this fact thus established 
beyond all cavil, for ever palsied must be tho 
tonguo that wilVcontinue to say t(ftho Emperor, 
“ Thou art ajasurpor." 


* CIIAPTEU LVII. • 

TRiusirna at dcesdeh. 

Ezultotlou of tho Allies—Mai’cli to the Klls:—TiiO attack 
of the Allies upon Urcsrlen—SatiK'ilnury battle— 
Oerne at iitmttury—Qhioniy iu(jht—The fall of Sloreaa 
—Tostlinoiiy of f;aulalnenoit--'lhe soldier rovarUed 
—Sudden siekiiess of .Siipuleon—Uiiujipected dlsastera 
—Energy of tie Emperor. 

Ok tho 12th of August, 1S13, Austria ag^ 
joined tho great coalition of the eovereigns of 
Europe to crush J^apoleon, and, with him; to 
crush all hopes of j»oiiiilar liberty on tlie Conti¬ 
nent. The anticipated tidings of tlii% abandon¬ 
ment of Napoleon by Francis, and of the march 
of two hnndjjpd thousaud Austrians to swell the 
ranks of tb6 Allies, was received in the IiosUle 
camp witli m^onniled exultation. The inteHi- 


Napoleon, he is pronounced to be the agent of gence spread trom corps to corps of their atmioa, 


E * snlng shouts of joy. 'Brilliant rockets 
d vb skies, and howres blazed along the 
its of the Bohemian moontains. _ The Allies 
hod now augmented thrir forces to nve hnndred 
thousand man. Napoleon could c^oae to this 
immense ona^ bul two hundred an? rizty thof- 
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Mod soldien. General Jontiini, the Benediift 
Arnold of France, having deserted*and passed 
over to the enemy, communicated to the Allies 
all his knowledge of the posdW of the French 
army, and ^ tlie order^of the Emperor. Moreau 
and Bernadotte, caressed by the haughty mon> 
archs of the coalition, plhnnedche campaign. 

I This important matter had been confided to 
them, as best understanding the tnctic.s of that 
noble foe, before whoso renn^-n the Allies still 
trembled. The orders which these generals issued 
showed how^litKo reliance they ventured to place 
on the vast numerical superiority of^the Allies. 
No general was to allow himself to bc*drawn into 
a battle. Each one was to do ovorything in his 
power to builder the French by false demon¬ 
strations. Should any maiio'uvre succeed in thus 
withdrawing the Emperor from his ccntr.al posi¬ 
tion, otlier troo^ were to advance and attack*his 
marshals wliilo^lio dreaded Ktnperor was absent 
Thoy%opcd tlius to bailie and elude'him, till his 
resources should be exhausted and his army* 
wasted away. They could thcfi, with the count¬ 
less thoijsa^ids of troops at tlic (ii»j)osal of these 
ailiod monarchies, either destroy him or make 
him a prisoner. 

It was a wiso plan, which Napoleon ut once 
divined. Instead, therefore, of waiting to ho 
attacked, as had been his original plan, lie took 
the divisions of Ney and Macdonald, and rushed 
upon “ the debauched old dragoon,'* Bluchcr, 
who, with eighty thousand UiisHiniis an^ J’rus- 
aians, was posted in advance of BrcMuii. Blii- 
chcr, faithful to liis instructions, fled. A culiinin 
of twenty-five thousand Prussians was, however, 
overtaken niicLfontcd. Immediately the grand 
army of tho Allies, two luindred tn()us.and strong, 
broke up its cticampment among tile Bohemian 
mountains, and* tho imfinncniblc host poured 
down tlirongh all tJin defiles of tho Er/gebirge 
to attack Dresdeia 11% ^tJaxon capital was de¬ 
fended by St. €y4'alone, with but thirty thousand 
men. It v^os of the utmost importnne,^ to Nupo- 
loon to retain possu.ssion of thi.s city, since it w.hs 
tho pivot Ills oper.'itions, and tho key to iiis 
lino of communications with Paris, /.caving 
Macdonald, therefore, to hold Bliu hcr in check, 
Napoleon, with the Imperifil Guard and the 
troops of Ney, returned rapidly to the JClbe. 
The march of Napoleon on this liccasion was 
conducted with such celerity as to amaze even 
those who were noenstomed to his almost super¬ 
natural energy. , • 

On the evening of tho 2oth. the heights which 
surrounded Dresden -teere glittering with the 
arms of file allied host. Dreadful was tho 
consternation in tlie city. This beaj^ihil capital 
of Saxony contained about sixty thousand 
inhabitants, dwelling peacefully in their homes, 
army of two hnn'&red thonsant men was all 
planting its batteries to rain down upon 
^ ju\vote'd city a horrible tempest of dae#nction.' 
pron*'®“P® of St. Cyr were insufficient to man' 
Tyra'^* anS defences of the city. He, however, 
g ]nid to be true to his trust, and to defend his 
to tho iKst possible momeht The inhabi¬ 


tants, fathers, m^hers, and cluldrto, trembpngo 
in view of the impending horrors, were anxious 
to capitulate. St. Cyr could not listen to^uch a 
word, ^uch are the stem necessities of d^oni- 
acol war. g ‘ ■ 

At midnight ho despatched the Tollowiag 
urgent njiessagS to Napoleon:—“An immense 
army, composed t of Rnssians, Prnssians, and 
Austrians,*^is at this moment all around Dresden^ 
with a prodigious train of nrtille|^. From the 
vast amounf^f foiy-e which he hlto collected, it 
would appear that the enemy undetermined 4o 
Iiazard an immediate attack, knowing that your 
Majesty is not far off, though perhaps not sus¬ 
pecting that you are so ndsr as you actually are. 
We are determined to do all in our power, though 
I can answer for nothing more, with such young 
soldiers." • 

Tho next morning die assault commenccti. 
In six immense colnmns, each headed by filly 

S B of artillery, the foe advanced against the 
. The batteries opened^ their firefc Tho 
storm of war concentrated idl its fury upon those 
thronged darellings. Tho balls and shells fell 
thickly in the crowded streets. The pavements 
were red with blood. Gory bodies were strewed 
over the shattered parlours of refinement and 
luxury. There was no place of safety for mother, 
or infant, or maiden. Two regiments of West¬ 
phalian linsaars, deeming Napoleon's fate now 
sealed, abandoned their posts in the g.irrison, and 
went over to the Allies. The terrified inhabitants 
were c‘lam|;uring for a surrender. In the mean¬ 
time, Napoleon pressed forward with the ntmo.st 
earnestness. Courier after courier met him, in 
breathless haste, announcing that the feeble 
garrison could hold out but a short time longer. 
Napoleon, in advance of tho main body of his 
troops, soon arrived upon a height which gave 
him a view of the distant city. With his glass 
ho saw the French desperately fighting in the 
redoubts and behind Uio workswhile the be¬ 
leaguering hosts, in interminable lines, seemed 
to threaten their ims*ediat| and entire destruc¬ 
tion. His horses were spnrreif onward at their 
utmost speed. The Allies swe^t the rood over 
which Napoleon was to pass with grape-shot and 
shclN. So violent was the fire of bullets from 
the Itusaian batteries on tho one side, and of 
bombs from the redoubt Marcellini on the other, 
that jibe Emperor was compelled to leave bis 
carriage and ^verse the exposed portions on 
foot. While the air was filled with tne missiles 
of death, and the ground was ploughed into funro wa 
at his feet, he passed along unharmed. 

It was now nearly mid-day. Suddenly loud 
acclamations •and cries of “ Vf« VEmpereurl" 
were heard in the direction of the river, and Na¬ 
poleon appeared, accompanied by universal and 
most enthnsiastic demonstrarions of joy. Ha 
immediately rode to the palace of the aged King^ 
and ^eeiw the royal family by the assurance 
that his Guard, and a division of uxty thousand 
troops* would soon he in the city. Canlsdncont^.. 
who accoippanied the Emperor at this time* 
says— ^ 
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, “It would be impoBsiblo tolcicnbo tbe de-passed away. Thonsands were reduced from 
moifttraiioDS of joy evinced by^he troops when' competency tp bepRory; thousands, ninugled and 
they beheld the Emperor at the further end of , deformed, passed tlio remainder of tlieir wretched 
' the bridge. Both the li^ung and Old Guard lives, objects of pityand repulsion. Parents were 
marched forward to ipeet him. The jo}f>u3 en-1 rendered ohildless. Children were mode orphans; 
thnsiasm ef the troops was raised fo the highest! and once happy mothers, jSunged suddenly into 
possible degree. ‘There he is! tltere be*is! that the desolations of no ver^ and widowhood, lin- 
is he!’ they exclaimed, |md i^iouts rlhouudcd gered through th# remainder of their three- 
%long the whole banks* of the ri^r. The score years and ton in the endurance of woes* 
authority of the officers wi^ insufficient to re- which death along could terminate. By such 
strain the troo^. e i measarcs of carnage and misery, the despots of 

P' Let them* alone, let therfl alotib,’ said the I Europe finally succeeded in crashing those prin- 
Emperor. ‘ They will presently make room foif^ ciples of popular liberty wliiel^ tliroatoned to 
me to lead them on to face the enemy.’ overtnrn their thrones. 

“These words wer%repeated from month to At length Napoleon, whom the Allies did not 
mouth, and in a few moments the troops wore ns yet suspoct of b^ng in the city, seising the 
almost stifling each other in their efforts to make proper mumeut, directed Murat to make n soilio 
room for us. Napoleon’s entry into Dresden was on the right, Mortier on the left, and Ncy to 
titlytriumphBJ,and itwiIl*nover bo forgotten by plcrf o the centre of tlio allied army. Withtfieir 
tliose who witnessed it. As wo approached the iiocustomod impetuosity, those troaps rushed from 
city, nothing was lioard but clapping of hands the cit^*, an^f'cll npunthe foe wit* such dc^era- 
and cries of enthusiasm, bleu, women, aind j^ion of valour, that tlie assailing columns m the 
children mingled #ith the troops and escorted us j combined army broke and fled in all directions, 
to the paliuio. Tlie consternation and alarm 'J’ho cavalry of life Guard immediately swept the 
which hud liitherto prevailed were now sue* plain, and cut down all who attempted V^istanco. 
ceeded by boundless joy and confidence.” Brinco Sell wartsonberg stood by the side of 

The Emperor rode out of the city to examine Aiexrindor and Frederick VVilliani, upon an emi- 
the exterior works. lie was accompanied but by j neneo wltiuli commanded the field of battle, 
a single page, that he might avoid attracting J When lio saw tliis discomfiture, so sudden, so 
observation. 'l ie youth was struck down at his unexpected, he said to his royal companions, 
side by a mnsl- ct.^ball. With his aocusloiiied “ The Emperor must certainly be in Dresden. 
proinptiics.s, Nup> lo m formed his plan to repel The favourable moment for carrying the city has 
his assailants. Soon the Guard and the cuiras- been h»t. The uUnoat w6 can now hope is to, 
siers came pouring like a torrent ovoiwtho bridge rally." * 

into the city. Almost perishing with thirst, and In the midst of this dreadful fight, two French 
fainting beneath tlie rays of a blazing sun, these redoubts were taken by an overwhelming force 
devoted men, fully aware of the dreadful emcr- of the enemy. #v'apolean,pcrcci7ng the disaster, 
gency, refused to lose a moment even to re<!cive which tlireajened serious consequences, imme- 
thcrefreshments which the inhabitants gratefully diateiy placed himself ^t the head of a body of 
offered them. Withlut the slightest confusion, troops, and galloped forward tlfroiigh a jjorin. of 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery took their ap- bullets for their recapture. Nearly all his aides* 
pointed positions in the various suburbs, and the do-camp were struck uown atiiis side by tlie shot 
conflict raged Wth redoubled horror. The bat- of the enemy. But ho recoveftdP the redoubts, 
tories of the Allies, numbmng six or seven hnn- and rncxiived no wuiiud. • 

dred guns, wereeforftied in a semicircle, and the ” It was curious,’’ says Cauloincourt, “ to ob- 
balls and Bhell% falling without intermission serve the uttachmeiit, confidence, aiu^f'uniiliaritv 
in the thronged streets of Dresden, produced which existed between the humblest ot the sol- 
awful devastation. t ‘ and the most absolute sovereign that evw 

The incessant roar of more than a thousand existed. There wRs not one of Na|ioleon*M inU- 
pieces of artillery, the rattling o£ the musketry, mate friends wlio would liaye ventured to indulge 
the shouts (ff three hundred thousand combatants, in that sort ot' companionship whicli was kept op 
the frequent explosion of ammunition waggons, between the Emperor and his old tVuslac/uui and 
the bursting of shells, the heavywolling of gun- these samo men would not have ventured to 
carriages, and of all the ponderous engineiy of spealc to one of (heir lieutenants in the familiat 
war over the pavements; the flames, wmoh were tune in wliich tliey iiddn'ssed the redoubted chief 
bursting out in all parts ^the city: tlM enffocat- of the army. 'I’hey regarded Nupeleon as a 
ing clouds of smoke, which darkened the ran, and being different from uU others, uua combining 
piwuoed almost midnight gtoom{*the shrieks of witiiin him|pirthe attributes of so vereign,coontry, 
the woimded women and cbuih^n, who wweeveiy and famil/. He inspired them with a language 
moment mangled by the bullets, balls, and shells, which they ^dressed ouhr to him, and wozds 
whicli, like hailstones, were fltiling upon tSe which they uttered only in uis presence. Nothmg 
•dwellings and in the streets, presented a sgene of, used to amuse Napoleon so much m this fa. 
mime, of horror, and of woe, which*nelther pen, miUaril|)nof the Soldiery, and he always r^Ued 
nor pencil can delineate, and which no imsgina- to them with true paternal kindness.” 
lion can oonedve. It wasawoewfalchoiAtmaed As the day advanced, the vidlenoe of the 
long, long after the dreadful storm of war had storm increasM, and the tain fell m floods. Still 
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the dretdrul battle ngei. One iDceasant roar of 
destraction swept the. Sell, mingling with the 
dismal wdilings of the storm. Napoleon had 
been on horsebodk since the bresJc of day, and 
was soaked to the skin. The sleeplessness and 
incredibleatoU of ina*y days and nights had so 
exhausted his physical energies, thaf an appear¬ 
ance of extreme lassitdde wdt observable in all 
ehis movements. 

A battalion of the grcnadicnofhis Old Guard 
had, for many hours, repulsed* repeated and ter¬ 
rific attacks from the powerful cavali^ of the 
enemy. The Conservation of that batterj was 
of immense importance. At one 9 i<»ticnt the 
enemy’s fire appeared to relax, und Napoleon, 
observing tbo circumstance, put 8j>urs to bis 
horse, and^galloped between the guns- of the 
battery and the enemy's cavalry, to speak a 
word of encouragement to bis soldiers. Piles 
oT the dying (w>.d of the dead ciicumburod the 
ground. * ^ 

“ 'ftiis position costs us dear," said ho sadly.^ 
Then, turning to its brave defenders, he added, 
witli II look of satisfaction, “1 know that my 
Guard would not surrender it to the Russians.” 

“Let'them couie back again at their peril,” 
exclaimed an old artilleryman, wlio had received 
a frightful sabre gash upon his iicad, which was 
bandaged with a handkerchief saturated with 
blood. Then turning to the P^mperor, he said, 
“ But this is not a tit place for yon. You are 
more ill than any of us. Go and take some 
rest.” , 

* “I will, my friend,” smd the clmperor, ‘‘ when 
we have won tbo battle." 

“ My comrade is right," rejoined a veteran 
grona^er. “ Js^bur Majesty is to the skin. 
Pray go and get your clothes changed.” lie 
uttered those words in tones of tenderness and 
snpplicatioD, axnAi as a clhid would address to a 
beloved father. 

“I will rest,” Napoloon^lroplied, “when you 
can all rest, ifty^ads—^tbat is to say, wlicn the 
battle is envied.” 

“ I know that your Majesty has tliat battery 
at heart," Mntiimcd the gi-cnadier, “ but we will 
take care that the Russians do not get it; will 
we not, comradc-s?” He was answered by a 
shout of acquiescence from aH around tlie guns. 
“ Now, sire,” ho added, “ since wo answer for the 
safety of the battery, surely you •may go and 
take a little rest.” 

“ Very well, my good friends, very well," said 
Napoleon, regarding these dqyoted men* with 
a grateful smile; “ I trust to you.” Then, 
plunging his spurs into his horse, he again dis¬ 
appeared in*the smoke and the confusion of the 
battle. He rode tlirongh stonns of^ape-shot, 
and anim^ed bis soldiers by presehting him¬ 
self at every point where danger was most 
imminent. * 

“ Only those," says Canlaincourt, “ who knew 
Napoleon in the iutercourse of privatw Cfe can 
render jnstice to bis character. For my part, I 
know him, dk it were, by heart; and in propor¬ 
tion as time separates os, he appears to me like 
(> • 


a beautiful dseati. And would you believe that, 
in my recollecdons of Napoleon, that which* 
seems to me tir approach most nearly to ideal 
excellence is not the hero, filling tho world with 
his gigantic fame, bu8 the man, viewed,*in the 
relations qf pAvate life. Tms is a cont^E which 
often ail^irds iqp a theme for curious and inte¬ 
resting ifeilectioiis.” 

Night came, with hlouds, and darkness, and 
floods of run. With pitiless violence the torrenth 
fell allthe jiight lofig, drenebin^f the exhausted 
troops. In •the darkness tho defeated Allies 
'/allied Ytpbh 'the Iteights from whence they laid 
descended with so much confidence in the morn¬ 
ing. Napoleon, allowing himself no rest, was 
hour after hour employe dictating despatches. 
An immense weight of anxiety, however, evi¬ 
dently oppressed his mind, lie saw clearly the 
most insuperable diifieulties of his position, t 

At midnight he, for some moments, with 
hurfied steps, and in perfect silence, paced up 
aiiiV donm his chamber. Then, suddenly i<|;oppitig 
.^bort, and turning to Caulyiuconrt, be said, 
w'ithout introducing the subject with any pre¬ 
liminary remark-— 

“Murat has arrived.” 

Then be again resumed his walk, apparently 
absorbed in deep thought. After a short silence 
be again stopped, and, fixing his eye upon 
Cauluiiicourt, continued— 

“ I have given him the command of my 
Guard." 

The Duke of Vicenza, remembering Murat's 
unworthy (.conduct at tlie close of the* retreat 
from Moscow, could not repress a gesture of 
astonishiiient. 

*• Ah! indeed," Napoleon quickly added, “ I 
thought that you would be surprised. At fii^t 1 
gave him a bad reception, but finally I yielded 
to bis importnnities. He, a(: least, will not be¬ 
tray me. ('aulaincourt, there are certain fore¬ 
bodings which it is our duty to overcome. As 
long as I am fortunate, Murat will continue to 
follow my fortune. But the cares of the present 
are sufficient to occif^y mor. f, will not antici¬ 
pate the future." 

It was now an honr after midnight The cold 
stonji swept furiously tlirongh the streets, and 
drenched the poor soldiers, shivering in their 
bivouacs upon the dark and Hooded plains. Na¬ 
poleon, aware of the fearful issues which t&e 
mornbg would introduce, regardless of the 
tempest, passed from the gates of the oi^ on 
foot to visit the outposts of his army. He tra¬ 
versed tho bivouacs of his soldiers, and ad¬ 
dressed to them words of sympathy and en- 
coura^ment. He seemed to court the hotdshipe 
to which they*were exposed, and loved to have 
them know that his bm was not reposing upon 
a pillow of down while they were stretched upon 
the storm-drenched sod. After oarefolfy recon¬ 
noitring the lines the enemy, as revved by, 
tbeir cnmp-iir^ he formed bis '^4 attack 

'in the morning, and returned to bis head- 
quartets in the city. 

He imtqpdiately isined minnts dire^ns to 
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aU his 0»nb«]s and geDenili,land despatohed 
Mtfflwa to batten the march toJDresden of each 
bodies of French soldiers as yrm near the city. 
To tbi| order there was snch a prompt response, 
that, b^bre the nigbt^ad ]H»sed airay, Nipoleon 
had at ais,command a hnndred aift thirty thou¬ 
sand men. The Allies also hadareoei'Ad rein¬ 
forcements, and, with more tl^n two linndred 
thousand soldiers, were pApared to ij^new the 
ifttadc. 

A gloomy mUming of wind and spin dawned 
npon the hostile armies. With the^first rays of 
lignt ^e battle commenced. It raged with coaBe-*| 
less fury until tiiree o’clock in the afternoon. 
Napoleon was then at grery point a victor. The 
Allies were precipitancy recreating along the 
Hooded roads towards the moniitalns of Bohemia. 
Alexander and Frederick William again saw 
tiwir armies defeated, and frere again obliged to 
Heo before, tlm genius of Napoleon. The Em¬ 
peror rcocivea, as the trophies of this great 
victory • Ubtween twenty and thirty thousand 
prisoners, forty stmidards, and sixty _ pieces of 
cannon. The Allies, in killed and wounded, 
lost also more than ten thousand men. 

In the midst of this conflict, Napoleon ob¬ 
served ^at one of the batteries of his Guard 
slackened its fire. On inquiring the reason, he 
was informed that the guns were placed too low, 
and that the balls did not reach the enemy. 

“ No matter," said he, “ fire on; it is necessary 
to occupy the attention of the enemy at that 
point." 

They immediately renewed their discharges. 
At that moment a group of horsemen appeared 
on the brow of an eminence, at the distance of 
two thousand yards, to reconnoitre Napoleon's 
position, and to detect the manceuvres which the 
French troops, concealed by the mist, were exe¬ 
cuting. Napoleon re*olved to disperse them, and 
sent an order to the captain of the battery— 

“ Jettez une douzaine de boulets h la fois, dans 
ce groupe Id; "peut-ctre il y a qnelqnee petits 
genexanx." (** Throw a ^zen bullets at once 
into that groupperhaps there are some little 
generals in it.’’) , 

It so happened that Moreau was there, with 
the Empmr Alexander, pointing bhe batterifs of 
the combined despotisms agunst bis own country¬ 
men. One of the shot struck General Moreau, 
and, pasting through his horse, shockingly lace¬ 
rated both his legs. By the great disoraew into 
whioi) the group was thrown, itvwas perceived 
that some person of distinction had fallen. An 
immediate amputation was necessniy. Moreau, 
with his mangled limbs haug^g .by the sto, 
was borne on a litter, made of Costacke’ pikes, 
to a cottage at sonM distance the Held. 
The wonnoM man, daring this melancholy route, 
was drenched witii the rain, which' fitil in tor¬ 
rents. A few blankets alone pix^eoted him froifi 
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uttering a groan while the knife was severing 
the quivering nerves. The surgeon, baring 
amputated one limb, examinod the other, and 
taid sorrowfully— ^ 

"It cannot ^ saved." 

" Had I been informed e>f that befbre," said 
Moreau, "Isriionld rathei^bave died. However, 
cut it off." And hi resumed bis cigar. 

Towards evening that cottage become so much* 
exposed to the fire of the victorious French, that, 
hastily, another litter was constructed, and ho 
was cou^yed, in excrnciating pain, several miles 
furthir from the field of coniliil. The next 
morning it Jiecame necessary again to remove 
him,notwithatauding the anguish of bis inflamed 
and throbbing wonnds. He was placed in a 
baker's house, in a little village on the frontiers 
of Bohemia. He there wrote the following cha¬ 
racteristic letter to his wife i— 

" My dearest,—At the battlo oftOresden, three 
dtty.s ago, I had both my legs carried oifrby n 
^nniion-ball. That rascal Bonaparte ie always 
fort uuate. Tlicy have performed the amputation 
as welt as possible. Though the army has made a 
retrograde movement, it is by no means lAreversc, 
hut a design, to draw nearer to General Blucher. 
Excuse my scrawl. I love and embrace you 
with my whole heart,” 

In two days from this time he expired. Ho 
manifested to 'the last the same stoio insensibility 
which had characterized his life, fie died with', 
out giving the slightest indication of any regard 
for God, or of any intere.st in the awful redily" 
of eternity. Such a death is not heroic; it is 
brutal. His embalmed body was conveyed 'to 
St. Petersburg, rlhd buried in a iiilMsiaa cemetery 
with the highest funeral honours. Alexander 
immediately wrote a touching letter to his wife, 
making her a present of five htfhdrcd thousand 
francs. Ho also settled upon her a pension for 
life of thirty-seven tliSuaand fiao hundred francs. 
Moreau now sleeps in the midst the enemies 
of bis native land. France, without % dlsseoting 
voice, demanded from St. Helena the ashes of 
Napoleon, that they might rSpose iri^the midst 
of the people he loved so well. The remains of 
Moreau will probably never bo disturbed. 

During the action, the Emperor found himself 
commanding in person a terrific cannonade 
against the Austrian troops. H is feelings seemed 
painfully agitated in thus contending agrinst 
the si^dicrs of his father-in-law. He turned to 
Caulafnconrt and^id— 

" The wicked advisers of the Emperor Fnmeie 
desen^ to be hanged. This is an Jhjgttitous, 
impioifs war. How will it all end ?" ' 

In the ev^ing of this bloody day, Napdbon, 
drenched vnth rain and utterly exhaust^ n- 
tnrned to D||Mden. The ^faMHauts sod-tia^ 
royal famUy reedved him vnth raptures. Nape- 
4he inclement of the weamer. ‘ He was Bleeed lleon expressed the deepest regret tiiat ihi 


npoo a table, and fhe knife df tile stiigeon 
speedily did its itork ' fat cutting off one iff. the 
limbs. He endured the operatim with^ettra- 
eedinaiy fortitude, smoking a c1gar,> and net 


his ^bful ally bad been snj^ected Ut ifae 
nhorrorslif a bombat^ent, and tiulyPWoe was 
’remotely the cause. All the ganetons knpnlm 
of his generons nature were mdr^ Bfruuhe. 
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diately distributed lafge turns of mon^ to all been on parade Vt tbe Tuileriet. Napoleon was 
whose property bad been iiyured, spoke in tones surprised. It seemed like tbe work of magjp. • 
of subdued and pecnliiur kindness *to those w^io “ Why, my Idle," said be, in those tones of 
approached him, caused the utmost attention to kindness which ever touched tbe hearts of bis 
be paid to the wounded, ntt only of his own soldier% “ you have kad no rest. Yoft must 
troops, bi^ also of thf allied army, and relieved, have spent th» whole night in equipping your- 
with dmost parental care, the wants of his pri- selves.*’«' * ^ 

soners. With generoHly unparalleled, be in- “ No %intterYor that,” one of tbe men replied; 
jcluded in this provision even those prisoners who we have had al mucdi rest as your Majesty has 
were deserters from the contingent corps in bis had.” * • 

pay. The sympathies of this groat man were “ I am i^ustomod to go witbqpt rest," Napo> 
with the people, even when, in their i/faorance, Icon replie(^ Thyu, casting a glance along tbe 
th^ were betifyed to fight against him. • line, his eye rested upon a soldier whom lie 
The Emperor did not return to the palace seemed to recognise, and he addressed him, say* 
until after midnight. lie had indulged in no ing, “ You served in Egypt, I think ?’* 
rest for thirty six hours. During much of tliis am proud to say tRat I did,” the soldier 
time he hud been soaked with rain, while the replied. “ 1 was at the battle of Aboukir, and 
blasts of tPe cold storm swept over him. Still the work was hot enongli there.” 
he sat up the whole night dictating orders. “ You have no deeoratlon, I perceive,” Nn^- 
Caulaiucourt i^s so exhausted that ho hud fre- Icon njoined, 

quentJy fallen asleep while sitting upon liis horse, “It will come some time Or otlio.'," tlio soldier 
altboagh the roar of artillery was tliundoring in ropUed. t 

liis ears, and the air was filled with the slirilK ‘‘it has come,” said the l^mperor. ^ I now 
whistle of bullets and balls. # “ It required a give you the cro.ss.” 

constitnticn of iron," says Cuulaincourt, “ to bear “ The poor fellow,” says Cuuluinconrt, wbo 
up undo!' the fatigue to which wo had been cx- narrates this scene, “ was entirely overcome with 
posed for tlie last live montlis. But how could joy and gratitude, lie fixed upon the Empe- 
wo think of ourselves when wo saw the Em* ror a look whicli it is impos.sibIe to describe, 
peror exposing his life and health to continual and the tears filled his eyes. ‘ I shall lay down 
danger?" my life for your Miyesty to-day, that is certain,’ 

At four o’clock in the morning, Napoleon threw said he. In his transport ho seized the skirt of 
himself upon the camp-bed, and was instantly tlic ICmpcror’s famous grey great*coat, and, piit- 
aaleep. After resting but twenty luinm^cs, ho ting it into his mouth, bit off a fragment, which 
suddenly sprang from his bed, cxcliuming— he placed ju his button-hole. ‘ This will do till 
“ Canlaincourt, are you there ? Proceed to I get the red ribbon,’ said he, ‘ please your Ma- 
the camp, and take with you the plan which 1 jesty.’ ” 

have drawn ug,* The corps of '^ictor and Mar- . The whole escort, rejoicing in the honour con- 
mont have arrived to-night. ' Examine the ferrud upon their deserving comrade, simulta- 
amount of their forces, and see if they arc strong iieously raised a shout of ‘^ive I'Empereur I” 
enough to mait^ain the«positions which I have Napoleon, deeply touched ^ these proofs of de- 
ossignffd to tliem. This is essential, Cauliiiti- s'otion and love, spurred his horse and galloped 
court. See with ^our ow».i3ye.s, and trust only from the court-yard. The King of Saxony, who 
to your own c^servation.” witnes-sed this scene, sent, the ^ino evening, 

Napoleon went to the window and looked out twenty gold Napoleons to the soldi -r, with a 
4mxionsIy At tlie state of the weather. The message informing him the money vt as topur- 
roin beat violently, against the panes. Fierce chase a red ribbon. * 

.gusts swept by. The streets were fioodod, and According to his usual custorft. Napoleon rode 
the lamps flickered and bunted dimly in the immediately to visit the field of li. ttlc. It was, 
stormy air. 'I'be camp presented an indcscrib- indeld, a ghostly spectacle which there met the 
able image of desolation and misery. The fires eye. Upon u space of ground but a few leagues 
wore all extinguished by the ceaaedess torrents, in extent, three hundred thousand men, with a 
The soldiers, exhausted by forced marches, were c}iouB|ind pieces of artillery, and with the most 
vainly seeking repose upon the muddy ground, destrucrive wewons of infantry and of cavalry, 
The Emperor went down into tlie court-yard of fur two days had contended with the utmost 
the palace. The squadron ou *dnty consisted of desperation of valour. The ground was covered 
the grenadiers of the Old Guard, who, ou the with the gory bodies of the dead in every con- 
preceding day, had served as the escort of the ceivable form of mutilation. Dismembered limbs, 
Emperor, and, soaked through with the rain, had and headless tinnks, and shapeless masses of flesh 
returned with h’tm to Dresden. In ftieir intense of men and hones, presented an aspect, «s far os 
desire to gratify ^oir beloved Emperor, fatigued tbe eye could extend, inconceivably revolting, 
os they were, they had passed mSny boon in ’Qhose fiends in human form, both mole and 
removing the mud from their garment^ and in female, who ever, in vast numben, follow in tbe 
preparing themselves to present a solt^tfly ap- urtmk aipios for the sake plunder, had' 
pearnnee in tbe morning. And now, iiu the istripped the bodies of the dead# In parts of tbe 
earliest dawc, they were in martial tarty, pro- field w^ere the action had been mmsually severe, 
^eenting arms, and looking as trim as if they had these unclothed and Idoodstained corpses wen 
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piled together in vast maases.! Tbongh thoo> 

%ande of the wounded had been removed, multi* 
tudes still remained, filling th9 air with dying 
iQoana, through which occoEionally pierced the 
sharp Ihrlek of nmittoraWe agony. Tba Allies 
had mdrshalled their* hosts not omy from nearly 
all the n*ations of Europe, but ,even ^m the 
savage tribes of Asia. The ^olfish Cossacks 
and the polished noble mtt hand to hand in the 
deadly combat, and mingled their bloSd, and bit 
the dnst together. “ The ll!ae-eye<LQoth/' says 
Alison, “lay beneath the swarthy ■Italian; the 
lohg-haired Russian was still locked, in bis drnUi* 
struggle, with the undaunted Frank; the fi^ry 
Hun lay athwart the stout Norman; the light¬ 
some CosBBck and rmi%g Tartar repose far from 
the banks of the Don or the Steppes of Samar- 
cand.” 

■By such enormous slaughter the Allies accom¬ 
plished thei^purposes. They have postponed 
fi)r perhaps Tialf a century the regeneration of 


EuroperAd now, in all probability, these agvful ijmniediately assailed by resistless forces a!ld put 
battles are to bo aonght over again; but wlicre 
arc we to look for a Napoleon, who will confer 
upon tho people equal rights, while he sustains 
sacred law, and rescues Europe from tho horrors 
of blind and maddened revolution. The future 
of Europe we contemplate in despair. 

Having for some time silently and sadly gazed 
upon this awful spectacle, tho Emperor urged 
onward his horse, and proceeded to ascertain the 
positions of the retreating foe, and to direct the 
vigorous pnrsuit. Utterly worn down as ho was 
by exposure, sleeplessness, and exhaustion, he 
had not advanced far in the chill and driving 
storm before he was seized with severe colic 
pains, accompanied with burning fever and 
violent vomitings. He was compelled to take a 
carriage and return to Dresden. While thus 
suddenly thrown up8n a b«d of helplessness and 
anguish, the pursuit was necessarily intrusted to 
his generals. ^ 

But for this sudden indisposition, it is by no 
means improbable that tlv foe, bewildered and 
overwhelmed, wtuld have been compelled again 
to sue for peac» Now, however, disaster after 
disaster rapidly fell upon the French arms. 

Russia, Pnuna, and Austria were roinng^vast 
reinforcements. Notwithstanding the losses of 
the Allies, each day their numbers wer* in¬ 
creasing. But France woe exhausted. Though 
Napoleon was in tho ihidst of victories, bi^army 
was continuallv diminishing, anf it was almost 
impossible for him to replemsh his wasted bat. 
taboos. The popular governments friendly to 
France, eurronnaed by bdamphont foes, wera 
disheartened. The old SoyaliM j>arty in those 
states and kingdoms wera oahmded to more 
vigorous opposition. 

General Vandamme, a French officer of la- 
^markably fiery temperament, wa» etationed in 
*the moantains of Bohemia. Napoleon onlle saM^ 
of him— a ‘ < 

“ Were that general lost, I knov.noWwhat 1 
ahould refuse to bains him restored. Bat if 1 


4il 

Lad two such, 1 should hb compelled to make 
oqe shoot the other.” 

While Mftrat, Marmont, and St Cyr wore 
pursuing the eneniv, Napoleon expected from 
Vandamme, in his ^cnliiir position, almost the 
total overthrow of the routed host Ihit, by the 
unforeseen .casualties of war, tliis stern soldier 
became sunrounddfi by Bverwbehning numbers. 
After a bloody conflict, in which many wer^ 
slun, Booif twenty thousand of his troops, under 
General Corbineau, snccoedod in cutting a pas¬ 
sage thffiugh the Allies. General Vandamme, 
however, and seven thousand fben, remiuned 
prisoners of war. 

General *Oudinot had been ordered to give 
battle to Bernudotte. Suddenly he found him¬ 
self assailed by a combined force of ^iity thon- 
snnd soldiers, lie was defeated, withthe loss of 
fifteen hundred men and eight guns. General 
Gdrard sallied from Magdeburg ^ith six thou¬ 
sand troops to aid General OuiSnot Ho was 


to flight, with tho loss of fifteen hundred pri¬ 
soners, and nearly nil his baggage. 

General Macdonald was marcliiag against 
niuclier. He became entangled in # narrow 
defile flooded with rains, and sustained a defeat. 
General Lauristou, wtio commanded Macdonald’s 
right wing, being surrounded by the Allies, was 
compelled to surrender, with a garrison of a 
thousand men. 

Such were tlio disostrons tidings which were 
brought to Napoleon while ho was prostrate on 
his sick-bed at Dresden. By these calamitous 
events ho had lost mure than thirty thousand 
soldiers. 

‘* 'fliis," said i>e to Murat, “ isrtjie fate of war; 
exalted in the morning, low before night. There 
is but one sfep between triumph and ruin.” 

A map of Germany Vas lying upon the table 
by his bedside. He took it up, and seoTned to 
be carefully stndyiffi^ it, a8,(in low tones, ho 
repeated to himself tho woKlte of the poet 
Comeilie:— , 

“ J'al HcrvI, commando, vninen qiiarfliite amicca 
I»u monde, entn- mss mains J’ai vu Ics denlliifees; 

Kt J'«i touiours cniinii iiiicii cliHqiio ^•vftll.'mcntJ 
Le destln des Cusls doiiundiiit d'uii nioiaeut.” " 

But disasters sfill continued to accumulate. 
Ney, near tho walls of Witteniberg, waa assailed 
by an overwflclming force of the Allies. A corps 
of the Saxon army, disheartened by tho des¬ 
perate odds against wiiich Napoleon was now 
contending, in (lie midst of the engagement 
abandoned their post and fled, in all probability 
by previous agreement. Into tlie gap thus pro¬ 
duced, the cavalry of the Allies pIur^eF, cutting 
Ney's division in two, and takijpg ten thousand 
men and flsny pieces of artillery. The separated 
bodies were gornpelUd to retire in different diteo- 
tions. 


I lisMBcrved, commanded, coaquered for faurteea 

Of tniworld In my hand I have seen desifnlest 

And 1 have el ways known, that In esch event, 

The dcsilDy of states depended nppi^a momant. 
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Thongh Napoleon’Isetions sickness continued, 
be could no longer endure the torture of sych 
oilamitons tidings. He rose fromiiis sick-bed, 
and, in pain and ezbaustion, again placed him¬ 
self at the bead of bis troops. And now ensued, 
by the (;pnfcssion oSboth friend and foe, the 
most extraordinary display of geniusi of heroism, 
and of fortitude, ue rK)rld bu ever witnessed. 
(Throneb a series of almost uninterrapted vic- 
torlos, Napoleon was conducted to i4o> Over¬ 
whelmed by numbers, surrounding him and 
assailing him at all points, victories wefb to him 
of no avail. enemy, vamptished t(S-duy, 
presented themselves in redoubled numbers on 
the morrow. 
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Austrians, bettAr acquainted with the by-paths 
of tbe country, effected their escape. Again 
Napoleon returaod a victor, but Craitlesdy a 
victor, to Dresden. Here he was informed that 
BemadoUe, with an ofmy [or more powe^ltiian 
Napoleon faa8 at hu command, hud prosaed tiro 
Elbe, A cnt.ofT the French commnnications 
with Pffis. Nrypoleou impetuously advanced to 
attack Um. Bernadbtte, afraid to await the 
indignant blows of his old companion in axnil, 
precipitate^ retre^ed towards #resdeu. Tin 
the Allies incessantly for a montk renewed tl^eir 
jaittempts to seize Dresden, and thus Napoleon 
incessantly baffled their endeavours, without 
being able to draw them into any decisive 
action. 

But every diiy the army of Napoleon was 
growing weaker, while the Allies, notwithstond- 
iijg their defeats, Vero constantly grow'eig 
stronger. Napoleon had in Ids r»^ks many men 
belonging to the contingent troo^ furnished by 
the^rinces of the Rhenish ('onfederati8.'« These 
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J the^rinces of the Rhenish ('onfederatiC.'« 

Renewed dlscomOtiiH! of the Allies—Extraordinary planff froniiptitlv tnoro moropaarv soldiers ’woi-,- 

of tlio Emporor-lInfection of liisRcnerals-AMKmsli i merceaary soiUiers, wen. 

ofNapolcon-Thorotrcatt(>Leiii#K--HattleofL. ipMe; ready to Jiglit for any cau'e which would pay 
—Proposids for an armistice—Sickness of tlio Km- ; the best, foreseeing, in those hours of disaster, 
poror-«.)c(.nddByofbatllc--D<»unionof the Saxon, the inevitable downfall of Napoleon, as all the 

troopj—VuUiire of ammuiutloii—The retreat-I-nut i.- r v ‘ 3 - 

interview with the Kina of Saxony-Extranrdmary i monarchies of Europe were arrayed against 

niHRnaniinity of (he Kmporor— Kattlc of Hnnau—, him, they began to desert in great numbers. 
Surroiidcroffortresses-j'alsefaUhofthoAlUos—Na-lThe gold of England was distributed with a 
polooa fl return to Paris. 1 ‘jg jjjj ^jjo would join in this, now 

It was on tho 4th of September that Napoleon I prosperous, crusade against England’s dreaded 


foe. 

Lord Cathcart, Sir Robert Wilson, and other 
English ctynmissioners were in tbe camp of the 
Allies, to make bargains with all who, indi¬ 
vidually or in bodies, would unite with the 
enormous coalition. Pamphlets and prodama- 
tions were scattered like autumn leaves, (hs- 
fuming tho character of Napoleon in every way, 
audaciously accusing him 4f being tbe author 
of those sanguinary wars, and calling upon the 
I people of France and of Europe to crush the 


joined the corps of Mac-dunald near Bautzen. 

The Allies, under Bluchcr, occupied a*strong 
position on some neighbouring heiglits. Within 
an hour of Napoleon's arrival in the camp the 
corps of Macdonald was in motion. The Allies 
were attackod* driven from their positions, and 
were pursued furiously all the next day. In the 
midst of the victorious tumult, a courier arrived 
in breathless basic, and ififortned Napoleon that 
a portion of the allied arnw, iu immense force, 
was pouringdown from the mountains of Bohemia . _ 

and t^euteninf; Dresden. The Emperor imme- ! tyrant, and thus to restore peacd and liberty to 


diatoly turqpd upon his track, and hastened to 
the Elbe. At seven o'clock iu tiie evening of 
tbe next di^, be come in sight of tho advanced 
guard of ttfe Allies at Pima, about fifteen miles 
from Dresden. The Allies, not willing to hazard 
a battle, hnmediately retreatetf to the fastnesses 
of tbe mountains, “afraid,” says Sir Walter 
Scott, “ of one of those sudden strc^cs of inspi¬ 
ration, under which tiieir opponents seemed 
almost to dictate terms to fate.'* ^ ^ 

The Emperor pursued t^bem sojnc twenty miles, 
through wild ravines to Peterswnld. Blucher 
was now marching from another direction, with 
a powerfhl*8rmy, upon Dresden. Napoleon 
turned upon him. Upm the Emperorj approach, 
Blucher immediately wheeled about* and lied. 
Napoleon, however, encountered the Austrians 
under Schwartzenber^ near Tiiplitz, attach^ 
them, routed them entirdy, and drove them in 
wild confusion through the valley of fitfm to 
Nollensdorf. | 

A terrific sflirm, rendering the roads impassable, 
arrested his iorther pursuit. The discomfited 


the world. Many of ^e fickle and uninformed 
populace believed thebe slandq^. They were 
not acquainted with the intrigqps of diplomacy. 
They knew that for many years Napoleon had 
becii«struggling against all Enrope, and they 
began to tiiink that, after all, it was possible 
that tho overthrow of Napoleon might bring ^at 
peace for which France and Germany ardently 
longed 

Napier, in thcbfollowing indignant sixain, ahows 
how thoroughly corruption .hod at t^t time 
pervaded the British govemmentli' and how iffec- 
tually,' in England, liberty of speech and of the 
press was trampled down under aristocratio 
usurpation • , 

“ Such was the denuded state of the vlotorious 
Wellington at a time when milBons, and the 
worth of more million^ were being poured by 
the Eqglish ministers into the Continent,; when 1 
%veiy petty German sovereign, nartuan, ottobber, 
%rho raised a band or a cry agurat NajMleon, was 
snppUed to satiety. And all this time .there was 
not, in England, one publio ealgry redneed, one 
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flootraet cheeked, one ahnae corrioted, one pnbik: 

B&nbt itibtiked for n^igance^ not a writer 
dared expose the mischief, lest he should be 
crushed by persecution | no minister eeeied to 
olaam ud to incelve the hating (»ncrftfihlation 
of the Tories; no Whig had sense to discover or 
spirit to denounce the iniquitous 83(Btem.]0 
Before the end of Sep^bcr, NapoYeon re 
ceived a sorrowfhi letterfromMa&imilias Joseph, 

Kin g of Bavarih whose daqj^liter Engine had 
married, informmg him that it would be impos¬ 
sible for Bavafta to muntain'its slUance with 
France more than rix weeks longer. The Allies, j 
in overwhelming numbers, had overrun nearly 
the whole of Germanji. They would allow of 
no neutrality. Bavaria must either join the 
Allies against Frauco, or come under that iron 
rule which is the fate of a,conquered kingdom. 

Till defection of Bavaria would sever at a blow, 
from ^e Freo^ alliance, a kingdom containing 
between tjyee and four millions of inhahitanb). 

The AlllPs offered the King, iu case he wdUld 
abandon France oAd join the coalition against 
Napoleon, his full sovereignty wid the integrity 
of his dominions. The King had to choose 
between this and inevitable and total min. 

Jerome was King of Westphalia. This king¬ 
dom contained about two millions of inhabi¬ 
tants. The Westphalians, terrihed iu view of 
their danger, and anxious to tnsko the best 
terms possible with the enormous armies swarm¬ 
ing through Germany, revolted, and Jef^e was 
compelled to’ abandon the capital and retire to 
the kbine. * 

About four millions of inhabitants were em- 
bracod in the kingdom of Saxony. The King. 

Fijl^erick Augustus, has immortolizod his name 
bythe fidelity with which be adhered to his 
noble iViend and al^; but tlio Saxon people, 


fickle like all uninformed multitudes, were 


auxions to abandon a sinking causo, and attach 
themselves to one so manifestly destined to be 
triumphant 

Frederick I. e^' Wurtemiterg bad one million 
three hmidied thousand subjects under his sway. 
The Allies thraafened to desolate his kingdom 
with the whirlwind of war. His terrified |ub- 
jects were blunorous for peace. Napoleon could 
no longer protect them. But peace with the 
Allies could only' he obt^ed by tnmihg Uieir 
anns against their benefactor. The Allies vouid 
albw no neutrality. Such were«the difficulties 
with which rite Em^^eror was now snitounded; 
yet he manifested no agitatioo, yielded ta no 
outbursts of passitm, in view of the trea^ery 
which was semuing his rata, but with serenity, 
dignity, and fearlessoesa, whieh 4100 yraa the 
a&iimrion of his bittemsc foes, he stroggM 
hope expired. , 

“He had oanedved,* saya'Cokmcl Napier^ “k 
ftngect 80 vast, so so luurdy,.|o fisr 

above the imagmation of his eoQtafnpdwy*' 
generals, thst evtt Wellington's sagae&y foiled 
to pieioe it, and be erasoniidtheEinpeitmlbiig 
ati^ OB the Elbe as ati obstiBsey omrsnantiM 
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by the rules tff war. Bnt*Napoleon bad more 
profoundly judged his own situation.'’ 

Tlie extraopmnaiy plan .which Napoleon had 
adopted was thisi-^Tho Allies had already 
crossed the Elbe; bad estahUshed themsotves in 
great force ou the left bank,%ud were threatening 
speedily to dose on his rW, and to cut off ail 
possibility of rotr^t. Napoleon, under these 
circumstances, resolved, instead of retreating to* 
the Rhine, <to cut through the allied oriny befoTO 
himt.an ^te arch boldly to the north, some two 
hundreef miles from the banks of the Elbe, 
towaffis tile banks of the Odor, ariiil thus to carry 
the war intq the territory of his enemies. Na¬ 
poleon could now muster but one hundred thou¬ 
sand men. The Allies bad five hnudred thou¬ 
sand. By this extroordiuary moaement he 
would compel the Allies hastily to retrace their 
steps, to prevent the capture of their own cities. 

<■ Under these circumstances, Napoleon would 
have been finally successful," saj^ Colonel Na- 
j)ier, “ but for the continuation of a treoiShery, 
which seemed at the time to be oonsidered a 
virtue by sover^gns who wore unceasingly 
accusing their more noble adversary of tjie base¬ 
ness they wore practising so unblushingfy.'' 

This plan was in process of successful execu¬ 
tion, and different corps of the French army 
were advancing upon Berlin, when Napoleon 
received the appalling intelligence that the 
King of Bavaria, iuBtead of waiting the promised 
six weeks, had gone over with his whole foroe to 
the All»s; that the King of Wurtemborg, yield¬ 
ing to the same tremendous pressure of circum¬ 
stances, hud followed his example; that thus 
his friends, converted into foes, were combined 
in his rear to iicut off his sujfjpiies; tliat the 
Russians ha^ just received a reinforcement of 
eighty thousand men: that an army of a 


Jiundred thousand wore mardiing upon Mayence, 


to carry the war into France; and that the AI- 


of troop 


were con* 


lies, with half a iffrllion 
verging upon Dresden. 

Ouo would suppose that such tidings would 
have crushed any spirit. Napoleon received 
them, however, with his accustomed <jfluanimity. 
He immediately appealed to France Tor an ex¬ 
traordinary levy of men to preserve the Empiro 
from invasion. M^a Louisa proceeded in person 
to the Legislative Chambers, and pronounced a 
discourse whftb Napoleon bad prepared for bw 
The Senate promptly and unanimously voted % 
Bupplv of one hundred and eighty thousaoi 
consenpts. Thi% force was raised witii alacrity, 
and sent foyward to aid their countrymen, 
struggling against overwhelming nmbprs upon., 
the frontiers of France, Such w<u* (Ae of those 
acts of am^rtpdon, for resorting to which rite 
Allies hav^ had the audacity to abuse Napotettt& 
Xnffignantjo|iice will reverse their verdiflt These 
.terrible disasters, howevtr, ^ disheartoud the 
French generals, and they recoiled foosa tbe 
fappareiw desperate enterprisa whidi the Em- 

^peror lU projtoted. 

Napmeon'a plan of thoenunobioi^poa Bethn 
is now aniveEMily oonsidered one of 
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^nndest of tbe combinations of bis genias. lie Cnulaincourt a|)proacbcd tbe door os the ueh^ 
had carefully contemplated it in every possible entered. As Emperor read the pajier, a 
point of view. His ollicers, however, were ex- faint smile passed over his countenance, ana be 
hnusted by toil, and disheaij^ned by the defection said «load, “ Come in. Caalaiucourt.” ^ 
of tlieir friends, and by the overwhelming forces Thf Empwor was lying upon a sofa., A little 

in the midst of a^om they were struggling, table stood l>y his side covered with jnnps- His 
When the plan was communicated ta them, there eyes wf,Te diip and vacant, and an expression of 
svas a general expression of dissatisfaction. They profound molaiv-'holy was spread over his fea- 
I. were not prepared for so perilous an enterprise, turcs. Jn a state or nervous agitation, lie 
They complained loudly, and clamoured to be consciously took un and threw down the objects 
led buck to tbe Rhine. Tlicsc rciT^ntstrances. which wem before him. 

now hoard for the first time, wouudeu the Pirn- Caulaindourt approached him, and said, Jim- 

S eror deeply.'l' The hour of adversitj- was'ploringly, “Sire, this state of mind will kill you.” 

orkcniiig around him, and his long-tried friends Napoleon made no reply, but by a gesture 
began to fail in their fidelity. scorned to say, “It matters not." 

“ There was something,” says Caubiincourt, Caulaincourt, trjiing to frame an apology for 
“very odfous in insurrection thus excited by the remonstrances of the generals, said— 
unmerited misfortune. I was in the Pimperors “ Sire, the representations wliicb have been 
saloon when tlie oibcers of bis staff came to made to you are 8u*bmittcd for your A’-tjuJiy's 
implore him *o abandon Lis design on Berlin, consideration.” ^ 

and march babk to Leipsic. It was an exceed -1 Napoleon fixed his languid eyc.s upon C,iu- 
ingl^‘ distressing scene. None but those wlijj | biHcourt, niid said— 

knew the Emperor as I know him can form any j “T'ou arc not under th® deliisio” ' ulain- 
idca of what he sufl'ered. *Tho subject was | court? No, it cfinnot be. You mn.,. n, iwarc 
opened^by a marshal of France. I will not I of the fatal result of tnis spirit fif iij^e,H;nlitia- 
iianie liim. His existence has since been | tion. It mu i lie I'bllewed by ♦.'arful and in- 
pnisoued by cruel regret. After he bad spoken, calculable i o..<cquciices, Wlicu b'l .onct^ de- 
several others delivered, tlieir opiuions.'’ I libcnitp, jiower escapes from t'.i- sec'tre of tlio 

The Emperor listened in silence to their re- .sovereign. J see giowing up anmr i rt .pirit 
monstrances. The flush of his cheek and the of inertness more dangerous than immiIvc revolt, 
fire of his eye alone betrayed the intensity of A bund ' generals in open iii<^ 'r<i’i could 
liis emotions. Ho had sufllcieut control over not embarru'-s nic. .Mv troops ■, nut down 
himself to refrain from any expression ot resent- tiie fiercest rebellion. They do no,. ,ue—they 
ment. When they bad concluded, ho rejdied obey; nn«4 are willing tu Ibllow me to tlic farthest 
with calmness and dignit^y, tbougli an unusual extrei.iity of the earth. But in tbe critical cir- 
tremor was observable in his voice— cnmstances in which wc are at present placed, 

“ I have imituroly reflected on my plans, and it is a matter of life or death to the country that 
have weighed the defection of Bpvaria in the a good nnderstanding should exist bctwcen#)o 
balance of circumstances adverse to oin-interests. leaders of tbe army and myself. Distrust and 
I am ^nvinced'of the advantage of mtircbitig on hesitation will bring about ^ur destruction more 
Berlin. A retrograde movement, in the circum- speedily tlian the swords of the Allies." 
etnnees in which are ore pfaued, will be attended The Empercr ro«e from the sofa, walked two 
by disastrous^cbnsoquonces. Those who oppose or three times up and down the floor, slowly and 
my plan tre taking upon tliomsolvcs a fearful thoughtfully, and th^n continued, asif speaking 
responsibility, I will consider what yon have to himself, “ All is lost! 1 am vainly contending 
said, gont^men.’* against Fate. The French kpow not how to 

He then retired into his cabinet alone. Hour bear reverses.” He then threw himself again 
passed after hour, and yet ho did not make his upoti the sofa, and was absorbed in reverie, 
appearance, and no one WM admitted to his The morning dawned, and another day of 
solitude. Caulaincourt at last became anxious, painful suspense lingered away. The ombar-' 
and wa^ed np .and down tbe snfooii adjoining rassment of the Emperor was distressing in th© 
tlie cabinet hesitating what to do. It was a extreme. He could not execute his bold march 
cold, dark, and stormy night. Tho^ wind upon Berlin withont the most energetic and 
shrieked around the towers, and howled tlirongh cordial co-operation of his«genera)s. A retreat 
the corridors of the gloomy castle of Dnbcn, towards the Rhino wonld, in his judgment, 
rattling^tho windows in their antique leaden almost certainly secure the min of the army and 
frames, was a melancholy hour, and sodiioss of France. At length he came to a decision, 
oppressed all hearts. Night advoit^d, and still The agitation* of his mind was now over. He 
tlie Emperor remained in the solithdc of his was cilm, firm, determined, as ho made up his 
cabinet, and the uproar of the e^pments alone mind to return to Leipsic, and struggle beroi- 
disturbed the silence of the scene. Gaulaiucourt c^lly till the last. 

at last tore a leaf from his memorandum-book, , Wijh propbetie solemnity ho said to Cattlain-* 
and wrote with a pencil, “ I am here; yonr |Conrt—■ ' 

Mtgesty be pleased to see me?” Sunj^oning “ Fate marks the fall of nations." 

an usher, ht directed him to enter the Emperor's “ Bt<t, sire,” said Caulaincourt, “ the will of a 

apartment, a^d give him slip of paper, people may counterbalance the decree of Fate." 
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Yfis," Napoleon repUed; that will baa Among the prisoners tabentbj the French wa» 
not Ivan shown. Bear this in mind, (!!(mlain> Count Merfield, who, in former years, had been 
court! Let not the French inv<4ce maladiotions senfto Napoleon's head>qaarters at Lcoben to 
on my memory. May they who have urged implore, in behalf of Austria, &e cessation of 
this movement not have re^n to repent if^' hostilities. Napoleolt hod, on that occasion. 
Orders were immedZbtely given fir the retreat treated Francis with exteaordinary magim- 
ofthe army. On the evening of the'ESth of nimity. He now caused Merfield to bcTbrought 
October be had assembled his smdll butfraliant to his tent,* liberated him on his parole, and 
baud arourd the walls of I^ipsicS On the same made him bearer of a message to the Allies, 
eucning, Uie Allies, pouring in from dll qnar- soliciting an armistice. ' 

ters, had encirclfd the city wkh their enormous Napoleou conversed with the utmost frankness 
host of three l^ndred and fifty thbytaqd men. with the Austrian general, and expressed how 
Daring the night the sentinefs of the hostile deeplj^he was disappointed and i^onnded that 
nrmios were posted within mu^et-shot of each his father-in-law should take up’ arms against 
other. With such a vast superiority of numbers, him. 

the Allies were confiient of success. The '* Our political alliance,” said he, “ is broken 
Fr-*. ch troops, however, though outnumbered up, but between your roaster and me there is an- 
three to one, and thongli they bad but six hun- other bond, which is indissoluble. That it is 
dred}i.jcea of artillery to repel the assanlt of a which I invpke; for I shall always place confi- 
thonsand, still, wcustomed to victory, w^never dence in the regard of my father-in-law. I shall 
Nupole j- ras^seni, yielded to no despondency, never cease to appeal to him %om all that 
The Iv-'i.^r passed tlin night in surveying thq passes here. Yon see how they attack me^and 
iir/ Ml. e the Allies were range in issulhg liow I defenil myself." 

tc ..is mar*ini~ ..ud generals, in visiting In reference to peril with which Europe 
a'! I le , osts of his arm;- in jer^ and i" dis- was threatened by the despotic power qjf Russia, 
ngeag!.'-, to sinl ■'-.'.iuients as had not Napoleon said—- • 

.veil n. The ... v.. r; roused to " For Austria to gain at the expense of Franco, 
i ilii.sui.-nv '-is presence Avoi'f’j of is to lose. Rclleet on it, general. It is neither 

' i.couru Cl'.' i Au.striu, nor Prussia, nor Franco, singly, that 

‘•V",'. • < ,( euemy.' Nai on. | \ ill bo able to arrest, on the Vistula, the inun- 

’ v". would die ra. r than -eo dation of a people half nomadc, essentially oon- 
Fiip di- juniirt’d." quenng, and whoso dominions extend from thi» 

“ W li .swi xr it," the soldiery reapon..ed, and to China." 
cries '>f ‘ IVt’fi ^/vn/wcw.'" rasoindedthr.mgh In exclusion, ho sttiil—“Popart on your 
the camp, nod full in proiouged eeboe^apon tho liononrablo tnission of peacemaker. Should 
enra of the astonished foe. your efforts bo crowned with success, you will 

Napoleon was fully consr-ons of tho fearful secure tho affection and gratitude of a great 
odds against which ho was to contend. The nation. The Fr&ich people, as wfll os my self, 
li-irried manner In which ho issued his corn- earnestly wish ior peace. I am willing to iiiako 
mantis alone indicate^ the disturbed state of his great sacrifices for this end. If be refused, wa 
iUind. will defend the inviolability of our tcrriUiry to 

“ While pointing out to tne,” eays Caulain- tho last drop of o\|||^ blood. Tho Frenoli liave 
court, “ the pla« which he had traced, the Em- already shown that they kno^^ ^jpw to defend 
peror said, ‘ TItere ore no scicntille combinations their country against foreign invaders. Adicn, 
which can^compeiisate, oiVthls point, for tho general I When, on my entreaty, ydU mention 
thinness of our Squares. Wo shall be over- t he word armistice to the two_ Emperors, I 
powered by mere numbers. One hundred and doubt not that the voice that slrikessthoir ear* 
twenty-five thousand men against three hun- will awaken tlie most itnjpressivo recoliections." 
dred and fifty thousand, and this in a pitAicd Francis, Alexander, and Frederick Willian* 
battle! Well, they would have it thus!’ This had all been in tho power of Napoleon. Ho had 
phrase, which he repeated for the second time in treated thcm,«e8pecial]y the two former, with a 
a toon cf despdr,rang in my cars like a sentence generosity which had excited tho surprise of all 
of Joatii.” * Europe. Bat now that disasters were thicken- 

At nine o’clock in the momingV the 16th of ing around their magnanimous foe, they would 
October, the terrible battle of Leipsle com- not treat Aim witlf ordinary courtesy. They did 
menccd. The awful battle raged with unabated not condescend oven to return an answer to tho 
tnry hour after hoar, through the mora^g and application for an armistice. a * 

through the afternoon, till tho Ittrid mtu went. “ The allied sovereigns," says Alison," wera 
down veiled In the tdonds of war. Straggling too well avi^ of the advantages of their aittui'* 
agiUiist such odds, a dochdvo viototy was im- tion either to fall into the snare which Ni^leoa 
possible. ^ . .. . for«them, by sending back S^fidd 

“ It required thunderbolts,” said Nii^edn, with proposals for an armistice, or to throw 
” to enable us to conquer sudt masses” * i^em away by precipitating their attack before 
Tlie Allies, during the ^y, 1^ twenty itheir -slime force had coma up. Under pre- 
thousand men. _ Tho loss of the TreocIL pro- tence, fierefore, of referring the proposals to 
tected by their redoubts, was mvm mss. the Emperor of Austria, Sohwartzenberg duded 
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tLom altogether, andrno onswer was retnmjBd to 
them till after the French had reorossed the 
Rhine.” • 

During the ITfh the battle was not renewed. 
The AUiea, thongh ontniAtbering the .French 
three to ^one. rendei^td canUons by Ae* heroic 
resistanoe which Napoleon had presented, were 
waiting for Bemadotto, who, wiidt*a powerfal 
rMnioreement of sixty thomand troops, was 
'hurrying to lend hfs aid in the slaughter of bis 
countrymen. Napoleon did not renew the con¬ 
flict, as he hoped the Allies were deliberating 
upon the prop^al for a cessation of hostilities. 
He, however, 'devoted the whole day in pre¬ 
paring for the worst. Ho seemed Ihcapable of 
fatigue, as, regardless of food and sleep, ho 
directed every movement in person. 

At nigih he returned to his tent in a painful 
state of agitation, anxiously looking for the 
return of General Merfield. The unspeakable 
magnitude of Ibe interests at stake overwhelmed 
the soul of tho Emperor, llierci rose before him 
tlie vision of another day of merciless slaughter,* 
the passible annihilation of his army by resistless 
imrobere, tho overthrow of the independence of 
France,aand of all the free govcniments of 
Europe, and his own personal ruin. lie was 
also worn down with sleeplessness and exhaus¬ 
tion, and was sick and in pain. He could not 
conceal his' anxiety, which increased every 
moment. His features were contracted, and his 
countenance lividly pale. Ho threw himself 
into on .easy-chair vrbich stood at tho ^'arther 
end of the tent, and, placing his hand upon his 
stomach, where the fatal disease was probably 
commencing its ravages, said, languidly— 

•• i- feel very ilL My mind bears up, but toy 
body fails.” 

Caulaincmirt was alarmed, mii exclaimed, 
linrrying toward^ tlie dour, “ I will send for your 
physician, Ivan.” 

“ No I no!” theJEmperoosvrcplied, '• i desire 
that you do nif.#*The tent of a sovereign is as 
transparent as gloss. I must bo up, to see that 
evmy one u^at his Mst.” 

*' Sire^” said Caaiainconrt, taking the burning 
handset tb« Empororinhisown, “1 implore yon 
to lie down and take sonn rest. Lie down, 1 en¬ 
treat yon.” • 

“ I cannot,” said the Emperor. ” A sick sol¬ 
dier would receive a hospital order; but I—I 
cannot share tho indulgence which would be 
granted to tho poor soldier.” 

“ As he uttered these w’ords," says CatHain- 
court, ” he heaved a deep sign, and his head 
sank languidly on his bosom. This scene will 
never be ofliaced from my memory. The recol-, 
lection of it inspired me with ooumge in those 
subseqnent hours when all was irrt pibrably lost. 
During those terrible scenes, when my energy 
was nearly exhausted,»wben my rdlolntion was 
on tho p6int of yielding in the struggle with 
despondency, 1 thought of N^leon.^ the 
night of the 17th of October. How tnim my 
own suSenogs nppeand in comparisoii with 
tiiose of the noble victim." 


I ’ t 

The Emperqr took the hand of bis faithful 
and sympathizing ftiend, and pressing it fdbbl^f, 
said, “It is nn&g; 1 shall sOon be better. 
Take care that no one enters.” 

“ I -was in an agonji of giarm,” says ^aulain- 
court, “at sefing the Emperor in thia^saSl condi¬ 
tion. The enemy was pressing on all udes. 
The fals of thousands who were on the field of 
battle hung on the fite of Napoleon. X offered 
up to H^ven one of those tacit prayers to whidh 
so language can*give adcqimte expression. 
After a Uttls intesval, the £mpsiS>r, though 
breathing with difficulty, said, ‘ 1 feel somewhat 
better, my dear. Canlaiuoourt.' He took my arm, 
and walked two or throe times slowly up and 
down tho tent. His coantcnanco gradually re¬ 
sumed hs wonted animation, ll^f tin iioor 
after this serious fit of sickness, the Emperor was 
surrounded by bis staff, and was giving orAers 
and deqmtehing messages to thlMifferent com¬ 
manders of corps. Day was begitnlng to dawn, 
ami the carnage was about to recomm’t.-^o.” 

As Napoleon mounted his ls'>rse, he said to his 
escort, ” This day will resolve a great quc-Stion. 
The destiny of France is about to be decided on 
the field of Leipsic. Slionld we be victorions, 
all our misfortunes may yet be repaired. Should 
we be conquered, it is impossible to foresee what 
mav he tho consequences of our defeat.” 

.As the Min rose in the cloudless sky, the whole 
allied army was put in motion. The spectacle 
now presented from the steeples of Leipsic was 
awful in its suhlknity. As far as the eje could 
extend in^very direotion, the dense columns of 
the Allies, m multitudes which seemed innumer¬ 
able, were advancing upon the city. Tho clan¬ 
gour of martial bands, the neighing of horses, 
the gleam of polished armour in the bright rays 
of the morning sun, and the confused murmur 
of tho interminable host, r)('esented a spectacle 
of the pageantry of war which has never been 
surpassed. A mass of nearly five hundred 
thousand men, armed with the* most terrible 
instruments of destruction which hurauiingenuity 
could create, wore coiftientratin^ in a drclo but 
a few leagues in extent. 

Soon, louder than ten thousand thunders, the 
appa^ing roar of the battle commenced. A day 
of tumult, blood, and woe ensued. The French 
conld oppose to their foes but about one hnndred 
tiiousand men. The Allies, throe hundred and 
fifty thousand strong, were rushing upon them. 

Napoleon, repkiess of danger, was moving 
through clouds of smoke and over heaps of the 
slain, from place to place, with such rapidity 
that it was extremely diffii^t for bis escort to 
follow him. He seemed to hoar a charmed life; 
for while othen were conrinnally fUCKng at his 
side, he escaped unharmed. “ During the whole 
of this eventfiil day,” says Sir Widter Scott, “in 
which he might he sidd to fight less for vicKuy 
than for safety, tbiswonderral man continue 
^aim, decided, collected, and supported his di- 
fhinisbed and broken squadrons iti their valiant 
defenoei.wlfh a presence of mind and courage 
as determined u he had so often exhibited in 
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dlr 0 etid*g tlt« tide of onward viotoi^. PorUapo b'» of anamnitiim, in the proseaoe of three hnudrcd 
o^tuy taknts were more to bcadoiired wIhu end fifty tboueaad men fiushed with sncceu. 
tfaae ^tending at tmoeag^atRortnBe and fito Aoonnoll of war was umoediately oonrenod. 
ramriority of nambers, tW in the most disfiB<^ Imaf^tioa cannot pmnt a more molaooholy 
gmdied^ ^ viotoriea wW the fiokle gjfdden soeoe. The awfhl dhroar of battle had oeaited, 
rooght on hie nde.” * * * • and nothltw dietuihed the ^euoe of ^e night 

At threea>'dook in the afternoon, in ^teqr bat the wait bfaognish whim asoendedfrom the 
hottest of the battle, Bemadotte me ad^ndns wounded and the dgiog mer the extended field. 
wiUi a combined corpe of Siredel. Rnssiani, and the whole oiroomferenoe of the horizon, bliulng 
I^seians against bis <fid companion in arms, with the tnvonae fires of the enemy, indicated * 
•ttianhal Key. who aras ^fismiing an important the appannt hopelessneM of the condition of the 
post with some^French and Saxon ^kops, and Freom. They had no reserves to bring into 
tfae«avairy of Wnrtembotg. It wiUbe remem- aotioi^ no iciaforoements to «xp|ct, and tbeii* 
bored that, at the battle of MTagram, Bemadotte grmd park of ammonition was at Torgau, fifty 
hadeommandof the Saxon contingent force, and miles dUtoat. The marshals and gouerats of 
that Napoleon roproveri him for commending Napoleon, in sUenco and dqjeotion, gathered 
them at the expense of the rest of the army, around him. There was htUe to he said, as no 
Suddenly the whole Saxon cotps, together with one, in this dreadihl emergency, mittn^ to givo 
the cavalry of Wnrtemberg, twelve thonsand any decisive counsel. In tho midst of the con- 
med! taking wi^ them forty guns and all their ference, Napoleon, utterly overcome by fatigtw, 
ammunition aid equipments, abandoned their fell aAleep in his chair. His anil were negU- 
pust and over to the lines of Bemadotte. gently folded, and his head fell upon his bmost. 

As tlicy i^nred, thev turned the muzzles of tllfiir oa, in the oblivion of slumber, bis spirit foand a 
guns against tlie nench lines, and poured into inornentiiry rospite/rom care and anguish. His 
tho boBomii of their former comrades a poinU ofiicers, commisemting his wpos, gazei^ sadly (Hi 
blank discharge. The allied troops,” says him in profound silence. At the end oAfilleen 
Alison, “excited to the greatest degree W these miuutes he awoke, and, casting a look of astonish- 
favoiirable arcumstaiicos, now pressed mrword mont on the circle arottnd him, exclaimed, “Am 
at all points to encircle the enemy.’* I awake, or is it a dream ? ’ 

While tiiese iulomous deserters wera^ceived Napoleon uttered not a word of repToaeh to 
by the Allies with shouts of exultation, Ney, add to the anguish of those who, by reforing to 
left defenceless, was compelled to retreat. An march upon Berlin, hod brotu^t upon tho army 
aid>da>ramp was despatched to Napoleon with tliis awlul disaster. All his ureless energies were 
the intelligence of this dibastrous event. The orouscu ^ulOW to extricate his troops with the 
Emperor relnod in his horse, and for f moment samoaioority os if his own counsels bM prevailed. 
«at motionless as a statue, stunned by tho blow. On what page has history recorded an act of 
Then raising his eyes to Heaven, he exclaimed, higher magnanimity? Inonehout^oxhaitillad 
as if appeiding to God for justice, “In&mouB!” soldiers, hnngrynfid bleeding, wero^n tho march. 
But not another word was vra8ted->-not fiaotber urging the desperate retreat, 
moment was lost i|i useless repiniMt. He Leipsic, containing aVent fortj thousand in- 
promptly placed himself at the head or a corps iiabitants, was sitnated in a large and fertile plain, 
of his guard, and hastened to the menaced point. There was hut one hii^ge across the River Elster 
The French soljliers were so indignant this by which the French ooidd reti^ ,At this point 
unheard'of perfidy, that they fell with such there was sritnessed a scene of tho most awful 
vehemence upon ^e corps laf Bemadotte, with oonfosion, as, in the darkness of the*oigbt, in* 
their traitorous allies, as to force them into a fantry, cavoh^, and artillery, with all the pon> 
tamnltnoBB retroaa Shooting “Vive I’Em* dorons and lumbering machmery of was, crowded 
peranr 1” “ Heath to the Saxons 1” they pinng^ and choked tiio narrow passage. Napoleon passed 
with resistless fniy, into the enemy’s ra^. most of the night tin superintending in persua 
Thus all the day the conflict raged. The tho perilous retreat. The camp fim were re* 
French, srith almost saperhantaa exerttons and pleutsbed au^kept blazing to deceive the foe. 
conrag^ eveprwhere heat back their assailants. Marmont aqd Ney were (merged to protect the 
Night at m<tt (hune, and Ctoew its nloitcsrand flanks of the retiring cidumns. To Macdonald 
its giMm over the soene of Uood and misery, was assigned the arduous command of the rear* 
Both armies were utterly mdumsted by tide long guard. * 

and dreadfiil struggle, with an uqyMdisg 8{^ During the carnage of the preceding day, Ka- 
Napokon rasedved to ihovwHto bpttleon ^ fifi* poleon, on the field of battle, had remade thp 
lowing day. He i<raed the naceaitotyepde^ a»d beraiam of Poniatowskl witii a mandiarn bahgm. 
retired to Jiis teat to ammga hie^^ <tt »m». He now ealM the nobis Foie ba&m hhn, 

Bqt at seven o’clock he rooeivad tha apppUtog said— ’ 

tidmgs that tiiere was not anflldint “ Prince, toeyon I assigp the defttted «t >tlM 

left to sustain the action lor twd hewn. truing eonthern laubonrg.” , 

6is hatities of the lGl£ and tim • “ SW' ansvrared the siarabe], “ 1 t 

two hondred and twenty Humiaad had have to(|l9wsddiera left.** 

bean expended. Retreat waa oewingri^m^ a “ Ww" reufisd the Emp^^eadty^tft fMj 
xotoiae of one fanadrsd tlMmiai went diiftinte | “hat y«i wlfl deftad it with those yott haw?** 

e ^ 
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«>Doabt it nott” ffejt^ned the herdoTfiaoe; 
" we are all readjr 0 die for your 
During the wbpjriiigbt ihe Fr^b an^j^ vaa 
deHJJng dong the banow bridge. A|lNW;Btreete^ 
of the city leadbigto that ^aMage' Hrere imirde^. 
with a jfrodigibaa tdbrong of mtni honee; md’ 
waggons. In the firtt grey of the ttombg’the 
Allies detected the retreat dt’ the Ffendh. The 
,peal of bnglee'aod &e. thnudor of utillery in¬ 
stantly mnsei jthe whole hoetile army. They 
nfrvhg to.ami|^ and rushed, brtth shouts of exulta¬ 
tion, »u{ion thdr‘oomparadvely defenceless foe. 
But tlw wise*precautions whidt Napoleon had 
adopts^ StBl hmd them al bay. 

Napoleon vas mixlous to savo the unhappy 
miy of Lriprio finom the horrors of a battle in its 
streets bcjtween. the rear-gunrd of the French and 
the adva]^>gnard of the Allies. Such a conflict 
wotdd neces^Iy be attended with every con¬ 
ceivable bruteljty, with the conflagration of 
dwellings, an£wuh the carnage of peaceful in- 
habitants.' lie resolved to appeal in thoir behalf 
to Ihe mercy of the Allies, and sent u flag eff 
truce, with proposals to sporovthe town. “ But 
when," says Sir Walter Scott, “ wore victorious 
generals prevented from prosooutmg military ad- 
vantages by the mere considerations of humanity ? 
Napoleon, tm his side, was urged to set lire to 
the suboi^B to check the progress of the Allies 
on his xeaivgaard. As this, however, must have 
occasioned a most extensive scone of misery, 
Bonaparte generously refused to give such a 
dreadM order.” ^ , 

“ The Emperor," says Norvlii, “ wi-slied to save 
the unhappy city from the horrors with which it 
was /menaced. By his orders a deputation was 
sem^ interc^e for Leipsic. 'f demands of 
hutnil^ty were haughtily r<>jccted by the Allies. 

* Let Loipsio perish I’ suoti was the response of 
the combined sorereignsv Napoleon, ns generous 
in adversity as in prosperity, was more immane 
towards a Gormgn city tlii.,n were those who 
called themselpv the ‘ saviours of Gennany.'” 

And this is the man whom the Allies have stig¬ 
matised af a blocdthirsty monster 1 11c ordered 
the e$ty to be protected, though by so doing be 
vastly incflSBBed the peril with which he was 
already overwhelmed \ and he did tins, notwith- 
staudiug ^0 Saxmt army had abandoned him, 
and the KoyaUsts were already firing from the 
windows upob his retreating troopsi 
While the bidla and sheib of the Allies were 
thickly fallihg in' the'streets of Leipsic in the 
gloom of fhe morniugiNipoleon entered the city 
and held Anal interview ^ith the King of 
Saxony, who had'occoinpanied him from Dresden. 
It wda #mdand)oly and a sublime patting of 
twb friendslendeared to each ofher ^ tlie noblest 
ties of/bdeudsblp. Tho aged King, laving heard 
of the infhmoas conduct of his army, was over¬ 
whelmed'^th anguUi. NapoIeAi, forgetting 
his o#n Woes, 4nd)»avoured to assitage the .grief 
of his foithfU dly. !(fapoloonwasssd,,^'eiilm.< 
He expressed rincere-reflyot that he vm ihus^ 
compelled io leave fbe'King in' the miditof his 
tiiUmphaut ouoisies. !»'the utterance of these 


s'.? ~ • 

asetitnebts of p.{Foction and sympathy, he pro- 
tiw conversation till a brisk cannonade be- 
fhuef^'.'Vetjll' |£tes of the city proved the immi- 
'hO^'Aanger wat 'hb retreat would be cut off. 
The King, alMiBed 1^ the safety of hb guest, 
urged tile Elbp'eiur, without delay, to nfbuut his 
horse ^d'dbp^ * 

Ytb have ^ue all that could be done,” lie 
wud, *‘8nd it iswrryhig your generosity too far 
to risk jhax peraousl safety in .order to aflbrd us 
a iefr-addllional moments of coiftelation." 

Napoboa Vas,deeply affecteda He had been 
betrayed by so many, that his^ heart clau| to 
those friends who remained futiiful. He still 
lingered, luhictautjto depart. At last, the rattle 
ofmnsketiy, drawing turner and nearer, showed 
the rapid approach of the Aliks. Tlio Queen 
and the Princess Augusta now united with tears 
in imploring the feporor to consult his '^wn 
safety. Reluctantly, Napoleon jiichlod. 

“ 1 would not leave you,” said ht, *' but that I 
pe]jceire'thatmy presence fnereusps f 'ur alarms. 
1 will intist no longer, l^ceivo my .adiciix. 
When her power shall return, Franco will repay 
you the debt of gratitude which I have con¬ 
tracted." 

The Emperor then descended to the gates of 
the palace, aocompauied by Frederick Augustus. 
The two monarohs there,;, in a iinal embrace, 
took leave .of wch other, never to meet again. 
Napoleon mounted hb horse, and, addressing n 
few noble words to the King's body-guard who 
had been in bis sendee, dbcharged tliem from all 
future obligations to him, and exhorted them to 
watch over the safety of their own sovereign and 
his family. He then directed hb course to tlie 
nearest gate wMdi led to the bridge. But the 
streets were so encomberad' with- a prodigious 
crowd of horsemen; carriages, and foot soldiers, 
that the Emperor could isot force his passage 
through them. He w^ compelled to retrace his 
steps, and, passing throiigh the centre of tlio 
city, issued by a gate on the opposite side, while 
the bullets of the enemy were falling thickly 
around him. Bidifl^ along the boulevards, he 
made the entire dreuit of tbe^efty, till be arrived 
at the suburb near the head of the bridge. Here 
ngaip he encountered such an accumulation of 
boggage-waggons, artillcry-w^gonS, wd the 
tumnltuons host Of (ho retmting army, that 
further advance was hqpossiblA' In thb emer- 
gency, a friendly dtimh conducted him into a 
garden thfoug]^ a narrow lane, and led him by a 
dreuitons route tp the head of thabridge. Thus 
narrowly he effeleted hb escape. !'.. 

The great stone bridge of the E]^, across 
which the disordered mase of the Fmtieh army 
were crowdug, hfri hpea mined.' '?3fany .barrels 
of mmpowder were , placed beAesth its arches. 
Colonel Jtiotttfort.h&d wees to'fipp^-the torch tbo 
moment the last.of:fh¥ had passed, 

in order , tb uinst thti>''p#!iilt'.«f tire enemy.. 
hfontrQr{;i .htste(^ Of Mte|idin'g'io'..titis most im¬ 
portant'doi^ hl^lb^f'.biitj^^.,''tite'>ofaargo to a 
coiporrl andfl)ib:wtim ^ .'N^alebn^^had hardly 
orossed the kmed tiKiOps, In locust 
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l«l^ous, were ponring Into {.eipHp. 
beavAe with tiieir exeltetrii' 

•U opposition be&ee Hiett^ Tm 
lenly retired, hnrAf tB«Mtl|B|i 
ground ^^gaiast ovorvluiqpiag 
enonnoas mueof eoildi^ 
description,* were now erow^^ , „ 
awfhl confusion. The hnll^ Ma pspaen.-hm 
of the Allies feU 8ke betii^ei intb t^e j^ke. 

The corporal, losil^f hia prM^ of in 
this scene of ciSbage and tdnmh, applied tiie 
iatal torch. With a fiightftil, ex^weni the 
bridge was thrown into the air. Twentj-five 
thousand of the Trendi armr, with two hundred 
pieces of cannon and SMerel hnndred ba«^- 
waggons, were thus otdrdff fimna the maueody, 
without any possiUlity either of defence or re* 
treat A cry of horror burst ftom those who 
wcriTneir the chasm opened before them. The 
inociiig masses Rebind oonld not at once be 
stopptd, amUhousands of men and horses, with 
(annon ai 1 waggons, were crowded mto the dyp 
stream, presenting ipscene of horror and destruc* 
tion which the passage of the Beresina hardly 
paralleled. 

1 he French troops thus cutoff, In despair broke 
and fled in all duecUtms. Macdonald spurred 
ills horse into the ^ver, and saved himself by 
swimming Pomatowski, farther in the fhar, and 
almost surrounded by the enemy, when be heard 
the fearful exploidoii, drew his sword, and ex 
cUimed to the officers around hun— 

‘ 0( ntlemen, it now becomee us to die with 
honour ’ * ^ 

With bis little band he dashed into the midst 
of the enemy’s troops, and out apassege thiongh. 
Fai it and Ueeding, with one ann shattered by a 
bullet, he reachM iffie lUver Plaisse, a snwi 
stream which it was necessary to cross before* he 
reached the EIrter. He plbn^ into the water 
while Ills pursuers were cm uter him., llis ex¬ 
hausted hone sank beneath his weig^C and was 
swept down the stream. The hetoie manhal, 
however, attained the oj^jiosite shore, and there, 
famting thrmmh ^tigne an^loss of blood, wilii 
the buuets of his pnrsuen ydiistling around him, 
he with difflonity moimted another coaiger which 
be found upon, die bank, wbeee rider bad faUeuo} 
Spurrmg n^idlj atWM a narrow ipaoe of mund 
swept by a etesem shot^ ha phntged bol^ into 
theElstpr. ThdMatd bore mm saCHyacrasa; 
but, in eneaprcfiuifam to etraj^te «p theepre- 
cipitons bank, be fw beeh oftanjiis wounded, 
bleeding, exhamilad fliier,'«ad^^b>stoir^ sank 
to rise BO more. Thee this noUe Ppla, 
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Panarovare tlie meaAiry of this illnstr ous 
his eMinoies resbect bun for bis vir- 
imctar. IeHapole<mheiimnd 
UiAtolQvMtlieEmparorwith 
^ He ibnabthy Napoleon's 

_ njnisBtyehich etntr weM!ed,4>eoaiiae 
m ttmggBag bi the 
hi»y cihus of p^pttw Hgftn It «es mis con- 
yfamoii whtch dhabM Etepeier to gather , 
around hhbf end to bM tphim fat inffis^ble 
hesimas^oftheBpUest^morEeMpe. If Na- 
pMeonis to beoim^ed to me grave of {n&my, 
he miatbe aooooipenied tlMlirt bye east redoM 
of the most^OlnstiieBs men earth baa known. 
The verdict which cond*mfis Ke|ici^n mnstalio 
condemn Poniatowski, Besnbies, Hmoi^ Hdtaix, 
Eugbne, Macdonald, Cautain!i>ourt, leents, 
and a host of others, who, with deatbless affec¬ 
tion, espoused the cease he advocated. This is 
making infamy reputable. ^ 

The victorious Allies now asiMnabiedt with 
shouts of exultation, in the gredt squeie of 
Eeipsio. No pen can describe the horritue ecene 
winch the interiow of the city presented. Tb9 
streets were filled with heaps (» the dy^g and of 
the dead—not merely of combatant^ ^nk of 
peaceful citizens, aged men, wmnen, and ehildreit. 
The houses were shattered and tdown Into t»g- 
menu by the temfle cannonade. Many parts oh 
the mty presented but a pile of emeuklerhig 
ruies. Bi oken caissons, baggage*waggtml, gtas, 
and all the luatend of war, wiri%»wsd in 
rdn aipund Mangled horiea, d^pSkembered 
hmba, and pools of blood pollnted tbeMfem^nU. 

The Emperors of Itusaia and Acsimbf KdA the 
King of Prussia accompanied by nttttgniflceoli 
suite, and deafenipg the city «]tb,tdaiiim notee 
of tnumpb, entered by the southern barrier. At 
the same mdment. Bemadotte, aUo suitonnded 
by war’s most exultant {lageant,snit«red by the 
eastern gates. Iho RoyaTist party in Ltlpsie, 
who ij^ould regain •pnloace am power by the 
overthrow of the popular paity, ereeMyCa the 
Allies with every demonstration of joyv 
The friends of reform retired in suence and 
anguish to their dwellings, or abandoned ibidr 
homes and accompanied the xetreatiag army, to 
escape persecution, imprisonment, and death, {a 
the explosions of*arUUery, and the emmea 
nn^g from the steeples, end the p^ dT ntao* 
tiaf mnsio, they beard the knelf of CktrmaB 
liberty. Their great frimid, who, ititb bmtam 
unexampled, had so long held id bay ail the 
detpotf of Europe, was at last atru^ d 
(Jeitnaiy was agmn deUnsred orat; btmdi 
ieii foot, to Bnssian, »fid PnMji*an, j^^At 
d^luiiim. Beneath that mpese '''' 
mote nations rtiU Ue enthnwidi 
aitowd tbttsr lit a time, imvepei^ii 
to frfaimph, u one of these myi" 
ifidii^ed to tin mvebllih^^ 
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TIio allied kiagiP, wlio rested their diums to 
the throne on the doctrine oF dWine right, ,coa- 
desoended to forget the plebeian didgin of Berner 
dot^ nnce they stood in need of tiiose services 
whieh he was Mtb -able and trilling to render 
them. eBut'Bomaflotte himself admits that he 
tras in an uneoniroi^ble posiiii^n,^ and he no 
longer wished to pafticipate in the alanghtcr of 
his conntrymen. He was tbereforo soon removod 
from the camp of the Allies, and was intrusted 
with an important distant command. 

In the meantime, Napoleon, with his shattered 
army, contiilhed bis retreat rapidly towai^ Er- 
forth, which was about a hundred miles^from 
Lelpsic, The Allies, to throw reproach upon his 
honourable name, slmniefnlly circulated through 
JEurope^ie charge t lint Napoleon, immediately 
on crossing the bridge, Inid ordered it to be blown 
up, willing to spi-iiru Id-! own escape at the ex¬ 
pense of tlir» lives of Ills friends. A story so 
confidently a^'-^-rfed wan generally hclinvcd, and 
Nsflbleon was n‘|ire.sented as a inoTistor of monjj- 
noHK and s,.lHs).ii>’Ss; and it was thought that 
some msgicui arts must have been practiced upon i 
the Erent:.! soldiers to induce them to 'ove, ns 


not a man of spirit. Napoleon fully apm- 
ciated his excellences and his defects. He had 
not forgotten hlurat’s hose abandonment of his 
post on tlie Yistala. He fully undorstood the 
object of thn King of Naples in his present move¬ 
ment { but the characteristic spirit,of the Em¬ 
peror woul^ not permit }jim, in the hour of ap- 
proacMng ruir^ to solicit others to share his fall. 
When Murat calIcd“to take leave, Napoleon re¬ 
ceived him kindly. He uttered not a word of 
reproacbiSstiScd hf* wonnded fJ^lings, and sadly, 
yet affeettonately, embraced hit brother-in-law, 
with tlie fall assurance that they would never 
meet again. It proved to be their last interview. 
Mnrat went over to the Allies, and thus prevented 
Kuglne from marching from Italy to nssiht Napo¬ 
leon. Murat is not, perhaps scverclv to be 
blntned. He was an itnpulsivc man, of hliuliov; 
intellect and of diliTtcd heart, and, by natu^*, in¬ 
capacitated for any noble deed hf scif-sacrilice. 

t)n tiio llth of January, 1814*. a treaty was 
signed between flic Allies and Miiffit. By tin*, 
treaty Murat eii'inL'ed to fuisiish thirty tie ir- pd 
tnc’.i ‘o o-oper:ir.' <■ .‘h sixty lliouwiii'l In n-d 


bv At.-'i; 


Rliirat, t-ikiiig command <4' 


tiii-i 
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they t&anifestlv did love, one thus deservingoiil/ S’’"’}' '’I'-and troops, made an nit- d 

detestation'. The accusation was subsequeut’y | **'" • i-'crr;., l-.iigcneBeauharnuis, at Mi. 

proved to be false. It has now, with a tin iisiind 


similar charges, passed into oblivion. Th.' efl’ect, 
however, of these calumnies still remains upon 
many minds, 

Oatlie day following the retreat, the F.-ench 
army, dejected but still firm and defcrmined, 
passed over the plains of Lut/en, where, but five 
months before, they had obtained so decisive a 
victory. The Allies had now crossed the river, 
and were vigftroiisly pressing tHe jnirnuit. In five 
days Napoleon reached I'niirth. , Here Mnrat, 
seeing clearly that the gnma ol the Empemr was 
declj^iiugiflnd ffmt, in the oriTtlirow of the French 
Emj^re, the crown of N'^ilea would also be 
wrested fretn his*brow, entered into secret nego- 
iintions witb^llb Allies, engaging, if they would 
support him on his throne, that he would abandon 
Napoleon and attach himself to tlieir <-ause. Ho 
deemed l)[apoleon utterly ruined, and, from the 
wreck of the fortunes of his master, with an 
ignoble spirit, he washed to ^curo wliat he oould 
for himself. Under pretence, therefore, of going 
to his own dominions to obtain reinforcements, 
ho abandoned the Emperor ana departed for 
Naples. 

Murat, though a fearless swordsmanf and a 
«man capable of sudden wid heroic impulses, was 


sonora, cw^ltnted the tnq^hles daring the three days of 
battle, bi which the loss of the French wse npwnrds 
(if sixty thousnnd men. The loss of tb^llles was also 
■iinnfinse; it ainoimted to nearly ci^non hnndrod 
officers and forty-one thousand private soldiers, killed 
am! wounded in tho UirM days' comhdL A prodlfdous 
SMuriiice, but which, groat as it is, liumantty has no 
ranso to regret, tor it delivered Europe from French 
iHmitngo, anti the world from revolutionary amression.'Vi 
In such phrase do the Allies record the trlumpn.,of theb* 
cause. BuMfkn and Austrian bondage they ctfI ffAerfy, 
un<l rcnubinaa equality to stigmattoM os retmulioHery 


iiM ^-en'iitvd him from moving to fhv i 
Oi‘ tin, ' f'lr. l-oi tills act, which mint evoi 
r<-m:i’ii j . 1 , l.lihlc stain uj: ,i the charRctci of 
Murat r) ■!’ I’owers gnaruiitccd to him and 
hi.- hrh- , t of '•‘aple.s, which guarantee 

ihey su’ sc pjiimiy ,>crfailiousiy violnlcd. The 
ibirij pieces (B' silver were never paid. 

We do but give utterance to the gener.il ad- 
irilssinn even of Nai'oleon’s enemies when we say 
that the magnanimity .. hieh ho manifested diring 
the whole of this dreadful crisis was sucli as has 
never be^n surpassed. 

Napoleon liad with hint but eighty tliou“ind 
men. Six hundred thousand were crowding 
fiercely in pnrsuit of him, to rush, like an iuiin- 
datiiig wave, into Franee. lie conld no longer 
afford his friends any protection. Tlieir attempt 
to protect him woiffe only re§ull in their utter 
ruin. He called before him tho troops of the 
various German contingents who still remained 
fai|)]ful, released «liein from all further obliga¬ 
tions to him, and, supplying them with money 
and provisions, permitted them to retire to 
their homos, where he knew they would be im¬ 
mediately compelled to turn their arms against 
him. , 

_ The King of Bavaria, as we have before men¬ 
tioned, had abandoned his alliance with Napo¬ 
leon, joined the coalition, and declared war 
against France. Though he did this under 
coropuleion, still, by passing over to the enemy 
several weeks soonerthan Napoleon had expected, 
be plunged the Emperor into extreme embarrass¬ 
ment. The Bavaritfh army was now marching, 
tmdqi; the guidance of the Allies, to cut off the 
retreat of abe French. There was, however, a 
corps of Bavarian troops stUl with Napoleon. 
Theyyhad remained ftutbful to him, notwith¬ 
standing the defecUon of their covereigu. Na* 
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pol^ assembled these soldiers, lirho were botiad 
to (mey their lawful goverumeatf addressed them 
in terms of gratitude for their iidelity, and dis^ 
missed/hcm to return to their King, who would 
immediately be com^Uel to dirlot thmr arms 
ngninst the enfeebled bunds of the Fren^. Be 
addressed a letter to bis former ally, Magimiliaa, 
in which he wrote— • * 

, “ Bavaria having disloyally, and withAt notice, 
declared war ngiiust France, I might, |iith justice. 
lla^'e detained ^heso troops as prisoi^ers of war; 
but such a step would de8tr(^ the confidence 
which I wish the troops in my service to repose 
in me. I liavc, therefore, abstained from any act 
of retaliation." a 

These soldiers were strongly attached to Najm- 
ieon; but. .yiehiing to cruel necessity, they sor¬ 
rowfully retired from the Frpnch ranks. 

lOjioicou t1it)n assembled the Polish troops, 
oiiu pr.ivo their option either to make pesco with 
.1 (‘ ailied soifbrci.rns upon tlic best terms in their 
' ■•.! 'i'. .'.r ti> adhere to his broken fortunc.s. * 

'11..'-! yaliiiiit sdfdiers. with entire nnanimity, 
.1 r-'Mi-d 't they would "bare the Fate oi the 

1 ; It ' ,i who, since til', destmetion ol th ir 
01 . 1 . try, >'.»! ..tiered a w'ord of ayinpathy in their 
btii i' . 

A- N'apeloon h>id been compelled lo weaken his 
/ rtc.s in Spain, tlic popular cause w.'is cfleutnaliy 
-i)j)pre."S{"d there. Colonel Napier says—- 

•'I.ord Wellington's victorie.s h.id pi.t an end 
r'’ till* inlerfonr'se hctv/eeri do.'-eph and the 
•■jiaui.ifd.s wiio desired to niiike ter, ns with the 
1‘ ii ti' h . but the peojile, not losing hope, formed 
ii slrong anti-Lnglish party. The servilca, ex- 
ti'i'inoly bigoted both in religion and politiia, had 
fl.c whole body of the clergy on their side. 
Tiu 'se doctrines were comprised in two soutcnces 
—an iibsolutc king; an intolerant church. 'J’ho 
I.iberals, supported and instigated by ali ardent 
innovators, by the commercial body and populace 
<if < 'adiz, and taking as guides the revolutionary 
writings of the Fremdi philosophers, were hasten¬ 
ing onwards to a domocrac}^ without regard to 
.iiioient usages or feelings, and without practical 
nliility to carry their theories into execution, 
.lealfuisy of England was conjmon lo oil, and 
/iiffWimv was used os a term of contempt, rns- 
terity will scarcely believe that, when Lord Wei- 
lingion was commenoing the campaign of IBi:), 
tlio Cortes was with difficulty, and by threats 
nithfr than reason, prevented from passing a 
law forbidding foreign troops to eSiter a Spanish 
fortress." 

Tn this conflict, England expended on her opera¬ 
tions more than 2,5U0,000,U00 of frmtes. She 
subsidized Spain and Portugal witl^ millions be¬ 
sides, and maintained all tbe 'anmes, Engliah, 
Spanish, and Portuguese, with' her owif enpplies 
of clothing, ams, and ammmtltioxt. She con-j 
Btantly employed in the Peninsula from thirty 
fo seventy thonsand British troops, in addiUoit 
to the countless armies she rati^ ffom Spain 
and Portugal. Her naval ^nodron contL^twly 
harassed the French, making descents bn 'Ghe 
eoasto. She left the bones of forty thooiand 
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Englishmen strewed over the plains and nonn* 
tanis of the Peninsula. The number of natives 
who perished no tongue cau tell. Two hundred 
thousand of her ad'^rsaries were either killed, 
wounded, or taken prisoners; and yet all this 
time Napoleon was engaged with adversaries so 
much more formidelble, tint be could hardly turn 
a passing glance towards bis foes in Spain, 
General Soiut was left, with enfeebled forces, to 
resist as he could the Duke of Wellington. 

Most generously at St. Helena, Napoleon 
apolagised for the dercction of hie allies. “ To 
thgilononr of human nature,"he said," and even 
to the honoflr of kings, I must once morcdecloro, 
that never was more virtue manifested than amid 
the ba.<iencBS wliich marked this period* 1 never, 
for a moment, bad cause to complain, individually, 
of the princes, our allies. The good King of 
Saxony continued faithful to the last. The. King 
of Bavaria loyally avowed to me mat ho was no 
longer his own master. The generosity of the 
dfiiig of Wiirtembcrg was particularly remarkable. 
Thu I’rince of Bivlen yielded only to force, and 
lit the very l:i<it extremity. All, I must render 
tln'in tliis justice, gave me due notice* of tho 
-loroi that was gatiicring. in order that I might 
ailopt tho iiecfiiisary precautions; hut, on the 
other hand, liow odious was the conduct of subal-' 
tern HgontsV Cun military parade obliterate tho 
i'lfinriy of the Siixoiii., who returned to our ranks 
(or the purpoiie of dc.-itroy ing us ? Their treachery 
became proverbial among the troops, who still 
ii'-o the word fiuTtmner to designate a soldier 
who Kss'ishinates another. To crown all,.it was a 
Freiichniaii, a iniiu for whom Frbnch blood had 
piirohaeed a cro^ti, a nursling o^ France, who 
gave the finishing stroke to onr disasters." 

Napoluin ycinaiiiod at Erfurth two days re- 
organzing his army, and then rgsuroed his line 
of march. Swarms of Cossacks, savage in^^b 
and in character. hn{ig upon Lis rear, not daring 
to venture on any formidable aitgcj;., yet harass- 
ing the army by incessant annoyances. Blucher, 
with a powerful force of Kussians, Auftrians, and 
Prussians, followed close behind, ready to avail 
himself of any opportunity to crush tife retiring 
foe. Napoleon pressed resolutely on for fivo 
days, and, after safely traversifig some two hun¬ 
dred miles, arrived, on tho SOtb of October, at 
Haynan. • 

Here the Bavarian government, active In its 
new alliance, and animated by those now in 
power, who were hostile to France, had assembled 
an army of sixty thonsand Austrians and Bavo- 
rian.s, strong in artillery and in cavalry, and had 
planted these forces in a formidable pfiition, to 
cut off entirely the retreat of Napoleon. Ba(^ 
the Frencii, eoldiers, indignant and dei^rate, 
rushed recklessly upon their batteries, ana, after 
a long and gtngumory battle, routed thein en¬ 
tirely. During this conflict, in wldeh -thirty 
jtbousand men, goaded by indignation an^ de¬ 
spair, obdiged the intrenchmento wheta lixty 
thousand were posted, Napoleon waajMundoualy 
walkingroackward and forward oojiid hii^way, 
conversing withtCauluncoarL & bod^-dteU 
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fell, and bnried Uaclf ^!n the saR earth, close by had Dresdenin possession seven days|,having 
their side. Caulaincourt iminediatelv placed hips- ascertained all its weak points, lud knowing^hat 
self before the Emperor, to shield him with his there was not rood to subsiat its gunson fw a 
own body from the effects of the explosion, single day, mocked St. Cyr by saying thirt, if 
The Emperor, paying no regard to the shell, he wer£ aissi^isfied wfrh ^ese terms, might 
continneo his conversation. Fortunately, the return ogain to Dresden. By such jan act of 
bomb sank so deep in the moist ditch,that it did perfidy were thirty thonsand men carried off into 
not burst. * the prinfens of Austria. 'I'liis fact may to somo 

The Allies lost in this battle ten thonsand men seem intgedible; bur it is admitted, in all its 
in killed and wounded. 'The Frencii troops then bald baseness, even by those historians who mott 
pressed rapidly forward, and in two daj's arrived earnestly ]Aoad thd cause of me Allies. Sir 
at Frankfort. At five o’clock the next morning, Archibald Alison*though adding *10 the romiu'k 
the 2nd of November, the army arrived at Slay- several angenerous qnalffications, says— 
ence. Napoleon remained there tlii-oe dayB,^re- “ In violating this convention, the allied 
organising liis .troops, and making arrangements sovereigns did not imitate tlie honourable fidelity 
for defending the passage of the llliinc from the with which Napoleon obSbrved the conditions of 
advancingdegions of tlie Allies. At eight o’clock the capitulation of Mantua, granted to Wunnsor 
at night on the 4th of November he departed for in 17!)G.*’ 

Paris, and at five o'clock in the afternoon of the On the 29th of November, General Rapp, v:ho 

next day he airived at St. Cloud. was in Dantzic, with fifteen thoiWnd ineti, one- 

It is said that Maria Louisa was in a state of half of whom were French and tl(e rest Ger> 
dreadful embarrassment. Site almost dreaded t(^ msfis, was also compelled by famine tb surrender, 
we Napoleon, llt-r father liad treticlicrously “As in tlie case of Dresdea," says Sir Walter 
turned against her husband, *Hnd he was now Scott, “ the sovereigns refused to ratify the stipn* 
marching; with lioatile armies, to invade France. lations, which provided for the return of tlio 
As th/ Emperor entered her apartment, siie garrison to France, but made the commandant, 
threw herself into his arms, hung her liead upon Rapp, the same proposal wliich bad been made 
his shoulder, and, bursting into a flood of tears, to the Klarshal St. Cyr, which Rapp, in like 
was unable to articulate a syllabic. Napoleon manner, declined. The detention of tliis garrison 
pressed her tenderly to his' bosom, soothed her must also be recorded against the Allies as a 
with words of aflcction, and anxiously inquired breacii of faith, wiiich tlie temptation of di> 
for their idolized boy. The beuutirul child was minishing the enemy’s forces caimot justify.” 
brought in, and a touching scene of domestic In reference to tliis capitiilatiun, General Rapp 
affection and grief ensued. Napoleon alone was himself — 

calm. He still clung to hope, and endeavoured “ General Hondelet and Colonel Richemont 
to alleviate the anguish of his wife by the autici- went to the enemy’s camp and concluded a ca- 
pation of brighter da>8. « pitulation, in whicli the power of returning to 

The victorious Allitis, in the meantime, over- France was particularly guaranteed to us. A 
ran oil Germany. AU^^the Slates of the Con- part of the articles had been already executed; 
federation of tli& Rhine were now arranged under the Uussian prisoners had been sent back, the 
tbeir^Btandards. forts had been given up, when I learned that the 

“ The lesser Rrinces,” safs Sir Walter Scott, Emperor Alexander refused his ratification. Tbo 
“had no alttfriiktive but to declare, as fast as Duke of Wurtemberg offered me to put tilings in 
they could, their adherence to the same cause, their Former condition. This was a mockeiy; 
Their niinisters thronged to the head-quurti-rs of but what could we dh? We bad no more pro- 
the allied sovereigns, wiierc they were admitted visions. It was necessary to tie resigned. He 
to peace and fraternity on tfie same terms, managed things as he wislied, and we took the 
namely, that eat'b State should contribute, within road to Russia.” 

a certain period, a year's income of their terri- With such perfidy was Napoleon ever assailed, 
tories and a contingent of soldiers dnublo in How noble and magnanimous does his character 
numbers to that formerly exacted ty Bonaparte, appear^ when contrasted witli that of the Allies! 
for sustaining the good cause of the Alliance.” Rapidly, oqe after another of the garrisons 
St. Cyr, with thirty thousand men, wm shut which Napoleon hod left; behind, numbering in 
up in Dresden. He was soon cpmpelled, through all some eighty thonsand men, fell into the hands 
famine, to capitulate. It was solemnly stipu- of the coalesced Powers, and feudal despotism' 
lated that he and his froops should be permitted again became dominant over all rite broad plains 
to retunfft France, upon condition of not serving of Germany. The three great deipotisins of 
against the Allies till regularly ex olmn^ed. After Cbriatondom,rin alliance with the Tory govern- 
St. Cyr, with his emaciated and totteting troops, ment of England, bad quenched the flames of 
had marched out of the city, and |he Allies had republican liberty in blood. Nothing now re¬ 
taken possession, bo Was informed by the allied laained but to march sfith a miUion of bayonets 
sovereigns that they were dissatisfied with the mto {Vance, to ovorthrow t}ie popnlar govern-, 
convention which their generid had qpncladed,^*mentther8)> to force the Bourbons nptm a people 
and could admit of no terms but such as provided who had rejeotod them, to rivet upon imorant 
for condutfing the garrison, as prisonerslof war, and saperstirious SpMn the chains of ^e most 
into the Aust^an states. They afro, basing now intolerable mril and religious despotism and 
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Clion Europe wonld once again repose in the 
quietsdo of tlie dark ages. * 

In speaking of this memorable^ampaign, Na* 
poleon said at St. Helena— 

** Hov was I perplexed, Tken oonversjpg on 
tliis sulgect, to find mfselfllie onI]i*one to judge 
of the extent of our ^nger, and to adoptmeans 
to avert itt I was harassed on tlicfone Igind by 
tlie coalesced Powers, who atbreatened our very 
existence, and on the other by the spirit of my 
own subjects, who, in their blindness,iseemed to 
snake commonscanse with them; by onr ene> 
miee, who were labouring for *my destruction, 
and by the importunities of my people, and even 
my ministers, who nrged me to throw myself on 
the mercy of foreignerss And I was obliged to 
maintain a good appearance in this embarrassing 
sitnatiun; to reply haughtily to some, and 
shargly to rebuff others, who created difficulties 
in my rear, oncratraged the mistaken course of 
public opinion, instead of seeking to give it a 
proper direc'sfm, and suffered mo to be tormented 
by demands for ponce, when they ought to hiflre 
proved that the onl^ means of obtaining it was 
to urge me ostensibly to war. However, my de¬ 
termination was fixed. I awaited the result of 
events, firmly resolved to enter into no concos- 
(dons or treaties which could present only a tem¬ 
porary reparation, and would invevitubly have 
been attended by fatal consequences. Any middle 
course must have been dangerous; there was no 
eafety except in victory, which would have pre-* 
served my power, or in some catastrophe which 
would have brought back my allies. In what 
a situation was I placed! I saw tbiA France, 
her destinies, her principles, depended on me 
aione." 

* Sire," said Los Casas, " this was the opinion 
generally entertained; and yet some parties re¬ 
proached you for it, exclaiming with bitterness, 

* Wliy would be connect everything with himself 
personally?’" 

“ That was a vulgar accusation," the,Emperor 
replied. ” My situaUon was not one of my own 
choosing, nor did it arise ontwf any fault of mine. 
It was produced entirely by the force and nature 
of circumstances—b.v the conflict of two opposite 
orders of things. Would the individuals i^ho 
held this language, if, indeed, they were sincere, 
have preferred to go back to the period preceding 
Brumaire, when onr internal dissolution was 
complete, foreign invasion certain, and the de¬ 
struction of France inevitable? 1mm the*mo- 
iDont when we decided on the c^oeutration of 
power, which could alone save ns, when we de¬ 
termined on the unity of doctrines and resources, 
which rendered us a mighty nation, the destinies 
of France deeded eolel;^ on tbea^aractar, the 
measures, and the principles of mm who bad 
been invested with this accidental diotatmrship. 
From that moment the publio interest, the State^ 
wumytelf. 

* These words, which I addressed to menPwho 
werecapBbleofundcrstandingt;hem.wera6tn»igly 
censured by the narrow-minded and itt-disgpsed; 
botjthe enemy felt the full force of them, and 


therefore his first object was to effect my over¬ 
throw. The same outcry was raised against 
otbdr words which I uttered in the sincerity of 
my heart. When I said that 'France stood 
more in need of me than I stood in need of her,' 
this solid truth was declaredb to be metp excess 
of vanity. But, my dear Las Casas, you now 
see that I Can relinquish cve^thing; and os to 
what I endure here, my sutferings cannot be ^ 
long. My life is limited; hot the existence of 
France-’’ 

Here the Emperor paused for a moment in 
silence, and then continued:— • 

“ The circumstances in which we were placed 
were extraordinary and unprecedented; it would 
be rain to seek for any parallel to them. I was 
myself the iceystone of an edifice tot|}Iy new, 
and raised on a slight foundation. Its stability 
depended on each of my battles. Had I been 
conquered at Marengo, France would have en- 
cniintered all the disasters of 1824 and 1815 
without those prodigies of glory which ssuo- 
Aeded, and which will be immortal. It was the 
same at Anstcriit;^ and Jena; and agiun’at 
Eylau and elsewhere. The vulgar failed not to 
blame my ambition as the cause of all tnesi 
But they were not of my choosing; they were 
produced by the nature and force of events. 
They arose out of that conflict between the past 
and the fnture, that constant and permanent 
coalition of our enemies, which obliged ns to 
subdue under pain of being subdued.’’ 

" Nupoleon," says Napier, "the greatest man 
of whom*history makes mention—Napoleon, the 
most wonderful commander, the most sagacious 
politician, the most prufonnd statesman—lost by 
arms Poland, Germany, Italy, Portugal, Spain, 
and Franco. Foftune, that nam^ for the un¬ 
known combinations of infinite power, was 
wanting to him, and withnnt her gid the designs 
of man are as bubbles on a troubled ocean."* 

• « 

* • 


CHAPTER LIX. . 

TUB BrRUOOLB RKNEWHD. 

French equality—Remarks of the Emperor—Advance of 
the Allies—Conspiracies In France—The Emperor’s 
addicss to ths Senate-Ohjcct of the Allies—Testt- 
monv of Napier; of Caulalncourt-I'atrlotlsm of Car- 
not-lOfferof Oustarus-limnarks of tlie Emperor- 
Character of Joseph—Strength of tlie Allies. 

The war had flow become a struggle for the 
dethronement of Napoleon, and for the effectual 
suppression, thronghont Europe, of tkptse prin¬ 
ciples of republican equality to which the French 
Revolution hal given birth. There never was a 
government so popular as not to have its opposi¬ 
tion. In evei^ notion and ptate allied to France, 
there were many Royalists ready eaurly to join 
^he allied armiea In the triumph of that eausa 
they hopdfi to regain their exchisiye privileges; 
and in ail tho old aristocracies, thers vinw ma]ll» 
twks oftiie more intelligent portkm of the popa« 
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lace hungering for r^ortn. They welcomed with 
eothnsia«)n] the approach of the armies of Napo¬ 
leon. It; was the existence of this party, in such 
strength, both in England and Ireland, which 
roused the Tory govcrnmetit of Britain to such 
tremon^us exertion^ to crush, in the person of 
the French Empiror, the spirit of republican 
equality. , , 

j The North BritUh Jlfoiew, one of the organs 
of the Tory party, in the following strain com¬ 
plains of that e(]iiulity which Isupoleun esta¬ 
blished in France:— 

“ Those who have watched the interior Work¬ 
ings of society in France, long atid clo.se at hand, 
are inclined to attribute much of £tmt uscloss- 
noss and discontent, wliich is one of its most 
striking Matures, had which is the despair both 
of tbp friends of order and the friends of freedom, 
to the national system of edue.atio>i. Members 
of various gru()e3 and classes in the social scale 
are instructed* together, in the same sdiouls, in 
the (Rtmo mode, and on the same subjects, to a 
degree of which we Jiavo no example here. I? 
the peasant, the grocer, or the tailor, cun scrape 
together alittlo money, his son receive.^ his train¬ 
ing in the same seminary as tlie sou of the pro- 
prietor. wltosc land he cultirutes, whoso sugar 
and coffee ho supplies, and whose coat he makes 
The boy who ought to ho a labourer or a petty 
tradesman sits on tlic saine bench and learn, the 
same lcs.sou as the hoy who is de-tined fur the 
bar, tlie tribune, or tlie civil service of tlie State. 
This system arises out of the passion for lyiuality, 
and fosters it in turn. Tiio result is, tlmt cacli 
one naturally learns to despise liis own destina¬ 
tion, and to aspire to thatof liisfui'tiinate kcIiooI- 
fellow. The,grocer’s son cuvnot see why he 
should not become an advocate, a journalist, a 
statesman, as well as the tvealthict and noble- 
born lad, who vas oCieii below him in the c'a-s. 
whoSi he occasionally thrashed, and often hel]>ed 
over the thorny places of hiwdaily tusk.*’ ” 

“ NapoleODT** lays Las Casas, “ truly was, and 


It is greatly to Napoleon's honour that sneh men 
ns the Dukeof Wclliiiitroii weic ooiiteinUn- ucuinst him. 
It is, in itscftl evidence of ttic rieliteonsnc,.-< of his csnsc. 
Prolinbly there cannot be found in the world n innn 
more nssoluteljr hostile to popnlos rclorm than whs the 
Dakeof Wellington. He was t he idol of the nnstucrncy 
Ho wuH hated by the people. '1 iiey Imd pelted liim with 
mud tlirouRh the streets of London, a*d he hod been 
compelled to baiTicttdc his windows against their ns. 
saults. liven the eoldiers under his command in Spain 
had no affection for his person; and, notwitl)i\pmdin^ 
all the ealomnles of the Ilntisb press, they loved, around 
tlielr cuinp-fires, to tell stories oi'iht goodness of Napo¬ 
leon. Alauy, too, of these soldiers, after the battle of 
Waterloo, were sent to Canada. I am iiifonned, by a 
Rontlemaifbf commanding cliaracter and intelligent-, 
that, when a dilld, ho has snt for hours listening to the 
anecdote-s in favour of Napoleon whIcK N**!*** Hritisli 
aoldiers bad picked up in their camp, xet, true to 
xuilltary dieciplliie, they would stand g^rmly to their 
colours in the hour of baktlo. They were proud of the 
grandeur of the “ Iron Duke,” but no soldter loved him. 
We will imitate Napoleon’s magnsnlmlty in not ques-, 
tloning the sincerity of the Duke of Wellingtai’siwiiviv- 
tions that an aristocraUo government is best for tin- 
people. Wd elmply etate the undeniable /actubot his 
BoetUity was deejl^y to all popular reloriu. * 
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must remain in the eyes of posterity, the’typ^ 
the standard, atid tlie prince of liberal opii^ons. 
They belonged^ to liis heart, to his principles, 
and to liis mmd. If his actions sonietttnea 
seemei| at variance with these ideas, it w)<8 when 
he wus impdHouily •‘wa.Vbd by circurnstances. 
Inono'of the evening parties at tha 't'nileries, 
Napole^, coirversing witii several indiviiltmls of 
the court, who t^crc { rouped around him, closed 
a discusfion on a great political question with 
the followijig word%:— 

“ ‘ For my part, I am fumlamentully and! 
naturally favourlible to a fixed and moderata 
government.’ Observing that tlie countenance 
of one of the interlocutors expres'^od surprise, ha 
continued, ‘ You do not U’dieve me. Why not? 
Is it because my deeds do not seem to accord 
witli my word^s’? My dear sir, how little you 
know of men and Ijiingsl Is the necpssiU'of 
the moment notliing in jour eyes ? Were! to 
shickon ibe reins only fora moment, neither yoti 
nor 1 would probably sleep anotherVjjglit In the 
Tifllerios.’" 

With a million of focs'marching again.-t 
France, and aristocrats and Jacobins, in tlio 
lieart of the l-mipire, ready to comliiiio against 
the established government, a degree of rigour 
was essential whii-li, under other circumstance.'*, 
would not bo called for. Liberiy was compelli'd 
to iiiuke Hiii-rill.-cs to preserve herself fr<mi do- 
stniciion. W'iien tlie ship is in peril of founder¬ 
ing in the storm, even the richest freight inust 
be cast info the sea. 

'riie Allies now advanced triumphantly towards 
the Uliincf. Napohon roiis<-d all his energies to 
meet the emergency. “ Thou'»h age," says Bour- 
rienne, ‘‘ might have been suppo-ed to have de¬ 
prived him of .some of his activity, yet, in that 
iTisi-*, 1 lielicld him us in his most vigorous yrutli. 
Again he developed that fervid mind, which, as 
in ills early conquest'*, ftimiliilnted time, and 
space, and seemed omnipresent in its energies.’' 
Fruiu-e, from tlie lUiinctothe I’yronccs, assumed 
the appeurance of a vast arsenal. Tiie Council 
of State sugg'■.^tcd Napohon that it miglit 
not ho wise to titinounce to the people tho linmi- 
liatitic truth that the froutier-s of France were 
invaded. 

‘^Wherefore.” replied XapoVon, “ should not 
the truth bo fold ? Wollingron Inis entered the 
south; the Russiansnii'iiaecthe north; tlie Aus¬ 
trians, I’ni-sinns, and Ba^ ariniis are on the east, 
tihar^e! W'e|lington is in France, and yo have 
not jisen, en Aosse, to drive him bock. There 
ninst be aii impulse given. Ail must march. 
It is for you, coiinciJors, fathers of families, 
heads of the nation, to set the example. People 
"peak of peot^B'wheu all should echo to the call 
of war." 

The emigrants, members of the Royalist psrty 
whom Napoleon had generously pcrmiitod to 
return to France, and to enter again upon their 
11 states, ba>ely, in this Lour of disaster, turned’ 
agsiost thefi* lienefactor. They organized a wide* 
"pread conspiracy, opened coinniniiicntionv wiA 
the Alues, distributed arms amongtheir adherentfi 
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extolled ike Bourbjn.s, and defamed in every pos¬ 
sible yay (he good character of Napoleon. 

The priests, hoping by the reittorarion of the 
Bourbons to regsw ^e enormous Church pos¬ 
sessions^ which had been conSscated W the 
Revolutiop, in large numbers joinsd the con¬ 
spirators, apd endeavoured to sting die tiosom 
which had warmed them- into life. In many 
districts, their influence ovfr th9 poasanfty was 
almost omnipotent. • 

The Count ofg^rtois, ftfterjrards Charles N., 
hastened to jdn the army of the Austrians. 
His* eon, the Duke of AngoulOmc,* who had 
married tlie unhappy daughter of Louis XVI., 
and whose tragic imprisonment witli her brother, 
the Dnnpbin, in the 'J^'emple, has moved the 
sympathies of the world, hastened to tlio head¬ 
quarters of the Duke of NVeilington. The Count 
of I^ovence, subsequently ^uis XVIIL, was 
residing at Harlweil, England. Ho was an 
iuiirm, unwieldy, gonty old man of tlirecscore 
years. UnaVle to make any exertions himself, 
he But lolling in bis chair, while the Allies cbe- 
Inged France in blo9d and flame to plaue him on 
the throne. Talleyrand, the wily diplomati-st, 
clearly discerning the fall oi the Empire, entered 
into commoiiieation with the Allies to secure 
the bc.st possible terms fur himself. IIo did 
everything in liis power to tiiwart the exertions 
of Napoleon and of the nation. In the Council 
of State and in the saloons of the capital, he 
incessantly advised submission. , 

On the 20th of lleeembcr, Napoleon assembled 
the Senate. He opened the session in {lursoii, 
and thus addressed the members• 

“ Splendid victories baveillustrated the French 
army in this campaign. Defections without a 
parallel have rendered those victories unavailing, 
or have turned tliem against us. b rnnee would 
now liave been in danger but for the energy and 
the niiion of the French. In these uiomentous 
circumstances, my first thought has been to 
summon you around me. IVly heart has need of 
the presence and aflection of my subjects. I 
liave never been seduced by pi^perity. Adverrify 
will And roe superior to its strokes. I have oflcti 
given peace to the nations when they had lost 
everything. With a part of my conquests 1 
have raised up monarchs who have since aBkn- 
doried me. I had conceived and executed great 
designs* for the happiness of the world. A 
monarch and a father, 1 feel that peace adds to 
the security of thrones as well as idatnilies. *No- 
thing on my part is an obstacle ta the re-esta- 
hlishinent of peace. You are the natural organs 
of the throne. It is for you to give an example 
of energy which may dignify onr generation in 
tlie eves of our posterity. Let them not say of 
ns, *Tbey have sacrificed the first interests of 
our country; Hiey have submitted to laws which 
England has sought in vain, during four cen¬ 
turies, to impose upon France.' I am confident 
that in tltis crisis the French will show them¬ 
selves worthy of themselves and of nfe.” 

At the same time, Napoleon communicated to 
IbeBwato and to the Legislative Assemflly the 


correspondence which had taken place with the 
Allia8,both before and after the battle of Leipsic. 
He irished to |^ve to the nation that ho hiul 
neglected no honourable exertions to arrest tlic 
calamities of war. A committee was appointed 
by both bodies to examine and rojior- upon the 
doenments. The report of tho Si-mfte was 
favourable to Napol^u, and yet t)i» infliipime of 
that report was to weaken ilu limpcror's hold 
on the democracy. He had i ought to identify 
himself with the ancient order of iliings. It was 
the policy of his goveniment to conciliate anta- 
gonisyc principles, to engraft democratic rights 
upon fflonarcliicai forms. He hflpod thus to 
secure popular rights on the one hand, and to 
abate the hostility of monarchical Europe on 
the otlier. This policy might h&vo been unwise, 
but there is evidence that he sincerely tifought it 
tho liost which could be adopted under the then 
existing circumstances. He knew that kVanco 
would not submit sigain to place hor nock under 
the yoke of the old feudal aristoi^acy. Ho he- 
]jpvi>(l it impossible to inaintoln republican fSngs 
in France, with ii Jacobin mob at one extremity 
of society, with iwo(Jmlist conspirators at the other 
extremity, and with all Europe in arms against 
the Republic. * 

Tlioiigh tho overwhelming mnjorlty of the 
people of France were siioii:i!y in i'.ivoiir of the 
policy of Napoleon, yet the .Incobins on tho one 
hand, iuid the Koyuliits on tlie other, a small 
but busy minority, wi ro ever ready to join hands 
for his overthrow, 'rim President of the Sona- 
torial Oemmission, HI. Fotitaiies, cuncludod his 
report respecting tlm continued assault of the 
Allies with the following words;— 

“Against whom is tlmt attack directed? 
Against that great man who ha* merited tho 
gratitude of all kings; for he it w'us who, in re¬ 
establishing tlie throne France,«xtingaished 
the volcano with which they were Ml menaced." 

The ptopU (lid not relish tin's declaration,^hat 
Napoleon hud becoiifc an advuaate of the rightx 
of kings. Napoleon bad achicvftif all his vic- 
toi^s and attained bi.s .*.iuirema(;y asgtho recog- 
pixed advocate of the r/i/i'-- of the jteople.' Ills 
rejection of .Josephine, and fii.. niatriaionial al¬ 
liance with the proud house of Hap^urg, also 
operated against hiip. They bad seciirod tor his 
cause no monarchical friends, but had lost him 
the enthusiasm of the pconi . 

France was now di.-,!!' itr'.cncd. One army 
hod perished upon the sjiom.s of Russia, another 
upon the plains of Saxony. The ccniscription 
and taxation bad jjome heavily upon all classes. 
All Europe had boon combining, in an intermin¬ 
able series of wars, against revulutionarv France. 
It seemed imposdblo any longer to pmract the 
conflict. Th§ majority of ibo Legislative Body 
adopted tbe*rcport of their committee, coutaming 
the following sentimeiits, deeply wounding to 
the Emperor:— * 

, “la order to prevent the coalesced Powers 
(from acouaing France of any wish to matnt^ a 
too extensive territory, which they seem to fear, 
would i| not mebibit real greatuuss to undeceive 
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them by b fonnal de^aration ? It is for the go¬ 
vernment to propose the measures -which may be 
considered most prompt and sdfe, for repelling 
the enemy and establishing peace on a solid 
basis. These measures must be efTectual, if the 
French people be convinced that their blood will 
be sbed^nly in defence of their country and of 
its laws. It appears indispei|sable, therefore, that 
his Mnjesty shall be entreated to maintain the 
' full and constant execution of the laws which 
guarantee to the nation the free exercise of its 
political rights." 

Napoleon regarded these insinuations ns noou- 
liarly unfrienffly, and ordered the printing of the 
report to be suppressed. He immt:diBtely as¬ 
sembled the Council of State, and thus expressod 
his sentiments on tho sulycct:— 

“ Yotttire awsre, gentlemen, of the dangers to 
which this country is exposed. Without any 
obligation to do so, I thought it right to consult 
the deputies of the Legislative Body. 'J'hoy have 
converted this act of my confidence into a 
weapon against me, tliat is to say, against tlif^ 
county. Instead of assisting roe, they obstruct 
my efforts. We should assuine an attitude to 
chock the advance of the enemy. Their atti¬ 
tude invites him. Instead of showing to liim n 
front of brass, they unveil to him our wounds. 
They stun me with clamours for peace, while 
tho only means to obtain it is to prep.>irc for war. 
They speak of grievances. But these nre s)ib* 
jeets to bo discussed in private, and not in the 
presence of an enemy. 

“ Was I inaccessible to them ? Did> I ever 
f>how myself ayorse to rational argument ? It is 
time to come to a conclusion, Tiie Legi.'-lative 
Body, instead of assisting to save France, lias con¬ 
curred to uccelernto her rtiiu.e It has b trayod 
its duty. I fulfil mine. 1 prorogue tlm A.h- 
somblv, and call for fre^h elections. Were I sure 
that this act w6bld bring tho people of Paris in 
a cr^d to the Tuileries to murder me this day, 
1 yrould still do try duty. Hy determination is 
perfectly legrfL* If every one here will act 
worthily, I.8haII ;|ret be invincible, as well before 
the enemy as behind tlic shelter of the law." 

Notwitbslanding this prorogation, a few days 
alter, on tlie Ist of January, a deputation from 
the Legislative Body attended court, to present 
the congratulations of the season to the Em¬ 
peror. As they entered the room, Napoleon ad¬ 
vanced to meet them. In earnesF tones, wliich 
were subdued by the spirit of seriousuess and 
sadness, be thus spoke:— « 

"Gentlemen of the Chamlier of Deputies,— 
You are about to return to your respective de¬ 
partments. I bad called you together with per¬ 
fect reliallbe upon your concurrence in my en¬ 
deavours to illustrate this period o( our history. 
You might have rendered me a signal service by 
giving me the support of which I ftood in need, 
instead of attempting Cb confine me within limits 
whidi you would be the first to extend when 
you hod discovered tho fatal effects ofsyour in¬ 
ternal dlssenuons. By what authority do you 
consider ydUrselres entitled to limit toe (tetions 


of government at endi a mi^ent as the pre¬ 
sent? Am 1 indebted to you for tbs autlprity 
which is invested in me ? 1 hold it from Goa 
and die people only. Hava you forgotten in 
what manner I ascended the ^rone whj^ch you 
now attack ?s There ^existed at that period an 
Assembly like your own. Had I deemed its 
author!^ and> its choice sufficient for my pur¬ 
poses, do you think tl>at I wanted the means to 
obtain ita votes ? I liave never been of opinion 
that a sov^eign copid be elected in that manner. 

" I desirous, tliererore, tl\gt the wish, so 
generally expressed for my being invested witli 
the supreme power, should be submitted to a 
national vote, taken from every person in tho 
Freiic-h dominions. By gnch mepns only did 1 
accept of a throne. Do you imagine that I con¬ 
sider the throne as nothing more than a piece of 
velvet spread over a,chair ? The throne coi^sists 
in tho unanimous wish of the niation in favour of 
their sovereign. Our position is surrounded with 
diiliculties. By adhering to myitviews, you 
mi^ht have been of the greatest assistance to 
me. Nevertheless, I trust that, with the help of 
God and of the army, I shall extricate myself, if 
I am not doomed to be betrayed. Should I fall, 
to you alone will be ascribed the evils which will 
desolate our common country." 

The Duke of Rovigo, who has recorded the 
above interview, says that the Emperor, on re¬ 
turning to his cabinet, showed no particular indi¬ 
cations of displeasure against the Legislative 
Ilody. With tliat wonderful magnanimity which 
ever characterized him, be gave them credit for 
the best rntentions. He, however, observed 
that he could not safely allow the existence of 
this state of things behind him, when he was on 
the point of proceeding to join the army, where 
ho would find quite enough to engage h:s atten¬ 
tion. 

It was the special aim of the Allies, aided by 
their co-partners, the Royalists of France, to 
create a division between Napoleon and tho 
French people, and to make the Emperor as 
odious as possible. ,^basive pamphlets were cir¬ 
culated like autumn leaves all over tlie Empire. 
The treasury of England and that of all the 
Allies was at tho disposal of any one who could 
wa|^ I ffective warfare against the dreaded repub¬ 
lican Emperor. The invading kings, at the head 
of their hwust legions, issued a proolamution to 
be spread throughout Europe, full of tlie meanest 
and most glaring falsehoods. They asserted 
that they were the friends of peace, and 
Napoh'on the advocate for war; that they were 
struggling for liberty and human rights, Napo¬ 
leon for tyranny and oppression. Tliey declared 
that they earnestly desired peace, but tliat the 
despot’Napollon would not stieatbe the swinrd. 
They assured the French people that they waged 
no war agaiost France, but only a^inst the 
Usurper, who, to gratify his own ambition, was 
^delugbg Europe in blood. The atrocious false* * 
liood was believed in England, on the Continent, 
and in America. Its iuttueuce still poisons thou¬ 
sands df mindSk 
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Cofonel Napier* tiiongh an officer In the allied flrmnew and forbearance nanid so many ontntgos. 
nnqfir, and inarching under the* Duke of Wel> I accordingly wrote to the Emperor, assuring 
Ungton for the inraHion of Fraifte, candidly ad- hitn that these conferences, pompously invested 
mils that the Allies in this declaration were with the title of a congress, served merely to 
utterly insincere, that they had no dfsire for mask the irrevocably fixed determination not to 
peace, and that theirhnl^hjnct 'Aa to rouse the treat with France; that ties time we yere thns 
iinstility o£ the people of Europe against Napoleon, losing was employed by the Allied Powers in iis- 
lle saysthe negotiations of the ALKes widi Nano- sembling their forcea, for <he purpose of invading 
leon were “ a deceit from tils beginning.’ “ This us on all points at once; tliat by Cnrtlicr tempo- 
f(}ct,’* he says, “was plaoed beyond a^lonbt by rising we should unavoidably augment tbe dis* 
liord Castiereagh's eimultaneous prfpeedinga in advantages of our position." 

London." • , In a private interview with Caiilnincnnrt, as 

^’apoieon sent Caulaincnnft to the head- reptrted by the Duke of Itovigo,^'ap(>leon said, 
quarters of tlie Allies to make every effort in his “ Franco must preserve her natural liniits. All 
power to promote peace. Titcy had consented to tlio ]*oa'ors*of Europe, iiicluding England, have 
ti sort of conference, inesrder to gain time to bring acknowledged these bases at Frankfort. France, 
up their reserves. France was exhausted. The ; reduced to her old limits, would not pqfisess two- 
Allies had slain so many of tite French in these thirds of the relative power she possessed twenty 
iiiiq^iitous wars, that tue fields of Franco were years ago. Wiiat she has acquired towards the 
left uiitilled tor Srant of labourers; and they pro- Alps and the Rhine does not compensate for wliat 
claimed tliis liorrible fact as the residt of Napo- Russia, Austria, and Prussia have acquired liy 
Icon’s blood'Jiirsty spirit! More than a million the mere act of the partition of Poland* All 
of men were now on the march to invade ^he IkIicsc Powers have aggrandized tliemselves. 'To 
almost def>‘ncelcss*Empire. It is utteily impos- pretend to bring ];'rance buck to her former state 
Bible but that Napoleon must have wished for would beto lower and to degrade her. Neither tbe 
j)eaee. But nobly lie resolved tliat ho would ■ Emperor nor tlie Republic, if it should spring 
])erisb rather than submit to dishonour. Every out anew from tins state of agination, can ever 
generous heart w'ill throb in sympathy with this | sub'^oribe to sucli a condition, 1 have taken my 
decision. I determination, which notliing can change. Can 

“ I’lie Emperor,’ says (’aulaincourt, “ closed ! I consent to leave France less powerful than I 
his last instructions to me with the fuliowirig I found her ? If, therclorc, tlic Allies iti.sist upon 
words—‘ I wish for peace, I wish for it witlioig j this reduction of France, the Emperor has only 
any r< servation or after-thought. But, Caulain- one of three choices lelt—cither to fight and con- 
court, I will never accede to dishonourable condi- qner; to die honourably in the struggle; or, 
tions. It is wished that peace shouM bo bused lastly, to abdicate, if the nation shoidd not sup- 
on the independence of ill natibns. Be it so. port mo. The throne has no charms for me, 1 
This is one of those Utopian dreams of which will never attempt to purchase it at the price of 
experience will prove the fallacy. My policy U dishonour." * 

more otdightened than that of those men who In the midst of these days of disaster, when 
wvre born kings. Tiiose men have never quitted Napoleon's throne was erumbllitg beneath him, 
their gilded cages, and have never read history there were exhibited many noble exampkiH of 
except with their tutors. Tell them, I impress disinterestedness tyid fidelity. Tbe illustrious 
npon them, with all the anthority we are entitled and virtuous Carnot, true to li^rgpublican prin- 
to exercise, that peace can be durable only inns- ciples, bud refused to accept uince under tlie 
much as it shall be reasonable and just to all par- Empire. Napoleon had earnestly, Rnt in vain, 
ties. To demand absurd coiicessioni, to impose sought his aid. Carnot, retiring from the allure- 
conditions which cannot bo acceded to consistently inents of the imperial court, was bnried in se- 
with the dignity and importance of Frunr-e, js to elusion and poverty. Ills pecuniary embarra»- 
declare a deadly war a|^inst me. I will never inents at length beanie so great, that they 
consent to leave France less than I found her. reached the ears of tiie Emperor. Napoleon, 
Were I to do so, the whole nation, enmasjie, would though dcen||ng Carnot in error, yet highly 
be entitled to call me to account. Go, Caulain- appreciating the universally recognised integrity 
court. Yon know the difficulties of my polition. of the man, immed ately sent him, with a 
Heaven grant that yon may sucSeed,' Do not toijphkig letter, ample funds for the supply of 
spare couriers. Send me intelligence every hour, his wants. Yearn had rolled away; ^luom was 
You know bow anxiona 1 shall be.’ gathering around tlie Emperor: forei^t armiea, 

“Our real enemies," says Cablainconrt, “they were crowding npon France; all wht^vocated 
who bad vowed oar destmetion, i;ere England, tbe cause of Napoleon were in danger of rain. 
Austria, and Sweden. There was a detetmined In that hguw Carnot came to the rescue, and 
resolution to exterminate Napoleon, and conse- offered himself to Napoleon for the defence of 
qnently all negotiations proved fruitless. Eveiw the country. * Napoleon gratefully accepted thp 
succeeding day gave birtn to a new conflict. In offer, and intrusted him with the command of 
'proportion as we accepted what was offered! nawi Antwerp, one of the keys of the Empire. In 
pretensions rose np, and no sooner w&s one d ffi- the dcleiAe of this place, Carnot exhibited all 
culty smoothed down than we had to enrouni^ those noblo trahs of character whichtwere to be 
another. I know not how I mustered sumeunt expe.t#! of such a mao. ^ 
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“ The ofier," said Qnrnflt in liie letter to Nb- The Duke of Wellington, witSh ft hnndrei and 
poleon, “ of tin arm sixty years old is, without forty tlionsand British, Portngnese, and Spanish 
doubt, but little. Bat I thought thaUhe examine troops, having ddtven the French eoldiers ont of 
ofa soldier, wbos'e patriotic sentiments arc known, Spain, was now overrunning the southern de- 
iniglit have the eiieot of rallying to your eagles partmeii^s of France. Spain waslost. Napoleon 
a numbef of persons*hesitating ns to the part consequently Released l''erdinBiid, and i^stored 
which they should take, and who might possibly liiin to liis throne. Tin perfidious wrench manh 
think that the only way to eerve their country Tested no latitude whatever towards his English 
was to uhaudon it.” delivcrerr^ lie ]from^ly entered into a treaty 

in many of the departments of France, the hostile todDnglatid. 
populace, uniniluenced by the libels against Na- “ Thus dij the so^reign,” sayi^lison, ” who 
poleon, enthusiastically demanded arms, and had regained his liberty and fiis^rown by the 
entreated tlial^tbey might be led againstfthe profuse shecTding sof Englisli blood, make tho 
invading foe. Thu leaders of the Jacobin c]iibs first use of his promised freedom to banish from 
in Paris olferod their services in rousing the his dominions the Allies whose swords had 
frenr.y of the lower orders, ns in the (lay.s of liberated him from prison ^id placed him on the 
the old IJjr’voliition, if Napoleon would receive throne.” 

them into his (illiaiuc, surrender to their writers “ Ferdiniind," says Colonel Napier, “ became 
and to their orators tbn press and the tribune, once more the Kitig^of Spain, lie had been a 
and allow them to sing tlicir revolutionary songs rebellious son in tlic palace, u ploitiiig trnitoi^at 
in the streets <incl i i the theatres. Napoleon Aranjuez, a dastard at Bayonne, un effeminate, 
listctifd lo tliuir proposition, lie-sitiited for a superstitious, fawning slave :it V'uleiieay, and 
innment, and then resolutely replied, i novw, alter six years of captivity, lie rctmiicd to 

“ No. 1 shall find in hattjp some chance of his own country an ungrutefulhitid cruel tyrant, 
safety, but none with those wild dcniagognes. He would have betn the meist odious and 
There <xin* be no connexion between tliem and contemptible of princes if his favourite brother, 
rnomircliy; none between furious clubs and a Don Curios, had not existed.” 
regular ministry; between revolutionary'tribunals Such w'ere the results of the English vrar in 
and the tribunal of the law. If I must fall, 1 Spain. A greater curse one nation never inflicted 
w ill not bequeath France to the Uevolution from xiyion another. What is Spain now? What 
nliich I rescued her." would sho now have been had the energies of a 

Gustavus, the deposed King of Sweden, who p,opnlar government, under Joseph Bonaparte, 
had always I'treiuiously uffiriiied that N.ipoleoii heen diffu'cd thrnnghont the Potiiiisiila ? This 
was the /ieusf de8eril)ed in the Apoculyp*e, now King, whom the English drove from Irpain, was 
strangely offered his services to the Emperor, a sin('cre,'Oiilighteiicd, eoriseiciitious niuu, devoted 
lie pished to make himself thevrallyiiig-pomt of to the public welfare. “ 
the o’i.1 J’oyalist party in Sweden. He would When Joseph ascended the throne of Spain 
tiniB greatly ftiibarrass the nflu'cnicnts of the Cevalios, the secretary of State, notilied the ao- 
treacheroiis Bernadotte, and stand gomo chance cession to all the foreign Powers. By all of them, 
of regaining hjp thrones It was a cuirious ease with the exception of England, he was formally 
of njegitiniato monarch who hud been deposed rc<-()gnisc<l. The Emperor of Russia, acqnaiuteu 
by the people applying for aid to Knpoleoii, in with (He exalted personal character of .Toseph, 
order to overthrow the clt'cteTl monarch, and to added (elicitations to his acknowledgments, 
restore him to las licredilnry chums. Notwith- Even Ferdinand vraa fowHl satisfied with th» 
standing the strength of tho temptation, Na- bargain ho had inadi^ that ho wrote Joseph let- 
poleon magnanimously nfused to listen to hjs turs of congratulation. ” Madame Joseph Bona- 
overtures. • parte,” says the Diicliess of Abrantes, ‘‘is an 

“I have reflected,” he said, “that if I received angel of goodness. Pronounce her name, and 
him, my dignity would reipiiro mo to make all ftic indigent, all the nufortunatc in I'aris, 
exertions in his favour; and, as I no longer rule Naples, &c., will repe.it it xyitli blessings. Never 
tho world, common inind.s would i|f)t have failed did slie hesitate a moment to set about what she 
to di.«covcr, in the interest I might liave displayed eoneeived to be her duty. Her unalterable 
for him, an impotent hatred against Bernadotte. kindifbss, her active charity, gain her the love of 
Besides, Gustavus had been dethroned by the everybody." • 

voice of tlie people, and itwae by the voice'of Blaquicre, an English writer, in his “History of 
the people that I had been elevated. In taking the Spanish Revolution of 1820," says, “ What- 
up Ms ctyifse, 1 should have been guilty of m- ever objections may have been made to the 
consistency in my conduct, and have acted upon particular mode in which Napoleon effected the 
discordant principles.” • regeneration of this country, it will doubtless be 

This will be universally recoguiseo as an ex- enough for posterity to know that the honour 
hibition of tho very nicest sen!!# of honour, belonged to him alone; the principle wae un- 
Napoleon might thu8*have greatly embarrassed ^lestionably paramount to every o^er oonsider- 
his foes, but he preferred to fall rather than call ,utiongand if there ever existed a case in politics * 
the forces of despotism to his aid. diere is, or morals Wherein tho end justified the means, 
perhaps, np incident in Napoleon's career more that of rescuing a whole people from the lowest 
nobly iUubtrat^o of his lofty diarocter* f and m8st abject state o* misery and degradaiioti 
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CHAPTER LX. 

TUB dAFlTCL^TlON 01? r'.KlS. 


is certaiol/ not among tho least exceptionable. 
I cannot help obsening that Ae spoliatiuns 
of human lives and territory enccted by the 
various European congresses held uuee the abdi> 
cation «f Napoleon run tbo risk .of boisig re¬ 
garded ill an infinitely vtorso ligut by,future 
gencration»t}ian his enterpfse against Spain, in¬ 
asmuch as the latter was uniLrfitkcn j^br tlio 
avowed and express purpdia of improving thn 
institutions of an enslaved people, woiglitd down 
by centuries of expression, and of whoth numbers 
of tho most viftnous and enlighteneti cspoifed 
thc*cnuse of the foreign Prince, fclicreas it is well 
known tliat neither Poland, Naples, Genoa, 
Lombardy, Venice, Saxony, Ragnsa, Skily, nor 
Spain liorself, wore resWred to tlieir old tn.'istcrs 
for any other purpose than the renewal of tJio 
former tyrannies destroyed by the victorious arms 
of ll#nnparte.” • 

Jo'opii, upon *1110 ovortlirow of his brother, 
retired to the United States, mid resided for 
many years, universally rcspeeteil, at liq^en- 
town, upon the Delaware. Wliilo there, adep'n- 
tation from Jilcxico (•amc to olTer him the Alexi- J 
can crown, lie replieti, 

“ 1 have worn two crowns, I would not take 
n step to wear a third. Nothing can gratify mo 
more tlian to see men who would not recognise 
my antlioiity when I was at ALadrid now eorno 
to seek me in exile. Hut I do not think that 
the throne wliich j'ou wish to raise ngHiii can 
make you iin|iipy. Every day I jaiss in this. 
ho>pitablo Inlul proves more dearly to me the 
cxeellcnco of republican iiislitutioiis for America. 
Keep them ns a precious gilt from •Heaven; 
settle jour internal commotions; follow the ex¬ 
ample of the United States, and seek among 
your fellow-citizens a man more capahle than I 
am of aciing the great part of.Wmihinglon.” ** 
The last days of the mouth of •laniinry had 
now arrived. An army of one million t^vtjiiy- 
cight tlioii'^and men from the north, the east, 
and the soutli were on the march for the over¬ 
throw of the imperial republic. Such fuives tho; 
world had never before seen* Napoleon, having 
lost some five huudred thousand men in the Rus¬ 
sian campaign, three hundred thousand on tlm 
plains of Saxony, two hinulrcd aiulHfiy tlioin^ud 
in the iSpainish Peainsnlu, and having neiu-ly n 
hundred thousand besieged in tho fortresses of 
the Elbe and the Oder, was unable, with his 
utmost exertions, to bring forward more than two 
hundred thousand in tho field to meet tho enor¬ 
mous armies of the Allies. Ho cduld take but 
seventy thousand to encounter the multitudinous 
hosts crowding down upon him from the Uhlue. 


n Joseph Bonaparte died at norcticobon the 28tii oi 
.Toly, 1814, aged seventy-six yean. “He wasaitasded,” 
Mys Louis Napok-en, “ by Queen Julie, whose devotion 
tailed not to the last, and aho was ever a comforting’ 
angel, as well as by hla brothers Louis and Jerotna 
whom he loved affectionately. Ho expired gently; an^ 
Vs a righteous man. ho would have seen tlie apprateb of 
deatbaitliout regret, if the phantom of okIIo had not 
Intmdod, even on tils lost moments^ to wrigg bis heart 
and puliou bis last lorewelL" , 


Tho Empress Invested with tho Becenev - Tho rm- 
peror's departure from I’arU—Uutile of Urii’niiu-- 
lijrections to Caulalncouit—inirctt-nthiK liiaiilitye 
tlio Abies—Their atrocums domaiiils-i:M)i,iiiillrl(>(t 
efforts Ilf rho Knfm’rrd—ItalSIo of .M-iiitoir.iu -intoi- 
viciv with ,)ow‘|ihliio-Bold rrsulvi* of ilie 
riaiUif the Allios—Tho aitiuik on Poi-ls—C upitulaiiun 
—Nspoleou at I'lmtuiiieblcail. 

0^ Sunday, the 24th of January, 1814, Nape- 
leon\fter attending mass, mcciveirthe <11 ituilnries 
nf the Empire in the grand saloon of^Iiu 'J’liilurios. 
The Emperor entered the upartiiient picccdvd by 
the I'hnjircss, and Icadiiigby tho band lil.sidoli/i'd 
son, u child of extraordinary beauty, not yet 
three years of age, Tlio child was drbssed in 
till! iiiiiform of tin: Nathm.'il Guard, wliile luxu- 
riiinr. riiiglo's uf golden hair were clusteiing over 
Jiis sli.'ni'ders. Tho UmiKTOr was^ calm, bnt a 
■I'll |< >.hiidcof luidancboly overspread his foaijires. 
'4'lic most prolbuiid sadness reigned in tue a'^sem- 
bly. In :i ccriMnonv grave nnd solemn, tho Em¬ 
press was invested with tho Regency, and took 
llie ri’«niisite oath of olhee. TJio Emptfro^, then 
advancing, wiili his child, into tho ocutro nf the 
circio, ill tones which thrilled upon every heart. 
Unis addresst’d tlicm i— 

“ Gentlemen,— I depart to-night to place 
myself at the head nf ilio ariiiy. On (putting 
the e.ipit,al, I leave behind, wiili confidence, iny 
wi e an^ son, uiwii whom so many hopes re¬ 
pose. 1 shall depart with a mind freed from a 
weight of disquietude when 1 know that these 
pledgi'S are under your faithful guardianship. 
To you I confide what, next to FraneeHMloid 
•li'iirest in tlie wor.d. Let there b*e no political 
divisions. Endeavours will not be wsiiting to 
shake your fiilelity to yoffr duties 1 depend on 
yon to nqiel nil such pcrfiJiniis instigations. aLct 
the respect for pri^perty, the rnaiiitoriaiico of 
order, and, above all, tho love o?^''ipncc, aniinato 
every hosoin.” 

As Napoleon nitored these words, his voice 
trembled witii emotion, and many of his imdjtnr.i 
were uircetcd even to tears. At an Tarly hour 
he withdrew, sa 3 in|: to those near liini, “Fare¬ 
well, gentlemen , we shall p<;rhaps meet again.” 

At three o’clock in tho morning of the 2.‘ith nf 
.January, NnpSlcon, «f er liaving burned all bis 
private papers, and enibrnced Ina wife and liis sou 
lor this hist time, left tho Tuileries to join the 
ar nf. Ho iiever^aw either wife or child again. 

The Allies had now crossed the llliine, and were 
sweeping all opposition before them. T^y issued 
the atrocious proclamation that eveiy French 
peasant whg iiiould be taken with arms in bia 
hands, endeavouring to defend iiia country, abould 
be shot as a M’lgiind, and that every village and 
town which offered any'resistance should be 
,burned to the ground. Even Mr. Lockhart ex* 
elaims, “ Chis, assuredly, was a flagrant outrage 
against tho most sacred and iualieo^)^ rigbte sf 
mankind.” i 
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Napoleon drove rapidly in hi« carriage about bled at. Rothiorrc forty thousand troops. The 
one hundred miles east of Paris, to Vitry and St. French, desperately struggling against suchrfear* 
Dizier. Here, at the bead of a hw Uiousknd ful odds, maintained their position during the day. 
noldiers, he encountered the leading Cossacks of As a gloomy winter's night again darkened the- 
BluchoPsarroy. He immediately fell upon them, scene, ^Japiieon retreated Troyes, leaving six 
and routed them entirely. Being informed that tliou8a;id of his vali#it band, in evBtf hideous 
Biuclier bad a powerful nrmy near Troyes, about form of mti'ilation.rnpon the frozen ground, 
fifty miles south of Visry. Iffepokon marched all Alexander ail'd ^Frederick William, from one of 
,the next day throngh wild fiirest roads, and in a the iicighboiiring bdightB,^ witnessed, with un- 
drenebing rain, to surprise the unsuspectitijl and bonndecTexrfltation, this triumph of their arms. 
sulf'ConHdent foe. The ground was covered with Blucher^ tiiongb^a desperate^fighter, was, in 
snow, and the wheels of the cannon were \^ith his private rcharacter, one of the'most degraded 
tiie utmost difficulty dragged through iheddeep of bacchanals and debauchees. "The day alter 
quagmires. But intense untliusia'-in inspired the the battle," says Sir Archibald Alison, “ the 
Boidiers of Napoleon, and the iidinhltunts of tiie sovereigns, ambassadors, and principal generals 
country through wiiich tliey passed gave the snpped together, and Biliclier, striking off, in 
most all'cyiting demonstrations of their grutitiide his eagerness, the necks of the bottles of cham- 
»nd their love. " Tlie liiiiuh1c<t ciibius," says pagno with his knife, quaffed off copious and 
Lamartine, “ gave u]> tiieir little stores, with oor- repeated libations to'the toast, drunk with eathU'* 
dial hospitality, to warm and nonrisli these lust siasin by all present, *To Paris 
defenders of tho soil of France." Napoleon, in Nspoleou was now in a i-tato of most painful 
the midst of a column of troops, marched fre- pei^l^ity. Ilis enemies, in bodies vastly out* 
qnently on font, occasionally entering a peasant’I nunibering any forces he coul^ raise, were march- 
hut to cxainiiio his maps, nr tc^catch a inuraeiit's ing upon Paris from all directions. A movement 
aieep by the fire on the cottage lieartli. towards the north only opened an unobstructed 

About noon on the -Dtli, with but twenty higlj.way to liis capital from the east and the 
tboii.s.md men, he eiicoiintircd sixty thousand south. Tidings of disaster were continually 
I’nissiarif), commanded by Bluclier, forinidabl.v rea<'hing his ears. A conference was still being 
posted in the castle and upon the eminences of carried on between Napoleon and the Allies in 
iirienne. Nnpoleon gazed for a moment upon reference to peace. Napoleon wrote to Caiilain- 
these familiar scenes, hallowed by the reini- court to agree to any reasonable terms " which 
tiiscences of childhood, and ordered an immediate would save the capital and avoid a final battle, 
assault, without allowing ids troops a miynent to which would swallow up the last forces of the 
dry their soaked garments. Before that day's kingdom.” 

aun went down behind the frozen liilN, the snow Tiie Alfie*, however, had no desire for peace, 
was crimsoned with the blood of ten thousand of They wished only to create the impression that 
tlic AutcSVaiid Bluclier was rctfeating to effect a Nnpoleon was the one who refused to sheathe tlie 
junction witii Schwartzeuberg at Bur-sur-Aubc, sword. Consequently, they presented only ench 
some few miles distant. terms as Napoleon could not, without dishonour. 

As Napuleon«was sloilly returning to his qnar- accept. On receiving, at this time, one of those 
ters^alYer the action,‘indulging in mclnnclioly mcruiless despatches, requiring that he should 
thought, a squadron of Knssivn artillery, liearing surrender all the terriUtry which France had ac- 
the foothills o( ^us feeble escort, made a sniiden quired since his accessinn to the throne, Napoleon 
charge in the dark. Napoleon was assailed, at was plunged into an agony of perplexity. Such 
tlie same ihoment, by two dragoons, fieiieral a concession would dishonour him in the eyes of 
Corbineau threw himself upon one of the Cos- Franco and of Europe. It would leave France 
sacks, whiKi General Gonrgaiid sliot down the weakened and defenceless—exposed not only to 
other. The escort, who were but a few strps insii’t, but to successful invasion from tlje power* 
hcliiiid, immediately cliargnd'] and rescued the fill and banded enemies wlio surrounded the re*: 
Emperor. Napoleon had loit in tlie cnntbcc at publican Empire, Napoleon shut himself np for 
liri.nne five or six thousand men sin lulled and hours, pondering the terrible crisis. Ruin was 
voiinded. coinigg like an avalanche upon him and upon 

I'lia next day, Blucher and Scliw.nrtzenborg, Franco. The,generals of the army urged him 
ha'ing eil'ected a,junction, marched wiili h'.uin* to submit to the dire necessity. With reluctance 
drid and fifty thousand men to*attack Napoleon Napoleon transmitted these inexorable conditions 
at RotliieiTO, nine miles from Brienne. Prince of the Allies to his privy-council at Paris. All 
Scliwartzai'.berg sent a confidential oflieer to hot one voted for accepUng them. • His brother. 
lUiichcr to inquire respecting the plan of attack. Joseph wroteAo him t 

He abruptly replied, • • “ Yield to events. Preserve what may yet be 

“We must march to Paria Napoleon has preserved. Save your life, precious to milliooa 
been in all the capitals of Europe. We must of men. Ttiere is no dishonour in yielding to 
niaxe him descend from a throne which it wouid numbers, and accepting peace. There would be, 
have bren well fur ns all that he lind never‘dishonour ip abondoning the throne, berause you 
mounted. We shall have no repose tiu we pull would thus abandon a crowd of men who have 
him down.'k devoted themselves to you. Hake peace at any 

The Euiperoigd^ad, with much difnculty,*'as8em. | “ 
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Tltas ni^d ao^ OTerwlielmed, Napoleon at 
lait, <with extreme acgnUb, Caulainconrt 
permission to sign any treatv winch he thought 
necessary to save the capital. His consent was 
given in a nugular^ charaote^io nsanner. 
Calmly taking from a slfelf a volume gof the 
works of Montesquieu, hemd aloud the follow¬ 
ing passage:— ’ , • • 

“ 1 know nothing more vnagnonimous than a 
resolntion whioh a monarch took, whd^af reigned 
in our times, to tnry himselfaunder ne ruins of 
liis throne, rsAher than accept conditions un- 
wofthy of a king, lie had a mind too lofty to 
descend lower than bis fortunes had sunk him. 
He knew well that courage may strengthen a 
crown, but infamy nevAr.” 

In silence he closed the book. Ho was still 
entreated to yield to the humiliating concessions. 
It was represented that nothing could be more 
magnariimous than to sacrifice even his glory to 
the safety of the State, which would full with him. 
The Kmperor, after a moment’s pause, replied— 

“ Well, be it so. Let Cnulaiiicourt sign wlmt- 
ever is necessary to procure peace. 1 will bear 
the ehame of it, but I will not dictate my own 
disgrace.” 

But to make peace with the republican Em¬ 
peror was the last thing in the thoughts of tliese 
banded kings. When they found that Napoleon 
was ready to accede to their cruel terms, they 
immediately abandoned fbein for other and still 
more exorbitant deiunnds. Napoleon boil con-* 
sented to surrender all tlie territory which France 
had acquired since his accession to power. 

The Allies now denuinded timt ^^apoieon 
should cut down France to the limits it pos¬ 
sessed before the Revolution. Tiio proposition 
was a gross insult Napoleon nobly resolved to 
perish rather than yield to such dishonour. 

Whal^” be exclaimed, as he indignantly 
held up these propositions, do they require that 
I sbonld sign such a treaty as this, and that I 
should trample upon tlie oifth 1 have taken, to 
detach nothing from the soil of the Empire? 
Unheard-of reverses may foaco from me a pro¬ 
mise to renounce my own conquests, but that I 
should also abandon the conquests made before 
mo—that, as a reward for so many eflbrtsf so 
mnch blood, such brilliant victories, 1 should 
leave France emaller than I found her I Never 1 
Can I do BO without deserving to be branded as 
a trmtor and a coward ? 

“ You are alarmed at the continuance of the 
war, but^I am fearful of more certain dangers 
which you do net see. If we renonnee the 
hotmdaty of the Rhine, France not only recedes, 
but Austria and Prussia advance. France stands 
in need of peatce; but the peace which the Allies 
wish to impose on her would sulgect her to 
greater evils than'the most sanguinary war. 
What would the .French ]^ple think of me if | 
.were to sign their humilhition ? What could 1 
say to the republicans of the Senate, when^hey 
demanded the barriers of the.Rhiner Hmiven 
preserve me from snch degradation 1 Deipatcb 
an answer to-Caulaiucourt, and tell him that X 
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reject tlie treaty. I wotdd rather incur the 
risks of the most terrible war.” This spirit his 
foe# have stigmatized os insatiable ambition and 
the love of cornege. 

The exnltant Allies, now confident of the 
min of their victim, urged dteir armies iinward 
to overwhelm with numbers the diminished 
bands stilPvaliantly^efending the independence 
of France. Napoleon, with torty thousand men, , 
retreated some sixty miles down the valley of 
the^eine to Nogent Schwartzeuberg, with two 
hnmed thousand Austrians, took possession of 
Tro^s, about seventy-live miles qjiove Nogent. 
With these resistless numbers be intended to 
follow the VhUey of the river to Paris, driving 
the Emperor before him. 

Fifty miles north of the river Seine lies tho 
valley of the Marne. The two streams unite 
near Paris. Bluchcr, with an army of about 
seventy thousand Russians and Prussians, was 
rapidly marching upon tho metropolia, down tho 
banks of the Marne, where there was no fcree 
fb oppose him. The situation of Napoleon 
seemed now quite desperate. Wellington, with 
a vast army, was marching from tho south, 
llemadotto was loading uncounted legions fioin 
the south. Rlucber and Schwartzenberg, vvitb 
their several armies, were crowding npua Paris 
from the east; and the enormous navy of Eng¬ 
land had swept Frencli commerce from all seas, 
and was bombarding every defenceless city of 
France. The counsellors of tbe I'.mpcror were 
in desptyr. They urged him, from absolnto 
necessity, to ucoede to any torma which tho 
Allies might extort. 

Tlie firmness which Napoleon displa yed niid cr 
these trying circujpstances soars inC^WBSIWlfTEy. 
To their entreaties that he woulu yield to dis¬ 
honour, he calmly replied— 

“No! no! wo must tftiuk of«other things 
jnst now. I am on the eve of beating Bluokcr. 
lie is advancing oia tiie road to Paris, I am 
about to set oft to attack him. * J#vill beat liiin 
to-morrow. I will beat him tbe d^ after to¬ 
morrow. If that movement is attended witii 
the success it deserves, the face of alluirs will 
be entirely changed. Then we shall see what ia 
to be done.” 

Napoleon had fdirmod one of those extraor¬ 
dinary plans wliic.li so often, during his career, 
had changed wpparent ruin into tho most tri¬ 
umphant success. LcnAing ten thousand men 
at Nogent to retard tlie advance of the two 
hniwkretl thousand Austrians, he hastened, with 
the remaining thifty thousand troops, by forced 
marches, across tlie country^ to the valley of tho 
Marne. It was his intcniion to fall^uddenly 
npon the flank of Blucher’a self-confident aiid 
unsuspecting ftrmy. 

The toil of the wintry march, through miry 
roads, and through storms.of sleet and rain, was 
so exhausting, that he nad but twenty-five 
ithousntid men to form in line of battle when lie 
eoconnterld the enemy. It waa early in the 
morning of the 10th of Febi||uy, ne the sun 
rose biuliantlyover the Bnow-co^(ed lulls, when 
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the French soldieft burst »pon the Bassians, 
who were' quietly preparing iheir breakl^sts, 
The victory was most brilliabt^ Natwleori 
pierced the centre of the mnltitMindas Toe, 
then turned upon one wing and then upon tiie 
other, \uid pr()udiy''iicBttered the fragments of the 
army before liitn. But hejmd no reserves with 
which to profit bythifextrnordinary victory. Ills 
weary troops could not pursue the fugitives. 

The next day Bluchcr, by rapidly bringing 
forward reinforcements, succeeded in collerting 
sixty thousand men, and fell with terrib^fury 
upon tlie litAe band who were gathered around 
Napoleon. A still more sanguinary battle en¬ 
sued, in which the Emperor was again, and 
still more signally, triumphant. These brilliant 
acliievenients elated tlie French soldiers beyond 
measure. They felt that nothing couhl withstand 
the genius of the Emperor, and oven Enpolei’in 
began to Jione that Fortune would ngnin smile 
upon him. From the field of battle he wrote n 
hmf’ied litie to (.’niihvincourt, who was his plcqi- 
potenthiry at Cbsitillon, where the Allies liad 
opened their pretended negotiations. “ I have 
<-onqn<‘rcd,” ho wrote; “ your attitude must he 
the sa^ie ftr peace. But sign nothing w'ithout 
my order, hecausi! I alone know my position.” 

While Napoleon was thu.-. cutting up the army 
of BUicher oi» the Marne, a singular scene was 


l-bon adhepBots. .arrived at the head<qnarters of 
the Allies witlt- a message from the Royalilt con¬ 
spirator in Paris, entreating the monaruhs to 
advance as rapidly as possible to the capital. A 
baser%ct of (trcachei^ has seldom beeq, Recorded. 
Thes# very men ha^been resened from pennry 
and exile by the pinerosity of Nafjoleon. He 
had pdrdoned their I oatilit^ to republican France 
—had |>iGltercd them from insult and from injury, 
and, withA warm sympathy foi^their woes, which 
Napoloonmeither bausednor coqld have averted, 
had recci^d titem under the protection the 
imporial regime. 

In ten days Napoleon had gained five victories. 
The inundating wave of invasion was still rolling 
steadily on towards Plh-is. The activity and 
energy of Napoleon surpassed all which mortal 
man had H)ver attempted before. In a d»‘ and 
night march of thilty hours hurried back to 
the banks of the Seine, The Austrians, now 
three liundrcd thousand strong, were approach¬ 
ing Fontainebleau. Sixty miles sonth-eaat of 
Paris, at the conllucnce of tho Seine and the 
Yonne, is situated, in a landscape ol remarkable 
beauty, the little town ui klontcreau. 

Here Napoleon, luiving or>!Iftctcd around him 
forty thousand men, presented a bold front to 
arrest the further progre.s8 of the Allies. An 
awful battle now ensued. Napoleon, in the 


transpiring in Troyes. The Royalists there, i eagerness of the conflict, ns the projectilc.s from 
encouraged by Napoleon's apparently liopcles.s^the Anptrian batteries ploughed tho ground 
defeat, resolved to make a vigorons inox'’ein(‘ntT arontid him, and hi-< artil'erMnen fell dead at Ids 
for the restoration ol the Bourbons. A depute-, ti’cr, len]>o<l from hi. hoiw', and wiLii Ids own 

tion, consisting of the Marquis de \ idrunges and , hand directed a gun a'.;:uji't ih<‘masses of the 
the Chevalier lie Goualt, accompanied by five or oianny. As tlm lu'ik iVoiii iln.- IiomiIc batterva 
si'i^t.ho it|babitBnt.s, with the white cockade of torti thronah the Fniul. rai\ks, strewing the. 
the fallen dytiasty upon theirhreasts, treasonably i groimfl with the wounded and the dead, the cau- 
lalled upon the Emiieror Alexander, and said— i noidcrs qjilri’uted the I'mp.Tor to retire to a place 
“ We entreat your J>,Iajest.y, in the name of all | of safety. With u sereno eye. ho looked around 
inhabitants of T 


the respectablte 
witli favour the wish which we form for the re¬ 
establishment of tho royalMiouso of Bourljou on 
the throne of*l*rnnec.” 

But Alr.vander. appi clien.sivo that tlie genius 
of Napoleon might still retrieve his falion for¬ 
tunes, cautiously replied— 

“Gcntfemen, 1 receive you with pleasure. I 
wish well to your cause, but,, I fear your proceed¬ 
ings arc rather premature. Tho chances of svar 
are uncertain, and I should be, grieved to seo 
brave men like yon compromised or sacrificed. 
\Ve do not come ounselves to give a king to 
France. Wc desire to know its wishej, and to 
leave it to declare it.self.” , 

* But it will never declare itself," M. de Goualt 
replied, “as long as it is under the knife. Never, 
so lonj^*as Bonaparte shall be itt authority in 
FraneC will Europe be tranquil." . 

“It is for that very reason," re^efl Alexander, j 
“ that the first we must tbit'k of is to beat 
him—to beat him—to beat him." 

The Royalist deputation retired, encouraged 
with tho thought that, from prudential conside¬ 
rations, their ewse was adjonmed, but only for a 
few duys! Ajj^he same time, the ^Hurquis of 
VitroIUs, oneftf the most devoted of tue Bonr- 


Trnyos, to accept j upon the storm of iron and ofl ■ad. and, siiiilitig, 
said, “ Courage, my friends; tlie b.'dl which is to 
kill me is not yet cast.” •” The bloody cotnhui 
tenninatod with the night. Napoleon was the. 
undi«puted victor. 

The whole allied army, confounded by such 
unexpected disasters, precipitately retreated, and 
hi^ran to fear that no numbers could triumph 
over Napoleon. The F.mperors of Russia and 
Austria, and the King of Trussia, bewildered by 
such unanticipated blows, were at a loss what 
orders to issue. Napoleon, with but forty thou¬ 
sand men, piirsncd the retreating army, or 
hundred thousand strong, up the valley of the 
Seine, till they took refiigo in the village of 
Cbaiimont, about a hundmd and sixty miles 
from the field of battle. 


In one of the charges which took place at the 
briiige of Montereau, u bomb llrcnilly entered tho chest 
of (ifiioral PaJolt's charger, and butst In the stomach ot 
kthc poor animal, sending Its rider a consldoruble lielglit 
Into the air. Oenerai PiiJoli fell, dreadfully inanBled, 
blit tlmost miracnlously escaped mortal tafory. When 
this sluBuUr occcurrenre was nrentioned to the Emperor, 
he said to the geiioral that nothing but the hitcrpc^tion 
of Providence could have preserved his lilb under such 
circumstances. This anecdote was related to W. tl. 
Irelaud, Esq., hy General Paloli liimMU. 
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„ My hcnrt is relievefl," ^apolaon eoiKicSv^. We s^ll record bat one, as illnstratlve 
fully, as be beheld the H'gbt ofVie Allies. • ‘*1 of bonmds which niif'ht be narrated. In 
hiivesaved the capital bf my Empb?.’' Amazing midit « a broody skirmish. Lord Londonderry 
as were these achievements, they only postponed saw a y^&g and beautiful French lady, tlio wile 
the day ruin. Tho»def#apt of on# or twbJjnn* of a colonbl, seized from a oajifccho by three semi- 
dred thoosand, from armiAntimbering ahiillioa barbarian Rassion soldiers, who were Imrrying 
of men, with another amir of a ipillion held in into the wpods with stheir^frantic and shrielting 
reserve to fill up the gaps otfised bj the cAualties victim. ^ With a small band of soldiers ho suo- 
of war, could be of little avail. a t ceeded in rescuing her. The confusion and peril ’ 

Ta the midst |f these terrific scenm Napoleon of the battle still oontinning, he ordered a dragoon 
almost daily cojrespotided wiA Josepuine, whom to ^nduot her to liis own quarters till she could 
liojBtill loved as beloved no(V)eeldb. On one be i^pvided with siiitublo protection. The dragoon 
o<’Cttsion, when the movements of battle brought took the lady, fainting with terror, ?lpon liis horse 
him not far from her residence, he turned aside behind him,.when another rnfliua hand of Cos- 
iroin the army, and sojmht a hurried interview sacks struck him dead from his steed, and seized 
witli his most faithful mend. It was their last again the unhappy.victim. She was never hoard 
meeting. At the close of the short and melan- of more. And yet every heart must know her 
chol V visit, Napoleon took her hand, and, gazing awful doom. 

tenderly upon li(»-, said— * I The Allies, in consternation, held a council of 

“Josephine, I have been as fortunate as was! war. . (Ireat despondency prevailed. “TJie 
overman upon the face of this earth, lliit in : ffi-snd Army," said the Aiisttinn ofiieers, “has 
thi-s Itoiir, when n sldrni is gathering over my . Jj,st lialf its iiunihers by the sword, disea-sc, and 
hc.i'l. 1 hiive not, iieihU wide worM, any one but! wet. weather. The country wo are now in is 
vou upon whom I r.in repos-*.” ■ niiiiod. 'j'ho sonr^fes of our supplies are dried up. 

Mis Ji tters, written amiJ all the turmoil of the : All around us the inhabitants are ready rnisa 
CRuip, though exceedingly brief, were more con- the sruiidardof insurrection. It has hueomo in- 
tiding and alK*cti<ni!it« than ever, ami, no matter dispeimalde for us to secure ii retreat to Germany 
in what husimhe was engaged, a courier from and wait for reinrorcoments." 

.Ivi'i phiiio immediately arrested his attention, and , These view.s svere adopted by the rnsjority. 
a liiiu from her was torn open with tho nUnost The retreat was continned in great confusion, and 
citgerness. Ills last letter to her wa.s written in Count Lichtenstein was despatched to the liend- 
tlie vicinity of llrieinie, after a desperate, cn-* quarters of Napoleon to solicit an armistice, 
"ugement "against fivervihelming numlier*" It Napoleo* received the envoy in the hut of a 
conchided iti the foliowitig utlec'.ing wo^ls:— peasant, wlierc he had stopped to pass the night. 

“ i 111 heholdiiiir tlicM! scene-., wliere I had passed I'rinco 1 .ichtenstcin, as he proposed the armistice, 
iny boyhood, and c-imi-armsr mv pei. d'ul cotnli. presented N.ipoleon with a priv(^ iho 

tifin then with the agitation and terror" which I JCrnpiTor Fnmci-. •This letter wa# written in a 
now cxperieuce, I several times said iq my own <*onciliiitory and almost apologetic spirit, nd- 
miiid, ‘ I have sought to meet death in many mitting that the plans qt the Allies had been 
cmifiicts, Ie.'tn no longerioav it. Tome,death most cnVctnally frustrated, and*that, in^to 
would now he a blessing. But I would once rapidity and force of the strokes which had been 
morn see Josephine.’ ” given, the Ismpcror fif- Austria %eci)gnised anew' 

There was an incessant battle raging for a 4lic resplendent genius of his sonflif-law. Naj^ 
circuit of many miles round the metropolis. All • Icon, according to hia custom on suchvoccasw^* 
the hospitals were filled wit* the wounded and ' entered into a perfectly frank andunrescrve||j!of,^ 
the. dying. Josephine and her ladies were cm-' versation with the Prince. Ho inqui^pd/ 
ployed at MaliPiiison in scraping lint and forming if tlio Allie.s intended the rcstorutiojjf^f 
uandages for the aulTering victims of war. *At, Bourbons to the thiipne of France ? f 
I*ist it became dangerous for Josephine to remain ; '"Is it a war against the thron^aid be 
any longer at Mnhaaisou, as hands of barbarian | “ which you intend to carry on ? T^uiint of 
soldiers,withrapineandviolence,were wandering Artois is withiho Grand Army iyvitzerJund. 
all over the country. One stormy morning, v/ben The Dube of Angonlcme is atoth^id-qunrterJ 
the rain was falling iu tioods, ri>a»took her car- of tli^H^nke of VVellingtou, fron^ico ttddrp.ssl 
riage for the more distant retreat of Navarre, ing ^wMlamations^o the south»»rtioas of my 
She had travelled about thirty miles when some Empire. Can I believe tlia|^ather-in-law, 
horsemen appeared in the distance, rapidly ad- the Emperor Francis, is soh^»’ -so unhatnml 
vancing. .She heardtho-cry of “'IheCossacks! as to project the dethi^"* of "Bis own 
the Co.ssack.s !'* In her terror she leftped from her daughter ani^tlio of big 

carriage, and, in the drenching rain,fied across the grandson?”* m. 

fields. The iittendnnts soon'discovered that they The Princ# assor^j®''** that the Allies 
were French dragoons, and-the unhappy Empresf bad so such ideajjT*"® ’’osulHricu of the 
Was recalled. .She again entered her caniage, ^ourbon Princes ]■'? armies was 
and proceeded the rest of the way without tnolei- jperely omsafleran#^®* Allies wished 
tutiiin. . 

The scenes of woe wliicli invariably acooiflpaoy polcon armistice, 

the marsh of brutal armies so imaginatios cka He appointe^^’^ as the place 
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for opmmg the conference. Three of the 
allied generals were deputed as^commUsiouers,' 
one each on the port ef Austria, Russia, and 
Prussia. Hostilities, however, were not to be sus-; 
pended till the Iprins of the armistice were 
agreed upon. 

On the morning pf th« 24th Napoleon re¬ 
entered Troyes, the enemy having ab^doued 
the town during the night. The musses of the 
people crowded aruund him with warm ond, 
heartfelt greetings. They tiironged the sjfeots 
through which he passed, strove to kit? his ' 
liand and et^n to touch his horse, and wiilt loud ! 
acclamation hailed him as the saviour of his' 
country. Napoleon immediately ordered the 
arrest of Vidranges and Goualt. The former j 
hod escaped and joined the Allies. The latter; 
WHS arrei-ted, tried by a court-murtisl, and con- ■ 
demiied to bo shot. Napoleon, conscious of tlie 
peril iie encepintered from the Ro} alist conspira¬ 
tors in every town, thought that he could not | 
saidy pardon so infamous an act of treason), 

' Tlie nobleman was left to his fate. At eleven 
o'clock at night ho was led out to liia execution. 
A largo placard was suspended upon his breast, 
upon which were inscriboii, in conspicuous letters,' 
the words, “Traitor to his country.” lie died 
firmly, protesting to the last his devotion to the 
lioiirhoiis. I 

Since the commencement of this brief cam-, 
paign, Napoleon had performed the most brilliant; 
nchievements of his whole military cereer. It is 
tlie uncontrudicted testimony of hiAory that! 
feats so oxiruordinary had never before been' 
recorded in military annals. The Allies were 
bewildered. Merely to giiu 
time to brii^ np their enon.ions reserves, tiiey 
^ had proposed a truce, and now, to form a new J 

V ' plan, with which to^ plunge again upon tiicir; 
valiant foe, (licy held a council of war. The | 
lung of Prussia and the Emperors of Russia and : 
vAustria were pftsent, and ft strong delegation of | 
Vterminud mbn from the court of St. James.: 
Srd ('asllercugh was the jtrotniuent rejtresuuta- 
of the British government. The Allies, 
injimatiiig that they had not determined 
^““'4he dethronement of Napoleon, still ad- 
upon ]f,.goliitely to that result, 
vancci^ Castloreagh,” says Alison, “in con. 

. * r” witli the declared purpose of British 
*1 uvof since the commencement of the 
diplonmcjpij coacealment of his opinions, cither 
war, jjjp beat«^urity 

in or out ol^ Europe wouVl bo found in tlio 
for the peac« dispossessed race of princes to 
restoration »jj,e ancient race and 

the r rend) th^j™» referred to by 

tlio ancient t<Jri\,jygpgg^^jQn^ i^s q^ering the only 
hiiti, ID private ^gg uitgly to*give lasting 
combination which^ • 

repose to the world-lg, ejected to the chair of the ■ 
\\ hen Napoleon wi^ost unanimous sufTrages 
Fir^ Consul by tlie to England for 

of r ranee, he tnade ^gtnyngd an answer both 
ueBM. f.or^ enviUejin^j j,, h® said— 

pi»ip of 1“ 


abandonment, by France of those gigantic 
schemes of ambition by which the very exist¬ 
ence of society in the adjoining states has so 
long been nunoced, would be the restoration ol 
tbat*nne of princes wfaicR for so manjtceuturiee 
maintained the Fr^cb nation in {irosperity at 
home and sonsiderltion and respect abroad. 
Such Kn event*woun alone have removed, and 
will attin^timo remove, all obstacles in the way 
of negotii^on orgpeace. It ^ould confirm* to 
France tiie unmolested enjoymoat of its ancient 
territory, 'and it would give to all tbe Qth 9 r 
nations of Europe, in tranquillity and peace, that 
tecurity which tliey are now compelled to seek 
by other inenris.*' u, 

General Pozzo di Borgo was sent by Alexander 
on an embassy to the British government. Tbe 
Count of Artois, pfterwards Clmrles X.,.urged 
him to induce tlie Allies opiAily to avow their 
iiitenlioiis to reinstate the Bourbons. 

“ My lord,” General Borgo replied, “ every¬ 
thing has its time. Let us not perplex matters. 
To sovereigns you should niA present complicated 
questions. It’is with no small difficulty that 
they have been kept united in the grand object 
of overthrowing Bonaparte. As soon as that is 
done, and tbe imperial rule destroyed, the ques¬ 
tion of dynasty will present itself, and then your 
illiMtrious house will spontaneously occur to the 
thoughts of all.” 

Lord Castiereagh, in a speech in Parliament 
on tlie 29th of Juno, 1814, said— 

“ Every pacification would be incomplete if 
yon did ;iot re-establish on the throne of France 
the ancient family of the Bourbous. Any peace 
with the man who had placed himself at the 
head of the French nation could have no other 
final result but to give Europe fresh subjects for 
alarms; it could be neither secure nor durable ; 
nevertheless, it was impossible to refuse to nego¬ 
tiate with him when invested with power with¬ 
out doing violence to the opinion of Europe, and 
incurring tlic whole responsibility for the cou- 
tiimaiice of the wsr.” 

These prond despots were, indeed, committing 
a crime whicli was doing violence to the sense of 
ji^tice of every unbiaosed mind. They were 
a^i.smed to acknowledge their intentions. 
While forcing, by tlie aid of two millions cS 
bayonets, upon a nation exhausted by compul¬ 
sory wars, a detested king, they bad tbe bold¬ 
ness to declare that they bad no intention to 
interfere with the independence of France. 
When the indignant people again drove the , 
Bourbons beyond the Rhine, again tbe invading 
armies of combined despotisms, crashing the 
sons of France beneath'their artillery-wheels, 
conducted the hated dynasty to the throne. 
And England, liberty-loving England, was com¬ 
pelled by her Tory government to engage in 
this iniquitous work. Louis XVIIL, encircled 
by«ihe sabres of Wellingtoa's dragoons, instehed 
defiantly'into the Tnllraies. In the aoeom- 
pllsliment of this crime, Europe was, for m 
quaAer of a century, deluged in blood and 
wronded in woo. And these comq^CBtoi* 
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afrniiwt popular instoad of doing justice the Alps from Switzerland, a^d bad advanced u 

to the patriotism and the heroisnn^of Napoleon, far gs Lyons. Wherever Napoleon looked, he 
who fut twenty years nobly snstained the inde- saw but the ‘march of triumphant armies of 
pendence of his country against the incessant j invasion. Despatches reached him with diffi- 
coalitions of the monanghs of Eurojk, ha#» en-1 cnlty. He was ollen reducj^d to^ conjectures. 
deavonreJto consign bis name to infamy.* But j His generals were disheartened; France was in 
the world bos changed. Tj« people have now a' disuiay. . • ^ 

voice in the decisions of hlsyty- • l^ey siili re-1 In the midst of tnese scenes of impending 
verse~-tiicy have already reversed—|^e |rerdi<'t' peril, Napoleon was urged to request Maria 
of /lespotisms. In the warm hea^s of the i Louisa to interpose with her father in behalf of 
people of all land* the memory of Napoleon has | her Isiisband. 

found a congeiiiil throne. , * j “IS,” Napoleon promptly replied, with pride 

TKe Allies now decided to emhnrrnss Napoleon I which all will respect; “the ArclAnchess has 
by dividing their immense host into two armies, j seen mo at fhe summit of human power; it 
Bluc'her, taking the command of one, marched ; does not belong to roe to tell her now that I am 
rapidly acro-ss the couiflry to tlie Marne, to descended from it, and still less to beg of her to 
descend on both sides of that river to I'aris. opliold mo with her support.” 

The other multitndiuous host, under Schwartzen* Though he could not condescend to implore 
berg, Igiviiig obtaiped nhundatit reinforcements, the aid of Maria Louisa, it*ia very evident that 
still trembling before the renown of Napoleon, | ho hoped that she would anticipate his wishes, 
were cautiously to descend the valley of the and secretly cudeavour to disarm the ho.sti)|ty 
Seine. Napoleon, Jeaving ten tliou'^and men at uf^he Emperor Francis. Tiio Empress was with 
Troyes to obstruct tjie marcli of Schwnrtzen- Napoleon when he received the intelligence that 
berg, took thirty thousand troops with him, and Austria would, in afl probability, join the coa- 
resolutely pursued Blucher. The Prussians, iition. He turned affectionately towards her|^took 
astonished at the vigour of the pursuit, and her liitnd, and said, in tones of sadness, 
bleeding beneath the blows which Napoleon ^'Your fathei*is tlicn about to march anew 
incessantly dealt on their rcnr.guard, retreated against me. Now 1 am alone against all! yes, 
precipitately. The naino of Napoleon was so alone! absolutely nlono!" 
iterrible, that one hundred thousand Prussians Maria Louisa burst into tears, arose, and left 
lied in dismay before tlie little band of thirty the apartment. 

thousand exhausted troops headed by the Em- ' Napoleon now formed the bold resolve to fall 
peror. upon the sear of Scliwartzcnberg’s army, and 

Blncber crossed tbc Marne, blew np thej)i'i(lges cut off his communications with Germany and 
behind him, and escaped Sony: fifty miles north, liis supplies. With astonishing celerity, he 
in the vicinity of Laou. Napoleon reconhtructed crossed the country again fron ^fV . M.*.ne 
the bridges and followed on. By wonderful tlic Seine^ and Sob wart zenberg, fa dismay, 
skill in ttianocnvring, he had placed Blucher in heard the thunders of Napoleon’s artillery iu 
such a position that hi.s destruction was inevi- liia rear. Tliey turned a^ fled. Alexander, 
table, wlien suddenly Bernadotto came, with a Francis, and Frederick William, Inindful o^ 
powerful army, to the aid of his Prussian ally. Napoleon’s former achievements, and dreading 
Napoleon had now but about twenty-live thou-' a snare, turned from Paris towaMls the Uhine, 
aand men with whom to encounter these two [ ahd put spurs to tlicir horses. Ifit enormous 
tiniced armies of more than one hundred thou- masses of the retreating Allies unexpectedly 
sand. With the energies of del^air ho fell upon encountered Napoleon at Arcis-sur-Aube. A 
his foes. His little army was melted away and sanguinary battle ensue<l. , 

consumed before the terrific blaze of the hostile “Napoleon," says Lamartine, “fought at 
batteries. The battle was long and sanguinary.* iiazard, without any pthcr plan, and with the 
Contending against such fear/'ul odds, conrugo resolution to conquer nr die. lie renewed in 
was of no avail. The enemy, however, could do this action the iniriic|p« of bravery and eang- 
no more than hold their ground. Napoleon rallied /raid of Lodi iinfl of Bivoli; and bis youngest 
around him his mutilated band, and retired to soldiers bluslied at the idea of deserting a chief 
Kiieims. The enemy dared not pursige him in who haz^od his own lile with such invincible 
Ills despair. courage.' He was rap«'atedly seen spurring hie 

As soon as Schwarfzenberg beftrd that Napo- horse to a gallop against the enemy’s canuon, 
ieon was in pursuit of Blucher, be commenced, and reappearing, as if inaccessible to death, 
with two hundred thousand ynen, bis march after tlic mioke had evaporated. A live shell 
npon Paris bpr the valley of the Seine. The having fallen ing/ront of one of his young 
Duke of Wellington was, at the same time, at battalions, whibh recoiled and wavered in ea- 
Bordeaux, with bis combined army of English, pectation of an eaplosion, Napoleon, to reassure 
Portuguese, and Spaniards, moving, almost them, spurred his charger towdrdsthe instmnaent 
wit!)out opposition, upon the metropolis qf of destruction, made him smell the baming 
France. The Duke of AngonlSme was with malch, waited unshaken for the explosion, ana 
the English army, calling upon the Royalists to wai lilown up. Rolling in the dust vriib his 
rally beneath the unfurled banner of the Botft- mutilated steed, and rising wjtboG| a wonnA 
bona. Another army of the Allies nad also crossed amid the plnidiu of 1^ lol&rs, be calmly oaUea 

H Be 
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for another horse, continued to brave the 
grape-shot, aad to fHy into tlto tLiukcat of tho 
batUe.^ 

During the heat of the conflict, a divisioa of 
Russians, six tbonsand strong, preceded by an 
iismeiiste body of VTossaeks, witli wild Imrrahs, 
broke through the feeble lines of the French. 
The smoke of their guns, find the clohds of dust 
raised by their horses’ hoofs, enveloped ihcro in 
itnpenetrahic obscurity. Nspoleou, from a dis* 
tance, with his cngle glance, perceived, the 
approach of this whirlwind of battle. Fixting 
spurs to hi.si1ior.se, be galloped to the spot.^ lie 
hero encountered crowds of .soldiers, some of 
them wounded and bleeding, flyibg in dismay. 
It was a scene of awful tumult. At that mo¬ 
ment an oflicer, bareheaded and covered with 
blood, galloped to meet the Emperor, cxclaim- 
ing— 

“ Sire, the Cos«acks, supported by an immense 
ho^ of caviilry, have broken our ranks, and are 
driving us back.” 

Tho Emperor rn^hed into tho midst of the 
fugitives, and, raising hiinttlf in his stirrups, 
ahbiited. In a voice that rang above the uproar 
of thb battle, 

“Soldiers, rally! IVill ron lly when I am 
here? Close your ranks! Forward!’’ 

At that well-known sind dearly-beloved voice, 
tho flying troops immediuti ly re-formed. Nafio- 
Icon placed liimsclf at their iicnd. and, swonl in 
band, jiliinged into the m!<lst of the Cossacks; 
With a shout of “ Vivo 1 Hmpereur V' the men 
followed him. Tiic ('ossacks were driven back 
with enormous slaughter. Thus ono thousand 
‘men, the Emperor, arre.sted and 

drove back six thousand. of their foes. The 
Emperor then tranquilly rcturaed to his post, 
and continued to infect tho dreadful storm of 
^ar. DurRig every Jiour of this coii'lict the 
ranssos of the Allies were aeoinimlatiiig. Niglit 
at length darkened over the dreadful scene, and 
the feeble Dhftds of the French army retired into 
the toWB of Arois. The Allies, alarmed by this 
bold march of Napoleon towards tho Rhine, 
now e<mcentrated their innumerable forces on 
the plains of Chalons. Even Bluchcr aud Rcr- 
nadotte came back to join^hem. 

Soon after the battle of Arcis, tho Anstrisns 
intercepted a French courier, who had, with 
other despatches, tho following private letter 
from Napoleon to Maria Louisa — 

“ My Love,—1 have been for sonll -^ays on 
horseback. On the SOtlf I took Arcis-sur- 
Aube. The enemy'attacked me there at eight 
o’clooie iu the evening; I beat him tho same 
evening; I took two guns and retook two. Tho 
next day the enemy’s army ])ht.itself in battle 
array to protect the march its columns on 
Brienne and Bor-#nr-Aube, and I resolved ^ 
approach the Marne and its environs, in, order to 
drive them farther from Paris by approaching 
my own fortified places. This e^ning I shall 
bo at St Di/sr. Farewell, my love i l^brace 
my soar* ^ * 


[1814. 

Another council of war waa held by thS Allies. 
The dread of ^apoleon was so great,'that many 
argued tho necessity of falling back upon the 
Rhine, to prevent Napoleon from entering Ger- 
manvft and ^'olieving bis garrisons which were 
blockaded there. Others'iirged the bolder coun¬ 
sel of marching dir^tly upon Paris^ Napoleon 
was nf w at Arpis. [the Allies were thirty miles 
north of him, at CLfvlons, on the banks of the 
Marne. ^ the 25th of March, the Allies, 
united in one resistless body, atbanced once more 
towards Raris, tlironging, with (heir vast array, 
sll the roads \vhich follow the valley ofc the 
Marne. Napileon was about two hundred milea 
from Paris. lie hoped, by doubling Ida speed, 
to descend the valley of- the Seine, and to arrive 
at tho nietroimlis almost as soon os tlie Allies. 
Thera ho had resolved to make his last aud 
desperate stand. . ^ 

As soon as Napoleon leanfcd that the com¬ 
bined army were marching vigorously upon 
Paris, he exclaimed— 

“I will be in the city before them. Nothing 
but a thunderbolt can now'save us.” 

Orders were immediately given for the army 
to bo put iu motion. The Emperor parsed the 
whole uight shut up in his cabinet, perusing his 
maps. 

“ This,” says Canlaincourt, “ was another 
cruel night. Not a word was nttered. Deep 
sighs sometimes escaped Lis oppressed bosom. 
He seemed ns if he had lost the power of breath¬ 
ing. Good heaven I how much he suffered!” 

His brother was then in command of the city. 
N.'tpnlct n despatched courier after courier, en¬ 
treating him, in the most earnest tones, to rouso 
the populace, to arm the students, and to hold 
out until his arrival. He assured him that, if Im 
would keep the enemy in check but for two 
days at the longest, he wonid arrive, and would 
yet compel the Allies to accept reasonablo 
terms. 

“If the enemy,” .said he, “advance upon 
Paris in such force as to render all resistance 
vain, send oft, in^tho direction of the Loire, the 
Empress Regent, iny son, Uie grand dignitaries, 
the luiuisters, and the great oflicers of the crown 
•nd of the treasury. Do not quit my ion. Re¬ 
collect that I would rather see him in the Seine 
than in the hands of the enemies of France. 
The fate of Astyanux, prisoner of the Greeks, 
has always appeared to mo tho most nnhappy 
fate recorded in history.” 

_ Napoleoft, at Ards,"was four marches farther 
distant from Paris than were the Allies at Chk- 
lons. It was a singnlar spectade which the two 
armies now presented. The AU^ numbering 
some thr^ hundred thousand^jiisere rushing 
down the valley of die Marne. The waiwwastel 
army of Napoleon, now dwindled to thirty thou- 
Boud men, witli bleeding feet, and tattend gar¬ 
ment^ and unhealed wotmds, were hurrying 
(kiwD the parallel vaUey of the Seine. The miry 
roade, fust melting from die frosts of winter, and 

np by the ponderous enginery of war, were' 
wretched in the extreme. But the aoldienk eUU. 
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•donng their Emperor, who ntarched on foot ia 
tiioir midst, eharing their perijp and their toils, 
wero animated by the indomitable energies of 
hie own spirit. 

Throwing aside,everything fwhiela re^ed 
their tpecd, they matelied nearly fifty miles a 
day. I^poleon, before leaving Ards, with cha> 
racterbtio humanity, seit ti^ thousand frsmcs 
from his private purse to the Sisters of Charity, 
.to aid and ralieve the wants or .^1 sick and 
wounded. Af midnight 09 the si Jtb of March, 
the French tarmy arrived at^ Trqyea In the 
early dawn of the next roorhing, Napoleon was 
again upon the march at the heim of his Guard. 
Having advanced some fifteen miles, his impa¬ 
tience became so iigupportable, that bo threw 
himself into a light carriage which chance pre¬ 
sented, and proceeded rapidly to Sens. The 
ni^it was coljji, dark, and. dismal os ho entered 
the town. lie immediately assembled the ma¬ 
gistrates, and ordered them to have refreshments 
ready fur liis army upon its arrival. Then 
mounting a hors^ he gulioped through tlio lou|f 
luiurs of a dark night along the road towards 
Kontmneblcau. 

l)rc:idriil was the scene which was then oc¬ 
curring in Paris. The allied army Lad already 
approached within cannon-shot of the city. 
Mortier and Marmont made a desperate but an 
unavailing resistance. At last, with ammunition 
entirely c.xhaustod, and with tlicir runks almost 
cut to pieces by the awful onslaught, they wtirc 
driven back into the streets of the city. Mar¬ 
mont., with his Bwoni broken, his hat and clothes 
pierced with balls, his features blaakened with 
smoke, disputed, step 1 ^ step, the advance of 
the enemy into the suburbs. \Vith but eight 
tliousand infantry and eight hundred cavalry, lie 
held at bay, for twelve hours, fifty-five thousand 
of the Allies. In this dreadful conflict the 
enemy lost, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
fourteen thousand men. Tire Empress, with tire 
chief officers of the state, and with the ladies of 
her court, had fled to Blois. Her beautiful 
child, inheriting the spirit^of his noble father, 
clang to tho curtains of his apartments, refusing 
to leave. 

** They are betraying my papa, and I wijl not 
go away,’’ exclaimed the precocious child, who 
was never destined to see that beloved father 
again. “ 1 do not wish to leave tho palace. 1 
do not wish to go away from it. When papa is 
absent, am 1 not master here ?” 

Nothing but the ascendency of his governess, 
Madame Montesquieu, <^uld» calm him, and she j 
succeeded otily by promising faithfully that he 
should bo brought back aguo. His eyes were 
filled willHears u be was takuu ^0 the carriage. 
Maria Louisa was calm and rteigned; but, 
pallid with iVar, she took her departure, as die 
listened to the deep booming of the cannon 
' which announced the sangninory approach of 
* her own lather. • 

The batteries of the AUiea were *now planted 
upon Montmartre, end upon other hdgbt| which 
commanded the and tho ahella were falling 


thickly in the streets of Baris. Joseph, deeming 
farther resistance unavdling, ordered a cnpitnla- 
fion. Mortier, in the midst of a dreadful fire, 
wrote upon a drum-head the foUowing lines to 
Sebwartzeuberg 

** Prince, let us save a tSeless efrusion of blood. 
I propose to yon afsuspensionof arms for twenty- 
four liohrs, during wiiiAi we will treat, in onlor 
to save Paris from the horrors of a siege; othes- 
wise wo will defend ourselves within its walls to 
(bo death.” 

Marshal Marmont, also, who^was intending 
against Blncber, sent a similar proposition to tlio 
Allies. But the lire was so dreadful, and tho 
confusion so great, that seven times the olficeni 
who attempted, with flags of truce, to pass over 
to the hostile camp, were shot down, with tlieir 
horses, on the pluin. Daring this scene, Mar¬ 
mont slowly retreated, with one arm severely 
wounded, the hand of tho otbe| shattered by a 
bnUot, and having had five horses killed under 
him during tlie action. 

In tho gloomj^ hours of the night, when Na¬ 
poleon was galloj)ing iilong the solitary road, tlie 
allied monardis were congratulating themselves 
upon their astonishing victory. Napmeon lied 
avoided Foiitnineldeau, lest he should enconnter 
there some detachments of the army. Tho night 
was inten.se]y cold; gloomy clouds darkened the 
bky, und Nspolcon encountered no one on tho 
do.«;rted roads who could give him any inlorma- 
tion respecting the cspilal Far away in tho 
distanSc the horizon bla/.cdwitli the bivouac fires 
of his foes. The clock on the tower of tho 
church was tolling the hour of twelve as he 
entered tho villago of ' -^'hrough'tlio 

gloom, in tho wiWc street, ho sab gnwps of tlis- 
hnnded soldiersmarchiiigtowards Foiitaiiiclitoiiu. 
Hiding into tho midst suf tben^ he exclaimed 
witli astonishment— " « 

“How is this? Why are not these soldier.*; 
marching to Parll?’’ • . 

General Belliard, ono o'- Napoleon's most de¬ 
voted friond.s, from behind a door reeogni.s’ng tho 
voico of the Emperor, immediately came forward 
and said— • 

“Parts has capitulated. Tho enemy cnteia 
to-morrow, two Inaurs after sunrise. ,These troops 
are the remains of the armies of Marmont and 
Morlicr, fat^ig back on Fontaincbloau to join 
tho Emperors army at Troyes,” 

Tho Emperor seeme*! stunned by the blow. 
For iffmonicnt tlicre was dead silence. The cold 
drops of agony oozed from his brow. Then, with 
rapid step, ho walked backwards and forwards 
on tho rugged pavement in front ol^e hotel, 
hesitating, stopping, retracing his ateps, be¬ 
wilder^ wltkF the enormity of his woo. He then, 
b rapid interrogatories, without waitbg for any 
answer, as*if speaking only to himself, ex- 
ci^med— 

“Where is my wife? Where ia my son? 
Where B the army ? WhMi baa become of tl^e 
National Guard of Paris, and'^^ the battle tliey 
were 40 have fought to the Im man under it) 
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wnlla? And Oio Mimliah Mnrtior and Murmont, 
where bIihII 1 Hiid them np^ain ‘l' t 

After a' moment's pause, he contiimed, with 
impatient voice and gesture— 

“ The night is still mine. Tlie enemy only 
onterb at daybreak, carriage I my rarriugc! 
Let us go this instant I Lotr ns get before Hiii- 
cber and Scbwartzenbei^! Lot Itelliard follow 
me with the cavalry! Let us fight even in the 
streets and squares of Psris! ]\ly presence, my 
name, the cuur.igeof my troops, the tiecestaityuf 
following me or of dying, wilt arouse Paris. My 
army, which ii# following me, will nriive in the 
midst of the struggle. It will lake the enemy 
in rear, while we are fighting tlnou in front. 
Come on 1 Success awaits me, perhaps, iii my 
last reverse!” 

General Belliurd then aeknowlc^ged to him 
that, by the terms of the ciipiriilatiou, the army 
of Paris was bound to fall fnu-k upon Fonfeiue- 
iileau. For a Tii6ineut Napoleon was again silent, 
and then otu-Iairned 


What cowards! Joseph ran ofi", too! My very 
hnithcr! And so they have capitulated! be¬ 
trayed their brother, their oonntry, their i-ovc- 
reign; degraded Franee in the eyes of Fnrope ! 
Kntercd into a capital of e'ghc hundred tlioiisiind 
souls without firing a shot! It is too dreaiiliil, 
What has been done with the artillery ? They 
should have had two hundred pieces, and annriu- 
nition for a month. And yet they had only a 
liatfery of six pieces, and an empty mag:'/ine on 
Montmartre. Wiien I am not there, they do 
tiothiiig hut heap hliiinler upon hliinder.” 

A group oFj^Ui,(;er.s isiiece«sively arriving now 
closed saiily ammu Ineir F-rgn'i-or. Napoleon 
became more calm as he iuterrogated them, one 
by one, and listened to, the details of the irre¬ 
parable disaster. Then, taking Canlaineoiirt 
asid!^ he directed iiim to ride with the utmost 
speed to the head-gunrters oftdio Allies. 

“ See," said BWV “ if J Jiuvc yet time to inter¬ 
pose in the treaty, which is signing already, per* 
Laps, without me and against me. 1 give yon 
full powers. Do not lose an instant. 1 await 
you here.” * 

Caulainconrt mounted his Jhorse and disap¬ 
peared. Napoleon then, followed by Belliurd 
and Uerthier, entered the hoteL 

Caulaincourt speedily arrived atHhc advanced 
posts of the enemy. He gave his name and 
demanded a passage. The sentinels, hojj^ver, 
refused to allow him to enter th^lines. After an 
absence of two hours Caulaincourt returned to 
the Emperor. They conversed together for a 
few iniiiulea, during which Napoleon, though 
calm, seemed plunged into the pi^j^undest grief, 
and Caulaincourt wept bitterly. * 

“ My dear Caulaincourt,” said Napoleon, “ go 
apdn, and try to see riie Emperor Alexander. 
You have full powers froiv me. I have now no 
Lope but in you, Caulaincourt” AfTec^onately 


entrance to Paris, and will speak to the Em¬ 
peror Alexander.? 

As, several years after, Caulainconrt was re¬ 
lating these occurrences, he said, “ My bead is 
burning f 1 amfifeverish; sbeuld 1 live a hundred 
years, I‘can never forget these scenes.* They 
are the fixed ideas of my sleepless nights. My 
reniiniscAices arcifrighpul. They kill me. The 
repose ofrthe/tomb is sweet ol'cer sncL suffer- 
iiig.s." (* . (i . ‘ 

it was now past midnight ^Caulaincourt 
mounted another, horse, and galloped in the 
deep obscurity by another route to Paris. NapS- 
leon also mounted ids horse, and in silence and 
in sadness took the route to Fontainebleau. A 
group of ofHcers, di jocted,** exhausted, and woe- 
worn, followed in liis train. At four o'clock in 
the morning he arrived at this ancient palace of 
the kings of France*. Consciomi of his fa^on 
fortunes, he seemed to shrink from everything 
which could remind him of the grandeurs of 
royalty. Passing by the state apartments whidi 


To surrender tlio cnpitnl to the encmv ! h'*® etnbeilished, and to wliich his re- 
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be extended his hwd to bis futhful friend. 

Caulaincourt^ ^ssod it firmly to fais lips, 
aaid, “1 go, sire} dead or alive, I wiB \ 


I and 
gain 


nown still attracts the footsteps of travellers 
from all lands, he entered, like a private citizen, 
into a small and obscure chamber in one,angle 
of the castle. A window opened into a small 
garden shaded with funereal hrs, which re- 
(•cmblcd the cemeteries of his native island. 
Here ho threw himself upon a couch, and hU 
noble heart throbbed with the pulsatiotis of an 
almost unearthly agony, but he was ruhn and 
silent in his woe. The troops which had fol¬ 
lowed him from Troyes, and those wliich had re- 
I tired from Paris, soon npived, and were cantoned 
urnundhim. They numbered about fifty thou¬ 
sand. Their devotion to the ICmpcror was never 
more enthusiastic, and they clamoured loudly to 
be Icrl against the three hundred thousand Allies 
who were maruhing proudly into PurU. 
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The mission of Caulaiiiroiirt—The Allh-s enter Paris— 
Ailvi‘iitiO'cs of Caululiironrt—Interview vritll Alex- 
amlvr—Ciiulainrourt rotnrustu Niipoleon—AbUicatlnn 
in lavoiir ul' tlie King of itome—Defection of Msmiont 
—Mission of MncUonald. Ney, and Ciiulalneoiirt to 
P.anii-.1'iie Allies deinaitd uncunditlonal abdication— 
Tlio Abbe Ue f’riidt—Speech of Pozzo dl Dorgu; of 
TallcyTAnd—interview twtweon Caulaiifeourt and Na¬ 
poleon—The unconAlioiiol abdicaiIon—Libel of Cha- 
tcaubiland—ConunenU of Dr. Chuuulag. 

While Napoleon, before the dam of the 
dark and lurid morning of the 1st of April, was 
directing hb melancholy steps towards Fontaine¬ 
bleau, his faithful ambassador, Caalaincourt, was 
galloping once more towards Paris. The dvep 
obscueity of the night was partially mitigated 
by the Srescof the bivouacs, which glimmered, 
in a vast* semioircle, around the city. The road 
which * Caalaincourt traversed wav crowded 
with olEcen, soldiers and fugitives, retiring 
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before the trimnphant army of the invailers. fautniHatlon. The eini8*ari>'s of tho auolent 
He vas often recognised, ana gronps collected ilabUity Blnjuted lustily " Vive lo lloi!” The 
around him, inquiring, with the most afiectiuniite wives and daughters of the Bourbon partisans 
anxiety— t ji through the streets in open carriages, scat- 

Where is the Emperor? Wefongqjtfor him tering smiles on each siclf of the way, waving 
till night came on. If he lives, let him but wltite flags, and tossing out to tlie listless spoc- 
appear. * Let ns know hb wishesi L'| him lead tators the wliite Vroclyi'lo of the Bourhons. 
us back to Paris. The Snom^ simll never enter “ Still," says M. Rochefoucauld, " the silence 
its walls but.over the dead hovy Jf tho last was most dismal." Tho masses of Uio peopfh 
‘French soldic* If he is jead, lei, ns kitow it, witnessed tho dogradatiou of France with rago 
and lead us Igainst tho enemy. Wo will avenge ahd despair. 

lus fall.” • ... approached, these enormous armies 

Universal enthusiasm and devotion inspired offorcigniuvnders, in numbers apparently coimt- 
tlie troops, who, bo it remembercid, were tho less, of every variety of language, lineament, 
people; fur the coq^iption to which France ninl costume, swanne<l through all the streets 
hod been compollod to resort by tbe unrelenting and gardens of the captured metropolis. Tlio 
assaults of its (bos hod gathered recruits from Cossacks, in aspect as wild and savage as the 
nilyhe villtiges of tho Empire. Tho veterans of wolves which howl through their native wastes, 
JMsireiigo, of !\iistcrlitz, and of Fricdland bad filled the Champs Elvfdrs with theirbivouac fires, 
perished beneath tlio snows of Russia, or in the and danced around them in barbarian orgies, 
awful carnage of Leipsic. The ^louthfnl sol- Alexander, who well knew ttio exahq^ chn- 
diers, who now surrounrled Napoleon with dcatli'* meter iind tho lo'ty purposes of Napoleon, was 
less nllcction, wtre fresh from tho workshops, tho only one of these banded kings who mani- 
tho farm-houses, mid the saloons of Enuice. | fested any sympfitby in bin bcbalf. Though all 
They weto inspired by tliat love for tbe Emperor , iho rest wern ready to crush Napoleon utterly, 
which tliey bud imtiibed at the parcnt.ul benrtli.' and to compel tbe people to receive the uoiirborio. 
These faillifiil followers of tho people's devoted | bo still hesitated. Ilo doubted whether the 
friend, war-worn ond Imggnrd, with shrivelled ; nation would long submit to rulers thus forced 
lips, end blccdma wounds, and trtttcrcd garments,' upon them. “Bin n few days ego,’’ said he, 
and shoos w'orn from their foot, witc se.n.ted by i “ asiolnmn of five or fix thousand new French 
tho roadside, or wading through tho mud, oaj^’r; troops mflfred tlienisclves to bo cut to pieces 
only to meet once more their beloved Emperor, j before my eyes, wlicn n single cry of ‘Vivo Jo 
Whenever Caulaincourt toM thorn that Nupo- Uoi I’ Would have saved them.’’ 

Icon was alive, and was wailing Qir them at •• And tilings w’ill continue just so," tho Abbd 
Fontainebleau, with Imafseand weakened voices dc Pradt replied. “ until Napoleon is put out of 
they shouted "Vive I'Emperenr! ’ and hastened the w.uy—even altluiimb ho tia«, at this moment 
on to rejoin him. Truly docs Napier say, “ Tho n halter round h’*r1fl!r^.''‘^ilc iillSided, in this last 
troops idolized Napoleon. Well they might seiitoiice, to the fuct tlnvt the Bourbonifts, pm- 
Aud to assert that their nttnebment commenced tected from the rago the populace by tiio 
only when they becamcsoldiers, is to acknowledge sabres of foreigners, bad placcd^opes round the 
that his excellent quaUtivB and greatness of mind statue of Napoieou to drag it from the co/nmn 
turned hatred into devotion the moment he was in the Place VAah'imo. Ar nation's love had 
approached. But Napoleon was never hated by placed it on that magnificent plfflestal; a faction 
tbe people of France; he was their own creation, tore it down. The nation has replaced it, and 
and they loved him as ue^r monarch was loved there it will now g'niid for ever, 
before.” The efl'orts of tlie Kov ol st mob to drag tho 

As Caulaincourt drew near the city, he found statue of the Emperor from the conimii were at 
it encircled by tlie encampments of tbe Allies, this time uiiavailjiii;. As they could not throw 
At whatever post he made.liis appearance, he it down witli tluir ropes, they covered tho 
was sternly repulsed. Orders had been givin statue with a white sheet to conceal it from 
that no messenger from Napoleon should be per- view. WiiA Napoleon was afterwards infortned 
mitted to approach the headquarters of the ofthis fact, he simply remurked. “They did well 
hostile Sovereigns. At length the morning to coBceal from me tiio siglit of their baseness." 
gloomily dawn^, and a shout of exultaiion and Aluxsiider, to protect flio imperial monuments 
joy ascended from the bivouacs of tho Allies, from destruction, isi^iiod a decree taking them 
which covered ail tho hills. With the mar of nnder his care. *' The monument in the Place 
artilIersS|gnd with gloaming banners, and clarion Vendome," said he, “ is under the e^ecial oafe- 
peals o^nartial music, three hundred thousand guard of th^ngnanimity of tlie Em^ror AIex> 
men, the advance-guard of a million of invaders, under amt his .Allies. The statue on its sommit 
matched into the humiliated streets of Paris, will not resnain there. It will immediately be 
The masses of the people,' dejected, looked «n taken down.” • 

in sullen silence. They saw the Bourbon Ikinces, During the whole of the day, while these 
protected by tbe bayonets of foreigners, coming interminable battalions wore taking possession of 
to resume their sway. Tbe Royalists did every- Paris, Caulaineonrt sought refuge in a iarm 
thing in their power to got np some selhbinnce house in tbe vicinity of thet^eity. When the 
of rejoicing, in view of tbiS'iqiectacle of national eveniflg came, and tbe uproar of hostile exulta- 
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tion was dying away, lie emerged from hif 
retreat, and again resolutely endearoured to 
penetrate tLe capital. Everywhere he was 
sternly repulsed.' In despair, he eloerly com« 
mcnced retracing his* steps towards Fontaine¬ 
bleau; blit it so happened (hat, just at this 
time, he mot the oetriage of the Grand Duke 
(.kinstantine, brother of the Emperor Alexander. 
The Grand Duke instantly recognised Caulain- 
court, who had spent much time as an amba% 
sador at St. Petersburg. He immediately took 
him into his carriage, and informed him frankly 
that Talleyrand, who had now abandoned the 
fallen fortunes of Napoleon, and had* attaclicd 
himself to the cause of the Bourbons, had in- 
hoxibly closed the cabinet of the Allies against 
every messenger of the Emperor. But Con¬ 
stantine was moved by the entreailes and the 
noble grief of Caulaincoiirt. Ho enveloped him 
in his own pelissb, and |>iit on bis bciid a Kus- 
sian cafi. Thus disgnistul, and surrontided by a 
guard of Cossacks, (^'anhiincourt, in the shades 
of the evening, entered tii» bareicr-s. 

The carriage drove d rectly to the palace of 
the Klysdj. Constantine requesting the duke 
fo keep muflled op in bi.s cap and cloak, 
alighted, carefully slmt the door with bis own 
bauds, and gave strict orders to the servants to 
allow no one to approach the carriage. At this 
moment n neighbouring dock struck ten. 'i be 
apartments of the jiulace were thronged and 
hrilliantly lighted. The court-yard hlnzu;! with 
lamps. Carriages were continualty arriving and 
departing. The neighing of horses, the loud 
talking and joking of the drivers, tlie wild 
hurras of the c:i/lWt..'; I; distant streets 
and gardens, presented a festive scene sadly dis¬ 
cordant with the anguish which tortured the 
bosom of Napoleon's faithful ambassador. The 
EmpCror of Uussia, the King of Prussia, aud 
Princo Schwartzen^rg, as retviesentativc of the 
Emperor of AuBferii, with others, were assembled 
within the pt^aco in conference. 

Hour after hour of the night passed away, 
ud still the Grand Duke did not return. From 
his conoealntont Caulaincourt witnessed a vast 
concourse of diplomatists and generals of all na¬ 
tions, incessantly coming and going. Towards 
inoniing the Grand Duke againiiiude his appear¬ 
ance. He informed Caulaiucoiircntlint, with 
great difilculty, be had obtained the consent of 
Alexander to grant him a private audience. 
I'Hulainconrt descended from the cavrisgeTtuul. 
still enveloped in his Russian dia^uise, conducted 
by the Grand Duke, passed unrecognised throuKli 
the brilliant saloons, wliich were crowded with 
the exultant enemies of hia sovereign and friend. 

Caulaincourt was a man of impfising figure, 
and endowed with great dignity auiLeleganca of 
manners. The unafTeote^ msjesty of uis presence 
commanded the deference even of those monarchs 
who stood upon the highest pinnacles of earthly 
power. He was received by Alexander irith 
great courtesy and kindness, out with much 
m'creoy, in a private apartment. The Rcssian 
Emperor had (urmerly loved Napoleon; he had 


imL 

been forced by bit nobles into acts of agSTCSsimi 
against him; bo had even been so much charmed 
with NapolMn’n political principles as to have 
been aocAaed the wish to introduce libmral 
ideas into Russia. They had called biih, con¬ 
temptuously, the liberal Emperor. To sustain 
his positiou, he !hn^. foufd it necessary to yield to 
the pressn;^, a^d to join in the crusade ajpiinet 
his old friend.r In this hour of triianph, he alone,< 
of all the coiffederatCs, manifested sympathy for 
their victim. * The Emperor of Russia was luone 
ns Caulaincourt entered his cabinet. Ue was 
agitated by n strong conflict between the natural 
magnanimity of his character and his desire to 
vindicate his own conduct. * 

Cauliunrunrt's attachment to Alexander was 
sn strong that Nnpnicou occasionally had bantered 
him with it. CaulsinCourt considired the plUa- 
siintry rather too severe when Napoleon, evidently 
hiiniuh..i tie piqued, sometimes, in allusion to 
these predilections, called the friend whoso con- 
ftancy lie could not doubt, the jtiissian. 

“My dear duke,” said Alexander, clasping 
both liands of Caulaincourt warmly in his own, 
“ I feel for you with oil my heart. You may 
rely upon mo as upon a brother. But what can 
I do for you ?” 

“ For mo, s're, nothing,” Caulaincourt replied; 
*' but for the Emperor, everything.” 

“ This is just what I dreaded,” resumed Alex¬ 
ander. “ I must refuse aud afflict you. 1 can 
do nothing for Napoleon. I am bound by my 
cugiigements with the allied sovereigns.” 

“ But yotfr Majesty’s wish,” replied Caulnm- 
court, “must have great weight. And if Aus¬ 
tria should also interpose in behalf of France—' 
for surely the Emperor Francis does not wish to 
dethrone his daughter and his grandson ?—a peace 
may stiil be concluded which shall insure general 
tranquillity.” 

“ Austria, my dear duke,” Alexander replied, 
“ will second no proposition which Daves Napo¬ 
leon on tlie throne of France. Francis will 
sacrifice all his pcraoiUl affuctioni for the repose 
of Europe. The allied sovereigns have resolved, 
irrevocably resolved, to be for ever done with the 
EmpAror Napoleon. Any endeavour to change 
this decision would be useless." 

Caulaincourt was struck, as by a thunderbolt, 
with this declaration. The idea that the victors 
would proceed to ssicU an extremity as the 
dethronement ol^ Napoleon had not seriously en¬ 
tered bis mind. It was a terrible crisis. Not a 
moment was to bcA'loat. A few hours would 
settle everything. Aliter a moment of ulenoe, 
he said, 

“ Be it so; but is it just to mclnde the Empress 
and tlie King of Rome in this prosm'intion? 
The son of Napoleon is surely not an otgeot of 
fear to the Allies. A Regency—” 

“ Wff have thought of that,” Alexander ex¬ 
claimed, 1 nterruptlng him. *' But what shall we 
do with Napoleon ? He will doubtless yield, fbr 
the moment, to necessity. But restless amldtioa 
will rouse all the energy of his character^ and 
Europe will be once more in fliunes.” 
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**!•««,** laid Canlaiaeoart a^Iv, *'tbat tiie 
Emperor's ra'in has been resolvea n^.” 

Whose fadt is it ?" eagerly mumed Alex¬ 
ander. " What hsTo^I not done t(| pevwt these 
terrible oxtremities ? In the impmoent ^oerity 
of youth, I said to him, ' The Powers, wearied 
with inanlEs, are forming alliances antone them- 
solros against your domination.* Qiie sTgnature 
a]oue is wantioAto the compact, aufftheiis mine.* 
In reply, he d^larod war against roe. Still, I 
cannot find m my heart any unkind feeling 
towards ium. I wish his fatodepended on me 
alone." 

** Noblest of monarchs," seid Cadainconrt, 
*'l feol assured that l^o not vainly invoke your 
eupoort for so groat a man in adversity. lie hi-* 
deiendcr, sire. Tliat noble part is worthy of 

« 

“I wish to be so," Alexander replied; “ on my 
lionour, 1 wisli it; but I cannot succeed. To 
restore tbe Bourbons is the wish of a very influ¬ 
ential party here. Witli tliat family we should, 
have no fear of a Amewal of the war. We have 
no wish to impose the Bourbons on tli« French 
people. My declarutiou secures full liucrty for 
France to choose a sovereign. I am assured 
that tiie French nation desires the Bourbons. 
The public voice recalls them." 

“Siro, you are misinformed,” Caulaineourt 
replied. “The Buurbon.s have nothing in com¬ 
mon with France. Tlie people feel no attection 
for tliat family. Time has consecrated tbe 1 lovo- 
liition. The ungrati‘fiil men who now wish to 
get rid of the Kmpuror are not tlio^iation. If 
tbeAllics respect the rigfits of France, an appeal 
to the majority of votes is the only means 
whereby tiiey can prove that intention. Let 
registers bo opened in all the nmnicipalitius. 
Tlio Aliie.s will tlien learn whether the Bourbons 
are preferred to Napoleon.’’ 

Alexander seemed impressed by these remarks. 
For nearly a quarter of an hour he walked to 
and fro in the room, absorbed in intense thoqgbt, 
during wbicli time not word was uttered. 
Then, turning to Gaulaincourt, he remarked, 

** My dear duke, I am struck with what you 
have said. Perhaps the method you siig^st 
would he the best: but it would be attended with 
much delay, and circumstances hurry ns on. 
Wo are urged, driven, tormented, to come to a 
decision. Moreover, a provisional govomment 
is already established. It'is a real power around 
which ambition is rallying. It ie long since the 
schemes for this state of tbyigs began to work. 
Tlie allied sovereigns are cotistantiy surrounded, 
ilattored. pressed, and teased to decide in favour 
of the Bourbons; and they have serioos personal 
imiirtea to avenge. The absence ftf the Emperor 
of Austria is a tatalitv. Were I to attempt any. 
thing in favour of Napoleon's son, I should be 
left alone. No que would seoond me. Titoy 
have good reason, my dear fnend,'* said he, 
taking Canlainoouit by tbo hand, fiir iitak^[ 
ma promise not to edo yon. This wnnnth m 
heart, which tenders yon so distoene^ is in* 
fbetioos. Yon have roused evecy genffiroos 


ing within me. I will try.* To-morrow, at the 
ooaneil, I will advert to the Regency. Every 
other propoiifion is impossible. So do not deceive 
yourself; end let us hope.” 

It was now four o'clock in the morning. The 
room in which this interesting interview took 
place was the bed-ebamber of Napoleon when he 
inhabited the ElyRdt*. ^ small room opened 
from it, which the F.mperor had used as a study* 
Alexander conducted Caulaincourt into tlds 
caBinot ns a safe retreat, and the ambassador 
threw himself upon a sofa in utter exhnn^ion. 
After n lew hours of sleep, distnrihia by frightful 
dreams, het awoke. It was eight o'clock In the 
morning. He heard persons passing in and out 
of tlie chamber of the Emperor of Russia. He 
stepped to a window, and looked through the 
currams into the garden. It was filled with 
hostile troops, as were also tfio squares of the city. 
Tormented by the sight, he agtun threw himself 
upon the sofa, almost in a state Sf distraction. 

, The room remained just as it was whdh the 
Emperor last loft it. The table was covered 
with maps of Russia, plans, and unfinished 
writing. Caulttincourt carefully arranged the 
books and maps, iind tore all the puffers and 
plans into a thousand bits, and buried them in 
the ashes of tbe fireplace. “The new ooenpauts 
of tlie Elysde,’’ saiil be. “might there have found 
m itlfr for jests and fur mortifying coinparisons." 

At eleven o'clock some one knocked at the 
door, and the Grand Duke Constantine entered. 
“ DukeV" said he to Caulaincourt. “ the Emperor 
sends you his compliments. He was unable to 
see you before leaving tbe palace, but in the 
meantime wo will breakfast togetlier. I have 
given ortiers to 1 ■.-■i ii‘'pltiparedi in Alexander's 
room. We will shut ourselves up there, and 
endeavour to pass tlie tigie till his return." 

After breakfast. Caulaincourt,Accompanied by 
Constantine, returned to the cabinet, wlien^be 
remained In closcAioncoalmeat daring tbe day. 
At six o'clock in the evenioff A;he Emperor of 
Russia again made his appearance* “My dear 
Caulaincourt," said he. “ for your sake I have 
acted the diplomatist. I intrenched myself 
behind certain powerful considerations, which 
did not permit qs to decide rashly on a matter 
BO important as tbe choice of a tovereiga. 
Finding myself safe on that ground, I then re¬ 
sumed the lubject of the Regency. Hasten 
back to the Emperor Napoleon. Give htn a 
faitbisil account of what has passed here, and 
return as quickly ns possible with Napoleon'e 
abdication in favour of his son.” 

“Siro,” said Cautaincuurt, earnestly, "whai. 
is to be done with tbe Emperor Napdieoar’ 

“1 hope ghat yon know me well eDODih,** 
Alexander replied. “ to be certida that I shall 
never suffer any insult to be offered to Mm. 
VVhatever may be the decision, Napoleon shall 
be properly treated. Ketura to Fontainob'toau 
as rapigly as posrible. 1 have reasons finr 
urging you." 

The shades of night bed now darkened tl^e 
•trieflu The Grand Duke Constant dweended 
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the stairs to make freperationsforCatilnincotirt’s 
departure, for it was neccssarjr that be sbeuld 
leave tbo city as be entered it. in*disguise. 'lie 
soon retnmed, and Caolmncourt, wrapped in bis 
doak, and favonred by tbe gloom or nigbt, fol¬ 
lowed Constantinec on foot tlirougb tbo dense 
grove of the garden of tbe Elysde into tbeCbapipa 
Klysees, where, at as anointed station, they 
found a carriage in waiting. 

’ “ Prince," said Caulainconrt, as ho took leave 

of the Grand Duke at tbo door of tlie carrijige, 
“1 carry with mo a recollection which neiiber 
time nor circumstances can ciliicc. The service 
you liavo rcimrred mo is one which must bind a 
man of honour for ever, nnto death, lii all 
places, in all circumstances, di'-poso of me, iny 
fortune, and my life.” 

“ Ill-infomicd jicrsons,” continues the duke, 
“ who have contructed iinjii>.t pnjndiccs against 
the Russian .Sovereign, will tax nio witli partiality 
for Alcxandori and his family. But 1 speak in 
truth and sincerity, and I fulfil nn obligation of 
honour in rendering them that justice which it 
tlieir duo. The inise alone djfinllow hetn’fuctors 
ntid benefits. Eighteen leagues separated me 
from tli^ Emperor, but I performed the jonmoy in 
five hours. In proportion ns I npproaciicd Foil- 
tainchlcan I felt my conrago fail. Heavens! 
what a message bad I to hear! In the mission 
which I had just executed, 1 had experienced all 
the anguish which could he endured by pride and 
self love. But in the present business iny heart 
bled for tbe pain 1 was about to iiilTictoti tbe Em¬ 
peror, who rose in my ail'cetions in proportion 
as the clouds of niisfortuno gathered around 
biro.” 

It VTM just miihjjgji^t when Canlaineoiirt ap¬ 
proached Fofifaineli’elvn'. “Tiio cm irons wiTO 
filled with troops who were bivouacking, impa¬ 
tient for battls. Tbe forest of Fontainebleau and 
tl^whole surrounding region were iiiumined with 
the camp fires of lilty thousand men, who, in a 
state of intense elvcitcment, were clamouring to 
be led to batfl^. As Caulaincourt approached 
the gate of vtbe chateau, bo was recngTu«ed. lie 
was known as tbo firm friend of Napoleon, and 
was greeted with an entlmsinstic sliont of “ Vive 
I'Empcreur r’ fle entered tbo little cabinet where 
our narrative left Napoleon. ^ 

The Emperor was alone, seated at a table, 
writing. “ Ten years seemed to, Iiavo passed 
over bis noble bead,'* say-s Cuuluincourt., “ since 
last we parted. A digbt compression of bis lips 
gave to bis countenance an exprets on ol' iitdeseri- 
bable suffering.'’ « 

“ What has been done ?’inquired Napoleon. 
“ Have yon seen tbe Emperor of Russia V What 
did he Buf?’’ 

For a moment, Can’aineonrt, ocereome with 
anguish, was nnable to speak. Napoleon took 
Ins hand, pressed it convulsively, aiKi said— 

“ Speak, Caulaincouft, apeak. 1 am prepared 
for everything." 

** Sire," Canlaincoart replied, ■* I havwseen tlio 
Emperor Alexander. I have passed tweni v-four 
boun concealed in his apariments. Ile^isQOt 
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yonr enemy. In him alone your eanso baa a 
supporter.". ( 

Napoleon shook bis head, espressive of doubly 
but said— i 

“ Wbat is tils wish ? What do they^intend ?” 

“ Sire," Caulaincourt replied, in a voice almost 
nnintclligiblo through emotion, “ your Majesty 
is required td mfike (feat sacrifices—to surrender 
tbe crown of France to your son." 

There was a moment's pamb, and then, 'In 
accents “terribly* impressive,^fNapoleon re¬ 
joined— I 

“That is to sfiy, they will not treat with me. 
They mean to drive me from my throne which I 
conquered by my sword. They wish to mako a 
Helot of me nn object *of derision, destined to 
serve as an example to those who, by tiie solo 
ascendency of genius and superiority of talent, 
command men, Bnd‘ make legimmate motbircha 
tremble on their worm-eaten thrones. And is it 
you, Caulaincourt, who are charged with such a 
iiiis.sion to me ?’’ 

For u moment tiio Emperqr paced the floor in 
great ngifafioii, then threw iiiinself, exhaiisten, 
into :i ciiair, and buried his face in his hands. 
After a firief interval of lile.neo be arose, and, 
turning to Cauluiiicoiirt, continued— 

‘‘Have not yon courage to goon? Let mo 
bear wbui it isyotir Afexw/idernas desired you to 
say.” 

I'auliilni'onrt, deeply wounded by this unkind 
rejiroacb, rcjilied— 

“ Sire,your Majonty liasnomercy. Thosfroko 
which IS now felt by yon lacerated my heart 
before it ft aclicii yonr.s. For forty-eight hours 
this torture has ranklOd in my bosom." 

Napoleon was at once vanquished. Pressing 
his hand upon his burning brow, bo exclaimed, 
in accents of the deepest tetiderness, “ I am to 
blame, Caulainconrt; I am to blame, my friend. 
There are moments when I feel my brain boating 
within my iicad, so many misfortunes assail mo 
at once. Thiit powerful organization which so 
often sustained mo amid battles and perils, siiika 
under the repeateda strokes which overwlielm 
mo. I cannot doubt your fidelity. Caulaincourt. 
Of all about me, y on perhaps nro the only one in 
wham I pliico inqdieit faith. It is only among 
my poor soldiers, it is only in their grief-express¬ 
ing eyes, that 1 still find written fidelity and 
devoted attachment. When happy, I thought 
I knew men, but I was destined to know them 
only in misfortune." lie paused, fixed his eyes 
upon the floor,'and remained absorbed in silent 
thonght. 1 

Caulainconrt, entirely overcome by exhaustion 
and mental anguish, was unable to make any 
reply. At length he said—^ 

“Sire, I request permis'-ion to take a little 
rest. I am beyond measure fatigued. You 
must be correctly informed of the difficulties of 
yi^ur position before you can decide on the 
coursk to be adopted. I feel, in my present 
state, incapable of giving those detailed ozpla- 
iintiona which the importance of Uie subject de¬ 
mands.^ 
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“You nro right, CBuIainconrh*' tho Emperor 
replied. “Go and take Bomo me. I itavo a 
presentiment of tho subject aVout trliieh wo 
shall have to discourse, and it ii| necessary for 
me to ptfpare mysolf'for the conscqnend^s. Go 
and reposn awhile. 1 will take care th have 
you oalled'at ton o'clock." , 

At ten Caulaincourt agtdn efttemd tlfb apart¬ 
ment of tho Emperor. Napoleotif iiiesubdued 
tdhes. but calm Rnd firm, said— 

“ Take a seilt, Caulaincouft, and tell mo what 
■ th(vy requiro—what is exacted {jruin tt.- ?' 

Caiilainconrt gave a minute rod a 1 of ids 
interview with Alexander. Wiieii lie spoke of 
the debate of tlie Allies re.spect)ng tlic restora¬ 
tion of the Bourbons.*Napoleon rose from his 
cliair m extreme agitation, and, rapidly pacing 
up ami down the room, exclaimed'— 

1 hey are mid! liestorc the Bourbons! It 
will not lust for a single year! The Bourbons 
are tiic iintipaihy of the French nation. And 
the nrmy—wiiat will they do with tlio arinv ? 
i\ly snidicrs will n#vcr consent to be tlicirs. It 
is ilie hdglit of fully to think of melting down 
the Kmiiire into a govcrninciit fonned out of ele¬ 
ments so hotcrogeneous. Can it ever he for¬ 
gotten that the Bonrhons hare lived twenty 
years on the charity of foreigners, in open war 
with the principles and tho interests of Kninco? 
Restore tlie Bourbons 1 It is not merely rnad- 
11 'ss, but it shows a degiro to iutliet on tho 
country every species of calamity. Is it truft 
that such an idea is seriously entertained ?" 

Ciiuluincourt informed him unreservedly of the 
macliinations which were parried oil for tbo*ac- 
coinplislnnent of that purpose. 

“But," Napoleon observed, “the Senate can 
never consent to s^o a Bourbon on tlio tliroue. 
Setting aside the baseness of agreeing to such 
an arrangement, what place, I should like to 
know, could be assigned to the Senate in a court 
from which they or their fathers dragged Louis 
XVI. to the scafl'old? As for roe, 1 was a new 
man, unsullied by the vices of tiie French Revo¬ 
lution. In me there was n(^motive for revenge. 
I had everything to reconstruct. I should never 
liBvo dared to sit on the vacant throne of France 
had not my brow been bound with laun Is. ^'he 
Frencli people elevated me because I had exe¬ 
cuted, with them and for them, great and noble 
works. But the Bourbons, wiiat liavo they 
done for France ? .What proportion of the no- 
lories, of the glory, of the prosp>prity of France 
belongs to them ? What could they do to pro¬ 
mote the interests or indcpendince of the people? i 
When restored by foreigners, they wi.l be forced 
to yield to all their demands, and, in a word, to 
bend tiie knee before their masters Advantage 
may be taken of the stnpor into which foreign 
occupation has thrown the capital to abuse the 
power of the strongest by proscribing me and 
•my family. But to insure tranquillity tg the 
Bourbons in Paris I never! Bear ia mind my 
prophecy, Caolaincourti” 

After a moment's pause, the Emperor, io a 
more tranquil tone, resumed— 
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“ Let iM relnm to tho miltter in question. My 
ab«t“itlion is i>i<-Uteii on. Upon ibis cniidition, 
the Regency Vill be given to tbc Empress, and 
the crown will descend to my son. i do not 
know that I have tiie riglit to resign tbo sove¬ 
reign authority—that I shnnld be justified m 
t.'il^ng such a step^ntil all hope was lust. I 
havj tifiy thousand meiPat my* disposal. My 
bralvo troops still acknowledge me for their sove-, 
reign. Full of ardour and devotedness, they ci^JI 
Inutlly on ino to lead tlicm to Paris. Tlie sound 
of my camion would electrify tbo Parisians, and 
nnisu the. national spirit, insulted ley- tlie presencu 
of foreigners parudiiig in our public places. The 
inhabitants of Paris arc brave; they would sup¬ 
port me; and, after fbe victory,” he addoii, in a 
more animated tone, “ a'‘ter the victory, tho na¬ 
tion would choose between mo and tlie Allies, 
and I wiiiill never descend from the throne, iiii- 
1 ‘SS driven from it by tho. French jienple. Piiiiio 
with me, Cunlainconrt. It ia noiv*twelvo o'clui.k. 
^ am going to review the troops." • 

As the Emperor left tlio palace, Canlaincourl 
sndiv followed him. Tho illusions to wliieii the 
Eniiiernr still clung filled him with anxiety, for 
ho knew that the strength ol tiie Allies was such 
that ail further rcsistaiXMi must he umivailing. 

The soldiers were deiiglited in again seeing 
the Emperor, and received him witli ncciarnu- 
lions of nnboiinde.d joy. The uBicers thronged 
cntlimiasi icaliy around him, shouting— 

“ To Pari.s— to I’aris! Sire, lead im to Paris I'* 
“ Yes* my frieiuls," replied the Emperor, “ we 
will tly to the snetnur of Paris. To-morrow wo 
will commence our inareh." 

At tliesc words, tumiiltumis shouts of “Vivo 
rEinpcreiir!" nmgjrfiii!'e<!f;ip?he ni|^ Tlie iirdoiir 
was so intense and so universal, that even Gan- 
liL'iicniirt thought that thero were some cliiinees 
in Napoleon’s favour. • 

As the Emperor returned to the court-yan^i 
the palace, and diwnuurited rgoiti liis horse, lie 
said to Eiinlamcoiirt, triumphaiw^’, and yet iu- 
terrogatively— , 

*■ W. II ?" as if he would inquire, “ What do 
you think now ?" 

“ Sire,’’ Caulaincourt repl'ed, “ thi#is 3 'oiir last 
step. Your JInj»|ty ought alone to decide.” 

“ You approve of my determination, that is 
clear," Napoleon added with a smile. 

Passing sifcntly, but witli friendly recogni¬ 
tions, through tbc groups of oflicers who thronged 
the sallgpns, be retired to iiis room. 

The young generals, full of ardour, and who 
had tlieir fortuneS to make, expressed ati intense 
desire to march upon Paris. Tho older officers, 
however, who liad already obtainedi^me and 
fortune, which they hoped to retmn by yielding 
to a power sniich they no longer felt able to 
resist, were viciit. 

Talleyrand, President qt the Senate, now eager 
to ingratiate himself into the favuor of the 
Allies, li|d influenced tliat body to pass a deoree 
deposing Napoleon, and organizing a provisional 
govenimeut with Tallevraad at its head. As 
Napoieon received his office, not from the SensM, 
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bnt from the people, he paid no respect to this 
act Still, the abandonment of thq Emperor ty 
tho Senate bewildered and disheartened the 
people, inspired the Royalists, and introduced 
much perplexity intp the councils of the army. 

At twelve o'clock the pext day, Napoleon, 
etrugfjling against deipondbncy, agalmrcvie^'ed 
the troops, having previously given order, to 
*imve fdl things prepared for tho march upon 
l^aris. Immediately after the review lie met in 
council all the dignitnrips,. civil niid military, 
who were at Pontiuneblcaii. A cor.fcrcncc cn- 
fluod, which crashed the ho])cs iunl almost broke 
the heart of the Emperor. Ilis most iiiilnential 
generals presented dilficnitius, ami, liiial'r. re¬ 
monstrances, declaring that all was hop«.tesrdy 
lost. 

“ If at this moment,” says Ihiron Fain, ‘‘ Na¬ 
poleon had quitted his saloon end entered the 
itsli of the s^'mndiirv ollicors, ho would have 
found yonng men ready to follow 

whertiver he sliouhl loud. I.iit a step furtliere 
find he would have been grootj^-d hy the ucclatua- 
tions of all his troops." 

Pishgartened, however, by the apathy whieh 
ho cnconiitorcd, he yielded, addrehsiiig to hi;, 
generals these prophetic words:— I 

“ You wish for repose. Take it. then. Alas!' 
yon know not how many troubles and dangers 
will await you on your bods of down. A few 
, years of that case which you are about to pur¬ 
chase so dearly, will cut off more of you than 
tl»c most sanguinary war could have ddhe.’’ 

The Emperor then, in extreme dejection, re¬ 
tired alone to his cabinet. After the lapse of :t 
few hours of perj^gjjty and anguish, such ns 
mortals have Seldom enduf^, he ag.nin sent fur 
Caulnincourt. As the duke entered tlie room, 
ho found the coutiteuKico ot tlie Emperor foar- 
fi^ly altered. Rut bis demeanour was calm and 
firm. He took from Ills table a paper, written 
with his own hSiid, and, pAsentiug it to C'au- 
laincourt, 8ntd~ 

‘Here is my abdication. Carry it to Paris." 
As the Emperor saw tho tears gush into the 
eyes of lii^ noble companion, he was for a mo- 
ment unmanned himself. *• Brave, brave friend!” 
cried htf, with intense emotioa. “ But those un¬ 
grateful men! they will live to regret me." 
Then throwing himself into tho a^s of Canlain- 
court, lie pressed him fervently to Ids agitated 
breast, saying, “Depart, Caulaincourt; depart 
immodiafely." • 

The abdication was written* in tho following 
words: — 

“ The Allied Powers having proclaimed that 
the Empfror Napoleon was the sole obstacle to 
the re-establishment of peace, tli% Emperor Na¬ 
poleon, faithful to bis oath, declares that he is 
ready to descend from the throne, db quit France, 
and even life itself, for*the good of the country; 
without prejudice, however, to the rights of his 
son, to those of tho Regency oftbe Eonress, and 
to the maintenance of the Uws of the Empire. 

“ Given at nnr Palace at Fontainobieau, the 
4th of April, * 


Napoleon rejne^d Macdonald and Ney to 
accompany Caulaincourt, os commis^-ionen, to 
Paris. As be edntided to them this important 
documqpt, hefsaid to Mo^onald, whom he had 
in foriivjr years mistrusted, but to whom he be¬ 
came fully reconciled on the field of Wagram-— 

“ I i^ve wronged^you, Moedonaffl; do yon 
not rcmeniba' it?” 

“No.*8ir^” Macdonald resumded; “I ro- 
mernber nothing bijt your coniiauice in me." 

Napoleoq affectionately grasped his hand, 
while tears filled the eyes of both these nablo 
men. 

" What conditions,” said one of the commis- 
cioners " shall we iusis| upon in reference to 
your f‘.iaj(isty ?” 

" None what“vcr," Napoleon promptly replied. 
" Obtain the best jt'Tms you ,can for Fiance. 
For TtiysLifi I a^k nothing." 

The 1 ’Oinmi‘sioiieis hrmiediately entered a 
earring" and set out for Pari*. Napoleon, ovpr- 
pmveroii by ttie cvenfs of the (Ia\, retired in 
soiitiid'i ti> Ins Hianiber. IVo iinnieiHately sent 
an ofTicerto Miir«liivl iMiirmont, who, with twelve 
tliousarid rnca, occupied u very important posi¬ 
tion at Essonne, a village at<out luilf way be¬ 
tween Fontainchlean and Paris. The messenger 
retnriiod at nigiit with the utmost speed, and 
conimuuient''<l tlie astounding intelligence that 
Marshal Marrnout had abandoned bis pa«t and 
joined the Allies; that he had gone to Paris, 
nml had marched his troop", without their know- 
ledge, of tho treachery, within the lines of the 
enemy, yhiis Fontaiiieblcnu was loft entirely 
ntx^elended. • 

Napoleon at first could not credit the story. 
He rep ntod to himself, " It i* impossible. Mar- 
moiit eannot bo guilty of Hisbonour. Marmoiit 
is my brother-iiMirms." But wbeu bo could no 
longer doubt, he sank back i'» his chair, riveted 
his eyes upon the wall, pressed his biirnitig brow 
with his hand, and said, in a generous tone of 
grief, which brought tears into the eyes of those 
w'lio were present, “ He I my pupil 1 my child! 
Hngratvful man! tVell, ho will be more un¬ 
happy than I!" 

^1 order to deliver up these aoldiors, the sub¬ 
ordinate officers, who were devoted to the Em¬ 
peror, were assembled at midnight, and decep¬ 
tively informed that tho Emperor had decided 
to move upon Paris, and that they were to 
march, as an advance-guard, on tho road to 
Versailles. All flew eagerly to arms, with cries 
of " Vivo I'Empe^ur!" In the darkness of the 
night this disgraceful transaction was consum¬ 
mated. With enthusiasm the soldiers commenced 
their march. But they were astonidied in meet¬ 
ing no eneitfy. They heard strange noises on 
either side of them, as of troops iu motion, but 
the darkness of the night concealed all distant 
dbjocts from their view. The break of dky 
sboAed them the batteries, battalions, and Squad¬ 
rons of th6 Russian army, by whom were 
now completely encircled. Escape was impos¬ 
sible. A cry of indignation and grief, loud and 
long-continued, broke from the ranks.' The 
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roar^gnard, in tho early dawn, diiborerod the 
anare before it had crosced the bridge of Es* 
sonne. It immediately halted, and ^tified the 
oaeato prol^ct the Emperor, resolving to defend 
hi V to the Inst drop of blood. * 

The entrapped soldiers, as soon as they re> 
covered liotn their astonishment^ r^gre^ted 
together in groups^most insane witi/iragi, and 
comibenced loud eronts, in the very camp of the 
Allies, of ** Vive I’Empereur!” sColonel Ordincr 
called together all the other colonels,•who, in« 
dignantat the treachery of their* generals, im¬ 
mediately conferred upon him tho command of 
■ "b accordingly ordered the 
td dfbected them on Uam- 
night return by that cir- 
'ontainebleau. .Jhc entire 
llery, and cavalry—seized 
e spirit of desperation, com* 
through tho ranks of their 
8 , back to Napoleon. 

'^(ids cclinect," said Lamar¬ 
tine,‘‘with fury and acclamations, the expres¬ 
sion of their desperate and indomitable fidelity 
to their van(iiiisl)<*il Urnperor." 

Marmont, lieanng the tidiiig«, in great alarm 
mounted one of his fleetest horses, and soon 
overtook the retiring column. 

* “Stop 1" ho crifd to (lolonej Ordincr, “or T 

will have you court-martiuiled (or usurping the 
command.” 

“ 1 defy you," the eoloncl replied. “ Tlierc is 
no law winch compels tho troops to obey 
treachery; and if there were, there is ift soldier 
here so base as to ol»ey it.” * 

The loud altereaiiou caused a halt in the ranks. 
The soldiers had respected Marmont and ad¬ 
mired his courage. He appealed to them; 
showed his sears and his still bleeding wounds; 
assured them that peace was alrirndy negotiated, 
and that the movement they wern making was 
harmless to themselves and to the Emperor, lie 
entreated them to kill him rather than disgrace 
themselves by abandoning tlveir general. 'I'lie 
soldiers, accustomed to obedience, believed him, 
and shouting “Vive Marmont 1” bewildered, re¬ 
turned again to their caotoniDcnts within tfte 
lihes of the Allies. 

In the meantime, the commissioners, nneon- 
raons of this treachery, were rapidly approach¬ 
ing Paris. Just as tho evening lamps were 
.lighted they entwed (he gates of,tho agitated 
city. Canlaincoart, leaving his oompanious, im< 
mediately obtained a private aulflienco with Alex¬ 
ander. The Emperor, thoogh cordial, seemi^.' 
not a little embarrassed. He, however, promptly 
announced to Canlatnoonrt that theivhole aspect 
of affairs was now changed. 

sire,” said Canlunconrt, “I am the 
bearer of the act of abdication of the Emperoj 
Napoleon in favour of the King of Rome. Mar- 
ibw Nejr and Macdotudd accompany^e aa the 
ploaipotentiaries of fals Majesty. All the for- 
maliuea are prepared. Nothing now remains 
but the coDClnsion of the treaty.” 

*''Mw dear duk^" Alezaodw replied, “ when 


475 

yon ^ported, the position of the Emperor Na¬ 
poleon was still imposing. The rallying of 
troops around Fontainebleau, their devotion'to 
the Emperor, hts address and courage, were of a 
nature to create alarm; but tewiay the position 
of the Emperor is not t|^e same.” 

“■Ymr Majesty dorelves‘syourBelf,” Caulaiii- 
coartalplled. “The Emperor has at his corn- 
man/ within the circle of a few leagues, eighty 
tliousAnd men, who demand to be led upon ' 
Paris, who wilt allow themselves, in defence uf 
< the Emperor, to be out in piecps to tlip last man, 
and whose example will electrify tho capital.” 

“ My dear ’dnko," Alexander replied, “ I am 
truly sorry to afflict you. But you ara in com¬ 
plete ignorance of whst is going on, Tho Senate 
has declared tlie forfeiture of Napoleon. Tlie 
commanders of corps of the army are sending in 
their adherence from all pans. They disguisp, 
under pretext of submission to tho^mandates of 
tl|p Senate, their eagerness to absolve tliein'>t‘lvus 
from allegiance to u sovereign who is niifurtii- 
nate. Such are mankind. At the very luoment 
at which wo speak, Kontalnehluau i.4 nneo.ered, 
and the person of Napoleon is in our powerA’ 

“ Wliat say yon, siro,” cried Cauluuicourt, in 
amozomeut; “still fresh trearons?” 

“Tlioc’irap of Essonno is raised,” Alexander 
deliberately added, “^farshal l^lurmout baa 
^lont in his adherence, nud that of his division 
of the anny. The troops which compose it are 
in full march to the camp of the Allies.” 

At this iutcU'gence Caulainconrt was struck 
dumb, as by a ttiunderbolt. After a moment's 
pause, he bowed his neck to the storm, and sadly 
said— • 

“ I have no hope but in the magnanimity of 
your Miijesty,’' • , 

“As long ns the Emperor Napoleon,” Alex^ 
andcr replied, “ was supported by nii army, ho 
held the councils of his adverAiri^s in check; 
hut now, wlien tho mardials Htid*gcnerals are 
Icit'iing away the soldiers, the question is 
changed, Fontainebleau is no longer an im- 
posing military position. All tho ^ficrsons ol 
note ut Fontainebleau have sent in tiieir sub¬ 
mission. Now, judjgo for yourself, what could 
Ido?’ 

Caulainconri* raised his hand to his burning 
brow, BO bewildered that he was unable to utter 
a single word. 

“ DuilBg your absence,” Alexander continued, 
“a discussion arose on the subject oi tlie Regency. 
Talleyrand and others contended against it with 
all their might. The Abb^ de Pradt declared 
that neither Honnparte nor his familj^ad any 
partisans—tjia> all France earnestly demanded 
the Bourbons Tho adherences of the civil 
and military Bodies are pouring in. Yon thus 
see the impossibilities wlficb master my good 

'.'“The Empenfr Napoleon," exclaimed Can- 
laincoort indignantly, “ is betraved, basely aban¬ 
doned, delivered to tho enemy by the very men 
who ought to hi^e made for bua 9 rampart of 


MARSHAL MARMONT GOES OVER TO THE ALLIES. 



476 


NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. [1814. 


tbeir ''od'es nn^ tlieir swords. This, sire, is 
liorr bio, liorriblo!" • 

Alexander, with sn expressibn of bitter dis¬ 
dain, placing bis band contidiugly on the arm of 
Caulaincourt, said— 

* And add, dd!ke, that be is betrayed by men 
who owe him ever\tking, everytjiing^-their 
fame, their fortnne.* Wliat a leisoiiVor ip sove¬ 
reigns! 1 verily believe that if wo hadXjshed 
_ to pluee KutiisofT upon the tlirone of France, 
they would have cried out, ‘Vive KutlisotiT 
But take courage. 1 will bo at the council be¬ 
fore. yo I. iVVo will see whnt can be done." 

Jfe tlicn took the act of abdiption, read it, 
and cxprcssi'd much surprise thut it contuiaed no 
HtipiiliiiionH for Kiipolemi personally. 

“ Hut I Imvn b°eii his Iricmi,” siiiil Alexander, 
“and 1 will htill l>o his advociito. I will insist 
that he -shiill r tsin hi.s inipfriiil title, with tlie 
sovereignty of Klba, or some otlier island.” 

As (.‘niiliiAicoiirt was pa.ssnig out of the court- 
yafd, cxssftorutcd by gri f and dc-pa'r, lie t^jet 
the Abbd do I’radt, who, with the ba-cst syco- 
plnncy, was hovering aroiflid the court of the 
Allies. 'J'lie sitiiiing ecclesiastic, coinplaccutly 
riilihbig liis luinds, adviinced to meet the tall, 
courtly, and digiiilied duke, cxclaiining — 

“I urn ciiaMied to see you.” 

CaiiLiincoiirt fixed his eye sten.ly upon him, 
and was proudly passing by, refusing t<j return 
bis sa'utaiion, when the nbbd ventured to add^ 
witli an insulting smile— 

“ Your alfiirs are not going on wery pros¬ 
perously, duke." 

Caulaincourt could restrain his indignation no 
longer, lie lust all self eoiilrol. Scixitig the 
ii'-toiiislied i\(id grey-liRttM abht> by tbo collar, 
he cxelaitned, “You are a villain, srl" and, 
after almost sliakingji's breath out of his body, 
twlrlul himairoiiiid upon his heels like a top; 
srtien, aslianned oF such un instinctive elmllition 
of fury towaids §nc so helpless, he contemptuously 
led him andsaent on his way. Tlie ahbd never 
forgave Ojj forgot this rude piroiictrc. The llour- 
bon.s administered to hU wounded pride the balm 
of many honours. 

Caulaitl-ourt immediately sought his com- 
panion-s, Macdoriahi and Ni^-, and proceeded to 
the council. But lie had no heart to reveni to 
them the awful defection of i^Iurmoiit. They 
found the coiiricil-elinmber filled ^ith the iiighost 
dignitaries of the various kingdoms allied aguiriBt 
Fninco. The Emjicror of Kussia wasi^arnertly 
talking.with the King of Prussia in the embra¬ 
sure of a window. In other parts of the room 
were groups of English, Iluasian, Prussian, Aus- 
triuu, awl Swedish diplomatists, engaged in very 
uni mated couveniRtion. ^ 

The entrance of the French commissioners 
interrupted the colloquy. Th# Emperor of 
Btissia and the Kiiii^of Prussia approached a 
Jong table covered with green, in the centre of 
the room, and sat down. Each persoiktben took 
his seat at the table. The Emperor of Austria, | 
perliaps fnim inotivea of delicacy, was not pre- 
■eiit. Lord Castiereagh, the English plenipo¬ 


tentiary, lij|d not yet arrived. Caulaincourt 
presented*, in tlie name of Napoleon, the act of 
’abdicatiouLin favour of the King of Rome and 
of the Reffeney of Maria Louisa. For a moment 
thoro was profound siicuce. Then Frederick 
William, the King of Prussia, remarked— 

“ ^vents np longer permit the Powers to treat 
with thofEmponir Napoleon. The wishes of 
Frandb for the return of her|[ancient sovereigns 
are manifest ou gll sides." f 
Macdanald repH-d, “ The Emperor holds the 
crown from tlie French nation. He rosrgn.s it 
for the purpose of ohtiiiinng general peace. Tbo 
allied sovereigns liaviiig deiuared tlint be is tlic 
! only obstacle to peaciq lie does not hesitate to 
8 .a(:riliec Inmself wlum the interests of his country 
are concerned. But if they deny him tne right 
of ah licatitig in duvonr of In's son, grlat mis¬ 
fortunes may result therefrom. The army, 
ciitin-ly devoted to its chief, is still ready to 
slied the last drop of its blood in support of the 
rights of its sovereign.” ^ 

A smile of disdain, accompanied with whisper¬ 
ing, followed this declaration, as the Allies per¬ 
ceived that Macdonald was unaware how entirely 
Napoleon’s position was uncovered. Just at 
that moment Mnrinont entered the room, with 
his head erect and a smile upon his ieaturcs. 

He was received with shaking of hands and 
congratulations. The discussion was again re¬ 
sumed. Poz,!i Hi Rorgo, tlie n'd-de-camp of Ber- 
ii.adotto, inveighed loudly against the Regency. 
Ho foolishly hoped to ga n for his traitorous 
master ftic throne of France."® 

“ As long," said he, “ as the name of Napo¬ 
leon weighs from the throne upon the imagina¬ 
tion of Europe, Europe will not consider itself 
sill slied or delivered. It will slwu.vs see in the 
government of the son the threatening soul of 
tiie fatlicr. Iflic is present, nothing will restrain 
• liis genius, impatient of action and o adventures. 
The allied armies will have no sooner returned 
into their respective countries than ambition will 
inflame the mind*of this man. Again he will 
summon to the field his coiiiitr.v, speedily re¬ 
stored from its disasters, and once more it will 
b$ necessary to repeat over him those victories, 
so dearly purchased by the treasures and the 
blood of the hiiinaii race. If banished far from 
France, his counsels will cross the sua, and his 
lieutenants ani^ his ministers will seize upon the 

“ rozzn tli Riirao wiis u Ooi-sionn. He. was a strong 
I'^rtioan of the l(oiii<tuiis, and Joined the English In their 
u.iduk upon his native island. As M.spoleon adopted 
the cause of popular rights, Rorgo became his impls- 
cniile enemy, lie took refugo iii I«nduii, and jutneil 
witli intense zeal those who were conspiring against tlie 
popular govcrnineiit of Prance. Though a man of dis¬ 
solute liiibtts, his elegant manners and his zeal for 
royslty suenrud for him tlie familiarity and esteem of 
glie Eiigiisli and Continental aristocracy. Entering the 
Russian service, ne hud been employed by Alexander at 
the court of Bernadotte. “ Me knew," says Lamartine, 
“that he llattered, in oecret, the Inclinations of ills 
masier, the iutiigueaof M.de Talleyrand, the vengeance 
of ttw court of London, and ihe resentment of tho 
arlHtocrscv of Vienna, in spealung against the half 
measure of the Regoney.*' 
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Regency. To bllov tlie Emp’re to survive the Bis voice choked with cmiyiuu, and ho could 
Kroperor, this is not to extin^ishtle incendiary say np more. 

tire of Europe, but to cover it with|reacherous There was a moment of profound silence, 
ashes, nnder which vrill smoulder | new con* during which neither of the three could utter 
flagration. Victory made Napoleon* Victory one word. Macdonald, then taking the hand of 
unmade him. Let the Empire fall with thonnan Canlaincourt, pressed it with affection, and 
who made said-v ^ 

These sj^timents were too ohvioiuIV tmesto be “ Im is a* sorrowful, n mof^: sorrowful mission; 
denied. The government of Napolmn the but alone can fultil it to the Emperor, for 
government of |ra{klar rights. The Allies were yot^ssess his entire coniidence.” 
d< liiging Eiiropwin blood to sustain aristocratic Cavlaincourt departed, lie was so entirely'’ 
privilege. These two hostile principles of govern* absorbed in painful thought that lie became 
ineiit* could not live side by side. Even the quite unconscious of tho lapse of time, and was 
genius of Napoleon, tasked to its uttermost, could struck with astonishment when tho carriage 
not reconcile them. Ho has drawn upon him- entered the ceurt-yarJ of Fontainebleau. For 
self insane abuse, even ftom the sincere lovers | a time he was so traiislixcd with grief and despair, 
of liberty, for his humane endeavour, by a com- that he could not leave liis seat. 
pr 0 mis& to rescue Europe from those bloody “ Was I, then,*' says Canlaincourt, “ destined 
wars which sdespots assailed the dreaded only to approach tliu Emperor to give him 
spirit of republicaUism. i torture ? I revolted at the misery of mv destiny, 

“ There are,” said Talleyrand, “ but two prin-I which forced upon me tho ollice»of inflicting 
ciples now ut issne in the world—legitimacy and i pain on him whom with my blood I would ti|ive 
ciianco.” By cliatice^ he meant the suffrage.*! of riAsomed from siifl'eriDg. 1 sprang from tho 
the people—popular* rights. But it was not' carriage, and reached tho cabinet of the Emperor 
prudent to call things by their right names, almost running. I know not. how it diappciied 
“ Legitimacy,” he continued, “ is a recovered that tliero was no one there to announce i^o. I 
right. If Europe wishes to escape revolution, opened the door. ' Sire, it is Cauluiiicourt,’said 
siie should attach herself to legitimacy. Tliero 1, and I entered.” ^ 

arc but two things po-ssible in ibis case—either Napoleon was seated at a wlni^ looking out 

% Napoleon or Louis XVIII. The Emperor Nano- upon the gardens. Ilis pallid connicimnee and 
loon can have no other successor than a Icgi- disordcKd dress indicated timt ho hod luissed the 
timate king, lie is the first of soldiers. Alter ^iglit without socking any repose. Cauluinconrt 
him, there IS not one man in France or in tho world hesitated to comuinice his droadful message, 
who could make ten men march in his eniise. The Empelror broke tho siliuico by saying, with 
Everything that is not Napoleon or Louis XVill. an evident effort to bn calm— 
is an intrigue.” • “ The defection of Exsonne has served ns an 

Thus cuncemptuoiisly was the name of Ber* excuse for new pretensions. Is it not so? Now 
uadotte flung aside. that I am abuiidotied, openly betrayld, there are 

The defection of the camp at Essonnn, which other conditions. What do they now ch-iuaiid ?'* 
wa.s the advance-guard of the army at Fontaine- Canlaincourt deliberately narrated the scenes 
bicau, placed Najioleon entirely at the mercy of ^ Ihrongh which ho had passed, andf the dcinmn^^ 
tlis Allies. A corps of the Uiissiim army had. of tho Allies for an unconditional abdication, 
already been echeloned from Paris to Essonne, Tho indignation of Napoleon wtft ^w roused to 
and covered all tlmt bank of tho Seine. Napo- the highest pitch. All the gigaiffic force and 
Icon was now apparently helpliss, and the Allies energy of his lolly nature burst forth Kkc a vol- 
triumphanUy demanded absolute and uncon- cano. Uis eyes Hashed lire. Bis face glowed 
ditional abdication. It was clear that Napoleon with an almost superhuman expression gf intellect 
was rained, and even while the discussion was and of determination. 

going on, many, anxious to escape from a falling “ Do these arrogRnt conquerors suppose,” ha 
cause, were sending in their adherence to tho exclaimed, “that they are masters of Franco 
Allies. because treason^as opened to them the gates of 

The French commissioners, having received Paris ? If a handful of vile conspirators have 
the peremptory demand for tb# unconditional planned my destruction, the nation has not rati- 
abdicadon of Napoleon, now retired in conster- tied tbe’infamous deed. I will summon my 
nation to watch over the pc|s<ma.l security of people around me.« Fools! they cannot conceive 
the Emperor, for he was in imminent danger of that a man like me only ceases to bo formidable 
being taken captive. when be is laid in the tomb. To-morrow, in 

** Who*,” said Caolaineonrt, in tones of anguish, one hour, I will shako off the fetters wiA which 
«<can be the bearer of this flesh blow to the they have bojsnd me, and rise, more terriblethan 
Emperor?" ever, at tbe* bead of one hundred and thirty 

'‘You," answered Ney» with tearful ayes, thousand worifbrs. 

“You are the friend of bis heart, and can, betten “ Attend to my calculation, Caulainconrb 1 
WD any other, soften tbe bitterness of this have here around me 25.0QO men of my Guards, 
news. For my port, I have no coura'^ but in 'piose giants, thg terror ot the legions of the 
tbe presence of an enemy, I can never, ^er raemy. shall form anncleus round which I wiQ 
4(0 and say coldly to " rally the army of Lyons, 30,000 strong. These, 
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with Grenier’s corns of 18.000»jast arrived from 
Italy, Sachet’s 15^000, and the 40,000 scattered 
under the command of Souit, mi^e altogetAer an 
army of 130,000 men. I am master of all the 
strong places in France and Italy, though 1 Mnow 
not as yet whoth^ they contain anght bat felons 
and traitors. 1 am again npon my feet," aud he, 
rauing hU head prog.dIy^“ awiated hy thi/aame 
Rword which has opened to ms every cantal in 
Europe. I am still the chief of the ^vest 
»army in the whole world—of those li|'.ench 
battalions of which no portion has siiifered a 
defeat 1 will exhort them to the defence of 
their country by the principles and in the name 
of liberty. Above my cagio'4 shall be inscribed, 
’ Independence and our country!’ and my eagles 
will again be terrible. I f the uhiofM of tlie army, 
who owe their splendour to my conquests, wish 
for repose, lot them retire. 1 will find among 
those wlio now wear worsted epaulettes men lit 
to be generpls and morsl^ls. A road tliat is 
clonsd against couriers will soon open before 
.>0,(K)0 men.” s 

As the Emperor uttered these vehement words, 
he stroda rapidly up ana uown the apartment. 
Suddenly he stopped, and, turning to Caulain- 
conit. said— 

“ Write to Key and Macdonald to return im¬ 
mediately. F renounce all negotiation. 'I'lic 
Allies have rcje<‘ted the pirsonal sacrilieo whieli 
I imposed upon myself fpr tlie sake of pustjlmsing 
die peace and tlie repose of France. Tiiey havq 
insolently refused my abdication, and I rctr.i( t 
it. I will prepare for the contlict. My place i-. 
marked out above or below tlin surface of a riclii 
of bottle. May the Fnmcn blood which is ng lin 
about to flow fail upon the wretches who wish th'- 
rnin of theif country I” 

Caulaincourt, contemplating wilii pain tiie 
intense excitement into which the ICmperor was 
jdunged, onS conscious of the inutility, at ili.it 
moment, of attempting a calm and di«pas.siutmie 
discussion. Itotdid to tho ^timperor, and asked 
leave to rotm 

We are one, Caulaincourt.” said the Etn- 
peror kindly. “ Our misfortunes are great. (Jo 
and take, some repose. There is, henepforth. 
none for me. The uight will perhaps erdigiitcii 
me.” • 

In unutterable anguish, Caulaincourt rctirsd 
to his room and threw himself upon his bed. 
Ho knew that, though the Emperor might 
prolong the bloody struggle, his situation was 
desperate. Already armies contaiuinj!^bi.x hun¬ 
dred thousand foreigners covered the soil of 
I'rance. iteserves which would more than 
double the number were collected on the froo- 
tiers, wfiting but the signal to pour themselves 
into tho doomed republican Eospiip. The new 
government welcomed all who would abandon 
Napoleon and give in their adAesion. There 
was now a general ru&h of the high fiinctionaries 
to Paris to obtain eitnations under the new 
dynasty. Still the Allies dtood ik terror of 
Nnpolson. They knew that the masses of the 
psoble were all ia hu favour, and the^ dreaded 


one of those bold movements which more than 
once had^ aftonished Europe. Foreign troops 
now occupied all the avenues around Fontaine¬ 
bleau. Nmoleon was inclosed in a vast knot 
At ofte sif^al two hundred thonsand men could 
spring upon the little band which Itill guarded 
him. But tlie formidable name of the Emperor 
still ^ept tho^llies at a respectful distance. 

The ndkt day Caulaincoj^ again saw the 
EmptAor, and informed him|of the fcorful^ieril 
ill which be w|^s placed. iW endeavoured to 
dissuadoi him from any attempt to extricuto 
himself by force, representing the eiCtreme 
danger of such a step to tho country, tho army, 
and himself. 

'* Dangers!" exclalneed the Emperor; " I do 
not fenr thorn! A useless life is a heavy burden. 
1 cannot long support it. But, before involving 
others, I wish to question them as to theiF opinion 
respecting this despentto resolve. If my cause, 
if tlie cause of iny family is no longer the cause of 
France, then I can decide. Cali around me the 
iTiiirtiiitls and generals wim still remain. I will 
he ciiiilcd by their opinion.” 

The generals and tho marshals, dejected and 
vmlijirrassed, were soon assembled. “I have 
(,tiered iny abdication," Said Napoleon, “ but tho 
Allies now impose npon me the abdication of my 
tiiiiiily. They wish mo to depose my wlhi, niy 
son, end all who belong to my family. Will yoiu 
iiiiow it? T liave tho means of cutting my way 
(liroiigli the lines that surround me. I can tra¬ 
verse and arouse tlie whole of Franco. 1 can 
repair (o the Alps, rejoin Augereau, mlly Souit, 
ivcall Saolict, .nid, reaching Euglme in Lombardy, 
ii.i^s into Italy, andrthere Ibund with yon a new 
ciTijiire, It new throne, and new fortunes for my 
coiiipanions, until the voice of France shall recall 
us to luir country. Will you follow me?'* 

'• 1 listened,” says Caulaincourt, “ to the Em- 
]>(T.'r's nolile and dignilied appeal to the hearts, 
ti> till-, bunour of his oncicut lieutenants. But 
those hearts remained cold. They opposed tho 
iiitorc.sts of France, a useless civil war, and tho 
country ravaged by invasion, but they fuMtid no 
word of sympathy for the friglitfiii misfortnna 
which fell upon the benefactor, the sovereign 
vsiio, during twenty years, had been the glory of 
Fr.iiice,'' 

'kiulainconrt.'unablo to repress his emotions, 
w.ns aliout to leave the apartment. As iio rose, 
tlie F.inperor caught his eye, and understood ths 
movement. ‘**Stop. Caulaincourt,” said ho; then, 
taking ids s(at at tho table, he rapidly wrote- 

• “April 6.1814, 

The allied sovereigns having declared that the 
Emperor Nanoleon is the sole obstacle to tho re- 
citaiiHshoictit of a general peace in Europe, the 
I'.iup-ror Napoleon, ralthful to his oath, declares 
tliat ho renoHoccs, for himself and ids heirs, the 
fthrnne of France and Italy: and that there is 
nospersonal sacrifice, not even that of life itaelf, 
which hesis nut willing to make for the interests 
of France.” 

Having placed this important paper fa ths 
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hand* of Canlainconrt aa tba basis of new neco* | 
tiatioDS, he calmly and proodlji tamed to his 
l^^nerals, and said, Gentlemen, T wish to be 
alone." When all had left bat Ctnlaincourt, he 
added, a 

Theili men have iieitheT heart nor conwienro. 
1 urn less, conquered by fortune than by Uie 
oeotism and ingratitude of my brothers in anna. 
This is hideous, ^ow all is cousaunlatej^. Leave 
me, my Irieni"* 

“ I shall nVer," says Caolaineourt, “ for^t 
them scenes at Fontainebleau. Thera is nothing 
in history to be compared with tliese last convul¬ 
sions of the French Empire, to the torture of its 
chief, to the agony of its hours, its days. Never 
did the Emperor appedb to me so truly great.” 

The tortures of suspense being now removed, 
the bpart of Napoleon seemed relieved of an 
enormous load. Allowing himself to indulge in 
no useless repinings, with dignity and i^aceful- 
ncss ho submitted to his destiny. He had snf- 
(iciont self-command at least to assume tbo 
aspect of checrfulnws and contentment. No re¬ 
proaches escaped his lips, and ha aildressed all 
around him only in tones of Iwnignity and kind¬ 
ness. The noUe and dignilied resignation he 
di'-jilaycd surpri.scd all, and won llicir adtu'ration. 
lie conversed familinrly, and as a privtie citv.cn. 

the events of the Revolution and of 
the i'nijilro, as if they Imd been matters of a past 
< cntiiry, having no lerarriice to hini-clf. 

But it was not enough f.r the Mlics that the^ 
had driven Najjoloon Irom tlio throne, lie was 
Miil cnllironcd in the hearts of the Frejjch people. 
It was e-'Smtial to the fi*»il success of the came 
of tlie Allie.s that the reputation of Napoluon 
should be destroyed, and that t lie people of France 
sliould look upon him as a seltish and merciless 
monster. The Allies had now the control oi the 
press of all Europe. They could deluge the 
nations with libels to which Nupolenn could make 
no possible reply. TJie pen of Cliafeauhriand 
was dipped in mingled venom and gall for the 
accomplishment of tliis c^me. His world-rc- 
nowued pamphlet on “ Bonaparte and the Jlour- 
hons” was the most cold, merciless, inlimons 
assa-ssination of character history has receded. 
There is no historian who assails Napoleon with 
more acrimony than Lamartiqe, and yet even he 
speaks of this atrodous work in the following 
terms:— 

“M. Chateaubriand, tbe tet writer of the 
day, did not preserve either hi# genius or his 
conscience from the oatpoo{ing of insults and 
calumnies upon a great but a fallen name. He 
had written a severe pamphlet ajrainst the Empe¬ 
ror and in favour of ue restoratioa of the Bour¬ 
bons, in which be dng»d hie name through the 
blood and the chaniel-booses of time. He him¬ 
self perfonned in it tbe office of hangman to tiie 
, reign of tbe Emperor. He bad fiwmerly praifcd 
him, even by sacred comparisons, with ^emrpes 
of the Bible. After tbe assasrini^oif of tba Duke 
d’Enghien, the enthusiasm of the writen which 
Lad diODged into contempt, Lad placed ^ in a 


secret bnt caiidous oppositio|u He called himself 
proscribed and persecuted; yet ho never seas 
prescribed exjepi by itnpl■^al favours, nor perse¬ 
cuted, except by the au'ected contempt of bis 
master. 

_ “ However this may have^becn. be bora abont 
him for several mouths his unedited pamphlet, as 
tho^sword which wa&rto gjvo the lost blow to the 
tyriMt. This pamphlet, printed in the night, and 
d^vered in fragments to tlio journals, innndutcds 
Fa|is in the morning, and very shortly all Franec, 
wi^ maledictions against the Emperor and the 
Empire. Napoleon was there painred in the traits 
of tbe modern Attiln, and with the features, still 
more hideous, of a hangman, effecting, with his 
own hands, the executions in which he delighted. 
He was represented at Font^eblean torturing 
the conscience of Pins VII., and dragging tlic 
PoutiiT by his white locks on the flags of his 
prison—a martyr at once to his compliasance for, 
•and resistance of, the crowned uj^ptort, 

“M. de Chateaubriand opened all tb^ dun- 
igeons, to indicate therein to the people, wuh bi.s 
finger, the tortures, the gags, the pretended silent 
assiiosination of victims. Ho raked up all tiie 
ashes, from that of Pichegra down to tbe plagne- 
hoKiiirnl at Jaffa, to drug from out of tlie long- 
' buried mass accusations, siispiciuns. and crimes. 
It wh.4 the bitter sfieech of th»%mblic prosecutor 
of iinmanity and of liberty, written by the hand 
of tba Furies against tbo great culprit of tiio age. 
He dill not spare his enemy even those vile accu¬ 
sations of sordid iivarico and of peculation whicii 
penctrafb tho deepest and tarnisli the most iit 
tbo vtdgur and venal souls of the maltitudc. 
Robbery, cowardice, cruelty, sword, poison, every ■ 
thing served as a weapon to stab that fame be 
wisticd to extinguish. This boolf, issued leaf by 
leaf to the public during several days, was the 
more terrible, iiiasmach as it succeeded the long; 
silence of a mute ojipositiou. * 

“M. de Chateaubriand, in putting forth tlBft* 
character of NapoHon as fooiWor tbo wickedness 
of tiie people, and a homage to tlf^Royalist party, 
was guilty of an action whicii no political pas¬ 
sion can excuse—the annibilation of a refgn by 
poisoned weapons. But this wicked action, 
praised at the time because tbe time required it, 
was repudiated utftv later period by the conscience 
of tho age, though it contrilmted powerfully then 
to render the Empire unpopular. When M. da 
Chateanbriaiia presented himself to Louis XVf 11* 
to receive bis reward in tbe shape of favours from 
tbo nwfmonarcby, the Prince said to him, * Your 
book has been wofth an army to my causeJ'" 

These libels were reiterated iu Gnak Britain 
in pamphlets and reviews, which were scattered, 
like nntuniD leaves, throughout th^ kingdom. 
The Tories •rere triumphant in England, 4be 
Allies triumphant on tlie Contineht, tbe fioorbons 
triumphantnn France. Napoleon waa rileneed, 
imprisoned, crushed, tfo voice, pleading bia 
caure, could obtain a hearing in the imiverial 
clamounof bn foes. Even now, he vrho ventures 
to speak for Napoleon must bepref and to-breast 
a great flood of obloquy. The pfvfile of the world 
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love liim; but political influences of tromeudous 
power still assail bis memory. ^ 

An English writer, W.H. Ireland, F.sq., says— 
*'Tiie most tiifling circumstances, brought for* 
ward to the disparagement of Napoleon, were 
tortured into the nlbst enormous crimes; every* 
tiling that bad been argedtogaiust him^iii l^ig- 
liiiid for many years wbsreadily and must eagerly 
, received by the British nation ns indMputXble 
ipitli; while, on the contrary, any circumst^c 
which gained this country favnnrahlc to the £ia* 
puror was solely iin[>uted to TVcnch flattery and 
adulation, fijurcely a publicutioii emanated from 
tlie proas for a Feries of years, liowcvcr foreign to 
Freiieh oflidrs, inwiikli menus were'not found of! 
introducing something to the dispanigcnient of 
Napoleon. No less zeal was displiited Iroin the ! 
pulpit, the Senate, the bar, and tlie t tiig>f: imy, j 
to such a ridiculous excess wiis that .suntliiicnt ^ 
carried, tliat the uinno of Unnapiirtc was used tq j 
inspire dread tii cliildrcn, for, instead of being 
to]d,*according to custom, that, ii tlioy were 
naughty, the old man f/mnld tnkv. ihrm ««•«//, they j 
were tlireiitciicd willi Bouiifxirte’s coming fur | 
them. So true is this statement, (lint wc would j 
elialienge any indiviilnal in this idund, uuder 
thirty years of age, to sny wh-'tlier he does not 
call to mind that sneh wir-i Ins earliest impres¬ 
sions respecting Napoleon Bonaparte." 

Tims far the Allies have Imd it all tlicif own 
“' y. 'I’hey have been accuser, counsel, jury, 

JI idge, and executioner. They have also reported 
the trial and written the bio*gra[iliy. But now, 
idler the silence of thiry years, the spirit nl Na- 
|ioh oil emerges from its tomb beneutli the <lorae| 
(il the liivulides, and, turning to a new genera -' 
t on, solicits aiiothor trial. I'almly, >et tirnily,' 
Jet all who value truth iiiol .'| 0 'ii> c in.'ist that he 
aboil not bo deftoudod pi tlmi right. 


• CHAPTER I XII. 

PErAUTtlKK FOi: j 

Di'lilierattoiis of ttie Allies—Generosity o( Alcxaiuler— i 
A'.ipoleon recalls Ins Abilieathft—The treaty - t'n* [ 
woilliy ciiiidlirt ot llie Kiighsii (iovcrmneiit—liner-; 
view tiutwoeii CaiilioiKSiiiri amt the l.mjaTor - IUucns , 
III Kii|ioleoii—Tesimniiiy of Antonuaurclii—I’.iituiir , 
viUi MucUoiinld—Xapulroli's iiiipatiini-c to I ave Fmi. 
t.iliielileua—I'eparture nt Houhior—The t?uiriisBicr of i 
the Guard'-.Situiitioii Ilf Maria Louisa—Cnnsai'uilioii < 
with Deaiisset- Griel ol the Kmpi tor—Napoluo-i takes j 
leivc of C’aidatncourt—Xohle addaisstn Ins ottlccr* — | 
AffeeUng adiutt to the Old Guard—Lci'aiture for| 
LUia. 

Tub sdBnee described in the conclusion of the 
Inst chapter occurred in the oveiiinfi; the »>th 
of April. The next morning, at sunrise, (..'au- 
laiiicoiirt again aet out for Paris witB the uncon- 
diiioiial abdication. Itf the course of the day 
the important document wp.s presented to the 
couiunl ol the Allies. The entirt overdlirow of 
one whose renown had so tUlod the world moved 
their sympathies. The march of their troops 
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upon Fontainebleau was enspended, and an 
anxious conference was held to determine what 
should be done with the fallen Emperor and his 
family. # 

Tlie^'Bourhon partisans were anxlcgis that he 
should be sent os far as possible from France, 
and mentioned St. Helena. Others spoke of Corfu 
and of Corsi^. * Elba was mentioned, and its tine 
climate (Iiigniy eulogized. Carlaiiicourt imme¬ 
diately seized upon this opcuiii|gy{ind urged tllio 
adoption of Elba. The BourboiUBUi were alarmed. 
They well^knew the love of the people of France 
for Napoleon, and trembled ut the thought of 
having him so near. Earnestly they objected. 

Alexander, however, generously came to the 
support of Chinluincour?. Alter an animated 
debate, his infliieticc prevailed, and it was de* 
cided that the principality of the island of Elba 
should be conceded to the Emperor Napoleon, to 
enjoy for life, with the title of sovereignty and 
proprietorship. 

Napoleon, finding that the Allies were not 
di.«poscrl to treat with him, hut wore simply de¬ 
ciding bis fate according to their good pleasure, 
was %tung to the quick. He immediately de- 
Bpntcbed a courier to Caiilaincourt, with tlie 
order, “ Bring mo back my abdication. I am 
c<)iii|iicrcd. 1 yield to the fortune of arms. A 
siin{ile cartel will bo siiflicieiit.” 

1 II the evening he despatched another letter, 
Baying, “ Why do you speak to me of the con- 
t'ciitions of a treaty? I want none. Since they 
will not treat with me, and only employ them¬ 
selves about the disposal ‘of my perMin, to what 
purpose is a treaty ? This diplomatic negotiation 
disjileases me. Let it cease.” 

At live o’clock the next morning Caiilainconit 
was iiwiikniied by another courier. lie brought 
till' fillnwiiiyi: mi'ssiigo:—“I order you to bring 
buck my iibilication. I will sign no treaty. And 
in all cases 1 forbid you to iiitike iiiiy stipula¬ 
tions fc money. That is disgusting." 

Ill iwenty-four hours Cauiaiiicoiirt received 
seven ciiiiriors. lie was utterly bewildered. Ho 
liiid given ill (lie ubdientiou. The Allies wero 
drawing up the terms of the settlement, which 
were to bo presented to Napoleon for his ac¬ 
cept nice. The power was, entirely in their 
hands. Osulaiiienurt, whose solicitude amounted 
to anguish, was wutchiiig tlie proceedings with 
an eagle eye, ever ready to interpose iu behalf 
of the Emperor. 

A few days of liarassing diplomacy thus 
passed away,'and on the 11th of April the 
treaty, as drawn rp by the Allies, was ready. 
It provided that the Emperor Napoleon and the 
Empress Maria Louisa should retain those titles 
during their lives j and that the mother, brothers, 
sisters, nephews, and nieces should equally pre¬ 
serve the titles of princes of his family. The 
sovereignty and right of ownership of Elba was 
aligned to him, with an annual income from . 
France of ^,300,000 francs. The sovereignty 
and full property of the duchies of Pamaa, Pla¬ 
centia,, and Guastalla were assigned to Maria 
Louisa, to descend to her son. The Emperor's 
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rontlier was to receisi from F|nnca^ 300,000 
francs a-vear; King Joseph anA’his Qneen, 
."iO0,000 francs; King I^nK 20(5,000 francs; 
llurtense and her son, 400,000 francs ;i?erome 
and his <iieen, 500.000 francs; the Pjiacess 
Eliza, 300,000 francs; the Princess Pauline, 
300,000 frrfhcs. The annual nl|pwftnoelo the 
L'nipress Josephine, which Napoletfc haa fixed 
at 3,000,000 frafc.s, was reduced to l,f)00,000 
francs. The IVinces and Princesses of the Im 


pcriiil Family were also to retain all tlipir private 
property. Certain domains in It'rance were sot 
aside, the rents of which were to be appropriated 
to the payment of the abovo annuities. The 
private property of Nai^lcon, however, whetlicr 
ui extraordinary or as private domain, was to 
rev(?rt to the crown. 

'J'iie idmperial Jiuard wera to furnish a de¬ 
tachment of twelve or fifteen hundred men. to 
escort Napo'eon to his place of embarkation, 
lie was to retain a l)ody-gimrd of four hiiiidred 
men, wlio miglit volunteer to accompany him to 
Elba. Two days wefo allowed for the ratifica¬ 
tion of the treaty. 

The unrelenting hostility with which the Eng- 
li'li government still pursued tlio overpowered 
I'.'tiperor is uiiparaUelc'i in the history ot nations. 
W'o record witii amszenient that, when every 
t'ler government in Europe, without n single 
• xception, hesitated not to recognise the legality 
of a nation's suffrage as a title to sovereignty, 
l.’fialand alono refiised to recognise tliat rigfit, 
ninl still persisted Lit tlie in.siiking declnration 
tlmt the French mtlion were rebel*, and thmt 
/I'lw nw a usurper. They <aren murmured that 
tlie illustrious monarch of the pioplo a-as grunted 
the pitiable boon of Elba. Had the Urit sh 
commissioners been present at tlic conrercii.’p, 
even tlie magnnnimiry of Alexander couM not 
have rescued Kapoieoii from imprisomnent uinJ 
insult 

“There was ono Power,” says Sir U'alter 
“whose repr seutatives foresaw the evils 
which such a treaty miglit tccasion, and re¬ 
monstrated aga'nst them. But the evil was 
lione, and the particulars of the treaty adjusted 
before Castloreagh came to Paris. Finding thift 
the Emperor of Uussia had acted for the le-t, 
in the name of the other Allids, the English 
minister retrained from risking the peace, which 
liad been made in such urgent circumstances, by 
insisting upon his objections. He refused, how¬ 
ever, on the part of his government, fo become a 
party to the tr*aty further thane by acceding to 
it eo far as the territorial arrangements were 
t-oncamed; but he partieuiariy declined to achnoto- 
Infpe, m the part of England, the title Emperor, 
ichiek the treaty conferred on Napokon. Yet, 


when we have expressed h:1 the objections to 
whKib the treaty of Fontainebleau seems liable, 
it must be owned that the allied sovereigns 
showed policy in obtaining an accommodation 
upon almost any terms, rather than renewing 
the war by driving N|poleon to despair, and iii- 
ducTrig tke marshals, nroqs a sense of honour, 
agaii^ to unite themselves with his cause.” 

V ith a heavy heart, on the evening of the 1 Lth 
nflpril, Caulaittcourt set out with this treaty 
for Eontaineblenu. He bad disobeyed the Em¬ 
peror in making no attempt to iptlidraw the 
abdu&tion. He liad been compelled to exercise 
bis own judgment in tiio midst of the emburrass- 
moots wiiich oppressed him. 

Napoleon, as Canlaincoiirt entered his cabinet 
fixed upon him a piercing glance, and said—* 

“ Do y on at Lngtii bring me back my abdi¬ 
cation ?" 

• “ Sire,” Caulainconrt replied, “ 1, beseech your 
Majesty to hear mo before you address tame 
Ujiiuerited reproaches. It was no lunger in my 
power to send back^ to you tiiat act. My lint 
care, on my arrival at Pari->, waste communicato 
it to tlie alliod sovereigns, fur the purpose pf ob- 
tain'ng a cessation of hostilities. It has served 
a.s the basis to the negotiations of the treaty. 
Tlio offieial document of the abdication of your 
Majesty is already inserted In the journals.” 

Aiwl wliat is that to me,” Napoleon re¬ 
sponded, “ that they have tnudu it public—that 
tiicy have inserted it in tlic joHrnnU—if I do not 
clinnso to (Vout in these forms V I will not sign, 

1 want no treaty.” 

The painful debate was long coutlnnod. At 
last Caulainconrt, leaving the treaty on the 
table, bcggi'd leave to retire. “ I htd not been 
able,” he says, “ to prevail upon him to read tho 
whole of it. I returned to viiy quaij^ers. I had 
need of rest. My energy was exhausted in this ■ 
incessant struggle. I almost gave myself up to 
despair. But my thdlights retuffi|^ to the suf¬ 
ferings of this gren and noble victim, end 1 
found the will and the power to aftempc to 
alleviate them." 

Ill the evening he returned agsig to tho 
cabinet. I'lio Etiifierur was in a state of pro¬ 
found d> jection. lls^emed bewildered with the 
enormity of his woo. flis beloved France was 
handed over to the Bourbons; all the liberal 
governments of^urope were overthrown. Ail 
liis devoted friends foil with him. Tho most 
d'sastroDSv^jcllpse darkened the liberties of tho 
woild. It was dilli^ult to rouse him &ocu the 
apathy into which he bad sunk. 

Cauloincourt wa.s overwhelmed with an^sfa. 
He knew that if Napoleon should refuse ttnccept 
the terms presented him, a worse fate would be 
Tiis doom. ^\th tho utmost difficuity, the noble 
duke hod won*from the Allies even the little 


«.“Lord CMtlere.«l.-sobJeetlpns tothe.^Y^we« ^bey bad offered to the dethroned Em- 


‘tw'/otil. 1. That It reci 
Emiwror of France, wl 


•M ui« title or Napoleon as ,- - 

;ngland liad never yet doil^ peror. But a few hours more remained for hU 
(Urebtiy or Indirectly. 2. That It aasigned hidi a real- accepUOice, and then Napoleon would be again 

tiraa of H>o revolaUonary volcano wero yet aneatin* thetreapuve M they would. 

guiobed in both coaniries.'’—Ausoa. “ Sire, wxciaimef Caolaioconrt in tones tbril- 

I ^ 
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ling with nngnish, I ontre&t ron, in the name 
of }'our own gWy, to come to a decision. 'Cir* 
cnmetonceS'do not adroit of temporising. Sire, 
1 cannot expresa the agony which preys upon 
me. Bnt when Caulaiucourt, yonr fnitbful, your 
devoted friend, imploros^yon, on his kne^, to 
consider the posihoib in which yonr Mujesty is 
placed, there must be reasons, most impc-^uiive, 
whicii urge IjU persevernnee." t 

* The Emperor languidly raised his eyes, f xed 
tliom earnestly upon Canluinc-onrt, and, after a 
moroent’s pi;ii<*e, sadly said—“ What would you 
have me do ?" lie then arose, clasped hi-* hands 
behind his hack, and slowly paced the floor for 
a long time in silence. Tnen, turning again 
to his faitliful friend, he said—" It nmst com** to 
an end. 1 fee] it. l^Iy resolution is taken. To¬ 
morrow, Caulainconrt.” 

It was now late in tlio evening. Cnulaineourt 
prcs.scd tho hnriiing hand of the Emperor and 
retired. At midnight iie was hastily summoned 
to the bedside of the Emperor, wlio Husttik/>ii 
suddenly and alfirmioply ill. It will he reinem- 
hered that Kapoh’ou, just after the battle of 
Dresden, was seized by a violent attack of colic. 
I'atignc, sleeplessness, and woo had appanmtly 
renewed the attack. These were probably the 
early paroxynns of that fatal disease wbieh, sub¬ 
sequently developed by eai)tivity and insults, iu 
a few years consigned him to the gravo,. The 
Emperor was writhing upon his bed, in frightful 
convulsions of pain. 'I'lns big drops of agony 
oozed from his brow. His liair was matted to 
his furclteud. Ilis eyes were livid and dull, and 
he sinothcred the cries which ngotty extorted by 
grinding a handkcrclilef between Itistcctli. The 
Emperor ^idently thought tliat he wai dying, 
and, utterly weary of the world, ho was glad to 
go. Tnnimg ids oj cs to the duke, he said— 

“ I die, Caulainconrt. To yon I commend my 
wife and son. Defend my memory. 1 can no 
longer supi^irf life.” ' 

His physician Ivan simply administered a little 
hot too. * Gradually tlie cramp iu the stomach be¬ 
came less violent, the limbs became more supple, 
and the 'Jyeadful paroxysms passed away. 

“ The interior of this cliamberof death,’’says 
Caulainconrt, “ this ngonf, by the pale light of 
the tapers, cannot be described. 'J'he .'-ilonce 
was uninterrupted only by tho^obbings of those 
present 'There was no witness of this terrible 
scene who would not have given his own life to 
have saved that of Napoleon, vrito, iu his 
domestic retirement, was the best of men, the 
most indulgent of masters. Tho regrets of all 
who served him survive him.” 

Itlfns been asserted that Napoleon, on this 
occasion, attempted to commitc i ijide. There is 
no sufRcient ground for this accusation. In that 
hour of griefi desertion, and alrful agony, that 
Napoleon longed t<f die there can be no doubts 
No man, under these circumstances, could have 
wished to live. Breathings for aarelease from 
life, which pain extorted from him, have been 
tortured into evidence that Napoleon had at¬ 
tempted the Clime -of se^f-murdcif Bat the 


nature of h|it dlscose^lhe remedy applied— 
simply hot the rapid recovery, and his |>re- 
vioua and wbsequent conduct, have led oil im- 
partiidjtnen to discharge the diebonoaring occu- 
satioD as groundless.*^ ^ 

The lofty nature of Napoleon ever condemned 
self-destruction as on ignoble and a cbwardly act. 
“ Self-murder," said he, is sometimes com- 
mittedVur love. What folly i ^Sometimes for the 
loss of fortune. There it is cowdlrdicc. Another 
cannot lit^e after he has been disgraced. What 
weakness 1 Big; to survive the loss of on Empire 
—to bo expo'cd to tlie insults of one's contempo¬ 
raries—that is true courng 

The Emperor slept for a few moments that 
profound sleep which follows the exhaustion of 
intolerubio agony. He soon awoke. Tbe room¬ 
ing sun was sliiiiipg brightly,in at his rviudow. 
Witli energetic action lie draw aside his bed- 
curtaiiis, arose iip in his bed with his nccu'-toined 
energv, and silently and tbonglitfuily gazed upon 
tlie glories of tiio lovely morning. Tlie fittest 
and the shrubbery of FontutneblcHii were bursting 
into luxuriant foliage. Inniimcrablo birds, Iree 
from all mortal gricis and cares, tilled the air with 
their sones. Kupoleon, after :i few moments of 
apparently serene thought, turned to Caulaiii* 
court, and said, in serious tones— 

< tod has ordained that I shuulu live, 1 could ^ 
not die,” 

“Sire,” Caulaiucourt replied, “your son— 
France, in which your name will live for ever— 
impose upon you the duty of supporting adver¬ 
sity.’’ , 

*■ My son I my ^n!” exclaimed tho Eijaporor, 
in accents of peculiar tenderness and sadness. 
“\Y]iHt a dismal inbcritunce 1 leave him! A 
child born a king, to-day witi.ont a country! 
Wliy was I not permitted to die ? It is not the 
los.s of tlio tlirone wliicii renders tny existence 
insupportable. Tlicro is soinctliing Ijurder to 
bear tlinii the reverses of fortune. Do you know 
wliat tliat is whiclt pierces the heart most deeply? 
It is tlio irigra^tude of man. I am weary of 
life. Death is repose. What 1 have suffered for 
tho ia-st twenty 3 ears cannot be comprehended.” 
0 At timt moment tho clock struck five. Tho 
cloudless sun of a hcautiful spring morning, 
sliiuing througli tho damask curtains, coloured 


Dr. Aiitninmai-c]i*, who was with Napoleon at SU 
Helena diiriiiR tlio lust ciahtc-vn months of the Em¬ 
peror’s life, viry decisively rejects tho Wca of bis havUig 
attempted Mitetdc. He says:— 

“ Aint.*il>lc. kiii<, hasty, but Just, bo took a ploasnre ta 
cx.'ihinp the services, and In rec.illing the noble actions 
of cron those « ho hod offended him. lUs mind was as 
inaccessible to liatefUl passions as ft was Incapable of 
yielding to Ibo blows of Fate, lie loved to revo't to the 
events of his Ilfs, without omitting tho slightest details 
or the most trivial Incidcnta. It Is, therefara, hIghW 
Improbable that, in those moments of unreserved conft. 
dence of a patient to hie physloian, hd would have eon. 
qralcd from no the fret of hla having mode on atuipipt 
winch inuat ever bo attended wtth eonacqaencca of m 
most adriouB nataro. The icenee end preparations 
which aneh an event snggoat may have a most dramatle 
rilbct; but their only extstenoe, In the esse alluded tiy 
baa boon in the imBginatSd&tftte writer who la pleased 
to allude to them.*' 
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with tboro^ tint of and die sorone in Ibia boor, be said to hU plenipotontianea, aa 
and expreanve fealnrea of Napoleon. He proued tbe^ left thd room, ** My abdication and my 
Ilia band i^n bia ezpanaive brow, and aaid— ratification of the treaty cannot ^ obligatory 

Canlauicoort, thm have been moflenta in nnless tbe AlUea keep the promiaea made to the 
tbeao las/days when I tbongbt I aboold ^ mad army. Do not let tbe documents go out of your 
—when I have felt anch a devoaibig beat hero! pofteisiou nntil that '.ft dono." 

Madness ii the last stage of bunan^egitdation. The plonipotantiaries immediately rctnrned to 
It is the abdicnimn of humanity. Hettpr to die Paris. The sororeigns and tho members of the * 
a (^onaand ti^peZ In resigning myself to life, I provisional govomment were assembled in cou»- 
accept tortnreb which are nameless. It matters cil.' Tho treaty, as ratified by the Emperor, was 
not—I trill support them.” * presented. There were^ various points to bu 

After a moment's pause, in 4rhioh his whole established, which occupied severardays, during 
sonl seemed concentrated in intense thought, be which great rewards were held out to the pro- 
resumed with emphasis— minent and hiiluential men of the Empire who 

1 will aign the tmty tO'day. Now I am would give in their corral adherence to tho new 
well, mjr friend. Go and rest yourself." government Their support was of essential 

Caalaincourt retired. Napoleon immediately importanco to its stability. Tho situatioD in 
rose aAd dressed.* At ten ohlock he sent again which they were placed was peculiarly trying, 
for Cauluncourt, and, with entiro composure They could do nothing mbre br Napoleon, 
and self-possession, as if it were the ordinary xheir refusal to accept office under thojnow 
business of the day, entered into conversation regime consigned thorn to suspicion, poverty, 
npon the conditionsthe treaty. ffnd obscurity. Still many, from love to the 

“These pecuniary clanse^,’’said he, “ are hnmi' Emperor, refused tb enroll themselves under tho 
Hating. Tiiey must be caurelied. I am now banners of the Bourbons. But the great tnujo- 
nothing beyond a soKlier. A louis a day alii bo rity were eager to umko peace with the new 
sufficient for me." , go^ eminent. 

Caulaiucourt, appreciating this rcrinement of Under those circumstances, Napoleon waa 
sensibility, nrged that the necessities of his friends exceedingly impatient for tlio hour of his de« 
iind attcndiuito, who would be dependent upon partur^. He sent courier after courier to Gnu- 
the meaus at Napoieou's disposal, would not jier- laincourt, urging expedition. In one of tlio 
mit the stipulations in questions to be supprossed. ‘short notes he wrote, *'l wish to depart. Who 
Napoleon yielded to these considerations, and would haae ever supposed that tbe air of France 
added— would become sufl'ocating to mo ? Tbo ingra- 

“ Hasten the (onclusion of tbo wholS. Place titude of mankind kills more surely than steel 
the treaty in tho hands of ihe allied sovereigns, or poison. It has rendered my cxisttuco a 
'Pell them, in my name, that I treat with a con- burden. Hasten, hasten my dopartare." 
qnering enomy, not with tliis provisional govern- Tho four great Powers--llussis, Prussia, Eng- 
roent, in which I see nothing but a committee of land, and Austria—appolr^jed each a commis- 
factious men and traitors." sioiier to conduct tlie Emperor to*Elba. 'Pho 

He requested tbe two plenipotentiaries, Mac- sovereigns deemed the escort of an impo'iug 
donald and Ney, to come to his cabinet. As armed force to be neoessary. Itwvas feur^ that 
they entered, he slowly passed bis hand over his tbe cntlinsiustic love of tiio inhaWtaiits of tho 
forehead, then took the pen and signed the middle and eastern departments of Isranco for 
treaty.* Rising from his chaift he turned to the Na£>olcon might, upon his appearance, break 
noble Macdonald, and said, “I am no longer ont into an insurrection which wo^ blaze 
rich enough to recompense yonr last and faithful through tho whole Empire. In some of the 
services. ^ I wish, however, to leave you a sou- soutlieru dopartmenis the Royalists predomi- 
veuir, which shall remind you of what j'ou were natcil. It was feared that in tluwo sections 
to me in these days of trial. * Cauiaincourt," conspiracies might load to his assassination. It 
said he, turning to his confidential officer, ask was therefiire dbemed necessary that coinmis- 
for tbe sabre that was given to me in Egypt by sioners should accompiiny Napoleon with a force 
Mourad Bey, and which I wore at the bottle of sufficient^jitrong to crush the iiopularo should 
Mount Tabor." they attempt to rise, and also to protect him 

Napoleon took the Orientah weapon, and, from insult and violence. His death would have 
handing it to the marslial, said— left an irreparable stain upon the Allies, and a 

“There is the only reward of your attachment renewal of the war would have been ameon'ul 
which I am now able to g^ve you. Yon are my calamity. , 

iirieud.”- Bcmadoltsr wno had foolishly hoped to obtain 

“ Sire,'* replied Macdonald, pressing tho tho crown of France, was deeply chagrined at 
weapon to his heart, '* I shall preserve it all my ,tho result of his infamy. Notwithstanding the 
lifp. And if 1 should ever have a son, it wQl^ presence of the allied army, he could appear 
his stoat precious inheritance." , nowiiere b the.streets of Paris without eneoun- 

Napoleon clasped the hands of the manhal, teriDg .bBuu. Crowds daily greeted tUm with 
threw his ems axonnd lus neck, and tears fHled load cries. “ Down mth the tr^tor—the 
tbe eyes of both as they thus parted. jurer!" They besieged his residence, unUl Ber- 

Mindful of his soldiers more than of bimseir nodotte, unable to'chduxe this unijrcrsal detes* 
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tat ton or bis coantrymcn, leR Paris and retailed 
to S veden. * 

“ llo was fp^ently surprised,” says Itls friend 
and confidant Boorrienne, "that the French 
people could yield lo readily to receive back the 
Bourbons; and I, on part, felt^ equally 
astonished that, with Ills experience, Bernq^otte 
■ should have been simple enougii to imagine that, 
lA changes of government, riie inclinations of 
the pcofile are consulted." ' 

Caulaincourt returned to Fontainebleau early 
in the mornftig of the ICtli of April. A small 
number of grief-stricken soldiers surrounded the 
palace, still clinging to the I'ImpeVor with un¬ 
swerving fidelity. As soon as tiny s-iw (.'au- 
iaincourt, they testifi d their appreciation of liis 
services by prolonged shouts of" Vive I’E npereni! ’ 
The giillcries hikI saloons of the palace were 
des-rted. The brilliant court which once 
ttirongud tlios'e halls had pnsscii aw'ay before the 
Itiu-'f of adversity. Napoleon’s heart had j‘i«t 
btcii rent hy a desertion more hitter than iitl 
the rest. Berthicr, the companion of his eaii> 
piiigna, who liad slept in his tent and dined at 
ids table, and who had been for manv years the 
confidant of all his thoughts, departed silently, 
and by stealth, and in the night, without even 
saying adieu. 

‘‘ iierthier,” says Lamartine, " had noiirishe.d 
for fifieen years in liis heart one of tliose fi'assions, 
•Mt once simple and chivalrous, widch fonned the’ 
gniding-star and the fntslity of a whole life. 
He loved a boautifnl Italian, who hud formerly 
I'iiscinalcd him at Milan, and whom neither ivar, 
.nor ambition, nor glory, nor the friendship of 
the Hmpensr, could for a moment detach from 
his thonglits and his eyes. In his tent, on the 
eve of battle, the portrait of this bounty, deified 
hy his worship, was suspended by the. side of 
"^his arms, rivalling his duty nnd consoling the 

S ains fit altsemae by the iciaginary presence of 
er he ndothd. The idea of for ever quitting 
this bolowd object, should tlie Finpcror rcipiire 
from his gratitude Ins attendance in exile, h’ld 
led asttl^v the mind of Berthier 1 He trembled 
every iusfftnt since the abdication, lest his master 
should put his attachment 40 too cruel u test by 
tolling him to choose bctw'een liis duty and ids 
love. Tills proof he evaded by deserting in the 
niglil Ids companion-in-arms sand benefactor. 
IJiifaithful to the exiled Napoleon, through 
fidelity to love, ho fled, os if to bin<Lliim’elf in 
closer chaius by olfcriog his infidelity to the 
Bourbons." * 

This unexpected desertion of a long-tried 
!riend,«without even one kind word at parting, 
lacerated anew the already ble^ing heart of the 
Emperor. • 

Caulaincourt found him walMng alone, with 
measured steps, in the alleys of a little garden^ 
which was dmost ovenbadowed by the chapel 
of the castle. The young bads of early spring 
were just bursting into foliage upon tne shrubbery 
<if the parterre, and on the oaks of the dense 
forest of Fun'aincblean,. which fonnet^the back¬ 
ground of ihe picture. TUb Emperor was so 
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absorbed in relerV, thatrota moment he did not 
perceive the approaebing Ibotsteps of the duke. 

Caulaincourt spoke. Nufioleon turned quickly 
round, Und a gleam of gratitude and jqy beamed 
from Mis countenance as he recogniiied''his faith¬ 
ful friend. He immediately took Caulaincourt’a 
arm, af>d saj^, cs ho continued bis walk, 

" Is 1^1 ready for my depart!^ 

“ Ves, sire,” the duke replftd* with emoljon 
he conld not repres*. 

“ ’Tis vtell, Caulaincourt," Napoleon added; 
" you exercise ibr the last time the (unctiorts of 
grand equerry near my person." 4 

Then, in mournful tones, he continued—" Can 
yon believe it, Caulaiuviurt—Berthicr baa de- 
fiarted—departed without even wishing me 
farewell ? Berthier was bom a courtier. Y'ou 
will sea him begging employ merit uf tlm 
Bourbons. I am mortified to see men whom 1 
had raised so high bringing themselves so low. 
What has become of the halo of glory that 
encircled them ? Wlint raus| the allied soven igiis 
think of men whom I made the ornaments of 
my reign ? Caulaincourt, this France is mine. 
Everything by v/hicli it is dishonoured is to mo 
a personal injury, 1 iim so identified with it. 
But 1 must go in and sit down. I feel fatigued. 
Husten, hasten my departure. It is too loug 
delayed." 

•lust as the Emperor and the duke wer? 
leaving the garden, a cuirassier of the Guard, 
who bad been watching an opportuiiity of 
speaking to the Emperor, came running in great 
agitation towards them. 

"Flfiase your Majesty," said he, inatrombling, 
stqqiliciiting voice, *' I demand justice. An odU 
ons act of injustice has been done me. 1 am 
thirty-six years old. Twenty-two years I liavo 
been in the service. I have my decoration,” 
said he, striking roiighiv his broad chest, “ and 
yet 1 am not in the Ii'<t of tho-e who ere to go 
with your Majesty. If I am thus sent to the 
rght-about, blood ^hull How for it. J will make 
a viurancy amonig the privileged. This alfuir 
shall not pass thus.” 

" Y'ou iiava, then, a strong desire to go with 
tfe ?" said Napoleon, deeply tmtclied with tho 
mail’s fidelity. “ Have you well considered this, 
that you must quit Fra:'ice, your family, your 
promotion ? You are a quartermaster." 

“It is not merely a desire, my Emperor," tho 
man replied; “it is my right,-my bonoinr, which 
I cksiin. 1 relinqu'sh my promotion. I have 
my cross—tbatr will suilce. As to my family, 
you have been my family these two-aad-twenty 
yenn." 

“ Very well," said the Emperor; “ yon shall 
go with me, my good flriei d. I will arrange it." 

"Thanks—thanks te y ur Miyesty,’’ the poor 
fellow replied, and he rW bed, elated with |wide 
B^d happiness. . 

All affections of the Emperor were deeply 
moved by these tokens of devoUon on the |»it 
of *tbo common soldiers. Almost otrercome with 
emotion, be convuleiTely preoed Catdaiocooit'a 
arm, and said— 
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“ I can only take ajUi me fow htmdKd men, 
and yet the wbde of my brave ^nard wish to 
follow me. Among tboM faithfiu soldiers, tbe 
question is, which shall be tbe most ingenions in 
finding, ^ the antiquity of his servioesSnd the 
nnmberof his armorial bearings, claims tb share 
witli me ii)y exile. Brave, brave ^en, why can 
I not take yon all with me ^ « 

While these things were transpinog,a^1ie Em- 
pNSS, with ^ler son, was at Blois, aWt one 
hundred miles south-east from Paris, and seventy 
miles from Fontainebleau. She was iif the deepest 
disIrees,And her face was conttnnally but lit d in 
tears, mie was bnt twentytwo years of age, 
quite inexperienced, had never been trained 
to any self-reliance, old was placed in ciiwom- 
stances of tbe greatest possible embarrassment. 
Wlieft informed of the Emperor's abdication, she 
could^ot believd it possible tliat tbe Allies could 
contemplate his deihronement. *‘My father," 
she said, '* would never consent to it. He re¬ 
peated to mo. over and over again, when be placed 
me on the French jhrone, that ho would always 
maintain me in tiiat station; and my father is 
rigidly true to his word.” 

The Emperor wrote to Maria Louisa daily, and 
often two or three times a day, keeping lier in¬ 
formed of the progress of events. It was, how¬ 
ever, with great diHiculty that any courier (.-unld 
pass between Fontainebleau and i'.luis, as bandH 
of Cossacks were prowl ng aliout in all directions. 
Napoleon was afraid to request Maria Louisa t» 
join him, since he hod no means of affording her 
protection, and she would be imminently exposed 
on the way to insult and captivity. * 

On the 7th of April the* Emperor wrote her a 
letter, and sent it Colonel Galbois. With sr< at 
difficulty tbe councr succeeded in reaching i he 
Empress. She read the letter in a state of great 
excitement, and then said-* 

“ My proper place is near tbe Emperor, par¬ 
ticularly now, when he b so truly unhappy. 1 
insist npon going to him. I should be content d 
anywhere, provided I can but be in bis company." 

The co?ouel represented tosher that the pent of 
the journey was so extreme that it was not to hi; 
thought of. With great reluctance she t ielded, 
and wrote a letter to the Emperor, which grati¬ 
fied him exceedingly, lie immediately wrote 
to her to advance to Orleans,'which was about 
half-way between Blob and Fontainebleau. She 
reached Orleans without any personaJ molesta¬ 
tion, though her escort was robbed by the way. 
She rem^ed in Orleans several days, in the 
deepest distress and alana.e Her eyes were 
swollen with contibnal weeping, and she ex¬ 
hibited an abject of woe which moved the sym¬ 
pathy of everjr heart . 

Maria Louisa, though possesring but little 
native force of character, was u amiable woman, 
and by her gentle qurit won Napoleon’e tendw 
attachment It would be imposable for^any 
women to have been placed in circuipstaatm of 
greater perplexity. 

** Wbat can Ido?” abe laid in aogmali <b the 
Duke of Bongo. " 1 write to the Emptror for 


advice, and bb tells me to«write to my father. 
Bq|t what can my father say, after the injuries 
he has allowed to be inflicted upon me ? Shall 
I go to the Emperor with my son ? Bnt if an 
attempt b made upon the Emperor's life, and he 
should be compelled to flyi we should but em- 
besrass him, and add do bis danger. I know not 
what to 'do. 1 live but to* weep." 

Maria Louisa was now entirely helpless. A, 
Russian escort was seut from tbe allied sovo* 
reigns, which conducted her without resistailbo 
to llambdu llet, an ancient hunting-seat of tbe 
Kings ol France, about thirty miles from Paris. 
Here she joinea her father, and became, with her 
son, tbe captive of tbe Allies. Guarded by tbo 
soldiers who hod overthrown her husband, slio 
was conveyed to 'Vienna. How for her subse¬ 
quent inglorious career was influenced by incli¬ 
nation or by force, it b impossible now to deter¬ 
mine. 

Tbe Stull of Apr'l was fi.xed for the departure 
of the Emperor. During the few interfiling 
Mays he Hppeared calm, tranquil, and decided 
He still clung to tbe hope that Maria Itouisa and 
bis adored child would bo {lermitted to rejoin him 
at Elba. 

“ Tbo air there is healthy,” he observed, *' aiul 
the dispn-ition of tbo inhabitants excellent. 1 
shall feel tolnralily coiiifortable there, and 1 hope 
that Maria Louisa will do so too.” 

A few days before bis departure, bis old pre¬ 
fect of the palace, Beaussot, in conversaiiuii. 
ventnrei^ to st itc, “ It is now to bo regretted 
that wc had not concluded peace at (.'baiillon.'' 

Napoleon, with remarkablo couqHisure, re¬ 
plied— 

“ I never believed in the goo^ f.iith of our 
enemies. Every day tlisro were new demands, 
new conditions. They did not want pence; and 
then I Itud declared to FrkncotbnbI never would 
accede to any terms that 1 thought humiliating 
even tbongb the egeniy were^ii tlie heights of 
Montmartre." m 

During tiiis same interview, which lasted above 
two hours, he said— 

*’ What a thing is destiny! At the battle oC 
Arcb-sur-Aubp, 1 did all I could^fT meet* a 
glorious death in ^-fending, foot by font, tbe soil 
of the country, f exposed myself without re¬ 
serve. It rained bullets around me. My clothes 
were pic'ccd.aand yet not oue of them could 
reach rnc. A death which I should owe to an. 
act of despair would be a baseness. Suicide 
neilher'accords with ray principles nor with the- 
rank which I have filled on the stage of tbe 
world. 1 am a man condemned to live.” 

General Montholon, who had been gn a mili¬ 
tary reconnabsatice, returned from the banks of 
the Loire.«HI spoke with enthusiasm of the 
feeling wh'c]| animated tbe soldiers and tlio 
people. By rallying the troops of the south, a 
formidable force might be assembled,** said he. 

It is too late,” tbe Emperor repU^, I could 
have doni it, but they did not wish it Doubt¬ 
less I might still bold oat another campaign, 
and ui|yr a aucceSiful resistauce, but 1 should 
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be kindlini; a dvil Kifir in France, and I will not ' pcneed with money, but preaent it it all I bilTe 
do 80. Besides, I have signed my abdicatbn, [togive. Tell Ibm it is a rernembranee wbloh 
and I will not recall what I have done. Let I leave to each individnally, as an attestation 
destiny be nccompli'-hed.” of their good services. Be on the watcb, Cau- 

On the morning of the 19th, the ptepaiyt'ons laincouit, till these arrangements are fi^iilled.’' 
were nearly completed for the departure. As After a moment's pause, he added— 
the hour approached in wliicb Napoleon waseto ‘‘In a few days 1 shall be established in my 
bid adieu to all that lA had known and loved, sovereignty ip tke isle of Elba. I am in haste 
,thoQgh calm and resigned, there were many in- to gst ttifro. I have dreamedfof great things 
dications that he was struggling to smother the for France. Time failed me. i tefd ^you, Can* 
most cxcniciating sorrow. Ills heart yeanfed laincourt, at Dubeii, the trench nation knows 
for sympathy in this hour of desertion; and yet not how to‘support reverses. Tltis people, the 
many of his %ld companions-in-anns, whom he bravest and nnwt'intnUigrnt in tlio wor^ has no 
loved ami chorisiied, wore now dancing at the pertinacity but in 11^ ing to the combat.® Defeat 
balls of I ho Allies, and wearing" tlio white demoralises them. During sixteen years, the 
cockade of the Bourbons. It is not strange that French nation have mnreied witli me from vic- 
they wished to avoid a parting interview willi tory to victory. A single year of disasters has 
the forsaken Emperor. Still, Napoleon hoped made fliom forget everything." ^ 

that some of them would come. Be uttered not He sighed deeply,‘and continded— 


one word of reproach, but was overheard re-J 
poating sadly ti himself the names of MoU% Fon- 
tanes,*BLTthior, and Ney. Every time the sound of 
a carriage broke upon tlio silence of the descried* 
linlls of the palace, expectatioi* and anxiety wore 
visible in his looks. Still no one came. 

In the course of the day he sent for Caulain- 
court. His mien was dignified and coiiifioscl. ] 
but expressive of ono upon whom misfortune iiud 
heavily fallen. 

“ Caulaincourt,” exelaimed the Emperor,, “ to¬ 
morrow, at twelve o’clock, I shall step into iny 
carriage." 

There was a moment's pause, during which 
Caulaincourt sr-emed unable to make any reply. 
The Emperor iix<'d his c^e upon his fiiithfiil atn- 
hassiidor, tisik his liund, and added, in slow and 
solenirt tunes-« 

“ (jaiilaincoriTt, I am heart-broken. We ought 
never to part." , 

“ Sire," CuUlainconrt exclaimed in despair, “ I 
will go with you. France has become hateful 
to me." u. • 

‘‘No, Carrlirfflcorirt," the Emperor rejoined, 
“yon mubtiiot quit Franco wltlt mo. You may 
still be useful to mo here. Who is to look to 
tho intc’ispts of my family anil of my faithful 
servants? tv'ho is to dclcnd the onus.' of ihoao 
hrnve nird devoted Toles, of wboin tire iiinctccrith 
article of tlie treaty gnnrantees tlic r'glit tieiittired 
by Itononmhlo services.*® Think w'ell! It would 
lie a slnime for Franco, for me, ftor all of ns. 
Eaulaittcourt, if the interests of the I'oles were 
not irrevocably secured. In confurmity-witli the 
rights which tho nineteenth iirticle gives me, I 
h'avo caused a statement to be prepanrd. 1 have 
fixed the sums which 1 wish to bo paid to my 
guard, mf civil and military household, and 
to my attendants. Fidelity cannot be rccom- 

The iilnerpenth artlrlo of the trcifty was as fot- 
Inw8:-..“Tliu I’ulisli tro»ptsof all urins shall have the 
liberty of returning to their own country, presmlup 
their arms and haeKage as a testimontul of ihclr honour¬ 
able serviees. The uffleera, auli-olKrars, asdl soldiers 
sliall preserve the deconiilons which have hren gnintod 
to tlicm, and the pcn.-iona attached to tlasu dscuta- 
tioiis." 


“ Tlio way I liave been treated is most in¬ 
famous. They separate me violently from my 
wife and child. In what barbarous code do they 
find the article which depriv^ a sovereign of his 
rights as a father and ii husband? By what 
savage l.aw do tliey arrogate tho power to sepa¬ 
rate those whom (lod has joined? History will 
avenge me. It will say, ‘Napoleon, tho so'dier, 
the conqueror, was clement and generuiis in vic¬ 
tory. Napoleon, when conquered, was treated 
with indignity by the monnreha of Europe.’" 

Me paused a moment, and then added with 
bitterness— 

“ It is a planned thing. Do yon not see that, 
because tliey dare not blow out my bruins with 
a pistol, tliCy assasMiiatc roe by slow degrees? 
There arc a thousandimenris of (»msing dviith." 

As Napoleon uttered these words, large drops 
of per-pirntion oozed from his brow, and be pact d 
tlie floor in intense agitation. In rending the re¬ 
cord of bis anguisli, the mind instinctively recurs 
to the divorce of Josephine. We, perliaps, per¬ 
ceive in it the retributive hand of God, who. 
in his providential government, does not permit 
even sins of ignorance to pnss away unpunished. 

Caulaincourt endmvoured to soothe him. 

" Sire," he said, “ all my zeal, all my efforts 
shall be exerted to pnt an end to this impious 
[sepkralion. Your Majesty may roly on mo. I 
I will SCO the I'mprror of Aiutria on his arrival at 
j i’aii*. 'I’hc Einpiess will second me. She will 
I wish to rejoin voii. Have hope, sire, have hope.’*- 
; “ Yoti are right, Caulaincourt, you are right,” 

j the Emperor more calmly rejoined. “ My wife 
{loves me. I b'elieve it. She has never had cause 
to complain of mc« It is impossible that 1 itavo 
become indifferent to her. Louisa is amiable in 
her disposition and simple in her tastes. She 
will prefer l^tr husband's boose to a dneb^ 
granted in charity. And in the isle of Elba! 
can yet be happy with my wife and son." 

^ Caulaincourt, as he narrates these events, adds 
—"This hope, which for a moment soothed hia 

F iel, I sh^cd not in. I tried the negotiation, 
pressed it. 1 supplicated^ I was not sccundcd. 
or aided by any one.' Who knows, if Kmudeon 
bad been united to his wife and son, tlint»nflca 
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iffOuM hav« bful to deplore tb« miiTortune oF the it will become you to attach yosrtrlm to it. 
hnndred days, and subaeqnentiyfibe captivity frankly, and aerve it as fainiftdly as y<iu bave 
and death of the bero ?" ** servbdnie. I,request, and even command, you 

N^tflleon BOOS regained hb wonted composure, to do this. Therefore, all who desire to goto 
He spoke wlthont asperity of the rveteratioa Paris have my permission to do so; and tiiose 
of the Bmirbons, and of the difficulties which who remain liere will do weU to send in tlieir 
would render tlie stability of the new govern* ndimsion to the governipent of the Bourhons." 
ment quite Jtapo'ssible. . * • Tuo morning of tiie 20tb dawned. Napoleon 

“ Between tbe>old Bourbons,'^saTd b& " and had appointed mid-day as the hour of his de|)Hr- 
the,preBent generation of Frenchmen, th^e is an tnre. He remained during the forenoon alouo in * 
imeompatibiUty of feeling. The future is big his ^^abiuct. As the hour approached, the troops 
with events. Caulaincourt, write often to me. of the Imperial Guard were drawn up in the 
Your letters wili make some amends for your conrt-ynrd of the jmlace, to pay the^ last token 
absence. Vhe remembrance of yonr condnet will of respect to their called Kinpurnr. An im- 
recuiieile me to the human race. You are the mense concourse from tlio surrounding country 
most faithful of my friends.'’ j had collected to witness the great event. The 

Then cordially grns|.ing the luuid of the : oomniissioncrs of the Allied Powers, the generals 
duke, the Emperor added— j of bis body-guard, and a few of the officers of 

“M\s friend, we mast separate. To-tnorrow; the imperiu! honsehold, assemldcd, in mournful 
I slitill have occabioii for all my fortitndo in | silence, in the saloon before his cabinet. Gene* 
bidding adieu to my soldiers. My brave Guard! | rftl Bertrand, grand-murslial of tb%palace, faith- 
faitbful and devoted in my good and in my bad ! ful to Xupoleon until tbe dying scone aU St. 
fortune I To morrow 1 take my Ia«t farewell. | Helena, announced tbe Emperor. Napoleon, 
Tliis is the Huai stn Jtgle that remnina for me to : with a serene couptonnnee and a tranquil air, 
make." His vdee became tremulous, his lip enme forth. The emotions excited in every 
quivered, and he added, “ Caulnincourt, my breast were too deep for utterance, and not n 
Irirnd, wo shall one day meet again." word di.stiirbcd tbe solemn silence of the scene. 

Eniinly overcome with emotion, ho hastily As the Emperor passed down the line of his 
lefc the cabinet. Such was the final parting of, friends, bowing to llio right and the left, they 
Napoleon with the Duko of Vicenza. ; seized bis band and batlicd it with their tears. 

CHiilaincourt adds, " I wn.s a Icagne from | As ho arrived at the landing of the grand 
Fontainebleau before I felt conscious ns to how j^staircase, be stood for a moinent and liKiked 
or why I was there. On ti'iitting ilie Kmperoi’s . around upon the Guard drawn up in the court, 
cabin'-t, scarcely knowing what 1 did, I litrew laud upon* tbo innumeniblo inultitudo which 
myself into my carriage, which was waiting at, tlirongcd its surreundiiig^ Every eye was fixed 
the entrance to the grandoStaircase. All was '< on him. It was a funereal scone, over which 
now over. It seemed to me as if I had never 1 was suspended the solemnity of religious awe. 
before mcasiirod the full depth of the abyss. Tlic sobiicrs were siifTocated with sofrow. Accla- 
Certainly I bad never before so highly appro- miit'ons in that hour would have beon a mockery, 
elated the personal merits of Napoleon, lie had The silence of the grave sreigned undisturbed, 
never appeared to me more grat than at the Tears rolled down the furrowed mieeksof the 
moment when he was about to depart in exile warriors, and tlicir heads were bowed in un- 
from France. I was independent in my fortune, affected grief. Tlie^ envied tli^kt of the little 
I was tired of men and things. I wislied for re- band who were alloivol to depiux as the com¬ 
pose. But repose without liigi! it was tbe ruin panions of their beloved chieftain. * 
of all the delightful illusions which gave a value Napoleon cast a tender and a grateful look 
to life. I did not comprehend how hcneefurtli over tlie battalions and the squadrogg^iu bad 
1 should drag out my colourless existence. *1 over proved so raitlifnl to himself and to liis 
dreamed of travels into remote lands, of mental cause. Before descending into the court-yard, 
occupation*, which should fill .the measureless ho hesitated for a moment, as if his fortitude 
Void of my days to come. I questioned the were forsaking him. But, immediately rallying 
future, and in the future was written, iu letters his strengtli, he approtwlied the soldiers. Tbe 
of blood—WATE8LOO.’’ drums commenced beating the accustomed salute. 

The high sense of honour with srliich Napo- With a 7;asture Napoleon arrested the martial 
Icon was disposed to discharge his part of the tones. A hreatliluss stillness prevailed. With a 
obl'gHtions of til's treaty, compulsory as it was, voice clear and firm, every articulation of which 
is muuifest from tbe magnanimous language with was heard in the remotest ranks, ho said— 
which he released his officers from all further " Generals, officers, and soldiers of *lny Old 
obligations to him, and exhorted Ihem to be Guard, I bid^ycsi farewell. For i^e-atid-twonty 
faithful to their country under the new gn\*ern- years I have ever found you in tbe path of 
ment. He assembled in his room the officers honour and of glory. In these last days, os in 
etill devoted to him who remained at Fontaine'* the days of our prosperitv, you have never' 
hloau, and, affectionately looking around upon cqased to be models of fidelity atid^ of Murage. 
the group, said, in bis farewell words—^ EurcjFe has armdd against us. Still, with men' 

Gentlemen, when I remain no longer jrith such as you, oiir cause never coaU bavS been 
yon, and when you have another government, lost. We could have mointaiued a civU war for 
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years. But it would liare rendered onr country 
unhappy. 1 have therefore sacriticed our inte¬ 
rests to those of France. I leave, yon. BUI da 
you, my frimdB, he faithful to the new toveretyn 
whom France hat accepted. The happiness of 
France was my onjy thought. It shall ever he 
the object of ray most fe^-ent prayers. Grieve 
not for my lot. I sh^ll be happy so long as I 
know that you are so. If I have consented to 
' outlive myself, it is with the liope of still pro- 
niRling your glory. I trust to write the deeds 
we have achieved together. Adieu, my chil¬ 
dren I I wo||ld that 1 could press you all to ray 
heart. I.et me at least embrace your gcuertU 
and your eagle.” 

Every eye was now bathed in tears, and here 
a:id there many a strong bosom was lieiiving 
with fobs. At a .signal from Nspoleon, General} 
Petit, who tlien cniimiandcd tlie “Old Guard,’ a 
man of martial bearing hut of tender feelings, 
iul\anccd, and,.stood hetween the ranhs of the 
soldiers and their Emperor. Napoleon, with 
tears dimming his eyes, encircled the general iis 
Ills arms, while the veteran commander, entirely 
unmanned, sobbed aloud. All hearts were 
incited, and a stilled tnu.au was heard through 
all tile ranks. 

Again tlie Emperor recovered liiinsclf, and 
said, “ Bring me tlie cng'c." 

A grenadier advanced, bearing one of the 
rngles of the regiment. Napoleou impriated a 
kiss upon its silver Iieak, then pressed the eagle 
to ids iieart, and said, in tremulous accent*— 

“Bear caele! may this last embrace vibrate 
for ever in the hearts of all my fuiibful soldit rs t 
Farewell, again, my old compnnions—farewell!’’ 

The out burst of universHl grief could no longer 
be restrained f all were alike overcome. Najio- 
Icon tlirew bini.self into his carrinye, bowed bin 
sorrow-stricken bcad,*cnvcre(l bis eyes with hoth 
hands, and die carriage rolled away, bearing 
th>’ greatest and noblest sou of IVuiicu into 
e.\ilu ^ • 


PEmperenr 1" As he approichcd those depArt> 
ments farther Iremote from Paris, where he was 
less known,lind where the Bourbon interest ron> 
tinned strong, it was anticipated that he would 
encounter many insults. In a few towns, as the 
cavalcade advanced, cries of ’*Vive' le Uoi I” 
were nused, and, but for the prudent precaution 
of the«commis%onerB, it is not iropfobable that 
he would haVc been assassinated. 

NtipoTeon had now entirely rerowred his eqpa- 
nimity, and appeared social and cheerful. As a 
matter of qirecaiition, ho rode on horseback in 
advance of his> escort, occasionally answering 
questions to the populace, and luiighhig good- 
linmouredly at observations often not very com¬ 
plimentary respecting hifiself. On the 27tli lie 
readied Frcjn*. and, on the evening of the 28th, 
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Napoleon was to embark at Frejjja, which i« 
about seven hundred miles from Paris. Eiaht 
ilays were occupied in the journe/to the eoait. 
Throughout all the first parts of the journey he 
was tlie object of universal respect and affection. 
Crowds gathered to see him pass alongi the rood, 
and where relays of horses were to be. taken 
he was greeted with enthusiastic shouts oi" Vive 


I embarked, under a salute of twenty-one gun.s, 
jin the British frigate, tho ‘'•l.'ndBnnteti.” A 
French vessel hod been prepared for his re¬ 
ception, but lie refused to sail under the Bonr- 
lion flag. Two of tiie (ommi-sioners, the 
Austrian and the English, accompanied him on. 
board. * 

' During these melanclioly scene.*, Napoleon 
could not forget bis true and Lirbful JoM'pliine. 
Shu w'B* at Malttiuison, overwlieltiicd with an* 
giiish. He w^o^• to her freqiientiy. In alj fiis 
letters to .losephine, lie seemi'd to recognise her 
noble nature and her appreciative, spirit. Four 
days before he left Fonrairiebleuu lor Elba, he 
sent to her the following letter:— 

“ Dear .Tusephine,—I wrote to yon on tlie 8tl» 
of this month, but perhaps you linvc not received 
my letteri' Hostilities still continued, and pos¬ 
sibly it may have betn intercepted. At present 
tlie communications must be re-established. I 
have fonned my rcsolntion. 1 have no donlit 
this billet will reach you. I will not re)K!at 
what I said to you. Then I lamented my situa¬ 
tion. My bead and spirit are freed from an 
enormous weight. My fall is great, but it may, 
HD men say, prove useful. In my retreat I shall 
substitute the pen lor the sword. The history 
of my reign will bffenrions. The world has, a.s 
yet, seen me only in profile. I shall show myself 
in full. How many things have 1 to disclose t 
How maiiv are the men of whom a false esteem 
is eiit rininrd! I have heaped beneHts upon 
millions of ingrafbs, and tiiey have all betrayed 
me—yes, all. I ’xcopt from this number the 
good Eugene, so wortliy of you and of mo. 

” Adieu, n^' dear Josephine. Be resigned, as 
I arn, and never forget him who never forgot^ 
and who will nevvr torget, you. Farewell, Jote- 
I'kine! « NArOLEUN.tS 

“ P.S.—I Mp'ct to hear from you at Elba. 

I am not very well." 

Josephine, as alie read these ' lines, wept 
bitterly. All the affections of her soul, elicited 
anew by the sorrow of her farmer companion, 
Do^ gushed forth unrestrained. 

“I mu% not remain here,” she said; “my 
presence is necessary to the Emperor. The duty 
is, indeed, more Maria Louisa's titan mine. Buff 



1814.1 DCATU OF JOSEIMIINT. 4SI> 


the Emperor is aiono—rorsakfni Well, I nt 
lenst will not abandon i<iin. 1 'night he di>- 
pensed with while ho was happy; now I am 
sure that he expects ffle." 

In her situation of peculiar delicacy olid em- 
hnrrassm<'nt, and not knowing what decision 
Maria Louisa might adopt, she wrot^ the follow* 
ing touching lines to Napoleon « * 

“ Now only CiU? I calculate the whol# extent 
of the mi'formne of having lu lndd rny union 
with you dissolved by law. Now do,I, indeed, 
lament being no more than yonr,rriend, who can 
Imt mourn over a misfortune great as it is un¬ 
expected. Ah, sire! why can i not fir to you ? 
Why can I not give yog t^e assurance that exile 
bus no terrors save for vulgar minds; and thot, 
far from diminishing a sincere attachment mis. 
fortunesimparts te it a new force. I have been 
mion the point of quitting France to follow your 
footsteps, and to consecrate to you the remsinder 
of an existence whicli yon so long embellished. 
A single motive r estrains me, and tliat you may 
divine. If I learn tf.at I am the only one ah» 
will fulfil lier di.ty nothing shall detii’n me. and 
I will go to the only j>Ihcc where, IicneiTorth, 
there can be happiness for me, since 1 shall be 
iihic to cnmole you when yon are isolated and 
unfortunate. Say hnr, the word, and I d^'part. 
Adieu, sire! Wliutever I auiilil add would still 
l>c too little. It is no longer liy trurdi that mv 
sentiments for you are to he piovcd, auJ lor 
Hctiom your consent is necessary.” 

A few days after writmg this letter, Josephine, 
crnslied by care and sorrow, was taken*sick. It 
was soon evident that l^r dying hour ap- 
proaclicd. Slie received the thiings with per*ect 
composure, and partook r.f the last saoranietits of 
relig on. At the ehise of these solemn rites she 
said to Engine and Ilurtense, who were weeping 
nt her bedside— 

“I have always desired the happ’ness of 
France. I did all in my power to coiirribnte to 
it, I can say witli truth, in this my dying hour, 
that the first wife of Napol^n never caused a 
sinale tear to flow.” 

She called for a portrait of the Emperor, gaged 
upon it long and tenderly, and, fervently press¬ 
ing it to Iter heart, breathed the following 
prayer:— • 

** 0 God I watch over Napoleon wliilc he re¬ 
mains in the desert of this world. Alas i though 
he hath committed great faults, h^h he not ex¬ 
piated them* by great sufferings ? Jnst God! 
tbon host looked into his hearts and ba<t seen by 
ardent a desire for nseful and durable im¬ 
provements be was animated. Deign to approve 
this my. last petition, and mav thisimage of my 
hnsband bear me witne*8 that my latest wish 
and my latest prayer was for him and for my 
children.” 

On the 29th of May, hardly fonr weeks gfler 
Napoleon's arrival in Elba, she died.. It was a 
vernal evening of extraordinary loveliness. The 
•hrubs and the flowers of Mslmaisnn were in 
fhll bloom, and the luxuriant groves were tilled- 


with the songs of liiril«. '^<c sun. throncil ii> 
gorgootis eluiids, wa-* juht dcso lining, whi'e 
gentle zephyrefrom the open wind .ws Imnthed 
pver the pate check of the dying Finpre-s. Shu 
held the iiiiniuturo of Napoleon in her linnd. 
Her last look.s were riv»-tcci wpon tiiose feRrun*!! 
shoibad loved so faithlhlly. and fHiiitly exclaim¬ 
ing, “Afawti of EUm —her gemlw 
spirit passed away into tlio sweet sleep of tlie 
Christian's death. For four days her body n*- * 
mained shrouded in state. More tlinn tweifl^- 
thousand people—inonnroli.*, nobles, statesmen, 
and adoring peasants-—tbrongi-d tlgi cliiiteiiu et 
Mrtlmaison to take a last lofik of ber beloved re¬ 
mains, Her body now lies entombed in the 
antique village chiircb of Hue], two miles from 
Maliiiaison. A mausidenm of white marble, rn- 
presentitig the Etnptvss kneeling in lier coronn- 
tioii robes, bears tlie siuiplo inscription-— 

t EuUEXK ANU IIoilTL.NSE 

TO 

• .TOSLlMlIXi:. 

Tlie iftlniid of d-llhii is ritiiated about two 
buiidred miles from the const of France. Gentio 
tr e/cs, a sinootli sea, and cloudless skies ren- 
d red the voyage of five days peculiarly agwe- 
sble, Tlic Emperor convijrsed with perfect 
fr.iiikness and rheerfiilncss, and, by his freudom 
from restraint, his good-iiatiire, and ids social 
eoiivcnie, won the adiniration and the friendship 
of all ip the sliip. ('aptain I’-her, who com¬ 
manded Jhc “ Undaunted,” iind other distiu- 
giiished rncti on hoard, liavc left tiicir testimony, 
that in extent of information, In genius, and in 
oil social fascinations, the Emperor was tlie mo«t 
extraordinary man tlicy had ever giot. He liad 
been but a few lionrs on hoard before he had 
won the kindly feelings of nil the ship’s com¬ 
pany. Even the common*snvlor‘, jfrho liad been 
instructed to be’icve tbat be was nit inciirinitn 
fiend, were beard to^ny willi usti|j^ishuicnt, “fta;'/ 
is a ffinxl Jelliiw. afar ull!" « 

On the evening of tlie ;!rd of May. ns tlie siiii 
was sinking betieatli tiio blue, wavesoT the Medi¬ 
terranean, tlie dark moiinfa’ns of Elba rose iii<» 
the horizon. As tlio riiip drew neiw-fllfle sliore, 
the Emperor prescijed to the ship's crew a piir-o 
of two hundred napoleons. 'I'he hoiitswiiin, in 
behalf of his shipmates, cap in Imnd, returned 
thanks, wisliiiif “Lis honour long Jile.and hefttr 
luck next time." 

The nejt morning Napoleon laniled, under a 
royal salute from the English ship, and the dis¬ 
charge of a hundred guns from the battery of 
Porto Ferrajo, the humble capital of his diminu¬ 
tive domain. Napoleon, instead of mcoceeding 
immediately to the palace which bad oeen pre¬ 
pared for hie itception, with the simplicity of is 

E rivate travi^er, tarried upon the shore while 
is property was disembarking, occasionally 
even rendering Bs-istance witli Ids own hands. 
The snn was intensely hot Captain Usher, who 
dteod by Ills s'oe, felt it severely. Napoleon, 
iioiicing his discomfort, playfully expressed aur- 
prite tl^pt a British officer, belonging to a pro- 
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fpR-ion ramorl Tor it| patient endurance of hard* 
sliips, Hlioiild be 80 affected. 

^ Nnpoloon remained for two hours withont 
Fitting down, superintending the diacmborkution. 
1'lien mounting a horse, and inviting Captain 
llslier to accompany him, ho observed that he 
would take a ride and view the country. They 
tixcended an eminonew which commanded a view 
^ of nearly the whole island, which is sixteen 
miles in length, and from two to twelve miles in 
Wadth. The population was thirteen tliouaatid. 
Alter gazing for a few minutes upon its wiiole 
extent, he reenarked, with a smile— 

*' My empire, it must be confessed, is rather 
small.” • 

Tlie inhabitants received liim witli great de¬ 
monstrations of joy. Tim jieiisantry, on meeting 
him, knelt and prostrated tlieiiiieives to the 
cartli. Napoleon was much <]i»pli>:i'cd with tills 
slcbasement, whii-li lie atiribiited to tlieir want 
of education, uiid to the humiliation impos 'd 
sipoivthem by thp monks. l>ut even liere tlie 
restless energies of liis miinl, and Ins intcri.stl 
iiiteivst ill public imp''oveni8nt, were iniinoili- 
atoly Conspicuous. In tlie course of two or tlnec 
days he had visited every spot in his little 
<Ioiiinin. lie examined the mines, the salt, 
marshes, tbo vineyards, the woods, the harbours, 
the Ibrtiiicntioiis, witli a pnictical and a seieiititic 
eye. Extraordinary activity was instantly iii- 
i'uscd into the litilo realm. New roadi were 
oonstnicted, canals were dug, and nqufdiicts 
reared. A hospital was CFt!tblMu>d,^corMoiii> 
'onees were introduci d to facilitate the li^h iies, 
iiud improved buildings were reared for carrying 
on the salt-works. At a siiort di'tance from 
Klbii there wna an uniiiliabitcd ishiiid ca lo<l 
lliniiosa, whiifli had been abaniloned, ns it had 
become a lurking place of the Unrbary corsairs. 
Napoleon sei\^. tilirty^»f lii.s guard, as u colony, 
to take possession of the i-hind, and ski'ti'lied 
out a plan of fort^catioiis to l>otit off tlie pirut's. 

“ Europe, ” \tP I'cmai'ked. with a smile, “ will 
eny tliat 1 liave nlroiidy imidc a compiest.” 

All his energies seemed devoted to tlie promo- 
. tiun of the wealth and the industry of hU little 
realm. 

“It has been alleged,” q^iys W. II. Ireland, 
“ but withont foundation, that the Emperor re. 
tained his taste for military exercises. Not one 
review took place during his ros^lencc at I'orto 
Eerriijo, where arms seemed to possess no attrac¬ 
tions for him." ^ 

Early in Juno, Madame Lotitia and faulino, 
impelled by maternal and sistei+y affection, catne‘ 
to .share the exile of the beloved son and brother. 
Alinnt the same time, the Austrian commissioner 
took leave and returned to Vienna. Tiie English 
commissioner was now le^t nloniS Xlis position 
was humiliating to himself and anijpying to Na¬ 
poleon. Though he was an intelligent man, and 
Napoleon at first took pleasure in his society, the 
degrading function he Was called upon to perform 
gradually cooled the intimacy. *NapoIlbn ceased 
to pay him aitentioii, and he soon lound that he 
was nut a welcoius guest. Still, Lo wa^ hound 


to keep a wattjjiful eye upon all tiint transpired 
at Elba, and. m transmit liis observations to the 
English Cabinet At length, tbo only way in 
which ho could obtain an interview with the 
Empci0r was by availing himself of tke forms-of 
court Netiquette, whioli rendered it proper to call 
upon the km^ror to take his leave vylienever he 
dvpartid fro(a (he island, and abo jo announce 
his retufn. f f 

The presence of the Emperor wiadc the little 
Mand of Elba the most conspicuous spot in ail 
Europe. IV. large number of travellers froiQ all 
parts of the Coiffinent resorted to Elba in crowds. 
Erencb, Italian, and Polish oiliccra thronged 
tliither to pay their liomsgo to one who‘e renown 
made him, tlioiigli but the proprietor of a small 
estate, the most illustrious monarch in Europe. 
All of a siiiiablo social position were really ad- 
iiiilted to friendly ititcw><iurso with tlie biuiishcd 
inoiiarcli. lie engsged in conversation with 
marvellous freedom and frankno-s, interesting all 
by tlie nobleness and tlie olevatioii of his views, 
.speaking of tbo past as hisiury, and of himself 
ns fxditicaliy dead. 

IIU spirits appeared ever tranquil. No expres¬ 
sion of regret escnjiod liis li|)«, and lie seemed 
disposed to llirow tlie mantle of charity over the 
conduct of those who had most deeply wronged 
iiiin. lie took an interest in the Fitnfde amuse¬ 
ments of tiio peasants, nn<I tliey .addressed liim 
with frankness and affection, ns if ho were tlieir 
•fatlicr. On one occasion, wlion he was present 
to witness some of tlieir allilefio feats of compe¬ 
tition, they r< quested him to preside as umpire. 
Very gooA-nntnre.dly lie consented, lie animated 
the competitors by bis plaudits, and crowned tho 
victor with his own htind. 

He liad a farmhouse but a short distance 
from bis bumble palace in Porto Eerrajo. Every 
day iie rode tliitiicr in an open barouche, accom- 
panieii by bis motber, and occasionally amused 
himself by going into the poultry-yard nnd 
feeding tiie cldukens. His mother was then 
nearly seventy years of age. She was a re¬ 
markably fine-Iookhig woman, her countenance 
being cxprcsMve of both sweetness and dignity. 

Niipoluun slept but little. He often threw him- 
Fclr upon a couch without removing Lis clothes, 
and rose very early in tlie morning lo read and 
write. He brcakNiisted between ten and eleven, 
and then took a sliort nap. lie made himself a 
very ogrecahio companion to ail who approached 
him, never alluding with the slightest gloom or 
regret to his pa>>t reverses. He was very simple 
and unosteiitatiouaun his dress, and in all his taste^ 
The intellectual bad such a predominance in 
nature that the animal appetite had no room for 
growth. , 

The summer tlms passed rapidly and pleasantly 
away. The allied despots, liaving reconquered. 
Europe, were still assembled in congress at' 
\ iennaj quarrelling among themselvee respecting 
the uivisiop of tho spoils.. The Bourbons wcio 
fast resuming (heir ancient tyranny in Franco. 
All parties, except a few extreme Li^aluts, wee*, 
disgusted with their away. 
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Alexander, wl )0 had obtained s^o ideas' object, nndcr the patronage* of the armies of 
respecting hanmn rights IVom hisin^Mews with England, Russia, Austria, and Prussia, conveyed 
Napoleon, bad endeavonred to p^hoado Louis ^ through tlie streets of Paris to the Tuileries, to 
XVilL to have tome little reghrd to public. take die place of Napoleon os their sovereign, 
opinion, f ^ | they were at first exceedingly amused, but tlieir 

" The doctrine of dmne right to the crown,” amusement very soon passed Iway into derision 
said the Czm, “la now seen tbrouglt and ropu- {and •contempt. They^bogan to mnrmnr more 
dieted by'tbs peonle of France. *Y«n miftt ob>, and more loudly fur the noble exile of Elba. In 
twn an eloctiu tifthe throne by the Sona}e,tlint | very unconrtly phrase, they called Louis XVIII. 
yoif may be understood to reign by a new title,' Louis the Hog. They called the Bourbons the 
by a voluntary appeal to the people. It will bo swine. A caricature was circulated everywlic?8 
prudent to recognise as valid the govefnment of titrongh the kingdom, representing a mngnilirciit 
the last twenty-fire years. If yon date your, eagle winging his Higlit from the Tuileries, wliilo 
reign from the death of I-ouis XVII., tlius us- a herd of unwieldy porkers were wdlowlng in at 
sorting tli'at since that time yon have been tlic' the gates. 

lawful sovereign of Fraffce, and tliat the Ktnpiro The Bourbons dhbandcrl the Imperial Guard, 
has been a usurpation, France will bo wounded who could never forget their adored chieftain, and 
and irrigated.” . surroandodthemselvcswithabodv-guardof Swhs 

To these common-sense remarks, from the lips mercenaries. The tri coloured flog gave place to 
of the despotic Ctar, Louis hangiitily replied— j the ancient standard td' tlie Bourbons. Tlie King 
“ Bywhat title can the Senate, the instniincnt and ' haughtily nnllitied nil the acts o8the imperial 
accomplice of the violence and madness of a: government, ever speaking of Uio Empire atwtho 
usurper,.dispose of the crown of Fniiicc? Does tfbnrpiition, and dating the first of hisorditiniiccs 
it belong to tliom ? And if it did, think yon in the nineteenth year of ids reign. The right 
that they woulil give it to a Bourbon? No! of sufiVage was so fur abolished tliat tliere wtro 
The dentils of my brotiicr and nepltew liiivc but eight hundred tlioiound voters in the king- 
triinsinitted the tlmuio to ms. In virtue of this duni. instead of about live millions, us under Nn- 
title 1 reign. Europe li.is placed me on the ^ poleoti. The King insulted the nation By de¬ 
throne, not to ro*cstabli!;li in iny person a man,' daring that ho tield the throne by divine right, 
n race, but a priiicTle. I Itave no other, I want and nut by the will of tlie people, 
no other, title to present to Franco and to the | Tlio‘Bourbons also hniniliated Franco licyond 
world. You yourself—by what title do yon •expression by tlie cnonnuus coneess^ous they 
command tliose millions of men wliom you have \ nmdo to t\)C Allies. At one sweep they surreti- 
Icd liere to restoro mo to my throne?” ! dared every inch of territory whicli Franco had 

Alexander was silenced. The ndvic^ of Bcr-' acquired since the Revolution. Fifteen millions 
nodotte was a liitlo dtffercift, and more higlily j three hundred umUixty thousand souls were thus 
appreciated. {severed from tlie Empire. Twelve thouaund 

“ Sire,” said Iio, “ make yourself dreaded, and j piece.s of cannon, and ammuniuon in incalcuhibio 
they will love you. Wear a velvet glove upon a quantities, wore yielded to the victors. Fortress) .s 
band of iron.*' ; were dismantled, garrisons containing a hiindrcil 

In this spirit the Bourbons, madly Ignoring nil thousand men sni renrhired, ninl the army was 
tlie light and advancement of a quarter of a cut down to eighty^hou.sand t^ps. Thus the 
centpyy of revolution, with folly unutterable, j Allies disarmecl France, and rcuSespd it hclpI)*Ks, 
endeavoured to consign France again to the before they entrusted it to the keeping of tliu 
gloom and oppression of the Middle Ago*. Bourbon usurpers. The discontent aiiu tnnnnnrs 

‘-The Bourbons,” said Napoleon, “ during of the people became so loinl and nnivei^, tlmt^ 
their exile, had Lamed notliiiig and had it became necessary to establish tliupdfost rigi I 
gotten nothing.’ censorship of the pijjpas. 

Louis XVII. was about sixty years of age. Wlien Bernadotto was seduced to turn his 
HesufTcredmuchfromthogouCandwassooxces- traitonnis arms against Kupoleon, the Allies 
aivaly; corpulent that be could hardly walk. He secretly contrmted to annex to Sweden tho 
conversed with ease, and possessed that quality ^kingdom of Norway. It became now necessary 
which his friends called firmness, aq^ his enemies to pay thirty pieces of silver. But as tiie 
stubbornness. lie wore fdlvet boots that the Allies had not tiio property which they ha<l 
leather iniglit not chafe bis legs. Decorations of pledged, they turfted fheins)dvesintohigljwny- 
(dfivalry were suspended from broad blue ribbons, men to obtain it. Tho Norwegians, in tlio 
whleh^ piwsed over bis capacious white waist- anguish of despair, rose as one man, ^daring, 
coat. “ IBs whole costume was •fantastically “ We will live or die for old Norway's freedom.'’ 
antiqae.'His hair, carefully powdered was artU- A depntstioo f’as sent fVom Norway to the 
tically turned up in front, and curled by the British government to implore, in most pathetic 
hair-dressers npm his temples. Behind it wtu tones, tho mercy of Englwd. 

(ted by a black ribbon, firom whence it esca^oa Tbe ong.Hgemcbts of tue Allied Powrrs, hew* 
flowing down upon his shoulders. Qeworo a over," says Alisoji, “towards Sweden were too 
three.eon}ered hat, adorned with a white cockade stringent Yo permit of any attention being paid 
and a white plume. When the people of fario •‘ven to these touching api^als of a gallant jpeopli 
and the soldiers beheld this comival-lookiog strugglipg fur their indcpeudencc." 






England, vUhmIt the slightest pretext, even 
of provocation, sent her fleet to assaii Noway 
by sea, while Bemadotte, by laiifl, poured into 
liie helpless kingdom a powerful army of inva¬ 
sion. The Norwemans fought bravely against 
such fearful odds. *^The httle kingdom was soon 
overpowered, and fell, covered with wounds. The 
.Allies, wiping their* dripping svordii, bunded 
' o^’or the bloody prey to Hemadutte. This act 
lUiouacd intense indignation from the Opposition 
i:i the British Parliutneiit. It was decisn-d to 
he the deom>8t stain which as set sal lied the 
British govA’nrncnt. But the Tories were in 
the entire ascendency, and haughtily trampled 
oil opfKisition beneath their icet.' Thi.s event 
occurred during the months of Septeuiher, Oc- j 
toher, and November of this year. 

With the same reckless disregard of all popular 1 
rights, the Allies procci'dcd to punish all those : 
.States which had manifested any disposition (/> 
throw off the* yoke of feudal despoti-im. Tbei 
iiolife Saxons were compelled to drink the cup ofj 
hiiiiiiliiition to its dregs. A largo part of the! 
kingdom was jiassed over fo the despotism of 
IVussio} Bluchcr, with his bloody dragoons, 
t-ilnncpd the slightest aspirations for liberty., 
'I'he (Intiid Duchy of Wur*!iw, one of the por- ’ 
lions of dismembered Poland wliich Nujioleon 
had nobly eiifiaiiebised, was bound band and ! 
foot, and delivered again to Uussia. Tlijs moat, 
relentless of earth’s despotisms swung her knout,' 
and jiolnlcd to Siberia, and her trciiibling victims t 
wore silent and still. The Milanese, win for a few J 
years had enjoyed ii free government, and a <lo-; 
gree of prosperity never known before, were again 
ovemiD by the armies of Austria. Truly was it j 
declared in tlie British Parliament that these acts i 


‘ Afler being d|tained for some time s State pri- 
. souer in tha castle of Frederieksfleld, wkQe bis 
judges decided Lis doom, one-third of bit do- 
{niinioi^ was wrested from him and given to 
, Pru8«ia. The King, thus weakened by ffae loss 
i of tw*o millions of subjects, and rendered power* 

I less in the midst of surrounding dewotums, was 
[ permifted t* sit down again upon bis mutilated 
I tbrone.s Thus ail over Europe tyere was with 
I the people intense discontent. The popular cduse 
' was cll'ectually debased, and deipotism was rara- 
'parit. * ^ 

I Napoleon, at Elba, road tlic European journals 
' with the; greatest avidity, lie appeared to bo 
cpiite iuditterciit to the insults whiuli the Alius 
and tbeir partisans wer^iavi'^hiiig upon him. 

“Am 1 much cut up to-day?” said ho to 
General Bertrand, as he on one,occasion {^rought 
him the French journals. 

“ No, sire,” the grand marshal replied; “there 
is no assault to-day upon your Muj-sty." 

“Ah, well,”Napoleon replied, “it will be for 
to-morrow. It is an Intermsttcnt fever.' ** 

As the summer advanced tlie Emperor began 
to be embarrassed for w.snt of money. The sums 
he hod brought with him were expended, and 
the Bourbons, with dishonour which excited tlie 
reproaches even of the Allies neglected to pay 
the nimiiity settled upon the jxibd Emperor by 
t be treaty of Fontaineblean. This violation of 
the compact was without a shadow of justifica¬ 
tion. Napoleon might have continued the war, 
and at least have cost the Allies a vast sacrifice 
of treasure and of blood. It was an act of per¬ 
fidy to ri^uso the fulfilment of the treaty. The 
Britiaii government Vere ashamed of this con¬ 
duct, and Lord Castiereagh earnestly but un- 


of violence and spoliation surpn«*cd any with 
which Napoleon had gver been churg-'d. 

Sir ArciiilRild A1 son, the eloquent advocate of 
the British aristocracy, thus apologizes lor these 
acts:— ^ • 

“ All these fJlates which were disposed of, some 
against tluir will, hy the Cnnpre-s o‘‘ Vienna, 
were at war with th« Allied I’owen; they were 
■ jiart Cij Utlm French Empire or of its allied tlcpcn- 
dencicsT^i if they were allotted to some ol' the 
conquering Powers, theyumiTwentiio more than 
the stern rule of war, the sad lot of the van- 
qui-lied from the beginning of the world.” 

A.S these governments bad beWi sustained by 
llio genius of one man, when be fell they all fell 
together. The Allies had discemmenk enough 
to SCO where the mighty energy vas which sus¬ 
tained the popular institutions of Europe; con¬ 
sequently, they combined agaiflst Napole^on 
BonapaWe alone. Let those who condemn Na¬ 
poleon for not having organised ^hese kingdoms 
as Republics answer the question, why did not 
those people, upon tho fall of Napoleon, esta¬ 
blish republican institutions themselves ? 

The fate of Frederick Augustus, tlie unhappy 
King of Saxony, peculiarly exgited the sympa¬ 
thies of all generous minds. He had Men mag¬ 
nanimous in his fidelity to the popular cause, and 
with corresponding severity he was punished. 


arailingly remonstrated with the Bourbons. 

Napoleon, with his accustomed proirptnoss and 
energy, stopped hiaiinprovemeiits, and introduced 
the most rigid economy into all bi.s expenditures. 
The chill winds of winter came, and the Emperor 
retired to hU cabinet and to his books, and to 
conversation with the illustrious men who, in 
_ c _ 

I"! The fullowina remarks of the Duke of Rovigo will 
rtiinmeiid themselves to every candid mind:—“]ii spite 
attacks, the brildaiit career of the Kmporor re¬ 
mains to defend him. It is exrlnsively tM offspring of 
Ins genius. His Immurtal works will Idfk remain sa 
ohjects of coinparlAm, difficult of attainment for thnso 
who shal] attempt to Imitate him; while Frenchmen 
will consider tiicm the proudest records in their history. 
Tliey will also serve as an answer to all those attacks 
»*.iich a spirit of revenge never ceases to direct against 
liim. When nme, width analyzes eveiytliing, aliall 
have disarmed rcseiitrocnt, Napoleon will be held up to 
the veneration of tnstory as the man of tiw pwple, as 
the hero of liberal institutions. Ha will then receiro 
his just meed of praise fur his efforts to improve the ceu- 
dltioii of mankind. A correct Idea will then be formed 
of the realatanlkc be must have encountered. A proper 
disUnction will then be drawn between a dietatorahtp 
rendered necessary and a government ruling Iqr the 
laws; between the crisis of a moment and theaettled 
political existence which it was Intended to bnpast to 
the fiation Laiily, it will be admitted that no one poi- 
sessed In sg great a degree as himself the maana of ran- 
deriiig France happy, and that she would not iiavo 
lalle^to bo ao had It not bren for the wan into which 
his enemies had taken pains to intulra him, ia etdor to 
ubsti act his views loi hiei' weliara,'* * 
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ineraiuiinff numbers, flocked to vi4t him. _ With 
remarktible unreserve he commiinidateU his im¬ 
pressions, though he could not but have knovrn 
that they^would have been reported rll over 
Europe. ^ 

Lord F.hrington records an interesting inter¬ 
view wliichMie had with Napoleog on the t^vening 
of the (>tli <a December. 

1* Tell me Rankly," said Napoleon, “'are the 
French satisfied?" 

“So, so," Lord Ehrington replied. , 

“•It cannot be,” Napoleon rt|jniiied. “They 
have been too much bumltled. They have had 
a King forced upon them, and that, too, by Eng¬ 
land.” . ^ 

He then referred to the pamphlets which bad 
been publiatied in France respecting himself. 

“Auiong tliem," stud bet “there are .some 
which denominate me a traitor and a coward. 
But it is only truth that wounds. The French 
well know that I am neither the one nor tiie 
other. The wisest nlantbe Bourbons could have 
adopted would have been, as regards myself, to 
pursue the rule by which I was guided in respect 
to them—tliat Is to say, never permitting any 
one to state anything either guod or bad re¬ 
garding tiio fumtly.” 

“ What do you think of the Emperor of 
Bussia?” inquired Lord Ehrington. ^ 

“ He is an absolute Greek," Napoleon replied. 
“ There is no placing any dependence upon Iiim.^ 
Tie nevertheless is instructed, and possesses some 
liberal sentiments, which were acquired ftom the 
philosophical La Harpe,who was lits tntor. But 
lie is so flippant and deceptive it is impos-ible to 
ascerta'n if his assertions are the result of his 
real thoughts, or derived from a certain vanity 
in contrasting himself with hta real po,ition. 

“The Emperor Francis," he continued, “iiad 
more honesty, but less copacity. I would much 
rather confide in him than in the other. And if 
ho passed his word to anything, I should feel 
persuaded tlist. oti pledging himself, he had the 
Intention ot fulfilling his pronaise. But his facul¬ 
ties are very circumscribed—no energy, no cha¬ 
racter. 

“ As to the King of Prussia, he ia a corpcd^al, 
without ^ idea beyond the dress of a soldier. 
He is by far the most stupid of the three." 

Conversation then turned to Napoleon’s last 
eampatgn. “ Our raiu,” said he, with as much 
apparent composure as if smaking of an event 
which occurrsd during the Middle Ages, “ is to 
be ascribed to Marmont. I had confided to him 
aome of my best troops, and a ^t of the greatest 
importance. How could I expect to be betrayed 
by a man whom I bad loaded with kindness 
from the time he was fifteen years 6f age ? Had 
he stood firm, I oould have driven the Allies out 
of Paris, and the people there, aa wdl os 
^broDgbout France, would have risen in ^ite %f 
the Mnate. But, even with Marmont’s ti^ps, 
the AUies numbered against oa thAe to one. 
After hia defection there wae no lon^ anj hope 
of iaeeeaa. I might still, however, have been in 
France, and have prolonged the war fet aome 


years; but against Europe^nnitod I could not 
have flsrrered.myself with a fortunate result. 1 
soon decided to rescue France from civU war; 
and I now look upon myself as dead, for to 
or to live here is the same thipg." 

“Were you not surprised," inquired Lord 
Ehrington, “that Bertlu^^ should have been 
ntnnng tbn first to welcome the arrival of the 
Bourbons ?*’ ' ’ 

Napol'^on answered with a smile, “ I brave 
been informed that be committed some siu-li 
foolishness, but he was not gifted |rith a strong 
mind. I liad raised him higher than his deserts 
because he was useful to me in wi iting. After 
dll, he was an honest soul, who, in case 1 ap¬ 
peared, would bo the first to express his re¬ 
grets lor what he had done, with tears in Iih 
eyes." 

Again be said, “The only revenge I wish upon 
this poor Bcrtbier would be to i^e him in Iiis 
rostume of captain of the bod.v-gnard of l^wtis.” 
^VVicti undeniable correctness Napoleon has said, 

“ I never revenged myself for n personal iqjury 
dor ng the whole course of my life.” 

“ But what would they do with me," said 
Napoleon, “ supposing 1 should go to England '* 
Should I be stoned to death ?" 

" I think," Lord Ehrington replied, “ that you 
would be perfectly sale. The violent feelings 
airainst you have been daily subsiding since wo 
are no longer at war." 

“ I believe, miverthclcss," Napoleon rejoined, 
smiling, " that 1 should run some risk from your 
London mob." 

He spoke of Lord Cornwallis in the highest 
terms. “Tiioiigh not a man,” said be, “of 
superior talents, he was, in iiitegitfiy and good- 
ness of heart, an liononr to his country, lie 
wiiB what 1 call a specimen of the true race of 
English nobility. 1 wish I liad hifd .some of the 
sHiiie stamp in France. I alwayf knew," ho 
added, “ whether the Eriglii>h*^abinet were sin¬ 
cere in any proposals fiir peace \y the persons 
they sent to treat. I believe, if ftfr. Fox had 
lived, we should have concluded a peace. T htL. 
mariner in which he brgan bis cqcvcflff&hdonca 
with Talleyrand gave on incontestable proof of 
his good faith. Y4u doubtless call to your re¬ 
collection the circumstance of tho assaasin. But 
those leagued with Mr. Fox in the administra¬ 
tion were not lo pacifically inclined.” 

“ We considered your views of aggrandizement 
such," aaid Lord Ehrington, “ that many of our 
statesmen, and Iprd Grenville among them, were 
afraid of making peace with yon,” 

“ You were mistaken,” Napoleon replied; “ I 
was only desirous of making yon just. ^ I respect 
the English utiaracter; but 1 wanted » free 
maritime trade. Events, in mating wan, for- 
nislicd me tie means of enlarging taj Emribe, 
and I did not neglect 'them. But I Btooa in 
need of some years’ repose to accomplish every- 
,tiitng I intended for France. Tell Lord Gron- 
vUIe to come and risit me at Elba. I believe 
yon thought in En^and that I was a very 
demon', but noyr you have eeen France and me, 
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you will probftMy jllow that you haTO in soma picioii of a procce^infr was sorely KiffieienI 
T'»peeta been deceived.” r * to rtliuse tlie exiled Kmperor from the obliga* 

‘ 1 then attached,” says Lord Ebrington, "his l<oi & bis treaty and abdicBtion at Fontaina- 
detention of English travellers, wiiich he jnsU- l>>ea’',<ki<d to justify bis attempt to^corer the 
tied on the score /)f retaliation, in our having Eaniiro Lc had so recently lost," 
made prizrs at sea beivae a declaration of J^‘ar. Notbtng can raon ciearly show than this state 
1 replied that such a,proceeding had been sane- of t'lifga the tmarvellous power cf Napoleon, 
tioned by long use. ‘ Yes,’ he said, * to you U'^io ayis a man, without arml, wijpoat money, 
who gain, hut not to others who suffer from it; i;tn'’*ly dwcllmg on a little islan# of the Madi. 
and if yon tnnde new laws of nations, I was jus- ti rruii.,ui, reading his. books, conversing in his 
tilled in doing the same. I am fully ronvineed ''nhiuct, watching over the interests of a few 
that ill yoiif hearts ;;ou allow that I was riaht, ha ulrcd peasants, and yet the power of his 
hccause I displayed energy in that proceeding; 'name was such, and there was such a tide of 
and I have, cipially with y our-selves, aoincwli|Lt sympathy circling nround him from the masses 
of the pirate about me,”’ of the people on tlie Ontinent, that the coni- 

Lord Ebrington expressed bis surprise at the bined de.«pot8 of Europe, in the midst of their 
admirable tany froid with which Napoleon bore bristling bayonets, were trembling for fear of 
Ills reverses. ‘‘All the world," said the Erape- him. • ^ 

ror, “ lins been more astoni.'.hcd in that rcipect 'J’lie treaty of Kontaineblcau had already been 
than myself. ,I do not cnteriiiin the best opiuiofi shamefully violated, and Napoleon was conse- 
of nvm, anil I have uniruruily mistrusted Fortune. qiuMitly no longer bound by Its obligations. A 
hly brothers were much more king.s than It ' crisis was manifestly at hfnd. France was on 
'I'hcy iiave had tho eiijoymcnts of royalty, wliilc the eve of another revolution. The nation was 
I Jiavo had little but its hi igiics.” iciirnestly yearning for its deposed Emperor. 

The eyes of the people of France were now j Napoleon anxiously watched those portentous 
every day more and more earnestly turned to- signs, lie studied the journals, lie received 
wards Elba. Loud murninrs were everywhere reports from his friends respecting the distracted 
ascending around tho Hourbon throne. ].ouis state of France, ttie universal discontent with 
XVIlI. and his friends were alanncil. Tlic the llourbons, the projects for his assassination, ' 
Royalists felt that it was necessary to ptifNapo- or to kidnap him and consign him to close 
Icon out of the way, as his bonnclle'-s jUTsoiml .imprisonment 'I'lioy told him of the nflection 
jiopularity ciidaiig<‘red the repose of I.iirope. with which his memory was cliorislied by thd 
Many plots were formed for his nss'ssinution, jicopleof France, and their earnest desire that 
which were communicated to him by his friends, ho wunltk-return. 

Napoleon wras defenceless, and the poniard of the I It was now iiearcthe close of the month of 
murderer was ever suspended ever him. The, Fcltniary. Ho bad been upon tlie island of 
English cabiTictwa.s dissatisfied with his place Elba ten months. His peril was extroinc. Tho 
of exile, as not being siifllcieiitly reuioto Iroiii n^.sassiii's dagger might any day reach his heart, 
Europe. The British government was in nogt»- or a Imnd of kidnappers convey him to iinpri«on- 
tiation witli*lho Eii-st India Company for the meat—a thmisiiiidfold moro to ho dreaded tliaa 
cesbion to the crown of the island of Sr. Helena, death. He resolved to return to France, present 
It was repottjif'thttt the lluke of Wi llington, himself before the people, and let them place 
who, on his v^'uge to niid from India, had seen him upon the throne or scud a bullet through 
this lonely" rock, had suggested it ns u strong hU heart, as to thorn should seem the best. 

.urison for the exile, whom he luiwortliily allowed I I’auliite visited the Continent, and the most 
hitnacff"t«t(;htcahly to hate. The report was | di.<>tinguishcd of the friends of Napoleon gathered 
everywhere that the Allies were deliberating; arbond her. On her return she acquainted the 
upon the protect of romoviii|^ the Emperor from Em|icror with tho remorse of his old companions' 
Elba to St. Helena. in anus for liaving joined the Bourbons, and of 

“After the retreat of tho Emneror to Elba," their urgent entreaty tliat he would return to 
says Lord Holland, “Lady Honniid furnished Franee. They all agreed in the declaration 
liim with one or two packets of Etiglish news- that the people, with entire unauiuiity, would 
papers, wliieh slio W’ns iiifurmod tbtft’ho hud replaee liiiii itpon theithrouc. 
boon anxious to periiso. It in remarkable that Early in Fchriyiry, Baron Chabonlon, one of 
ill one of those papers was a paragraph hinting the yomig members of Napoleon's Council of 
a project among tlie confedcratos of transporting State, in disguise visited Elba. He obtained a 
him to 91. ileleua. True it was that such nu private audience with the Emperor, and repuru 
idea, however inconsistent with k.mqur or good tbe fullowiiig conversation as having occurred 
iaiib, was started and discussed before Napoleon during the interview• 
left Elba. I stated this fact in the House of “ 1 am informed that you have 'just arrived 
Lords, in the debate ou'the treatment of General fhim France," said the Emperor. " iipeak to in«? 
Bonaparte, and / icos not cmtmdktud. I had of raris. ^ Have you brought to me ktters froiu 
it. 111 truth, from an EnglUhftian oft veracity, ray friends ?•* 
employed at the Congress of Vienna, who told “No, sire ——" 

me it after Niqioleon's arrival at Piu’is, but before Napt'leon interrupted him, saying, " Ah t {tea 
the battle of Waterloo. 'Any wpU-grouufied tns- ] they, like the rest, have forgotten me.” 
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** Sir®, yon will never be'forgotteivin France," flecy^, it' artillery, aqd the immenee etoree which 
Cbnboulon adde4. Your Majesty will ever be^ -1 had collected in the lortretwe and ports which 
eberisbcd with eoiotlone of devotion and attach. ‘ they have now ceded. Tallcj rand has coiulncted 
meiit by el^ true Frenchmen." * Itheni to Uiis infamy, lie must have been bnlied. 

'* You are mietaken," said Napoleon. '‘The Peace on such terms is easy. • Had I, like tliem, 
French have now another sovercytn. Their contented to the ruin France, they would not 
duty end tvdr happiness cQm<ba%il thtm to now be on my throne; but 1 would sooner cut 
think no ^ me. Tliey invent» great off this right arm. 1 preferred renouncing my 
mafty fables Vnd falsehoods respecting mo in throne rather than to retain it by tarnishiDg my 
Paris. It is also said that I am to be transferred glory and the honour of France. A degnftbd 
to Malta or to St. Helena. Let them fliink of it. throne is an intolerable burden. 

1 have provisions for six months, cannon, and “‘My enemies have pnblisbod# everywhere 
brave men to defend me, and 1 shall make them that I obstiniitely refused to make peace. They 
pay dearly for the shameful attempt. But 1 have represented me us a wretched roadman, 
cimnut think that Eurfpe will disborioiir its. If thirsting for blood and carnage. Such language 
by uniiing against a single man, who has neither answered their purpose. When you wish to 
tlic. in(|jmation npr the wish to injure others, hung your dog. yon give out that bo is road. 
Tlie Emperor Alexander liaf too much regard But Europe ahull know the trutli. I will ac- 
for tlio opinion of posterity to lend himself to rjuainr ir, with c\erything that was said or done 
.such a crime. They have guarautesd to me by at rlintirnn. I will unmask, wdth a vigorous 
a solemn treaty the sovereignty of the island of hand, the English, the Unssians, and thowliis- 
Elhn. I am here iii«my own house. Sohargas ^ians. Europe shall judge between U''. She 
1 do not go out to seek a quarrel with my ncigli- will declare on wliii'li side lay the knavery and 
hours, no one ha-s a right to come and di^iiirh the thii.sr Cor shedding blood. I might have ra- 
nie. How arc the Bourbons liked ia Francetired w'ltli my army he.wind the Loire, and en- 

“Sire,” Cbaboulou replied, “the Bourbons j'i\ed n inountain wnrlare to my heart's content- 
have not realized the expectations of the Fre.n.-h. I wmil l not. I was weary of carnage. 

'I'lie number of malcontents increases dnily.” “ ‘ My mime, imd the brave men wiio remained 

“So much tlie worse, so much the wors-V’ fii'thfiil to me, made the Allies treuibloeven in 
Xiiiwleoii sharply rejoined. “But why lia.^ not my < o^iiinl. They offered Itniy as the price of 
N-sent me any letters ?" • my iridicutiou. 1 refused. After once reigning 

“He was afraid," Chalioulon replied, “that over Friiqcc, one ought not to rcigii elsewhere, 
they might bo taken from me. He lias, how- I chon- the isle of Elba. They were hiippv to 
ever, revealed several circurnstniiec*, known accc.rd it to me. The position suits me *, for here 
only to your Alajcsty and*hinis*If. wliieli 1 am I can watch France umltlic Bourbons. All that 
to give as proof that 1 am worthy of your I have done has been for France. It was for bor 
eontidcnce." "sake, not for my own, lliat 1 wi*hd?l to make her 

“ Let us hear them.” the Emperor added. the first tiation on the globe. My glory isseciirc. 

“ I began my detail," C'habonlon writes, “ hut It I had thought but of soil', I woultyinvo returned 
he exclaimed, without allowing me to finish, to a private station. But it was my duty to re- 
‘ That's cuough. Why did you not tell me that ram t!ie imp»riul ^itlo fur m^familv and son. 
at first? We have lost half an hour.’ This Next to Fnince, my son is m tlie diurisl 
storm disconcerted me. He perceived iny con- olij'-ct in nil the w'orid.'" 
fusion, and, resuming his diSbourse in tout's of During this glowing clisconrm titc Einporer 
mildness, said, ‘ Come, make yourself and rapidly pticpd the room, and mmearcil vioIpnLlv , 
repeat to me minutely all that has transpired aguatej. lie paused a inoment, w IXtmn cou- 
b^wcen yon and X-.’ tiiin''d— 

"I proceeded with my narrative, but tlie Em- “ Tlio eiii'grants know too v/ell that I am here, 
peror, who, when affected,, was iAcapnble cf listen- I Jiticover nc w jdots every day. 'I'hey have sent 
iflg to any recital without iuterrupting by his to Corsica ou| of the assassins associated with 
comments at every momeot, stopped me by ex- Georges—a wretch whom even the JCnglish 
claiming— jinirnals lyive pointed out to I'hijvipe as a blood* 

• *“I truly tlioDght, whefl I abdicated, that the thirsty assassin. But let them beware 1 If he- 
Bourbons, instructed end disci|dined by ^versity, misses me, I shaM not miss him. I will tend my 
wouM not fall again into the errors which ruined grenadiers after him, and he shall be shot as ai> 
them in 176!)« I wae in hopes (he King would example to others." 

govern you as a man should It was the There was spin a moment of sildfiee, wLmu 

only means of makiog yoh forget that he had the Emperor rftnraed— 

been forced upon you by forcipers; bat, since “Do my generals go to court? They mast 

the Bourbons have returned to Frauce, they have eat a sad figure there." 

dona nothing bat (»mmitbhuic^n. Their “Yes, sire," Cliaboothn replied; “and tbw 

oftheBSrdofAprUbasprofbandljrdiiga^ mo. are enraged to^aeo themselves anperseded in 

With one stroke of the pen they hare robbed fiussur b/emigranu who never heard tite sound 

France of Belgium, and of all the torltosy ao of a cannon." 

qcired alnce the Bevqlation. They have de« “ Tim emigrants -will never alter," Nspoleoit 
spoiled the uation,(rf its docks, its arsenals, hs rqjoinea. “ 1 cenuuitted a greqjl •n'or when X 
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recalled tliat auli-national race into FrniiK^ If 
it Jtad not been for me, they would have died of 
starvation abroad. Unt then I had great motives. 
I wauted to reconcile Europe to us, and close the 
i devolution. But tvliat do my soldiers say about 
meF** • * ' 

• Tlie soldiers, sir*,” said Clmboulon, “ never 
frononnce your name but with respect, adniira- 
(imi, and grief.” 

**‘And so they still love me"'" said Napoleon, 
Htiiiling. 

“Yes, site," sa'd CliabonlDti; “and I may 
venture to say tliat they love you even more 
1 lian evor. Tliey consider our mislitrtunes as the 
i‘irnct of trcai'hory. and conslantly affirm that 
llicy never would have been conquered if tiiey 
had not been sold to their enernie-s.” 

“ They are ri^tht," said Napoleon. “ I am glad 
to learn that niy army preserves tiie conscious¬ 
ness of its supf rioritv. I see that I have funned 
a correct opinion of the state of France. The 
Bourbons are untit to reign. Their goccmnicth 
limy bo acccptal>Ie to pnest.i, nobles, ninl old- 
fnshioned countesses, bnt it is utterly wtirthless 
to the present generation. 'I'he lievoInMon has 
taught tho people to know their rank inthe state; 
they will never consent to fall hack into tlioir 
former nothingness. The army can never be> 
come attached to the Bourbon.''. Our victories 
and misfortunes have estnhlislied hetWHeii the 
trmips and myself an indestructible tie. The 
Bourbons are neitlier loved nor feared. 'I’he 
government is evidently hastoiiing to its fall. 
'I'lie priests and the emigrants arc its only por- 
tixans. Everv man of patriotism or of soul is 
its enemy, ^ut how will all this end ;’ Is it 
thought there will be a new Revolution P" 

Sire," replied ('hahoulon, “ ili.s<'im[ent and 
irritation prwail to such an extent, that the 
nlighlest elfervesconce woulil insMtiihlv eauM! a 
general iiisurrce^on, and ludiody wonM he sur¬ 
prised if it weS! to take place tn-morniw.'’ 

“ But w^fst would you do were ymi to expel 
Hw Bourbons ?" sajd the Emperor. “ W ould y ou 
;aI4u|j{the Refublic?" 

“ 'fhe It^ihhc, sire!" said (. li.ihoiilon ; “ no¬ 
body thinks of it. lVrlia|isdlicy would cri'ate a 
Kegency.” 

•• A Uegeucy I"exclaimed Napoleon, with vehe¬ 
mence and surprise. “ Am / deit|i? ’ 

“Bnt your abwnce——Cbaboulon com¬ 
menced to say. • • 

" My absence,” interrupted Napoleon, “ makes 
no difference. In a couple oT days I" could be 
back again iu France, if the nation were to recall 
me. Dq^you thiuk it would be well if 1 were to 
return ?” . 

“ Sire,” said Cbaboulon, “ I dare nftt personally 
attempt to answer such a question^ but——” 
“That is not what J ora asking," impatiently 
answered Napoleon. “Answer 'I'es or No.” 

** 'Vhy, then, sire, Ves,” saic^ Chabqplon. 

Do you really think so 7" the Emperor in¬ 
quired with tenderness. 

“ Yes, sire, I am convinoed,” Chaboqjon con- 
<tiaued, “ aud «■> is Mons. X—tliat the jieople 


and the army would receive you os their de¬ 
liverer, and that your cause would be embraced 
with entiiusiasm. He bad foreseen that }oor 
MiijcKty would make inquiries on thft point, and 
the following is literally his answer. * You will 
tell the Emperor that 1 would not <^re decide so 
impoilant aqifbstion; but he may insider it an 
inoontfovertible fact, that the gwernment has 
wtiolly lost the confidence of the people and'the 
army; that discontent has increased to the 
highest pitch; and that it is impossible to con¬ 
ceive that the government can stand much longer 
against such universal dislike. You will add 
that the Emperor is the only object of the regret 
and the hope of the natfbu. lie. in his wisdom, 
will decide what he oiigbi to do.’ ' 

Napoleon appeored deofdy qgJtatei'. His far- 
rpiiching vinon rfvi‘.ili*il to liiui the vjwtnes.s of 
tho im|)ending coiiseqiieuces. For a long time 
he walked the Moor, absorbed in iuteustty of 
thought, and then said — 

“ I will reflect qpoii it. 'i'ome h'Te to-morrow 
at eleven o'clock,’’ 

At tho app i'iitel Iniiir Chaboiilon presented 
himself to the I'.tnp'-ror. Atr*r a long conver¬ 
sation, PhSiMit ally tli'i same which we have re- 
cordi'd, N;i])uleoti sai't — 

“J will set otf. The cnterjirioc is vast, it ia 
difficult, it is d)ingi’r«us Bui it is not beyond 
my compnshirig. On great occasions Fortune 
hax never ab.iml msd me. I shall set oil', hut 
not alone. I will not run the risk of allowing 
niy-elf to be collared by the gendarmes, I will 
depart w^’th my sword, niy Poliunlers, my grena¬ 
diers. All France ?s on my side. I belong to 
!•'ranee. For lier I will sacrifice rny f'cpose, my 
IdiKid, niy life, wi ll the greatest jo 3 *. 1 liai'o 

not si'itli'd my day of departure. By deferring 
it, 1 should reap the advantiige of allowing the 
I‘oiigress .to terminate; but, on the other hand, 
I mn the risk of hsing kept a close prisoner by 
the vessels of the Bourbons and tbe English, if. 
in everything appears to indicate, there should 
be a rupture between the Allies. Depart, and 
tell X-.a— you have seen me, and I have deter- 
ntjned to c.xpose tn) self to every danger for the 
sake of yielding to the prayers of France, and 
ridding the nation of the Bourbons, bay, also, 

I shall leave hero with my guard on the Ist of 
April, perhaps sooner.” 

'I’be Duke of Kovigo writes in Ids memoirs;— 
“The main (Object of Talleyrand s attention at 
Vienna was the abduction of the Emperor, whom 
lie represented a^ a weight upou France, and as 
feeding tlie hopes of ail restleM minds. In this 
respect he was right. The subject of the Em¬ 
peror engroased the attention of all pturties. 
The more consideration was bestowed upon tlie 
details of the events which hod occasioned his 
downfall, the greater was the interest felt for him. 
Tal'eyrand hiu present to bla mind the examplk 
of the return from Egypt. He dreaded a aeoond 
representation of that event. It had ao often 
been" asserted that the tranquillity of Europe 
depended upon tbe repose of France, that UrwM 
easy to perceive that the aUvxtm of the Bar 
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peror was nercssary to the general^»elfare. M. 
lie Talleyrand, therefore, succeeded «n securing 
the adoption of this course. The Emperor of 
Russia alone showed any difliculty in asqpnting 
to the proposal; but he at last tacitly cousputed 
to it. 

“ M. do Talleyrand was wholly bent on acce¬ 
lerating this^ operation, which was laid at the 
time to be entrusted to the English admihil, Sir 
Sydney Smith, whose osfcnsible mission was to 
ba the command of an esepedition a/^aiin-t the 
Rarbary States, in the Mediten^neau. 1 only 
learnedi this circumstance from what was pub¬ 
licly reported in Paris, where a variety of letters 
received from London communicated details re¬ 
specting the Congress, fbwards which all eyes 
were then turned. The English newspapers also 
reporteihtliRt the Emj)eror was to bo removed to 
St. Helena; and the report was reiwated in the 
tlerman papers, which the Emperor regularly 
received at Elba. No doubt was enterrainod 
that this operation would soon be carried into 
effect. • . 

“ In the emergency, the Emperor formed the 
{.Ian of returning to Trance, as he Lad done oji 
tlie former occasion. No alternative was Icllt to 
him. He knew that it was intended to violate 
his asylum, in which he had no means of defend¬ 
ing himself for any length of time, and when; it 
*was now even impossible for him to subsist witli- 
out the allowance guaranteed, but not paid to 
him.” 
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^ The two generals passed tlto remainder of the 
night in the executiuu of these orders. At sun¬ 
rise in the morhing, the officers and soldiers, one 
thousand in all, were emburUed on board Najio- 
leoiTs little brig, the “ lucomstaut,” and in three 
merchant vessels. Th^' werJ so much accus- 
tomM to unquestioning obedience, that, without 
inquiry or hesitation, they jiclded to these 
orders, though not knowing on what expedition 
they were bound. 

At mid-day, the launch of the brig came to 
the shore, and conveyed the Emper^ oii board 
under a salnte of cannon. The liftle ih-ct of 
one brig and three transports then weiahed 
anchor. The* sails were spread, and a pro|i(tii>uB 
breeze swept thorn towards the coast of I<'i mice. 
The biiu shone brilliuntly in the cloudless sky. 
The genial air of a beautiful spring day was 
peculiarly invigorating. Tiie muaic of martial 
bqiids floated cxuhiiigly over the gentle swell of 
the sea. Napoleons countcnance'keameil with 
confidence and joy. “ The die is cast,’’ ho 
exclaimed, os ho turned his eye from the vanish, 
iiig mountains of Elba towards the inibruken 
horizon in the direction of the coasts of Trance. 
With this little hand of faiiliPiiI followers, barely 
ciiiiiigh, as Napoleon charactcristicuily said. " to 
save him, on his first landing, from being collared 
by the guiidarmes,” he was advancing to reclaim 
tiifl tlirigie oi Trance, where tho liourbons were 
siibtaincd by thu linyoncts of all tho combined 
tlesputisms of Europe. 

Such ais enterjirisG, in its marvellonsness, is 
nnsurpu^sed by any other during his marvellous 
career. And yet there was nothing in it rash ir 
iiiconsiderute. He was driven to it by iiK xiirablv 
circumstances. Ho could no longer reumin in 
.safety lit Elba. 'J'hc Allies r cognised no sanctilv 
^ „ ill tlieir oaths. They had already violated their 

rffrsratio,,., for (icparttirc^^^^ :m-; meditating a timtical ex- 

nounciMn«‘nt^Uictutins TirorlaTnatlous—rafcwitR* ui*'i \ • n- ® w . 

tiiiuiiv_i'ji'tft DitieiinB with the truopa-^Kiiiwimf • pcuition fortbcBC'zvtreOt hiii ppr.->on. ilecoulil not 

(jiciiiililc—Alarm ot the lioarhuus—Magiiauiinitv ui Jlceindisgiiise, tobeleuntcdafiigialvcovertbo fiici: 


CIIArXER LXIV. 

THE RETURN FROM ELDA. 


the Emperor, 

On the morning of the 2Gth of Tebruary, the 
Princess Pauline gate a banqffct to the oQicers 
of the army, to the distinguished strangers, and 
to the principal inhabitants of the island of Elb*. 
Napoleon, with all his accustomed frankness and 
buoyancy, conversed with his gnests. He chatted 
very familiarly for a long time with some Eng¬ 
lish travellers, whom curiosity had drawn to 
Elba. The plans of the Emperor were, however, 
all locked np in his own heart—reitfded to po 
one. He entered into no conspiracy; but, with 
sublime self-confidence in the Unaided might of 
his own genius, went forth to the conquest of a 
kingdom. At a late hoar of the evening he 
retired from the brilliant saloons, taking with 
him General Bertrand and General Dronet. He 
then said to them privately— 

We leave the island to-morrow. Let the4 
Tdtoels which are at anchor be seized to-night. 
Let the Guard be embarked in the morning. No 
vessel whatever most be permitted to leave the 
port nntil we are at sea. Do not allow my^in- 
tentioos to be revealed to any one.” 


uf the earth. There was no resourf^' open befuro 
him but boldly to throw liiinhclf into the arms of 
the people of Trance, who still loved him with 
deathless constancy. His resolve was lionr.«MlURf 
and noble. Napoleon, when the #sselM were 
out of sight of land, etood upon the deck of his 
little brig, gathered around him the whole ship’s 
company, four hundred in number, and said to 
them— % 

” My friend.*!, wo are going to Trance—wc ara 
going to i^iwis!” 

It was the first annonneement. The soldiers, 
with sboutsof joy,*respondcd, *‘Vive la Trance! 
Vive TEmpereur 1” Tiicir exultation was bound¬ 
less. Anxious to appear on tbdr nativwsoii in 
neat and martial ({im, they immediately dtspened 
throughout riie vessel to bomisb their weapons 
and to repair tlicir nnifonns. Napoleon passed) 
along among these gronps qf bu devoted followers, 
and addressed them in sincere and friendly words, 
as a (athc( smilea npon his children. Night 
camd'. The Emperor entered the cabin, and 
called for several amanuenses to tit down at tke- 
table, eaob to write a copy of the words he waa 

* If 
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from Egypt It w<8 on the 1 st of March. At from the coast Here they encamped for the 
five o'clock, thO Emperor di$en)b^,rked upoif the night The hews of the Emperor’s landing spread 
lonely beach near Curines, and immediately rapidly, and excited everywhere joy and surprise, 
establislied the bivonac fur hh Lilliputiuti army The peasants crowded to meet him, and implored 
of invasioB in an (^ive grove at a short distance permission to follow in his train. *' 1 conld 
from the shore. Poiotiii).* to the olive leaf, ,the easily,” said Napoleon B‘'tcrward«, “ have taken 
symbol of peace, he said, “ This is a lucky omen, two millions of 'hesc prasunts with me to Paris.” 
It will be realized.” But he, had ho wish to triumph by physical force. 

A few peasants, BStonishr<] by this sudden ap- The love of France was his alt-conquering wca- 
pafiSwi, crept from their liutS, and cautiously pon. Tlie next two davs, the :!rd and 4th, they 
approached the encampment. One of these jiea- advanced sixty milc-s to Dlgne. The next day they 
Bants had formerly served nndcr Napoleon. Jm- pressed on thirty miles further to (lap. The cn- 
inodiately recognising Lis old general, he insisted thusiasm was now so general and so intense that 
upon being enrolled in his battalion. “Well," Napoleon no longer needed protection ngiiinst the 
said the Emperor, turning to the grand marshal Bourbon police. Tbeauttjoritiesof the Legitimist 
and smiling, “ you see that we have a reiidorcc- usurpers were completely overwhelmed liy the 
ment already.” triumphant people. 

In the course of a few hours this escort of six Napoleon, in hir eagerness; ontstripplng his 
Iiundred men, with two or three small pieces of Guard, arrived at the city of Gap with hut six 
cannon, were safely landed, and were refreshing horsomeu and forty grenadiers. There was such 
tbcn;>selves under the olive grove, preparatory to a universal burst of love and joy from the inhabi- 
their strange campaign. They were about t( tantsof this city, as men, women, and children, 
march seven hundred miles, {hrough a kingdom with shouts and tears, gathered around their own 
containing thirty niiilions of inhabitants, to cap- Emperor, tiiut the Bout bon authorities wcrccom- 
ture the strongest capital in Europe. An army pcllod to lly. 

of nearly two hundred thuu<>and men, under “ ('itizens,” said Napoleon, “I have been 
Bourbon leaders, was stationed in impregnable deeply penetrated by the si'iitimcnts you have 
fortresses by the way; and the combined despots evinced for me. You are right in calling mo 
of Europe had two millions of bayonets still your father, fur 1 live only for the honour 
glistening in the hands of tlicir soldiers, all of and the happiness of France. My return eii~ 
which were pledged to sustain the iniipiitous tirely dissipates your di.squietude. It gunrantcea 
away of the Bourbon usurpers, llomance, iu the preservation of all property, of equality be¬ 
lter wildest dreams, never conceived df such an tween all classes. These rights, which you have 
oiiterjiriso before. Yet the adventure had been enjoyed f-r twenty-five years, and for which your 
carefully comidered, and profound wisdi'in guided furefathers have sigiied so ardently, now iorm 
every step. The millions of France lovidNa- part of your existence." 

polcoii almo£« to adoration. He knew it; and Here the proclamations he had dictated at 
ho knew tliat he deserved it. Napoleon was well sea were printed. They spread with thcra- 
awore that aU the groat elements of success were pidity of lightning. The whole population of 
in his favour^and ho had no misgivings. the country was roused and inflamed, and multi- 

He passed around among his “ children,” chat- tudes which could not be counted were anxious 
ting and laughiiij> familiuri/With them. “I sec to bo enrolled as tbo Emperor's advance-guard, 
from this spot"'said he, “ the fright 1 eIuiII occa- At two o’clock in the afiernoon the Emperor re- 
aion the Bdurbons, and the embarrassment of all sumed his march, accompanied by a vast con- 
thoso who have turned their backs against me.” course, hlling the air with their acclamations. 

u^al, forgetting all his own perils in No language can describe the scene of entbu- 
solicitude for Lis friends, ho added, “ AVhut will si&m. The inhabitants on the route, trembling 
become of the patriots before my arrival in J’ai i.s ? for the safety of Napoleon, and fearing that the 
I tremble lest the Bourbon partisans should mas- Bourbons might send troops to ornsh his feeble 
sacra them. Woe to those who injure them! escort, prepared to sound the tocslu, and to raise 
They shall have no mercy.” f' a levy e» masse to protect the sovereign of their 

It was not till eleven o’clock at night that this choice. There were strong garrisons, and for- 
little band was enabled to commence Its march, midablc arrays of troops under Bourbon comman- 
Tfae moon shone brilliantly in^he cloudless sky. ders, which he must soon encounter. Napoleon, 
The Poles of the Guard, unable to transport however, declined the service they tendered, 
horses from Elba, had brought their saddles, and “Your sentiments,” said be, “convince me 

tdung tihem upon their backs, gaily marched that I have^ not been deceived. They are to 
along, bending iieneath the wei^t of their cum- me a certain guarantee of the inclinations of 
brous luggage. The Emperor pi^rmiaaed every my soldiers. Those whom I meet will range 
horse he met, and thus, one by one, mounted his themselves by my side. The more numerous they 
cavalry. uav be, the more will my success be assured. 

Avoiding the large towns, where the Bourbon Kerhain tranquil, therefore, in your homes.” 
authorities might M strong, be determined to They Aiere now approaching Grenoble. The 
Mow the flank of the mountains. Advancing commandant of the garrison there. General Mar- 
rapidly all night and nipst of the next day, they I eband, marched with a force of six thonsand 
arrived iu the evening at Grasse, about iXty miles I men to oppose the Emperor. He posted hie 
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troops in a defile flanked by the iftoantains and 
a lake. It was in the morning o^the 7tb of 
March. The crisis which was to decide all bad 
now arrived. Napoleon was eqnal to the emer¬ 
gency. K^nesting his column to halt, lie rode, 
»t a gentle pace, and almost alone, towards the 
hostile army. The peasants, who had assembled 
in vast numbers to witness tkis, marvellous 
scene, greeted hi A with shouts of “Vival'Em- 
pereur!" ' 

Napoleon, without any hesitation, rode calmly 
along upon a gentle trot until be arrii^d within 
a hundred paces of the glittering^ayoncts which 
formed an impassable wall before him. He then 
dismounted, handed the reins to one of the Poles 
who accompanied him, oeossed his arms upon his 
iircast, and advanced, unprotected and entirely 
alone, lyitil he arrived witliin ten paces of the 
troops. There he stood, thft mark for every 
gun. He was dres'^ed in the simple costume 
whie.li every Freiichtnan recognised, with tho 
^wked hat. the grey overcoat, and tlie high 
military boots. The^-ominanding officer ordered 
the soldiers to fire. They seemed to obey. 
Every musket Wiis brought to the shoulder and 
aimed at his breast. Had there been one single 
’.nan among those battalions willing to shobt the 
Emperor, ho would have rereiv,;d from the 
Itourboiis boundless rewards. The report of n 
^ single musket would then have settled (he 
destinies of France. 

Napoleon, without the change of a muscle of 
his features, or the tremor of ii nerve, continued 
CO advance upon the muskets levelled at his 
heart. Then stopping, and nncovcflng his 
breast, he said, in those restainding tones wliu-h, 
liaving been once heard, never could be for¬ 
gotten— 

“ Soldiers, if there is one among you who 
would kill his Emperor, let him do it. Here 
I am." 

For a moment there was silence as of the 
grave. Then the point of one musket fell, Bn<I 
another, and another. Tears began to gush 
into the eyes of these hwd^ veterans. One 
voice, tremulous with emotion, shouted, “ Vive 
rEmpercur!" It was the signal for a anivcrsfl 
burst, re-echoed by soldiers and by peasantry in 
a continuous cataract of sound. The troops from 
Grenoble, the grenadiers of thcGuard, and the 
peasants, all rushed in a tumnlt of joy upon the 
Emperor, who opened his arms to receive them. 
In the confusion, the Bourbon commander put 
spurs to his horse and disttppeared.* When the 
transport was somewhat niod^ated, tho Em¬ 
peror, taking gently by the whiskers a veteran 
whose appearance attracted his attention, said 
to him playrully— , 

'* How could yon have the heart to ^ your 
musket at the Little Corporal?" 

The old man’s eyes immediately filled with 
tears. Kinging his ramrod in the barrel of 
m-jsket to show it was unloaded, be sai^— 

” Judge whether I could have done thee mneh 
barm. All the rest are the same.'* • 

Napdeon then gathered the whole aaiefflbly 
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of soldiers and peasants in a. circle aronnd bini« 
and thus addressed them:— * 

” 1 have come with but a hahdrul of brave 
men, because I rely upon the people and upon 
you. The throne of the Bonrhous is illegiti¬ 
mate. It has not been raised by the voice of 
the nation. It is contfbry to the national wiU, 
because it is iu direct opporition to the interests 
of the country, and only exists for the benefit of 
a small number of noble families. Ask ofyour 
fathers, interrogate these brave peasantffrad 
you will learn from their lips tho actual state 
of things. They are threatened vlth the re¬ 
newal of tho tithe system, of privileges, of 
feudal rights; and of all those abases from 
wliieli your victories had delivered them." 

Napoleon now resumed his march, accompa¬ 
nied by a vast crowd of the inhabitants, in¬ 
creasing every moment, and thronging the roads. 
The battalions from Grenoble acted as the ad¬ 
vance-guard to the grenadiers IVem Kibsu As 
lie approHclicd the city, he was met by a mes- 
singer, who said— 

" Sire, you will diavc no occasion for arms. 
Your riding-whip will be suilicient to scatter all 
re8i^tance. The hearts of tlio soldiers are every¬ 
where your own." 

As N'lipolcon approached the city, one of tbs 
most important I'orlitied places of France, the 
enthusiasm of the people exceeded all bounds, 
'flic tricoloured cockade whs upon all hats. Tho 
•triculoured lianncr waved from the windows, 
and tloatei^ from the battlements and upon the 
spires of the city. Shouts of “Viva I’Empo- 
reur!" filled the streets. Tho soldiers shared, 
the enthusiasm, fraternized with the people, and 
promised thr.m that they would n^t fire upon 
their brothers in arms. It was impossible for 
the Bourbon officers and magistrates to stern 
this torrent. In despair they fled, bgving locked 
the gates and concealed the keys. 

At midnight, frot^ the ramparts of Grenoble, 
were seen the torches of the multiyide, surround¬ 
ing the Emperor, and advancing towards tho 
city. Shouts of “ Vive I'Knuicreurl" rose from 
the approaching throng, and were echoed^ b»^ 
from the walls of the fortress. TiuMababitants, 
in their ardour, wrenched tho gates from the 
hinges, and Napoleon entered the (Streets in tho 
mid^t of illuminations and exultations such as 
earth has rarelu witnessed. A countless crowd, 
almost delirious* ith joy, bore him to his quarters 
in an inn., I'broughout the night continuous 
acclamations resounded beneath his windows. 
The people and tbtfsoldiers, almost delirious with 
joy, fraternized together till the morning in bott- 
quets and embraces. _ 

“ All U now settled," said Napoleon, ^and we 
ore at Paris.'! • 

Shortly aflee Napoleon’s arrival at the inn, an 
increased tumult called him upon the balco^. 
The iniiabitants of Grenofilo had come to ofi^r 
him the gatet of the city, since they could not 
preseflt hinf with toe kegt. 

His little hand was quite exhansted by tlie 
rapid ma|ch of five days, along dmdiiil toai^ 
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arid throngh defile? of the moiintahifl, odten cn- 
cambered with snoA'. lie allowed them twenty- 
four hours' rest in Grenoble. , ' 

On the 9th of Marcli, Napoleon resumed his 
journey towards Lyons. 

"He marched qntof Grenoble,” says Lamar¬ 
tine, "as bo had entered it, surrounded b>his 
socred battalion of the isle of Elba, and pressed 
on ovory side by the waves of a uiiiltitude which 
cleared a road fiw him.’’ 

'passed the night at a small town half way 
between Grenoble and Lyons. Itoiiliros bluzcd 
all the nig^-t long, and the whole popnhition 
united as one man in the most ardent duinonstra- 
tions of ufieftion and Joy. 

The intelligence of Napoleon's landing, and of 
the cnthnsiiuinri with which he was everywhere 
greeted, had now reached Paris. The Lonrhons 
and their friends w'ere in great coii'.tcriiation. 
Tho tidings, however, were cnrcfidly siipiirc.oscd, 
lor fear that rn insurrection might bit cxoitcTl 
in Ujo metropoli.s.** \’igorou.s measures wero 
adopted secretly to arrest all the prominent met. 
in tho city who were sn.s[>cctyd of fidelity to the 
lOmperor. They appointed llourricnnc, who snb- 
Kcijuontly wrote ati atrocious memoir of Napo¬ 
leon, minister of police. 

“lie wa.s,” ssys Lamartine, "an old, confi¬ 
dential secretary to Honaparto, intimately ac¬ 
quainted with his character and secrets, who bud 
been dismissed by the Ktnperor for inHlvcl«ati<in, 
and who wn.s incensed against him with a hatroil 
which giuirunteed to the Ih^yulists a desperate 
fidelity." • 

The city of Lyons contains two hnndrod thon- 
atind inhabitants. It is distant two hniidred snd 
fifty miles from Paris. Louis XVII I., on tho Tith, 
liad heard of’Napolcoirs landing, and hisadvaiicc 
to Grenoble. 'I'ho Count of Artois (alterwunls 
Charles X.) Jiad hcini dc'-patcheil to Lyons to 
coneentrato there all the uvaihilile force.? of tho 
kingdom, and to crush the I'.inperor. lie eutereJ 
tho city but f ftw hour.s lu'ioro Napoleon np- 
jicand at its gates. Two rcaiments of tlic line 
—one of fiifuntry and one of i^nulry—were in 
j^£jilacc. Other regiments were advancing by 

Tlio nourbmis inserted in t^ie Ufoniteur, of Iho <;th 
of Mn-i-ti, llie fiillowniK nroriumutlun, alilcli Franco 
must linvo read with a siiiile :— 

Biinapiirtc has escaped fmm the Island of Elba, 
where the imprudent magnanimity o| the allied sove¬ 
reigns liaii given him a sovereignty. In return for the 
desoliitloiis which ho bad brnuglit into their dominions 
That nimi who, wlien he nbdivatiid his puK-ct, retained 
ail ins aiiiliition and his fury; that man. covered witli 
tlio blood of generations, comes af the end of a ycir, 
spent seemingly in apathy, to strive to dispute, In tli« 
mime of Ids usurpations and Ids massacres, the legiil. 
ninto andumild authority of the King of France. At 
the head of a few hundred Italians end ricdinontese. 
ho bias dared again to set his feet on tnullsnd widch had 
lisiuhlied him for over; he wislies to re-onen tlie wounds, 
still liiit half closed, which he hod made, and which the 
hand of tlie King is healing eveiy day. A few treason¬ 
able attempts, some movements In Italy, excited by 
hia insane brother-in-law, iiifl-xmed the pride of the 
cowardly warrior of Fontalnebleaif lie «sipo«eshlm- 
seir, ns no Imaginos, to tho death of o hero; ho wdl only 
die that of n traitor. France tias itjecicd him; hu n- 
tunis; France wUl devour him.*’ 
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rapid marchij.. Tho local national guard, well 
armed and jvell disciplined, amounted to twenty 
thousand men. Hut the Count of Artois was re¬ 
ceived coldly by the troops, and still more coldly 
by the^nhubitants. Wine was freely distributed 
among the soldiers in the name of Louis XVIII. 
They drank the wine, shouting " Long live the 
Little oCorpprat!” The Count was in despair. 
He renewed the troops, haranjllaed them, walked 
around among tliuin. To one veteran, coveredi 
with scars, he said— 

“ .SiirelV a brave old soldier like you will sbont 
‘Vivo le Uoi'?"' 

"Niiy,” replied the honest warrior, " no one 
here wtll fight against his lathfcr. ‘Vive I'Em- 
pereiir!’" <• 

'I’lie Count was accompanied by a gnard of 
gentlemen, who were his por^onnl fricif.ls, and 
who were pledged for his protection. When 
they saw the universal enthiiaiiism in favour of 
Napoleon, believing the Hourbon cause irretriev¬ 
ably lost, they also perfidiously abandoned tho 
Prince and turned to flic H-nperor. Tin fount 
was compelled to tlec from the vl^,accompanied 
by only one of his guard. And here again ap¬ 
peared that grandeur of character which wa® 
iiistinctiVO with Napoleon. Jle, se/il the CruM of 
the /.eqi'rin of [foiiimr ns it ri icnrd to this man for 
his fii/i liii/ to the lioiirhon I'rincv. it was accum- 
pained with tlic characteristic words— 

‘‘ I never leave a noble action without re¬ 
ward.'' 

And when his treaelierous comrades presented' 
themselves to the Emperor, tendering to him 
their services, he di.',ini9su(l them with couteinpl, 
saying— ‘ 

•* Your conduct towards the Count of Artois 
snlTicieiit.ly proves liow you would act by me 
were tortuuo to forsake me. I tluiiik yon (or 
your oiler. Y'ou will return immediately to your 
homes." 

The Bourbons had been forced by foreign 
bayonets upon the army and the nation, and 
could claim from ^tem no debt of loyally. But 
the jtersimalfollowers of the Prince were traitors 
to iiliaiidon him in mislortune. 

sIMarshal Lefchvre had remained fiiithriilly with 
Napoleon at rontaiiielileHU uniil after his abdi¬ 
cation. He thi'p went to Paris, where ho was- 
presented to Alexander. 

" You were not, then, under the walls of Paris, 
said the Czar, *‘ when we arrived ?" 

" No, sire,‘' Lefobvss replied, " wo had the fnU- 
fortune to he tillable to reach hero in time," 

“The Misfortune!" rejoined the Emperor, 
smiling; "you are, then, sorry to see me 
hereV’’ 

“ Sire," replied the honest and noble-hearted 
marslial, "I behold with admiration a warrior 
who, in youth, has learned to use victory with 
tho;}oration, but it is with the deepest grief Utat 
I see a conqueror within my country." 

“I respect your sentiments, Monsieur Mar¬ 
shal," the Emperor replied, " and they only add 
to my esteem for you." 
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' Upon tlie retnm of Napoleon, I^fibvre ha^tcnted 
to bis side,'and consecrated liiinseir ^ncw to the 
CBoae vbiob the Emperor so gloriously advo* 
cated. 


CHAPTER LXI^ • / 

. TniUMmAI. HAnCH to FARIB. 

HonmtraWe cnmlnct of Mscdenald—Rcrcpflon at Lyons 
—Intptvjt-w with Huron nmry—Mnr!,hnT Ncy — Ap- 
]iroarliiiii; Anxerre—Attempt to moHsainate too Km- 
I*cror-Ansii'iy ot tin; Kiiipcror thnt imliloorl ^lloll^•l 
be shed—Arrival at Kuiituinelilenii—ICxtruoidiiinry 
scene ut Melun—Bntt'iing the Tuileiies—Liitliii''iiisin 
of France—The Uuvhei^ ol AiiKOu>einc—Death of 
Murat. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon of the 10th, 
NflpoleSn, with lils extraordinary cortege of sol¬ 
diers, pnasnnts, women, and children surrounding 
hira with iicclaim, waving branches in the air, 
and singing songs of jo 3 ’ and victorj', approached 
the single bridge yhich crossed the lllidno. 
General Mncdottald, who, after the abdication of 
Napoleon, had hononraldy taken the nalli of 
iidelity to the ISonrbons, was in the dischiirge i>< 
his dutj* ill command of two battalions to delcinl 
the ciitraiicft of the bridge. Hut the moment 
Naiioleoii apjieared, liis troops to a man aban¬ 
doned him. They tore down the barrieadcs, 
shouted “Vive I'Empcreur!"tiuntiltuously rushed 
into the midst of tlic imperial escort, and lilendcd 
witli tli(>m it) acclnmationa and embraces. Muc- 
dtmuld, ])erlinps afraid that hi^ own virtue would 
be uuaide to resist the contagion, for ftc lovetl 
and almost tidored the Jimpt'ror, xdimgcd his 
spurs into bis bor.se, and disaitpearcd. 

The entire population of the city, like an 
immdation, rolled along tlic (jititjs, tlic sipiare", 
and the streets, welcoming their noble r.in[ii;ror 
with Ihundcr-pe.als of ncclamation. There w'as 
no city’ in France which lui'I derived gnei'cr 
lienetit from his enlightened and profound jioliuy 
than the city' of Lyons. There was no other 
{•laco in the Empire whore diis memory w’ns 
elieri-shcd with deeper alleclion. As night dark¬ 
ened, the whole city blazed with illnminntlor^. 
Napoleon was conilncted in triumph to the 
splendid palace of the Archldvbnp of Lymns, and 
the citizen.s thcm.scives, wi:li the alFuction of 
children protecting a father, mounted guard over 
his person. He slept that niglit in the saint! 
chamber from which the Count of Artois, m de¬ 
spair, bad fled. • * 

It was about nine o’clock in t^c evening when 
the Emperor entered the palace. Ho immedi¬ 
ately sent for Baron Fleury. one of the former 
secrctnricB of his cabbet, and the foliowbg con¬ 
versation ensued 

“ Well,” said Napoleon, with a smile, “ you 
did not expect to see me again so soon ?” 

No, sire,” Fleury answtered. “ Your Majegty* 
alone is capable of causing snch surprise^” 

“ Wliat do they say of all this at Paris ?” in¬ 
quired Napoleon. “ And public opinion, hoar is 
that?” 


WITH ACCLAMATION. 

“ They are rejoiced at yottf Majesty’s return.” 
Fleury replied. “The strTtgglo between tliu 
Donrbons andithe nation bos revealed our rights, 
and engendered liberal ideas.” 

“1 know,” said tlie Emperor, “that the dis- 
oussions the Bourbons have psovoked have ditni- 
nisked the respect for* power niul enfeebled it. 
Tliere is pleasure and glory in rendering a great 
people free and happy. I never stinted Fratico • 
m glory. I will not curtail her liberty. J ijjsh 
to retain no farther power than is requmto to 
enable me to govern. Power is not ineoinpatiblo 
with liberty. On the contrary, lib.%y is iiex’er 
more entire than when power becomes well esta¬ 
blished. When weak, it is captions; when strong, 
it sleeps in tranquillity, and abandons the reins 
loose on the neck of liberty. 1 know what is 
requisite for the French. But there must be no 
lieeDtioniness, no aniirehy. Is it thought that 
we ><ball come to a battle'?" 

’ “ It is not,” Floury replied. • Tlio govern- 
incnt has not the confldenco of the soldiers.* It 
it detested even by the oflieers. AH the troops 
they may send to «pposo your Majesty will bo 
•SO many reinforcements to your cause." 

“ 1 think so too,” said the Kmperor. “And 
how will it be with the marshal-:'?'' 

“ Sire," Floury answered. “ they cannot but hn 
approhetisivo that your .'\Iiijesty will renioiiiber 
the desertion at Fontiiitiehleaii. Perhaps it 
would fic ns well to remove their fears, and per- 
.sonally to make known your Majesty's intention 
of consigning everything to uhlivion.” 

“ No," tlie Emperor replied, " 1 will not write 
to them. They would wnsidcr mo an under 
obligations. 1 will not ho ohliged to any one. 
The troops arc well disposed; tlie fleers are in 
iny favour; and if the iniirsiials wished to re- 
strain tiiem, they would ho iiurried along in the 
vortex, tlf uiy Guard I um sure* l)u what 
they will, that ctirps can never ho cornijited. 
What is Ncy doing ^ On what^terms is he with 
the King'/” 0 

“ I think he h'ls no command, ,pirc," said 
Fleury. “ I believe that he has had reason to 
complain of the court on account of his wi’V.'-'’- 

“ His wife is an afl'ceted crei n a w sf^ said Napo¬ 
leon. “No doubt tiie has attempted to play 
the part of a great lady, and the tild dowagers 
have ridiculed her. Falso tnl-s have been sjiread 
respecting my abdication. It has been said that 
Ncy boasted or having ill-treated me, and laid 
Ids pistolg pn my table. I read at Elba that 
Augereaii, when I met him, loaded me with re- 
prooehes. It is ftflse. Not one of my generals 
would have dared, in niy presence, to forget what 
was due to me. Had 1 known of the p|pclamn- 
tioD of Augereau, I would have forbidden him 
my presence* Cowards only insult inisTurtune. 
His proclamatiiin, which I was reported to lias’c 
had in my pocket, was unknown to me till after 
onr interview. Hut let us forget these things. 
What has been dope at the Tuilorics ?” 

“ They ffave altered nothing, sire. Even the 
eagles have not been removed,” said Fleury. 

Napol^n smiled, and replied, “They mast 
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hftve tbon^lit my .arrangement of tliem Admi¬ 
rable. Ai)(l the King—wlmt sort of a counte¬ 
nance has ha? Is his coin handsome V” ' 

“ Of this your Majesty may judge. Ticre is 
a twenty-five franc piece,” Fleury replied, pre¬ 
senting the piece df mon|iy to the Emperor. 

“What! they have not re-coined Louis?”'said 
Napoleon. “I am'surprised. (Turning the 
piece over.) ‘‘ He does not look as if he would 
Kttttvniihimself. But, observe, they have taken 
Hway * God protect France,' to restore their 
‘ IjOrd prei^jrve the King.’ This is as tlicy 
always were. Everything for themselves j no-! 
thing for France. Poor France! into wliat. 
hands hast thou thrust thyself? Have we any 
individuals in this vicinity who wore nearly; 
attached to my jiersori ? Make inquiry, and, 
conduct them to me. I wiali to be thoroughly 
acquainted with tlic spirit of tlie times, and with | 
tlic present st|itc of affairs. What docs Ilortenye , 
do?" I 

" Sire,” said Flenry,‘‘her hoii<o in still tlie 
resort of uli who know how to nppreeiatu wit aiiil 
clegaiK-o. The Qtioen, though without u throne,' 
is not less the object of the respect and homage 
of hH Paris." 

“ She did a very foolish thing,” rejoined the 
l'’mpcror, " in accepting from the Bourbons the 
title of duchess. She sliould have cnllrd Ler.self; 
Mtidame Botiaparlc. That mime is full as good 
Hs any other. If poor .losepliine had been alive, 
hho would have advised lur better. Was my* 
deceased wife much regretted ?” ■ 

“Yes. sire." Floury replied; "yoiir Majesty 
knows how nmeh she was honoured uti<l ad¬ 
mired by the whole I'rcnch nation." 

“ She desA’vod it," said Napviloon. “ She was 
nn excellent woman. Slie had n great deal of 
good sense. I also regretted her most sinceiely. ■ 
The day when I heard of tier death was one of 
the most unhappy of my lile. Was there public 
mourning for .her?” 


“ It is well^to know tliat,” said the Emperor. 
“ Has he sqpn my son ?’’ 

“Yes, sire," said Fleury. “I have been as¬ 
sured that he embraced btm with a tenderness 
truly p&ternal, and exclaimed, * He is a charming 
fellorf! How have I been deceived !” 

“ What did he mean by that ?’ inquired Napo¬ 
leon (A,gcrly, o 

“Tljoy say," Fleury roplidd, “that ho had 
been informed the y oung Prince was rickety 
and imbecile.” 

" W'rebdies!" exclaimed the Emperor: “ he is 
an admirable child. He gives every indication 
of' becoming a distinguished character. He will 
he ail honour to his age." • 

Napoleon remained in,Lyons four days. During 
all this time, the exultation and transport in the 
city no iangii.^ge can describe. \Vith noble 
(rankness, he spoks' to his auditors of the per¬ 
plexities and the errors of the past. 

*' I am not,” said lie, " altogether blameless 
for the misfortunes of France. I was forced on, 
by imperious circumstancef,, in the direction ol 
universal empire. Tliat idea I Lave renounced 
for ever, France reipiires rejiose. It is not am- 
hitioii which has brought me back ; it is love of 
country'. I could liave preferred the tranquillity 
of Elba to the cares of a throne had I not known 
tliat France was unhappy and stood in need of 
me. 1 hare returned to protect and defend those 
interests to which our Revolution has given 
birth ; to concur with the representatives ol' the 
nation in a family compact, which shall for ever 
preserve the liberty and the rights of Frenchmen. 
It is inv* .imbition and glory to effeet the happi¬ 
ness of the great pecple from whom 1 bold every- 
tliing." 

'I’he hours passed in Lyons were not devoted 
to rest. All the tireless energies of Napoleon’s 
mind were employed in reconstructing, upon its 
popular basis, the imperial throne. Deercu fol¬ 
io wi-d decreo with a rapidity which astounded 
his enemies, and which fanned the llame of 


“ No, sjre," iaid Floury. “ Indeed, I think popular enthusiasm. Even the roo.st envenomed 
that she would have been' ndtised the honours of Napoleon's his urians are compelled to admit 
'Wio her rank, had not the Emperor Alexander ' tlic admirable adaptation of these decrees to the 
insisted that-’^ should be accorded her. Alex- pgpnlar cause. The magistrates of the Empire 
ander generously showed himself the protector ol were restored to their posts. The tricoloured 
tfio Empress, tlio Queen. I'linca Eugene, the flag and cockade were reinstated. The vidn- 
Diiko of Vicenza, and numerous other persons of^ glorious cock of the Bourbons gave place on the 
distinction, who, but for him, would have been ; Hag-stafF to the imperial eagle. All feudal claims 
persecuted.'' " i itnd titles were suppressed, and the purchasers of 

“ You love him, it seems," said tltf Emperor, the national domains confirmed in their posaes- 
“ What is it euppoDcd the Allies will think of my sions. Thif two Chambers established by the 
retiini?” ** Bourlions were dissolved, and the people were 

“ It is thought,” Flenry answered, “that Aus- requested to .meet throughout the Empire, to 
tria wilhconnect herself with your Msjesty, and choose representatives for an extraordinary as. 
that Kds.sia will behold the disgrace of the sarobly, to .deliberate on present emergencies. 
Bourbons without regret.” ** t Those decrees gav'e almost universal satisfaction. 

“ Why soinquired the Empejor. They recognised the rights of the masses, as 

“ It is said, sire," Fleury replied, “ that Alex- opposed to the claims of the privileged orders, 
under was not pleased with tho Bourbon Princes 'And consequently now, as throughout his wbo!e 
wliile at Paris. It was thought that the predi- career, the masses surrounded Napoleon with 
lection of I.a)uis fur F.ngland, and hi8*atiributing their love and adoration, 
the regiitning of his crown to the Prince Regent, The preamble to the decree dissolving the 
uffended him." Bourbou Chambers was in the following woras t— 
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*'Considerini; tliat the Chaniier er Peers is' annonneed that the royal cause was every where 
partly composed of persons who hag^ borne arms' triumphant, that the invader was already str-pped 
azainst France, and are interested in the re-esta- of nearly ulldiis followers, and was waitderiii|c a 
blisbment of feudal rights, in the destiuction of fugitive among the niountains, where, in the 
the eqnaliSy of different classes, in the nullifica- | course of a few days, ha would certainly be imula 
t’on of the sale of the national dotnaitfs, and,' prisoner. • 

finally, in depriving the people of the rights they 1 eTho Uourhons imrisdiately made applira'ion 
have acquired, ^ fighting ror^iV!-aud*twetUy to Marshal N'ey, who was res dinz in quiet at 
years against thff enemies of their natioiwl glory;' his country seat, several mile.s from Puri-*, to join. 
Considering that the powers of the deputies | his corps and hasten to arrest the a dynne e of 
of the Legislative Body have expired, and that Xapoleon. Faithful to his trust, he pflK^iled 
the Chamber of Commons has no linger a na- without delay to Besanfon. Upon taking the 
tional character; that a porliomof the Chamher ' command, the officers told him tloft it wo dd be 
has rendered itself unworthy of confidence by impo*i8ililo to induce the soldiers to fight agahKt 
s>«sonting to the. re-establishment of feudal no-, the Ernperwr. He reviewed tlie troops. To his 
liiliry, abolished by thf popular coastitution ; in utter bewilderment, they gr< etel liiin with shouts 
having subjected h’rance to pay debts contracted of “Vivo I'Einpercnr!"—that animatiiig cry 
with foroign Powers for negotiating coalitions' which he had so often heard ringing over the 
and si^jsidizing armies agaiiilt the French pcorde; field of battle, ns he guided the eagles of France 
in giving to the Ilourbon family the title of h'pl- to vi'-tory. Every lioiir intelligence was riacli- 
timife k!nfl, thereby declaring the French peojilci 'Ing him of the snpernatnrally triHuiphaut pro- 
and its armies reAf'/s; and proclaiming, also, those gross of the Emperor. Every city and every 
cmigrnnts who, for^ve-aiid-tweiity yeurs, have •s’iilnge tbrough wiiich he passed espoused his 
w'oiindfd the vitals of thidr country, as iilono cau.se. The nation was shouting a w'clcomc. 
good Frenchmen, thus violating all the rights of' The army wnis everywhere his. The cniise of 
the p’ojile, by sanctioning the principle limitin’ the Bourlions was irrecoverably lost. 'J'lie sns- 
Kuthm ix made, for the tliroiie, not the throne for penso of tlio marshal amounted to at gnisli. Ho 
ihettniion; {afterwards said that death itself would have 

“ Wc have decreed, and do decree as follows." heeu a relief, to have reseued him Iroiii hii per- 


Tlie consummate gcniiis and tact of Nnj.oleon 
were peculiarly conspicuous in llieso decrees, 
wiiicli created confidence, dispelled apprehend 
siuns, coufirinrcl attachments, and inspired the 
people and the army w’ith boundless e^luisl.ihiii. 
Napoleon still appeared, as ever, the dauntless 
champion of equality and ^jopular rights. 

Baron Fleury, w'ho was an eye-witness of these 
scones, says, “Though 1 have more than once 
witnessed popular display.s of enthusiasm and in- 
farijution. yet never did I behold anything com¬ 
parable to the joy and tenderness that bur.sc 
from tho Lyonose. Not only the quays and 
squares near the palace of the Emperor, but tho 
most distant afreets, rang w^h perfictuul accla- 
mationa. Workmen and their masters, the com- 
tnon people and citizens, rumbled ahoiit tho city 
arm-in-arm, singing, dancing, and abandorftng 
themselves to tlie impulse of the most ardent 
gaiety. Strangers stopped oi)e another, shook 
hands, enibracod, and ofiTered congratulations 
on the return of the Emperor. The National 
Guard, who could not help feeling affected 
by the confidence Napolgon hadsdisplayed by 
intrusting to it the cure of his person, partici¬ 
pated in the general intoxiciftion. The day of 
his departure was that of sorrow to the city, as 
that of his arrivM had proved the signal of un¬ 
feigned festivity.’' • 

While these scenes were transpiring, the 
Bourbons had promulgated au ordinance against 
.“the miserable adventurer and his ban<^"*ln 
which Napoleon was denounced as an outlaw, 
and a price set upon hu bead, and alf his abet¬ 
tors were declar^ rebels. When Napoleiyi wa« 
triumphantly entering flrcnoble, the Mmiteur 


plc.xily. Ho tlioiight of Krasnuc, where Na{Mi- 
Icoii, Vitli iiiit ten tlion-iiiid men, rushed upon 
the batteric. of eighty thousand troops, to fight 
his way back into the wilds of Uiissia, that he 
might rosciio his loved companion in arms. In 
the torture of his hu>-[>crme, he rcast-ernblcd his 
gonerals in council. “ What can I do?''lie ex¬ 
claimed. “ It is i[npo>.sil)le, for me to stop the 
wiite.rs of the occiiti with the pali^of iny hand." 

The officers, without lieHitation, assured him 
that the attempt lo ofiposc Napoleon was Inqie 
l?ss. The temptation was too strong for ordinary 
human virtue to resist. History recorils, wiili 
weeping eyes, thafN-y fell itiTo^ishoijour. He 
proved fiiithless to tho triJ.st which lie had al¬ 
lowed himself to assume, and thus affixed to bis 
name a atizma which must lor cv'T n main , ju 
eir.iced. Every generous lieij^^KiU cont'-riipluti! 
bis fall with grief jnd compaxsion. Yie'diiig to 
the universal impulse, he issued the f'ollowuig 
proclotnaiion to bi.s troops; — 

"Soldiers! fflrn ciiu-e of the Bourlions is for 
ever lost. The Icgiiimafe dynasty, whi'-h tin* 
French jiiwion has adopted, is about to reascetid 
tho throne. It is to the Emperor Napoleon, our 
sovereign, that fhe sole right of reigning ovi-r 
our lieiiiitiful country belongs. Liberty is at last 
triumphant, and Napoleon, our augui%Empflror, 
is about to consolidate it for ever. Soldiers! I 
have often led you to victory. 1 am now about 
to lead you lb that immortal ])liakiix which the 
Emperor Napoleon is cqpductiiig to Baris, where 
it will lie in a few days, and then our hope and 
b8ppine.s| will .be for ever realized. * Vivo 
rLnpereur.’" 

The excitement of Uie troops during the read* 
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ing of this proclamaUon was irrcpresfciblo. All tions for bis pil-sonal safetj seemed to be neces- 
discipline was, for ^ moment, at iin end, while sary. He rpde along, in advance of bis troops, 
prolonged shouts of “Vive I'Empereurl” bfarst accompanied by a few friends, and with hardly 
irom the tumultuous ranks. the semblance of guards or attendants. 

On the 13th of March, the very day on which A fe^^* hours after his arrival at Anxerre, he 
this proclamation was issued, Napoleon left Lyons, met bfurshol Ncy. Napoleon, who cherished the 
to continue his progress tot. ards Paris. A count- nicest sense of honour, had sent'to the marshal, 
less multitude were assembled to witnots his before Lo kntw that he had abandoned the Bonr- 
di'parturo. Stepping upon a balcony, ho thus boos, Up decrees which he had»iHsued at Lyons. 
' add resse d them“ Napoleon sent him," says Lamartine, “.no 
“•EJTjiliese! At the moment of quitting ynnr other communication; for, believing in liis 
city to repair to my capital, I feel impelled to honour, bd did not insult his fidelity by pro- 
innke knnwif to you the sentiments with wliicb pfwing to him to«betray his duty toward.s his new 
3 ’our conduct has inspired me. You always masters, the Bourbon.s.'’ 

ranked foremost in 103 ' alTections.' You Imvc The inarslial, os he presented htmselfbeforcthe 
uniformly displayed the sumo attiichinent, whetlier Emperor, was much cotifufrd. He remembered his 
1 have been on the throne or in exile. The lofty apparently unfeeling desertion of the Emperor at 
character which disliiigiii.slies 3011 merits my Eoutaineblcau. His present po.sitiun was bewil- 
cordiul esteem. At a period of greater trun- dcring andcnibarra»>iiigiTi thce.xtreroe. He had 
<{uil)ity, 1 shall return to con'.ider the welfare of been untrue to the interests of the llourhons, to 
your mnnutaeti/'cs and of your cit 3 '. i.< 3 ’OueBCwhom lie had sworn allegiance. And 3 ct ho felt 
I love you.” that he had been true to his country. It was a 

Tlioso tman'ccted words, the sincere ntteranco period of revolution and of ^‘touncling changc.s. 
of a glowing lieart, touched, the fountains of The marshal was a brave soldier, hut not a niuii 
feeling. 'J'liousauds of cyc.s were Hooded, and of clear and discriminating views in nice qnes- 
voices tremulous wilh emotion shouted adieu, tioiis of morals. nii instinct roproachcl 

Napoleon pressed on that night aboiU twenty-live liiui, and ho was cxceedingl 3 ' troubled and tin- 
miles to Villefranche, where he slcjit. The next happy. He began to oiler some just iliention for 
day, onfstripidng liis army, ho advanced some his uuceremoniou.s departure at Fontainebleau, 
sixty miles furtber, pa-wing AIucoii, to (’hiilons. but Napoleon, generously forgetful of all, grasped 
Hu was hero traversing one of the most deiisely’- his linnd, and said— 

populated regions of France. The roar! sides “ hinibracc me. my dear Ncy. I nm glad to 
were thronged. Triumphal "nrclic.s spanned the see you. I want no explanation.^. Illy arms are 
village street^. One t'ontinnons roar 01 acclaim ever open to receive 3011 , for to me yon are still 
nccoiiipaiiied him all the wh}’. Napoleon entered the hraveol of the brave.” 
tHu'iloiis in the midst of n cold and drenching “ Sire.” said Nev, “the newspapers have told 
storm. Stiil, nearly tlio whole popuiaiii'ti i.ssucd many untruths, M 3 - conduct has always been 
from the gates' lo meet and welcome tlu-ir be- that of a good soldier and a true Frenchman, 
loved Emperor, He was Mir[>ri.scd to .sec several Your Majesty may always depend on me wlicn 
JirtiJIery picees and :unnnmilioti-wnggons ap- my country is eoiiceriu d. It is for 1113 -country 
proaching. “The 3 'were sent by the iJonrbons,” I liiivo shed my blood. I love 3 ’ou, sire, but I 
said iho populace, “ to oppo.^e yon; but wc have love m 3 ' comitrx’ hbovo all.” 
taken them, nnji offer them to '3011 as a present.” *‘I never doubted your attachment to me,” 
In receiving tne congratulat ions of tlie atulio- Napoleon replied, “ or to 3 onr coimtr\'. It is also 
rilies, he said, in the Course of the convcr!>.atlon— iovo of country wli</ h brings mo to France. I 
court, it is true, was snperb. 1 was an ad- | learned tliat our country was unhappy, and I 
Toente for majp.)ilicciicc, but not as regarded my- \ caine to deliver it from the envgrants and from 
self. A plain soldier's coat was good ('iiongh fur , tin*I’.ourbons. J shall be in rari.-i, witliout doubt, 
me. I was fond of nnignificeuec because it gave ' by the 20tii or ll.'nii. Do 3011 think that the 
encourngeincnt to our manuraetiires. Without' Uoyali.sts will attempt to defend themselves?" 
mngnilicunce there can be no industry. I have j *' 1 do not think, sire, that they will," Ncy ro* 
abolished, at Lyons, all the pnrcl.iiicnt nobility, i plied. 

Nobility is a chimera. Men are too enlightened “ I have received despatches,’’continued Napo- 
to believe that some among them arc bom noble, Icon, “ this morning fiam Paris, The pat riots cx- 
and others not. The only distiuetion is that of peet me with impatience, and are on tlie point of 
talents and services rcndi red to the state. Our rising. I am afraid of tome quarrel taking place 
laws know of no other," between them and the Royalists. 1 would not, 

On the*.5th ho wont tliirty mile.s farther, to for the world, that my return should be stained 
Autun, and on the Itith drove I'.ixty miles, to by a single drop of blood. Write to your friends, 
Avalon, encountering congratulHtioi|s and grati- and say that I shall arrive without tiring a single 
tilde every step of his way. The opposition to tnu&ket. Let all unite to prevent the ctfusion of 
him was so exceedingly small that it was nowhere bbod- Our triumph should be as pure as thoi 
visible. On tbe 17th he continued his journey, cause we advocate.” 

in a simple open barouche, twenty-five miles The Royalists entered into many plots to 
further, to Auxerre. The people were so nniver- assassinate tljc Emperor on the way’. The vigi- 
aally euthusinstic in Igs favour, that no precau- luuee of Napoleon's friends, however, protected 
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Iiim. He seemed lumselF to havelto thouglit of alighted, and addressed them in a tone of sincora 
danger, but plung'^d, without reserjp, into the and parental aiffetioii, wliiclli\*clouMi-d their cu- 
raidst of the crowds who continually surrounded thu4asm. Dijving rapidly tlirongh the night, 
him. In reference to these plots against his life, he arrived at four o'clock iu tlie iiioniing at Koit- 
he said to Raron Fleury— * tninobleau. He was cautioned iigaint-t i xpo-ing 

‘I cannot conceive how men, liaitle to fhlling himself so recklessly, since it»was roporicd tlitir. 
into niy itands, can be incessantly urging iny twtatltousnnd of the King's troops were Ktatiimcil 
assassination, and setting a price wp^n tn.isbead. in tlie forest. Hostrangeljireplied,pointing «iil> 
Had I been desii^us ot getting rid of t4em by < bis finger to the heavens, “Our fate is writlciion 
sknilar means, they would long ago liavo been higli! ” 

mingled with the dust. Like them, I could liave He immediately, in silence and thoiiglisWrtnss, 
found such assassins ns Georges, HrtRart, and wandered through the gnrdi ii. then oiiM lopMl in 
Maiihreuil. Twenty times, if I dtad so wished, I the shades of night, wlncli had boeitj^lio "i-ono of 
pel'ons would have brought the Bourbon princes | bis almost more limn mortal agony in ihe Inmiv 
bound hand and Jpot, dead or alive; but I have | of his desertvni and his forced abdicnt^iii. lie 
uniformly despised tbe^ utrocion.s plots. My | then visited the library, where he had p!is«i*d 
blood, however, boils when i think that they j tunny hours with Josc[>liiiic, and had conceived 
have dared to proscribe as outlaws, without a | so iiinn> plans for tlic promotion of the grandeur 
trial, thousands of Frenchmiiir who arc marching ' of I'miice. He then retired to the same little 
with IIS. Is this known to the army?” | clniiiilier, in an angle of the castle, which not a 

“Yes, sire," Baron Fleury r.'plied ; “aomo'j^'iir before had witnessed the ^iguish of hi.s 
persons liave had the irnprmlciice to infonn tin*' ov r lirow, and, casting himself upon n couch, 
wddiers that ae were nil proclaimed outlaws, and , tudidjcil in a few hours of repose, 
that somo of the Kiiiir’.s body guard and other While tlie, Kinpeyir was entering tlic forest of 
Royalists have s"t out to assassinate you. Tlie Foiituiiudileaii, J.onis .WHII., dismayed hv the 
troops liave, therefore, sworn to give iu> qinirter." «-nth’iciasni with wliieli all Frariee was grratiiig 
“Thisis bad, very bad,'’exeliiiiii(;d Napoleon ; 1 Napoleon, entered his eitrriage and fled, to seek 
“ I cannot permit it. It is my ardent wish timt i iigain the aid of those hnnded despots who, 
wot one drop of Freiieli blood may bo shed, and , with Ini^oncts dripping with blond, had plaecd 
that not a single gnu bo lired. The soldiers must j him on his throne. Again he implored tliw 
bo restrained.” jt'ninWof Kuropo to send their armies to iriiiii- 


Ilo irninediately dictated the following de¬ 
spatch to (ieiier:il Girard, who had command of 
the advnnoc gnard:— 

“1 am informed tliat your troops, be/Tig made 
acqiiiiiiited with the deerntfs of Baris, liave re¬ 
solved, by w.sy of reprisals, to murder all the 
lloynlists tlii-y meet. Yon will encounter none 
but Frenelinien. 1 forbid you to fire a single, 
nui'ket. t'alm your soldiers, t'ontradiet the 
reports by which they arc exaspeniied. Tell 
them that I will not enter Paris at their head 
if their weapons he stained with French blood.” 

To General ('ambronne bo wrote:— 

“To yon I intrust tiiy noblest campaign. All 
Frenchmen expect me with inlliatiericc. Yi^ii 
will every when' find friend.s. Do not fire a single ; 
innsket. I will not have my crown cost the 
French one drop of blood.” * 

On tbe lOth be continued his route towards 
Fontaint*bleau, which was distant about seventy- j 
five miles from Anxerre. ^apoleoif travelled in 
an open barouche, aeeumpaniod only by the car¬ 
riage of General Droiiot, which preceded him, and 
that of Baron Fleury, which followci), A few 
Polish lancers galloped by the sides of the car¬ 
riages. His army followed, several Hours' nofU'cb 
behind. He met, advancing in strong array, the 
dragoons of the King's regiment. They had 
abandoned their Bourbon officers, and, mounting 
the tricolourcd cockade and unfurling tfae^ri- 
colnnred banner, with exultant music alid shouts 
of “Vive 1 f^inperBiirl'’ were hastenuig to ^eet 
their icgiiimatcly-elected sovereign. Napoleon 


date Franco with tlie liormrs of fire and tlio 
sword. This was eflngcriial work for ItiiSMu, 
iViissia, Rnd Austria, the bandit Powers of 
ICiiropc. Tliey liad learned to trample popular 
riglits beneath an iron lioof, us Uiey had swept 
the whirlwind of war over Hungary and I'o- 
iiind. But the cheek tingles witl! indigimtinn 
and shame in cnntcinplating constitiitiniml and 
liberty-loving England dragged by Lor aristo¬ 
cracy into an outrage so iiil'amoiis. 

About the middle of tlic day Napoleon again 
entered his earring^ and set out fbr Paris. And 
now einiii'd perbajis the most nfarvellous seeno 
of this whole iinjiaralleled enterprise. ’At Melim, 
about half-way bi-twi’cn Fontiiinehleau and Paris, 
the Hourbons Inid decided Uimajcc their'’bi'>t 
att-mpt to arrest tlie pmgrt/^ <7i this one iiii- 
armed matt. Tbe iimiiber of Nntioiml Guards, 
toluiiteers, and otiier troop*. asseniliJed at this 
place amoiinU'd to nearly one biiiulrcd tboinaim. 
The royal arm.'jbwas dr.iwii uji in ilirec litn>, iln- 
intcrval and flanks being urine-d with liatteiie^, 
while tin* cHiitrc, in great force, blocked up tlm 
passage to Paris. , Tbe Duke de Berri had Ooiii- 
mand of tliis force. In appmaeliiiig Melmi fmm 
Foataineblc.iu, one eiri- rges from a forest upon 
tbe brow of a long declivity, where tlm#pectator 
has a clear vi»w of the country before him, 
while those* below can easily discern any one 
who appears Upon the eminence. 

Napoleon, entering hi* carriage lilce a private 
citizen, and witli no army to accompany liiin, 
eepicut to «ieet this formidabio array. Profound 
silence reigned throiigliont tlie Bonrbon army, 
iuteiruptcd only by the music of the martial 
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fcandf, as tliey endnavonred, by plaA inn the idrs 
of the ancient mcuarchy, to rouse enthnsjasm. 
At length, abont noon, a ligbe trampling of 
horses was heard, and a single open currmge, 
followed by a few horsemen, emerged from the 
trees, and rapidly deccended the bill. Soon the 
soldiers discerned the siflnll cocked hat and grey 
surtout of their beioved Emperor. A simul- 
t'lneous sound passed over the m'ghty host, like 
t he sig hing of the wind; then all .again was 
br^iAilWss silence. 'J'he carriage rapidly ap- 
fronclied. Napoleon was now seen standing in 
tlie carrin^jl, uncovered, with his arms extended 
as if to embrace las children. The pent'Up Hood 
of love and enthusiasm immeHiattfly burst all 
hounds. Shouts of “ Vive rKmpereiir! ’ re- 
flomided, like peals of tliundrr, from rank to 
rank. At that moment the Emperor's (luard 
appeared upon the brow of the iiill. They 
waved their eagles, and the band struck up the 
Imperial March. 

All discipline was now at an end. The poldicrs 
broke their ranks, and rushed tnmnltiinnsly t0- 
wnrds their Emperor. NapeVon eagi-rly leaped 
from his carriage, and received them to his arms. 
The soldiers embraced as brotliers, in the ni'dct 
of nnivcrsal shouts and tears. The Uonrhon 
oHlcers, in dismay, with a few hundred cavaliers 
<il the King's household, put spurs to their horses 
and lied. Tlie Emperor now continued his pro¬ 
gress towards I’aris, accompanied by a'host of 
soldiers and citizens which could not he numbered. 

I'rcsnng rapidly on, in advance of tlie hands 
who followed him. about nine o'clock iin the even¬ 
ing ho entered Paris. A few cavaliers Riirrounded 
Ilia carriage, bearing torches. The streets were 
thronged with excited multitudes, greeting him 
with acclamiitions. Crossing the bridge of t'on> 
oonle, and dashing at full g.sllop along the quay 
of the Tuiledes, ho entered the court-yard of the 
palace by tlie arched gallery of the Eoiirre. 
Ilere he found himself surrounded by a vast con¬ 
course of devqfed'friends, almost frantic with joy. 
“The moment that the carriage stopped,'' says 
Alison, “hi wasseized by those next thedoor, borne 
i^t in their arms, amid deafening cheers, through 
a dense and Jupjiiapt crowd of epaulettes, burned 
iiternlly above tEie heads pf the throng up the 
great staircase into the saloon of re.ception. where 
a splendid array of tiio ladies of the imperial 
court, adorned with a profusion of violet bouquets 
iiulf concealed in the richest lac^s, received him 
with transports, and imprinted fervopt kisses on 
Lis cheeks, his hands, and even his dresS. Never 
WAS such a scene witnessed in ^history.'’ 

Thus had Napoleon marched, in twenty days, 
seven hundred miles through the heart of France, 
and had^ agaiu entered in triumph the imperial 
apartmcritii of the Tuileries. Bouiviless enthu- 
aiasm, from citizens and soldiers^ in cities and 
villages, had greeted him during every step of the 
way. He hiA found db occasion to fire a single 
musket or to draw a sword. Alone and unarmed, 
he had invaded a kingdom of*thirty*hiillion8 of 
inhabitants. A bloodless conqueror, he had van- 
Quishod all the armies sent to oppose him, and 


[1813. 

had, simply l^the magic power of that love with 
which Fratice cherished his memory, driven the 
Bourbon usurpers from the throne. Was there 
ever such an invasion, such a contjuest as this 
before? Will there ever be agniif? A more 
empHatio vote in favour of a sovereign could by 
no possibility be given. A more legitimate title 
to thfi thrOTie'’thun this unanimous voice of a 
uatiouSno monarcli ever enjo/ed. And yet the 
Allies immediately poured an army of a,miilion 
of foreigners into France, to drive from the throne 
this sov^'eign enshrined in a nation's love, and 
to force again the detested Bourbons upon an en¬ 
slaved people. And in the perpetration of this 
higli-hauded deed of infamy, they had the unpar¬ 
donable efirontery to aiwert that they were con¬ 
tending for the liberties of tlie people agait.st tbo 
tyranny of a usurper. There was a ^grce of 
ignobleness in tllis dishonourable assumption 
which no language can condemn in sufficiently 
indignant terms. They, however, accomplished 
their purpose, and there are thousands of voices 
who still echo their infamoys cry, that Napoleon 
was a “usurper.'* 

This triumphal journey of Napoleon from 
Cannes to Paris exhibits by far the most re¬ 
markable instance the world has ever witnessed 
of the power exercised over human hearts by 
one mighty mind. Napoleon was armed with 
tlie panoply of popular righ's. He had returned ‘ 
to France to break down the reconstiuoted for¬ 
tresses of despotism, and to rescue the people 
from their oppressors. The heart of France heal 
sympathetically with his own. In view of such 
achievefhents, almost too marvellous for the 
dreams of fancy, ve con hardly wonder that 
Lamartine ehould say that, ns a man, ‘*Napo. 
leon was the greatest oT the creations of God.” 

The Emperor, notwithstanding the Bourbons 
had set a price upon his head, issued spec'al 
ordcra that they should not be molested ; that 
they should be permitted to retire without injury 
or insult. He could with perfect case have taken 
them prisoners, and then, in po.sseasion of their 
persons, he coiiid'iiave compelled the Allies to 
reasonable terms. But his extraordinary mag- 
nfinlmity prohibited him from pursuing such a 
course. Louis XVIII., accompanied by a fune¬ 
real procesuou of carriages, containing members 
of his family. Ms ministers, and the returned 
emigrants, trembling and in dismay, retired to 
Lille, ou the northern frontier of France. The 
inhabitants of the departments through which 
he passed tazed siMntly and compassionately 
upon the infirm ^Id man, and uttered no wwd of 
reproach. But as soon as the cor/c^e had passel, 
the tricoloured banner was run up on steeple 
and turret, ^nd the air resounded inth shouts of 
** Vive I'Emperenr!’’ There were powerful divi¬ 
sions of the army distributed throngh the for- 
tresiS) of the north; but the moment they heuri 
8r the landing of Napoleon, they mounted the 
tricolonred cockade, and impatiently 4emanded 
to be led'to his succour. 

Tfie Bourbons were well towers that they bad 
nothing to bope'ifom themasseaof the-peopM, 
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Tbeir only streogth lay in the careled nobility 
anf in the beyonete of their aoldi^a. For a 
year they had been attempting, by dUhnnding 
old troops and organizing new battalions, and 
by placing hi command tlikir picked frieUds, to 
constitute a band which wonid be pledged for 
their support. But love fur Napoleon wus a 
principle too strongly implanted ife tf e hearts of 
all the common pfople of France to be it any 
way*effaced. Notwithstanding the prayers and 
the tears of the Bourbon officers, the soldiers 
unhesitatingly, tumultnously, cnthuilasticuUy 
turned to the undisputed inonasch of popular 
suffrage. The King sought an asylum in the 
Netherlands. Thajj;oTermncDt of Holland coldly 
assigned him a retreat Ghent, a silent and 
deserted town of aristocratic memories and of 
decaye^randeur. 

The Duchess of Angouli me, tlie unfortunate 
daughter of Maria Antoinette, was at Bordeaux. 

Her long imprisonment in the Temple, and her j by the Congress of the Allies ^ 
dreadful sufferings, had moved the sympathies of the liitb, declaring Napoleon ana his friends 
every generous heart. She was in a city of one ! qgtiaws, whom any one mi^bt shoot. Nnpo- 
hnndred thousand innabitants, and surrounded ! loon, declining to dij|honoar himself by engaging 
by an army of ten thousand men. Ueuringof jin this iiifaiuous war of assassination, wrote tlie 
the landing of Napoleon, she immediately ordered ' following letter to General Grouchy, who 4ield 
the officers to lead the army to crush the aiida*! the duke a prisoner t— 


banner was ran up upon battlement, spire, and 
turret, and shouts of “Vivef 1 Emp'reurro- 
Boundbd tlirougli the emancipated streets. When 
Napoleon heard o( the heroic conduct of this 
priucesB, whose whole life, from the cradle to 
the grave, was an unceasing xouitict with ntis- 
fortiyie and woe, he exetumca, “ Slit it tht o»(,y 
iHOR of her race.” , , 

Her husband, the Duke d’Angoulcme, son nf 
Charles X., on the 10th of Mardi had Icit Bor. 
deaux with thirteen thousand troops, 
reconquer Lyons and Grenoble. But the people 
rang the tocsin, and rallied ds vol^gteers I'roiii 
hill and valley, from peasant's hut and work.- 
tnans shop. .The soldiers under the duke went 
over to their brethren, shouting “ Vive l‘Eni)>o 
reurP The Duke d'Angoulcme was taken 
captive. 

The Bourbons, on the Hth of March, bad 
published au ordinance, which was roiteratHcl 
by the Congress of the Allies Vienna, on 


cious adventurer. They returned to her with the 
announcement that the soldieis declared that 
they would not march against the Emperor. 

With thef heroism of her grandmother, Maria 

Theresa, she descended to the barracks, foniicd LLnu_i., ...» a . i..,* .. 

the soldiere in a hollow square around her, Kud, j whilh bid’llducEd me 


“ The ordinance of the King, of the- Otli of 
March, and the convention signed at Vienna, 
would yarrant me to treat the Duke d'Angmi- 
leine as this ordinance and this declaration would 


with tears and sobs, harangued them. Tlie souls 
of tlte soldiers wire moved. They wisre mute 
with respect and compaxsiog. They would nut 
insult a noble and an unibrtunatc woman. Ibit 
they loved the independem-o of France, and the 
right of choosing their own ronnarch, and of 
adopting their own national policy. Silence 
was their only respimse to the affecting appeal 
She then endeavoured to raise some volunteers. 

Those of you,” said she, “ who are willing to 
be faithful to your honour and your King, come 
out from your rankc and say 
Not a man moved. A few efficers, however, 
raised their swords, as if offering them to her de* 
fence. The duchess counted them, and said, 
sadly and in despair, “ Yon are very few.” She 
then exclaimed mdignanUy— • 

“ O God I after twenty years of calamity, how 
hard it is to be again expatriated 1 I have never 
ceased to offer up prayers for the welfare of my 
oountry, for I am a FreochwonAo. But ye 
are do longer Frenchmen. Go: rethra from my 
eight.*' * 

One single voice replied, ** We answer nothing. 
We koow how to resii^ mjsfortnne." 

The duchesa immMiately gave orders for her 
departure. Aoconmanied by the roll of dmma, 
rite repassed the frowning batteries of the fort, 
find, with a heart tom ^ the keenest emotbnat 
embarked on board an English sloop of warTud 
was conveyed to Ltmdon. Erom Umndk die woa 
aent in an^er ahip to job bar frienda at I 

IfflBediately upon bar departtoe dw tricoloured, 


vcriiig in /he resolution which had induced me 
to order that the members of tlie Bourbon family 
I might freely depart from France, my wi^U i-*, 
.that the Duke d’Angoulcme be Cimducted to 
' Cette, where he shall be embarked, and tbiit 
you watch over hie safety, and protect him frotii 
Ultreatment. You will only be careful to ker|s 
the funds which have been twen frcMpn tlie public 
treasury, and to demand of the Duke d'Aitgou- 
Icmc bis promise t^estore the.crown dianiotids,. 
which are the property of the natjga.” 

Queen llortenee and her two children, one ot 
them the present Emperor of the French, were 
at the TuUeries to welcome Napoleon. llorteoMi 


! Napo leon. tiorteoMi 
ugflfcf'Were cheriabed 


and her noble brother, £ug 
with tender affectioif by their illustrious father. 
Napoleon devoted a-few moments to the full (low 
of joy and affection. He then, with bis ac. 
customed energy—an energy which ever aro^d 
those around him —devoted the rest of the niglt 
to expedftifig orders, re-emngbg the govern* 
meiit, and compo^ng hh cabinet. 

“ When engagm m mental occupation,'' saya 
Caalainconrt, “ be nrither felt fatigue nor toe 
want of deep. He used to say that tmmty.twoi 
hours out of tt 9 Dty*four ought to be oMuIly 
employed.” 

At nine o’luock the next morning, the gatdeik 
of the court, yard, the stasreases, and the saloonei 
were tbroagM by multitudes, b Hie ddirtub ot 
cxqitemen* and ^oy. The Emperor was 8re« 
qoently caBed for, and oocabbnaUy mgde hi* 
appearance at the wbdow, when lie wgs re> 
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ceived with frantic DcclamationB and clapping of 
hands. The (mnldiers of Elba, who in twenty 
days had mairaed seven, hundred tniles, ai^ved 
during the night, and bivouacked in tlie court 
of the Tuiieriee, where but a few months before 
hostile battalions* had shouted their insulting 
triumphs, and had enciftled with their bayonets 
the usurping Bourbons. Every moment regi¬ 
ments from a distance were marching into Paris 
with unfurled banners and eaiiUunt mutic, till 
tMnMMo neighbourhood of the palace was 
<K)vered v^ith troops. As these devoted .bnnds 
successively^arrived, they were received by citi¬ 
zens and soldiers with shouts of welcome, which 
reverberated long and loud through the streets 
«f the metropolis. 

At twelve o'clock, the Emperor, attended by 
an immense retinue of stnff-olBcer.-i, descended 
the great stairs of tho Tuileries to review the 
troops. As he rode along the lines, a burst of 
enthusiasm greeted him which it is impossible 
to describe. lie answered with sniilos, with an 
airectionato nod of the head, and occasional};’ 
with those rosdy words eve' at his command, 
and which never failed to arouse the enthusiasm 
of tlmso to whom they wore addressed. 

The Old Guard of Napoleon, now bivouacking 
ij tile metropolis, occasionally threw out bitter 
taunts against tho National Guard of Paris for 
surrendering so proniptly to the Allies. Napo¬ 
leon enjoined upon his grenadiers to keep^silence 
upon tiiat point. To obliterate all traces of un-. 
kindness, and to cement tfieir friendship, ho re- 
s{uested the Imperial Guard to invite the national 
troops to a dinner. This festive occasion as¬ 
sembled fifleeri thousand soldiers in the Champ 
Je Mars. At the close of tho joyous repast, the 
whole multifttde of soldiers, accompanied by n 
vast concourse of the citizeus of Paris, priK^eedod 
to the Tuil^ics, bearing the bust of Napoleon, 
crowned wirii laurel. After saluting the Em¬ 
peror with reiterated acclmnations, they n‘])atred 
to tho Place Veit^dme, iuteif&ing to replace the 
statue npon tuat proud inonumcut from which 
the' Allies'had torn it down, Napoleou inter- 
rjpted tho work, saying nobly— 

“ It is no t^t the close of a banquet that my 
imago is again {i^soend t^o column; that is a 
<lueBtion (or the nation to decide.” 

The nation has decided the question. The 
statue of the Emperor, at the bidding of united 
France, ag^ crowns that miycs^o shaft. Every 
evening, martial bauds, at the foot of tho monu¬ 
ment, m those strwns which were w8nt to thrill 
the soul of Napoleon, salute d^he imago of the 
most beloved monardi earth has ever known. 
And now, after the lapse of forty years, upon 
his birtCday, loving hearts still encircle his 
statue with their annual tribuiB o^ garlands of 
(lowers. ^ 

There are, however, some who can speak con- 
(emptuonsly of NapoleMi Bonaparte. They are 
to l>e pitied rather than blamed. Some persons 
cannot discern difference of oolban; ethers can¬ 
not perceive discord or harmemy; and there are 
those who are indopable of appr^iating grandeur 


of c/mroefar.^ They are not to be judged harshly. 
It is their ^efortune. 

It will be remembered that Murat, in order to 
save his crown, had joined the Alliee and turned 
his arms against Napoleon. He hkd not sup¬ 
posed it possible that the Allies, whom Napoleon 
had so often treated magnanimously in the boor 
of viftory, O’Ofild proceed to such iengtiis as to 
deposec the Emperor. The Impulsive King of 
Naples found his alliance with the feudal despots 
utterly uncongenial. His energies were para¬ 
lysed 08 Ka drew bis sword against his old <x>m- 
paniona in arras. As blow a&r blow, from tho 
multitudinous and unrelenting enemy, fell upon 
the doomed Emperor, remorso* begun to agitate 
tho bosom of Murat c Wlien Napoleon was 
struggling, in tho torrifio campaign of Paris, 
agaiust a million of invaders, tho King of Naples 
was hesitating between his apparent interest and 
a desire to return to heroic duty. On the even¬ 
ing of the 13th of April, two days after Napo¬ 
leon's abdication at Fontainebleau, Murat was 
walking thoughtfully nnd^sadly in tlic garden 
of his country seat lie was freely unbo'-oming 
his perplexities and his anguish to (ieucrut 
Colctta. A courier arrived and placed a note in 
his hands. Ho read it in silence, turned pale, 
and seemed struck ns by a thunderbolt Then, 
pacing rapidly backward and forward for n mo¬ 
ment, he again stopped, gazed iutcusely u}iou 
the ground, turned, and seemed uttdriv bewil¬ 
dered. General Coletta and several officers of 
his suite, astonished at the strange appearance 
of the King, gatiicrcd around him. With uu 
expression of indescribable wildness and anguish, 
he fixed his eyes upon them, atid said— 

“ Gentlemen, Paris has capitulated. The £/«- 
jKnir is dethroned and a cnplioe.” 

The fearless warrior could say no more. Bury¬ 
ing his face in his hands, he burst into a flood of 
tears. All the memory of the pa.st came rushing 
upon him, aud he sobbed like a child, llis 
irrepressible emotion overcame the whole group, 
and every eye was dimmed. 

Tiro Allies, wMi characteristic perfidy, de¬ 
frauded poor Murat of the wages of his treu- 
cl^ery. Tho Bourbons of France immediately 
determined, at every sacrifice, in order to 
strengthen the principle of legitimacy, to de¬ 
throne Murat, and to effect the restoration of 
tiio Bourbons of Naples. Tho Allies never al¬ 
lowed any treaties which tiiey had rigned with 
the popular party to stand in the way of their 
enterprises. '^Upon tke pretext that Murat had 
joined them mer^y to subserve bis own interests, 
and that he had rendered them hut littla as¬ 
sistance, England, France, and Austria, at the 
Congress of, Vienna, entered into a secret con¬ 
vention for his expulsion from Naples, and for 
the restoration of the imbecile Ferdinand and bis 
infamous Queen. Thiu they refused to pay 
die'r dupe even his poor thirty pieces of silvw. 

Munttf tremMing in antimpation of the ap- 
proaoliing storm, was, on the evening of the ith 
of March, snrronnded by fab generals and friends 
in the Queeu'a drawing-room, when a messenger 
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brought him the intelligenoe of thj Emperor's 
iRtiding at Cannes, and of ids march npon P^s. 
The countenance of the King became radimt 
with joy. New hope dawned upon him.* With 
characteristic imprudence, he resolved imme¬ 
diately, without any advices from the Emperor, 
to make an attack upon the AIMbb^ Heehoped 
that the promptness of his zeal womd some 
atonement for past defection. Deaf to all re¬ 
monstrances, and as impetuous as when making 
a cavalry charge, he said to his ministirs— 

“ Italy waits only for a signal* and a man. I 
have eighty thousand soldiers inured to war, and 
a powerful provincial militia. All the countries 
wjishod by the Po^nvitaa liberator. The gene¬ 
rals of the old army or Eugine at Milan, and 
those of Piedmont, write me word that they jire 
ready fb revolt, *and, beneath the tricoloured 
banner, to form the league of Italian indepen¬ 
dence. The Congress at Vienna has dissatislled 
all people, on both sides the Apennines; Genoa 
is indignant, Venic^ is liuniblcd. Piedmont, 
thrown back into the shivery of the priests and 
nobles, struggles beneath the double yoke im¬ 
posed upon it. The Milanese murmur deep and 
loud at their subjection to the old slavery of 
Austria and Uotiie. Its provinces are falling 
again under that sacerdotal tyranny which lio- 
sots while it enchains a people who bad been for 
a momenyirce." 

In vain it was represented to him that he 
could make no eifectaal headway against the 
million of soldiers whom the Allies had under 
arms. Had ho waited until the proper monipnt, 
he inigbr, aided by the ji|^icious counsel and 
co-operation of the Emperor, have accomplished 
great results. But, with characteristic during, 
bo made a premature and a headlong charge, and 
was overwhelmed with numbers, ilia army was 
exit to pieces. Murat, in his despair, sought 
death in the midst of the bullets, but could not 
find it. “Death,** he exclaimed indignantly, 
** will not touch me.” lie returned, a fugitive, 
to his palace, threw his arms i^found the neck of 
his wife, and, yielding himself to uncoutroUablo 
emotion, exclaimed— 

** All is lost, Caroline!” 

” No," replied the Queen, in tho lofij spirit of 
her imperial brother, “ all is nqt lost. We still 
preserve our bonoitf, and constancy remains to 
us in adversity.” 

As^ Napoleon, in the pestest triumph, wai 
entering Paris, Murat, in^diagnisig and in A 
fisherman's boat, was escaping from Naples. Bo 
reached France. The speedy dkerthrow of Na> 
poleon left him a fugitive, pnvsaed bj all &e 
idgjlance of despotism. Aftw watidtring nikoat 
fbr many weeks in disgaise» eadni^ every nrj^ 
vation aud peril, be, whila Napedeonwas bring 
conveyed a captive to St. Helei^ tnwle a deiM 
rate endeavonr, charooteristioallr bold and {mm* 
dirioiu,to reipu his throne. fiewn anweA 
eammarily tried a conrt^aariial, 
domned to immediate death. With dotn^mn 
ba listen^ to the sentence, and then sat wsm 
and wrote the fbUowiog letter to his wife 


“ My dear Caroline,—My Usthour has sounded. 
In few mompnU I riiall have ceased to live, and 
you will no longer have a husbandt Do not 
for^t me. My life has been stsined by no in- 
jusUoe. Farewell, my AohiU%l farewell, my Le- 
titi| I farewell, my LucISn! farewell, my Loiusn! 
Show yourselves to tho world worthy of mo. I 
leave yon without kingdom or fortune, in tho 
midst of enemies. Bo united.' Prove yourselves * 
superior to misfortune. Remember whriifCu are, 
and what you have been, and God witless you. 
Do not reproach my memory, BeUi^o that my 
greatest suffering, in ray last moments, is dying 
W from my children. Receive your father's 
blessing. Receive my embraces and my tears. 
Preserve always in yonr memory the recolloction 
of your unhappy father. 

“JoAcam. 

“ Fizzo, 13th October, 1816.” 

In this dread Iitiur, when MnrA was about to 
enter tho world of spirits, ho felt, as ovory soul 
At bestial must feel, the need of religious sup¬ 
port. All pride ofNtoicism, and all the glory of 
past achievements, dwindled into notliingntss as 
the tribunal of final judgment and the rotributions 
of eternity opened before him. Ho called for a 
clergyman, received the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, and wrote, with his own hand, “I declare 
that 1 jio a true Chri'stian." 

With a firm step he then walked to tho place 
of execution. A company of soldiers was drawn 
up in two lines before iiim, with loaded muskets. 
Ho refused to have his eyes bandaged. For a 
moment he serenely, and with a smile, contem¬ 
plated the instruments of execution; then pressing 
to his lips a pirturo of his wife aud cliildron, which 
he always wore in his bosom, ho said to the 
soldiers, “ Save my face. Aim at ray heart.” A 
volley of musketry answered hisawords, and, 
pierced by bullets, jonebim Marat fell dead, lie 
was in the forty-njjjgh year of his age. 

Murat, notwithstanding his impftuous bravery, 
had much sensibility and gentleness ofdieart. lie 
made tho extraordinary declaration to Count 
Marbourg, his friend and very able minuter— 

*' My sweetest consolatTni^tlrhlSh'l look back 
On my career as a solSier, a general, and a king, 
is, that 1 never saw a man fril dead by my hand. 
It is not, of coarse, impossible that, in so many 
charges, when ]|dashed my horse forward at the 
bead of tho sqhadrons, some pistol-shots fired at 
random nay have wounded or killed an enemv t 
but I have known^otliing of the matter. If a 
man fell dead b^oro me, and by my bond, hU 
Image would bo alwavs present to my view, and 
would panne me to the tomb.” • 

The name of Murat win never die. Hie fimlta 
Were many, W yet thwe was mneh in hia cha- 
riUbr to win' stfection. With bnt otdinary Intel- 
vJabtoal capacities, tender affectfams, and thentmost 
dnipetuosity of spirit, and exposed to evocy temp- 
ta^wfaiff cooMoowditpra a mortal son!, it is 
fie(|'~stxiuifio.ihat his career should have been 
suMei Much that paasaa for rirtne is hot the 
absence af temptarion. God ahmticaQ aidjost^ 
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meunrement of li|>niRB guilt. At hiB tribunal 
all these warriors who deluged Europe in blood 
have appeared. From his lips they have received 
that righteous judgment from which there can be 
uo appeoL 


CIIAlTEll LXVI. 

DIIRB^.y^^TlKG IIOSTII-ITY OF THE AT,1.1ES. 

The Cftbtnet of I.ouis - OtestiIxuHoii nf the ^ovtTn*ni>nt 
—UeiiJ»rnln Cuiistuiii -Ail<1i'i>sii of the (/Oiiiicil of 
.StAte—The schoul ut Kmui'ii—Qiiarr^el AnioiiE tin- 
Altics—Their cuiistrrnutiini — 1'»lI.'>Tiind~ Kiiiqiient 
(•Itrech of Tttilorand—DiTwlon iit the AIIicr—I ii- 
tVunoiiB Ottllswry of the Emperor—Duplicity of tVel- 
Imcton nnil Castlereaah—Opposition in the Britisii 
House of Commons—hympHtliy of the British people 
with NspoIeon-NApoleon's letter to Uie Allied tiove- 
retgns—Uis appeal to Europe. 

Tub soldiers of the Duke of Berri, having 
trampled beneath their feet the flag of the Bouij- 
bone, and elevated with exultant shouts the eugles 
of the Empire, marched into Paris, and, wi*h 
irrsfA-essible cntliusiasm, demanded to te 
their Emperor. Napoleon mounted his horse 
and rode dong the lines, while resounding aeda- 
matioDS burst from the enthusiastic bait..lic‘ 
and squadrons before him. He giithered the 
soldiers around him, waved his band for. silence, 
and thus addressed them:— 

!«■ *' 
“Soldiers! I came into France with six liun- 
dred men, bccatiso 1 relied on the love of the 
people, and on the memory of the old soldiers. I 
iiave not been deceived in my expectations. 
Soldiers! I thank you. The glory of whut wo 
have done 1/due to the people and to you. Hy 
glory is limited to having known and ap]ircuiated 
your affectiqu. 

*' The throne of the Bourbons was illegitimate, 
booanse it had been proscribed by the will of tlie 
nation, expro||ed in all ournutional assemblies, 
and because it promoted the interests of but a 
small numler of arrogant men, whose pretensions 
were opposed to our rights. 

Soldiers i»-X^ ^perial throne alone cun 
guarantee the nglits of 4h6 people. We are 
about to march to drive from our territory those 
princes who are the auxiliaries of foreiguors. 
The nation will second ns with its wishes, and 
follow our iropnlse. The Frem people and I 
rely upon yon. We do not wish to meddle with 
the affairs of foreign countries; adt woe to 
those who would meddle withMurs." 

In the midst of peals of applause, resounding 
throngl^the most distant streets of Paris, Na. 
poison reascended the stairs ^f tbe^ Tufleries, 
and entered his former cabinet. Lbnis Stanislas 
Xavier bad left in such baste, tball many memo¬ 
rials of bis presence, remained behind. The 
luxurious easy chair, to which his enormona 
obesity and his many infirmities cqpfined him, 
was in the edrner. A portfolio, forgotten npra 
the table, contained the private and confidential 
papers of King. They were sa^ in the 


keeping of Napoleon; his pride of character, 
and delicatb sense of honour, would not allow 
him to pry into these discloitfres of the private 
life of fois enemies. He ordered them all to be 
sealed, and to be sent by a despatch to their 
owner. Some ofBcious person, thinking to gra¬ 
tify l^e Emperor, had placed upon the table 
8 undr)LCuribatnres, holding up the Bourbons to 
derision. The Emperor indignantly ordered 
them to he removed. He had too much ma¬ 
jesty of gi(ui to indulge in triumph so ignoble. 
Crucifixes, images, aud beads, indices of tlie de¬ 
votion or tlie Buperstirion of were strewed 

about the r6om. ** Tuke them away,'* said tliu 
Emperor, mildly. ‘‘ The cabinet of a Frencli 
monarch slioiild not resdinble tlie cell of u monk." 

He ordered the map of Frunee to be spread 
upon the table. A* ht> coutMiiplutcd k's dimi¬ 
nished borders, he exclaimed with sudijc>.s, 
“ Poor France!” Then tnniing to Ciiuiaincourt, 
he said—'* I have proclHimed pi ace throiigiiout 
my march. As far as depends on inc, ray pro¬ 
mise shai'l be fulfilled. Cift;umstancGs arc impe. 
rative. I will recognise the trea'y of Pari'. I 
can now accept what 1 could not accept ui Clui- 
tillon without tarnishing my gloey. brance wa°i 
obliged to make sacrifice^. The act is dune. 
!ut it did not berome me to ntn'o France to 
preserve the crown. I take ibo "-‘irs f tho 
country as I find them. 1 wish iiic continuation 
of peace. It is the sound policy of tlio . owers 
not to rekindle, the tord.> of war. I bavu ariitcu 
to the Empre.‘'8, She will prevail upon her 
father tfi permit her to rejoin iiie." 

Napoleon earnestly desired peace. He 
thought it possible, khough not at all probable, 
tiiat the Allies might now coiKscnt to tlie inde¬ 
pendence of France. It consequently became 
fatally necessary for him to make no preparation 
for war. The Allies had still enormous armies 
in the field, ready at any moment, in locust 
legions, to pour into France. Tho armies of 
France were disbanded, and there were no mili¬ 
tary supplies. Any movement of Napoleon to¬ 
wards reorganizing his forces would liavc been 
seized bold of by the Allies, and proclaimed to 
the world as a new proof of the " iiisatiabl.- diii- 
bition and bloodthirsty appetite" of the Em¬ 
peror. Consequently the lilniperor was com¬ 
pelled, in the protection of his own repntation, in 
which alone his strength consisted, to await tho 
result of his proposals for peace, without making 
any preporetion for war. This was a fatality 
from which there wu no escape. Under embar¬ 
rassments so dreadful, Napoleon was doomed to 
abide the decision of the Allies. 

With inondible nqiidity the new government 
wat tKTganizsd. It met the wishes of the nation. 
The coundllors of state were all men of marked 
ability, of extended reputation, of special ad- 
.minuit^ve skill, and of well-known devotion to 
the popular oanse. The councillom drew op an 
address *jo Emperor, which was intended for 
the "■rimi "Siref' said they, “the Emperor, 
in ibascendlng the throna, to which he had been 
raised by the peojde,' re-estabiubes thereby thjk 
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people in their meet sacmd rights. * He retonn 
to’ rrign by the only' principle of tegkimaoy 
trbich France has reoogmsed and oonaeorated for 
twenty-five veers past" a 

** PrineeSi^NspoIeon replied, **are bnttheArst 
citizens of the state. Their authority is more or 
less extended, according to the i^te^ta of the 
nation they govern. Sovereignty itsAf is nere- 
edituj only oecanae the interest of nations re¬ 
quire it Beyond this prbciple 1 know of no 
leritimacy." $ • 

Mnjamin Constant was one oi the most die- 
tinguiued of the sons of France* As a writer 
and an orator, he stood at the head, of the re¬ 
publican party. When Napoleon, in accordance 
with the wishes of the ndtion, asatuned that < 80 - 
tatorial power, without which France could by 
no possiulity hav* sustained Jner independence 
against the combined despots of Europe, Ben¬ 
jamin Constant resolutely turned against the 
i'>uper.>r. Bat experience bad now enlightened 
i.'in. lie had seen despotism triumphant, the 
Bourbor <’-rced upon Fronce by foreigners, and 
again dnvpn from the kingdom by an indignant 
ppople. . hastened now to give in his adhe- 
ii -1 t lie .iperor. Napoleon rectived him as 
"li'j '!aJ b 11 an old frieui. Frankly and truly 
r'lijiole ri ' H-lj red that devotion to the popular 
cansn iiau rendored it nc&ential for him to assume 
^ictatori.' upwe' It was a demonstrable fact. 

‘'The nation,” said he, ' threw itself at my 
feet when I assumed the government. You 
ought to recollect ii—you who attempted an 
opposition. Where was your supportg-your 
strongtli ? Nowhere. I assumed less authority 
than I was invited to take. The people, on my 
return from Elba, crowding on my footsteps, 
hurrying from the summits of the monntains, 
called upon me, soaght me, saluted me. From 
Cannes to Paris I have not conquered, I hat'e, 
administered the government. I am not, as it is 
aaid, the Emperor of the eoldiers only; I am 
the Emperor of tne peasants, of the plebeians 
of France. There ie sympathy between us. It 
is not so with the privileged classes. The no¬ 
bility have eerved me. * They rushed in crowds 
Into my ante-«hamben. There is not a port 
they have not accepted, asked 6a, solicited. I 
have had the MonbOMencias, die Nooillee, the 
Rohans, the Beauveans, the Mofitemartee; bnt 
therehas never been any sympathy. The horse 
cumted—be was wril triuned; bnt 1 felt him 
quiver. The popular fibre reeponde to my own. 
1 am sprang from the ranks Sf the people. My 
voice act* upon them. ThereJa the eame nature 
between ns. They look npon me os thrir sup- 
fort, as tbrir mvioor against |he nobles. 1 hive 
only to moke asign, or rimply to aveit my 
and the nobles would be meeascred in aB the 
provinees. But I do not vrish to be du king of 
the mob. Bnblie dueuirions, free elections, te- 
sponsible ministers, the liberty of Gie. press,*! 
wish for all that—the liberty <u the press ab^ 
alL It is absurd to stifle it. lam die men of 
the people. I have never wli^ to d^ve 
them of liberty iat mf own pleomre. A Wvo 


now but one ous^on—to raiso France up again, 
and to give it the most suitable form of govern¬ 
ment. I wish fftr peace. But 1 sliaU not obtain 
it but by dint of victories. 1 foresee a difficult 
struggle—a long war. To maintaiii it, the nation 
mast^supportiDe.”** , • 

The Emperor’s first administrative act was 
obaracteristio of his whole career. He convened 
the electoral colleges in each department, that 
bis resumption of power might be snbn^Srd tg 
the suffra^s of the whole people. He Jwsisted 
in this, notwithstanding the Conncili^f State 
had issued the following decree, whose etate- 
mente no one yrould venture to deny 

March 2S, 1816. The Conncil of State, in 
resuming its functions, feels bound to make 
known toe principles which form the rule of its 
opinions and ite conduct 

y The sovereignty resides in the people. They 
are the only source of legitimate* power. In 
1789, the nation reconquered its rights, which 
htffi for a long time been usurped and disregarded. 
The Nation^ Assembly abolished toe feudal 
monarchy, and establisbod a conatitudonal vo» 
narchy and representative government The re¬ 
sistance of the Bonrbons to the wishes of the 
Ff'^uch people terminated in their downfall and 
the' banishment from the French territory. 
Thu peqple twice sanctioned hy their votes the 
new fonn of government established by theii 
sepresentatives. • 

“I. In the year 1799, Bonaparte, already 
crowned by victory, was raised to the govern¬ 
ment by national assent. A constitution created 
the Consular Ma^stracy. 

' ' ' '' ■ w ' ' 

s* An admirable article upon Napoleon, In tlio Snep- 
elopteriia Amerirana, contains the fnlluwln* Judicious 
remarks, which will eummend themselves m overy Im¬ 
partial mind t— 

“The opinions now entertained respecting him msy 
be classed, we think, luulbr the fullowtnc heads. I. That 
ho was a usurper. This charee is pigrerrcd by two 
very ditferent parties: I. By the adherents of Jeaitl- 
mney, who think hts noblest course would hfve been to 
play the part of Ucncral Monk. Wc need not discuss 
this point in Amenca, and in the year 1S.12. 2. The 
charge ef asorpation Is also Kcpobllcans, 

We have alrciuly olMcrviid that, up to the tine when 
Napoleon took the reins of zovernmeut, no Republic «sn 
be said to have existed In France. Wc need, then, only 
ask whether the tendency of France was towards s 
pnblio, and wbether Napoleon 'OUkht to have lent hi* 
power to establish B, provided he could have seen the 
po^bllity of its permanence. Tlie forms of aovera- 
ment, Important sa they are, are but secondary, eom- 
pared to the primary elements of national ohsrsetar 
and poUUcal conditioa, and ore atways dependent on 
the latter. The preservation of tbe new pullUoo>soeial 
relatlens was also to be attended to. If a Republic was 
Incompatible with Justice, safety of person and nroperty, 
fauanwl peace, or notional independence, thr fornwr 
ou gh t to have rive* way to the latter. We brttsve 
that there are fifw persons of Judgment who, at prpseut, 
maintain that at *at period a Republic wonld have coi*. 
ported with tbe Internal and external rrtatlona of 
»ii^nee. Firmly attached os We are to rspublleia la- 
stftuUona, we yet must admit that, as thers mast to • 
dlffsienee In Ihe hahlUtlona of mim,aei!Qrdlnc tn'toa 
mstbrielawbieb they pessess for thdr oonsfruettoito 
lioveninents most dUmr with the diaraeter end ctmSU 
Hon of the govsnud.” Bow aaaoy U w ra o p a vriie'tot 
, bUnd to tb^ dbvlAto trattol 


X. X. 
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“ 2. A (Wree |tf the Settle, on the 2nd of 
Aueoat, 1802, ebpomted N&ppleon Bonaparte 
Consul for life. 

“ 3. A decree of the Senate, on the 1 Sth of 
March, 1804, ct^ferred upon Napoleon the im¬ 
perial dignity, tmd ticade it hereditary iji hb 
&ini^. 

These throe solemn acts wore submitted to 
the approval of the nation. It sanctioned them 
>y ni^rly foor millions of votes. Thus had the 
BourbM, daring tweDty*two years, ceased to 
reign inf^rauce. They wore forgotten by their 
oontemporarioB. Strangers to our Uws, to our 
institutions, to our manners, to pur glory, the 
present generation knew them not' but by the ro- 
membranre of the foreign wars which they had 
excited against the country, and the intestine 
divbions which they had stirred np. The 
foreigners set up a pretended provisional govern¬ 
ment. Tbpy assembled a minority of the 
senators, and compelled them, in opposition to 
their trust and their wish, to set aside the exist¬ 
ing constitutions, to subvert the imperial tUrouo, 
and to recall the BourboA family. The abdi¬ 
cation of the Emperor Napoleon was merely the 
consequence of the unfuitunate situation to 
which France and the Emperor wore reduced by 
the events of the war, by treason, and by the 
occupation of the capital. The abdication bad 
for its object only the prevention of eivil war 
and^the eifusion of blood. This act, which was 
not confirmed by the wEl of the people, coiiSl 
not destroy the solemn contract which had been 
formed between the nation and the Emperor. 
And oven if Napoleon might personally abdicate 
the crown, he could not sacrifice the rights of 
his son, ap^tointed to reign after him. 

“Louis Stanislas Xavier arrived in France. 
He took possession of the throue The people, 
overawed Hiy the presence of foreigners, conld 
not, fireoly and validly, declare the nation^ wish. 
Under the protection of tMSijilUed army, having 
tiianked a Kjreign prince for having enabled 
him to osoend the throne, Louis Stanislas Xavier 
dated the first act of his anthority in the nine¬ 
teenth year of^ nign, thereby declaring that 
the measurellVRltll had ^manated from the will 
of the people were roeiely the offspring of a long 
rebellion. All these acts are therefore illegal; 
done in the presence of hostile armies, and under 
foreign control, t^y are mepely the work of 
violence. They are essentiaUv null, and are 
outrages on the honour, the libeArty, and the 
rights of the people. • 

“In reascending the throne to which the 
people had raised nim, the Emperor therefore 
vSl^ rd^establbhedthe most sacred rights of the 
nation. He returned to rcigueby ^he only prin¬ 
ciple of leiplimacy which Franc^bad recognbed 
and sanctioned during the past^ twenty-five 
years, and to which all the anthorities had bound < 
tliemselves by oathe, from which the Will of the 
people conld alone rdeaae them.” v 

Notwithstanding these decisive deoi«ee» the 
Emperor was lo aoni^uhrai raipeotaip; •nSTtf* 


pearance eVen of usurpation, that he inristed 
that the Question of his ro-election should be 
submitted to the suffrages of the people. Thera 
wereCnow four parties in Francp—the Boor- 
bouists, the Orieanists, the Republicans, and the 
friends of the Emperor. _ The votes were takw, 
andcNapofecpT was again chosen to the chief 
mogijStraoy of France by a m^ority of amre 
than a muUon of votes over all the othor parties. 
And still the Allies called this a utuTpaiion. 

The ealoons of the Tuileries were constantly 
thronged. Napoleon received all kindly. Mem¬ 
bers of that Senate which had pronounced Na¬ 
poleon's forfeiture of the throne, called, trem¬ 
blingly, with their congratsTiations. The Em¬ 
peror received them With courtesy, and gave no 
mdicatiun of the slightest resentment. “ 1 leave 
that act," said hp, “ for history to relate. For 
my part, I forget all past ocenTrences." 

The Emperor embraced an early pppertunity 
of viiitvig the institution he hod established at 
Eoouon for the orphan daughters of the members 
of the Legion of Ilonoui. These young girls, 
who bod been provided for by the afiectionate 
liberality of Napoleon, gathered aronnd their 
benefactor with inexpressible eutbusiasm. They 
threw themselves at iiis feet, and with tears em¬ 
braced his knees. He took up a spoon to teste 
their food. The spoon immediately became^ 
sacred in their eyes. When be left,,tuey bad it 
out m pieces and moulded into little amulets, 
which they wore in their bosoms. Nearly all 
the pupils wore upon their fingers rings of 
braide(l hair. One of the young ladios ventured 
to slip a ring upon Napoleon’s finger. Encou¬ 
raged by the smile of tlio Emperor, the rest, 
rushing upon him, seized his hands, and covered 
them witli these pledges of love and gratitude. 
“ Young ladies," said the Emperor, “ they shall 
j>e as preoious to me ae the jewels of my crown.” 
On retiring to his carriage, ho exclaimed, with 
moistened eyes, “ Void le amble de bonkeurf 
cettX’Oi amt ha plus heaux mamma de ma vie.’* 
“ This is the height of happiness; these are the 
most delightful momenta of my life." 

The alUed sovereigns in the Congress of Vienna 
kod been for montos quarrelling respecting tiia 
division of tlie spoils of reconquered Europe. 
One hundred ^ousand ^stinguiwed straa^ero 
were attracted,‘by the splendours of the occauon, 
within the walls of that voluptuons capitaL 
Eighty thousand of the most brilliantly dnsaed 
soldiers of yhe alUed armies formed the magni¬ 
ficent atrtige for Ibis crowd of joiocee and 
kings. Seven diundred ambaseadors or eavoyi 
participated in the delttierations of those hai^b^ 
eonquerors, who had now again placed their feet 
upon the neoka of the peojue. The regal ravel- 
las relieved the tcdla of dipomaoy witii fbaating 
and dances, and all luxnnbas indulgeiice. The 
Emperor of Auetria da&ayed the mqiainea 4f 
this enormous bc^tality. The impeaal taUe 
alone was mdntoined at an expenae « one 
dred and twen^.five thousand flraaoa a-d^. 

The AlUes wen involvedina despwateqnanel 
teqieoting the diiiafam the q^^ila of Potaadi 
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Sizony, aa5 were jast oo^e point of eoeleeced deepote had heretobrot in deRance of 

breakhiKiip and tuminff their axme e^aiiut eeoh fannuw intelUgwee, dedared^apoloon to be a 
other, mea a eonrier brought to Lord Cattle- warper and a tyrant, cruthing the libertiea of 
■ wffb the ti^ge that Nap^n had lei) 8 Elba. the people beneath iron hooft and aabte-itrakee. 
TaU^mad thu at tiiat time making hU toilet But thie uaezamided exhiUtiga ot a ttotion'e 
for a baU, in aocordance with Uie etiquette of loro^aad homage for atfnom&t etruck dumb 
the TOlnptnaries around him. Hjp ^dsfirere theuh‘i» of falsehood. 
wetwi^thepmihmeewbiohhisraht 8 *(is-cJ|p»iif« **The auger of the noverrigns and their 
*had pouted upon them, and two barbers were minuters agunst Napoleon,” says Lamartiiio, • 
oorling and powdering bis hair. His niece, the '* tamed into resentment agsunst FranoUftrwJJl^ 
young and b^tifhl Princess of Conrlmde, ran the acoomplire, either through conmwim or 
mto the room with a note firop Metter^oh, aemhty, of Bonaparte. So lung as thla Toons of 
marked "secret and in haste." Talleyrand, war and revolntion should exut, there could be 
looking np from Ae midst of his onrling-irons, no durable peace for the nationa—no serurity 
powders, and porlmnes, requested bis niece to for crowna X European war of extarmination 
open mtd read the note. * against France, which bad exocnted Louis XVI, 

She did so, and, tummg pale, exclaimed, and twice crowned Napoleon, was the first cry 
"Heareds! Bonanirte has left Elba! What is of tlie sorereigns and Uimr councils. Its imme- 
tobeoomeof my boll this evening diate conquest^ before the nation shonld hava 

The imperturbable mu)isu>r, whose external time to lumish armies to Bonaparfaa its partition 
rqnanimity no pcmiibla surprise could derange, afterwards, that the members of this mat body 
after a moment's panse, said, ht those low tones slmnld never be able to join to upheave the 
of gravity which he*had oarefuUy cnltivated, weight of the whole world—the*e wera tiie reio- 
" Do not be uneasy, niece, your bail sliall take lutions uttered in an*ander-tone.'‘ 
place notwithstanding." It seemed in vain to attempt to force Upon 

Though the well-trained diplomatist could Franco the Bourbons. All tho Powers wem 
tbns conceal his alarm, it was not so with tlie alike disposed to abandon their cause, and to 
otlier jpUty revellers at Belshasrar's feast partition France as Poland had been parti- 
• “If a thunderbolt,*’ says Alison, “ had fallen tioned, or to place upon the throne an energetio 
in the midlt of the brilliant assembly in tho mui of their own choice, 
imperial ball-room at Vienna, it could not have “ I am weary of war," said Alexandsr., I 
excited greater cimsternation than this simple fiannot employ the while period of my reign, ind 
announcement It was deemed, nevertheless, the whole farces of my empire, in ruting up in 
erqwdient to conceal the alarm which alb really France a family which knows neither how to 
iitit*' fight nor how to reign. 1 shall never draw the 

Tohoyrand qnietlv continued bis toilet, and, sword for them again.” 
after shutting himsmf np for several hours with Talleyoand alone in the Gongrets to 
If- Metternich and Lori Castlereagb, wrote to advocate the cause of the Donrbons, to whom 
Lotus XVin., advising him to place no reliance onljr he could look for a resrard. The sagecioos 
npon the people of France, hot assuring him of minister was adequate to his task oFor eight 
the continued support of the AUiee. days he straggled, single-handed, against the 

No one knew towards what point the Emperor resolve of the cqjj^hined cabinets of Europe, 
intended to direct his steps. Five days of doubt, With diplomatic msdom, adibressfand genine, 
om^ectnre, ud Intense anxiety nassed before any which have perhaps never been mirpoised, he 
fiirtixer inteihgeoee was received. Hie festivities faltered not until be had obtuned bis end. Each 
were all swpended, and Enrope thought of bnt dav panting conriors brought the tidings of Na- 
one idea and of one man. A prosenbed exill| poison’s advance, and of tise-enuiusiasm which 
without money and without arms, floating npon everywhere greeted iflm. The allied generals 
the waves of the Maditerranean^ timply by the indignantly gruped their swords and demuded 
magic of his name plunged all the oourta and a prompt mvaaion, and the entire subjugation of 
aD tiie iMnies of Enrope mto commotion. Two a people who so mertinamon^ ebdmed we rig^tt ■ 
powtta at that moment e^pdly <Bi1ded Europe, of dhooting tbw own^ form of governmeat. 
<hM MW«r wee Napoleeu ^SWpame^ solitary The sovereigns, exasperifted by this marvdloqa 
andalintt; tbeothur power was all the oombined power of the Emneror over um luearte of tito 
iB(marobs,aDdanniaa,aDdBavieaufCbriri»&dom. Fraieh people^ breathed only vengeance, And 
On the Sth of Mara, tiie Congress reedved yet the imperturbable and wily diriomitigt qf 
the inliffigenoe’Giat Nsputeon mui Umdedin tfaeBourbonsday^rdaya)layBdthe%eaMi(t> 
Fraeei, and was borne atoag MMlIltiMe waves ments, and drei^ jiis anCsganiaU oeaftr mA 
of poptibw entirasiasm toiwda Paris. Anuue- nearer to hi# own oounseis. 
msnt wad ooDstentatiobwmedeptotodi^tm every The monuDg of the of Ifamlr dawttriA 
eottatsnaaee. ’The AlUss teune^atriy held si The Allies bad determined to come on tliiad^ 
eoo^, and, after a fbw tiiHr to a final dedsioa. The question was 

^braoetwere Uudaride hi dread of tkdreom. . 

mm Ibe. The anger of the ABIee was **5luD Fienee be^ peitiH«wd ef, «f mm 

raadg annvsd ngunafc Poland aaoiig tim odm Pbwm el SaroM 

^ w —, <»'-»Mudlw*6lam 4 iBBi»rawl^ 
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will adveette oiu| cwm, Ilka Bamadotta, bat 
iDora anergatic aijd leas aopopular tbaa tbe 
Bourbons; or shall wa replace the Bourbons 
again upon the throne^' 

The question of tbe independence of France 
and tbe right of toe FAnch people to elect ^eir 
own sovereign was not even soggeited. Talley¬ 
rand employed the whole night of the 12th in 
preparation for tbe nomentoua'decuion. As be 
l^h iwansion to go to the place of the Con¬ 
gress, hik^d to his niece and his secretary— 

** I lei^ you indeapmr. I am going to make 
the last efibrts. If I ful. France is Io'>t. and the 
Bourbons and 1 shall not have even the remnant 
of a oonntry for exile. I know yonr impatience 
to Bsceiiaun onr fate. I cannot send you a mes¬ 
senger during tlie day, since nothing is allowed 
to M communicated out of the hall of confer- 
ODce. But be at tlie window at the hour when 
ny carriage jeturns, bringing me back a con¬ 
queror or conquered. If 1 have failed, 1 shall 
keep myself shut up and motionless. If sucettps 
has crowned my efforts, I will wave from trie 
carriage window a paper,‘the signal of our 
trittftipb." 

Tbe sitting was commenced in the morning, 
and prolonged late into the day. Tho speech of 
Talleyrand—uttered in low, calm, conversational, 
yet earnest tones—is one of the most persuasive 
upon record. A theatrical display of gesture and 
of impassioned intonarions would have been 
grossly out of place in tUb presence of such an* 
audience, and in a crisis so momentous. 

“If you punish France,” eud Talleyrand, 
“ by dividing it after its conquest, how will yon 
agree togetW in the distribution of the spoils ? 
And what power can restrain under its band the 
members, still living, still convulsive, ever on the 
stretoh to rejoin one another ? You have had 
notUng to Bread in France but the revolutionary 
epirit; you will then have to restrain and com¬ 
bat, at (lie same time, the tliui,least compressible 
forces in thApolitical world—^the rmdutionanj 

E ’rit end the spirit of independence. This 
able volcano will open its craters even under 
your own hereditary possessions. Look at 
Poland I Is ilTireOi'JSl'e nurit of independence 
which perpetually nourisl&s there the spirit of 
revolution i The partition of France would be 
the rnin of the Continent 
“Bnt it is sfud that the question is, not to 
rnin Franco, but to weaken it, so that it shall 
not he hurtful to other nations; tb exhaust its 
strength, to peenpy it for u ^time, md then to 
give It, for its masters, sovereigns with a firmer 
hand, and a name less unpopular than that of 
Bourbo|«t But if you cease to recognise the 
right of the Ugitimaey of hingg in France, what 
b^mes of your own right in Eufopo ? What 
becomes of this principle, or rather this rel'ffion 
of kgitmaq/, whidi wp have found under 
the ruins of Ae revolutions, subversions, and' 
conquests of twenty years? .Did the house of 
Bourbon offer at this moment only enervated 
oovereigns to fill the throne, Europe would still 
be oouo^ed to crown ^etn or to peqeh. The 


eause of Eulope is the eauM of hjpirimoqr; and 
legitimacy* is synonraons with tbe house of 
Bourbon. The jMrtt/ibn q/*/Vunee would be a 
crime Oigainst nations; tbe dethronffnmt if file 
BtftmbOns would be a crime against thrones. 

“ There is but one course which is wise and 
jnst (It isAo lepante tbe canse of the French 
iialiot^ from tiint of Bonaparte; to declare per¬ 
sonal and exclusive war against him, and peace ' 
to France. Yon thus weaken Bonaparte by 
showing tliim alone to be the only obstacle to 
tbe reconciliatjon of nations, and yon disarm 
France by separating her cause from tka oatue 
of Bonaparte. And then it must be declared 
that Europe will never ttxsgouo, under any 
circumstances wbaterdt, the sovereignty ot 
France but in the house of Bourbon.” 

The Allies wars convinced, e They them issued 
to the world the following infamous decree:— 

“ The Allied Sovereigns, being informed of the 
escape of Napoleon Bonaparte, and of his having 
entered France by force <>f arms, owe to their 
own dignity and the interests of society a solemn 
declaration of the sentiments with,which that 
event has inspired them. By thus infringing 
the convention which settled Napoleon in the 
ibland of Elba, he has destroyed the only legal 
title to which his existence was attached (auquet 
son existence ee troueait attaehee). By reappear-* 
ing in France with the design of distilling and 
subverting it, he has d^priv^ himself of the pro¬ 
tection of the laws^ and mads manifest to the 
universe that there can be neither peace nor 
truce vAUi him. The Powers therefore declare 
that Napoleon Bonaparte has thrown himself out 
of all the relatione qf ciailized eocietv; and that, 
as an enemy and a disturber eff the world, he 
has rendered Limseif an object of public ven« 
geance.” 

They then bonnd themselves by a solemn 
pledge to pursue to the last extremity, with 
all the energies of their combined states and 
kingdoms, the sovereign of the people's choice. 
This despotic decree vras signed by Austria. 
Spain, France, Gnat Britam, Portugal, Russw. 
VVussia, and Sweden. By a secret treaty, oon- 
clndod on the some day, it was solemnly etipu- 
lated that the contracting parties should not lay 
down their arms till they nod effected the com¬ 
plete destruction of Napoleon.' 

The unprecedented spectacle was now pre¬ 
sented of aU the jnonarohies and armies of 
Europe combined against a tingle man. Na¬ 
poleon’s only Strang consisted in the love of 
tbe people, whose cause be bad so nobly eqioused 
and so heroically maintained. The stoengtii of 
the Allies was deposited in their bsyonets end 
their gunpowder. They immediately munhalled. 
their countless armies to crush' at once and 
fivet the ddld end the chamfnon of pt^ulsr 
ei^ality. Austria contributed 350,000 troopa 
under Sshwaiteenherg; En|^d and Frustia w- 
uisbed an army of 25^000 men to act in opneert 
under Wellhigton and Blucher; Alexgndsr kimi. 
self beaded bia seml-barbaria& lef^eoii SOOiOOO 



MIB.) nis UNFAILING EFFORTS FOR PEACE. SIT 

•tnng. The anxQUunot from otbefnaJ^B raised I even then there were so ty of the EngUah 

this formi^ahle armament to one miMton of men. people whose sympathies _with Ni^>Mon, 

The fleets of England al» girdled France and that those who were in thr oppositloa were so* 
ewept the seastthat there might he no eeBape fhr cased of seeking popolpi^ by their oppoaitioa 
the doomefl victim. Such were the forces tliat to tiie measares of the gwamment, 
were arrayed, with all the engin^ of war, to ^ThQe the Allies wer# thna unrelentingly pre¬ 
wrest one tnoa from the kve outhe gieople panng for war, Nspoleon was making every pos- 
Never was a mortal placed in m!ch*a petition of «ible efibrt for the promotion of peace. Even 
sohlimity before. Chateanbriand had pithily when the combined army was advancing through * 
said, *' If the cocked hat and snrtout of Nap(^ Germany towards the frontiers of Franpo, aad 
Jeon were placed on a stick on the, shores of when the Engludi vessels were capJiriDg the 
Brest, it would cause Europe to run to ams French ships on all seas, he sUIl msregarded 
from one end to the other.” * these hostile acts, hoping, by aisuranoes of his 

The public announcement of this bigh-bnnded resdiness to accede to any reasonable ptopo- 
outraM against* the independence of France sitions, to save his country and Europe mm 
causM not a little emharra«smettt to the two another appeal to the horrors of war. The 
English ambassadors. The Duke of Wellington Austrian ambassador left Paris soon after Napo- 
ana Lord Castle| 0 agh were perhaps as bitterly Jeon’s arrival, refusing to have any official inter- 
opposed to anything like popular reform, and as eonrse with the government of the Emperor, 
impmionsly devoted to the interests of ansto- Ijfapoleon bad not been able to teve any com* 
cratic privileges, as any two men to be found on mnnication with Maria Louisa. The Auitriaa 
(he Continent of Europe. Knssla, Prussia, and ambassador consented to take a letter to her. 
Austria, powerful inslespotlsm, could exclude ail He, however, gave it to the Emperor Fraoda, 
knowledge from tlteir subjects, or could silence and it was never *plaoed in her bonds. The 
with tbe_ bayonet any feeble murmurs which Emperor Francis being ap^henrive that Ifapo- 
ahonld arise fh>m their enslaved peoples. They leon miglit, by some means, saoceed in tegaio. 
could boldly avow, in the language of an Aus- ing his wilh and son, transportad them both to 
trian Princess, that “eoycreigns should be as Lis palace, and guaraed them vigilantly. To 
ngardless of the compluhts of their subjects as alienate the Empreu from her noble hasband, 
the moon is of the barking of dogs.” she wo« infamously told, according to the tesU- 

But m England it was not precisely so. There mony of the Dnke of Itovigo, that Napoleon 
was in England a liberal ConstituUon, a House 'had assembled a harefli of beautiftil ladies around 
of Commons, a free press, and an inquisitive him, and was happy in their cmiles. How far 
people. Consequently, these Engli-<h ngblos aid Maria Louisa crraited the cruel slander is not 
not dare to move so defiantly as did their con. known. 

federated despots.^ While, iiberefore, combining, In all hispacific overtures Napoleon was sternly 
with intense cordiality, in this attempt to wrest repuised. The Allies would allow dD messenger 
from France the sovereign of its choice, and to from him to approach them. Alexander greatly 
force npon the nation a twice-rejected dynasty, admired the grace, intelligrace, and amiabie 
they ventured the doclaratioo to the British virtues of Queen Hortense. Througif herm^ia- 
peoplcf that they only jdned the coalition against Hon Napoleon endeavoured to get access to the 
M common enemy, bnt /Aat llug had nodi^nUon heart of the C*aJ^ But the Rua^ monarch 
lo ivteifirt loith tka rights of the Freoeh nation m vnis bound too nrmly in the roains of the 
Oe ehoieo of thrir oten rvhrs; “ a reservation,’* coalition* to escape. He frankly re|ffied to Uie 
aays Lamartine, "which was necessary for their aorrow-stricken daughter of Josephme, “Thera 
justification to the British ParUament.” can be no peace, not even a truce, with Napo- 

With this astonishing declararion npon thOb Jeon." The Emperm jllseti ^nt hie brother 
lipe, the British government appropriated, in pro- Joseph, whose churaefer commanded the respect 
aeention of the war for tiiat year, 450,000,000 of every monarch in Europe, on a eerret mWon 
ftanet to die navy, 695,000,000 francs to the to Vienna, to endeavour, by eveiy honourable 
army, and the subsidies paid to foreign Powers artifice, to gain die ear of the allied sovereigns, 
amounted to 276,000,000 fireaos more. They Put he found aU ohke unrelenting. NapoNMb 
mmotdned six htindred and fifty dyusand men then, as bis fast resort, wrote the foUowingdifi^. 
in arms, and placed flfto-dght wipe of dm line fie j yet earnest aopeal for peace to each of die 
in commismn. The whole ara(ezpeiisee 9 the allied sovereigns, and despatched oourieni wtUl« 
year nmoonted to the onpualteled enm of copytoeachoftheirrespectlTeoourtsi— 
2,760,000,000 fraaoL Sndi were the beronlean k 

eneigiee reouidte to cmdi die IBostrioas chiefi. , ■*’P™ •» •^4., 

tain of popniar righta. Sneh were the enennous ** Sira, my*Brouier,—-Yon have katned, In tibe 

earns wrested Aw the people of England to coarse of the 4ast month, of my vttmta to the 
wwunfain dsipode nndiotity on the Continent of shores of Franca, my entomee into Parity tout 
finrope. e * die ratirement of the fioorboee. The (ro# 

There wae in die KiUdi Boom of Qpintiiotii ngtan of |))ew toast sow he Itnovft'to 
• hand ei noble man who hrearted all the tra* your' Hiyesty. They are the work of wi inr^ 
HM&dooe power ef the Biiddi govunmenfl in dddUe power, the resalt of the iiMiiiaeaewfll 
bold dennnoietion ef this great and of »(praynadon» whitbbaawsitidndeaaaditi 
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wUcb fone had imposed 


rights, Tbsd;iis0 
upon a great teopll was no longqr calealatw for 
them. The BonrbW no eommomty with 
them, richer of feell^ or manners. France was 
therefinn comprijpd^ withdraw from them. 
The eaperhnent wbirii %ad indneed me to t^e 
80 great'B saoriEice had ihiled, Franoeoalleo for 
alioen^; 1 therefore retnmed. From the spot 
where I Arst tottobed the soil of France, the love 
plo bore me to the boiom of my capital, 
nrat wish of my heart is to repay ao 
wticrn with an hononrable tranquillity. 
The re.eatablisbment of the imperial throne woe 
necessary for the happiness of the French.^ It 
la my moat ardent hope to render ft at the same 
time the means of confirming tho pence of 
Enrope. Enough of glory has added lustre, by 
turns, to the flags of the different nations. The 
vieisritndes of fate have sufficiently caused a 
eoflcossion oF^reat reverses and signal triumphs. 
A more noble arena is now open to tho sovd- 
nigns, and I shall be the first to outer it. After 
having pmsented the world with the spectacle vf 
great battles, it will bo more grateful to recog¬ 
nise hereafter no other rivalship than that of 
prolonging the blessings of peace—no^ other 
stmggle than the sacred one of perpetuating the 
happiness of nations. 

France takes a pride in procluiming frankly 
this noble end of nil her wishes Jealous of her 
own independence, the invariable principle of 
her policy will ho, the mdtt absolato mspect fof 
the independence of otlier nations. If such are, 
as I cherish the hope, tho pcr'ional sentiments of 
your Mriesty, the general tranquillity is assured 
for a long period, and Justic.«i, seated at the con¬ 
fines of staies, will alone suffice to guard their 
f^tiers. “ Napoleon.” 

Tho frontiers, however, were so vigilantly 
guarded against every messenger from Napoleon, 
ud the Allies were ao determined to withdraw 
themselves Imm any kindo^mmunication with 
him, that^e ftl iuistcr for Foreign Affairs could 
not succeed in forwarding one of these letters to 
any of the European courts. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances, CauliuiK^urt sorrowfully made the 
following report to ttiewEmpcror and to the 
nation :*~* 

“Sire,—Alarmiiig symptoms are all at once 
manifested on every ride, ^n nnaocountabla 
system threatens to prevail among the Allied 
Powers—that of preparing for ostiou without 
admitting a preUminary explanation with the 
notion they teem deteeminea to ossuL It was 
toserved for the present epoch to see aa assem¬ 
blage simultaneously intOj^iot all eommumcation 
with one groat state, and elo^ all access to its 
amicable assuranoes. The cooxisis sent from 
Paris to the different ooTtrts haivt not been able 
to reach their destin^ou. One could not pass 
beyond Strasburg. Another, Mut to Itely, wm 
stopped at Turm. A third, destine^ f6r uerlin 
ana the North, bos been arrested at Mayence, 
ill-traated bv the PrussiiVi commandant, mtd his 
despatches lave been seiss((> Wlmii^ft bsciisr 


thns rapenetrable rises between tb« FtemA 
ministiy and Its agents abroad, between jmtt 
Migeety's cabinet and those of other sovcrmgna, 
there i no other method (men to yojur ministiy 
than by the public acts ot foreign ^vemmSnts 
to jnd^ of their intentions. 

“In Enrirind, orders have been given to ang- 
ment j^e British forces as well by land as by 
sea. Thus die French nation ought, ou au 
sides, to be on its guard. It may apprehend a 
Continental ‘aggression, and, at the some time, it 
must watch tj^e whole extent of its cosks 
against the possibility of descent. In Austria, 
in Russia', in Prussia, in all parts of Germany, 
and in Italy—everywhere, in short, is seen a 
general annament. 0#evory point of Europe, 
and at the same moment, troops are preparing, 
arming, marching.” % 

These were appalling tidings to France. The 
Empire was alrracly exhausted by the intermin¬ 
able wars into whirii tho Allies had dragged it. 
It was quite unprepared dsr a renewal of the 
dreadful conflict. A million of armed men were 
crowding mercilessly ou to desolate the bills and 
valleys of France with flames and blood. The 
boldest hearts tu France trembled. The odds 
were so fearfully unequal, that many were in 
despair. The Allies, by adroitly separating Na¬ 
poleon from France, and declaring tliat they * 
waged war against Um alone, led tlAusoniii to 
feel that they must be again compelled to glvw 
up tlicir beloved Emperor. Apparently they 
could retain Napoleon only by passing tnrongh ' 
the molt awful scenes of conflict, carnage, and 
woe to which a nation was ever exposed. Aa 
fathers and mothers looked npon their little 
households, npon preeions sons sod lovely 
daughters, and in imagination heard the tramp 
of approocliing armies, the reverberation of in¬ 
vading guns, the sweep of brntri squadrons, the 
shout of onset, and tho shriek of despair, they 
turned pale, pressed their obiidren to thew 
throbbing hearts, and still dung to ri>rir be¬ 
loved Emperor. Mothers, with streaming eyes^ 
prepared their eons for the battle. Grey¬ 
headed fathers, with tottering steps, (nrowded the 
olmrohes to implore God's blssnog upon thrir 
righteous oanse. 

And sUlI, iftoredible aa it may seem, the 
Allies, who bsdl the control of all the preAes 
Europe, unblushingly reiterated the cry, thM 
the inaotiaUy ambidons and bloodthirsly Bona- 
par^would not bd at peace with lha natiorat 
and mat the repose of ilte world demanded thah 
he shonld be hunted down as a beast of pm. 
The Tory goyernment of England, wtrii in 
boundien iratlth and resoorcss, re-echoed i}» 
cry in -books, pamphlets, and joutnris, wltli 
which they flooded all lands. It &'impOBriria - 
to paint a demon in blather coloors riup Na¬ 
poleon was painted in hundreds of thobnads df 
placard^ and pamphtets, which weirs seattriwdi 
like nutumnslpen in riiis warflure 
wdh in Errand osperiri^, as nseesauy as 
smid. as wen toe, wonsds whirit tba 



18m3 


GRAND CEBifMOKY IN THE (MAMD DE MARS. 


&!• 


pen qf oalimmy iilSiat«d opon the ^pemory 
the Emperor, he never for one moment doabted 
that bis repatation erooid eventtiaUy emerge 
toiaffipbant iroin the confiiot. . * 

Napoleon, banng utterly ezfaaoited all efibrts 
for peace, roused bis energies anew tp meet tlie 
nnequal conflict Jealous of hie jnstbufeious 
fame, and ever keeping an eye upon, thfl final 
* verdict of history, he issued a truthful and an 
nnansweraUe statement of the violation of the 
treaty of Fontainebleau by the Allies, aud of tbe 
reasons which consequently induced him to 
leave Elba, and to accept again from Ihe suf¬ 
frages of the nation the crown of France. This 
appeal of the Em)>eror mold only be answered 
by brute force; and thaPanswer, and that alone, 
tbe Allies returned. Napoleon’s spirit was sad¬ 
dened as he reflectSd upon the blood which must 
o^n flow in torrents, and npon the woes srith 
smch Europe was again to be ddnged. But 
the coalesced despots were reckless of blood, and 
flame, and woo, in the determination, at what¬ 
ever cost, to give tlie death-blow to popular 
liberty. 

If Austfia,” said Napoleon, " had the cou¬ 
rage to make an alliance with me, we could 
together save tbe world from Russia. But 
Austria is already ruled.by Alexander, who 
•reigns in Europe. I alone could counterbdanca 
hims Myavslue wUl not be known till they 
hafe destroyed me. But 1 shall sell my life 
dearly. They would gladly have me in an iron 
‘ cage, te show me m clmins to the world as a 
beast of prey. Tlioy have not got me yet. I 
will show them tbe rousing of the lion. They 
do not suspect my strength.* Were 1 to put on | 
to-monrow the rtd hornet of 1793, it woni& seai 
tbe destruetbn of them all.’’ 

This was true. ITnd Napoleon yielded to the 
temptation, and caB -l to his did ^t revolu¬ 
tionary fury which, during the Reign of Terror, 
hod deluged France in blood, the head of every 
aristocrat in France would have fallon, and the 
surging billows of popular frenzy would have 
tolled nnarrested over the Continent. But Riis 
ppjat man stood firm os the advocate of popolu 
rights and of law. He wee the barrier a^inn 
arutocratio usurpation on the one hand, and the 
maddened violence of fi(enzied,masses on the 
other. He opposed alike the re^^n of crowned 
deqwte ahd the rdgn of terror; die arrogance 
of the noUee and the violence of the mob; the 
dondnion of the'Bonitons^d tbes Kill more 
hatefhl dominion of Dantoa 'Smd He 

ever deemed it his hol^ mMq« to cause ordm:, 
and law, and wpular rij^tytq emezgo frixm the 
chaoe vH the R^bhitioa. No tempMkat oonid 
indtwe him to swerve from dris aba.* gales 
uddob came from one direethm fiad ehother 
QlBpasionally compelled him to viser ftms bis 


I which conld not 
[lORt magnificent 


Napolemi wished to e»atne dm. thnme ^the 
eoko^y of in impMing oernnbhy. 

Jane the Champde msm wet* amefatea ae 
dm time aad ylaee lor dds fredvm. A ooo- 


coarse of dtizois aud sold 
be ooonted thjmnged the 
parade-ground in the worl^ The minutos of 
die votes for tbe re-eleotiA of the Emperor 
were .read by tbe arah-cwogllor, and it was 
deolfred that tbe nnmbeim votes in the affirma¬ 
tive exceeded by a million those in the negative. 

The Emperor, dressed in imperial robes, as¬ 
cended the elevated platform, where every eye 
could rest npon him. An altar was etocted. 
npon the platform, at which the ArohV^bop of 
Koueii, in the performance of religijds ntes, 
consecrated the eagles, aud implored upon their 
just cause the blessing of the god of armies. An 
address from die electors of Paris was thenifead 
to the Emperor. It contained the folloiring 
sentiments:— 

“ Sire,—The French people had conferred upon 
you the crown, and you have laid it down with¬ 
out their consent ‘Their suifrage^ now impose 
upon yon the duty of resuming it. What docs 
thg league of allied kings require ? How have 
we given cause for^tbeir aggression? We do 
not wish for the chief they would impose ima 
os; and we wish for the one they do not like. 
We are threatened by invasion. Sire, nothing 
shall be spared to maiutain our honour and inde¬ 
pendence. Everything shall be done to' romd 
an ignominious yoke. Sire, a throne built up by 
foreign tfrmies has crumbled in aii instant beforo 
^ou, because you havo brought to ua, from re¬ 
tirement, all the path^ys of our true glory, all 
the hopes o?onr real prosperity." 

Napoleon rose. A shout like the i^b of 
thuiider burst from tbe multitudinous -throng. 
The roar of applause from so many voices is re¬ 
presented by those who heard it as tfrily appall¬ 
ing. As soon- as silence was a little restored, 
Napoleon made an appropriate n^ply, com¬ 
mencing with tbe following words t— 

“Emperor, consi^soldier, 1 owe ever)rthiag 
(0 tbe people. Infffropority, in adjgrsity, in ^e 
field of battle, in council, on the tliron^ in exile, 
France has been the sole and constant object 
my thonghts and actions.” 

Then laying aside Ag„jv!pOTial mantle, ho 
ajqieared before the mlflratudc in that simple cos¬ 
tume which was the dross of everyday life, and 
with wUch thgy were all famUiar. He was again 
greeted with a burst of enthusiasm such as .baa 
seldom been bean by mortal ears. Turning to 
the soldiers, he sud— 

“ Soldiers of the laqd and sea foroea, I oonodf 
to yon the imperial eagle, with the .urtiOMil 
colonrs I Yon swear to defend it, at the {ortestAf.- 
yonr hli^, agunst the enemies of yomr ■: 

A deep, intens% proiooged tow nQm al^ 
the squadronAand bWtalions as tiM^repaated tho 
wctdsb “W« B#eBr itl Ve sweavit!". Dpon Nw 


Ooarse,bnt'he was aver attnggUng to attain theUtomiidt of the platforin there was leaMoa 
fin d, . . ^ ’ * I pyniffidal throne. Nepedeon aMeodsd It, ana 


vtirif’every^ye riveted upon him, htolmd wonng 
npMi tbe imporing spectada spr^ out hdon 
The bands of sR the rsgiaHnitii, ki oos 
nudwiie ycbestra^encom pstw d the thnne, aad 
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611ed the air with an almoit anperhnman tonmlt 
of melody. The m|>oror then descended snd, 
vitb hie own han& delivered tfle eagles to the 
several regiments aXtbey marched by. To each 
he addressed those H^nent words, so eminently 
at his command,*wb^ awakened vibrations in 
every fibre of the soldier’s heart. 

Cries of “Vive rEmpereur!” filled the air. 
The scene of enthasiasm which the occasion pre¬ 
sented left an impression upon those who witnessed 
JT whicB^ould never be effaced. “ No one,” says 
Savarv,\pould fail to remark that never did the 
French people, at any period of the Kovolution, 
seem more disposed to defend their liberty mid 
theMndependence. The Emperor Ibtt the Champ 
da Mars confident that ho might rely upon the 
sentiments there manifested towards him. P'rom 
that moment his only care was to prepare to 
meet the storm which was gathering in Belgium.*' 

Time pres|od. Everything was to be dose. 
An awful tempest of war was about to burst up6n 
France. Tiiero had been no leisure to revise the 
Constitution to meet the pecniiar emergency in 
which the Empire was now placed. As a tem¬ 
porary provision, Napoleon, with his coitncil, had 
prepared “ An Additional Act to the Constitutions 
of the State." Theso articles, extremely liberal 
in their spirit, though, of course, onconnteriug 
individual opposition, the nation Copied by ac¬ 
clamation. One million five hundred tliousand 
votes were thrown in favour of the “ Additional 
Act,” while less than fivt* tlionsand votes werb 
thrown against it. Even Madame <de Staid ap¬ 
plauded these provisions, and wrote to a friend, 
“ The Additional Articles are all that is wunt< d 
for Franco; nothing less and nothing more thmi 
what she wonts. The return of the Emperor is 
prodigious, and surpluses all imagination." 

M. Sismondi, the illustrioua liistorinn, n worm 
advocate republican principles, published an 
eloquent eulogium upon this act, and called upon 
nil Vrenobmen to rally arOtyjd the Emperor in 
d^ence of fbtional independence. Benjamin 
Constantf the renowned champion of constitu¬ 
tional freedom, and one of the most forcible ora¬ 
tors of his day, assisted in the formation of this 
Constitution, and’ewest^tJv advocated it with his 
voice and bis pen. To account for tliese facts, 
Mr. Alison says— 

“ One of the most extraordinary of the many 
extraordino^ gifts wltli wbii^i this wonderful 
man was endowed, was tlie power he possessed of 
subduing the minds of men, and ftie faculty lie 
had acquired of dazzling pmetratidn the most 
acute, and winning over uosdlo prepossessions 
the most confirmed, by the mere magic of tiis 
fasdnatwg conveisatioo.” 


« “The retinne’by which the En^ror wss aecom- 
paalcd was as splendid ns If used forwerly to be on tlio 
celobrstlon of Important eeremonles. The Immense 
mnltllude throuRh whieif he passed weieomed him wlilc 
cheers; and, assuredly, had not the prospect of war 
cHeclicd the hotws In which tba pabllc^ished to in. 
diilitc, nothing would have been wanting to complete 
that bnnplnm which all appeared to dwve tram this 
extraordinary eveut.”—ifsmoirt qf Ms Duti vf Botigo, 
val. lv.,p. at. > 
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In reply to the atrocious dedaration of ont- 
lawry issuM by the Allies, the Emperor, in « 
dignified and unaoswerablo document, drawn up 
by tb« presidents of the several sqptioes of the 
Council of State, announced bis position to 
Europe. The following abstract of this impor¬ 
tant fbcun^^will show its spirit:— 

“ Tis treaty of Fontainol^leaa has been vio¬ 
lated by the Allied Powers. 

“ 1. The Empress and her son were to reroive 
passports and an escort Far from performing 
such promise,‘the wife was separated by force 
from her husband, tlm son from his father, and 
this under painful circum^lnces, when the 
strongest minds find i(; necessary to seek con¬ 
solation and support in tlie bosom of tlie fanuly 
afiections.** ^ 

“ 2. The safety of Napoleon, of the imperial 
family and their suites, was guaranteed, yet 
bands of assassins were organized under tho eyes 
of the French government to attack the Em¬ 
peror, his brothers, and their wives. 

“S! The Duchies of Parma and Placentia 
were pledged to Maria Loiusa, her«8on, and his 
descendants, yet, after a long refusal, the in¬ 
justice was consummated by an absolute spo¬ 
liation. 

“ 4. A snitable establishment out of France 
was promised to Prince Eugene, yet j^e obtainedf 
notliing. 

“ 5. The Emueror hod stipulated for his brave 
soldiers for the preservation of thiir salaries; 
nevert^jeless, notwithstanding remonstrances, the 
whole was kept bacK. 

“ 6. The preservation of the property of tho 
Emperor's family, moveable and immoveable, is 
stipulated in the treaty, yet it has been despoiled 
of both. 

“ 7. The Emperor was to receive 2,500,000 
francs a-year, and the members of Us family 
2,500,000 francs. The French government has 
refiieed to fnlfil these engagements. The Em¬ 
peror must have been reduced to the ne¬ 
cessity of dismissing his fiuthiul gnard for 
want of means of insuring its pay, had be 
fiot found, in tbe grateful remembrances of the 
bankers of Genoa and Italy, the honourable re¬ 
source of a loan of sixty millions, which was 
oflered to him.* 

“ 8. The island of Elba was secured to Napo¬ 
leon in fhll property, yet the resolution to de¬ 
prive him pf the same bad been agreed to at tbe 
Congress. If Pro^dence had not interposed, 
Europe would Piave seen attempts made agUnst 
the j^rson and the liberty or Napoleon. He 
was to have been tom from bis family and hit 


** In the fonrtemth article of the treaty It was stlpo- 
lateA that “all such safe-conduct* shall beftamished as 
are nccesmiy for the free Journey of his Malesty the 
^peror Napoleon,'of tbe Empreii, of the Prinoes and 
Frincesaet, and of all tbe penons of their sniie who 
aliall wteh to accompany them, or to establish, them¬ 
selves oat of France, as well ss for the psetaM of all 
the equlpagea, liot^ and eSSets whtoh Mong to 
tliiun. The Allied Powers eboll fUralsh, ia consecpieiteti 
officen aad men ea an eseart.'* 
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frlenda, and, sfe the inetcj of bif enemies, coa« re.eit&blwbment of monerobieal principles,-abo« 
signed to imprisonment at St. HeledS. litim of the liberties of Gallicaa Cbondi. 

When the Allies thus stooped to violate a anmUilation df the Concodat, re-establiebment 
solemn coiptraet; when Napoleon and ell the of tithes, revival of intol»noe in an exclnrive 
members of his family saw that they were form of worship, and theJIOroination of a handful 
menaced in their persons, proper^, affections; nobles over a natiorilMedltomed to equality, 
when they were deprived of ail^bf rigbli stipa- am wbat the ministers of the Bourbons have 
luted in their favour as Princes, as as of done, or wished to do, for the people of France, 
those secured by the laws to simple citizens, bow ** it was under these circumstances that tlie* 
was Napoleon to act? Ought he, after having Emperor Napoleon left the island of Elba. Such 
endured so many insults and safferod so many wers the motives for the resolution ite udop'Rd, 
acts of injustice, to tolerate the complete viola* aud not any considerations ot his onn personal 
tion of those engagements entered into with interests, so trivial, in his opinion, compared to 
him. and, resigping himself to the fate prepared the interests of the nation to which be has do- 
for him, abandon also to their fearful destiny voted bis etdstence. He has not intiodueed war 
his wife, his ton, hid^elatious, and hii faithful into the bosom of France. On the contrary, he 
servants ? has extinguished that war which tlie possessors 

“Such a remlntion seems to require more of national property, constituting four-fifths of 
than human strength of mind; yet Napoleon the landholders throngbout France, would hare 
was capable of adopting such conduct, if the .been compelled to wage upon their dospoilers; 
peace and iiappiness of France could have been the war which the citizens, oppiftssed, degraded, 
purchased by that new sacriSoe. Ho would and humiliated by the nobles, wonld have been 
again have devotid himself for the French Compelled to declare against their oppressors; 
people, from whom, as he wishes to declare iu that war, in shortf which I'rotestanta and Jews, 
the face of all Europe, he makes it his glory to and the people of different sects, would have 
possess everything, to whom he refers every, been obliged to moiiitatn against their intolerant 
thing, and to whom, also, ho alone holds himself persecutors. 

responsible for his octiojis, and devotes his ex- “ The Emperor enme to deliver France. Ae 
istence. It was for France alone, and to save her her deliverer has he been received. He arrived 
from iu^stine war, tliat the Emperor abdicated almost alone, lie travelled seven hundred miles 
the crown. He restored to the French people unopposed, and without offering battle. He has 
the rights that he held from them. He left resumed without reaUtance, in the midst of his 
them free to choose a new master, and to found capital tyid of the acclamations of an immense 
their liberty and happiness on institutjpns calcn- majority of the citizens, the throne relinquished 
lated to protect both. He hoped that the nation by tlie Bourbons, who, from among the army, 
would preserve all it had 'acquired by five-and- their own household, the National Guards, or the 
twenty years of glorions warfare, and that it people, could not raise a single ^rson in arms 
would maintain its sovereignty in the choice of a to endeavour to maintain them in their teat, 
ruler, and in stipulating the conditions on wbiclt Yes! the Emperor finds himself replaced at the 
be ehould be called to the throne. He expected head of a people wliioh has alreadf^ chosen him 
from the new government respect for the glory thrice, and has just re-elected him a fourth time 
of the armies and for the rigiits of the brave, by its reception o^him during his march and bis 
and a guarantee for all the new interests gene- triumphant anWal. Thus is h^ replaced at the 
rated and mainlined during a quarter of a cen- head of tlmt nation by which, and^for the inte- 
tory, and which had become identified with the vests of which, be alone wishes to reign, 
mannem, habits, and wants of the nation. “ What, then, is the wish of Napoleon and of 

“ Far firom this, every ide«<of the sovtrcijtnty France? They desire only the maependenw of 
of the people has been mscarded. The principle France, pence at lf0Rm, peace with aii nations, 
on which public and civil legislation has been and the sacred observance of the treaty of Paris 
founded since the Revolutiorf has been equally of the 30th of May, 1814. What, then, is 
annulled. France has been treated as a revolted changed in the prospects of Europe and the boM 
country re-conquered by the armiesof its ancient of repose? *There is nothing changed if the 
masters, and snhjugatra anew t^ finidal domi- Allies, retpectlng tiie independence of France, 
nation. A eonstitutionaf law has been imposed acknowledge its existence, onconqueting and 
upon her without eonsulting^the nation or even unconquered, as for from domineering as behig 
likening to its voice, whim nothing remained held in subjection, to be necessary to ws balance 
but the phantom of national zepresentation. The of greater realms, as well as the gnaraatee of 
disunitiag of the army, .dispersioo and exUe of ampler states^ There is nothing aBlnged, pro- 
itst>fficers, debasement of the soldimTi-feoppres- vlded no attempt be made to oomtHsl France to 
non of their endowments, privation of Uieir pay resume, with aflynMtv she can no longer deriee, 
or pensions, pre-eminence accorded to the deco- the ftmclal chains she has broken,^Hr to sahmit to 
zatioos of feudal monarchy, contempt of the diti- the lordly or eoclesiastftol protensiont from wbieh 
sens in deugnating tiiem enow nnom^^e dei^- she has emandpated herklf. There ie nothbg 
nation 'the third estate,' ^xdiatioaof pur- jAaogedTif thm Powers do not seek to' impose 
chosen of nationsl property, the retonf of the on her laws, int^en in her intcmal conoeme, 
ftodal eyetem in he atbs, privilegee, and rigkte, eeriga her a particular form of government, end 
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foTM upon ber mutentoited odIt totbeiatMrestt 
and pawotwof ber>Blwh|ioa]!i. Tbero Mooting 
chugfld if, vbUe Fta^ ia ocenpied in propanng 
the now sooiel oomjj^ intenaed to ^amntee 
the liberty of her cifl||»ne utd tiie trniispb of 
thoae generooe idefe pnijplent in Enrope, which 
can no lon^ be etifled, ebe be not compelIed\o 
abandon, in order to prepare for battle, tboie 
•pacific ideae ^ that etore of domestic prosperity 
to wluch'the people and tboir sovereign wish^o 
ddVbte all tbelr energies. Finally, th^ is no- 
thing changed if an Tuyuat coalition does not 
obUge the French nation, which wishes only to 
remain at peace with Enrope, to defend, os in 
1702, her will, her rights, her independence, and 
the sovereign of hor choice." 


(JEIAPTER LXVll. 

WTATERLOO. S 

Frepsrstlons for war— Tho Kmpethr’s dopartore from 
the I'ullerUs—Position of Weliinptoii and Blueber— 
Plan of the Kmpcmr—Desertion of lioiirmont^Chnr- 
loroi—Disaster of Qnatro>Uras—VVplllni;tnii at liras, 
mis—Waterloo—Night reeonnalMancu-Tlie storm— 
The battle-ilopelosH conilltinn of Wellington—'I'lio 
arrival of lilnelicr—The rreiicb overwhclificd—Kc* 
turn of Na]>uloon to Puria. 

In preparation for war not a moment was to 
bo lost. Napoleon had anccyeded, by incredible 
exertions, in raising on army of two hundred and 
eighty thousand men; but of these no could 
take bnt one hundred and twenty thousand to 
drive ho^ the inundation of nciirly a million of 
bayonota now^advnncing towards the fronticra of 
France. The enormous masses of the allied 
troops were marching in massive columns from 
various poiiily of tho compass to conccutr.alo at 
Paris. Schwartaenberg, on the Up[)cr Rhine, 
commanded two hunared aigl sixty thousand 
men. WeiliDglmi and Bliieiicffin the vicinity 
of Bru8sels,,Jiaa over ono hundred thousand 
each. ‘The Russian army, hastening by forced 
marches through Germany, consisted of nearly 
two hundred thousand gmi^barbarians. At the 
foot of the Alps, to inralA France from that 
quarter, an army of sixty thonsaiid men were on 
iho mondi under Austrian guidance. Even ftom 
reluctant Switaeriand the domineering Allies had 
extorted a force of thirty thousanf troupe. Tho 
navy of England, then Uio most mt^tic arm of 
luiliti^ strength on the globe, was plying all its 
energies qf transport, of plnnd*, and of bom¬ 
bardment, in aid of the eranons enterprise. All 
these mighty monarchies, with these glgiuitio 
armies, wm combined and on the move avowedly 
against one single man. « 

It was a fearfhl crisis.' ■With fiirtitade and 
heroism whictf command the admiration of the 
world did Napoleon meot*{t. Be was, as it ware, 
alono. Josephine w'as dead. Maria Louisa and 
Lis idolized son were prisoners in the Aloons of 
tho Allies. Eugene was dethroned And entan¬ 
gled ia the court of the King of Bavaria. bU 


&fber-in-law** Mhnt wae wonderiog « 
b honriy peril of being shot Lannes, Besriftres, 
I>uroc, were dead, mrthier, ashamed to meet 
his old master, had followed the fort\}nea«f the 
Boorbont Mennont wae a traitor. at Ghent 
Ondinot and Macdonald, hononrable men, still 
regard^ osjba^d tholr oatb of fidelity to the 
Bourbo^ Key haidng, .tbrongb the dictates of 
his bean, violated bis oath, dbheartened by the 
stbse of disfaonoor, had lost his power. 

There were but two plans between whidi Na- 
oleon oonld choose. One was, to concentrate 
is little army itroond Paris, permit the Allies 
unobstmetod to conduct thrir i;pvaging march 
through France, and settle th% conflict in one 
dreadful battle beneath Ifae walls of the metro¬ 
polis. The other was to cross the frontier, to 
take the enemy by surprise ioahie unsuspicious 
march; to fall upon one body, and then upon 
another, and thus arrest and wive back the in¬ 
vaders, until they should be compelled to nego¬ 
tiate. Koch of these plans seemed almost des¬ 
perate, but the last was the feast so. Napoleon 
decided to march promptly aud unexpectedly 
into Belgium, to attack the armies of Wellington 
and Bluoher before they had time to concentrate 
their forces, aud, by the annihilation of this di¬ 
vision of tlio mighty host of tho Allies, to strike 
a blow upon the coalition which should cause it 
to rrtcoil. , 

The whole night of the 11th of June the 
Emperor passed in bis cabinet, despatching innu¬ 
merable orders and giving private instrucUous to 
hb minta^rs. As he took leave of liiS miuisters, 
he said to them, *• 1 depart to-night Bo your 
duty. Tho army and 1 will perform ours.- I 
recomend you to act with union, zeal, and energy. 
Be careful, gentlemen, not to suffer liberty to 
degenerate into license, or anarchy to take the 
place of order. Bear in mind that on unity the 
success of our exertions must depend." 

At three o'clock in the morning of the 12th 
of Juno, just os tbe day was beginning to dawn, 
Napoleon descended the stairs of the Tnileries to 
join the army in this bis lost campaign, Bolding 
out his hand to Canlaiueourt, ha said, sadly yet 
firully, “Farewell, Cauloinconrt! farewell! We 
must conquer or die !'* On reaching the foot ol 
the staircase, he stopped for a moment, cost alin- 
pring look around him nixm that palace which 
he W’as ^ever again tq enter, and then riirew 
himself into hie carriage. Driving ratidly all 
that day and the next night, ho ai^ved, on ^e 
morning of uie IStbl at Aveenes, about one 
hund^ end fift£ miles froin Paris. In the 
vicinity of this city, which is on the metreme 
frontier of Franoe, Napoleon had, by rapid 
marches, accignula^ ail bU availid)Ie troops. 
The success of the cnitftaign depended upon 
promptness of action. A mw hours even of 
delay might enable bis enemies to gmsh him 
wifhs overwhelming forces. * From the lips, of 
the whole jixmy w^amarions greyed him sncli 
as no oUier man has ever hesr^ 

The intrepid and inteliigeut soldtors,- 
omudotts of Uie feutfol odds against vhkb rimy 
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wmta eont^ wKb {irond aeolssratiaiii bad* t»ns tluit h« bad taken a ml I jltfag to tii* 
dofianoe to tha irbola ooalitaon, and aorvad IQng. The authority he rajoyed tinw hlwi , 
tbemselm with the oontege of deeprir. Not ha nd. so didmot aom tUt of my miaister^ 
’SUtj milea north of Hapdeon there mfV two waa a very agreeable th^, and bad quite 
ar^a tead^ to combine. Welfiagton. at gained him over.” ^ 

eels, had over one bandied fhoasatadmen. Bio* On the oToidng of lidi tha Emperor 
dher, bat a £»w loaves from himJheedod an airked in the vidnity oruharleroi. The Pr^ 
army of one huu^d and tflhrty tlmsnad elans had posted Uiore, behbd thdr intreneh> 
c Pmsuana These two forces, not oreaminff of meats, an advanee^gnard of ten thousand men. 
attack, even nnconsoions that Napoleon had left In tha earliest dawn of the morning of the 15th, 
Paris, were negligently awaiting the arrival of tho imperial troops fell npou the enemy, ana 
the Iltissian troops,' rapidly approaching, two drove them, with great slaughter, from ^e oi^. 
handled thousand in number. • Napoleon was At six o'clock tho French passed triumphantly 
about to plunge into these masses with bnt one across the bridges of the Sombre, and took 
hundred and twenty thousand men. Imme-' possession of. CharIcroL The'Prusnan^ haring 
dlntely upon his arrivili the troops enthnsias. lost two thousand men, retreated to join the 
ticidly thronged around him. With a few glow- main body of tlieir army. It is abont thirty 
ing words, he aimpst sapematurally roused their miles from ('harieroi to Brussels. Ten miles 
ardonr. They rushed towards him, raised their from Charlerd, on the rood to Bmsiels, is ritn- 
caps upon their bayonets, and filled the air with ated the little hamlet of Qnatre-Bras, so oslled 
their sbonts. Tliry wore all eager to be led by Qom the intorscction of two road% forming four 
their beloved chiefiaia upon any adventure, arm. Ncy was ordered to advance immediately 
however drop*rate, r with 40,0(K) men and take possession of this im- 

In one hour alter Napoleon’s arrival at Aveines portant post. « ' 

his whole lyrmy w'ns on the march. The Empo* “ Concentrate there your men," said Naprieon. 

ror gave minuto directions to cveiy corps tra- " Fortify your army by defensive fiold'whrka 
versing diflbrent roads, and starting from different Hasten, so that by midnight this positioni oocu- 
points, so to order their march as to meet, at an pied and imprcgimbfo, shall bid defiance to any 
appointed hour, at Charll'roi, about thirty-five attack." 

* miles from Avesnes. Geuerid Bonrmont had Btuchcr, with the muss of ids army, was at 
command'>of ijne of tho dirisions of the army, the fortified city of Namur, at the confluence of 
He had been, in early life, a stanch Royalist, tbe Sumbte and the ^ense. Ry tiie occupation 
and, upon Napoleon’s return from Elba, was an of Quatre-Bra», tho 100,000 meiiV'Wellington’s 
oilicer in the army of the Bourbons. He had, army would be cut off from the 180,000 of 
however, fallen in with tho views of tlTe nation Hlucher's. It was then Napoleon’s inteuUou to 
in welcoming tbe return «f the Emperor, and leave a small force behind tbe intrenritments to 
had solicited a command in the imperial army, beat back the Pmssiaiis, while, with the rest of 
Napoleon distrusted him, bnt yielded to the his army, ho would cut in mece8*WeUington’a 
importunities of Ney. 'Diis man, considering forces at Bnisscls. Ho would then tom book 
the cause of Napoleon now desperate, in the and muke short work with Bluoiier. The Bel- 
boscst manner deserted and carriiri to the gians, who were devoted to Nupulcra, thus res- 
Allies, as his peaoe-ofioruig, tha knowledge of oned fronq, the Allies, would join his efanse. This 
the Emperor’s order of march. Napoleon, a would revive thC'Hopes of tho^Liberal party 
perfect master of himself, received the tidings throughout the Coutiiiont. Sax^y, Italy, lluu- 
of this untoward defeerion with bis accustomed gary, Poland, would rally, and thd despots of 
tranquillity, filucherweloomed tho traitor Boar* Europe would again quail before tho iudiguant 
moot oormally, and the Bourbons loaded hjm upising of enslaved nations. On tho evening 
with honours. This evont rendered it necessary of tho i5th of Napoleon’s plans had 

fdr Napoleon to oountermand some of his orders, prospered, according to his roost sanguine hopefc 
that he might deorive the enemy. His star was again luminous, and the meteor 

Idamhql Sonlt, upon the abdieatioQ of Napo- glare of despotism began to wane, 
leon, had, with unseemly cordlwty, eottmd into Napoleon, hgving rcociv.d_ iutelKgsnee front 
iheeerrice of the BonrbaD& Upon the return Neytiiatholiad takon possession of Quatre Brae, 
of tbe Emperor, with equahalaeritri bo hastened advanced on tbe moniiug of the lOtfa by another 
book to bis ride. Thft apparent Scklenesa alie- road, in the diieqiion of Ligny, which was about 
noted from him the afibotms df tlm emy. The half-way between Quatre-Brusand Namur. Hem 
• Sriiperor, notwitbstauding the remooBtraiicos of be quite unexpectedly met Blacber, who, wifih 
Devoust, made .Soidt tie sedond |o oommaad. eighty thousand troops, had left Namrir to fqnn 
The suspected marsbd ww, hoifovtf, shorn of ajun^omritb \9elllngton. Blncherwasriwmod 
Us power, and, by his fteUe ctHtosmrion, evea surpnsa bytthe,intelligence eotn a n uB C ato d 
locarred the probably uqjqst enig^oa of trea. by tho desert^ Bonrmont Napolioa had wRh 
obeiy. Napoleon, howev^ never dmbted Usi. mm sixty thousand votsrans. One of tho most 
Ho was also oeeused by Bkynrbons of treaen^ desperate conflicts recorded in blstory tbpn easUoA 

to sirir caiueb and wai’tluoatoited sittt g ttm AU the day lengths bloody soigea of botriomUod 
lb reftrence to tbU ebeljn ttw EotpitWooiAv- U’ood fim over the plrio. Aa tbe ovenling eitt 
"jSanlt la innocent Bn vm noknowle^gfedjmot d«sm, Napoleon waa evofyirliiro nriotw 
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on this widdy^extended field, nnd the Prnssieas, 
leaving ten thousand prisoners in his bands and 
twenty thousand imtering in hioed, fled, af they 
had over been accuikined to do, before the genins 
of Napoleon. Hadley brought np his force to 
cat off the retreat oi\Ue Prussians, as Napoleon 
had ordered and expect, not one of the enemy 
'wouhi have escaped, and ** Waterloo " would not 
have been. 

Leaving Napoleon a victor upon the plains of 
ve must turn again to Ney. On the 
evening of the 15th, as Ney was approaching 
Qaatre>BrRi, night came on, dark, tempestuous, 
and with floods of rain, before the marshal had 
reached the cross of the roada The soldiers were 
czoeedtngly exhausted by two days’ march, in 
dreadful weather. Ney, having arrived within 
« few miles of the place, and encountering no 
foe, and ascertaining by couriers that there was 
no enemy at Qnatre-Bras, felt sure tliat he could 
take the portion without any obstncle in tl^e 
morning. He accordingly considered the enter* 
wise accomplished, ana sent a messenger to tV^e 
Emperor, informing him that he was actnally in 
possession. 

Tho soldiers, half-dead with fatigue, threw 
themselves upon the flooded sods, and, with 
the careering tempest for their lullaby, forgot 
their perils and their toila Little did they dream 
that, by those few hours of repose, they were over* 
throwing the throne of Napoleon, the Elnpire of 
France, and popular liberty^ throughout Europe., 

While these heroic defenders of the indepen¬ 
dence of France were sleeping npon^the storm- 
drenched ground, the Puke of Wellington was 
attending a very brilliant ball, given by the 
Duchess of Richmond, at Brussela In the midst 
of the gaietj^, as Wellington was conversing with 
the Duke of Brunswick in the embrasure of a 
window, a Murier approached, and informed him, 
in a low tone of voice, that Napoleon had crossed 
the frontier, and waa with his army, within ten 
miles of Brusmla WellingAa; astounded by the 
intelligence, tuhied pale. The Duke of Bruns¬ 
wick starAd from his chair so suddenly thai 
he quito foigot a child slumbering in ids lap, 
and rolled the helpless little one violently upon 
the floor. The news ISLisntly spread through 
the ball room. Wellington anAall the officers 
hastily retired. The ener^es of the Iron Duke 
were immediately aroused to their utmost tension. 
Bugles sounded, drums beat, soldiers rallied, and 
the whole migh^ host, cavalry, artillery, infimtry, 
and field trains were in an hour hurrying through 
the dark and flooded streets oCBnusels. 

The night was black and stormy. For three 
days and three nights the rain had fidlen almost 
witbont tetarmission. The roads were miry and 
flooded. It was but fifteen nffies ^om fimasels 
to Qnatre-Bras. Wellingtoa eras m fully aware 
as was Napoleon of the imminent importance of 
Chat post. Through the whole night the inun¬ 
dation of war rolled along the road, mingling its 
tumult with die uproar of the* tempest. In the 
morning Ney was appalled in disoeming, through 
the diivipg rain, that Wellingtoo had possession 


of Quatre-Bfos, and that its recovery, gven by 
the fierces^aasault, was donbtfhL 

At the same time, his perplexity wss img- 
mentej to angnish by receiving sn order fnm 
the Emperor, who, relying upon His statement 
that^uatr^Bras waa in his possession, guested 
him to leam a suitable force behind the intrench- 
menti to prevAt Wellington from coming to the 
aid or the Pmsrians, while Ney, with all his 
Bvtdlshle squadrons, hutened to ent off the re¬ 
treat orBlucber. 

“ The destiny of France," said the Empepn: 
in his despatohato Ney, " is in your hands." 

But for this unfortunate failure of Ney, 
Blucber's army would have behn euturely anni¬ 
hilated. The next day, Nhpoleon, with his 
United force flashed with victory, would have 
fallen upon Wellington, and the result of the con¬ 
flict could not have been doubtful. The Hano¬ 
verian end Belfpan troops were strongly in favour 
of Napoleon, and were fighting against him by 
compulsion. They would eagerly have rallied 
beneath his standard, and the history of the 
world would have been changed. Upon casnal- 
ties apparently so slight are the destinies of man¬ 
kind suspended. 

But Nev, instead of tieing able to cut off the 
retreat of Blucher, was oompellod to employ the 
whole day in desperate, sanguinary, though un¬ 
availing attempts to get possession of Quatre-* 
Bras. Wellington, fully conscious of hb peril, 
urged the march of his troops to the utmost. 

“ Tiioy must not wait for one another," said 
he, “ but march by regiments, by divisions, by 
compaifies even; battuion by liattalion, com¬ 
pany by company; ,the first ready, the nearmt 
and the bravest. They must not walk, but run, 
as to a fir^ Uen we mnst stand or fall to the 
last man."' 

Thus every hohr reinforcements were arriving, 
and crowding the post with invincible streni^ ' 
The anguish of Ney, as he perceived his irrs- 
parable fault, was awful. 

** You see those bolls," said he to Labddojhre, 
as the shot from the English batteries tore bis 
ranks; " would to Heaven they had all passed 
ilirough my bodyl" Galloping up to Kellerman, 
be exclaimed, in tones of despairing anguish, 
“One more charge, my dear general! Dash 
forward at the heart of the English army, and 
break it at any cost, I will support you. The 
country requires it of yon." ’ 

Kellerman, at the head of his mdragriers, 
plunged intb the dense masses of the foe. A 
storm of balls, shells, grape-shot, and bulleta 
ndled horses aniQ riders in Uood. The feeble 
and mangled remnants of th| sqoadtons ware 
driven bo^ as by a horrioane. 

A aeries of nnparalleled fataliUea ap|^ to 
have thwarted Napdeon’s profoundly laid plane 
thronghout the whole of this momentous oam- 
p^gn. The treachery of Bourmont rescued the 
enemy from that surprise which would unqiiee- 
tionabljrfaave secured his destraction. The neg- 
lectrfif Ney to take possession of Quatrs-Bnu^ 
and the feiM intelligsnoe eaat to Napdaon that 
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itmui ooonpieA agsla snstohod a^de^vavlo* 
totj fifom the Emperor. And yet thil great oum, 
neyer dbpoaei to qaarrel with Lk destiny, uttered 
no angiy complaints. He kneer that Ney had 
intended no wrong, and tie lost not a moment in 
useless repining. He immediately sett a friendly 
message to Ney, and calmly gat||erla np Aie re* 
sonroes to do what he could under the c^nge of 
drenmstances. 

Night again come with Us nnintermitted storm. 
It was the night of the 16th of Jnno. The sol¬ 
diers, drenched, hungry, weary, bleeding, djing, 
in Tain sought repose beneath that inclement sky 
and in those miry fields. Napoleon, at Ligny, 
not ten miles from Qnatre-Bras, was a victor. 
Ney, repulsed at point, slept upon his* 

arms before his indomitable foe at Qaidre-Bras. 
Blncher, with hi^ broken battalions, retreated, 
unopposed, during the night, towards Wavre. 
Wellington, informed of this rettost, fell back to 
form a junction with the Prussian army at Water¬ 
loo. Napoleon despatched Marshal Grouchy, 
with thirty tbousona men, to pursue the re¬ 
treating Prussians, to keep them continnally in 
right, to harass them in every way, and to press 
them so hctly that tli^ should not bo able to 
march to the aid of Wellington. 

The morning of tlie }7th of June dawned 
dismally upon those exhausted aud wretched 
victims o^ war, through the cloUds and the rain, 
and the still continued wailings of tho storm. 
The soldiers of Grouchy were so worn down by* 
the superhuman exertioos and sufferings of the 
last few days, that they were unable to^ivertako 
the rapidly retreating Pmssiana They, how* 
ever, toiled along tiirough \ho miry roads with 
indomitable energy. Napoleon, leaving Grouchy 
to pursue the Prussians, immediately passed over 
to Qnatre-Bras, to unite his forces with those of 
Ney, and to follow the retreat of Wellington. 
Their combined army amounted to about seventy 
thousand men. With these the Emperor fol¬ 
lowed vigorously iu the track of Wellingtop., 

The Duke had retreated during the day to¬ 
wards Brussels, uid halted on tlie spacious field 
of Waterloo, about nine miles from the metre- 
polii. Here, having skilfhlly selected his groftnd 
and posted his troops, he anxiously awai^ the 
arriw of Blueber, to whom he had sent urgent 
despatches to hasten to his aiA* Bluober was at 
Wavre, but a few hours’ inarch from Waterloo, 
with aeventy-two thousand men. The junction 
of these forces wonld give Wellington an over*, 
whelming superiority of Jmmbers. He would 
then have at least one fanndqd and fifty tbon- 
sand troops with whom to asuil len than 
seventy thousand. 

As iJght approached, die troopsmf Napoleon, 
toiling ^nfully through the stolid, the dark¬ 
ness, and the mve, arrived also on the fatal plain. 
The late hour at wldch the sevmal ^visions of 
fhe French army reached tiw unexplored tl^d 
df batde, inTolved in the obscurity tn^amrlmets 
•dd die storm, embairassed the Empotw ex- 
ose^ajy. As the light was fading awi5', he 
printed tomids the lavisible son, ana said-* 


m 

** What would I not give to be l]i!i day poi- 
! ssssu of the piwer of Joalma, and enablea tes 
rotara thy maroh for two bMrs!" 

Napoleon, judging from llbe bivonao fires of 
^0 enemy that they were^trongly posted and 
int|nded to give battle, r^nutitrod the groaud 
by groping over it oq foot, and posted his bat¬ 
talions as they succesuvely arrived. He imme* 
diately sent a despatch to Marshal Grouchy, 
ordering him to press the Prusrians vigorously, 
and to keep bimsrif in a position to combine wita 
the Emperor's operations. For eighteen houn- 
' the Emperor liad tasted neither of sleep, repose, 
nor nourishment. Ills clothes were covered with 
mud aud solikedwith rain. But, regardle^of 
exposure and fatigue, he did not seek even to 
warm himself by the fires around which his 
drenched troops were shivering.' All the night 
long the rain fell in torrents, and ail the night 
Igng the Emperor toiled, unprotected, in the 
storm, os lie prepared far the fianflict of tho 
morrow. 

* Wellington's army, varionriy estimated at 
from 72,(100 to 90,(100 in number, was admirably 
posted along Uie brew of a gende eminence, a 
mile and a half in length. A dense forest in 
the rear, where the ground gradually fell away„ 
concealed from the view and the shot of the 
enemy all bat those who stood npon the brow of 
the emjnonce. Napoleon established his troops, 
estimated at from 05,000 to 75,000, within 
cannon-shot of the doe, aud on the gentle de¬ 
clivity of a corresponding rise of laud, whick 
extended parallel to that occupied by the Eng¬ 
lish. 

This dreadful night at length passed away, 
and the morning of the 18th of June dawned, 
lurid and chcoricss, through the thi» clouds. It^ 
was the morning of the Sabbath day. The* 
vast field of Waterloo, plonghed and sown with 
grain, soaked by the rams of the past week, and 
cut up by the steels and the tramp of these 
enormous armies*was converted iffto a quagmiro. 
,The horses sank to their knees in* the hnmid' 
soiL The wheels of the guns, encumbered with 
adhesive clay, rolled heavily, axle deep, in the 
mire. Under ciroumsfainces of such difficulty, 
the French were conl^led to attack doirn one 
ridge of slopM* actriu a valley, and up another 
ridge, toiling through the mud, expose all the 
way to point-blank discharges from the batteries 
and lines of th# English. Wellington was to Mfe 
simply on the defensive, endeavouring to main¬ 
tain his position until the arrival of Blncher. 

About right ffclook the clouds of the long^ 
storm broke and dispersed, the sun came oat in 
all its glory, and one of the most ^ght and 
lovely of Sabba^ smiled npon Wifteiloo. Tim 
skies ceased to w^p, and the vail of doufi was 
witiidiawo, m if uod*wonld allow the angels to- 
look down and witness this awfrtf qiecuirie of 
man’s inhumanity to man. 

Napolegn astpmbled mbst of bis genaral 
ol|icers aronnd him to give them his final 
orders. “The snemy’s aimy," said be, “ia 
siqierior to oun ^y neariy a foorth. Tbggjoer 
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howevor, ninety chaocet bt onr favour to ton wbi^ VUfftakeoni^a or vatim eonld aocom- 
against t nlidt. Hour aftor boor, Che Trenoh loldien, 

'* Without doubt,! exdtdoMd Marshal abontiag ^TivarEn^eresrl'* made onset aftoir 
who bad at that nuneiit estorad, “ if the Bdu onset, gp to the veiy mszzlea of the British 
of Wellington were ettott|^ to wait for gnna^aad wete ent down by tbeir^errlfic d!i 
yonr Majesty’s aSta^ Hot 1 am come to charges Ulu. gran before the scythe. Ihe 
annonnce that his cimmns are already in foil demon of dbstoootioa and woe held its high 
retreat and fost disi 4 >peariDg in the fonst of oamivllinuietridstof the demoniac reveltjr of 
Soignee.” tboee moody hours. Every discharge which 

Yon have aesh badly,” the Emperor replied, blended its tbnnder with the roar of that awM 
««ith calm oonfidmce. **It is too late. By battle was sending widowhood and orphanage to 
such a step he would expose himself to certain distant homes, blinding the eyes of mothers and 
ruin. He has tbrown the dice; they are now daughters with tears of agony, and darkening 
for ns.” once happy dwellings with lue-long wretohed- 

At ha]f.p{ht ten o’cloidt all tiia movements ness, 
were made, and the troops were in their stations For many bonrs the ^^1^ Held was swept 
for the battle. Thus far profound silence had with an unintermitted storm of balls, sbelis, 
reignsd on the field, os tho squadrons moved I bullets, and grape-shot, while pnormoos masses 
with noiselsSB steps to their appointed staUons. I of cavalry, in fluent and refluent snrges, trampled 
The hospitals Wcnwestahlisliod m the rear. The i into tho bloody mire the*dying and the dead, 
coips of sttrgepns had spread out their bandagei^ There were now forty thousand of the com> 
and splinters, knives and sMs, and, with tiieir batants weltering in gore. The wide-extended 
aleeves rolled up, were reaflr for their melon^ field was everywhere covfvcd with bodies in 
oholy deeds of mercy. The Emperor rode along eveiy conceivable form of hideous mutilation, 
his devoted lines. Every eye was riveted upon The flash of the guns, the deafening Jthnnder of 
him.” Every heart said, Ood bless him!” artillery and musketry, the groaus and the 
" One heart,” says Lamartine, beat between piercing shrieks of riie wounded, the den* ^ 
these men otid the Emperor. In such a mo- volumes of smoke, which enveloped the plain in 
ment, they sfafared the same soul and the same almost midnight gloont, the delirious shouts ot 
oanse. The army was Napoleon. Never before thea^iulonls as they rushed upon death, the 
it BO entirely Napoleon as now At %uch a shrill whistUng of the missiles of destri Stion, and 
moment, he must have ffit jiiinseli luo.otbana ^le wild flight of the fugitives, as. in broken 
nui—^more than a sovereign. ]li$ ariiiy bent bands, they were pursued and sabred by the 
in homage to the post, tbo presenf, ai.d the cavalry, presented the most revolting spectacle 
future, and welcomed victory or defeat, the of wat^ lu all the enormity of its guilt and of 
throne or death, with its chief. It was deter- its fiendish brotalityn Who, before the tribunal 
mined on everytliing, even on tlio sacrifice of of God, is to be held reaponsiblu for that day of 
itselfi to restore him Im Empire, or to render his blood ? 

last nil illustrious. To have inspired such de- In the midst of thc<;c awful scones, early in the 
votion was toe greatness of Napoleon; to evince aflemoon, os portions of Wellington’s line were 
it even to madness was the greatness of bis giving way and flying in dismay towards Brus- 
army.” Such is tho .reluctant concession, sels, carrying the timings ol uetcat, and when 
blended with ^generous sArt, of Napoleon’s Napoleon felt sure of toe victory, the Emperor's 
most unnandid Ind most envenomed foe. quiik eye discerned, for off upon his right, an 

' The aoefhmations which burst from the lips Immense mass of men, more than thirty thousand 
of nearly seventy thousand men, thus inspired strong, emerging from the forest, and with rapid 
wiUi one affection, one hope, one soul, resounded step deploying upon the plain. At first N»po- 
in prolonged eehoes ovei^He field, and foli por<.< Icon was sanguine that it was Marshal Grouchy, 
tontonsly on toe ears of the waiting enemy. and that toe battle was decided; but in another 
Indeed, there was so strong a sympathy with moment toeir artillery balls began to plough his 
toe Emperor among toe Belgian and Hanove- ranks, and the Emperor learned that it was 
rian,troop8, who were eompellM |p march under Bnlow, with toe t^vance-gnard of Bhutoet's 
the bannmr tri the Allies, that the Ditoe of Wei- armr, hastening to toe rescue of Wellington, 
lington had great fears that they woiad abandon Tnis was'guing the foe a fearful piepon* 
him in too heat Of battle, and pass over to the derance of power. Napoleon had now less than 
generous, sympathising, warm-nearted cbiellmn sixty thousand mkn, While Wellington, with this 
of the pMple. In referenOo to these German runforoement, could eppose to Urn a hundred 
contingent!). Sir Walter Scott says-^n tmthfol toontand. the £mp^r,t|n<lUtnayed, turned 
utterance, though with inelegtifphque— calmly to Martoal Soult, and sMd, "We had 
" They were la some jiistdioei^speoted to nine^ chances out of a bandied in ont foyoeg 
be lukewarm* to the cause in wbioh they were this morning. The arrival of Bnlow miton «• 
engaged, so that it would be imprudent to trnst loe% thirty. But we have stifl toaty ^«dnst 
more to their assistance and oo-operatiim than forty; and if Growfoy MD& on hie detitoiiiaBt 
eonld not possibly be avoided.*’* • with rapMity. the rictory will be toiertoy ogf 

At eleven o'clock toe horrid carnage com- toe mwe de^ve^ for toe oorp* tf Bntotr sami^ 
menced. On either side everyiMog waa dOoA in toat oaie, be eatotoF iMA* 
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Walfiiigtoi^ bf deip«l<yM tfu tAi^^ 
beat bftcK ft«d) battuin^ titled v . 
sbroDg. The etitiioiUiiic MMiS &i 
panoply of « jott oanae, plnnaad i#Uwi^ 
tbe laoM of inn oav foe. and 4tof a nca tnm tntn 
tbe arooda. Tba Es^mot, wUIl lli dtoRol^ad 
oolomna, contimtadUitanibloduifgM. Hok;^ 

hia eyo anxioaaly fiMd npon Um dlatant karltoni 
ei^woting every moment to see ^ gteaming 
bannen of Gtondby. Tbe necahal beard tilie 
tremendone osnnonade booming ftom tbe field 
of Watorloo, afid yet refbsed, notwitbstaadiDg 
the eitreaties ofiju^ffioeni, to approach tbe 
soene of the tenifionRhi He baa mien aoonsad 
of tieason. Nanoleon charitably aacrtbes hie 
fatal inactivity to mmt of jadgment The cou¬ 
riers Bent to him m*the morning w«e •either 
intercepted by tiie enemy or turned traitors 
Grouchy did not receive the order. In the cir- 
cnnutances of the ^pse, however, to every one 
but himself the path of duty seoined plain. 

^neral Kxcelsman rode np to Marshal 
Grouchy, find said, “The Emperor ia in action 
with the Engl’sh army. There can be no doubt 
ot It / fire so teinblo cannot be a skinnis 
W'l misfit to march to the soene of action. 1 
) am in >ld solaier of tbe army of Italy, and bavo 
he‘'r J Gmieral Eonnparte promnlgate this prin¬ 
ciple a unndred times If we turn to the left, 
we shall bo on the field of battls in two h** 's 
Count Cl''raid joined them and nrmd the same 
advice Hod Grouclj followed uteseecouDBels, 
and appeared upon the Bold with his divinon of 
thirty thousand men, proba^ no| a man of tbe 
English or Prussian army could havo escaped 
the Emperor. But G' ’’y, though be had 
lost right of Bluoher, pleaded his ordem to follow 
lum, and refhsed to move. 

As the Fre* soldiers witnessed the prompt 
rstreat of Bulow's reinforcement, and the Em- 
pero" was about to mahe a charge with tbe Okl 
Guard, which never yet bad cbaig^ in vain,' 
they deemed the victory sura Loud ehonts of 
“^^ve rEmnereorr rang alepg their ligss. „ , 

which rose above tbe roar of tbe battla and mil Utans, trampling dow;iatheir feeble and mduussed 


Jnit at ^ ttirical menunl, when the Em- 
**1 for a rimnltaaeoua 
by Ms whole forc^, two long, ^ris 
, of thirty thousand each, &e unb^ 
^ ^ Blusher and B^w,#ame pouring ovw 
fUiMnUs, down thtflom and bloedutg flank 
of Ni^poleQBx'a oxbansted tnepa Ttos an army 
of sixty thousand finulh. acddlers, nearly equal to 
Nbpribcm'B whole forea at the oommenoement of * 
the confllet, with exultant honnha and bugl^nw 
peaia, ag4 thundering artillery, came msbing 
npon tbe plain. It wae an awfiil mraient H 
was a thunderbolt of Fate. 

“ It is ali^est oertaln,'* says General Jomini, 
who bad deserted to tbe Allies, and wgs at this 
time dd-de-oamp to the Emperor Alexander, 
'^that Napoleon would have remained master ot 
the field of battle but for the arrival of C5,0(H) 
Prnsrimw on bis rear.” 

• The Emperor’s wasted bande now in the 
bxtreme of exhanafon. For eigu hears every 
nhyrioal energy llli been tasked to its ntmoit 
endurance by ano^ ponfiiot as tito world had 
seldom seen before. Twenty thonai^ of to 
soldiers were either bleeding the graiAd or 
motionless in death. He hud now less ^an fifty 
tbonwnd men to oppose to one hundied and 
fifty thouBiind. Welliugtcm, dfUllg uio day« 
bad brought up some additional fimM ftom to 
rear, on could now eppo' the Empiror with 
numbera t , i. uoc 

Tli 'tolbgent Aeiivb poldiars instaa% per* 
crived tuo doiMrate mate of their afiairai hn^ 
undismayed, tbey sto'-d .inn, waiting only for 
the command ut tb&ii Empenr. The allied 
army saw at a glance ita advantage, and a ehont 
of exultation burst aimnltaneei^ from their 
bps. The Emporor, vritb that wonderful cool- 
ness which never forsook him, promptly rceelled 
the order for a general oharj^ nadf by a rapid 
and skilful series of manmnvns, as by magic, so 
changed the ftogt^ his army os to face the 
Prustians advancing upon towrighfe and the 
'hues of Well .igton before him. * 

Everything depended now upon one desperate 
charge! by the Imperial Guard, before tbe Prn»> 


ominously, in prolonged echoes, npon tbe eats 
of die auied tioopa A panic spread through 
the ranks of WeUlngtcu's army. Many of toe 
ng^menteweroredai^toskeletonii ana einnei, 
tlrown into disorder, were ruhii^ from the 
field in ftagirivs hands. 1J}ie whole mr of tiu 
English anny now proeentpd a tamnltnoiu scene 
of oonfttsiod, toe entire i^ace ftetvreen Waterioo 
and Brussels bring fified with stragglne gnii oB 
the dforh of a rotiM aitoy. 

W^iagtoa riOM tqate A . 
vtotridttg withlnteoM aiui|e(j|j 
Blnoha'. He knew (hot'w 
et toort time longer. A* 
ing away, herepmttedtyf 
tom fixed hii gage npon 
ft# wiped toe peatom 
kotocM fiomtobmp, 1 
lelmtlitoBla^ae 




opponents, could blend their squadrons with the 
batta^ns of Wellington. The Emperor placed 
himself at tbe bead of this devoted and invia- 
ribls band, and advanced in front of the Britiali 
&es, apparently intending bimseN to lead toe 
cbaige. Bbt lm officers of his steE entnatod' 
him to ramembe{ that the tafe^ of Fronee d«* 
pended solely npon him. Yletoeg to torir aoltr 
onions, be resifpied the command te Mey. 

The scene now presented was ape d ^tteet 
roUintowhltoriwrltoevwfiroritoii Thelip* 
pei^ GnaMhtinevto yto toemad tot ift tho 
natoofriBtny« tmmwtiito tokt^ 

to two immenaa eotoftaei itotoended the mo 
emtoenee and ascended ttojHto to ^p|foaA torir 
toniuDStwpobittoiank dMi|^frett tattontoi 
dthm»>tootted 0 leaded to Ito wntote wiai 
gn^ towe wtoAJBPMtottt'f InEintoeetoKn df 
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icene. Tbe de8ttui<|i of Napoleon, of. Frwco, of i 
Enrope, were sospcodeA npoiit too Aaties ff * 
moment. The fate of the world trebled in the 
balance. Not a dvtm beat the cbarjte. Not a 
bugle uttered ita iwmiri^tig tonea Not a cheer 
escaped Uie lips or ttfose proud^ indomitable 
men. Silently, sternly, nnfiindhingly, tliey rode 
on till they axtired within a few yards of the 
' batteries and bayonets which the geiiias of WeU 
' '/’ingtou had arrayed to meet them. There was 
a flash as of intensest lightning gleaming along 
the British lines, A peal as of crashing thunder 
burst upon the plain. A tempest of bullets, shot, 
shells, and ail the horrible missiles ^of war, fell 
like hdUtoncs upon the living moss, and whole 
battaliuns melted away and were trampled in 
the bloody mire by the still advancing host. 
Defiant of death, the intrepid Guard, dosing up 
its decimated ranks, pressed on, and pierced the 
British lino. Silvery cannon, every mnsket wliicb 
could bo brought to bo^r, was directed to this' 
unfaltering and terrible foe. iONey, in the course 
of a ibw moments, bad live Iprses shot beneath' 
him. Then, witli a drawn sabre, ho marched 
on foit at the head of his men. Napoleon gnaed 
with intense anxiety upon the progress of this 
heroic baud, tilli enveloped in clouds of smoke, 
it was lost to iMght. 

At the same moment tlie Prussians came rnsli- 
ing upon the field, witli infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery, entirely overpowering tlio feeble laid 
exliaustcd - squadrons left to oppo.so them. A 
gnst of wind swept away the .smoke, und as the 
aoxions eye of Napoleon pierced the tumult of 
tlio battle to find bis Guard, it had disappeared. 
Almost to a man they were weltering in blood, 
A mortsQ paleness overspread the check of the 
Emperor. The French array also saw that tho 
Gttard was annihilated. An instantaneous p.tnic 
etruc'k ever^ heart. W'ith exultant shouts the 
army of Blucher and of AVdlingtoii rushed upon 
the plmn, and a scene of Ueiioit ensued at which 
humanity shnmers. Tho banners of despotic 
Fru.<;&ia aniFof constitutional England blended in«j 
triumph, and intertwined their folds over t hut gory 
field, where the liberties of Europe were stricken 
to the dost. Blutdier andjyellington, with their 
dripping swords, met, with congratulations, in 
tho bloody arena. Each claimed the honour of 
the victory. TogeUier they had uchit ved it. 
Wellington's troops were so cxh^isted as to be 
nni^e to fbllow tho discomfited army. 

** Leave tho pursuit to mo," said I^uchcr; " I 
will send every man and every horse after the 
enemy,*’ He fidfilled Lis promise with a mer¬ 
ciless eneargy characteristic of this dcbuucbed 
and fiercia dragoon. No quarter was shown. 
The unarmed were cut down,|^d even the pri¬ 
soners were sabred. * • 

Tlie Englirh soldiers, as usual, were generous 
and morexM in the houn of victory. They dis¬ 
persed over tho field, and carried refieriiments 
and asustance not only to their own wounded 
countrymen, but also to (heir bleeding and dying 
foes. 

threw himeelf intOi • unall^sqaate, 


whicih ^ kept as a reserve, and urged it 
forwai^ into tbe densest throngs of the enemy. 
Ha WM re'so}ved to perish with bis Guard. Cam- 
brona»,1te |gava commander, seized riie reins of 
the Einperou bo^and said to him, in beseech¬ 
ing tones, ‘fSire, death shuns yon. You will 
but bOIxnadd ae^Isoner.” Napoleon shook hie 
head aifil for a moment resisted. But then bis 
better judgmait told him that thus to throw 
away his life would be but an act of suicide. 
With tears filling his eyes, and grief overspread¬ 
ing his feature8,Jie bowed to these heroes, ready 
to offer themselves up in a bloody sacrifice. 
Faithful even to death, with a anelanoholy cry 
they siioated “Vive I'EmMvflsrr' These were 
their last words, their HylAg farewell. Silent 
and sorrowfully, the Emperor put spurs fo his 
horse, and disappeared from tfie fatal field. It 
was tbe commencement of his journey to St. 
Helena.** 

This one square, of two battalions, alono 
covered the flight of the army as a gallant rear¬ 
guard. The Prussians ancT the English pressed 
It on three sides, pouring into its bosom the tflost 
destructive discharges. Squadrons r>f cavalry 
plunged upon them, and still tliey romiiincd un¬ 
broken. The flying artillery was brought up, 
and ])itilossly pierced .the heroic baud with a 
storm of ''annon-bnlls. Tliis invincible iriuiirc, 
tho last fragment of the Old Guard, •''"■vi d by 
that scul which its imperial creator hud breathed 
nito it, calmly closing up as death thinned its 
ranks, slowly and defiantly retired, crresiing the 
flood of pursuit. Gtueral Cambronne was now 
bleeding fron sis wounds. Bui a few scores of 
men, torn and bkeiJmg, remained around him. 
The Eiigl!.sh and Prussians, admiring such 
heroism, and weary of the butchery, suspended 
for u moment tbeir fire, and sent a ling of truce 
domandiiig a capitulation. General Cambronne 
returned the immonnl reply—“The Guard dies; 
it never surrenders f A few more volleys of 
bullets from the infantry, a few more discharges 
of grape-shot from the artillery, mowed tliom all 
down. Thus perished, on the fatal field of 
W'pterloo, the Old Guard of Napoleon. It was 
tbe creation of tlie genius of tbe Emperor; he 
had inspired it with bis own lofty spirit; and 
the full of the H^mperor it dovoteefly refused to 
survive. 

It was BOW night. Tbe awful damonr of 


The rsiil's of the EnRllsb,’* uccordinir to tho state¬ 
ment of niiiclier, ai qtioied by W’, H. Ireland, Esq., 
were tin o* n into disorder; tlie foss had been consldor- 
ab)i‘, so tli»t tlie rfserves had adrnncod Into the line, 
end the sltuailon of the Duke of Wellington was ex- 
cccilingly critical. .Still greater disorder prevailed in 
the r ‘ar of tlia EngUsh army. The roade of the fores* 
of Solgnes were eneuAhored by waggona artilten’, and 
bnggsge, deserted Jiy their drivers, white numeroua 
bands of fugitives had spread eoatusion and affrieht 
tUrougbout Brussels end thegeighboiwlng roadn. il'id 
uf.t< bo French gaccesseS been intemipted by the marcls 
of Rulow, or if Marshal Grouchy, os the Emperor had 
every reason to hope, had foRowed at the heels of the 
Prusstuns, a more glortooB victory could not have been 
obtolhed by the French, aS it has been affirmed, on all 
hands, that not a tingle man of the DolW Of WcUiiig* 
tou’a army oohU baveelcaped*'* 
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battle, the tattle of maekeitjr, aad Ata^hitader of 
artiUeiy, the inforiated ^ofe of pe 
Prussians, nnd the abtieka of thelf Mcititni is 
they were pierced by 

sabres, presented a scene of bttttid^ ^hsiniid wtr 
which the inuifi;lnRtioa srsen ehtfOKh tftaa voi^i 
templating. The bloody field' of' Watertio ww 
covered with 40,000 eory bodtM. The Bidce of 
Wellington, well satiraod -with bis day's work, 
granted his soldiers repose, and IvR the ^nrsnit 
to the Prussians. The savage Blucber, with his 
savage band, all the night long continued the 
work of death. TheFrench army was dispersed 
In every direction, and nothing remained for Na* 
poleon but to re^m as rapidly os possible t<t 
Paris, and endeavolTi,^.; raise new ibrees to at* 
tempt to repel the invasion of the enemy. Such 
was the bloody dt'ftd by which the Allies suc¬ 
ceeded in quenching «he flame of Continental 
liberty, and in establishing over Europe Russian, 
and Prussian, and Austrian despotism. That 
England should have aided in this work is the 
darkest blot upon Eiiftland’s escutcheon. 

Napoleon immediately turned his steps towards 
Paris. At one o'clock in the morning he arrived 
at Quatre-Bras. lie stopped here for an hour to 
give some directions respecting the retreat, and to 
designate a ralI>ing-poLiit for his fuj^tivo bands, 
to which bo could prose forward reinforcements 
Trorn Par!^ and then hastened on to Charleroi. 
It was n lovely summer's niglit Tbo moon shone 
brilliantly in an unclouded and tninqiul sky. All 
the night long the exhausted Emperor, accorn. 
pauied by a few of his suite, in sil-'ace and 
angui4i urged on his horse, while the thunder 
and the tumult of the awt.it pursuit resounded 
through the clear midnight air appallbgly behind 
him.** 

Ho arrived at this place in the early dawn of 
the mbming. Utterly worn down in body and 
mind, he threw himself upon a conch for a few 
moments of repose. But the calamity in which 
he was overwhelmed was too awful to admit of a 
moment's slumber. Several of his followers came 
in with swollen eyes, and haggard couutonances, 
and clothes covered with blood and dirt. As Na- 


poicon contempiaceu tne meianciioty speciactc, 
and appreciated the enormity of the woe which 
threatened France, ho was for a moment quite 
numanned. Silently pressing tfie hand of his 
friend, Baron Floury, tears gushed from his eyes, 
betraying the cruel anguish with wluoh bis heart 
was lacerated. . 

Again monnting his faorsl^ he pressed rapidly 
on to Laon, where he arrived a^four o'dock in 
the afternoon. Here, ho deiqmtched rarione 
orders, and Motaftai^ and h<^st boBetiate 

** “Ha hod proved," says St Artois, 

ErUu, Kollsbon, Ard^ Sad aim atWstatlcNvkhst-lie 
was not sQrald of bdletsf and lust Iw a«t btoeved in, 
tha reaourees Of Franee, ha would have died St Uia hesdM 
of the remains of his antiy; ho qabtoci ttun ha 

bad not a genarat of hit roar.cuard who touldlhtlM 
toera to Laon as weU ssMauwu; wlgtSnu atiecMMyei 
placo him at thahdm of tha vaseal td' #st4*httoJ^ 
sim iMtsat^ was not« Ids lMsd.qa4irMra bitt st the 
Tallaiet." 


yew to bear it niad.' If I have omitted anv 
SKiOti^ dinmiastotioes,. you. jrfil remind mo of 
tb^, Xyis'nePniT intention to conceal anv- 
ihiag. Kovi as a^ the affair of Moscow, tiie 
wbrne truth must he disolosod to France. I 
might have thrown, on Marshal Key the blsmo 
of part of the aUfortime of Waterloo. But the 
mnohtef Is dqhe. No more nmat be said." 

After a few hours of unrefrosbing and troubled 
shimber, toe Emperor entered a carriage, nnd, 
accompanied by a few friends and a feeble escort, 
drove nil to(f day, and, just after midnight on the 
morning of toe ‘Slst, arrived in PdriS. It was a 
dark and gloomy hour. The street'iMps were 
flickering and expiring. With charsctorituie pro¬ 
priety, instead of directing hisAteps to the Tuile- 
r^s, ho modestly turned aside tiptoe less ain^ 
Bitiotts palace of the Elys^q. A feSir servants 
were at the gate of the palace with glimmering 
tfircbes. He was received upon the steps by his 
ftulhful friend, Cauraincourt. Fatfgne and grief 
had prostrated him into the last stage of satlmus* 
tion. His cheek was emaciated aira pallid, and 
his dross disordered by travel. Uis tottering 
limbs could hardly support his steps, and his head 
drooped upon his shoulder. Throwing' himiwlf 
upon a sofa, he exclaimed, presriug his hand upon 
his heart— 

“ I am suifering kolh. The nnny hu perftmned 
prodigies ob valour. It is grievous to think that 
we should have been overcome aftec so' many 
heroic efforts. My most brilliant victories do not 
shed more glory on the French army than the 
defeat at Waterloo. Our troops baSre not been 
beaten; they have been sacrificed, massacred by 
overwhelming numbers. My Guard suf&red 
themselves to be cut to pieces witbouf atoing for 
quarter; but they exclaimed to me, * Withdraw t 
withdraw! You^yeft that death is resolved to 
spore your Majesty.' And, opening their ranks, 
wy old grenadiers screened me from toe oaruago 
by farming around mo a rampart of their own 
bodies, hiy brave, my admirable Guard has 
been destroved. and 1. have not perished with 


them." 

Ho paused, overcome by anguish, and beating 
a deep sigh, said, “ I desire to bo alone," and 
retired to toe sil^ce and solitude of his'cabinet. 


CHAPTER LXVHL . 

MB SEMMO ABOTCATtOlf. 

Angetsh of tin E(r}««r~.Perit'of Ft«(iK!eA.G»enen 
' convened—Stwmy MMion of tho Chsutbin*- Tina. 
cherv of Fnuche—Tiunalt St the Elfii4sA.Th« sbiUcs. 
Uon—Kapoloon roUrcs to MsImsUon—ttathttriaam of 
the army—Masnsnlmous oifor of the Eaperon—Hls 
V, emhattsss^}ents~*||nitsiltyefB<atosy«' . 

' TSie Em^erar, iR«F cemmttaihgfBsIitot time 
lidih his own toim^ts'teti>e«oUtodenf b»o^i« 
net, took nbitof^ead then fhnwUBunUhrptm 

.. 
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his hed fot a fev nioments of repose. But the 
ioteresti at stake were too moniftntoiis^ and tlie 
perils of the hoar too terrible, to allow o£ any 
slamber. Ho soon rose, called for Canlainaurt, 
and, in tones of iadpsciibable oalmness and nd> 
ness, spoke of tbe calamity with Which France 
was overwhelmed. His pallid dieek and snaken 
eye proclaimed the anfialsh of his mind. 

“ I feel,” said the limperor, in low tones of 
-witter cahanstion," that 1 have received my deatli- 
wonnd. The blow that has fallen upon mo at 
Waterloo is mortal. The enemies' force qimd- 
rupied ours. But I hnd combined a bold 
maneenvre, with the view of pi'eventing the 
junction of the two hostile armies. The infs^ 
mous des^on of Bonrmont forced me to change 
all my llrtngemciits. To pass over to the 
enemy on the eve of n battle I Atrocious I Tbe 
blood of his countrymen bo on his head. The 
mnlodictionsoif hYauce will pnrsue him.” • 

“Sire,” said Caulainconrt, “you at first re¬ 
jected that man. IIow unforinnato that yon <|jd 
not follow your own impulsf;!" 

“Oh, this baseness is incredible!” exclaimed 
the Kmperor bitterly. “The annals of the 
French army offer no precedent for such a crime. 
Jomini was not a Frcnclnnan. The cotiscqncncps 
of this defection have been most disastrous. It 
created despondency. Grouchy was too late. 
Ney was carried away by enthubiasm. Our 
army performed prodigies j)f valour, and yet we 
lost the battle. GeneralsT marshals, all fought 
gloriously.” • 

After a moment’s pause, he added, “I must 
unite tbe twochambers in an imperial sitting. 
I will faithfully describe to them the misfortunes 
of the aniiy, and appeal to them for the means 
of saving the conntry. After that, 1 will again 
return to ^le seat of war." 

But Pans was now in a state of terrific excite* 
meiit. An army of a million of men, from va¬ 
rious quarten, was marchupon the doomed 
and unarraetrEmpire. In eight days the con- 
joined forces of liluchcr and Wellington couhi 
be in Paris. Tlie political adversariis of Napo¬ 
leon took advantage of this panic. “ France 
must pass tbrongh seas o£ blood,” they exclaimed, 
“ to repel these locust legions. Tho Allies make 
war upon Napoleon aloue. If we give him np 
we ehfdl np^ase them, save Franco from the 
horrors of an inva-sion, and t^en we can esta¬ 
blish a Republic, or choose another Emperor, as 
we please." * 

This langnago was plausible. Tho Bourbon 
party expected, in the overthrow of ‘Napoleon, 
to replace, by the aid of tlic Allies, Louis Stanis¬ 
las Xasliir. Tbe Republicans of all shades hoped 
for the establishment of reMbllcan institutions. 
The more moderate and judmion/of this party, 
like La Fayette, tliouglit that France could sns- 
-taiu ahealtby and lasv-abiding Republic. The, 
JocoWn party was ripe for any changes which 
might bring the lowebt deniocrncpinto power. 
These factions in tlie Chambers all combmed 
against the Emperor. The peril was so immi- 
ttpnii hostita squadrons were every hour 


rushing ne^ to Paris, that there was no time 
for cool deliberation. All was tumult, excite¬ 
ment, feverish baste. The treacherous Fouchd 
was almady in commnnication withsthe enemy, 
end plottina, with tho most detestable hypocrisy 
and perfidjq for tbe restoration of tho Bourbons. 
He kkw tHatauccessfol intrigue in their bcliulf 
wonld%ring him a rich reward. 

Tho Chamber of Peers and tbe Chamber of 
Deputies, somewhat correspondiug to the House 
of Lords and House of Commons in Great 
Britain, were npw in session. The Deputies con¬ 
sisted of five hundred members. Many of them 
were ardent and ultra Democrat, young and in¬ 
experienced men from th||provinces, who bad 
never before sat in a le^fl^itive assembly. They 
were easily duped by those wily lenders who 
were familiar with all the iorms of legislative 
halls, courts, and cabinntk, and with all the arts 
of intrigue. In the confusion and anarchy which 
ensued, the Peers were almost lost sight of, while 
the more nnmermis body, of Deputies grasped 
the reins of power. 

Lucien and Joseph, informed of the retnm of 
their brother, hastened to tho ElysdA Soon the 
apartments were filled with the great function¬ 
aries of the Empire. Some advised one thing 
and some another. At seven o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing the Emperor assembled the Council of State, 
He saw clearly that, in that awful evsis, it was 
in vain to rely upon the antagonistic coundls and 
tardy measures of deliberative assembliea He 
knew that the salvation of France depended 
upon tRe investment of the Emperor with dicta¬ 
torial power. Prompt and decisive measures 
alone conld save roe nation. But he was re¬ 
solved not to assume that powef unless it was 
coufeired upon him by the two Chambers. 

The dreadful bulletin of Waterloo was read to 
the Coimcil, and then Napoleon, with calmness 
and dignity, thus addressed them:— 

“The army is covered with glory. Deser¬ 
tions, misunderstandings, and an inexplicable 
fatality have rendered unavailing the heroic 
exertions of our troops. Our disasters are great, 
But tiiey are still reparable if my efforts are 
seconded. I returned to Paris to stimnlate a 
noble impulse. If the French people rise, the 
enemy will beSsubdued. If, instead of resoiiiog 
to prompt measures and making extroor^nary 
sacrifices, time is wasted in disputes and discus¬ 
sions, all is lost The enemy is in France. In 
eight day^ he will he at the gates of the capital. 
To save the conntiy, it is necessary tliat I should 
bo invested wf!h vast power—with n temporary 
dictatorship. For the interests of all, I onght to 
possess this pwer; but it will be more proper, 
mors national, that it should be conferred upon 
me by the Chambers.” 

Carnot rose and said, with deep emotion, “ 1 
Aclare that I consider it indispensable that, 
durigg the present crisis, the sovereign should 
be invested with absolute power." 

Many others wanAIy advocated this view, 
while oven the traitor Fouchd, who was now the 



531 


1816.] ASSEMBLES THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

agent of the Duke of Wellington, and in coire- leased from tlie dnngeonsof Olnintz, and restored 
spondonco witli him, did not venture openly to to liberty and his thmily, intividuiied, and, by lus 
oppose it. It was, however, cantionsly et^gested 8troi|g personal intluonce, carried, tlii'so resolu- 
tbat n strodg opposition to the Enipe.ror had tiom. llis’uitentians were uuuuesliannidy good, 
arisen in tho Chambers, and that ft would be bailie cived sadly in judgrnetft. lie Hvc-d to be 
probably impossible to get a vote in favouuf the codvinced of his error, and bitterly to deplore it. 
dictatorship. , * * 4* ^ Fayette, a man of sincere patriotism and of 

“ What is it they wish ?'* exclaimed Napoleon, warm and generous impulses, tbonght that, since 
“ Speak candidly. Is it my abdication they de- the nation had so docisi vdjr rejected the Bourbons, 
sire?" if Napoleon wonld abdicate, the Allies would 

“ I fear that it is, sire,” Begnault answered sbeatlie the sword, and allow France to establish a 
sadly. “ And though it is deopl^r repugnant to Republic. He led the rcpublioan party. Tlicso 
my feelings to tell your Majesty a painiiil truth, were weak dreams for asensiblo man to indulge in., 
yet it is my belief that, were you not to abdi- All the rival partiesunited to overthrow Napoleon, 
cate voluntarily, tU'.'lliainber of Deputies would each hoping, by that event, to attain its own end. 
require your abdicatioh.” The iriends of the Emperor, disconrag^ by this 

To this declaration, tho truth of which all combined opposition, and trembling%Bfore tlio 
seemed to apprehend, there was tho response on rapid approach of a million of hostile bayonets, 
the pert of others, “*lf the Deputies will not lost heart, and bowed to tho storm, 
unite with tho Emperor to savo France, he must .'On the 23rd of September, 182A La Fayette, 
save tho Empire by his single efforts. Ho must then on his trinmphai tour through the ifnitcd 
declare himself a dictator. He must pronounce Sjptes, visited .Joseph Bonaparte at his mansion 
the whole of Franco in a state of siege, and lie at Point Breeze, in New Jersey, Tho remains of 
must summon all true Frenchmen to arma” the Emperor were then mouldering in the tjifnb 
“Tho nation," exclaimed the Emperor, in at St. Helena. All popular rights had been 
tones which thrilled in every heart, “did not struck down in France by the despotic sceptre of 
elect tho Deputies to overthrow me, but to sup- the Bourbons. In a secret conversation with 
port me. Woo to them if the iiresence of the Joseph Boiinpnrtc, I.a Fayetio magnanimously 
enemy on the French soil do not aronsa tlieir acknowledged liis regret at the coarse he had 
energy ani their patriotism 1 Whatever course pnrsued’in the overthiow of the Emperor. “Tho 
they may adopt, I shall be supported by the Jionrbon dynasty," li^ than said, “ cannot last, 
people and tlie army. The fate of the Chamber, If clashes too much with the French national 
its very existence, depends on my will. Were I sentiment. *Wo are all now persuaded in Franco 
to pronounce their doom, they wonld all Ifb sacrU that tho Emperor's son will bo tho best represen- 
hced. They are playing an artful game. No tative of the reforms of tl^ llevolution.'' He 
mutter; 1 have no need to resort to stratagem, also, at the same interview, augge.stod that in 
1 have right on my side. The patriotism ot the two years, by suitable efforts, NapolwJh 11. might 
people, their antipathy to tho Bourbons, their be placed on the FrencJi throne, 
attachment to my person, all tliese circumstances When Josepli Bonaparte, with QniQ||:to, visited 
still afford immense resources, if wo know how tke veteran John Adams, tho patriotic patriarch 
to profit by them." of Quincy, “ La Fajettc was wrong," said the 

Tho Emperor then, with his extraordinary clear-sighted Amorican Kepublicaik “The Em¬ 
power of lucid argument, developed an admirable poror was the true rallying point. •T^o Deputies 
plan for repairing tho disasters of Waterloo. >fhd tho country should have stuck to him after 
The whole measure, in its minutest details, was the defeat hf Waterloo." 
all distinctly mapped out in his mind. Ills check It is not strange, however, that anymind should 

glowed with animation. His voice was strong have been bewildered in tho midst of events so- 
v/ith hope. Every eye was riveted upon him. perilous, so tremendous, an nnparalleled. As Na* 
The attention of every mind was absorbed in poleon read these unfriendly resolutioiis, he turned 
contemplating the workings of that stupondons pale, and said, “ I ought to luive dismissed these 
intellect, which, with renewed vigour, was rising men before I Icftjl’aris. 1 foresaw this. These 
from the most awful reverses and disasters. The factious lirolnjinds will ruin Franco, Icanmca- 
measures proposed by the Emperor ifere so per- sure the full extent of the evil. I must reflect 
fected, so maturely considered in all their de- whatisnowsto bo done. If necosswy, I 
tails, so manifestly and so eminditly the wisest will abdicate.” lie then dis':olved the sitting of 
which could be adopted, that “ the various shades the Council. 

of opinion," 8.ay8 Canlnineoart,,who present, That lie might not act linstily and#ithont a 
“ which had prevailed among tlio members of knowledge all cirouro^tances, he decided 
the council, at length blended hito one. All to send a communication to each of the 
nnitod in approving the plans of the Emperor.” Chambers. Regnault was the messenger to the 
In the midst of these scenes the Council wa» D^uties, and Carnot to the Peers. “ Tell them,’' 
interrupted by the entrance of a messenger from emd the Emperor, “that 1 am here, ia delibem- 
thc Chamber of Deputies, presenting aomi reso- tion with mj marsKsIs; that my army is rallying; 
lutions which had passed that ^y, and which, thgt I have given orders to stop the retreat, and 
in thmr spirit, were decidedly mfiriendly to the that I have (»me to Paris to^ concert mea.sure8 
Empenw. La Fayette, whom Napoleon had re- with my government and ws . the Ch<«abers; 
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and tliat I am at Oils moment ^occupied %yith 
tlioso measures of public safety wliieli dreum- 
stimccs demand. ’ ^ i 

Tlif, Cbninbcrcj^ Deputies was in sncb atiimnU 
tlint UfiKnault could not even obtain a hearj ig. 
'I'hc Peers, though in a state of similar connrio- 
lion, listened respectfully to the mes‘'iige from the 
» ICinperor. In a stormy dchnto the honr.s of the 
^duy passed, and night again spread its gloom 
over the streets of agitated Paris. 

The groat mass of the population of Pari", and 
the people of the faubourgs, in numbers which 
could not he coinitcd, c:rowd<<l around thoElys^i-, 
and filled the air with .shouts of Vive I hui- 
pcrcur!" The trees, the a'alls, the railings of the 
palace, and the rco‘s of the surroundi'ig houses 
were covered with the Iniiig mass all c.-ig.-r to 
catch a glimpse ol tlnur b'doved llinpcror. In 
the durltnoHS, and as the onthn'-iastic nechimutions 
were rising ifi wild tumult around, Lueicn, thVt 
Btern Retiahlican who had refused thronc.s, svalkcd 
with the I’hnperor hericath the trees of the giirdan, 
and endeavoured to rouse hitn to bid d('[iiuiee to 
fhc'Chaiuhcr.i, and to gra'p thatdietatorial power 
by wbieh .alone J’raneo eould now be saved. 
“ Look at tliesc people,” said he, “hurr\irig to 
you under the iinpnl.se of a di.sinterested instinct. 
Tlioy sec in yon alone, at ibis moment, their 
country and their imlependcnce. l.i.sti't^to tho.se. 
cries. They call upon you for arms. They sup¬ 
plicate you to give a chivfVvO this mtiltitude. Jr 
is the same tliroiighout the Kinpirg. Will yon 
then ahandon Fiance to the foreigner, and the 
throiio to the factions ?'* 

lint nothing could induce Napoleon to raise the 
banner of givil war lie was straggling, not for 
himself, but for IVancc. “ Am 1, tlicn, more tlian 
a man,” tai 1 be, “ to bring into union and agree¬ 
ment wiA me five linndrcd didiided deputies? 
And am 1 a iniscrablofactioni.st to kindle a fniil- 
Icss civil war? No, never!« 1’er.suade the Clnim- 
hers to adapt««i wi e conr.so. *1 ask for nothing 
bettor. I'v*nii do everything with them. I coiyd 
do much w'ithout them for niy own interest, hut 
without them 1 cannot save the country. Go 
and try to induce them to co-operate with >nc. 
I consent to that. But. 1 foibid you to harangue 
these people wlio ore askiti" tor arin.s, I am 
ready to try everything for France, but nolliiug 
for inrhclf." 

“llis position at the Elysrt'.” says Caulain- 
court, “ is unexampled in history, lie might, 
}iad he been so iiiclint'd, have annihilated rhe 
traitors by a single word. Tiic crowds who .sur¬ 
rounded him would, at the slightest signal, have 
ovcrthi^n any obstacle which stood between 
Napoleon nnd the nation. |^nt the Emperor 
would not consent to excite srenes of carnage, 
lie well knew the tcfrrifio nature of popular 
justice." * 

The emissaries of Foueb^ were audacious, vio-' 
lent, and sanguine in tlie Chsimber Deputies. 
They endeavoured to overwhelm Lucii-n with 
chuiionr and insult ns he conveyed to them the 
ropu^ion of the Emperor. ^ Ganlaiucourt, who 
ad limoved Lacien, hastened from fbe Cliam> 
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her to inform the Emperor of what was passing. 
The crowd was so dense which surrounded the 
F,iysdettbat it was with great difficulty the 
carrijigo of the minister could pa.s# along. As 
he entered fhe palace, and was conversing with 
tlie Emperi^r, tlic shouts of the jiopiilaee rose 
iiwfullit on life midnight air, peiietmtiiig, as 
with appalling thunder, the cabinet of the 
Ely-i/e. 

“Tills is dreadful,” said Napoleon. “The 
mob may be led to the commi-ssion of some 
ixees.s, and shall be accused of being the 
cuiibG. These mi.btiikeu jieoplo wish to servo 
me, and yet they are doing nil they can to 
injure me.” 

'flic judicious and InITy spirit of the Em 
peror revolted at the idea oC arming tho lowo 
'•l■l.^■Jl!S against the magistracy of tho Empire 
Ho had heoii the revered Emperor of the Frond 
nation, and he would not stoop, even for at 
hour, to ho the leader of a faefion. Moreover 
Ills eagle glance penctriVcd futurity with fa 
more uiicrrifig vi-ion than any one nronnd Liu 
eni'nc'l. He distinctly saw all the tremendout 
peril of the cri.si.s, nnd that France could only he 
saved by the cordial co-operation of the whole 
nation. Napoleon alone, with the opposition ol 
the powcrriil Ghambors, could only extort better 
terms./fjf hims<l/from tho Allies. lie could nor 
save I’rancc. lie might protract a evil war for 
months, nnd cause a great amount of blood to 
be shed; but with a million of cxaltant enemies 
cro.s.sin^ tlie frontiers, France nnarmed and 
exhausted, Iloyalists and Jacobins combining 
airainst him, tlic Efgislative Bodies prononnciiig 
lihii a Usurper, and the Allies ollering liberty 
and peiu'c to France if the nation would tihandoa 
Napoleon, it was in vain to hope to save the 
country. 

Many of those who were ready to abandon 
the Emperor had the folly to imagine that the 
conquering Allies would respect the indepen¬ 
dence of Fraiu'c, and allow them to establish tho 
forms, as well as the spirit, of a Kepiihlic. In 
their simplicity, they believed tbo declaration of 
Hic Allies, tliat they were fighting, not against 
b'ranco, but against Napoleon alone. When 
Caiiliiiieourt informed the Emperor of the 
tumultuary scene in tho Ciiaunbers, and of tho 
demand that he should abdicate, Napoleon cx- 
clumed— 

"'All is lo.st! They seem not to be aware 
that, by declaring<lie throne to be vacant, they 
surrender it to tho first claimant. The Allies 
now will not" treat. They will dictate their 
terms, and they must be accepted. The ma¬ 
jority of Uio Chambers is hostile to tlie Bour¬ 
bons ; nnd yet there is no doubt that the Bonr- 
bons will bo again forced upon France. The 
nation is at the niorcy of her foreign enemies, 
iftiie will pay dearly for the iucapacity of her 
rcjiresentatives." 

This conversation was interrupted by the en« 
tAinoe of Benjamin Constant, who had urged 
tlie Emperor to arm tho masses, and thns put 
down domestic olamoor and repel the foreign 
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foe. ITe nov came in to iiiform Emporor, 
vith eadness, that tbe Chamber of Ocpntivs was 
about to demand hie abdication. Napoleon had 
no. been elected Emperor by the Chambers, but 
by tbe people. « * 

“By wbnt right,” said Napoleon mildly, 
“does the Chamber demand of %nor my Abdi¬ 
cation ? Where is its authority ?” * 

Then, directing attention to the tumultuous 
acclamations which were continually bursting in 
thunder-peals from the multitude who crowded 
around the ElysiJe, he added— ^ 

“ Thoso poor people, who now come to con¬ 
dole with me in ftiy reverses, I liavc not loaded 
with honours and ry.hes. 1 leave them poor as 
1 found them. But thb instinct of country en¬ 
lightens them. Tl^} voice of the nation speaks 
through their moullis. I have but to say one 
word, and in an hour fue (Chamber of Deputies 
would no longer exist. But uo! not a single 
life blnill be saeriiiced for me. I have not 
returned from Elba to inuudato Paris with 
blood." 

Even the inoit hostile pens have been com¬ 
pelled to itcord tho singular humanity and 
magnanimity which tho Emperor manifested 
through the whole of this fearful trial. Never 
was there cxldhited more perfect oblivion of self, 
i^ever more entire devotion to the intervsls of 
one's county. I'N'cn Lamartine could not re¬ 
fuse this tribute of respect, 

“History," he says, “owes this justice to 
Niipoleon, that, wlictlicr from a natural horror 
of iiopntiir excesses, the sanguinary spectacle of 
which liad Icit a .sinister expression in his soul 
since the Bbh of August, the massacres of Sep¬ 
tember, and tho rocking guillotine; whether, 
from a soldicr-like repugnance to all undiscip¬ 
lined forces, or rcsiicct for his future fame, ho 
constantly, both on his return and on his i'all, 
since tho 20th of Hlarch, refused to form an 
army of the populace against the nation, lie 
preferred falling with dignity rather than to 
raise himself by such auxiliaries. On quitting 
his isle, and braving the Bourbons and Europe, 
be recoiled from the blood of seditions, and frotji 
crimes against civilization. Ctesar always, bnt 
never Gracchus; horn for empire, not for the 
turbulence of factions." , 

Thus passed the 21st of Jnno. Tbe Chamber 
of Deputies continued its agitated and stonny 
session through the night. Napoleon, at nllte 
hour, sick, exhausted, and w,pe-6trichen, in view 
of the calamities which were overwhelming his 
country, retired to his pillow. ^There was but 
little sleep iu Paris that awful night. Vast 
masses of men were surging through tbe streets, 
clamouring for weapons to protect tb^r Emperor 
and France. The myriad armies of the Allies 
had encamped one day nearer the doomed me¬ 
tropolis. There was distraction in connoil, 
tagonism in action, and all was confusion and 
dismay. Had the Chamber of Deputies b4t said 
the word, the mighty genius of Napoleon woyld 
instantly have evolved onlcr from this chaos;' 
the people would have risen all over the Empire 
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against their invaders as one man, and France 
might perhaps^ have been laved. Instead of 
this, |ho deputies, during tlin night, insanely 
dlscPi&ding t^io enorgins of tho most gigniitic 
min^’ upon earth, passed a rcswlvo virtually rc- 
qnoSing the Emperor to abdicate. Thus was 
Franco delivered over in utter lulplc.s'.uci'S to 
the derision and insults of its foi s. 

Tho morning of the 22n'l d.awncl. Sti rmy ns 
had been tlie events of tho night, still more teni- 
pestnotis wero tlic scones which the new day 
introduced.' Tho Emperor sat in his cabinet, 
absorbed in puinful thought, with his hand 
spread over his eyes, when a child entered the 
room, presenfing before him, ou n tray, cofTce 
and refreshments. For a moment Napoleon 
did not pcrc'dvc the entrance of the iiilantilc 
page, who had occasionally before attracted his 
notice. 

Eat, fiire,” tbe child at Iciigt^ ventured to 
sa'y. “ It will do you good." 

'I'lie Emperor raised his eyes, looked kindly 
ujftm his youthful nl|cndnnt, and sniil— 

“ You come from tlio village Gonessc, do you 
not?” * 

“ No, sire,” the child replied, “ I come from 
Pierre fitc.’’ 

“ Where your parents," Napoleon added, 
“have a cottage and some acres of land?" 

“ Vest sire," tlio child replied. 

“ There," exclaimed the world-weary Em¬ 
peror, “is true hiipfffncss." 

At eight •o’clock the two Chambers, in in¬ 
tense c.xcilement., were ro assembled, and tho 
enemies of Napoleon, all combining in a ma¬ 
jority, were clamorous for his abdication. At 
an early hour the Emperor convokeiEthe Coun¬ 
cil of Ministers at the Elysfe. News had ar¬ 
rived during the night which added greatly 
to his embarrassment. Marshal Gr/tuchy had 
escaped from both Wcjlington and Biuclicr, and, 
with forty thous;picf troops, hud returned to 
Franco. Ncy and Jerome BoiinpaiJo had rallied, 
i»ar tho frontier, from the rout of*WaterIao, 
nearly forty thousand more. Ton thousand well- 
trained soldiers, from the cnvirotis, had marched 
during tho night into the nity, burning with en¬ 
thusiasm, and ready to die in defence of tho 
Empire and of the Emperor. From tho count¬ 
less throng surroumliiig the Elys^e, an anny of 
fifty thousand tnrii could, in a few hours, bo 
arrayed in martial hands, prepared, with despe¬ 
ration, to beat back the invading fue. Napoleon 
was entreated by jnany of bis friends to grasp 
these powerful resources for the preservation of 
France. Never was a mortal jilaced, before in so 
torturing a dilemma. A refusal to ^ize tbe 
dictatorsliip liandc# France over, in hcfplessnesa 
and humiliatftm, to the Allies. On the other 
hand, the bold^assumptidn of power involved the 
necessity of immediately rlissulring the two 
Chambers by violence, of imprisoning those 
whose oppesition wras to be dreaded, and of 
exposing Franco to all tho horrible culnmUiea 
' of War, in which cities must bo bombarded, vast 
regioos of couaUjk ravaged by hostile jMimies. 


DISCUSSIONS IN THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. 
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and the lives of tens of thousands of Frenohmm 
sacriScod. ^ < 

The Emperor, though perfeotly calof was 
serious and sad. He Wiighed e^'erytbil^ in 
the balance of jaelgment and humanity. Ha de¬ 
cided that, yrith the co-operation of the Cu^m- 
hers, the chancoa were BtiU strongly irufavour of 
France. Without that co-operation, he deemed 
it unjustifiable to appcid to the awful decisions 
of the sword. With tliis object in view, be sent 
to the Chambers a statement of the resources at 
hand, and of his willingness to wield them, to 
the utmost of his power, for the prcscrvntiou of 
the independence of France. 

^ The CiiatnbiT of Deputies, beh'ilderod, ex¬ 
cited, and irrational, conscious of the power 
which tho Kroneror still held, after a stormy dc- 
^te, sent back a reply, couched in what was 
intended as respectful terms. 

“ The war^” said the deputation, “ in whi^li 
France is again involved, allects the nation 
much loss than the Emperor. The Allies have 
proclaimed peace to Frauqe, and war asainst 
Napoleon alone. Peace can consequently be 
immediately secured for Franco if the Empi-ror 
will once more saaillce- himself to save liis 
country," 

This appeal to the Emperor's devotion to 
Franco was deciding tlio question. Tho Emperor 
received tho deputation graciously, and promised 
an immediate reply. As they withdrew, he said 
to his friends— ‘ 

can do nothing alone. I had called tho 
Assembly together, hoping that it would impart 
strength to my measures, but its disunion deprived 
me of the scanty resources at my command. 
Thouatiouds informed that] nin tho only obstacle 
to peace. Tho time is too short to enable mo 
to enlighten its judgment. 1 am required to 
sacrifice triyself. I am wilting to do so. I did 
not come to France for tho purpose of kindling 
domostio fettd|.'’ * » 

Then, requesting Lucien to take the pen, lie 
paced the ffoor, and slowly dictated the following, 
act of abdication:— 

** Frenchmen 1—In commencing tho war for 
' the upholding of national independence, I retied 
on the union of all oiTorts and all wills, and upon 
the concurrence of all tlio uutional authorities. 

I had every reason to expect success, and I 
braved tho dedaration of the Ailics against me. 
Circumstances appear to me changed. 1 oiler 
myself in sacrifice to the hatred of the enemies 
of Franco. May they prov<f sincere in their 
decioradons, and bate only my person! 

*‘My political life is ended, and I proclwm my 
son, unddl the title of Napolcgp II., Emperor of 
the French. The presSnt romisteps will provi¬ 
sionally form the council of goveaument The 
interest I feliel iu my son prompts me to request 
the Chambers to orgafiiza, without delay, the 
regency by a law. ^ Let all m|jite for^the public 
aofety, and to remtun an independent nation. 

“ At the palace of tho Elys^e, June 22,1816. 
^ t^NAFOLBOV.** 


The agej^ and noble Carnot, aa lie heard this 
abdication read, which surrendered France to 
the mercy of her enemies, overwhelmed with 
aiiguiw, buried his face in his liaildB, and hurst 
into* a flo(^ of tears.. Napoleon was deeply af- 
fectfld. He immediately went to the grief* 
Btrlcl'eh sltitetman, soothingly placed his hand 
upon Lis slipulder, and said, My friend, I have , 
not known you till too late." " 

The reading of this dignified act created a 
profound sensation in the Chamber of Deputies. 
Iteipault, inspired by the grandeur of the oc¬ 
casion and the theme, ascended tin tribune, and 
drew a picture so afiecting and pathetic of the 
benefits Napoleon had alrij^dy conferred upon 
Franco, and of the morfl sublimity of die act 
which he bad now performet^ in sacrificing him¬ 
self, without condition and without reserve, to 
tho happiness of his couiAry, to wander on exile 
he know not where, ond to suffer he knew not 
what, that the whole assembly was plunged into 
tears, and even his most obdurate enemies were 
molted. There was, after this glowing speech, 
a moment .of profound silence, intemipted only 
by the inarticulate murmurs of emotion. The 
Chamber then, with entire unanimity, decreed a 
solemn deputation to wait upon Napoleon, and 
express, in the name pf the nation, “ the respect 
and gratitude with which it accepted tho noble 
sacrillco he had made to the independence and 
happiness of the French people.” la t^is act the 
Chamber of Peers also united. 

It was now night. The unthroned Emperor 
had retired alone to the solitude of Ills cabinet 
It was dimly lighted by a few wax candles. Na¬ 
poleon received the delegation with great courtesy, 
and listened, with meiauoholy resignation, to 
their congratulations. With riow and serious 
accent lie thus responded:— 

“ I thank you for tho sentiments you express 
towards me. I hope that my abdication may 
prove for the happiness of France, but L do not 
expect it. It leaves tho state without a head, 
and without political existence. The time wasted 
in overturning tho monarchy might have been 
cyiployed iu plaomg France in a condition to 
crush the enemy. I recommend to the Cham¬ 
bers speedily to rrinforce the armies. Whoever 
wishes for pea«» should make preparations' for 
war. Do not leave this great nqrioa at the 
of foreigners. Beware of being deceived 
inlpff hopes. There lies the danger. In what- 
ev^utnatirn I ma;)ir be placed, I shall always be 
satisfied if France is happy. I reCommena my 


«' “I had the jirte^" said the Dako of Osets, “of 
Ming present at the second abdication of Knixdeoa. 
He dictated iHn the midst of his coeuotij with the same 
comjiosuro with which we bad heard him a hundred 
times dictttto his orders when he vms In the plenitude of 
power, Qnljr he was more carefol iu the ehidcepf Ms 


fjbn^a and in Hie constnetlon of his sautences. He 
lure Abe document over sevend times, e«cb- time 
makingaomo 8U|ht oorreetiona*. When ho was aatlo- 
tied with it, be sent it to the Chamber of Deputies. Re 
tlieq retired to hiS cobliiot Count MolUen s^Ieaw 
him ogaln ia the evening, tfe flound him ac cahn aa 
wo bad seen him in the momiiig, JU buitMieds.trwe 
I affecUomste and toAdiliig.” 
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«oa to France. I hope that it not forget 
that I have abdicated for him. I hon elao mrae 
this groat sacriQce for the good oS tho nidioQ. 
It ii onljr v^th my dynasty tma Franoe aan hope 
to be free, happy, and independent." 

The morning of the 23ra dawne^npon Taiis. 
The allied armies were on tho morch. JVonce 
was withont a ohief, withpnt*a koT^ment. 
The Chamber of Deputies was filled with a 
throng of inexperienced and garralons men, and 
a scene of confusion ensued which cannot be 
described. Ererything was proposed and no* 
thing done. Napoleon was a pc^cefol citizen at 
the Elysde. felt that he was swept^ along on 
billows of de<itiny which He could neither guide 
nor control. The IJonrbonists, tho Orleanists, the 
fiepablicans, and the advocates of Napoleon II. 
were plunged iuts inextricable turmoil and con. 
fusion. This was j^st what tlie Bourbonists, 
headod by Fondid, desired. Could this confasion 
but be .perpetuated for a few days, the Allies 
would settle the question with their bayonets. 

“Bysuoh proccedngs,*'said the Emperor sadly, 1 
** the Dopaties will soon bring bock the Bourbons. 
These mep wiU yot shed tears of blood. They 
flatter themselves that they can place the Duke 
of Orleans on the throne, but the English will 
not permit It." 

To meet immodiato emergencies, a provisional 
> government was established, with Fouch<? at its 
head. This wily traitor, aheody in corrospon* 
dence with the Duke of Wellington, was manoeu; 
vring, with consummate skill, for tho restoration 
of the Bourbons. At the same time, commis* 
sioners were despatclied to the head-charters of 
the Allies, to propitiate tl«sir vengeance by the 
assnrance that Napoleon had abdicated. Foach4 
had now obtained, through hb bribed occom- 
pUoes, a complete asoendency over the iuexpe- 
riehc^ and perplexed members of the Chamber 
of Deputies. He encountered, however, one 
great embarrassment. The Emperor was at the 
Elys^e. He was the idol of the people. The 
streets of the metropolb continoed to resound 
with tho cry of “ Vive I’Emporettr 1" Immens^ 
crowds still dironged Uio environs of the palace, 
demanding the Emperor to recall bb abdication,, 
and to place himself at the head of the people to 
repel the Allies. 

Two rei^euts of volnnteers^rom the Faubourg 
St. Antoine, accompanbd by a countleas multi^ 


tude, morohed to die gates of the Ely|^ 

vmi 


A 

deputation waited upon tho £nmerar,Wating 
that the traitorous Chamber of*l>efmfie8 was 
about to sell^ France agida to the Bonrlxms, and 
entreating bim to take the reins of govemtnent 
into hb own hands, as on l-Sth Brumaire. 

. The Emperor oeplied, ** You reoaU to my re. 
nembrance the ISb Brumaire^ tuat you ^get 
that tho circumstances are not tbs saAie., On 
the 18th Brumaire the nation wOs Tnuuiimons ht 
desiring a change. A feeble eflhrt oniji jras 
necessoiy to effect whid tbey^ mtui^ dq^ed. 

S ow it wonld require floode of Fre^ blood, 
id never dull a dagle drop be died by<ae In 
Ibw datece of a oaoM pntefy peraonaL'* 


Connt Montbolon, who was at this time with 
the Emperor, could not refioin fVom expressing 
hb mgret thfit Napoleon slloidd thus refuse to 
avail himself of the proffered arms of the people 
to I'ave Fr^oo from the enemy. The Emperor 
Ib&ened attentivdy to hb rcfFeaeutations, and 
thed fimdy tejdiea*- • 

« Pnttbg tho brute force of tho mass of tho 
people into aodon would doubtless save I’arb and 
insum me the erown, without incuning Uio hor- ■ 
rors or dvil war, bat it wogld likewise bo risking 
thousands of Frenoh lives; for what power 
could control so many various passions, so much 
iiatred, and such vengeance ? No t there b one 
thing that Ijconnot forget I have been esoortod 
from Cannes to Paris in the midst of tho bloody 
cries, 'Down with tho priests! Down with the 
noblest* JVb.* I like the regrettof yeauce better 
thim her crown.'' 

FouohO and his accomplices in the Chamber 
/>P‘Deputies trembled in view oLthe Emperor's 
vast popularity, and were very aprehenalve that 
ho might accede to tho wishes of the people and 
Tmstrate all their ^ans. Rumours of assassina* 
tion alarmed his frionds. The crowd grew mote 
and more douse, enthnsiastir, and olaiilbrouB 
around the Elysde. On the evening of tho 2fith, 
Napoleon, putting on a disguise of a round hat 
and an ordinary travelling dress—.not to escape 
the enmity, but the love of the people—deft the 
Elysdt, and, entering tho carriage of Las Ga'-as, 
retired to Malmaism. A8,the Emperor took hb 
departure, he said to Canl^conrt— 

“ Komatn whored you are. Do whatever yon 
can to prevent misubiofl Carnot will second you. 
He^ b an honest man. For me, all is at an end. 
Strive to servo France, and you will still be serving 
me. Courage, Caulainoourt I If you and other 
honourable men decline to take a part in active 
affairs, that traitor Fouebd will sell France to 
foreigners." • 

Ills devoted stw-danghtor, Queen Hortense, 
had gone befov m Molmabon^and awuted hb 
arrivid. “ She restrained her own tears,” says 
Baron Fleory, “ reminding us, witilt the wisdom 
of a philosopher and the sweetness of an angel, 
that we onght to surmoaut our aoirows and re* 
grets, and submit with docility to the decrees of. 
Providence.” 

The Emperor wandered sadly through the 
rooms and traversed the beautiful vralks endeared 
to him by the lovo of Josephine. Hb demea* 
nour was calm, and to all pecnliarly gentb ai^ 
affectionate. 

" Every object here,” said he, ** revives some 
touching memory, blalmaison was my first pos. 
session. It was purchased with money of tar 
own earning. It was long the of hiqppi- 
ness; bat uie \Ao was its chirf ornament Is now 
no more.* My mbfortunes caused her dea^ 
Ten yean 1 littlb foresaw rii|t I should one 
day take refuge here to avoid my pmecuton." 

The Emperor was now makui^ prepMsttfions 
to leave^rance and emhgrk for Aa«ii». The 
hwoviskmal government bad anenribled ■t’Paiia 
jaboot tfkmband itHIt. With thie focoa 


I 
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behind the iotrenehmentsof the metropolis, they 
hoped to compel the Allies to p/i.y some little 
renpect to the wishes of France. Napoleon, as 
usual, entirely devoted to hie country|pd fol^t- 
fnl of himself, issued a farewell prommatiod to 
the soldiers, tirgitf^ them to be faithful to ^e 
now government, and to maintain the honour of 
the nation. No one will withhold his tribute of 
^ respect from the following noble words:— 

“ Soldletel While obeying the necessity I’hich 
removes me from the brave French army, I carry 
with me the happy conviction that it will justify, 
by the eminent services which the country ex- 
]M!Ct9 from it, the praises which our enemies 
tiiemselves cannot withhold. 

“Soldiers I Tliongli ub-sent, I shall follow your 
steps. I know all the corps, and not one of them 
will ever gain a signal advantage over the enemy 
without receiving aniplo credit from me for the 
courage it mav have displayed. You and I havft 
been calumniamd. lilen uiitit to appreciate your 
].aLoiirs liave seen, in the marks of attaclimcnt 
wiiicii you have given me, a zeal of which 1 wuib 
the sole object. Lot your future successes con- 
vinuo them that, in obeying me, it was the 
country above all things which yovi served, and 
that, if I had any share in your alTection, I owe 
it to niy ardent love of France, our cumraon 
mother. 

“ Soldiers! A few more ciTorts, and thcvcoali- 
tion will be dissolved. Napoleon will recognise 
you by.tho blows which you*are about to strike. 
Save the honour, the independence of France. 
Be, even to the last, the same men 1 h.ave known 
you for twenty years, and you will be invincible. 

“ Nafoleon." 

The provfilonal government immediately ap¬ 
pointed plenipotentiaries to hasten to the liead- 
quarters of JVeliington and Blnchcr, and sue fur 
peace. The envoys were instructed that the 
basis of their negotiations sl^ould be—the inte¬ 
grity of the Fncneli territory, tlie exclusion of 
the BourhoM, ffnd tlie recognition of Napoleon 
11. These mstruction^ however, were intended 
merely to deceive the French people. As the 
plen'potentiaries departed, the government, as a 
murk of respect, sent a committee to inform the 
Kinpcror of the instructions given to the envoys. 
Napoleon replied, “The Allies are too deeply 
interested in imposing the Bourbons upon you to 
no I inate my son. He will yet rei#n over France, 
but liis time has not arrived.” Tliia>prcdiction, 
in its spirit, has been fulfilied. The heir of Na¬ 
poleon now reigns over France.« 

Fouchd was at that time the agent of Louis 
XVlir. and of the Duke of Wellington for the 
restoration C the house of Boi^on. The very 
d.iy on which these negotiatorswere^appointed, 
Fouuhd commissioned M. de Vitrolles to invite 
Louis to hasten his return to France. Our 
readers will remember tlib treasonable efTorts of 
tltis Uo^alistwhen Napoleon was struggling with 
the Allies on the banks of the Smne. 

“ You see,” said Fouche to Vitrohes, “the ex- 
txeme embarrassment of my position. For the 


lost three mcntlu 1 have risked my head every^ 
day for thbT cause of peace, of France, and of 
Louis. The Chamber has proclaimed Napoleon 
11. Thts is a necessary prehminaiy step towetrds 
the xpstorarion of the Bourbons. This name 
quiets simple men, who imagine, like my col- 
leaguecCornet, iJiat tlie safety of France and of 
libertyticsists in this chimera of a republican 
empire under a child who is the prisoner of 
Europe. They must be allowed to indulge in 
this delusion for a few days. It will last long 
enough to enable us to get rid of the Emperor, 
i We can then Atsily lay aside Napoleon II. and 
the Duke of Orleans.’* . 

Benjamin Constant was one of the envoys who 
had allowed himself to be thus deluded by I^ouohd. 
Bi fore he departed for the head-quarters of the 
Allies, he went to Maluuiison,^to take a sorrow¬ 
ful leave of the Emperor. 4 In the course of the 
conver.'-ntion, Constant inquired, “Where does 
your Majesty intend to seek an asylum?” 

“ I have not yet decided,” the Emperor re¬ 
plied, in a tone of great iudMIercncc, “ Flight I 
di'dain. Why should I not remain Iicre ? \\ hat 
can the Allies do to a disanneJ man? 1 may 
j cr.ritiimc to live lu this re're.-ii • i’i a few friends, 
who will remain attached, no. ■ my power, but 
to my person. If they do net clioo.so to leave 
me here, where would they wish mo to go? To 
Englaiid? i’lUT, there my residenoo would be ' 
(lisciiiicting. No one w'oulil believe th£t I could 
bo tranquil tlip'-e. I should compromise all my 
friends. ry mist would bo suspected of bring¬ 
ing me tOjfhc coast of I’raoec. By dint of say ing, 

' lliere, he is come at last!' I should at length 
be tempted to come h. earnest. America would 
be a more suitable r'>trcat. 1 could live there 
with digiiitv. 

“ But, after all, what have I to apprehend in 
staying wlicro 1 am ? What sovereign conld 
persecute me without dishonouring himself? To 
one, I have returned the half of his conquered 
states. How many times lia.s the other pressed 
my hand, fLdicitiiting himself on being the friend 
of a great man 1 1 shall see, however. Ido not 
wish to struggle against open force. I amved 
nt Yaris to combine our last resources. 1 have 
been nbaudoned with the same facility with 
I which 1 was received. Well, let them efface, if 
possible, the douBle stain of weakness and fri¬ 
volity. They should at least cover it with some 
struggle, some glory. Let them do for their 
country what they will do no longer for me. 
But I do not fiope it. To-day, tliey give mo up 
to save Franco; to-morrow,'they will give up 
Franco to save thdtnsclves.” 

In conversation with ITortense, ho said, “ Give 
myself up to Austria ? Never 1 She has seized 
upon my wife and my son. Give myself np to 
Russia ? That would bo to a single man. But 
to give myself up to England, that would bo to 
ihi\>w myself upon a people.” 

One ofdtis visitors congratulated the Emperor 
that the ftlenipotentiaries were instructed to urgp 
upon the Allies the claims of his son; but Napo¬ 
leon was not thus deceived. *'The AUiQa^"h9 
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replied, ** are too much interested impodng 
the Bonrbons upon yon to gire my son the crown. 
Most of the plenipotentiaries are my enemies. | 
The foes of* the father cannot be the Iriendsof 
the son. Moreover, the Chambers obey the 
ivishes of Fonch^. If they had given to me 
what they have Ipvishcd upotf htta, I %bould 
have saved France. My presence, aiond, at the 
head of the army would have done more than 
all your negotiations." 

In confidential interconrse with his friends, be 
discussed the question of bis repeat He spoke 
of England, having great confidence in receiving 
respectful treatment from the British people. His 
friends, however, assured him that he could not 
safely trust himseff in tbo power of the British 
goi'emmmt. He ^on seemed inclined to go to 
the United States. Several American gentlemen 
in Paris sent liim theVssaranco tliai ho would bo 
cordially received by the govcnimcnt in Wash¬ 
ington and by the whole American people. At 
tbo same time, the Chamber of Deputies pressed 
his departiiio fri.:ii France uses&onluii io success¬ 
ful negotiation.^, with the Allies. 1 no Emperor, 
to the.so appliciii." • replied— 

“That ho . feruy to cm’jcrk, with Ills 
honseholil, for ' United States, jt furni.'.hed 
with two frigsiteb. ' Thq Minister <br I'oioign 
^AFiiirs instantly ordered *hc t'ri.,*a'’C8 m he 
eipiipped^ rnd, as the coast r of France wore 
throiigt l with hostile liritisli e“uisc s, he appUed 
to the Duke of Wellin, ;ton ior a “ saro-couduot.”* 
In the mcantinie, the ptovisional govern.uent 
trembling lest the pef ole shoaii! yek rcelaiui 
their beloved Emperor, sent Cencval Becker to 
Mahnni'son with u strong" milit.-irj' ^one, pro- 
fessedlv us a guard of liouour, but in reality to 
hold >fapolcou as a prisoner. 

Napoleon fully understood the meaning of this, 
hut, prctendii.g 'o be blind to the truth, received 
liis guaiJ as friends. This movement caused 
great constornaiion at blaiinaison. All were ap- 
preliensive that Najioloon might be arrested, ex¬ 
posed to captivity, insult, and death. Hortenso 
wept bitterly. General Gourgaud, with enthu¬ 
siasm roused to the highest pitch, vowed ‘^to 
immolate the first man who should dare to lay a 
hand upon his master." 

General Becker was the Inrother-in-law of 
General D^salx, who fell at Marengo. He re¬ 
vered and loved tbo Emperor. With tears in 
his eyes ho presentod himself, and bowed in 
homage before the majesty^f that enoral power 
which was still undimmea. He assured the 
Emperor “ that be held himsq^ and his troops 
in entire subjection to the commands of thMr 
former master." Tho Emperor kindly took bis 
arm, and walked, in long convolution, in the 
embowered paths of the chateau. 

He had now become impatient tor his depar¬ 
ture. He sent to the government to hasten.tho. 
preparation of the two frigates. Fouebd replied 
“that they were ready, but that the safe-Vnwets 
had not drived." “I cannot," said he, “dis¬ 
honour my memory by an act of imprudence 
which would be called treadiery should the 


frigates be taken with Napoleon on hoard when 
leaving port’'* • 

E^t the Duke of Wellington refused to grant 
any safa-c^duct; and the English governinont 
multipliednheir cruisrrs along the coast to pre- 
v^t the escape of their victim. On the evening 
of the 27th, Fouebd and his colleagues, trem¬ 
bling lest Napoleon should be driven by despera¬ 
tion to place himself again at the head of the” 
people, sent him word that the frigates were 
ready, and begging him to embark without 
waiting for a safo-coudoct. An hour later, find¬ 
ing that tho Allies were near Malmaison, and 
that tlie coast was offcctaaliy guarded, thay re¬ 
voked this ’order, and, sending additional troops 
and gendarmes, ordered General Becker to escort 
Napoleon to Rochefort, where he was to romatn 
until a safe-conduct could be obtained. 

The region through which the Emperor was 
to pass was thronged with bis most devoted 
Irieuds. lie hud, however, no wish to rouse 
them to an unavtuUng struggle. The provisional 
government were ^prehensivo that h» presence 
might excite enthusiasm which it would be im¬ 
possible to allay. It was, therefore, mttftially 
decided that Napoleon should travel in disguise. 
General Becker received a passport in whicu the 
Emperor was designated as his secretary. As 
tlio general presented the passport to tho Em¬ 
peror, Napoleon pleasantly said— 

“ Beheld r-s, ihw, your secretary," 

“ Yes, sire," the tioblo Becker replied, in tones 
t’’emalou3 with grief and' affection, “ but to ms 
you are ever my sovereign.” 

Tlie French army, composed of the remnant 
of Waterloo and tho corps c.' Grouchy, sullenly 
rcti eating before Wellington and B^uchor, were 
hardly a day's march from Malmidson. Several 
of tho officers were very anxious that Napoleon 
should place himself at the head of fheso squad¬ 
rons and beat back tho foe. General Excelrnatis 
sent Colonel Setj^iet to Malmaison to urge tho 
Emperor to tlus desperate esterpriso. The 
■colonel was commissioned to say, behalf of 
those who sent him— 

“The amy of the North is unbroken, and 
full of enthusiasm for its Emperor. It is'easy 
to rally around tliia nucleus everything that 
remains of patriotism and of military spirit in 
France. Nothing is to be despaired of with such, 
troops and with such a chief." 

Napoleon foT*n moment paced the floor of bin 
library, absorbed in silent and profooud thought. 
He then said, ca|ply but firmly— 

“Thank your general for me, but tell him 
that 1 cannot accept his proposition. To mva 
hope of BDccc-ss, 1 should ]^qufre,l|^e muted 
support of Francft But every thing is unsettled, 
and nobody cares anything about the mattw* 
What could ^ do edofle, with a handful of sol¬ 
diers, against all Europf ?" 

Tho Allies were now at Compibgne, witldn 
two dayaf marab of Paris. Portions of the 
hostile troops had advanced even to Cenl^. 
Napoleon, in the garden of Malmaison, heard 
rumbling in the.dikaoco the deep thonder of 
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tiielr cannonade. The aoand of hostile cannon 
enkindled in his souV a fever of exfdtemont. His 
whole being was Intensel; ronsed. He aom- 
moned General Bdcker into hie cabiii^, ana ex¬ 
claimed, in accent'of deepest emotioil— 

‘‘The enemy » at Compiegne—at Cen]|s! 
To-morrow he will be ut the gates of Paris I 1 
cannot understand the blindness of the govern- 
(inent. He mast be either an iinbecila or n 
traitor who donbts for a moment the false faith 
of the Allies. Those persons know nothing of 
tiieir business. Everything is lost! I will 
apply for the command of the army nndor the 
provisional government. Let them appoint me 
general in their employ, and 1 wUl take the 
command Communicate my offer to the go¬ 
vernment. Explain to them that 1 have no 
intention -to repossess myself of power; I only 
wish to fight the oneiny, and to force him, by a 
victory, to grant .better conditions. When this 
result is obtaiied, I pledge my word of honouf 
that I will quietly retire from France.” 

General Becker presented the message of tli« 
Emperor at the Tuileries. 'Carnot, a sincere 
patrist, wdeomed the generous proposal. The 
wily Fouciid, whose treachery was now nearly 
consummated, argued tlist Napoleon was the 
sole cause of the war; that his presence at the 
head of the army would bo a defiance to tha 
Alh'es, and wonld provoke them to more^sovere 
measures; and that if Napoleon were successful, 
that sncccss -would place 4:im agam on the 
throne. , , 

Napoleon's energy, however, was thoronghly 
aroused. He hoped that the government, in 
this honr of national humiliation, would accept 
his servicesi^d allow him to drive the invaders 
Srom Franco. Bluoiier and Wellington, fearing 
no enemy, were marching carelessly, with their 
forces scattered. Napoleon felt sure that, with 
the enthusiasm his presence would inspire, he 
could crush both armies, oad thus efface the 
stain of Waterloo. He had drlissed hinsself for 
the canipufvt.' His chargers, saddled and bri¬ 
dled, were champing the bit at the gates. His 
aides-de-camp were assembled. He had im¬ 
printed Lis parting paternal kiss upon the tear¬ 
ful cheek of Hortense. General Becker, on re¬ 
turning, presented the reply of the government, 
courteously but decidedly declining to accept the 
Emperor's offer. Napoleon received the answer 
witbont betraying the sUghtest omotion, and then 
said calmly— • 

Very well. They will repent it Give the 
necessary orders for my depiirtdre for the coast. 
When all is ready, let me know.’’ 

In confiding fiicndsbip, ho stud to M. Bas- 
sano-- * - 

“These people ere blinded oy their a-vidity 
for power. They feel that weres>I nplacod, 
they wonld ho longer be anything more thou 
my shadow. They thuS sacrifice me and the 
country to tboir own vanity^ My, presence 
wonld electrify the troopa and astound the fo- 
teign Powers like a clap of thtmder. They will 
beawaMthatlxetnmto the field to oonqner or 


to die. To get rid of no, they will grant all 

J rou may Mquire. If, on the .contrary, I am 
eft to gnaw my sword here, the Allies will de¬ 
ride yon, and you will be foroed* to receive 
Lonis,XVIIL cap in hand.” 

Then, as u convinced and ronsed to action by 
this triin ofth<y]ght, he exclaimed— 

“1 can do' nouiing better for all of yon-r-for 
my son and for tnyself—than to fly to too arms 
of my soddiers. If yonr five emperors,” allndiog 
to toe committee of government, “ will not have 
me save France, I must dispense mth their con¬ 
sent. 1 have bat to show myself, wd Paris and 
the army will receive mo a socOod time as their 
deliverer.” 

“ 1 do not doubt it, sire," KK Bassano replied; 

“ bat toe Chambers will declrre against yoa— 
perhaps it will even venture to pronounce yon 
ontlawed. And should Fo/cune prove nnfavonr- 
ahlo—should the army, after performing pro¬ 
digies of valour, be overpowered by numbers— 
wbat will become of France and of your Ma¬ 
jesty ? The enemy will abuse his victory, and 
your Majesty may have occasion to reproach 
yourself with being the cause of your country’s 
eternal rain." 

The Emperor remained thonghtfnl a few mo¬ 
ments without utterina a word. His whole soul 
was absorbed in contemplating the immense 
interests to be perilled. He then sud— ' 

“ You are ngbt. 1 most not take flpon my- 
(Self toe responsibility of issues so momentous. 

I ought to wait till recalled by the voioe of the 
poopl^ t};e soldieiy, and the Chambers.” 

This conversation was Intemipted by too en-, 
trance of Baron Floury with toe informatioo 
that toe allied troops were rapidly approaching 
Paris, and that the Emperor was in great per¬ 
sonal danger. 

“ I shall have no fear of them to-morrow," 
the Emperor replied. *' I shall depart to-night. 

1 am weary of mjself, of Paris, and of France. 
Make your preparations to leave immediately.'* 

“ Sire,” Barou Fleury with hesitancy replied, 
“when 1 promised yesterday to attend your 
Mriesty, I only consoltod my personal attaoh- 
mdht. When I mentioned my resolution to my 
mother, she implored me, by her grey hairs, not 
to desert her. She is sevenly-foor years old, 
and blind. My brothers are all dead. I alone 
remain to protect her. I had not the heart to 
refuse.” 

“ You have done well," said Napoleon 
promptly. “You osftt yourself to yonr mother. 
Hamain with her. Should you, at some future 
period, be most^ of your own actions, rejoin 
me. Yon will be well reorived." 

“ But whither,” said the baron, despondingl* 

“ trill your Mgjesty go ?” 

“The path,,^in truth," the Emperor replied, 
“Is diffieut, but Fortnoe and a imr triad may 
iatdhr me. I will reprir to toe United States. 
They wj^ give me land, (»1 trill pordnue some, 
and we will oullivate it” 

“Butwill toe £ngUBb,"said Heary, fatto# 
yon te onltivato your neldstef ■neal Yea have 
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Blade England tremble. Ae lops ae yen are 
alive, or at least at liberty, she wU dr^ yoni 
geniiia The Americans love and admire yon. 
You havck great ioiflaenoe over thAn. You 
might, -perhaps, excite ^em to e^terprisps &tal 
toEogland." ^ 

“What enterprises?*’ the ^pi^r fcjoined. 
“The English well know that the Asnerioans 
wotdd lose thmr lives, to a man, in defence of 
thehr native soil', but they are not fond of carry¬ 
ing on foreign warfors. They are not yet ar¬ 
rived at a pitch to give the English any serious 
uneariness. At some future day, perhaps, they 
will bo the avengej^ of the seas. But that 
period, which I might have had it in my power 
to accelerate, is ^w at a distance. The Ameri¬ 
cans advance to ^atuoss slowly.'* 

“Admitting,”Tleury continued, “that they 
can give England serious uneasiness at this 
moment, ypur presence in the United States will 
at least iinnUh Endland with an occasion to stir 
up Europe against them. The combined Powers 
wul conMcler their work imperfect till you are in 
their possession. They will compel tuo Ameri¬ 
cans oitligr to deliver you up, or to expel you 
from their territory." 

“ Well, then,” Napoleon continued, “I will go 
to Mexico, to Caraccas, to Buenos Ayres, to 
California. 1 shall go, In short, from shore to 
* sbdre, and from sea to sea, until I find an asylum 
against the resentment and tho persecution of 
men." • 

“ But can you reasonably hope,” the baron 
replied, “ continually to escape tho ^ares and 
fleets of tlio English?" 

“ If I cannot escape," riio Emperor rejoined, 
“ they w'lU take me. The English government 
has no magnanimity; the nation, however, is 
great, noble, generous. It will treat me as I 
ought to be treated. But, after all, what can I 
do? Would you have roe allow myself to be 
taken, like a cliild, by Wellington, to adorn his 
triumpli in London? I have only one course to 
adopt, that of retiring from the scene.’ Destiny 
will do the rest Certainly I could die. I could: 
say, like Hannibal. ‘ Let me deliver them 
the terror with which 1 inspire them.’ But sui- 
ddo must be left to weak beads and souls badly 
tempered. As for me, whatever may be my 
destiny, I shall new hasten t&j natural end by 
a ringle moment.” 

The savage Blucher, plundering and destroy¬ 
ing wherever be appeared, declared, with mani- 
f(S oaths,'tljat, could beasaptore Napoleon, he 
vronld hang him on a gallows in the presence of 
both ainues. Welliogton wat ashamed of the 
conduct and the threats of his barbarian ally. 

General Becker made defousivotorrans^ments 
upon the roads leading to MalBUaison to secure 
the Emperor from surprise. AJ^Ile after mid¬ 
night, some friends came from Irais with infor- 
mation that the Allies bad rsfhsed the safefoin- 
duot which had been solicited, and«|b(iit -the 
StoMfor had scarcely time to cata^ caf^vity 

^?|w^i^erecooldW&tda&«9kim? £n«fe. 


iu arms agalntt a single men, could afford faiai 
no retreat, ijpinglaud hodintura command of the 
seo^and consequently escape to lands beyond the 
ocean sowed imposrible. It is generally sup¬ 
posed thug Foneb^ oontrlved all these emWtass- 
ipents, that l;,e might ddivorTNapoIcon up a cap¬ 
tive and a sacrifice to the vengeance of the 
Allies. Whatever the motive might have been, 
the facts rcmidn undisputed. Napoleon could 
not escape tho vigilance of the British eruisors 
by sea. He could not elude tho cogle eye of tho 
exasperated Allies on the land. He was helpless. 
All this be understood perfectly. A kind Provi¬ 
dence might open some unexpected door for his 
escape, bub there was no visible refuge. 

Iu answer to the application of tho provisional 
government for passports for the Emperor, the 
Duko of Wellington, with his accustomed curt- 
ness, responded, “ that ho hod no authority from 
his government to give any reply whatsoever to 
'the demand for' a passport andShafo ‘Conduct for 
Napoleon Bonaparte." 

» Tho Emperor received the message without, 
any apparent emosion, and without any remark. 


CnAPTEE LXIX, 

THE EMPEROR A CAPTIVS. 

Departure from Miilmiitson—Journey to Bachefort— 
Einliarkaliun—Tlic bloekado—The Emporor socks 
refuge In the ‘'ilellcrujihoii''—Voyage to England— 
Eiuluulasm of th« Enallsb people—ImplacabUlty of 
the govcriuncnt—Tho ItiitiNh rainlstry trampling upon 
British law—The (Inran of St. Uclvna—Dqiarture of 
the squadron—BerfiUy Of ttio AUlosVfhe death of 
Key. 

The morning of the 29th of June dawned, 
doudless, and radiant with all tiA beauty of 
the early sdmmer. The gardens, tho park, the 
embowered wa!ks«oF the enqhanting oiiftteau of 
Malmaison wor9 bathed Ih a ni^ of surpassing 
beauty. The Emperor sat iu ms-^brary, quite 
exhausted with care and grief, nortenso, emu¬ 
lating the nflcction and devotion of her noble 
mother, with pallid cheeks and eyes swollen with 
weeping, did everything which a danjghtsr.could 
do to minister to the solace of her afluuted &ther. 
A few faithful followers, with ^rief-stricken coun¬ 
tenances, were also at Malmaisoq, determined to 
share all the pvils and sufferings of that friend 
whom they loved with deathless forvour. The 
Emperor, whose countenance now betrayed tht 
angnish of his bounded spirit, was wriong at • 
table with great earnestness and rapidity. Can- 
laiuconrt was announced. As bis fedfliml frim^d, 
endeared to the jiroperor by a tbofflind gratefttl 
remimsccnees, entered the room, NoMleon rabed 
bis head, laU aside hb pen, and said,with a£riittt 
smile— * 

“Well, Canlainconrfi tibia is truly foniinbig 
onp of ipisfortqne to the dregs, I wbbOd to 
defer my departure only for the sakh 
at the bead of the army. 1 deibed eniy to oott- 
ttibatomy sld la thaemtihy*. dhin* 
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had enongh of sovereignty. 1 want no more of asylam with nif ^ Who knows bat that I tnaj 
it—no more of it. I iim no longeiva sovereign, ona day or <ftiler have a Hospital of Invalids in 
but 1 am still a soldier. When I heard the the United States for my veteran Guards?” 
cannon roar, when 1 reflected sfhat nav troops Sjuddeifly the galloping of horses was heard 
were without a leader, that they were^ endure in the .court-yard. The Emperor ^vanced to 
the humiliation of oefeat without hpving fought; the window. The carriages had arrived for his 
my blood boiled with indignation. All I wished doportnis. He l^paved a deep sigh, and seemed 
for myself was a glorious death amid my brave for a moment much agitated. He advanced to- 
Vroops. Bat my co-operation would havo defeated wards Caulaincourt, took his hand, gazed for a 
the schemes of traitors. Prance has been sold, moment silently, and with a look of inexpressible 
She has been snrrcndered up without a blow being tenderness in his face, when suddenly the warm 
struck in her defence. Thirty-two millions of and glowing heart of this imperial man wns 
men have been made to bow tlirir beads to an overwhelmed wirti afTection and grief, and his 


arrogant conqueror without disputing the victory. 
Such a spectacle ns Franco now presents has not 
been found in the history of any other nation.” 

As the Emperor uttered these words, he rose, 
and, in his excitement, walked up and down the 
room. The deep emotion which agitated him 
was betrayed by bis rapid utterance and animated 
gestures. Aftewa slight pause, he continued— 
llononr, national dignity, all, all is now lost. 
That miserable Fuuchd imagines that 1 would < 
assnmo the sovereignty in tlit: degradation to 
which«it is now reduced. Never, never! The 
place assigned to the sovereign is no longcT ten- 
uble. I am disgusted alike with men and tliing.s. 
1 am utterly indifleront about my future fate, and 
1 endrre life without attaching myself to it by 
any alluring chimeras. 1 curry with me .from 
Franco recollections wliich will constitute nt once 
the charm and the torment ol-thc romaiuder of 
my days. A bitter and incurable regret must 
ever bo connected with this last phase of my 
singular career. Alas 1 what will become of the 
army—my bravo, my unparalleled army ? The 
reaction will be terrible. The army will be 
doomed to eltpiate its fidelity to my cause, its 
heroic resistance at Waterloo. Waterloo 1 what 
horrible recqllectioiis arc connected with tliat 
name! Oh, if j on had seen that handful of 
heroes, closely pressed one upOQ another, resisting 
immense masses sf the momy, nofto defend their 
lives, but to death on the field of battle 
where they could not conquer. The English stood 
amazed nt the sight of this desperate heroism. 
Wear^f the carnage, they implored the martyrs 
to surrender. This merciful summons was re¬ 
plied to by the sublime cry, ‘The Guard dies; 
it never surrenders!‘ The Imperial Guard has 
immortalized the French people and the Empire.” 

He paused, overcome by emotiq|t, ns his mind 
retraced these memorable scenes. Scon raising i 
his eyes, and fixing them sadly, yet afToction- 
atcly, upon Caulaincourt, he ad4od, in tones of 
peculiar tenderness— 

“And you, all of you who are' here, will be 
pursued and*persecnted. Com^omisod as you 
ore for your fidelity to my cause, wb|t will be¬ 
come of you ? All is ovc% Caulaineonrt. We 
are now about*to part In a few days 1 must 
quit France for ever. I vAU fix my abode in the 
United States. In the course of some li^le time, 
the spot which I shall inhabit will be in a coudi- 
tion to receive the glorious wrecks of the army. 
All mjr old companions ia arms will find an | 


eyes wore flooded with tears, whkih he vainly 
struggled to repress. Unable to articulate a 
word, ho pressed the hand of h|e devoted friend, 
and, in tho'silcnt adieu of uncontrollable emotion, 
departed. 

“ I will not attempt,” say^ Caulaincourt, “ to 
describe my feelings on taking my last farewell 
kif the Emperor. I felt that lie was about to 
enter upon an endless exile. I rushed from the 
icabinct almost in a dolirinm of despair. Since 
then my prosaic life has been utterly devoid of 
interest. I have been insensible to peisecution, 
and bavo resented injuries only by cold con¬ 
tempt. There is one regret which presses 
heavily upon my heart. It is that I cannot 
live long enough to cofnplete the work of con¬ 
science and justice which I am anxious to be¬ 
queath to France. By employing the hours 
^ich I can snatch from death in portraying the 
liero whom faction hnrled from the throne, I 
feel that I^am discharging a sacred duty to my 
country. 

‘•The wonderful clinracter of Napoleon can 
only be accurately portrayed by those who had 
the opportunity of observing him in the rela¬ 
tions of private life. They only can p,!unt the 
thousand traits which characUrized Ill’s extra¬ 
ordinary mind. Napoleon was more than a 
hero, more than an Einporor. A comparison 
between Ittm end any other sovereign, or any 
jither roan, is impossible. His death has left a 
void in human nature which probably never will 
bo filled lip. Future generations will bow with 
rcsplot to the age on which the glory of Napo¬ 
leon Bonaparte shed its lustre. For centuries to 
come, French hearts will glow with pride at the 
mention of his exploits. To his name alone is 
attached inexhaustible admiration, imperiidtabls 
remembrance.” 

The Empergr embraced Queen Hortense, who 
was overwhelmed with grief, and then took a 
melancholy farewell of the other friends whom 
ho was never tc^ meet again. Every heart 
seemed lacerated with almqst imearthly anguish. 
As he passed along through the serpentine walk 
of tlie enchanting park, embellished with all the 
verdure, the flovmrs, and the bird-songs of June, 
and where he had epjoyed so many hours of 
happfoess with his much-loved Josephine, be 
stopped several times, and turned round to fix 
his lost lingering looks upon the familiar and 
attractive scene. Little did he then imagine 
that a dilapidated hut, upon the bleak, stomi* 
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«weptroek of St. Helena, waa toeU hla prison prepared for him was effectnally prevented by 
and his tomb. ** • English ehipnof war. His^HMition was nowin 

At the gate of the park he entered a pirn the highest possible degree embarrassing. The 
oalbche. general Becker, Count Bertnnd, ^d officers of Jtv army entreated him to pluM him- 
Sarary took the three other seata ^eweral other self at their head, assuring hirathat every soldier, 
carriages followed, oconpied by Madame Ber- and the massv of Uio people, would rally aronnd 
trand and her children, Gonnt Moatholcm, wife, him with deathless fervour, 
and child, Los Casas and bis son, and* several Napoleon might thus haye saved himself, 
devoted officers who were anxions to share the He could easily have aroused such entlmsiast^ 
fortunes of the dethroned Emperor. These car- throughout Prance, and presented himself with 
riages were to proceed to Rochefort b^ another snob imposing power before the Allies, that it 
road. The Emperor and bis companions were would have required a long and sanguinary civil 
habited in the simple travelling^'dress of private war before tbo hostile invaders could have snb- 

! gentlemen. The distance from Paris to Roche- dued him. In this conflict the Allies would 
brt, near the month of the Gbarente, is about have been •compelled to socriSco tens of thou- 
three hundred idiles. The friends of Napoleon sands of lives, and millions of money. Trembling 
were well aware Hit attempts would be made to before the genius of the Emperor, they would 
secure his asaassina^on on the way. They were have been glad to purchase peace with him upon 
secretly well provided with arms for a desperate terms which would secure his personal evoty 
defence. The emotions excited in every^ bosom and dignified retirement. But in this wnflict 
were too strong for utterance. The attitude of ’France would have been deluge# in bloo^ and 
the Emperor was calm and dignified. For Napoleon repeatedly declared, and persevered in 
several hours there was unbroken silence in Who lofty resolve, that not one single life shonld 
the carriage. At ten o'clock at night they arrived be sacrificed merdlyto seeinro benefits or safety 
at Rambeiiillet,^ about tiiirty miles from Mai- to himself. History presents few pnr all^i. to 
mmson. In this antique castle the Emperor snob magnanimity. 

passed the night. Ho was, however, still sangnine in the belief 

At an early hour the next morning, Juno 30th, that if the Chambers would unite with Mm and 
^ the rapid journey was resumed. Afrer a melan- with France, so as to present a united front to 
cboly d|}ve of two or threo honrs, they arrived the cqalition, the invaders, notwithstanding thrir 
at Chateandun. The mistress of the post-house locust legions, might still be driven from tho 
hastened to the carriage-door, and anxiously in- Empire. Genem^Becker immediately informed 
quired if there was any truth in the report that the government that the roadstead of ^Dhofort 
the Emperor had been assassinated.* Sho had was reported as eiTectnally blockaded, and re- 
hardly asked the question ere she recognised ported to them the enthusiasUc desires of ^e 
the countenance of Napdleon. For n moment troops that Napoleon would head them to drive 
she seemed stunned. Then, raising her eyes to out the invaders. At Napoleon's mggestion, in 
Heaven and clasping her bands, she borst into a this desperate omergency, General seeker add^ 
flood of tears, and retired weeping bitterly. All to this oommnnioation, If, in this situation, the 
were mnch moved at this touching proof of affec- English cruisers prevent the frigatewfrom potting 
tion._ Driving rapidly all day and night, and to sea, you eon dispose of the Emperor os a 
meeting with no occnrrenco to disturb the pro- general eagerly dasirous only of being useful to 
found sadness of the route, they arrived, before his country.” * • 

the break of day, on the morning ef the 1st cy^ To this Fonchd replied, ” Nation nmst em- 
Jnly, at Toon. bark without delay. Yon most employ overy 

Pressing on some fifty miles frurther, ^bey measure of coercion yon may deem neecasaiy, 
reached Poitiers at mid-day. The roads were without fruling in the respect due to liira.^A8 to 
dusty, and the he^ from a blazing Jnly sun, the services which are offered, our duties towarda 
Bulh^ and oppressive. At | little post-honse France, and our engagements to foreign Powsn, 
ontsido the town t^e Emperor remiuued a conple do not permit us to accept of them.” 
of hoars for repose. At two o'clock he agun The evidence is now conclusive to almost every 
entered his cairiage, and proceeded onward to mind that Foachd had all this rime been plotting 
Niort, where he arrived just asjbbe glooms of to betray Napoleon to the Allies. He knew that 
night were setriing dowll over riie dty. Here Europe combined could not maintun the Boar- 
the Emperor remained for a day. He waa recog- bons upon tho*throne, so long as the people of 
nis^ by some persons, aud^ne mmoor of his France saw any poMibility of recalling NapoleeB. 
arrival spread rapidly through the city. Cries It was therefore his derign to deliver Napoleon 
of ** Vive TEmperaarr began to nsotmd through ap to biz enemjjps. Ho was afraMP.to iwdar hb 
the streets. An immense concourse immediatdy arrest unril Parb should be eng^led by the 
surrounded fhe hotel, with enthasiaztio a^ma- bayonets of the Aliks. The exazperated people 
tions, end with every expression of, respect and woirid instantly have risen to thenesene. Under 
love. Dnri^ the whole day bb tooni^%ere pretence of waiting f<fr a safe-eondoet, and afflnn- 
thronged with officers of the garriign, public ing Fraqpe would be dbhonotaed by the 
functionaries, end inflaentlal drizens. Here the Emperor's captnre, he would not MIow the ftigatez 
Egiperor was also informed that all egr^ from 'to sail when there wu the sUghteit ehamU of 
Che roadstead of Bochef<»rt by the two frigates thdr asci^ing the Britbh an^ea. He wished 
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to'drivetbe EmpworonltoarS oneof tbe fHgatn, llietW(^j|ates,the*‘SaBle'*ai)5t!ie*'Meda«a,'* 

•0 that he ooirid no kntger he enrMmnded bjr the i^ich had Imn asrigned for the transportation 
enihniriasm of the Freaeb |>eq>te, and then to oi iirapdeon and bis enite, were at anchor in the 
tdetf^theiUgflaesnotiliheEoigheh^l^sera, by bm. in the inean&ne, the Enginh miisers, 
hU treachery, ritpnld be apcnnsodittid in' enoh jnuded by iafbmation from Fonohd, had been 
nambon aa to render eacape hnpoBtibled: Wldte^ dosU^ ail along the coait. At four o'clock in 
therefore, he irae thna nrj^g'tSetkeral Becker to t)» aim^ooA the Emperor took an affecting 
'"einploy every measore '6f ooetcdon” to fndoce leave of bis ftutbfiil companions in arms, and, 
tfhewperorto etabalk, secret orders tvere smit amid the tekrs 'cff an innumerable throng of 
to the mw^bUQ prefect orBofihefoit not to allow poopk', and their cries of "Vive I’Empereor!’' 
the tHgates to Sail. " It is ntterly impomible,*' stepped into one of the boats of the "Saale.” The 
nid the thriery '^femnar two frigates to attempt vessels were at a long distance from tho quay. 
aaiUng iiil^e the mwmy retains iiis present post- The wmd whs boisterous and tlm sea rongh aa 
tion.' itwonldbeproj^towutforafBvoaiable the Emperor, in silence end sadness, time bade 
. oppcirtiinitiy, which cannot offer for a long time adien to the shores of his beloved France. It 
to tome." Iras eight o’clock in the e^ing before the 

" ThtinOvirional government," says tho Duke boats reached the " Saade." hne Emperor slept 
of Rovigo, "had deqwtcbed agents to the coast, on board. He fbnnd, how^/er, that the frigates 
and prepared the means of carrying off tlie Em- were not yet permitted to leave the harbour. 
pero%or, at least, of preventing his eluding the Foneb^had sent word tbat tho English govem- 
vigUance of th#EngiUh cruisers. Bythismeans^ ment would soon transmit the passports by an 
they bed it In their power to seize him as soon 08 English ship of war which was oniiring ofi 
the preeenoe of dtemreign troops in Paris shoul(P Roobefort. Tho Emperor had hoped that his 
have rendered unavailing ady opposition that peaceful retirement wonld not be opposed. He 
might have sprung Irom the enthusiasm still bad supposed that his enemies would he satisfied 
creot^ by the Emperor’s painful ritnation.*’ by his self-sacrifice, and bis retirement to the 
Early in the mmning of the 8rd of July, the wilds ol the New Worl^. 

Emperor arrived in Rochefort. During his short' At daybreak on tfaq morning of the 9th the 
reign, trith idl the despots of Europe striving to Emperor landed on the Isle of Aix, off which « 
crash buBy' he had done more to prom(^.D the the frigates were anchored. The whq|e popn- 
bealth dnd rim opnlence of this city then all tlie lation of the island, and the regiment of marines 
numsKshsof France combined who had preceded rn the garrison, crowded to tho shore to greet 
him. ' By his orders the extensive marshes snr- him, and the air was rent with their acolama* 
ronnding riie had been drained and fertilized, tiona &*8 exile resembled a triumph. In tide 
and important virorks had been erected for de- bis last bonr upon the soil of Franco, he was 
fenoe, and 'for the promotion of internal Im- greeted with the wafmest testimonials of love 
provements.' As ^ey rode along, the Emperor and homage. As be returned to the frigate, he 
peunted ont to his companions tho once infectious was waited upon by the maritime prefect. The 
mareW, now filled with rioks-of new-mown bay. Allies were now in possession of Faria The 
" Yon see," said he, " that the nopulation treacherous Fonebd was prepared to resign hie 
oheerfoUy reoogniss the {wosperity which I have power into the bands of tho Bourbona The 
ersated’ in- theu- country. Wherever I pam, I commander of the frigate was informed that 
receive the ble^ngs of a gratefift people." " the act of disembarking Napoleon again opon 
EmptsJf's arrival at Rochefort produced ,tfae soil of France would Im decla^ high 
a proibusd eensation. The gardens of the pro- treason." 

fectnra, wfa«e he took his lodgings, wore filled f he Emperor passed the lOtb on board the 

witiHoa entbnsiastio crowd. Whenever he ap- lri|mte, much perplexed in considering the 
peared he was greeted with tho "most ardent various plans proposed for his escape. "It is, 
atolamatiima "I belleva" says the Dnke of however, evident,^ says Las Casas, “that, in the 
Rovigo, who was with tho Emperor at that time, midst of this state o!. a^tation, he tontinuee 
"that every inhabitant, without a saimle excep- calm and resolute, even to indifference, withont 
tioD, participated in oar feelingsJ ‘Tnore were manifesting the least anxiety." 
aevend titousand troops in the vi^oity. They Beiore toe break of>dav on the llto of July, 

itil transmitted to the Emperor exprtosions of toe Duke df Rovigo luid Lu Casas were sent 
devoted attachment, and tendeAd to. him their with a flag of trace to the commands of the 
aervices. There was not a miUtaryoiBcer within English squadrem, to inquire if he would ferii 
thirty miles wW did not bastmr to offer his hin^f authorized to imow toe frigates, at 
homage to tfid Emperor. « any otoer fVench or nentral vessels, conveying 

Napoleon was desirous of embarking imme- the Emperor, and bound to the United Stated tl> 
diatelj, and of trasting to Jus good tortnne, and pass free. 

to toe guns 4>f’the frigate, for escape from the ^Abont seven o'clock in the morning the ea- 
enemy. Birt many obsiames were thrown in vqjfrarrived on board the "BeUeropbon," under 
the way, and itwas not until afier th| li^ of toe oomifiaad of Captain Maitiano, which vna 
five days, on the evening of the 8to, toat it was ernis^g off the hnrbonr. Capt*i'^ Maitiand f»> 
announced that the fidgatee were ready far bis j^d that hfr orders were to oaptme any yaoA 
OBtbarkation. ; |whloli tooaild to 'iMva tiui roodetead.'. 
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An ftftg w» th» comfuloR of <&b proatpfty wd docii^r tefoMd* W tun UmMtf 

"Ballflnpboiv*’ to pcomt tatj TMnf fapk loaK at the expoiMt of diOtlivM af bis IHends. 

Ibffthe horbonr. g f Tbo eantra of a Ooniab vassal, tbo'* B^yo* 

Thagr thfci iaqaind, **111 tlie event of ^ every rapid uuUir, offiued tbe 

Emperor’s ad(^)tu^ ibe Idee Emperor iiepbtootioa of hUdlag. and ec^easad 

IflM, tnayba depend apod Mitf toee^^m' t^eddaoetOonldeMetbet be should be able to 
board your Alp, vritb iboMi %nft ttimpoif ea^pi (beondMOfs. He bad prepared a eaorat 
bim ?" * to c a ia la bb vend Vrltb vary (preat skill, vbera 

Oi^in Maitkod fitalely tai bonaidy oa* tbe Emparor xniibt be ooooeakd sho^ the* 
■wared,^'IirillinaUuitiyadmMadaspatobtotiia vwstl be seatobed by Hie 
admiraloB the sutjeot. Should the Emperor pra> Pouag offloers ooaiMated wftb w naval servloa 
■ant Mmself bafiin I rec^a 1 ibeiU »• fitted out two small fishlngrrassals, witih whlob 
eeive 1dm, but In that caie I smm ba aotioK on tiiay could glide along in m night, near to too 
my own respdhsibility, and I eannot eater into shore, and thus esoapa to sea* and perilously 
any engagemestas to tbereoqjticm hemayineet orois the Aitlantie. 
in England." 4 Upon consnltatibn, both of tiieie plana were 

Captain Afalfim promised, in twodays, again trijeeted. The Eotperor waa nnwtlliog to wpa» 
to cast aaobor in tap roads, when be wonU pro> rata hbaself from Ids lUends, and, in secoring 
bably have received bUBOBwar from the admirsl, bis own esosM, to abaiidoB l^bm to Bourbon 
and when tb^ eonid agidn commnnioato wiUi vengeance. He aln emieldered it inoonditant 
him. 'with his oharaoter to attempt esdkps In dbgnise 

Napoleon, upon rtouving this reply, refleoted or ooncealmenk Nearly au of bu friends wito 
upon it for soma time, and then t^ved, not- Vdso of ofnnioi^ that, if Nnxdson woold throir 
withstandine the overwhelming force of the himself upon tb^ hospitality .of En^aad, ba 
English, to brave alt the peril, and endeavonr to would meet from the nation a gntotoOS noep- 
eseape. " Go," said he to the Dnke of Rovigo, tion. Joseph Bonaparte bad nme lare of bis 
<<and de^ toe captain of tot frigate, in ray departnre from Bordcaon for tile United i^tes. 
name, to set sul immedl^ly.’* Captain Phili- He strikingly resembled hit btotiier NwpoleoaL 
^ belt retnmed toe astonndingre^y toat ‘*he was He entreatM toe Emperor to takeodvantage of 
strictly forbidden by the goveniinent to sail if the close resemblsaoe and eteaepe in his j^aea, 
theveoSMSwoaldbeexposedtoiayrlsk.’’ When while Joseph ehonld remaia in the Emperwr’a 
toe Dnln of Rovigo, npon reedving this answef, stead. Napoleon^onld not listsa to n ptopo* 
ladlgnantiy ezolafrned, ‘‘This is & deception; dtion which exposed bit brother to danj^ 
the government is only plotring to isfiver np which belonged to bis own destiny. Otbem 
toe Emperor to toe enemy I" toe captain re* urged that it was expedient to renew toe tear, 
plied, 1 do not knoir, btft 1 have orders not to It was obvious to all that the Emperor bad but 
sail." t to place himself npon toe sbore, aa^ toe tony 

When toe Emperor was infonned of the result, everywhere, and all the messes of toe pewl^ 
he calmly smd, “My seoret jpresentitoents told would rally around him. Bat to tiiis the 
me as much, bat 1 was nnwilfing to believe it. peror persistod in toe reply—' • 
l.was reluctant to suspect tost thSi captain, who " Cnril war can have no otoer,result tosa that 
appeared a worthy man, could have lent himself of placing me to flmparov in a better position to 
to so ibamefol an act of trsacdiery. What a obtain arrangoments more fovoiteble to myper- 
vilbtin is that Fonebd I" • sonal interests. I cannot eonsoMo expose my 

In tins foarfnl emeigeney. toe oapfaia of toe Mends to destrnotion for such a nsnlt. 1 cannot 
“Medusa"eainefatoarawithtoefollmittgbttoio dlow myself to be toe cause of toe dsKdaflon 
prepoeltion. Forgetting every other oonsidm> of the provinces, and tons to deprive the n atio n a l 
tion in devotion to tbs anfo^of ^ Empermr, party of itslrae snpport, by which, sooner or 
be begged penaksIoD, under lyvonr ^the night, later,the faononr and indejmndaneeof Frlmoeteill 
totatprisstoa“B<tietophoa"atatu^,toe»g«ge be eVtoblished. 1 have renounoad sovereigaty, 
bar in dote oombat, aiw to gTap^ Ms vessel to and only wish for a peaceful asylnm." 
bertiden lbaidtt;r.gmiflfMpi(tooodidnHdntafai On toe 14to the Emperor again sent lab 
the ooafiiot wito W eoiretfUUadvertary of Casas and'Savsiy on board toe “ Be11erophoiy“ 
seventyfour gww ibr ar lent twObemw before They retained toth the report toat Osptliii 
she conld be destooyed. T^ "BeEtnipboB,’’ Msitisnd vtishcA them to say to tb* Empetor* 
impeded and crippbm WlwaetloiB, not tokt"if be dedded upon going to Bngla^ be 
orvertalm tbe“SBMe»"telitto;«Oddaoitbeefrbe- was authorized to receive him m boa^ Ml« 
tually opposed by tifo'En^^ and that be accordiggly placed bis sl^ "t til* Enb* 

teottidtimseSDiM. IbbpreaweAtefoiitob peror’sdiiposaL" 

A single word from the Emperor wo^ boro Under tiese eiroimistanoes, toe Emperor Wk 
tossed the captain of toe “8ad»'*hMe Iba sea. sembfed his friends in council. Msa^aB tewe 
and have pleaed toe frigate nnder the eemsblM of opinioa that It ww best to oonloe in tbe 
of one of the Emperor’s fiienda. Bof^teiclsmi'honour indtb«hos]^tall^<tfEog^A Genefsl 
teMti»laatisaamtoewolfidtotiitobeg|kiiW‘ Gougand and (kmotMontodoa alone ttssentod* 
Itiimsdf byrocriSdag tite livtoofotilMinC He Ibvy urged tint toe fuienind foelings (M tiro 
waa gmtofriL fro tiro tif a to n tf s a i i Imt' Sngw nadmt.would mn« Inti Ettle ti t fitti tia 
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SftofWI* 
jUltbi^x 
moi^icatiM 
wotild t^e 
wpene my 
>at io Eng* 
the Pribce 
him I c&n< 
ignaalmity. 
ing to write 

to tboilg^ifaoe^ 'Xi>>monroWi at daybreak, we will 
VtSWr on^board English crmser ” 
IllmolMmbtimQdiatelr wrote, with the utmost 
M|id^^kUid <bpparentiy without devoting a* 
IMtteht to the cboiee either of words or 
t&iOO^tak the flawing letter to George IV? 
then rt^eO Itegoat^ ft is dbnched in terms of 
oaltmJiOtitoitftii, tad mtjestio diotion, worthy ot 
the ooMditti mtd of tiie man. Its comprehen- 
idvanlill, afpmjpriatmiess, and dignity of expres- 
dioa hate eoauBirnded universal admiration:— 

lj^hae«B,'»-&ipa8ed to the factions 
wbkn ri^Mmatiy country, and to the hostility of 
tim l^owera of £aEcp& I have tonni. 

aa|^ WjfliR^tical ooreer, and I come, like 
TheemhHdes, to sit down at the firelide of the 


of atfaai 


ns. C16I6. 

■f Mditf 1 am nartionlorlyanzioiie 
wi^ this insh most necessarily 

rwyim a oommie* 

CftMtugaOd ir0 see that 
have the 
kma of confine- 
atkt fVim fSjweted foe the doQr 
|(tHds ml dBtnistfof mnove all idea 


^Psnu^mn)^. 1 place myeelf nnder thepro- 
tMtlaa H mslr latra, which 1 claim from yonr 
Bmra) 1Bbi|^neM as the most powerful, the most 
OonstiHlii a# the most generous of my euemiei.” 


It ssea hhv fonr o’dook in the afternoon of 
‘the M[)h< ItM Cases and Gourgand were de- 
epalMM irif' h«Bd the ** Bellerophoa” to on- 
oas^tbammlilgof the Empeipr the next day. 

ciottwim eras also commissioned to 
takcmJMMi^addraBaed to the Fnnoe Begent 
to SCs leoeived from the Emperor the 

Gourgand will repair on 
hoard squadron with Connt de Las 

GasaSt 39(0tahe his departnre in the vessel 
whieh iha tmnnatidar of that equadron will do- 

He 

vri!Q to obtain an andiante of the 

Pitooe hand my to lum. If 

there shi^ nOi he found any toomyenisnoa In 


lettiv was sent by Other hands to the Court of 
St. Jamea * 

Dwdng the nisd^t, toveml EVendh naval offi* 
oers egam antmted Hig ml^ not to trust to 
the British woveRimant mpressed great 
confidence wat tb^ coulfl escape along the 
shore, and implored aim not to place himself in 
the power of an eaony, to whose honour and 
generosity it was in vmn to make any appeaL 
While thus deliborating, General Becker arrived 
in all haste with the imonr^oo that the Bour¬ 
bons had sent some officer to ^chefort to 
arrest the Empemr. Kapelton immediately 
dressed, and, toat as the day was dawning, 
entered a si^ bldg, the “Epervier," to be 
conveyed to the British cntiser> 

The whole patoy oocomiwayiiig the Emperor, * 
consisting nf ofooeia. kdi^ qhu^n,*i>uid ser- 
yants, amounted to fi{to*itiaB pmvona 
“ Site,** said General Beoktf, with deep emo¬ 
tion, ** shall 1 aooomptay you to the ‘Belle- 
iophon ?**' 

With that ittstinotiro aanto oK delleaey, gene¬ 
rosity, and honour which ever ohiniaOterHma the 
Emperor, he proniptiy lepU^-^ 

"By no nfoaus. We must be mindfiil of the 
reputation eX Fipnto. Were ytoi to accompany 
me, it mi(ht beiwought tout yOn had ddivered 
me up to the Eaghih* Xtisentin^yof >By free 


diilMiy of.ptwtot^ united Stotos 

«r It u my tofftMto ^ 

tothatoanM^ Bttt iim not adeept of pass¬ 
port. 

prefer y.*> rtfahd to any Odiar ootmliV. 1 shml 

^sBtS&tsi9 

in a com^ hmmbjft fito ififfmoe mr 
twelve Isaj^-fr^ Lltodtli, 


me up to tne Engjiiliu It is entirety of my free 
will that 1 |aoo^ to tbeix squadron. I m not 
wish to expose I'nutea to the snspidba of siuh 
''an aot of treachery.'' 

General J&wlus^ Ulm siU who had been ad- 
mimd to the fomilisr noqiutiiitanm of tbb ex- 
traotdinary maui was sntindy nndet the 4n- 
fluenoe of that hiUairiilfiB attrte^n wbioh he 
exerted over aiU* who appmacifod The 
general, who had^hSen Sto^by the {Visional 
govsvnment to watch wi a toy« 

|andaMQler,jBoShiavented%b^^ anting 
^overwheliDed wftibi gtfo| ho artioulato 

a word, and burnt ^ H 

I The Etimnto and 

arid, with that aonnto- 

mmto width aavwjm^jli^ 

"Etthtooe me, gsnemlt f umim yon for eS 
tim earn ymt hato tshtm Of me. ^ 1 wgmt jfimt 
I havB mit hnOhhPMyoontf. I have 


stMhefoyejMto^^pi^» gsainlt 
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A8the1)O^approa(d}a4llift«hIj^«»%0 ‘*H«littBfeirap()d4ilwfttQalL}npraai^Aott«t^ 

sailors maimed th« Tuds. |l)a Awe M8 4ere,aaSi«wlMII«,0fwb4ngmexti^ 

drawn np on dedk, Ca$t«|to liUH^lilttdMna Ids SBika^ TXiMaaf eseapes l£ tto^. Hlk 
ofiScers awaited at tlii g|RiWM|r( pad 4^atajte^irai(WtalaceaiideiLe««nrol^eo^ 

peror was received witb iSa'i^VsMedt aad tlwimdtnttotAaiRestiaiaata. iUltbenn^ 
otiquetto due to bie ji'xitkt iod m rtgwtibm of llw service, from the lord h%b ad- 

smsfortunes. Astiw hiM to the seamen, «h^ duties, views, expeota- 

board the *' BelleropAni^ 4pdd>v ' tions, pajr, iank,aad comforts, have been Mspmed, 

*' Captain Maitli^ t ntme on boatd yoor trfth ou^terlstio keeoaess and t^dlty. The 
ship to place mjseif tmddb proteotiioa of the machine^ of the ship, blocki, airti, yards, 
laws of Eoglaad." ' ropes, rij^ng, and eve^thhig else, uM«rwea« 

The captain only replied bjr i^low bow. He simOar scrutiny.” 
then led the Bnperor into his cabiu, gave him The kind reception (^vsn to the ^peirer on 
possession of the room, and bQ the offisets of the board the q]i>p9 bad repelled all He 

“DeUerophon” were presented. In the mean* was now proceeding to England with peid^teon-* 
time the andiprs me ratted, the sails spread, fidence, soothed by cheerful thoughts, and un* 
and Uie ship wBs\on her way to England, apptohensive of any hostile tmatoumt there. 
Early in Hie evening, the “ a seventy. Daring the whole passage the Emperor adored 

four gun ship, bearing the nag of Admiral tranquil, and, by his kind and geatle spint, alle- 
liotham, hove in ^ht, and signallod theBelle- ^iated the sorrows of hb gi^strickea oom- 
rophon *’ to cast anchor. The admiral came on panions. He showed to Captain Maitland the 
board, and solidtcd pmmission to pay his respects ?mrtraits of his wife and child; and team hooded 
to the Emperor, who had retired to his cabin ine eyes of the affectionate husband add faUiet 
After a loni? and Mendly interview, the Emperor as he tenderly spoke of being separated diem 
was inviti 1 to breakfast the next morning on those whom he so dearly loved, 
board the Superb.” He was received with all Daring the pashage the ofOoen and tha mow 
the honours due to a sovereis^ Hie admiral adopted the etiquotto of the Emperor^ fttita. 
and all the ofHcers of the Fqnamon emulated each They addressed him as Sirf or 
ytber in peeing their ulustriona gnest with a and, whenever he appeared on deek, every otto 
ge.^erou*. XuT'timty. The admiral invited the took off his hat. About nine o'dodk in the 
l.mperorto take passage for England on board, morning of the Sfith the “Bellei^oh;’' cadt 
bis aJiip, as more capacious and comfortable than anchor m the harbour of Torbay. The moment 
the *'Bellerophon.’* The Emperor, with his it was annotfneed that the Emperor waa on boards 
usual kindness, replied, * the bay was covered with boats orow^d with 

“ It is hardly worth w^ile for a few daya people, men and women of eU rknka, eager to 
Beddes, I should be sorry to wound the feelings catch a glimpse of the man who h^ ffhm the 
of Captain Maitland, especially if present ciroum- wide world with his renown. Tm Empwor 
atances are likely to forward aim in his career.” kindly oamo ,opon deck several Umas to natify 
As the Emperor was leaving the “ Bellerophon ” their curiosity by the exhibition of himself. All 
to visit the “ Snpwb,” the guard was drawn up hearts seemed to turn towards him. The owner 
on the quarter-deck to salute him. He stopped of a beautiful oouui^ry seat in right of ^e siiip 
and requested Hiem to perform several military sent Napoleon a^resent of varioes firuits. The 
movements, giving the word of command himself, ladies waved their bandkerohiefotoad soarb in 
Perceiving their manner to differ from that of the httostation of sympathy. 

French, be advanced into the midst of the sol. Admiral Keith, who was in command at Ply' 
diers, pushed thrir bayonets aside with his hatfd, month, but a few miles from Torbay,jymto'to 
and, taking a qumkei from one of the rear rank, Captmn Maitland, “ Tell tiio Empwor tost I 
went throngh the axerriso hlms^. Ibe officers shul be happy b being made acquaiiit^ will) 
and the awors gaaad with nnutterable amaae- anything which may be agreeeble to him, and 
ment upon this exhUdrion <f the rephUican Em- that I vw do ever^ thing in my power to comply 
peror. with his wishes^ Thank lum in my name for 

In coDseqttenre of ll^t and contrary triods, the generous, attention which he pmsosrity oiv 
tune days passed before the,*'B^eri^hon” cast deied to be shown to my nephew, who wae 
anchor in on Eiil|iBsh naibw. The Emperor, brought a prisoner to him after bring wounded 
with intonae intonri^ made jt^<g1f fanriliar.witb at mterloo.” 

averything on. beam rite ribi{a He had won In the night of the 25tli the 4iip wrigbod 
Itoldsn opiuiona from dP. Hie mind was rrileved anchor and sailed fig Plymonth, wbsNNhoai^ved 
from a terrible btirden of otu*e> had hla apirita about noon tjienextday. Immediktelj liiie Em- 
were cheerful and buoyant. Hta ffieriplmon peror and bw suiteparprivad a mami thanga 
Imatd toe ship ohaimea him,Md Itovaeaavef mriie manner bwuoh they aretotmiMm Cjap* 
vreaiy of axitfearing hfo affigafindSba. taiii Maitland appesMdiltmuditllrifW^^ and 

admin moat,” aaidiSe,*'ft thaaflmwandiPEderiy eactsemely sad. A nnmbm <w aMwd rata froni 
oondootot tilie men* O 9 bomd n the ether Ifte-of-Satriesh^and rim 

every one calls and'|dt«d hkibour took their nn ti ena, l Uc e aearioe^erouad 

aomaOTgeeae.” • ^ i- 1 rite **|lrii«r(mhon^ar4 ito oito wad 

iLaEBglirikeffiowoabomrihitrii^te 4 Mdft| 8 ^it»imwitlie(«lpawftmftrimh^ Twa 

I ns 
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inmates vere also p1|eeS as ctnar^^ips off tin 
*'Bellerophon.” Hu the British govoratnent 
been apprehensive that the English ffopU would 
rise and seize Nap^eon, and make him^eir king, 
they could not have adopted more rigorous pro- 
oautiona. Itumours, taken from toe daily papers, 
passed through the ship, that the Privy Council 
•were deliberating whether deliver Napoleon | 
to the vengeance of Louis XVIil., to order him 
to be tried bv a court-martial and shot, or to 
aetad him a prisoner for life to the dreary rock of 
St. Helena. The Duke of Wellington, England's 

E roudest noble, who had unworthily allowed 
iroself to cherish feelings of inipla^-ablc liatred 
towards the illustrious rcpublicun cldef, “in 
bis despatches,” says Count Montholon, “urged 
tliem to adopt bloody and terrible determina¬ 
tions.”®* 

Tbe earnest and humanely-intended ezpostula. 
tion of tho Hoke of Sussex induced the govern^ 
ment to adopt tho lingering execution of insult 
and privation instead of tho more speedy agency’ 
of tho bullet. • 

The harbour of Plymonth, still more than at 
Torbay, was covered with boats of all doscrip- 
tiona The population for thirty miles around 
came in crowds to see and to greet the illustrious 
prisoner.. In admiration of liis greatness, and 
with an instinctive sense that he had ever been 
tbe friend of the ptopk, they surrounSed the 
ahip with one contiuunue war of acclaraation 
and enthusiasm. The Emperor was never more 
cordially greeted even upon tho batiks of the 
Seine. His arrival had produced a delirium 
throughout dll England. Notwithstanding tbe 
Kbels of the ministers, the returned soldier.s had 
narrated if evpry cottage stories of his magna¬ 
nimity, his kindness, his sympathy with the 
poor andatho oppressed. He was the man of 
the people, and tho people instinctively sur¬ 
rendered to him their love ^uid homage. From 
all parts of England mnltitudft; were crowding! 
towards Plfirfouth. There were frequently not 
less than a thonsand boats surrounding th8| 
“Bellerophon." The armed guard-boats con-1 
tinaallj^mwing around, though they fired mua- { 
ketry and run down two boats by which several j 
lives were lost, could with great difliciJly keep 
the eager crowd at tho prescribed distance of 
three hundred yards. The enthusium was so 
intense and universal, that tli^English govern- 
mont became actually approhensiwe that Napo¬ 
leon might be rescued even on board a British 
liue-of-battle ship and in a British harbour. 

“ Two frigates wetethereforo," says Sir Walter 
Scott, “ a^inted to lie as guards on the ‘Bclle- 
rophoD,' 8OT sentinels were %>abled and trebled 
both by day and by night.” • 

The Emperor was 0nD, tbon^ffitl, and silent 
Ilis-fnends were overghelmed with const^na- 
tion. On the evening of the 30th of July, Sir 
Henry Banbury, Under-Secretary ofiState, came 
on board with Admipal Keith, and from a scrap 

v> These facto are proved bjr she Timtt of the 2itb 
aM25tbofJuiy,lU». 


ioNAPAETE,' ilSlfi. 

m paper, i^tfibnt signature, read to the Emperor 
tlte f^owmg illegal and infamoius decision:— 

As it may perhaps be convenidht for Gene¬ 
ral Benapaiae to learn, without farther delay, 
Uie ii|entionB of tho British government, your 
lordship wiU*coAmunicate the following informa¬ 
tion 

“ It would he inconsistent with our duty to- ' 
wards our country and the Allies of his Majesty 
if General Bonaparte possessed the means of- 
again disturbine the repose of Europe. It is on 
tin's account Ifiat it becomes absolutely neces¬ 
sary that he should be restrained*!!! his personal 
liberty, so far as this may be required by the 
foregoing important object.-The island of St. 
Helena has been chosen as future residence. 
Its climate is healthy, and ns local position will 
allow of his being treated with more indulgence 
than could be admitted in any other spot, owing 
to the indispensable precautions which it would 
bo necessary to employ for the security of his 
person.” 

It was then stated that Genernl Bonaparte 
might select a surgeon and any three ofiicers, 
excepting Savary and Lallemnnd, to accompany 
him, and also twelve domestics; that these per¬ 
sons would be regarded and treated as prisoners 
of war; and that Sir George Cockburn woulii 
sail in a few days to convey tbe capliaes to their 
.prison. 

Sir George received very rigorous instmetiona 
to reco^ise Napoleon, not as an emperor, but 
simply & a general. He was to examine every 
article in the possession of tho Emperor, bag¬ 
gage, wines, provisions, plate, money, diamonds, 

I bills of exchange, and saleable raccts of all 
kinds. Everything thus seized was to be placed 
in tlie hands of the ministers, and tho interest 
accruing from it was to be appropriated to de- 
fim.ving the expenses of his prison-house. 

'Tbe members of the household of the Em¬ 
peror, in the various capacities of household 
service, were also informed that, if they wished 
to accompany the Emperor, they must be snb- 
jdlitod to all tho restraints which might bo noces- 
.sary for securing the person of tbe distinguished 
captive. 

“This was fegarded,” says Mr. Bussy, “as 
an effort to deter his friends from accompanying 
the exile to his destination, by impressing them 
with an Moa of punishmeut for vague aud un¬ 
defined offences, aad of having before them a 
life of disquietudo from espiohage and eibitrary 
control. If such wore really tbe intention, how¬ 
ever, it rignally foiled; its sole effect being to 
concentrato the affecUona of those whom it 
sought to terrify.*' 

Thus trampling upon the British ConstitntiOn. 
and in defiance «f w jtudee and law, was an 
aSnstrious foreigner oondenmed to impiisoumcnt 
for li[o without trial, and em without accusa¬ 
tion. The ministm were so fully oonacious of 
tUb illegality of the measure Hiat they did not 
venture even to sign their names to the act. 
The Emporor listmed to the lea^g of this 
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atrocious docnment in silence, profound 
caloiHoss, nnd without manifesting any emotidn. 
He had obtained snch wonderful coiflrol oyor 
his own spirit, that, in tones gentle ^nddignilicd, 
and with great mildness of manner and counte¬ 
nance, ho simply yet eloqnentl^treplied-l 

“I am the guest of England, not her prisoner. 
I hare come, of my own accord, to place myself 
under the protection of the British law. In my 
case the goremment has violated tbo laws of its 
own country, the law of nations, and the sacred 
duty of hospitality. I protest against their right 
to act thus, and appeal to British lionour.” 

ABer the admiral and Sir Hent^' Banbury had 
retired, Napoleon, in anguish of spirit, remarked 
to his friends, ; 

“ The idea of imprisonment at St. Helena is 
perfectly borrihje. To be enchained for life on 
an island within the tropics, at an immense dis¬ 
tance from any land, cut olF from all commmii-, 
cation with the world, and everything it contains 
that is dear to mo 1 It is worse tiian Tamerlane’s 
iron cage. I would prefer beiug delivered up to 
the Bourljpns. They style mo General! They 
might as well call me Archbishop. 1 was head 
of the Church as well ns of the army. Had 
they conllned me in the Tower of London, or in 
one of the fortresses of'England, though not 
«rhat I had hoped from the generosity of the 
English ^ople, 1 should not have had sp much 
cause for complaint. But to banish me to a% 
island witliin tbo tropics I They might os well 
sign my death-warrant at once. It is impos¬ 
sible that a man of my habit of body can exist 
long in such a climate.” • 

In tlio despair of this dreadful hour, in which 
Napoleon first confronted insult, separation from 
all his friends and from every earthly joy, life¬ 
long imprisonment upon tlie ocean’s most dreary 
rock, nnd the deprivations end suileringsof those 
fiiithful followers who still clung to him, ho 
seemed, for an instant only, to have wavered in 
his usual fortitude. For a time he slowly paced 
the floor of the cabin, apparently perfectly calm, 
yet oppressed by the enormity of tiie doom de¬ 
scending npon his friends and upon himself, tils 
first thoughts even then seemed to be for his 
companions. As be slowly walked to and fro, 
he said, in the absent manner df soliloquy— 

“ After all, am I quite sure of going to St 
Helena ? Is a man dependent upon others when 
ho wishes his dependence should ce^e?” 

Then turning to Las Casus, he added— 
friend, I have sotfietimes an idea of quitting you. 
This would not he very difiiealt. It is only ne¬ 
cessary to create a little mental excitement (71 
ne a'agil gue de ee montr^ ua tcaU ttal peu la tiu)^ 
and 1 sliall soon have escaped. All will be over, 
and you can then tranquilly rejoin your families.’* 

Las Casas, remonstrating warmly against such 
snggc.ftions, replied—^“Sire, wo will live if^wn 
the past. Tbei^is enough of that to satisfy ns. 
Do we not enjoy the life of Cmsar and-or Alex* 
nnder? We shaU possess still more; 
tep^ruse yourseif, sirel" 

The cloud immediately passed away from the 


qsirit of the^Emporor. “ ^e it so," ho promptly 
replied; “ we will write our memories. Yes, we 
must be employed, for occupation is the scythe 
of time. After all, a man aught to fulfil liis' 
destinies.* This is my grand doctrine. Very 
well! Lot nSinc bo accomplished.” Instantly 
resuming his accustomed serenity nnd cheerful¬ 
ness, he changed the topic of conversation. , 

The officers of the *' BeUcrophou” had all be¬ 
come attached to tho Emperor. From the cap* 
tain to tho humblest sailors, they were all ex¬ 
ceedingly mortified and chagrined at the treat¬ 
ment their illustrious guest was receiving from 
the miuistprs.” Many English gentlemen in 
London also eagerly volunteered their eflbrts to 
place the outlawed Emperor under the protection 
of tbo British Constitution. 

Tbo F'rench gentlemen composing the suite of 
tho Emperor were in great consternation, since 
phut four of them could bo wnnstted to accom¬ 
pany him to St. Helena. Their attachment to 
^apoleen was so strong that all were anrtions to 
share his dreary sand litb-long impruonmont. 
Dreadful as was this doom, “ we did not hesitate 
to desire,” says Los Casas, "^that each of us 
might bo among those whom the Emperor 
would choose, entertaining but one fear, that 
of finding ourselves excluded.” 

Two of the daily London papers generously 
and warmly espoused the cause of the Emperor. 
Tho voice of tlm people grew louder. The 
number of ]^oats daily increased, and so crowded 
tbo “ Bolieropbou” that discharges of musketry 
were employed to keep them at a distance. 
Whenever the Emperor appeared upon dock, he 
was greeted with constantly.mcreasing entba- 
siasm of acclaim. Napoleon began A be cheered 
by the hope that the despotism of the govern¬ 
ment would be compelled to yield to the pressure 
of public opinion. 

The “ Nortbtimbcrhmd,'’ under the command 
of Admiral CocALburn, was to convoy the Empe¬ 
ror to St. Helena. This ship wasfkt Portsmouth, 
'not quite ready for so long a voyage. ^ The mi¬ 
nisters were exceedingly uneasy in view of tho 
developments in favour of the Em^ron^.'Kiev 
consequently urged the utmost posaibTS dc^atoh 
to hasten the departure of the ship. Under 
these circumstances, by the advice of an English 
lawyer, tho Emperor wrote the following pro¬ 
test, to be fo^nrded to tho English govern- 
moiit:— • 

raoTEST. 

'*I hereby solemnly protest, in the face of 
Heaven and mankind, against the Violence that 
Is done mo, and the violation of my most sacred 
rights in disposing of my person aid liberty. I 


** The Eni^h trovemment felt so embarrassed by 
cosselons giUit, that, a pear they yassed a law to 
sanctify tbs crime. Msakintoih, la ms ** History of 
Enffland,” vol. ill., p. 133, drawing a parallel between 
Napoleon end Hssy, Qaeen of Scsots,Bays, "Nelihcr of 
them was bom a British sutdeet, or bad committed any 
vdtacewilhtn the Jarisdletlondf England; cooscqaently, 
dsUher of them wuamenablc to EDgllsh taw. The im¬ 
prisonment of neiper was conthmuble W the law of 
Englaad or ttaehtir of nations.** 
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volontarily came on Imard the 'BclhHrophon.' f 
am not the prisoner, 1 am the gncst of Etigland. 
I came at the suggestion of tho captoSu liirosclf, 
who said ho bod oiiders from the goveijpmcnt to 
receive and convey mo to England,together with 
my suite, if agreeable to me. I came forward 
with confidence to place myself under tho protee- 
ftion of the laws of England. When once on 
board tho * Bellerophon,’ I was entitled to the 
hospitality of the British people. If the govern¬ 
ment, in giving the captain of the' Bellerophon’ 
orders to receive mo, only wished to lay a snare, 
it has forfeited its honour and disgraced its flag. 
If this act be consummated, it will be, in vain for 
tho English henceforth to talk of their sincerity, 
their laws, and liberties. British faith will h.ave 
been lost in the hospitality of the ‘ BelLrophon.’ 

“I appeal to history. It will say that iin 
enemy, who mado war for twenty years against 
tho English pofiple, came spontaneously, in the 
hour of misfortune, to seek an asylum under 
their laws. What more striking proof could hv[ 
give of his esteem and cotifKIeuce? But how 
did Btigland reply to such an act of magna¬ 
nimity? It pretended to hold out a hospitable 
hand to the enemy, and on giving himself up 
, with confidence, ho was immolated. 

“ XiVroMios, 

‘“Bellerophon,” .at son, Ang. 1,1815.”o 

In the evening of the nmc. day, as the Em¬ 
peror was slowly pacing the deck,, conversing 
with Las Casas, ho quietly drew from under his 
waistcoat the valuable diamond necklace which 
Queen Ilortottsc had pressed upon him, and, 
without slackening his pace, placed it in the 
hands of Las Casas, saying, “ 'rake care of that 
for me.*' lie then continued his couvcr‘.ution 
upon a totidly difl'crcnt subject, ns it there had 
been no interruption. 

Two plans were formed legal geutlfiincn in 
London to rescvffc the Emjicror fiom tho despotic 
grasp of the ^StTmisters, and to place him under 
the protection of British law. One cll’ort was* 
to demand the person of Napoleon, through u 
wri^ ulL^beiu corpus. An attempt w'as also 
made to cite him as n witness iii an iinportaiit 
trial, to prove the condition of the French navy. 
When the oflicor arrived to serve the writ on 
Lord Keith, the. admiral contrived to keep the 
boat oil’ until he had leaped i|to liis twclve- 
oarod barge. There then ensact^ a race, in 
which tho admiral was of course a victor, but 
which provoked the mirth of*all England, and 
also roused the iudiguation of many generous 
hearts. 

The govcf».iMent, alanned hf these determined 
oflforts to rescue their victim from a Ijfe-long im- 
prisoumeut and a lingering death,* ordered tho 
“Bellerophon" immediately to put to sea, and 
to remain cruising off Tdrbay till she should bo 
joined by the squadron from Poti^smouJ^i destined 
for St. Ilelena. It is greatly to the honour of 
tho British nation that the ministers, while 
performing this high-handed ^imo, conld not, 
with safety, take Napoleon into any harbour in 


England. iTIfe wind was high and tho sea 
roifgb, but the “ Bellerophon” weighed anchor 
and puslAjd out into the stormy wisvos. Hero 
the sliin remained for several days, to the great 
discoinLrt of all on board, pitching and rolling 
on the Kstlbss billows.'''' 

The Emperor chose ns liis companions the 
Grand-Marshal Bertrand, Count Montiiolon, and 
Conut Las Casus. General Gourguud was in 
such despair at being left, and pleaded so 
earnestly to he taken, that, notwithstanding the 
instructions alloyed Napoleon to take but three 
oflicers, it was consented that Las Casas should 
be considered, not ns an olhcer, but as private 
secretary. Thus Gourgaud wa.s included. 

On tho evening of the 7th, Ihe " Northnmber- 
kind," with two frigates, arrived at 'I'orbey. 
Admiral Keith aud Admiral Cockburn came on 
hoard the “ Bellerophon.’’ Both seemed em- 
•b.’irrassed and ashamed of the ignominiouH busi- 
ne<.9 they w-cre called upon to perform. Admiral 
Keith was a gentleman of highly-polished man¬ 
ners. 11 0 seemed to feel keenly tlic insults which 
bis government was Iicapiiig upon tha Emperor. 
With crimson cheeks and faltering speech ho 
iiilonncd Napoleon that he was ordered to search 
his luggage and that of his suite, and to take 
away all the money fliat could be found. lie, 
however, gave the kind assurance that the Eng¬ 
lish government did not intend to refo General 
'Bonaparte, but that tliey would act as guar¬ 
dians, and keep lii.s money safely, that he might 
not squander it in attempts to escape. “ When 
I General Bonaparte dies,” the government autho- 
i ri/ed the admiral to l^ay, “ he can dispose of his 
property by will, and he may be assured that 
ids will shall be fiiillifully executed.’* Tlie Em- 
|)eror and his friends w'cro also ordered to sur- 
rendor their swords. General Bonapiirto was 
also informed that, if ho should make any efl'urt 
to escape, be would expose himself to dose con- 
finernout. A few months afterwards an act of 
,PHrliHmcnt was passed, subjecting to the penalty 
of death any of his suite who should attempt 
; to ^cilitate his escape. 

_ Admiral COckburn attended to this humilia¬ 
ting duty of searching the luggage. The French 
pntlcracn refused to be present at an outrage so 
ignominious. The Emperor's valet, Marchaiid, 


w “ Tlie Irieiuls of Nnpolcon In Encland, meanwhile-. 
for, nutwithi^iuUng the odium wlueli hsd been uni- 
fnnn ly rant upon him by authority, his real character 
had aradiially become known, and the rcvulalon, conse¬ 
quent upon the detection of folsoiiood, bad naturally 
cuiirertcd many, Wbo had been unwitting dupoa, Into 
odniirliii; fi lends, to say nothing of the number of in. 
tflllgcnt persons who had never been deceived—used all 
thrir iiifluencc*to soften the rigour of his sentence; and 
failing in their appeals to the clemency of tho govern¬ 
ment, tliey had recourse to oUicr, though certainly as 
Inadrquate means, to clfect thclc purpose. It was drat 
8 night to procure his removal on shore by a writ of 
/laheas corpus; but this process WM lound to be inap- 
phcablq-tli an alien; upon which a rabpeena was issued, 
citing him to appear as witness In on action hrought by 
a nswal odlcct lor hbcl. This proceeding seems to have 
alarmed and conlbundod both the Adminlty Board and 
its (.fflc«r,Lord Keith.”—History Of NnKdeoii, by Oaorgo 
H. Bassy (Loudon, 1840). 
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opened the tranks for the search. The hnsineis 
was faithfully executed. Every a^CIcie was ex> 
amined, not even excepting the Emperor’s body 
linen. Abotft one hundred thousand francs were 
taken, in gold, from the tranks, lifvelvo thoU' 
sand five hnndred francs, in gold, were left in 
the hands of Marchand, the Emfkeror's va'ct-dc- 
chambre, for his master's present use in remu¬ 
nerating his servants. The admiral was, how- 
ever, not willing to thrust his hand into the 
pockets of the Emperor, or to order him to take 
oif liis shirt. Thus some four millions of francs, 
in diamonds and letters of credit, (rere retained. 

Tltc two mflnirals now came into tlio cabin 
where the Emperor, calm and sorrowful, was 
standing by tlie stem windows. Las Casas, 
Count Montholon, General Bertrand, and Gcncml 
Gourgaiid, burning with unavailing indignation, 
were at liis side. Lord Keith, in obedience to a 
command fromwbicb his soul revolted, in a voice 
tremulous with embarrassment and shame, said, 
“ England demands your sword!” 

The strange demand seemed to rou.se the Em¬ 
peror from a painful reverie. He looked up with 
a convulsiv> movement, [ilaced his hand upon 
the hilt of his sword, and fixed upon the admiral 
one of those withering glances which few men 
had been able to withstand. Lord Keith could 
go no further. His head, silvered with grey 
Aairs, fell upon his breast. His generous henrt 
refused tcAndict another pang upon the illustrinns 
victim before him. Bowing prafoundly and with, 
deep emotion to the Emperor, without ultoring 
a word, he withdrew The secretary of the ad¬ 
miral ventured to remind him that the command 
of the ministers was cxpliist that the sword of 
Na{Xileon should be surrendered. Lord Keith, 
turning npon his heel, indignantly replied, 
“ Mind yonr owm business!” 

Napoleon then sent for Captain Maitland, and 
said, “ I have requested this visit in order to re¬ 
turn my thanks lor your kindness and attention 
while 1 have been on board the ‘ Bellerophon,’ 
and also to beg that you will convey them to the 
ofiicers and ship’s company under your command. 
My reception in England has been far difier^nt 
from what 1 had anticipated. 1 have, however, 
no longer to learn that it is not fair to judge of 
a people by the conduct of their government It 
gives me great satisfaction to ftssnro you that 1 
feel your conduct to me throughout, has been 
that of a gentleman and a man of honour.” 

Napoleon took an alTecting leave jif his friends 
who were forbidden to aettompony him. Their 
anguish was very great, and many of them wept 
bitterly. Las Casas, who Iclk both wife and 
children to devote himself to the Emperor, said 
to Lord Keith, “ You see, my ]ord,^at the only 
persons who shed tears are those who remain 
behind.” The Emperor alTocdonately embraced 
General Lallemand and the Dnke of fiovigo 
after tbe French manner, clasping them ii^bis 
arms and pressing his cheek to theirs. • He had 
nerved himself to composure, but tears streamed 
oomously from their eyes. * 

The French government had excluded Savary 
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and Lallemand from the amnesty, and now the 
British govosvmont prohiljftcd them from ac¬ 
companying Napoleon to St. Helena. Thus 
those distinftuished men, whoso only crime was 
their generous devotion to their sovereign, were 
consigned'to jlmost inevitable death. Their 
subsequent penis and Huftcrings, while the vic¬ 
tims of poverty, persecution, mul exile, were 
awful. Piontkouski, a Polish niliccr who had, 
been raised from the ranks, with tears implored 
Lord Keith to allow him to follow his beloved 
Emperor, even in the most meniiil cimrncter. 

Mr. 0'Mo..ira was the surgeon of the “ Bol- 
Icropho'n.” He with enthusiasin attached himself 
to Najiolcoi^ and accepted the appointment of 
his physician. About eleven o’clock tbo barge 
appeared to convey the Emperor to tbo ” North* 
umborland.” As Napoleon crossed the quarter¬ 
deck of ihu ship, the mm presented arms, and 
throe ruflies of the drum were beat, such ns are 
^sed in a salute to a general afliccr. Ho nn- 
envered his head, and said, “ Captain Maitland, 
J(»tako thi.s bust opportunity of thanking you for 
the tnamier in whi^i you have treated mo while 
on board the ‘ Bellerophon.'" Then turnivg to 
tlie ofiicers who wore standing by, he added, 

“ Gentlemen, I have rcque.sted you;* captain to 
express iny grat'tndc for your nttentious to me, 
and to those who have followed ray fortunes." 
lie tlim advanced to the gangway, but, before 
descenmng, bowed two or three times to the 
crew, who were si4i assembled in the waist and 
on the forqpastlc. lie was followed by the 
French officers with their ladies, and by l..or<l 
Keith. After the boat had shoved off and was 
a few yards from the ship, he rose, took off his 
hat, and bowed, first to the officers, and then to 
the nion. Ho then sat down, and, frith perfect 
composure and politeness, entered into couver- 
sation with Txird Keith. • 

'flic household of the Emperor, as now com¬ 
posed, consisted of. Count and Countess Mon¬ 
tholon and childl Count and Countess Bertrand 
and three children, Bumn Gourgi!“''l, Count l.as 
'Casas, and Dr. Barry O’Meara. There were also 
three individuals in the various grades of ser¬ 
vants, making in all twenty-four perso n s ^ 

The orders given by the govcrnittmT to Sir 
George Coekbnrn were very exjilieit that Napo¬ 
leon should not be recognised as emperor, but 
simply as general. They persisted to the last in 
the assumptiongtfant he was a usurper. When 
the Emperor was informed of this decree, he 
simply remarked, “They may call me what 
they please; they cannot prevent mo from being 
myeelf." 

The “ Northumberland” was manned by more 
than a thonsand s^ors. As the baqpi approached, 
every eye, pf officers end seamen, was riveted 
upon the min whom the world has pronounced 
to bo the most extraordinary retarded in the 
annals of time. Univiirsal silence, addhig almost 
religions |we to^the solemnity of the ceremonial, 
prevailed; as t£e Emperqr, with a slow step, 
amended the ga^way and stood upon the deck. 
The officers of a* “’No^humberland” were a»* 
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eomblod in a group uncovered. The Emperor sum of 1,537.500,000 frencB was extorted rom 
mised liiR hat when tjie guard pres^pted arms and the penpl^ to pay the Allies for the expense 
the drums rolled. After addressing n few words, incurred in crashing the independence of France, 
witli an air of the most affable politeaess, to those Aji artify of 150,000 allied trooi*s were sta- 
Dcar him, he rctij^d to bis cabin. tioiied in tbe French fortresses along the 

It is, indeed, whiraHical to see t5ie British fronti^, to bo supported by the French people 
ministers attndi so much imporlanco to swith- fur fr«n threes to five years, to keep France 
bolding the title of Emperor .from one who had in subjection. This scene of exultation was 
governed so large a portion of Jhiropc—who had i closed by a review of the whole Ilussian army 
* been the creator of kings—and whose imperial! in otic field. The mighty host consisted of 
title had becti recognised by every Continciital I 100,000 men, including 28,000 cavalry and 540 
nation. Naiiolcon was so far superior to such ! pieces of cannon. They were assembled upon 
weakness, that lie intended to assume tlio name , an immense ]tlain at a short distance from 
of Colonel Duroc or Miiiron. 'I'ho nssuftiplion, I Clia.lon8. At the signal of a single gun fired 
however, that the French nation ^ero ve,bcl«, | from a liciglit, three cheers were given by all 
and had no right to elect him their emperor, tlie troops. The awful roar, never forgotten 
roused his indignation, nud incited him to an b.y those who heard it, reverberatod through 
honourable rpsistanco. France, and fell upon tlic car of tiie enslaved 

It can never be sufllciently deploied tliat Eng- nation as the knell of dp,atb. It wius dcsimtiun's 
land lo.st so glorious an oppori unity of diguifyiug! defiant and exultant yoU. Tiien did one and all, 
history by llieRecord of a noble deed. Jfad then' except the few partizaus of the Bourbons, bitterly 
appeal of Napoleon met with u magnanimous deplore that they had not adhered to the Km- 
vesponse, it would have consigned inueh of tlu) j peror, and followed those wise counsels which 
wrongs the Kriglish govemrrKuit had previmi-sly j alone could save France. Then did it become 
inflicted to oblivion. But now no friend of lOng- evident to every mind that tho only government 
hind, who is not lost to all sense of honour, can ' v.hich could, by any possibility, bo sustained 
ever hear tho words Napoli'ini or .St. I Icleiui! against tho encroachment of tho Allies and the 
without feeling the check tingle with the bluah iKiiqiatioti of the Bourbons, was tlie wise and 
of shame. ' cfTicient government which Napoleon had osta- 

Two frigates and seven sloops of war, all with bli-shcd. But it was too late to repent. Napo<' 
troops on board, were prepared for the voyage, loon, a, captive in a British ship, was jAssing far 
and the next day, the itch ofvXugust, the whole jiway to (nicl impiisnuincnt and to n lingering 
squadron, guarding one mm, set sail for St. dciitli. Fraiiec, bound hand and foot, exhiinsted 
Boiena, What n comment upon tlio grarideiir and bleeding Irom cliastisiug blows, could resist 
of his character, and the powerlul iulluonee h« no nioro.^ 

had obtained over the hearts ol' the people of By the capitulatioe of Paris it was expressly 
Europe, that it was <leemed nccesjary to send d(*ci«red that “no person should be molested for 
him to a K»nely rock two thoii'iiud miles from his political opinions nr conduct during the Hnn- 
France, to place an army of hayoru'ts around lii, dred Itays." Wellington and Blnclicr concluded 
solitary hq.t, and to girdle the island with a the ciipituhitiou, and their sovereigns ratified 
squadron of armed ships. Surely Napoleon it; but the Allies seem never to have paid any 
stands alono and nnriviillcd l/i hin glory. regard to their )>1igiited faith. Fitry-eight per- 

While the -0 scenes were trampiring, Blneher sons were banished, and three condemned to 
and WelliiigtJn marched vigoiously to Paris., death. Among these three was Marshal Ney, 
Blucher, with savage bnrharity, pluiule.rod amr who Jmd yieliied to perhaps the most powoi'fbl 
ravaged tho country through which he marched, tempfation which had ever been presented to 
Tl\p French soldiers, disheartened by the loss of a fti iicjous soul. Tho magnanimity of Napoleon 
their Enijferor, would not fight for the proTf- would, with engerness, havo pardound such a 
sional government. A few de.spfiiring and bloody irimo. 'I’he noble marshal, who had fought a 
b.*ittlcs ensued, when Paris again capitulated, hundred battles for France and not one against 
and the Euglisli and Pnisslans truuujihantly her, was led out into the garden of tbe Luxem- 
encamped in tho garden of tlie Tuilcricb and in burg to be shot like a dog in a ditch. In those 
the (^hamps Klys(fe<. France was, humiliated, days of spWtual darkness, he cherished a pro- 
Her crime in cLoo.iiuglier <.wn F.itiperor was im- found revermco for the Christian religion. He 
pardonable. Blucher, drunk wkli exidtatioii and sent for n clergyman and devoutly partook of 
wino, was with the utmost difficulty rosiraiiied tbe hisit saernmunts of the Qospel, saying, “I 
from blowing up tlie boautiful hri*!ge of .leim, wish to die as becomes a Christian." 
which span%idho Seine, and the magriiJkeut Be stood e^ect, but a few feet from the soldiers, 
mminmetit in the Place Vendohio. with his hat in his left hand, and his right upon 

'fhn allied sovereigns s^on nrriveii with their his heart. Fixing for a moment hla eagle eyo 
countless hosts. Franco was dismembered with- upon the glittering muskets before him, ha 
out mercy, her strong ibrtresscs were snrren- c^A'ily said, •* My comrades, fire on me." Ten 
dered to the Allies, the Louvre was stripped of bullets pierced his heart, aud^e fell dead. A 
all those treasures of art whicll h.id oecn sur- warmer heart never beat. A braver man, a 
rendered to Franco by hostile natious, in re- kinder ftiend, a more devoted patriot never lived, 
compensc for perfidious attack^ The enormous His wife, upon her knees, had implored of lionis 
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XVIII. tbo pardon of ber bnsband, bnt vat 
•tenily repulsed. The tidings be vas no 
more threw iier into convulsions, ani she soon 
followed he( beloved companion to the grave. 

Wellington can never escape condemnation for 
permitting such a violation of naMonol Imnour, 
No matter how gnilty Ney might ha'jn been 
deemed by the Allies, the cat>itiflation which 
Wellington had signed pledged his safety. The 
weight of the world's censure has fallen upon 
Wellington rather than upon Bluchcr, for no one 
expected anything but barbarism from “ Prussia's 
debauched dragoon.” Hut England's proud duke, 
unfortunately^ at that time aliowfd his mind to be 
sadly darkened by angry prejudice. 

The following candid testimony from General 
Baron de Jomini, who had deserted the cause of 
Napoleon, and had become aid>de'oamp of tho 
Emperor Alexander, will bo read with interest, as 

.a political enemy who was not 

unity;— 

a thonght that ho (Napoleon^ 
would nave been treated very differonily had ho 
presented himseh nt tlio liend-quartcrs of the 
Emperor Aloxuuder, trusting his fate to the 
magnanimity of liis sentiments. Posterity will 
judge of tho treatment he sufferod. Prisoner in 
another hemisphere, nothing was left him but to 
defend the reputation history was preparing for 
• him, and which was still being perverted, accord¬ 
ing to Ike passions of parties. Death surprised 
him while writing his commentaries, which have 
remained imperfect, and tliis was no doubt oflo 
of his greatest regrets. However, he can repose 
in peace. Pigmies cannot obscure hissglnry. He 
has gathered, in bis victories of Montenotlc, Cas- 
tiglione. Areola, llivoli, the Pyramids, as well ns 
in tho.se of Marengo, L'lin,Au5tGrlitz, Jena, Fried- 
laud, Abensburg, itatisbonue, Wagram, Borodino, 
Bautzen, Dresden, Champ-Anbert, Montmirail, 
and Ligny, laurels sufficient to clTace the single 
dis.aster of Waterloo, His five codes will be 
titles not Ie>s honourable to the suffrages of pos¬ 
terity. The moimmcnU erected in France and 
in Italy will attest his greatness to remotest ages. 
His adversaries have reproached him with a 
tendency to Oriental despotism. I shared this 
opinion with them for a long time. Only true 
Btatesmeii should judge him in this respect. 
What seemed a crime in theteyes of Utopiaiu'sts, 
will some day become, to the eyes of enlightened 
men, his most glorious title to wisdom and fore* 
light Experience will finally prove who lest 
understood the interest% of Frai»9b, Napoleon or 
the doctrinaires who undermined his power. 
Tho suffrages of sensible men will remain to 
him.”»» • 

• ^ 

95 The cslmnniators of Napoleon have declared that 
“his power rested upon the most extensive system of 
corru|itiou ever establuihcd.’’ Colonel Napier, indlK»ant 
that even on enemy should bo so grossly slaitdcred, 
exclaims^ ^ •• 

“ Where is the proo^ or even probabiUtyt of that great 
man's system of government bdng intemaliV dependent 
. npon * the most ex tensive corruption ever established in' 
Tkt annual apatdftmu ti JFramt wdi 
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Adien' to Fyineo-.The voyaao—St Helena—Hide to 
Longwood—nescrlption of “Tlio Brloni''t-Mrs. Abell 
—The Eiupenir's mude ol life—lyystilntion of the Em¬ 
peror-Earn estt proii'st-l’i'tty anitoyunoo.s—Inrero.'<t- 
iiiglconvcisiiiiSns—The Iinponal ttrleri'fiMcd—Aiiev- 
dot!—The slave—Tlu* social chiiraciorof ilic Krajicror 
—Ills candour—roor Toby—Striking remarks. 

It was on the 9th of August, 1815, thais 
tho “ Northumberland," with tho accompanying 
squadron, set sail for St. lluieua. The ileot 
consisted of ten vessels. As Utc ships were 
tacking to get out of tho Chaiinul, the Emperor 
stood upon the deck of the “ Northuiuberland," 
and watched, with an anxious eye, to catch a lost 
glimpse of his beloved France. At lost, a 
sudden liffing of the clonds presented tho coast 
to view. “ France! France!" apontatioously bur 
from the lips of all the French on board. 

The Emperor gazed- ffir a moment in siicm 
upon the land over which he had so long and » 
gloriously reigned. lie then, uncovering his 
liead, bowed to ^lo distant hills, and said with 
deep emotion, “ Land of tlie brave, I salute thee I 
Farewell! France, farewell!" * 

Tho ell'ert npon all present was electrical. The 
English officers, moved by this insUiietive and 
snhlime adieu, mvoluntariiy uncovered their 
heads, profoundly respecting the grief of tlicir 
illustRous captive. 

The Emperor^with extraordinary fortitude, re¬ 
signed himself to his now situation. Though, in 
self-respect, he could not assent to tho insulting 
declaration of tho English ministers that he had 
been but a usurper, and the French people rebels, 
he opposed the cifect of these iiistriictions with 
such silent dignity as to cojnmnnd gsnuml respect 
and homage. {Such was tho magical intlnenco 
of his genius, as displayed in all his words and 
actions, tliat each day he became the object ol 
more oxaltod admiration and reverence. 

lie breakfa|fcd*nlono in his^cabin, and passed 
the day, until four o'clock, in residing or convers¬ 
ing witii those of his companioils whom ho in¬ 
vited to his room. At four o'clock ho dressed for 
dinner and came into tho general cabin, wjiere 
-- . - 

trnrfcly half that of Biujkw-l. Niipelooii rejertnl public 
loans, which lire the very Iifc-hh>oa of conu|iii(>n. lie 
left no debt, fndcr liiiii no man dcvourwl tho imblio 
substance in iUIcnciS because lie was of a priviirged 
class. 

“ tils Catfaure, more extensU-e and piTfuct than the 
noomsday iinok, tlnit moiiuiiiciit of the wisdom and 
gveatness of i.ur Norman Conqueror, was aUme suffl- 
cii-nt to endear fllni to the nation, itapidly'adrnnciiig, 
tnuii'r his vigoron-* superintendence, it n-Kistered and 
taiurlit every man the true vahio and nature of tils pro- 
pertv, and till its liabilities, public and private, it was 
(le.siKiicO, .sad inmt ably wlaptcd, M#x and socoiretitles 
to property, to prevent frauds, to abate lltlgadoti, to 
apportion^e weiplit of taxes equally and justly, to re¬ 
press tlio insolence vf the tax-gatherer wlHioiit tiijury 
to the revenue and to Secure tho saerod freodom of tlio 
poor man's home. TIte Ereneb Cadatlrt, although not 
originid would, from its comprehonsiveness, have beam, 
when JonipIciAl, the greatest boon ever conferred upon 
a civilized nation by astatesmui.’’—Kapler's Peolntalu 
War, voL tr„ p.fsa. 
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he freqnently airfiiaed himself for h&lf an hour 
with a game at chess. At five o’clock the acU 
rairol came and in^ted him to •dinner. The 
Emperor, having no taste for convivial ijibits, 
had seldom, during his extraordinarSy laborious 
life, allowed bimsdf more than fifteen minutes at 
the dinner-table. Here the conrseq alotfc oocjipied 
over an hour. Then an hour or two morenvere 
loitered away at the wine. Napoleon, out of 
respect to the rest of the company, remained at 
1 Stable until the close of the regular courses. His 
two valets stood behind Ills hhair amFserved 
him. ITo ate very frugally, and of the most 
simple dishes, never cxnres'.ing either censure or 
approbation of the food which was provided. 

At the hour when ladies in England withdraw 
from the table, he invariably retired. As the 
Emperor left, the whole company rose, and con- 
tinned standing until ho had passed from the 
room. It was the instinctive homage of gene- 
rolls men to the greatest of mankind, resigning 
liiinself sublimely to iinpnrcllclod misfortunes. 
Some one of his suite, in turn, each day accom- 

f innicd him upon dock. Here ho w'ulkcd for nm 
lour or two, conversing clicerfeilly and cordially 
with Ips friends, and with any others whom he 
hiippcncd to cncoiinf or on board the ship. With¬ 
out the slightest reserve lie spoke of all the 
events of his past career, of his conllicts, his 
triumphs, and his disasters. In these utterances 
fioni the fulness of the heart, he never manifested 
the least emotion of hitterncss or of irritability 
tow’ards those who had opposecKiim. Such was 
the I'.inperor’s uniForm course of life {luring the 
voyage of ten weeks. 

• “ He had won," says Lamartine, “the admira¬ 
tion of the English crew by the ttseondeuey of 
his iiiimo, by the contrast between liis power of 
yesterday anfihis present captivity, us well ashy 
the calm freedom of Iiis attitude. Sailors them- 
Bclves arc ae^^essiblo to the radiance of glory and 
grandeur that beams from the captive. A gre.iit 
name is a universal niujesty. r The Tunijui&hed 
reieticd over his aouquerors. ’ * 

There were seireral Italians on board the ship, 
and there were also some midsliipmen and 
common sailors who spoke French Ihicutly. Na- 
poloav seemed pleased in calling these to him, 
and empl^S^lTtg them as interpreters. One day 
lie perceived the master of the vessel, who, as I 
pilot, was responsible for her eafo conduct, but 
who, not having the honour of an epaulette, was 
not admitted to the society of Aymiral Cock- 
burn and his suite. The Emperor entered into a 
long conversation with the man, was pleased 
with Lis intelligence, and, in ctfticlusion, said, 
“ Come and dine with mo to-morrow.” 

The poor master, astonished and bewildered, 
stammered out Ij^iTeply, “ Tbo |{lmiral and my 
captain will not like a master to ei^at their 
table.” , ' 

“ Very well," answered the F.mporor; if 
they do not. so much the worse for them; you 
shall dine with me in m^ cabin.” ^ 

W'hcn the admiral rejoined the tmperor, and 
was informed of what had passed, he very gra- 
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oiously remarked that any one invited by General 
Bonaparte ty, the honour of sitting at his table 
was, by thfs circumstance alone, placed above all 
the ordinary rules of discipline aqd etiquette. 
He then sent for the master, and assured him that 
he would be <tveIcorae to dinner the next day. 

Thil'unafFccted act, so entirely in accordance 
with the wllole' life of the Emperor, but so as¬ 
tounding on bo.ard an Engli.sli man-of-war, was, 
with great rapidity, circulated through the ship. 
Every sailor felt that there was a bond of union 
between him and the Emperor. The soldiers of 
the fifty-third regiment, who were on their 
passage to St. tlelena to guard Ids prison, and 
the crew of the ship, wero all apparently ns 
devoted to him as French soldiers and French 
sailors would have been. 

After walking for a time upon the deck, the 
Emperor usually took hi.s seat upon a gun, which 
was ever afterwards called the Emperor's gun, 
where, sometimes for hours, he would converse 
^with great luiimation and chupTfuliiess. An in¬ 
terested group ever gathered around him. Las 
Casas was in the habit of recording in bis jour¬ 
nal these conversations. Najioleon, lusccrtaining 
this fact, called for his joirual, read a (i^w pages, 
and then decided to beguile the weariness of the 
voyage by dictating the history of his campaigns, 

Octohfr 7ih. The fleet met a French ship. An 
ofliccr of the “ Northumberland" vi.sited her, and , 
told the astonished captain that they i;ad the 
Emperor on board, and were conveying him to 
S'*. Helena. The P’rcnch captain sadly replied, 

“ You have robbed us of our treasure. You 
have takcv away him who knew how to govern 
us according to our tastes and manners.” 

The Emperor contiilued to beguile the weary 
hours of each day in dictating the memoirs of 
his c.ampaigns. “When ho commenced his 
daily dictations," saj.s Las Cu«as, “ after con¬ 
sidering for a few moments, he would rise, pace 
tlie floor, and then begin to dictate. He spoke 
as if by inspiration; places, dates, phrases—he 
stopped at nothing.” 

^ Octnher litth. Just as the evening ‘twilight 
was fading away, a man at the mast-head 
shouj^d '* Land!" In the dim distance could bo 
ftiinlly discerned a ha/y cloud, which was sus¬ 
pended ns the pall of death over the gloomy 
prison and the graye of the Emperor. About 
noon of the next day, the ‘‘Northumberland" 
cast anchor in tho harbour of St. Helena. The 
Emperor, througli his glass, gazed with an un¬ 
changed countnuance upon the bleak and storm- 
drenched rock. Hug^d peaks, black and 
verdureless, towered to the clouds. A strag¬ 
gling village adh(<^ed to the sides of a vast 
ravine. Every shelf in the rocks, every aper¬ 
ture, die brow of every hill, was planted with 
cannon. It was now about a hundred days 
since the Emperor had left France,.and seventy 
days since sailing from England. The com¬ 
mand V tho British ministers w^s peremptory 
that the jlfnperor should not be permlttM to 
land until his prison on shore was made secure 
for hiok Admiral Cookbusn, however, proudly 
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refosed to be the exeontioner of such barbarity. 
With uoconcealed aatufaction, he*ni^nnod tlie 
Freooh gentlemen that ho would take unon him* 
eelf the respensibility of seebg them au landed 
the next day. • , 

St. Helena is a conglomeration of roefs, ap* 
parontly hove, byTolcanio fires, from the bottom 
of the ocean. It is six thousand miles from 
Europe, and twelve hundred miles from the 
nearest point of hand on the coast of Africa. 
This gloomy rock, ten miles long and six broad, 
placed boiionth the' rays of a tropical sun, 
emerges like a castle from the wi^cs, presenting 
to the sea, tlwonghout its circuit, but au im¬ 
mense per])cndiculur wall, from six hundred to 
twelve hundred feet high. There arc but three 
narrow openings in these massive walls by which 
B ship can approach the island. These arc nil 
strongly fortified. The island at this time con¬ 
tained five hundred white inhabitants, about 
two hundred of whom were soldiers. There 
were also three hundred slaves. The climate is 
very unhcaltliy, liver complaint and dysentery 
raging fearfully. “ There is no instance,” says 
Montholun^ “of a native or a slave having 
reached the age of fifty years.” 

October IG// 1 . Late in the afternoon, the Em¬ 
peror, with some of his companions, enturnd a 
boat, and was convoyed on* shore. Before Icnv- 
Vg the ship, he sent for the captain, kindly 
took Icavtfof him, and requested him to convey 
his thanks to the ufUcers and crew. Tlic whole 
ship's company was assembled on the quarter¬ 
deck and on tho gangways to witness his de- 
parture. Tho tears of sympathy glistened in 
many eyes quite untised t« weep. It was a 
funereal scene, and tlio sacred silence of the 
hurinl reigned as the Empentr passed from the 
ship and was conveyed hy the strong arms of 
tho rowers to his tomb. 

The sun had sunk beneath the waves, and 
twilight liad faded away as the Emperor landed 
and walked through t]jc craggy street of .Iiimcs- 
town. In this miserable village, a small un- 
fombhed room bad been obtained for Engiatid's 
imperial captive. His friends put up his ir<^n 
camp-bedstead, spread upon it a mattress, and 
placed in the room a few other articles of fur¬ 
niture, which they had brought from the ship. 
Sentinels, with their bayoneted nfhskets, guarded 
the windows and the door of the prisoner. AU 
the inhabitants of Jamestown crowded around 
the house to catch a glimpse of the rian whoso 
name alone inspired adl the oembined'dcspotisms 
of Europe with terror. Napoleon was silent, 
calm, and sad. He soon dbrnufed hb attend¬ 
ants, extin^bhed his light, and threw himself 
upon hb mattress for snoh repose ai^ could thfn 
and there be found. Such was the first night 
of the Emperor Napoleon at St. Helena. 

Upon tub barren rock, about three miles from 
Jamestown, and fifteen hundred feet above tR» 
level of the sea, tbtire was a ravine, situated in 
the midst of crags and peaks of rock which almost 
encircled it. In thb wild and desolate cbasfD, 
almost destitute of verdure, aud where a fisw 


dwarfed and storm-twisted gum trees added to 
tho lonelinear of the sceus^ there waa a dilapi- 
datedlhnt. It had been originally a cow-house. 
Subsequently it had received some repairs, and 
had occasionally been used af a temporary re¬ 
treat Ifrora thOiPtilUng heat of Jamestown. Thb 
spot iiod been selected as the rcsidenco of the 
captive. It was detached from the inhabited parts 
of tho island, was most distant from those por-* 
tions of the coast accessible by Iwats, “ which,” 
says Admiral Cockburn, “ the governor considor-s 
it of importance to keep from the view of General 
Bonaparte," and an extent of level ground pre¬ 
sented itself suitable for exercise. 

October \^th. At six o'clock thb morning tho 
Emperor rode on horseback, accompanied by 
Admiral Cockburn and General Bertrand, to view 
the dismal gorge which was to be hb prison and 
his tomb. When he gor-ed upon tho awful doom 
prepared for him, lib heart was smitten with 
^istnay. But in dignified silendh he struggled 
against tho anguish of his spirit The hut was 
sw dilapidated mid so small that it would reiiulro 
a month or two, at ^east, devoted to repairs, be¬ 
fore it could bo rendered in any degree habimblo 
for the Emperor and hb companions. In the 
admiral’s next communication to tho British 
government he wrote— 

“I am sorry to add that General Benap.arto, 
since h8 has landed here, lias afipearcd lc.ss re¬ 
signed to his lat% and has expressed himself 
more dissatisfied with tlic lot decreed him than 
he did beforcr This, iiowcvcr, I merely attribute 
to the first cfTccts of the gcncml sterile upposr- * 
ance of this island around where ho now resides, 
and the little prospect it yields himself and fol¬ 
lowers of meeting with any of those aAnsomonta 
to which they have been accustomed.” 

At the same time, the admiral wrot^ that the 
force of men and ships which lie hud with him 
was not snillcient to hold the captive in security. 
11c luked for two^ore vcs.sels of Itar. 

As Napoleon, in great dejection, was returning 
from Longwood, extremely roliictaiit again to 
occupy hb narrow" room in Jamestown, 8Ujj> 
rounded by sentinels and tlie curionqjlTO'frd, ho 
observed a little secluded farm-house, at a place 
called “The Briers,’’ and inquired if he could 
not take refuge there until Longwood shoald bo 
prepared for las residence. A very worthy man, 
Mr. Balcombe, ipsided at this place with hb 
family. 'The house was of one storey, and cou- 
sbted of but five rooms. Mr. Balcombe, however, 
cordially offered if room to the Emperor. At 
the distance of a few yards from the dwelling 
there was a small pavilion or -Bujpmer-house, 
consisting of one rWm on the gifHmd-floor and 
two small gosuts above. Napoleon, not willing 
to incommode* the famity, selected thb for bia 
abode. The admiral consented to tBb arrange¬ 
ment ; aud here, thereforS, the Emperor fixed his 
residence fir two, months. His camp-bed waa 
put up in this loiter room. Here be ate, slept, 
redd, and dictated.Las Casas and his son crept 
into one of' tho gi^eti> Marchand, Napokou'a 
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first valet-<1o clifitnbre, occupied the other. Mr. souvenirs which he cherished. Among these was 
Bolcombo's family consisted of liira|?lf, wife, and a. miniature*^! his idolised son. The beautiful 
fourcUildren—twosoiis audtwoduughters.| One infant was^kneeling in pnyer, and underneath 
of these daughters, Elizabeth, aftc^ards'Mrs. wjrc th^ words, “ I pray the goodtOod for my 
Abell, lias sim'c rtcorded some very pleading re- father, my n^other, and my country.’’ 
minisrcnces of her cliildL-h inte];yievv*s wilti the Aa |ight approached tlie Emperor retired to 
Emperor. I his solitary audsunfurniehed room. It had two 

“The earliest idea,” says Mrs, A hell, “T had doors facing each other, one on each of two of 
•of Napoleon was that of a huge ogre or giant, its sides, and two windows, one on each of the 
with one large, flaming red eye in the midst of other sides. I'lic windows had noitber shutters 
bis forehead, and long t(>cth protruding from his nor curtains. Oue or two chairs were brought 
month, with wliich he tore to pieces and devoured into the room, and the Emperor’s iron bedstead 
nangbty little girls. I had rather grown out of, was ajdusted by his valets. Night, with nndis- 
tliis first opininii of Napoleon; hut if Ics? childish, tiirbcd silence *and profound solitude, darkened 
my terror of him was hardly (limiiushed. 'J'hathe scene. The damp night wind moaned 
name of Uonaparto was still associntod in my I through the loose and rattling casement near 
mind with over^ thing that was bad and horrible. I the Kmjicror's bed. l.as Casus, uiier attempting 
1 had heard the most atrocious crimes imputed! to ban'icado the window to protect Napoleon 
to him; mid if I had lem-ned to ennstder liim as I from the night air, climbed, with liis son, to the 
a liumaii being, 1 yet helieicd him to ho. the garret, the. diniensioiis of whieli were bnt .seven 
worst that haiK-vcr cxi.sicd. Nor was 1 siiigulaw feet square. 'I'bntwo valets wrapped themselves 
in these feelings. They were fiartieipated ia by' in tlieir cloaks, and threw themselves upon the 
many miieh older and wi.''(!r than iTiy.self; I mig^il' ground before each of the doors. An English 
say, pfii'haps, by a rnujoiity obtlie Phiglish niitioii. ordcrly-olKeer slept in ]Mr, Baicombe's house, and 
Most, of the nowspHpers of the day’ described him sonic Holdiens were phiced as sentinels around the 
as a demon. All those of his own country, who' pavilion to prevent the Empei-or from escaping, 
lived ill Englanil, were, of course, his bitter eiie.-; Such was the sllnafion of Napoleon the first 
mid^; and from these two sources we alone formed night at the Briers. 

our opinion of him. Oclolmr 1 Slh. Tlic*Empcror breakfasted, with- 

** How vividly I recollect my foelmgs of drciul, out table-cloth or plates, upon the remains oftljg 
mingled with admiration, as I now first looked procc^iiig day’s dinner. Ho immediately resumed 
upon liiin, whom I liud loiimCl to fear so much. ',the same mode of life which ho hud adopted on 
Napoleon’s po.'.Uion on horsehacl^ by udding' board tho “ Northumberland.” Every hour had 
height to his figure, supplied all that was want- ^ its appointed duty. In reading, dictation, and 
itig to make uin think liim the mo.st mujcstic coiircrs.^tion with his Fretich companions, all of 
person I luid over seen. Ho was deadly pale, whom wore pormitV’-d to see him every day, 
and I tho^jght his fcatiirc-s, though cold and iin- even tho captivity of St. Helena became for a 
moveable, and somewhat stern, were cxccodingly ; time quite endurable. The Emperor had sufficient 
beautiful. Ho seatovf himself on one of our j coiumuud over himself to appear cheerful, and 
cottage ulaiirs, and, alter scanning our apartmeut i bore all bis privations and indignities in silence. 


with his caglo glance, he complimented mamma' October 20tA. Tho Emperor invited the eon 
on the pretty situation ob tlic Briers. When 1 of Las Casas, about fourteen years of age, to 
once lie begad to speak, his *rasciiiating smile j breakfast w'ith him. The Jad displayed bo much 
luid kind niaiiiiur roniovod every vestige of the j iiitelligeiioe in reply to questions which wore 
fear with which I had iiithcrto regarded him?, proposed to him respecting his teachers and his 
His manner wus so uiiaflcctedly kind and amiable, studios, that Napoleon, turning to Las Casas, 
tlmt, ui u few days, I felt at ease in his society, Bifld— 

and luok^ upon him more as n companiou of ” What a rising generation I leave behind me. 
my own iige than as the mighty warrior at This is all my work. The merits of the French 
whoso name the world grew pale. youth will ho a* sufficient revenge to me. On 

" I never met with any one who boro childish beholding the work, nil must render justice to 
liborticB so well as Napoleon.^ lie Bccmcd to tho workman; and tho perverted judgment or 
enter into every sort of mirth on fun with the bad fliilli^of declaimcrs must-fall before ray 
glee of a child, and, though I have often tried deeds. If 1 had thought only of mysolf and 
liiB patience severely, I never know him lose his cuntinumg iny own power, as has been con- 
tomper, or fall back upon his rank or age, to tinnally asserte^, I should have endeavoured to 
sliiuld himself frem tlio consequences of his own j hide learning under a biubel; instead of which, 
familiiirity his indnlgcmic to me. I looked I devoted myself to the propagation of lAiowIedge. 
upon him, indeed, when with hiin. almost as a And yet tho youth of Franco have not enjoyed 
brother, or cotniianion of my owiF age, and all all the bene*fits which 1 intended that they 
the ciiution»l received, and my own resolutions sliould. My university, according to the plan 
to treat him with niorS respect and formality, I kad conceived, was a masterpiece in its com- 
were put to flight the moment 1 ^mo within binatioas. and would have <been such in its 
tuftuence of his iircli smile Hnd*laugh. national results.” 

The Emperor seemed to e|^oy very much tho October 24tA. All the friends of the Emperor 
society of these chiidroQ. Ho wowed them the were assembled around him, and were finding • 
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melancholy solace in narrating each other 
their privations and sufTerings.” 

Las Casti^thus describes their situatifn:— 
“The Emperor Napoleon, who Wt lately pos- 


to Europe, called upon the Emperor. In glow¬ 
ing nhd rapid'nttorance Ntlpoleou reiterated hts 
prot»t ngt\|nst tho crncl treatment to whiclt ho 
was subjected, requesting him to communicate 


power, and Q\<posei of so i his rQmou|trance to the Briti/li ministers. Los 
mpics a wretched Imvel, a | Cosal immediiitcly made a memorandum of his 


Bcssed snch boundless 

many crowns, now occupies a Mj^t^hed h^ovel, a \ Casa! immediiitcly 

few feet square, pitrched npon a rock, unprovided | remarks, as nearly os he could catch the words, 
with furniture, and without cither shutters or i and placed it in the hands of tlic officer, who 
curtains to the windows. This place must serve "promised punctually to fuilll liis mission. The 
him for bed-cliambcr, dressing-room, dining-' momornndum was as follows;— 
room, study, and sitting-room, and he is obliged 1 
to go out when it is iiKoessarv to have this one ^ 

apartment cleaned. Ilis meals, Consisting of a 1 vessel, to receive some account of hia wife 
few wretclied Ashes, are brought to him Irom a i !*“^^***'.’ to bo informed whetlior the latter 


distance, as if he were a criminal in a dungeon, 
lie is absolutely in want of the necessaries of 
life. The bread and wine arc not such as we 
have been accustomed to, and arc so had tliat, 
we loathe to touch them. Water, coffee, butter, 
oil, and otlier articles arc cither not to be pro 
cured or arc scacely lit for use. 
is so necessary to tho Emperor's health, is not 
to be had; and he is deprived of exercise on 
horseback. 

“ His frUnds and servants are two miles distant 
from him, and arc not siiil'srcd to ap[)roiicli his 
person without being accompanied by a soldier. 
They arc compelled to piiss^the night at a guard¬ 
house if tliey return beyond n certain hour, or if 
rftiy misti^o occur in the pass-word, whicli hap¬ 
pens almost daily. Tims, on the summit of tliis 
frightful rock, we are ctiually exposed to tho*| 
severity of man and the rigour of Niitnre," 

As each one told his talc of gricvn«cG.s, the 
Emperor, ulio thus far Inid borne liis wrongs witii 
an nucomplainiiig and sercfic spirit, was roused. 
With warmth he exi:l.aimpd. 

For what infamous treatment are we reserved? 
Tliis is tho anguish of death 1 To injustice and 
violence, they now add insult and proiriicted tor¬ 
ment. If I were so hateful to them, why did 
they not get rid of mo ? A few musket halls in 
my heart or head woftld have done the business, 
and.thore would, at least, have been some energy 
in the crime. Were it not for you, and, above 
all, for your wives, I would receive from tham 
nothbg but the pay of » private soldier. IIow 
can the monarchs of Europe permit the sacred 
character of sovereignty to be, violated in my 
person ? Do they not sec that they are, with 
their own hands, working their own destruction 
at St. Helena ? I entered their capi tills victorious, 
and, had I cherished such seutiment%#hat would 
have become of them? Hiey styled me their 
brother; and I had become so by the choice of 
the people, tho sanction of victoi^, tho character 
of religion, and the oHiauce of their policy and 
their blood. Do they imagine that the g^d 
sense of nations is blind to their conduct ? And 
what do they expect from it? At all events, 
make your complaints, gentlemen. Let iniyg- 
nant Europe bea£ them. Complaints from me 
would be beneath my dignity and char^iter. I 
must command or be silent." , 

The next monung, the captain of one of the 
vesada of the squamron, who was about to return 


is still living. He takes tliis opjmrninily of re¬ 
peating, and conveying to the British govern¬ 
ment, the protestations which he Inis already 
made against the extraordinary measures adopted 
towards him. 

“ 1. The government has declared him a pri- 
"AVnH," TO{.!V.h l^oner of war. Tlie Emperor is ■»ot a prisoner of 
' ' "war. Ilis letter to the Prince Uegent, which ho 

i;;r<)te and communicated to (Isptatn Maitland, 
Ijel'orc he went ondioard the Mk'llerophon,'suf- 
ficioiitly provc.s to the wlioio world tlie resoh^tions 
and the sentinieats of confidence which induced 
liiiii freely to ]i1iicc himself under the liritish flag. 
TJie Emperor might, had he pleased,have agreed 
to quit France only on stipnliitei} eonditions with 
regard to liiinscli; but lie di.siluincd to mingle 
personal considiTiitioiis with tlie ,great interests 
witli wliicli his ,#.ind was cnnstaiitly occupied. 
He might hajc placeil liimself at the disposal of 
tho Emperor Alexander, who had been his friend, 
or of the Emperor I'rancis, who was his fathcN 
in-law. Rut, contiiling in the justice of tho Eng¬ 
lish nation, ho desired no other protection thiui 
its laws atfordeil, and, rciionncing pufihc HiTairs, 
he sought no otlicr country than that which was 
governed by fixed laws, inilepcndentjof private 
will. 

“ 2. Had the Enjiieror really been a prisoner 
of war, the riglits which eiviliz#! governments 
1 possess over such a })risoncr are limited bpr tho 
paw of nation.s, and terminate with the war itself. 

3. If the English government considered tho 
Emperor, though arldfrarily, as a prisoner, of wili', 
the rights of that government were Then limited 
by public law, or else, ns there existed no cartel 
between the two nations during the war, it might 
have adopted towards liiin the priuciples of 
savages, who |itt( their prisoners to death. This 
proceeding Wbuld have been more Immano and 
more conformable to justice than that of send¬ 
ing him to this Horriide rock. Death,'inflicted 
on board the ‘ liellerophon,' in tho Plymonth 
Roads, would have been a isfaiSHig compared 
with the treatmenwto which he HH»w subjected. 

“ Wo havg travelled over the most desolate 
countries of Europe, bftt none is to be compared 
to tins barren rock. J)'’privc<l of everything 
that can render life supportable, it is calculated 
only to revew perpetually tlm anguish of death. 
The first princijjjes of Christian morality, and 
that -great dnt^ i^taposed on man to pursue his 
fate, whatever u {pay bn, may withhold him (roia 
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teminatbg vritk bis own hand his wrctclied 
existence. The Emperor regards Ik ns his^lor^ 
to live in obedience to these principles. But if 
the British ministers should persist in iheir dourse 
of injustice and 'fiolenco towards him^ be would 
consider it a happiness if they would put hVui to 
death." | 

Dreary days lingered away at the Briers, while 
Ynnltitudcs of labourers w'cro busy in repairing 
and enlarging Longwood for the Emperor and 
his companions. All the building maleriuls had 
to bo carried on tho shoulders of the workmen up 
the steep sides of the rook. Notwithstanding the 
utmost efforts of tho admiral, tho work advanced 
very slowlj’. The Emperor, by his resignntioii 
to nis dreadful fate, his ehcerfulnc’s, and his, .it 
times, joyous companioiihhip with the children, 
won tho uffuction of all the ihileombc lainily. 

“ At the end of tho gr-spery," says Mrs, Abell, 
“was an arhou-. To this spot, which w:n f.o1 
sheltered ns to bo, cool in tho mo't sultry wcatlier, 
Napoleon w'as much attached. He would wmiijt 
times convey his papers tliesn ns early as ft»nr 
o'clock in the morning, and employ him.sclf until 
breakfast time in writing, and, when tired of his 
pen, in dictating to Las (’asas. No tmewas ever 
permitted to intrude upon him when there. From 
this prohibition I, however, was exempt, at the 
F,mpcror’8 own desire. Even when ho was in 
tho act of dictating a soiitence to Las ('asa«, he 
would answer my call, ‘ Corns' and unlock the 
garden door,’ and I ^us always admitted and 
welcomed with a smile." 

One evening, after niimitely examining a little 
travelling cabinet he had with him, ho presented 
it to La.s AJiisas, saying, “ 1 have liad it in my 
po.sscsftion a long time. I made use of it on the 
morning of the battle of Anstcrlitz, It must go 
to your m\ Emanuel. When he is thirty or 
forty years old, we shall ho no more. This will 
but enhance the value of thS gift. lie will say, 
when bo sliow-sSt, ‘ The F.mpcrf)^ Napoleon gavi! 
this to my father at St, Helena.’" ^ 

He then spoke of the singular developments 
1^0 found upon his return from Elba of the ingra¬ 
titude of ijidividiials who had formerly enjoyed 
his favour. 'Many letters from these individuals 
to tlio friends of the Bourbons were placed in liis 
hands. 

My first impulse,” said Napoleon, “ was to 
withdraw protection from thesetpersons, and to 
order their letters to be printed. A setond thought 
restrained me. We are so volatile, so iucon* 
Bistent, so easily led away, ihat, after all, I could 
not be certain*that those very people had not 
really and sj^aiglieonsly come back to my ser¬ 
vice. In thHt*6n8e, I slioulcMjave been punish¬ 
ing them at the very time when t^ey were re- 
tuniitig to their duty, i thought it bettor to 
Deem to kifow nothing of the matter, oud 1 
ordered all their letters to be burned.’’ 

October Slat. Tlie Emperor had n<gw been ftt 
the Briers a fortnight. His (riends had made 
his situation a little more roAifortable. A tent 
was spread, which prolonged hjs one apartment. 


Ilis cook lookup bis abode at tbe Briers, so that 
it was no }f)ager necessary to transport ks food, 
after it v as cooked, a mile and a jialf. Table 
linen and a service of plate were taken from the 
trunkii Stift the hours dragged heavily. Tho 
Emperor spent most of his time witliin doors 
with liis booths, nis pen, and his companions. Ho 
retired very late at night. Unless he did so, he 
awoke in tlic night, and then, to divert his mind 
from sorrowful rcllcctions, it was necessary for 
iiim to riiiu and read. 

Aiinoyjujces^ however, were strangely mul¬ 
tiplied. Almtyt every day some new rule of 
general surveillance was adopbid. The English 
authorities seemed to be tormented with an 
insane dread of tlie Emperor’s escape from a rock 
more than a thousand miles distant from any 
land, while sentinels, by day and by night, paced 
around his frail tent, and shi]i.s of war cruised 
along the shores. The grandeur of Napoleon 
was never more conspicuous thun in the vigilance 
aith which he was guarded by his foes. All 
tlie monarchies of Europe stood in dread of one 
single captive. They knew lull well that the 
hearts of the oppressed people in all h.nds would 
beat with tumultuous joy at the sound of his 
voice. Every movement of tho Emperor was 
watched. A tclegniph^signal was established, 
which reported in town over,\ tiling which occurred 
at the Briers. The French gentlemen^ould iitff 
communicate with Napoleon in his own room 
'without being accompanied by an English ser¬ 
geant. This state of things led the Emperor to 
reipicst I lOs Casas to direct a note to Admiral 
Cockbnni, remonstrating against measures so 
harassing and so usclCss. General Bertrand was 
commissioned to convey the remonstrance to tlie 
.admiral. 

But General Bertrand, approlinnsive that the 
note would but cause irritation mid provoke 
more severe treatment, ventured not to lulfil bis 
mis.sion. At last the Emperor learned, to his 
surprise, that the note ha-** not been delivered. 
He was much displeased, and said to the grand- 
marshal, Your not delivering the note, if you 
weye di.ssatisiied with its teuour, or if you re¬ 
garded it us dictated by an impulse of anger, 
was a proof of your devotion to my interests. 
But this should gnly have been a delay of some 
hours. After this delay yon ought to have 
spoken to me on the subject. You well know 
tliat I sliould have listened to you with attention, 
and sliouih jiave agreed with your opinions,.if 
you had proved to*mo that you were in the 
right. But to delay a fortnight, without telling 
me that you haii not executed the mission with 
which 1 charged you, is inexplicable. What 
hafe you to Veply ?’’ 

The grand-marshal only answered that he 
thought that he had done well in not delivering 
th^iiote, which he disliked both as to its inteu- 
titm mid expression. 

“ Perhaps you are right, Bertrand,” said Napo- 
Icoq. And then, after a few moments of pro¬ 
found thought, he added, “ Yes, Bertrand, you 
are right. Let my friends here compliuo. Bat 
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my dignity nnd my cbaracter require of me 
silence.” » 

General Rfsrtrand tlion, in liis ovm name, 
addressed a letter Admiral Cockl>urn, reca¬ 
pitulating tlieir grievances. In conclusiop, he 
edd— ^ , 

“ It is greatly to be desired that the autho¬ 
rities would so conduct themselves towards the 
Emperor as to banish from his mind all recol¬ 
lection of tlie painful position in which he is 
placed. I do not hesitate to say that it is such 
as barbarians even would be touched by, and 
have consideration for. It caunottbo feared that 
any escape can be effected from this rock, almost 
everywhere inanccssible. Why can they not, if 
it be deemed necessary, increase the guard on 
the const, and allow us to ramble over the island 
without restraint? It were also mucli to be 
wished that we might be lodged near tlio Em¬ 
peror, to bear'him company.” 

The admiral condescended to degrade himself 
by heaping insults upon misfortune and hcljiless- 
ness. lie returned an answer containing titc 
following c^fiircssions:— 

•'St. Ilelonn Roads, Nov. G, 18I.J. 

“ ^r,—1 have the lionoar to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of .yesterday's date, by 
which you oblige me oflicially to explain to you 
that I havp no cognizance of any emperor being 
actually upon this island, or of any persoh pos¬ 
sessing sucli dignity having come hither with 
me in tlie ‘ Northumberland.* 1 do myself also 
the honour of stating to yon, in reply to a part 
of your note, lliat it is incoinjiatiblo with my 
instructions to permit of your passing beyond 
the established lino of sentries without your 
being accompanied by an J:)nglisli ofllccr.” 

It was surely insult enough for tlie English to 
Tcfuso to address Napoleon by his imperial title, 
thus stigmatizing him as a usurper; but to 
insist that the Emp^'or's personal friends and 
subjects, who for many years had recognised 
him as the most powerful sovereign in Clu'Isten- 
dom, should insult him in a similar way, opd 
thus condemn themselves as the accomplices of 
a usurper, was a refinement of barbarity scarcely 
to be expected from a civilized man. It is im¬ 
possible to refute the argnment3*u8ed by tbe Em¬ 
peror in defence of tbe imperial title, lie Lad 
been constituted Emperor of France by a solemn 
act of coronation,* and with tbe ent^bJiastlc ap¬ 
proval of the French people.* It was as puerile in 
tbe English ministry to attempt to ignore this 
title as it would be to speak of Gtneral Augustus 
Ca:sar or Colmtl Charlemagne. The world has 
crushad tbe ignoble attempt in scon. Who How 
thinks of calling tbe Emperor Napoleon General 
SoTuipartef And yet Sir George Cockburn 
carried this childish aSectation so far as to pre¬ 
tend, in his official papers to the, English ild- 
nistry, to doubt Vho could be meant* l^y the 
Emperor at St. Helena. He wrote to Earl 
Bathurst— * 

** 1 beg permission to remark to your brd- 


ship, i^n this carious note, that, although the 
teuou/of it p^vented my entering at all into the 
merit;, of Bertrand's statement, yet General 
Bona^rte, ij' by the term * Emperor' he meant to 
dmiynfCe (lift person, inliabits lira present tempo¬ 
rary residence wholly and solely in complianco 
with ys own urgent and pointed request. I 
will only detain your lordship, however, while I. 
add, that since my arrival in this island, 1 have 
not ceased in my endeavours to render Hum 
people as comfortable ns tlieir situations aucl the 
existing circumstiuices would admit ol.*''''' 

Captain Poppicton, os a spy and a guard, 
was placed ui constant attendance upon the Em¬ 
peror. Ills instructions contained the following 
directions;— 

“ Tbe officer ebarg'^FWith this duty is not to 
absent himself from tlie premises where General 
J?onaparte may 1m staying more tiion two hours 
.at a time. Hu is to endeavour ib prevent the 
slaves upon tho isliiud from .approaching General 
l..'bnap.art(*, so us to roncicr their being talked to 
by liim likely. W'Jlcncvo.r tlio general rides or 
walks bey ond the boundaries where the senftrioa 
I are piaoed, lie is to be invarialily attended bv 
I the officer. Siiould tiic general, during such 
ride.s or walks, approach the coast, the r fliuor is 
requested to turn liim in some otiicr direction. 
Hu is likewise to be particular in informing tbe 
admiral wlicncvflr lie observes an^extraordinary 
movements among any of. the I'rencbmcn, and 
is also to kcey a dragoon in nttendanec, ready 
to send otf at a moment's warning. Ho is to 
take care that tbe general and all Ins attendants, 
after they are established at Longwood, are 
within tho house at nine o’clock.’* .• 

Novemlm’ 8//i. The Emperor was fatigued and 
indisposed, l.as Casus suggested a» ride on 
liorsfback. Napoleon replied— 

“ I can never reconcile myself to the idea ol 
having an Engliirti officer cotistiitflly at my side. 
1 decidedly renounce riding on such conditions, 
^everything in life must bo reduced to calcula¬ 
tion. If tlio vexation arising from tlie sight of 
my gaoler bo greater tliun tiie advantage 1 cifl 


•'s That Xapolcon wa.s cnnteiiillng fur iiii iniportunt 
piincijile, and Hint he was rot iiiMiiencicl hy puerile 
vanity, in churning the tiileoi i:iii)i(‘i„r, is proved be¬ 
yond till controversy by his reailiiicriS ti, assuinu an 
tneognilo, and tu^ the nuniu of (i ■iicral iJuroc or 
Colonel Meiulou. *>ut to this tho fiiiialinh nnnihtry 
would not coiLsent. Mvcii the editor of Sir .Hudson 
Lowe's narratitr proiiuunrcs tho course of the English 
ministry upon tldsSubjcct Utterly nidustitiable. iitt 
.“says— 

'■It is, I think, (lifllciiit to refut e Hie a rioimonts used 
by Napoleon in favour of his naflWpyic styled Em- 
IHsror. We, Indceil, MW not recoaniSfembat title; but 
he was not tho less Emperor of France. But there 
would have belli no dillleulty in colling him ex-Kniiwror, 
which would snfflcleiitly lAvo expressud the history of 
the past and the fact of tlic iirescnt. Cfr tlie Eiigliati 
ministry might have proiritaly acceded to his own ex¬ 
pressed wish to assume an tneognilo, and take tlie name 
of Baron Dmoc or*Colonet Meudun, which be himself 
mdratlton once prouesed; but Lord Batlmrst, as It will 
be scon, threw colds water on the suggestion when 
it was communicated to him by Sir Iludwn Lowe.'’-a> 
Joamal of Sir tludaon Lowe, vol. I., p. 47. 
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derive from riding, it is, of conree, tuivisible to , 
renounce the recreiftion aitogothef.” ^ i 
Novemba- [}th. Las Casas alanntd nt ^e dc- 
jection of the liH^peror, and his decliuiag’hoBllU : 
from want of exorcise, inqu^tid, witlji evoty ex- i 
pression of respect and politeness, ot the ofllcer | 
appointed as guard, if it were necessary fpr him i 
diterally to obey his iristi'uctlons should tli j F.m-' 
peror merely take a ride round the house, nd- ' 
verting to the repugnance the Kmperor must 
feel in being every moment reminded that he | 
was a prisoner. j 

The sym])atbics of the ollifer were moved, ] 
"nd ho generously replied— 

My instructions are to follow fibncrnl Bona¬ 
parte ; hut I will tako upon myself tho respon- 
sibilitv of not riding in tho grounds around tho 
house;' 

Las Casas eagerly communicated the conver¬ 
sation to the Kmperor. He rejdiod— 

It is not coulormabie with my sense of dut^ 
to enjoy an advantage ndiieh may be the means | 
of compromising an ollicer.”^ ' 

The Kmperor judged with his accustomed 
wisdom as well as magnanimity; for soon the 
ofiiccr came liastening to Las Cnsos with tho 
declaration that Admirnl Cucklmrn had posi¬ 
tively prohibited him from granting tho captive 
such an indulgence. As this was mentioned to 
the Kmperor, he did not appear at nil sr.rpriscd, 
but quietly remarked that lli« horses miglit as 
well be returned, os they should have no use 
for them. Las Casas, exaspertrted by such; 
cruelty on the part of the admiral, said, with' 
much warmth— j 

“ I will go imtncdiately, and order them to i 
be rotunl.td to the admiral.’' 

“ No,” said the Ktiipemr calmly, “ you are 
now out of temper. It run ly happens that niiy- 
tliing is done well under such circumstances. It 
is always best to let tho night pass over after 
the offence of |lio day.” ; 

AomwJci' lO/f*. Tho Emperor, with I.as Casas.' 
took quite a long wslk. Uctnniiiig, he met 
Mrs. lialcombo and Mr'*. Stuart, a ludy who; 
eras on her voyage to England from Bombay, j 
While contijrsiwg with them, some slaves, with I 
heavy burdens on their shoulders, came toiling' 
up the narrow patli. Mrs. Eaicombe, in rather 
an angry tone, ordered them to keep back. 
But tho Emperor, making room for the slaves, 
turned to Mrs. Balcombc, .*ind*ai(| mildly— 

“ llsspect the burden, muduro I' 
hlrs. Stuart, who liad bc^n taught to re¬ 
gard Napoleon as a monster, was inexpressibly 
amazed by this touching incident. In a low 
tone of Toiij^^^e exclalraeJ^to her friend— 

“ Wliat a countenance, ana what a character ? 
How diflerent from what 1 hoeb been led to 
expect I" * 

JVovember IM. Tho, life at tho Briers was 
very regular. Every <lay tho Emperor dictated 
to i-as Casus. Between thretf and four o'clock 
ho descended to the gerden^ and, walking up 
and down, dictated again to one of the gentle¬ 
men who came from town for .that puipose. At 
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hall-past five he left tho garden, and continned 
his wulk/in tho path which pas°ed through the 
lawn in^t’rontof Mr. Bitlcombo's ho«se. In con- 
vbrsation v^ith friends, ho enjoyed the social 
prout nade until dinner was announced. 

After dirmcr#he returned to the garden, when 
he had lils coli'eo brought to him. He occa¬ 
sionally made a friendly call upon Mr. Bal- 
enmbe's family, to whom ho became much at¬ 
tached. Ho tiien rontinued his walk and con¬ 
versation in the garden. When the evenings 
were serene and illumined by the moon, these 
conversations tvcrc continued until late in tho 
night. 

“ The Emperor,” says Lus Casas, “ a-as never 
more talkative, nor seemed more perfectly to 
forget his cures, than during these moonlight 
widks. In the familiarity of the conversations 
which I thus enjoyed with him, he took plea¬ 
sure in relating anecdotes of his boyhood, in 
describing tho sentiments and illusions which 
diffused n charm over the early years of hia 
youth, and In detailing the circnrnstunces of his 
private life, sinco ho stayed so distinguished a 
part on tho great thcHtrn of the worfd.” 

“I had i'.*-ended," =:iifl tlic Emperor one 
evening, “in order to aecuio the suitnJilc educa¬ 
tion of the King of Unriic, tho estubiishment of 
tho ‘ Institute ol Muudon.' There I proposed to 
assemble tho princes of the impnrial house, pw- 
ticulatly tho sons of those briiiiclic«of the family 
who Imd been raised to foreign thrones. In this 
institution I intended that tho pr'nccs should r«- 
coivo tbfc attentions of pr'vnte tuitior. cointuned 
with tho ailvanlagesof public cducanon. These 
children, who vrcrc aestinvd t( ocrujiy different 
thrones and to govern different nations, would 
tints have acquired conformity of principles, 
manners, and ideas. The better to facilitate 
tlio amalgamation and uniformity of tho federa¬ 
tive parts of the empire, cadi prince was to 
bring with him from his own country ten or 
twelve youths of about hF, own ngf, the sons of 
the first families in tho state. What an influenco 
would they not have exercised on their return 
hesne I X doubted not but that the princes of 
otiicr dynasties, unconnected with my family, 
would soon Imvo solicited, as a great favour, per¬ 
mission to place their sons in the lustitutobf 
Moudon. What advantages would thence bava 
ai'isen to the nations composing the Eniopean 
.association t All these young princes would 
have been brought together early enough to bo 
united in the tender and powerful bonds of 
yonthful friondsbip; and they would, at the 
same time, ha^'b been separated early enough to 
obviate the fatal effects of rising passions, the 
ardour of pdrtiality, the ambition of success, tho 
jealousy of love.’’ 

A'ovember 14(/i. “The coffee,” writes Las 
Ctsas, “ that was served at our breakfast this 
ihoming was better than usu(l. It might even 
have been called good. The Emperor expressed 
himself pleased with it. Some moments after, 
he observed, placing his hand on his stomach, 
that he felt the benefit of it. It would be diffi- 
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colt to express what were my feelingts on b^ar* {for oi^U or n^po honrs siiccessirely, and after* 
ing this simple remark. The KinperoiMy tliif;,! wards rise wAli his ideas ifs clear as when ho 
contrary to t/is enstom, npprecintiug so mvial an | sat down, tl hav? seen him, at St. llclona, 
enjoyment, unconst iously proved to lie the cihict j peruse! books for ton or twel^ honrs in suc- 
of all the privations be had suflered, hut of f hich ecssiod, op« tbo most abstruse suiijcets, without 
be never complained.’' * • appearing in tbh least fatigued, lie iias suiTered, 

November 16//<. The Emperor conversed with iinmo''cd, the greatest siiucks that ever man ex- 
*much freedom respecting the individuals cun- pcrieimed. But these prodigious exertions are 
nocted with him in the great events of his made only, ns it were, in despite of his idiybical' 
career. This induced Las Casas to make the powers, which never appear less susceptible than 
following record!— when his mind is 19 full activity. 

“ Ho invariably speaks with ’perfect coolness, “ The Emperor eats generally very little. He 
without passion, without prejudics, and without often says that n man msy liurt himself by eating 
resentment, of the events and the persons con- too mueh, but never by eating too little. Hevjiy, 
nected with bis life. Ho speaks of his past remain four-and-twenty hours without carfiig, 
history as if it liocl occurred three centuries ago. only to got an appetite for the ensuing day. 
In his recitals and his observations be speaks But, if be cats little, h^ drihlts ittll less. A 
the language of pabt ages. lie is like a spirit' single glass of wj] 9 ;.. 4 er 1 »miclent to restore his 
conversing in tbo Elysian Fields. His eonwr- j strength and to produce cheerfulness of spirits, 
nations are true dialogues of the dead. lie He sleeps very little, and very irregularly, gene- 
speaks of himself as of a third person, noticingf rally rising at daybreak to read or write, and 
the Empcrt'r's actions, pointing out the faults a^erwards lying down to sleep again, 
with which history may ri'proach him, and : “ The Emperor ^jas no faith in medicine, and 

analyzing the rciiaons au \ motives which might' never takes any. He had adopted a peculiar 
be alleged m his jnsti''( 'it>(ui. Imode of treatment for himself. Wbenovol’he 

“In viewing the conn ica’cd cir'-umstances of j found himself unwell, his plan was to run Into 
his fall, he looks upon tliiiigs so tniioh in a mass, { an extreme the opposite of wiiat liap]icnod to bo 
and from so high a point, that individuals esrape his habit at the time. This he culls restoring 
hjs notice, lie never evinces the least symptom the equilibrium of Nature. If, for instance, ho 
of violenSL* towards those of whom it might bo had bet%i inactive for a length of time, he would 
supposed ho h.'i'i tlic greatest rcaoon to complain. | suddenly ride ahqjit sixty miles, or hunt for a 
His .struigest murk of ri'probation, and I have*‘ whole day. If, on the contrary, bo had been 
had frequent ©.eutions to notice it, is to preserve ; harassed by ’great fntiguoB, he would resign 
silence witii ?-c<!pcct ro them whencvci*they are 1 liimself to a state of absolute rest for twenty- 
mentioned in his presence.’^ | four boors. He said Nature had endowed him 

Norember- V.Hh. All the French party were 1 with two important advantages—the one was, 
invited to dine with the Emperor. Ho ap-jtho power of sleeping whenever he needed 
peured in cheerful bp-rits, and after dinner 8 .aid, j repose, at any hour and iii any place; the other 
“ Gentlemen, will ymi have a comedy, an opera, I was, that he was incapable of committing any 
or a tragedy?” They decided in favour of a;iujurious excess either in eating 0 /drinking, 
comedy. The Emperor then took Molitre's ‘If,’ said lie,‘Igolhe least beyond my mark, 

“ Avare," and read to them for some time, ray stomach insiautly revolts.’ ” , 

After the party had* withdrawn, the Emperor Conversing ouo day with Mr. Bulcombe, tho 
retired to the garden for a solitary walk. lEmpemr remarked— 

November 2oifi. Tho Emperor had been for “ I have no faith in medicines. My remedies 
several days quite unwell, and, worn down*by are fasting and the warm-bnth. At the satge 
the dreadful monotony of his imprisonment, np- time, I have a higher opinion of tlj^ medical, or 
peered quite dejected. Las Casas found him rather the surgical, profesdoii than of any otiior. 
this morning seated npon a vofa, snrroimded The practice of the law is too severe an ordeal 
by a pile of books which he had been listlessly for poor human nature. The man who habitnates 
reading. himself to the distortion of truth, and to exul- 

“ Contrary to .the general opinior 4 F says Las tation at tl)p Access of injustice, will, at last, 
Casas, “the Emperor is S»r from*po.ssessing a hardly know right from wrong. So with politics, 
strong constitution. He is constantly labouring a man must liavi^n conventional conscience. Tho 
imdec the effecU of cold. His body is subject ecclesiastics become hypocrites, since too much 
to the inilnence of tho slightest*accident 8 . The is expected of them.' As to soldiers, they are 
ameli of paint is sufficient to make hin^ill. cuMliToats and rpUxnrs. mission of 

Certain dishes, or the slightest ^amp, imme- surgeons is to bdnefit mankin^not to destroy 
diately takes a severe effect upon him. His them or to *«flame them against each other.” 
body is far from being a body of iron. All his November 'Mth. Sik weeks bad now passed 
strength is in bis minm e away, during which thp Emperor Uhd been abont 

“His prodigims exertions abroad, .and nis os closely Imprisoned at tbe Briers as when on 
incessant labours at home, are known to every board th( ship.* The workmen were busy re- 
one. No sovereign ever underwent so nuch paimg Longwo^d. The English soldiers were 
bodily &tigae. I have known the Emperor to racainped at tbe Briers. There was a poor 
be engaged in bnsmess, in the Council of State, negro slave working in Mr. Balcombe’s ganlent 
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ia whoso history and wcifaro the Empcior he- 
«ame deeply inteeestod. He Vas a 'Malay 
Indian, of prepossessing oppcAran(c. He had 
been stolen from his native land by the drew of 
an English ve'sbl. The Emperor’s 8ym|iathics 
were deeply moved by the okl man’s story, 
which bore every mark of truth. Poor Toby 
became very much uttaclicd tn the En|peror, 
who often called at his little hut to talk with 
him. They were fcllow-eaptivca. Toby always 
called the Empenrf the “ Good Gontlomun." 

“ Poor Toby,” said the Emperor one day, 
'‘has been torn from his family, from his native 
land, and sold to slavery. Could anything bo 
Tflbse miserable to himself or inor« criminal in 
others I If ^his crime bo the act of the English 
captain alone, is doubtless oue of the vii sst 
of men; but if it of the wiiolo crew, it 

may have been committed by men jicrhaps not 
80 base as might be imagined. Vico is iilwn}| 
individual, scafcely ever collective. , 

“ Wlint, after all, is this poor human machine? 

J lad Toby been a Brutus, be wouM have. pHt 
liinv'clf to death; if an yE'Jbp, he would tiow, 
perhaps, have been tlio governor’s advi-scr; if 
an ardunt and zealous Christian, he would hate 
borne his elinins in the sight of God, and blessed 
them. As for poor Toby, he endures his mis¬ 
fortunes very quietly. He stoops to his work, 
and .spends his days in iunocent tranquiVity.” 

For a moment the Emj^)cror remained in 
silence, calmly contemplating Iho linmblo slave, 
and then said, as he turned and svr^lked away. 
Certainly there is a wide step from poor 
Toby to a King Richard; and yet ttic crime is 
not the loss atrocious, for this man, ufter all, 
had his ^otniiy, his linppincs‘<, and hfs liberty. 
It was ii horrible act of cruelty to bring him 
here to languish in the fetters of slavery.” 

Tlicn tsrning to Las Casas and looking mildly 
upon him, he said, 

“ But 1 rend in your cyfils that you think ho 
is not the only Bxnmple of the sort at St. Helena. 
My dear Las Casas, there is not the least resemn 
blance lierc. If the outrage is <d‘ a luglicr clas-s, 
the victims also present very diJl'ereiit resources. 
Wo have not been csj)o.sed to (•orpr)rcal .suil'er- 
ings; or, ifTlmt had been attempted, we have 
.souls to disappoint our tyrants. C>nr situation 
may oven have its charms. The eyes of the 
univorsc arc fixed upon us. We are martjrs in 
:in immortal cause. Millions of human beings 
are weeping for us. Our eouii»r3r sighs, and 
glory mourus our fate. The p|aycrs of nations 
are for us. 

“ Besides, if I considered only myself, perhaps 
I should hav^.u.M^^o Mislortunes are 

not without ineri heroism ani>>their glory. Ad¬ 
versity was wanting to my career, ^llad I died 
on the throne, enveloped m the dense atmosphere 
of power, 1 should, to raduy, havo remained a 
problem. Now, misfortune will enable all to 
judge me without disguise." • • 

The Emperor subsequently made efforts to 
purchase the freedom of Tol^ and to restore 
him to his native country, ^e commissioned 


Dr/ O'Mearp. to arrange tlie affair with Sir 
Uudson^owc, who was tlien in command. In 
reply ti> these overtures, Dr. O'Meara records 
Sir lludsoii^ Lowe to have said, “You know not 
the i\ iportance of what jon ask. General Bona¬ 
parte wising topbtain the gratitude of the negroes 
in the island. He wislies to do the same as in 
St. Domingo. I would not do what you ask fo» 
anything in the world." 

Napoleon was disappointed and surprised at 
this refusal, and the poor sLavo was necessarily 
left to die in houdage. 


CHAPTER LXXI. 

FingT YEAR AT LONGWOOD. 

Romovttl to lionitwot)!!— TIib dilapidateil hut—Tlie Em- 
Vororn household — Annoyaiieos—Libels upon tlio 
Ivm|ieri>r— 'Die iiuiv i oar—ICiitliuiiiitsiii of the Liiglish 
sdilois—Serenity of tho Emperor—'Dio Einperor'a 
eoniiiiriits upnii his career—Arrival ni Sir IluiUnn 
Lowe—ills atrocities—liicrcnsiiig wrcteliudiicss of tlie 
Liiiprror. • 

Os the 10th of Deoemher the Emporor was 
removed to Lungwuod. With a serene spirit he 
rude on horseback along tho rugged path of 
biirrcii volcanic rocks n distance of about two 
miles, until he arrived at his new prioou-Lonse. 
Here 'he found, iii the midst of bleak, storm- 
wa.shed crags, a long, low, one-storey house, 
rudely put together, but far too small for the 
uccomrii.,dution of the few yet devoted friends 
who had come to share his captivity. The Em¬ 
peror exivniiucd liis p'fison with serenity, seeming 
to think more of tho comfort of his companions 
than of his own. About a mile from Longwood, 
on tho road to tho Briers, there was a small hovel 
called Huts Gate, which General Bertrand, with 
his wife and son, was permitted to occupy. 
General Gourgaud and Count Las Casas eagerly 
solicited permission to slcc^> in tents rather than 
ro.muin in Jamestown apart from the Emperor. 
Napoleon was much atl’ceted by this jiroof of 
attaclimeut. A tent, under tho windows of tho 
ICmpcror, was pitched fur General Gourgaud, and 
a mom was hastily iircparcd for Las Casas. Dr. 
0 Meara, the English physician of the Emperor, 
was also under the necessity of dwelling in a tent. 
In process of time a room was prepared for each 
of these gentlemen. For the subsistence of tho 
imperial captive and |iis exiled court tfte English 
govcnimciit appropriated 1100,000 francs a-year. 
The French captives resolutely persisted in treat* 
iiig tho Empervr with all that deference and 
resjiect which were duo to his illustrious cha> 
racier and hh> past achievements. 

The household now consisted of the Emperor. 
General Bertrand, wife, and three children, Count 
Moittholon, wife, and two children, Count Los 
Cifsas and son, General Goqrgaud, and Dr. 
0 Meats' There were also four servants of the 
chayiber, three grooms, and four servants of the 
table. These bad all followed the Emperor to 
his dreary prison from their love for his person. 
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Dr. O'Meara waa an Irish geniletn|{i, and Vas 
the snrgeon on board the ** Bdlerophon.’L As the 
Emperor's snrgeon, in consequence of ilniliealth. 
could not go to St. Helena, Dr. O'^feara hat] 
eagerly offered bis services. A more dreary life 
can hardly be imagined than thn*^of |hcse cap¬ 
tives upon a bleak and barren plain, eighteen 
,huDdroa feet above the level of Llie sea, inces¬ 
santly swept by ocean gales, where they were 
most of the time buried in clouds and fogs. A 
few miserable gum-trees, struggling for life iti 
the midst of the blackened rocks, pained rather 
than cheered thp eye. ,, 

The victims were every dav harassed by tlio 
most senseless annoyances. Their walks were 
lined by sentinels with loaded muskets. Tlicy 
were not permitted to be out affer a certain hour. 
They wore forbidden to convcrac with the itiha- 
hitunts of the island. They were not allowed 
to approach the sea -shore. Sentinels were placed 
under the Emperor’s windows. Pass-words uiid 
orders were multiplied and incessantly changed. 
These annoyances were bitterly complained of 
by the companions of the Emperor. liut the 
silent grutuLur with which Napoleon oncoun- 
tered every wrong and every insult forms one 
of the most brilliant pages of his history. His 
imperial character is nowhere more conspicuous 
than iu his life at St. Helena. To each individual 
we'ft assig^d appropriate duties, and every hour 
bad its alioued employmcnls. Each day was like 
all the rest. The gloom of the prison was con¬ 
tinually invaded by impertinence and insults, to 
which the Emperor could only oppose tl’S silent 
dignity of his renown. Ills devoted friends, how¬ 
ever, surrounded his hiimblb abode witli the 
respectful etiquette of royalty, and thus often 
shielded him from cruel indignities. 

On one occa-sion, on Englishman, who had 
ihiquentiy called, and had become exceedingly 
attached to the Emperor, confessed to him, with 
humility of heart, and, as it were, by way of 
expiation, that he had formerly believed all the 
horrible stories which had been related of him. 

And how," said he, “ could I help crediting 
them ? Our English publications were iilled witk 
these statements.' They were in every mouth. 
Not a single voice was raised to contradict 
them.” , , 

Napoleon smiled with perfect good-nature, and 
said, “Yes; it is to your ministers that 1 am 
indebted for tlicse favours. They ii^ndated 
Europe with pamphlets and libels against me. 
I was repeatedly urged to (Tdopt measures for 
counteracting tliis nnderhund work, but I always 
declined it. What advantage fiiould.I have 
gmned by such a defence ? It would have been 
said that I bad paid for it, and that tvould onlf 
have discredited me more. Another victory, 
another monument—these, I said, are the best, 
the only answers I can make. Falsehood possq^ 
away, truth remains. The sensible portmn oi® 
the present age, and posterity in particular.*will 
form their judgment only from facts. Alrea4y 
the cloud is breaking. The light is piercing 
through, and my character grows clearer every 


day. |t will soon become the fashion in Europe 
to do me jiutisM. '' 

“Those w)>o have succeeded me possc&s the 
archivij of my administration aqd the records of 
my tribunals. They hold in their pay and at 
their disposal those who have bccTt the executors 
and the accomplices of my atrocities and crimes. 
Yet wjiat proofs havo they brought forward ? 
What have they made known ? 

“ The first moments of fury being passed away, 
all honest and sensible men will render justice 
to my character. None but rogues or fools will 
be ray enemies. I may rest at ease. The suc- 
cessiog of events, the di>‘putes of opposing pap^, 
ties, tAeir hostile productions, will daily clear rhls 
way Jot the correct and glorious raijf'rials of my 
history. And what adviiata»’» !.as been reaped 
from the immense siu^. -wiac have been paid for 
libels against me ? Soon every trace Af them will 
bp obliterated, while my institutiu^is and inomi- 
>ncnts will recommend mo to the remotest pos¬ 
terity. It is now too late to heap abuse upon 
lut?. The venom of calumny has been exhausted." 

January l$t, IK 16. All the companions of j^ie 
I'ltnpcror assembled at ten o'clock to present him 
their kind wishes, in accordance with the custom 
of the day. Tlie Emperor received them affec¬ 
tionately, and invited them to breakfast, and 
spend the day with him. “ We are but a hand¬ 
ful," said he, “ in one comer of the world, and 
all our consolation Qiust be our regard for eacii 
dther.” 

During tlio day, Admiral Cockbnra sent to 
the Em(>emr his rowling-piecos. It was kindly 
intended, though it seemed almost like mockery, 
since there was absolutely nothing to sluvot upon 
the bleak rucks of Longwood. One or two fowl¬ 
ing-pieces belonging to the Emperor’s suite won; 
also delivered, on condition that the.y. should 
be sent every evening to the tent of the Aflic«;r 
on duty. Sucli were the petty and humiliating 
annoyances to which thcseexilos wore continimlly 
subjected. They very properly refu-sed to receive 
the guns on such terms. As there was a whoh". 
regiment of British soldiers oticaniped at Lung- 
wood, the admiral iit last consented to leave the ' 
dangerous weapons in their bunds, j 

One afternoon the Emperor was walking in 
the garden witli Las Casas. A young English 
sailor approached, with a cfiuntemince expressive 
of enthusiasm and joy, minirled with apprehen¬ 
sions of being -perceived by the guard. Gazing 
earnestly upon the Emperor, he said to iats 
Casus— ^ 

“ I shall now die content. I pray to God that 
Napoleon may be oned;^ 

Such incidents wwe not nncd&mon. The 
sailors of tlie'“ Nortliumbcrland'* all loved the 
Emperor, and consideroi* him their friend. At 
the Briers, where Nnpoleqn was not sd vigilantly 
guarded as at I/mgwood, they often hovered 
around on t^Sunduy, to got a la.st look of tlieir 
^ipmate. On another occasion, a sailor from 
one' of the ships in the harbour suddenly pre¬ 
sented himself, an^, with tears of affection and 


0 0 
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fwlTnirftlion liis eyca, saidfto Las j wWi aniiiution, “it is a year apo to-day. It 

Ca<ia8— • '* I wa.s a Jay. I was at Lyons, on iny 

“ Tell that dour man tliat I wisk lain no harm,roturii Hrom Ell»ii. I was again become a great 
Imt all })osaibl(^ happiness. Ho do of u.s.' ]lovvcr. I^iaJ ibunilfd the greatest empire iii 
Long life and licaltb to hiin." ‘ i the ^orld. M’hut a fatality that my return from 

The sailor Lad a bouquet of wifd flowers in I the isluridcof ^lilba \va.s not acquiesced in! that 
Lis hand for the limj»cror, the only token he j every one did not perceive that lay reign was 
could give esprosdise of his kind feeiing.s.1 Tlii'sc. ‘ ili'sirablc and necessary for the balance and. 
iiicidcnts deeply moved the wiuin and generous vepo-se of Europe! Ihit kings and people both 
heart of Napoleon. With emotion In-said— f.iarcd ino. They wero wrong, and may pay 

“ Sec the cU'eet of imagination, flow power- dearly for it, 
ful is its inllucnce! llore are people who do not “ What did the kings apprehend ,> Did they 
know tnc, perhaps have ncv< r seen me: tlicy | dread niy anjhition, my conquests, my universal 
only hoard me .spoken of. nini what tie they monareliy ? I'lit my jiowers and resources were 
ndt*&el? W'httt would they not dd to strvy me.'I no longer the same. Uesidcs, I had only de- 
And the sjr ip (.•ajirico is found in all countrV'®. in ; feared and eompicred in my own defence. This 
all ages, anu If. ' qh sexes. Yes, iiniigitia«ion j is a truth which time will more fully develop 
rules the world.” every day. Euri>po never ceasr d to make war 

'Fhe grdlind? around I'engwood which the nj)on France, her prhiclj)les, and upon mo. W'e 
Emperor was allowed fo [lass ovisr without a! were counselled to de.stroy, to save ourselves 
giiiud admitt<al of but half an hour’s ride, lie! from destruction. The coalition always existed, 
was not jionnittod to traverse tlio whole of the : openly or secretly, avowed or denied. It was 
little island uulo£.s uccom|ninicd hy an English [ permanent. It only rested with the Allies to 
ollieer. Tliis avr.uigemeiitWas so repugnant to give us peace. For ourselves, wo were worn 
tbe Erapevor’.s feelings, that he could not coiiwnt i out. As to myself, i.s it supposed that I am in¬ 
to riilu thus attend)d. liis Irieiids made every; sensible to the charms of repose ami security 
ellbrt to induce the admiral to initigute this | wben honour does not require it otheriviso? 
harsh and humiliating measure, by ]<lueing sen-; *' Did they apprehend that I might overwhelm 

tinels upon heights where the Emperor eoubl be! them with anarchical principles? Bnt they 
seen through his whole ride. The adimlral, liow- j knew by experionoe my opinions on^but score, 
ever, was inflexible. Napoleon, wounded ami | 'fhey liave all seen me occupy tbclr territories, 
fladdonod, decided tliat he sbonid not pass beyond I How olton have 1 been urged to revolutionise 
his allotted limits. liis spirit wt.s oppressed by their states, give municipal functions to tbclr 
the iudignity, aud liis bealtli impaired by the' cities, ...nd excite insurrections among their sub¬ 
deprivation. j icetsV llnwover I may have been stigmatiiicd 

./oMtfcjy ITith. Las Casas borrowed of Dr. \ liy them as the modern Attila, lirdies/nerre on 
O'lMearfi “ The Secret Jli.slory of the Cabinet of horseback, they all knew better. Had 1 been so, 
Bonupiirte, by (JoUlsiuilb." Napoleon read the I might, perhaps, still have reigned, but they, 
monstrous, impudent, and obscene iibtl with snr- most certainly, would long since have been de- 
prise. 'Sometimes be laughed heartily at its throned. Inthogrcatcauseofvlrhielilsawmy- 
iully; ncoiii, ho slirngged^his shoulders, amar.fci self the chief and the arbitrator, one of two 
at its sbameh!s.s and horrid paluniny. As he i syiiiems was to bo followed—to make kiugs 
read the inltunous attack upon his mother, he j listcu to reas-on from the people, or to condact 
exclaimed— • the people to happiness by means of their 

“ Ab, madam I po.ir madam! with her lofty kings. But it is well known to be no ea.sy 
./•haraeter! If she were to rend this I Great matter to chock the people when they are 
God!” once set on. It was more rational to reckon a 

When he read the account of his own do- little upon the iutclligcnco and wisdom of tbeir 
b,*uicbcrics, he said— rulers. I had a right to suppose them possessed 

“ The author, it seems, wished to make me a of sulHcient intellect to see such obvious interests, 
hero in every respect. They are in tbe wrong, 1 was deceived. They never calculated at all, 
however, to attack mo on th< S(;orc of morals, and, imdheir blind fury, they let loose against 
.since all the world knows that I have siiignlirly lue that which I withheld whdn opposed to them, 
improved tlicm. They couli^not but know that They wDl sec. 

1 was not at all inclined by nature todcbuucljcry. “ Lastly, did tlio sovereigns take umbrage at 
The multipHcitv of my affairs would never have seeing a mere soldier attain the crown? Did 
allowed mn:;jo*6%*'mfll!v^.in it." t|icy fear the example? The solemnities, tho 

Jii.st then Dr. O’Meoi'a'tamo in. Napoleon circumstanbes wliidi accompanied my elevation, 
said to him, smiling— * ^ my eagerness to conform to their habits, to 

“ Doctor, I have jutf road ono of your fine identify myself with their existence, to become 
London prAductions agtiiust me. It is a very nUied to them by blood and by policy, closed the 
.i;w.t remark tliat it is the truth only which gives boor sjifiicicntly against neyr comers. Besides, 
oll'cncc. I have, not boon angry foiP a moment, if tlxire must neoas have been the spectacle of 
but 1 buve frequently laimliq^ at it." an uninterrupted legitimacy, I maintain that it 

.Som'> one nieiitioued the day of the month, was much more for their interests that it should 
the lltb of March. “ Well,",sud the Einpeior, have taken plaee in my person, one risea from 
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the rallies, tLan in tlisit of .a princt^ouo of llu'ir savaf'i'; that jt would Imre been more open and 
own tamily. For thousands of apes vail elapse cuerpftic to Ifave put him b! death." 
before the (Srcumstances accumuktoff in my April l]n9 Napoleon was speiikiiip of the 
use draw forth another from amoi^ the crowd terrib'-o perplexity in which ho »us placed alter 
to reproduce the same spectacle; but therms not the buttle pf Waterloo, at the time uf his iibdi* 
a sovereign who has ubt, at a fcv9 paces distaitco cation. * 

in his palace, cousins, nephews, brothers, and re- “After all, am 1 certain,” said lie, “ that the 
' latious, to whom it would be easy to follow such l-‘renc|i people will do we justice? Will ilicy 
an example, if once set not accuse mo. of having abaiidom-d them?* 

'•On the other hand, what was there to alarm History will decide. In.stead of dn*udiiig. 1 in- 
the people ? Did they fear that 1 should come voke its decree, I have ulloii asked myself 
to lay waste, and to impose chairw upon them ? whether I have dono for the J’reiich people all 
Hut I returned'tho Messiah of peace and of tlieir they lould c'xpcct of me. Will they over know 
rights. Tliis new maxim was my whole strength, all Omxt I suflered during the night Uiut prccoH .- J* 
To violate it would have been ruin. I repeat it, my/nal deeisiou ? ^ 

the people and the sovereigns were wrong. 1 IWri that night of anguish ttij^;#»J!!Heertainty I 
had restored thrones and un iuodenstvo nobility; IpA to choose butwoeu courses. The 

and thrones and nobility may tigaiii iind them- one was to ciidcav^ lih save Franco by violence, 
selves in danger. 1 had fixed aud consecrated the. other wo-s to yield to the general impulse, 
the reasonable limits of the people’ri rights. •Tint ineasuro which I pursued wij^, I think, most 
Yoguo, peremptory, and undefined claims riiny^ mlvlvublc. Friends and cnctnio.s, the good and 
jain arise. Had my return, my e-stablMimeiit the evil-disposcd, all were against me, aud I 
on the tiironc, my adoption, boon freely uc- stood alone. I siyrendcrod, and, my decision 
quiesced in by the sovereigns, the cause of kings once taken, could not bo revoked. I am no^ona 
and of the {teuplo would have been settled; botli wlio takes half mca.sures; besides,sovereignty is 
•would have gained. Now they are again to try not to he thrown off and on, liko one's clonk, 
it; hpth may lose. They might have concluded '*The other course dem.anded extraordinary 
cvciy thing; they may hr.ve every tiling to be- severity. It would have been iicce.«8ury to ar- 
gm again. They might have tccured u long raigii great criminals and to decree great punisli- 
am certain calm, and might have already begun mints. * Blood must have boon shed, and then 
to enjoy it; instead of that,ii spark now may be who can tell wli^frc wo should have stopped? 
sufficient to reproduce a universal coullagratioii.* What Hcencs of liun'or might not have been rc- 
Poor, weak humanity !'* nowed? By * pursuing this line of conduct. 

These, surely, arc profound views. *Candour should I not have drowned my memory in the 
•will admit the Emperor’s s'^icr-rity. Tlie aspect deluge of blood, crimes, and aboniinutioiis of 
of Europe now—a restless, heaving volcano— every kind, with which libeliists have already 
attests their truth. overwhuhnud me. If, alter all, I cduld have 

March \^th. General Bertrand, iu accordance saved Franco at such a price, I hud oitcrgy 
with the wish of Napoleon, sent a communication sufficient to carry mo through evcry^dilliculty. 
to Admiral Cockburn to inquire if a letter, which But i.<i it certaiu that 1 should have succeeded ? 
the Emperor wished to write to the J’rince Re- “ Yes, I hesitated long; I weighed every argu- 
gent of England, would be forwarded. The ment on both stilus. At length k concluded ttmt 
admiral replied that she did not know of any I could not make head against the coalition 
person upon the island by the title of emperor, swlthout and the Royalists within; that 1 should 
and that he should not allow any paper to be be nimble to oppose the numerous sects which 
despatched to England withoat first reading it. would have becu created by the viokneo corns' 
March ICtk. About four o’clock the captain milted on the Legislative Body, %coutrol that 
of the “Ceylon,” who was abont to sail for Eng- portion of the multitude which must be driven 
land, was presented to the Emperor. Napoleon by force, or to resist that moral condemnation 
was languid and depressed. He was roused, which imputes to him who is uiifortunato every 
however, when the captain inquired if they had evil that ensues. Abdication was, therefore, 
any letters, to sqgd to Europe. ThewEmperor absolutely tlip o#y step I could adopt. AH was 
immediately inquired if he should sfc tills Prince lost in spite of me. 1 fnre.saw and foretold this. 
Regent. Upon being answered in the afhrma- but still I had Tios:ithor alternative.” 
tive, he added— Las Casus inrpiirrd if tlio Emperor thought ho 

“Inform him that the Empetorwas desirous could have saved Francqjjrkktim concurrence 
of writing to the Prince -Regent, but thaj^in of tlie Legislative .0^ 

consequence of the observation of*the admiral, “I would have undertaken itwilhont hesitm- 
that he would open the letter, he had abstained tion,” the I'hiperor rcj^cd. “ In less time than 
from it, as being inconsistent with bis dignity, any con-idcritblo massif the Allies could have 
and with that of the Prince Regent himself; idiat assembled before Pari.'>,il should ha'Ve completed 
he bad, indeed, h«ard the laws of Englayd muth my fortifications, and fiavc collected before the 
boosted of, but that ho could not discover their wnDs of tiie city upwards of, eighty thousand 
benefits anywhere; that he had only now to good troops and sthree hundred pieces of horse 
expect, indeed to desire, an exeentioner; that artillery. After a few days’ firing, the National 
the torture they made him endure was inliamau. Guard, the ledeisl Uoom, unit the inhabitants of 



664 • • NAPOLfeON BONAPARTE. £1816. 

Puis would have auflicod to de(pnd the int^ncb- [ conyfiletely tfc they blended with our fame, our 

monumeuts, l.nd eur prodigies. 


nents. I should thflu have had erghty thousand 
disposable troops at my command. tPuris would, 
in a few days, h^ve become impregnable.. The 
appeal to the nation, the magtiitude of the 
danger, the excitation cf the public^ mind, the 
grandeur of tlie spectacle, would have drawn 
multitudes to the capital. I could undou|)tedIy 
»Lavo osseniblcd upwards of four hundred thou* 
sand men, and I imagine the allied force did not 
exceed five hundred thousand. 'I'bus the alTatr 
would have been brouglit to a single coinlmt, in 
which the enemy would have had as miiuh to 
.jigu ns ourselves. 

"^meanwhile, I should have surroihided 
with a hutHnal senate, men distiiigiiished 
national namel^v w'orthy of general coN(j 
donee. 1 should liavJ'fijT'i^ed my military dic¬ 
tatorship with all the streiigi.i of civil opinioii. 

I sliould have had my tribnne, wliieli wouid^ 
have promulgated the lulistnim of my principles 
through Europe. The sovereigns would have 
trembled to behold the contagion spread amoiljr 
tlicir own subjects. They must have treated 
wltif me or have surrendered.” 

“iiut, sire,’’ exclaimed Las (lasas, “ why did 
you not attempt wliat would infallibly have suc¬ 
ceeded ? Why .are we here ?” 

“Now,”resumed the Emperor, “you are hlani. 
ing and condemning me; but wet -1 toeprcseiit 
to you tlie contrary chances, jou would chnugc 
your language. IJasides, jou forget that we 
reasoned in the hypothesis tliat Mic Legislative 
Body would have joined me; but you know what 
lino of conduct it pursued. I nilg'it liave dis¬ 
solved it, to be sure. France and Europe, per¬ 
haps, blJkie me, and post -rity will doubiloss 
blame my weaknois in not breaking up the 
Legislative Body after its insuneetum. It will 
be said tBht I ought not to have, sepurated my¬ 
self from the destinies of a |»cople who had done 
all for roc; but, by dissolving UiC A.s-emhl^j, 1 
could, at most, have obtained ouTy a capitiilmiiin 
from the enemy. In that case, I repeat, bloudJ 


must have been shed, and I must have provedd tniglit be imposed upon the Emperor. I'hougiv 


Sayself a tyrant. 

April U>tA. A ship arrived bringing European 
journuI.<. A? Napoleon read the !U'eoiint.i ol the 
increasing ugitution in France, and ol the deluge 
of evils which was overwhelming all the depart¬ 
ments, he became much excited, and, pacing the 
floor, lie oxehuined, # 

“ llow unforcuiiate was 1 in not proceeding to 
America I From the other hcyilsphcre 1 might 
have protected France against reaction. 'Jhe 
dread of my reappearanco would have been a 
check on folly. My name 

would liave befell sutfieienttTbridle their excess 
anvl to fill them with terror. • 

“ The counter-revolurtan, even had it been 
Buffered to proceed, miisj have been lost in the 
grand revolution. The atmosphere of modern 
ideas is sufficient to stifle the sld teufialisto, for 
licueeforlh nothing can de.strpy or efl'ace the 
grand principles of our rovolution. These great 
aud cxcc|lutit truths cau uevvr^ccaso to exist so 


We have washed 
away th^ir first stains in a flood of glory, and 
henceforth fiey will bo iminortal. Created in 
the (YbucIi tribunes, cemented with the blood of 
battles, iiderneil with the laurels of victory, 
saluted with the acclamations of the people, sanc¬ 
tioned by the trcatie.s and alliances of sovereigns, 
and, having bccomo familiar to the ears as well 
as in the mouths of kings, these principles can 
never again retrograde. 

“ Libural ideas flourish in Great Britain, they 
enlighten Ame^icn, and they are jiationulized in 
i'runcc; and this may be called the tripod whence 
issues the tight of the world. Liberal opinions 
will rule the universe. They will become the 
faith, the religion, the moralin of^all nations; 
and, in spite of all that may be idvanced to tlie 
contrary, this merncrablo era wil. be iiihcporably 
connected with my name; fur, after all, it cannot 
be denied tliat I kindled the torch and conse¬ 
crated the principle, and now persecution renders 
me the Messiah. Friends and enemies, all must 
acknowledge me to he the first soldier, the grand 
representative of the ng». Thus I slftill Ibr ever 
remain the leading star." 

April Mill Sir Hudson Lowe, tho new 
governor of St, He] 9 Tia, arrived at J.ongWood, 
and was presented to the Emperor. Il'S personal 
appearance was very unprep03ses.sing. ^ After'he 
had withdrawn, the Emperor remarked, “ llo is^ 
'hideous, lie has a imeiL villainous coinitcnuuce. 
But W8 must not decide too Imstily. 'J'iie man’.s 
(lispo.'.itian may, pt^rbaps, make atneud.s fer the 
«idavi,ural)le in.pressioii which h's face produce. 
This !>> ti iiiipoi-iblJ." 

April Sir Hudson Lowe presented a 

paper lo all the coinpuuiuns ard 'omsst 's of the 
I'.mperor, stating that they were at liberty to 
have St lleleiia and vetiini to lairope if they 
wished to do so. ]!, however, ti,,‘y t'esLcd to 
remain upon the i.l:uid, tliey were retpiired to 
give a written dcclaratioj> that sueh was their 
wish, ati'l to submit to all the restrietions which 


tliic document was understood to involve the ne¬ 
cessity of romaining upon that dreary rock (luring 
the lifetime of Napoleon, all jiromptly signed it 
except General Bi^rtrand. ili> hesitation wounded: 
the feelings of the Emperor. He simply remarked, 
hotnever. “ Bertraiul is always the same. Al- 
tliongU 1^ constantly speaks of going, when the 
time couies he will not have the courage to leave. 
We must be able t5 love our friends with all 
their faults.” 

April 20fA. Colonel Wilks, who had just re¬ 
signed hts office of governor to Sir Hudson Lowe, 
anft who wiN on the eve of his departure for 
Europe, called, with his daughter, to take leave 
of tlie Emperor. Tlio young lady was presented 
by ^Madame Bertrand. The Emperor conversed 
tot some lime with the Indies yith much cheer¬ 
fulness ^nd affability. Governor Wilks was a 
mail of extensive information, and tho political 
condition of France soon became the topic of very 
animated ducoorse. 
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“England jind France," said tbo Eirneror. in Franco and England the storm ga> 

*'beld in their hands tbo fate o&*tbe^oild, and thered durhig die two feeble luid indolent reigns 
particularly that of European civ5iza>jnn. What of James f. and Louis XV., and burst over the 
injury did we not do each othe^' What good heads of die nnfurtunate Chiles I. and liouia 
might wo not have done? Under Pittj system XVL Both thonc sovereigns perished on tho 
wo desolated the world, and what has iKien tho scatVotd,sani^ their families wore proscribed and 
result? Yon imposed upon FrnncI a tax of two banished. 

thousand five hundred millions of franca, and ‘‘Bothmonarchiesbecamerepahlics,Bndduring 
Ttt'.sod it by means of Cossacks. I laid a tax of thal period both nations plunged into every excews 
seven thousand millions of francs on you, and wh I'h can degrade tho human heart and under¬ 
made you raise it with your own hands by your stai ding. They were disgraced by scones of 
Parliament. Even now, after tho victory you ma ness, blood, and outrage. Every tie of hu- 
have obtained, who can tell whether yon may mH| ity was broken and every principle over- 
uot, sooner hr later, sink uniter the weight of tuTlied. 

such a burden ? With Fox's system, wc should /* Both in England and France, at this^riooT 
liave understood each other; we should Iiave tito men vigorously stemmed t|iy^t«i^t and 
accomplished and prc'-ervcd tho cinniicipation of ^eig.•ll!d with splendour. AP'" iiiese, the two he- 
nations, the dominion of principles. Fnropei^rcditsry families we^e .watored. Both, however, 
would have presented but a single Hoot and a; piirsuei an errwKeous coarse. They committed 
single army. We might have ruled the world. I faults. A fresh storm suddenly burst fortli in 
We might everywhere have established poach both countriG.s, and expelled the two restored 
and prosperity, either by dint of force or pA'- dynasties, without tlieir being able to olTcr tho 
suasion. Yes, I repent, wbnt misebiof inave we< ilcnst resistance to tho adversaries who overthrew 
not done? Wliat good might we not have them. * 

eflectcJ?" _ “In this singular parallel, Napoleon flppears 

April §ith. There were two individuals in the to have been in Fratic<e at once the Cromwell 
Emperor's suite who, not possessing {‘ungenial and the William III. of England. But as every 
dispositions, were frequently exposed to misiin- eouiparlMiii with Cromwell is in some degree 
der.standings and ulrcrcsticns. Tb Emperor, odious, I must add, that if tbeso two celebrated 
,*h() waudicd over lii.s household with piitcrriHl men (^)incid'■! in one single circumstance of their 
iMelicyfwns deeply ^sriewd at this, iuid,.ini!eting lives, it was fc'arco jwssiblo for two beings to 
t .. both in the (.t:'.w'’.g-rooni just belcri ilintio!-, diller morn in f ery other point." 
tiwis iressod them. - Mil., lit//. Every day the estrangement bo- 

' ' )i) followed me with . > vii-a of cheering tween the French geiitlomon and Sir Hudson 
tT_ .lOMvity. He ii.iued, l u ; olherAise Son I .oa e Ivcnme more and more marked. TiioEm- 
hut aiiiioy me. If you wisli o-jii.iler m*'Iiapjiy peror, .low'cver. seldom saw the governor. To- 
iie united. Ym talk of lieluing even before, mv j de • a note svus handed the Emp'gfer by the 
very'-vs. Am I no longer, tbt-ii, the obje. t of | gra)id-tnar«lml, inviting General Brmnparte to a 
your i.rteiitioi, y Are not tlie eyes of our enemies, dinner-party at I’lanlation House, lleglarieed 
tijreil upon Longwood * Von bavo quitted your | over the note, and replied, “ This iastoo absurd, 
tiirnilb's, yen have saeii'ieed everything, from 1 There is no answer." 

love to I. e and in order to '■bare my misfortunes; After passing t wti hours in tlic bath, tho Em- 
and yet you are now about to aggravate them, peror took dilfherwith La8Cas.*i8 at nine o'clock, 
tiiid to render tliom insupportable,. Bo brotlicri! lie became .so animated in convenation that lie 
J command yon, I enlreat you as a father. Let id cotitinncd his remarks for two hours. Ho was 
'iharc the few enjoyments that yet remain ti^us.* much surprised when informed that it was eleven 
The .amioiineeraent of dinner terminated this o’clock. “ How rapidly," said lie, “ Las time 
parental reprimand. ! slipped away I Why can I not ways pass my 

Maij Tith. For several days the Emperor had hours thus agreeably? My dear Las Casas, 
been sick and depressed. Sir'Hudson Lowe, by you leave me happy.’’ 

various petty annoyances, seemed determined to May Wth. A large party of English gentle- 
make him listen to tlie clanking of his chains, men and ladi^arrived at St. Helena by the East 
and to feel tlicir galling weight. ,Tiio Emperor India fleet.* 'Oiey were presented to the Empe- 
sccluded himself in his chamber and saw no one. ror in the garden at Longwood. At the close of 
It was a damp, chill, gloomy day. As a dismal the interview, oTie of the geritlemen remarked to 
night darkened over the log-cnvolnpcd rock, a one of his companion^ “ What grace luid dig- 
flre was kindled upon the besrtn. The Emperor, nity of manner th&iJliiRliciRKisri^lays! lean 
feverish and languid, was reclining, in his tteess- scarcely form a TOnwption <# tro strength of 
ing-gown, upon the sofa, enjoying the pensive mind nece|sary to enable Napoleon thus to en- 
liglit of the flickering fire; no candled were ad- dure such reverses." • J'faey all seemed mortified 
mitted. General Bertrand and Ooiint Las Casas in contemplating the miserable abode in which 
were sitting by the side of the noble sufflirer. the captive was conflhed. When Dr. O'Meara 
The convorsatitn turned upon the two great afterwards mentioned to Napoleon the pnjadiccs 
ilovoliitions of England and France. The FImpe- winch those strangers had entertained, the Em- 
ror, in calm and quiet tones, gave utterance fo the ' peror smiled, anS said, “ I suppose they imagined 
following discriminating and glowing parallel' that 1 was some ferocious homed ammaL" 
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Ma>i IC/A. Sir Hudson I..OWO called at Long 
wood, and desired to sap Gaternl tionhfparte. Tlio | 

Kmperor received him in the (lraji»ing-room. 

I'hc nndience wft&long and angry. At its close, 

Napoleon said to Las tlnsas— 

“ Wo liavo had a violent scene., I have been 
thrown quite out of temper. They have n''w ^ 
sent me worse than n gaoler. Sir lludson Lowe harshly to any one without afterwards saying 

■bomething to make amends for it; but Inro I 


nothing but my present situation could exenso 
me; uut 1 wSm out of hinnonr, and conld not 
help it. l»'slioJild blush for it in any pther sitna- 
tion. Had sAjh a scene taken place at the 
TuileriRS, I sTioidd have felt myself bound in 
conscience to Tiinkc some atonement. Never, 
during the jieriod of my power, did I speak 


f.ked 

,iust 

tora- 


ia a downright executioner. I received hint to¬ 
day -witli my stormy <!ountenance, my liea(| in 
dined, and my cars piicked up. We loi ' 
most ferociously at each other, bly anger 
liavo been powerfully excited, for I felt .a v 
Jion in the calf of my h it leg. 'J’his is alwal's a 
anirft^ign with me, and i litivo not fdt it Iv a 
Jong tihit^hfiJore. My dear Las <.,‘asa«, they will 
kill me here, it L i^riiiin.” \ j 

Abstructed and ho sit down t<V! 

his dinner, hut was unidilo w, take any food. 
After a few unavailing jiltempts to rouse himself 
to engage in cot*n’rcntion, he yiolded to the sad¬ 
ness which overpowered him, and retired to ids 
solitary couch. 


M(ii/ 'JOlk. The Jhnporor' roilc out in the 
cnhisii. On his return he retired to his cham- 
hcr, saying to Las Onsas, “ I am _ low-spirited, 
unwell, and fatigued. Hit down in that arm¬ 
chair, and bear mo company." 

“lie then,” says Las t’asiis, “threw himpclf 
npon his conch, and fell asleep, while I watched 1 nientioticd. 
beside him. Ills head was uncovered, and ‘ 
gnxcfl npon his brow—that breff/ on wliich wero 
inscribed Marengo, Au«ter!itz, and a hundred other 
immortal victories. What were my thoughts and 
sensations tit that moment 1 They may be, ima¬ 
gined, but 1 cannot describe them. 

“In ab^ijt tbroc-qaarters of an hour the Em¬ 
peror awoko. lie then took a fancy to vi^it the 
npartnicnts of all the indiridinds of his hiiitc. 

Wlien lie had minutely considered all the iin on- 
venienecs of mine, ho said, with a smile of indig- 
luition, ‘ Well, 1 do not think licit any C]iri>ti.iii 


bometiiing 

uttered not a syllahl-i of coiicilialion, and I had 
no wish to do so. However, the governor proved 
himself very insensible to my severity. His 
delicacy did nrtt seem wounded by it. I slionld 
have liked, for Iks sake, to liave seen him evince 
a little anger, or pull the door viole-ntly alter him 
when he went away. This would at least have 
sliown that there was some sjiriiig and elasticity 
about liim ; but I foniid iiothii)g,or the kind." 

June V'tth. The Emperor read s’vcral num¬ 
bers of the Monitcur. “ Th''se Afimilmrx," said 
jdic, ‘‘so dangerous and terrible to many reputa- 
rions, arc uniforndy useful and favourable to me. 
It is wiili oliiuial documents that men of sense 
and real tulents will write history. Now these 
do •inncnts arc full of tlio spirit of my govern¬ 
ment, and to them Imakc sin earnest and soiomn 
.‘ipncal.” 

June Is/J. Th'" day was the anniversnrjr of 
the hatilfl of W-itcrloc/. 'I'hc clrcumstanco was 
A hlmdc of itngiiish passed over th^ 


'foaturcsi the Lmfioror. In slow ani solemn 
tones he said, “ Incomprehensible day! (Con¬ 
currence of nnh'’ard of fatalities! Grouchy ! 
\e\ ! w-as there trenehtrj’or misfortune? Alas, 
poor France!" * 

Here he covered his eyes with his hand, and 
remained for some time silent. Ho then added, 
“ And vet all that human skill could do was nc- 
complifilied. All was not lost until tlie moment 
when all had succeeded. In tlmt extraordinary 
campaign, thrice, in Ic.-is than a week's space. I 
saw the certain triumph I'f France, and the dc- 
j termination of her fate slip through my fingers. 


on earth can be tvorsc lodged tha.Vyou arc.' 

dfio/ Sls't. After dinner to-day, the I hnperor j Had it not been for the desertion of a traitor, I 
took the Bible and read to all tlio company tlio Uhould have annihilated the enemy at the open- 
hook of iloshtiii, remarking, in connexion wiibnngof the campaign. I shcnld hnvo destroyed 


tfio places which were mentioned, inciilcnts wliich 
lie Inid witnesKid in the same localities during 
the Siriaii campaign. 

Ala// Tlio Emperor took a ride. Re¬ 

turning, he passed near the English camp. The 
soldiers immediatily abandoned tjicir various oc¬ 
cupations, and funned themudves in a lino to, 
salute tUo Kmperor ns he passed. What Fnro- 
pciin .‘ioldicr," said Napideon, ‘“wonld not be in¬ 
spired with respect at my approach?" Ho was 
Will aware of^a.:jiinfeiii9 with wliicli he was 
regarded byfthc* Eiiglisli ri^raeiit, and conse¬ 
quently avoided pns.^ing the camp, lest ho might 
lie accused of wishing Jq excite their euthn. 
siuMii. , 

J}n/( 31s/. Tho govcMor came to day, and 
took ti rapid circuit around Longwee^, but did 
not have au audience. Tho' Emperor, after 
dinner, reverted to their last interview. *■ 1 be¬ 
haved very ill to him, no doubt,” said he, “and 


hini at Ligiiy if my left bad done its duty. I 
should liave destroyed him again at Waterloo if 
my right had not fulled me. Singular defeat, 
by which, notwithstanditig the most fatal catas¬ 
trophe, the glory of tho conquered has not 
suffered, nor tho fame ot the conqueror been in¬ 
creased ! The memory of tha<.one will survive 
ins destruction; the anomory of the other will, 
perhnjis, be buried in his triumph.” 

June '22ttd. A package of books and journals 
arrived from Etlrope. This was a treasure to 
IhesEmpcror.. In liis eagerness, he engaged in 
unpacking them himself. He passed the whole 
night in* reading. In Park and Homeman’s 
Travels in Africa he found generous testimony 
bo;;he to the assistance he had rendered the tra- 
veUers inpro-sccuting their enterprises in Egypt. 
It was‘very gratifying to tho Emperor thus to 
find Ilia.name mentioned in an English publica¬ 
tion, unaccompanied by insulting epithets. 
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June 27ih. The Emperor was rcadirif; a re¬ 
view, in which it was mentioned^ that Imrd 
Cast]oraap;h had asserted, in a puliic meeting, 
that Napoleoi?, ever since his fall, Itad not hesi¬ 
tated to declare that, as long as ho 'ad reigned, 
lie would have continued to make war n^iinst 
England, having never had anjsobiect biit her 
destruction. 

• Lord Ca8tlere.ngh,’’ exclaimed the Emperor. 
"mu.st bo much uccnatoincd to fabchood, and 
must place gjoat dependence upon the credulity 
of hi < auditors. Can their own goo<i sense sillow 
them to believe that I could ever make snch a 
• foolish speech, ^vcti if I liad such intentions ?” 

It was also stated that L'lrd Casllcreugh had 
said in Parliament that the reason why the 
French army was so much attached to Itoiia- 
pnvte was, that he made a kind of conscription 
of all tiie heiresses ot the Empire, and tltcn 
distnhutedtliem among his generals. 

“ Here, again." observed the Emperor. “ Lord 
Castlcrcagh lf*ll.s a wilful fnisebond. lie ciiine 
among UH. He had an opportunity of seeing oui^ 
manners and of knowing tho truth. He nm.-t he 
certain that such alliing was quite impractii aldo. 
Whftt d(«’!:*lic take our nation for? Tlio I'rc'iich 
were never capable oi’ Milnuiltingto such tyranny. 
It is iiinportat'i to lit., pi'luty to render in.j odious. 
Ha i.s ni>t 1 crup'ilons aiK''it,tho nu..ns. Ho docs 
not shrink (roin asiy calumny. He has every 
Bd^hnnigf over nie. I am In chains. Jle lias 
taken all precautions fer kcepin- rny •tnouth 
shut, and preventing the pos.Ml)i'it. 3 ' of inw 
making any reply, and I am k thon^-anrl !• gues 
from the scene of action. Ilis pi. irioifc is com 
manding; nothing stamls in liis wav. lint cer¬ 
tainly this conduct is I'lO 6e pfu-t ultra of impu¬ 
dence, baseness, and cowardice." 

Julu .'ifA. ilr. Ilobhoiise. of England, tlic 
author of a liook entitle! ‘ Tho Last Ucii’n '.f 
the Emperor Napoleon,’’ •- ..t a copy of his book 
to Hir Hudson Lowe, with the reqneiit tliat it 
m'ght be delivered to the Emperor. Tlie go¬ 
vernor refused to dc'^ver it, hectiuso there was 
imprintcil upon tho ba>.k, in gilt iettcr.s, ‘‘To thc^ 
Emperor Napoleon." _ « 

To avoid further dilSciiUy with regard toihis 
address, the Emperor requested General ller- 
trand to open a negotiation with the governor, 
and propose that, for the futjirc, tlie Emperor 
shonld take tho name of Colonel Duroc or 
Colonel Mniron. 

“I wished,” sjjid the Emperor, **to.*oms her' 
incognito. I proposed it to the athniral, but the 
proposal was n jeeted, Tifey persisted iti calling 
mo General Bonaparte. I am not ashamed oi 
that name, but I do not wi.sh do rcceivo it from 
the British government. The governor and his 
government act absurdly upon this questionfand 
do not understand it at all. I do not call my¬ 
self Napoleon, tho Emperor of France, bat the 
Emperor Napoleon, which is a very difi^rent 
tMng, becaose 4 is in accordance with the uvngc 
of sovereigns who have abdicated. It fras thus 
that James II. preserved hU title of King and 
Migosty after having lost hb crown; apdKing 


Charles ot S!|min preserved his title of King after 
he had abdicated in favour of his son Ferdi¬ 
nand VII. iy^rtUcivsion is jn this case put for¬ 
ward that French nation had not tho right 
to make me its sovereign withouj^the permission 
of the King of England. Never shall 1 yield to 
that." • 

./«/y IC/A. The governor calloJ and had an 
audience, which lasted nearly two'hours. The 
Empeior, in describing it to J.as Casas, said,^ 
“ I rcifcjiitulated all onr grievances without fall- * 
ing irto a i).as.-iou, 1 ndilrc^sod. bj^ turns, his 
undcrftnnding, hi.s itnaginatiou, his feulingo. and 
hi.s h(«rf. 1 )tut it in his power to repair all the 
misclpef he hud done, and to reeommence upon 
a pirn altogether new. Hut it was (piite in ' 
TliiPl, man has no libres; mUliiiig cs- 

pc.'ted from him.” 

i .luly '2‘Jn(lt It was a d.l'^iitful day. Tho in¬ 
mates of LongwrisJa all breakfa.stcil fogi-thet 
under the slnula ot some guni-trocs. “ Tho Kin- 
*poror,” says Las Casas, “tookoa view of our 
situiifkin and onr natural wants. ‘You arc, 
lt)und,’ said lie, ‘ wlien ymi are one day restored 
to the world, to ciwisidtir yourseivos ns hrothers 
on my account. .My meriiory will dictnto*l)iin 
conduct to you.’ lie ii'\t described how w'o 
might be of mutual advuiitage to each other, 
the sulT'criugs we liiid it iu our power to alleviate. 

It was, all at oni'c, a fuinily and moral lesson,, 
alike dLstinguished by excellent sentiment and 
praeticid rules of conduct. It ought to havo 
been written in flitters of gold. It lasted nearly 
an Iionr and % quarter, uml will, I tliink, never 
1)1* forgotten by any one of us. For mv'-clf, not 
only the ]irii)ci]ilcs and the words, but the tone, 
tlm cxi>rcssion, the action, and, above all, tlio 
entire airceti<)n with which lie deliviyitd them, 
will lU'Vcr h I elfseed from my mind." 

Angnsf'\t‘>tk. Sir Hudson Lowe again sought 
(in interview v/ith Napoleon. TIip cqiivcr.sation 
soon assumed im angry toil-', and the Emjioror, 
stung by opjircs’-iofi and iii.siil(s, quite lost his 
temper. Tfio^overnor dcmaiulcd that Napoleon 
should furnish tlire.o liuniJmd thoiisnud francs a- 
yenr towards defraying tho expenses of Long- 
wood, and also reqiiiifd a reduction in tho 
expenses of the, cstalilidiment. The Enipertir 
replied wdtli great warmth, rcpraai'liitig the go¬ 
vernor with all the ncndJe«s vexatious regulations 
he imd adopted. An angrv intcrvie,w ensued, 
and tlio gaoler and his ill'iftrious captive sepa¬ 
rated, each more cxaspcr.i'ed than ever. 

.Sir HudsUfi Lowe, the. n'':ct day, said to Dr. 
O'Jleara, “Let General Bonaparte know that it 
depend? entire!^ upon me to render iifs situation 
more agreeable, hut if ho continues to treat mo 
with di-rcspcct, I Acl my power. 

He is my prisorlt^^ I havjp^ght to treat 
him accoqlliig to lii? behaviour. 1 will bring 
him to reason. lfe,l^s been the canse of the 
loss of millions of men, and may he again, if lie 
get3 loose. I consid^ All P.'isliu to be a much 
more respectabje scoundrel than Bonapurte." 

Afterwards the Emperor said to Los Casas, 

" I have to reproach myseli' with this scene. 1 
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roust cec tliis ofllcf'r tio more. lie ihakes me fly True social happiness consists in regular and 
into a passion. It is benenth my dignity. Ex- petj^eful or^er, m the harmony of every one’s 
prcssions escape nu^which wouldV^ave teen un* relative enj<4'roent8. I gave millions every year 
pardonable at the Tuileries. If tl«ey can be at to the poor.i 1 made immense sat^riticcs to aid 
all excused hcM, it is because I am in his hands, afid assist industry, and yet France has now 
and subject to his power. It would iiave been morel poor than in 1787. The reason is, that 
more worthy of me, more consistent, and more revoluiionsi however well conducted, destroy 
dignified, to have expressed all these things with everything instantaneously,and only re-constrnct 
perfect composure. They would, besides, have society after a considerable time. The French > 
r been more impressive.” Uevulution was a national convulsion, ns irresis- 

Augvst ^th. The conversation to-day jd the tible in its effects as an eruption of Vesuvius. 
Emperor to take a rapid review of the ev nts of When the nnperccived workings of tho pcoplo 
his reign. “The French and the Italinm ” said arrive at maturity, a revolution bursts forth, 
be, ‘‘ lament my abstmee. I carry with t le the The Bourbons are greatly deceived if they • 
firatitude of tho Poles, and even the lat\ and believe themselves firmly seated on the throno 
Pilttf regrets of the .Spaniards, <Kuropo will of Hugh ('apet. I do not know whether 1 shall 
800 tiu^,,bu;g the loss of the equilibrium, to the ever again see Paris, but what I know is, that 
maintenaneo 'Pf’wjlj^icb my French empire the French people will one day break the sceptre 
absolutely necessary.'^l'lie Continent is now Iti which the enemies of France have confided to 
tho must perilous sitmitiont''being continually Louis XV'^Ill. 

exposed to the rhk of hoing overrun by Cos- “ My son will reign, if tho popular masses arc 
sacks and Tifi'tnrs. And the English •—the permitted to act without cntitrol. The crown 
English will deplore their victory of Waterloo. will belong to the Duke of Orleans, if those who 
Tilings will be carried to such a length tlifit are called Liberals gain the victory over the 
posterity, together with ovefy wcll'disposod and people; but then, sooner or later, the people will 
woIKinformcd person among our contemporaries, eiscover that they have been deceived—that the 
will regret that 1 did not succeed in all my whitearealwayswhite, the blue always blue, and 
enterprises." that there is no guarantee for their true interests 

September tird. It was a dreary day of wind except under the reign of my dynasty, beenusa 
and rain. The Emperor sat in his room before it is tho work of their creation, 
a hla/.ing fire. “Tu-diiy,” said ho,/‘is the “ 1 did not usurp the crown. I picl^ed it iiom 
anniversary of a hideous remoirihrance, the mas- the gntter. Tlie jieople placed it on my head, 
sacrcs of September, the St.* Bartholomew of ' I wished the name of Frenchman to bo the most 
the French Revolution—a hloodw stain, which noble and desirahie on the earth. I was king of 
was the act of the commune of Paris, a rival tlio peop'e, as tho Bourbons are kings of the 
power to the Legislature, which built its strength nobles, under whatever colour they may disguise 
upon the passions of the dregs of the people. No the banner of their''ancestors. When, full of 
politicalNriiangc ever takes place unattended by confidence in the sympathy of the nation, I re- 
popular fury. The mass of the people never turned from Elba, my advisers insisted that I 
enter into action without coroinittiiig disordt rs ought to take notice of some chiefs of the royal 
and sacridciiig victims. The Prussian anny hod party. I constantly rufused, answering to those 
arrived within forty Icngnes ot Pari.s; the famous W'ho gave me tliis advice, ' If I have remained in 
manifesto of the iJiike of Brunswick was to he the hearts of the muss of the people, I hare no- 
seen on all the walls of the city ;** Uie people liad tiling to do with the Royaj^sts. If not, what will 
persuaded themselves that the first pledge of the, some more or less avail mo to struggle against 

safety of the Revolution was the death of tlic the opinion of the nation?”’ 

Iloyulists. They ran to the prisons, and intoxi- f'ir Hudson Lowe had infonned tho Emperor, 
oated themselves with blood to the cry of * Vive through Count Montholon, that the expenses of 
la Revolution^’ Their energy had an electrical Longwood must ho greatly reduced, and the 
effect, by the fear with which it inspired one number of Nup<ileon‘s household diminished. The 
party and the e.\nmplo which it gave to the expenditure, he said, must not exceed twenty-five 
other. One hundred thon-sand volunteers joined thousand francs a month, which would be equal 
the army, and the Revolution vi^is saved. to about'dive thousand francs a month in Eng- 

"I might have saved my crowh by letting land. Should General Bonaparte be averse to 

loose tho people against the men of the Resto- this reduction, he mitst pay the surplns himself, 

ration. You will recollect, Montholon, when, The Emperor promptly replied that he would 
at the head of your regiments, you wished to cheerfully defray all the expenses of bis ^tablish- 
punish the trBp^icrfrrfr^l^au^ and to proclaim ment, if the ministers would permit any banking 
my dictntonwp.^' But I did nKt choose to do so. hoiiso in St. Helena, London, or Paris, chosen by 
My whole being revolted at the thought of being the British government itself, to serve as interme- 
king of another mob. f >. diators through whom the Emperor conld send 

“ A revolntion is always, whatever some may seajpd letters and receive answers. He promised 
think, one of the greatestInisfortunes witli which topledgehis honourthat thele^r%should relate 
Divine anger can ptiiii.sh a nnf.ion. **lt is the solely .to* pecuniary affairs, requiring a similar 
scourge of the nation wliich ];iring$ it about; pWd^, on the part of the banking-house, thet 
and for a long course it is the mUfortune of all. j the correspondenoe ahonld be held sacred. Sir 
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Hudson Lowe refused liis asiient to this arriingo- j 
ment, stating that no sealed letters (oiild bej)er- 
mitted to leave Longwood. lie Still, however, 
insisted npoit the reduction, or thatVhe Emperor 
should pay the surplus. The controversy Was 
long and bitter, and the Emperor was exceelitigly 
annoyed. Sir Hudson Lowe was inexorable, and 
Count Montbolon informed him that, as the Em¬ 
peror was not permitted by the English govern* 
ment to have access to bis property, he had no 
other means left than to dispose of his plate; and 
that, accordingly, a portion would he broken up 
and sent to town for sale monthly,.to provide the 
necessaries of Jife. By dismissing six servants, 
and introducing rigid economy, the Emperor 
titougbt that he could bring the expenses of the 
establishment to about seven thousand five hun¬ 
dred francs a month. Sir Hudson Lowe furnished 
Bve thousand. There was consequently two 
thousand five hundred left for the Emperor to 
raise, or to dismiss more of his friends. 

Sqttember 7th. It was a dark and gloomy day. 
Napoleon, sick and dejected, did not leave his 
cheerless apartment A stormy night settled 
down over the prisoners. Napoleon sent for Dr. 
0‘Meara. •“He was sitting,” records the doctor, 
“in his bed-room, with only a wood fire burning, 
the flames of which, alternately blazing and 
sintfag, gave, at moments^ a most singular and 
melancholy expression to his countonauce, as he 
sil^ppo-^te to it with his hands crossed upon 
his knees, probably reflecting upon his ‘forlorn 
condition.” As Dr. O'Meara entered, the Em-^ 
peror, after a moment's silencdf said—- 

“ Doctor, this is beyond your art. I hove been 
trying in vain to procure a little rest. I cannot 
comprehend the conduct* of your ministers. 
They go to the expense of one million two hundred 
thousand francs in sending out furniture, wood, 
and building materials for my use, and, at the 
same time, send orders to put me nearly on rations, 
and oblige me to discharge my servants, and 
make reductions incompatible with the decency 
and comfort of the house. Then we have aides- 
de-camp making stipulations about a bottle of 
wine, and two or three pounds of meat, with as 
much gravity and consequence as if tliey wwre 
treating about tlie distribution of kingdoms. I 
see contradictions which 1 cannot reconcile; on 
the one hand, enormous and useless expenditure; 
and, on the other, unparalleled meanness and 
iittloness. Why do they not allow me to provide 
myself with everything, instead of disgr thing the 
character of the nation ? Tliey wiU not furnish 
my followers with what thly have been accus- 
tomed to, nor will they allow me to provide for 
them, by sendmg sealed lotterssthrongh a mer¬ 
cantile house even of their own selection; for no 
man in France would answer aletterbf mine wlTen 
he knew that it would be read by the Englidi 
ministers, and that he would consequently be 
denounced to the Bourbons, and his property gnd 
person exposed to^ertain destmetion. Moreovf r, 
yonr own ministers hare not given a speSiimen of 
good futb in seizing upon the triSing euiQ of 
money that 1 had in the ' Bellerophon,' whidi 
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j gives reason to suppose that they would do the 
j same again if they knew where any of niy pro- 
pert^v was jpaei. It must be to deceive the 
English nati«i. Seeing all this fariiitura sent out, 
and so much parade and show ii'Ahe preparations 
made in England, they conclude that 1 am well 
treated iicA«. 'If they knoa’ the truth, and the 
dishonour which it rctlects U(H)u them, they W'ould 
not suffer it.” 

Se^ember IGth. Las Casas records—“In tho» 
morning, ray servant came to tell mo that there 
was iieithcr eoffoe, sugar, milk, nor bread lor 
break|rast Yesterday, some hours before dinner, 
foelirg hungry, I asked for a mouthful of broad, 
and was told that there was none for me. 'J'hiia 
we are denied the very necessaries of life. _ This 
fact will scarcely be credited, and pn 1 have 
staled nothing but the truth. 

^ “ In the course of throe successive months, 
the whole of the'*4(;mporor’8 pinto, with the ex¬ 
ception of one silver-gilt bowl, was broken up 
and sold. Sir Hudson Lowe tiHuight that the 
residents at Longwood had money socrcted which 
Mb could thus extort. When the Emperor foutid 
himself reduced to* ordinary ware, the physical 
effect upon him was such that be could* oat 
notliiiig, and said to me, on leaving the dinner- 
table, * It must be allowed, my son, that wo are 
all great children. Can you conceive tliat I 
could not conquer my disgust at tliis badly-served 
dinner-•! who, when 1 was young, ute from 
black dishes ? In truth, I am ashaiuod of ray- 
self to-day.'” 

Sir Hudson d.owe now yielded, lie expressed 
much regret that ho had pushed matters to such 
an extremity, and said that he only acted on the 
conviction tliat tho captives had a great quantity 
of gold at Longworal, and “ that ho imuld nut 
have allowed a single piece of plate to bo broken, 
could ho liave supposed that matters would go 
so far as to reduce General Bonaparte R) cat oif 
dishes like those of the lowest colonist in tho 
isiand." - * . 

As soon as tm Emperor's friends were informed 
,of his destitution, they imme-liatcly placed their 
fortunes at his disposal. Napoleon's mother, 
.Joseph, Hortenso, Bauline, Eliza, Jerome, and 
Loins, all autliorizcd him to draw freely npon 
them. * 

September 30tL The Emperor road in an Eng- 
llsli newspaper that Lord Ca<-tlcreagh hud again 
stated in an assembly in Iri'land that Napoleon 
had declared at j|t. Helena that he never would 
have made peace with England hut to deceive 
her, take her by^surprise, and destroy her; and 
that, if the French army was attached to the 
Emperor, it was because he was in the habit of 
giving the daught^'w-^ti/yirichTiil families of 
his empire in marri^ to bis si^icre. 

The Emperor, moved with indignation, dic¬ 
tated the following reply;— 

*' These calumnies, uttered against a man who 
is so barbarously oppressed, and who is not 
allowed td make his Toe^ heard in answmr to 
them, will be disbelieved by all persons well- 
educated and suBcepdble of feeling. Wbea 
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Napoleon wds seated on the first tlirone in the | I suppose,” the governor replied, *' that they 
■world, then, no donbt, liis encmic^ Imd a right' are very of it, as it will give them a pretext 
to say whatever thejf pleased. Jlnactions were [ to leave‘Gcriiral Bonaparte, which I shall order 
public, and wore a eufiicient ans^r to thetn,' them to do.'’l • 

At iiny rate, Hiiat conduct now belonged to | i^ll the incinbers of the Emperor’s suite, in 
public opinion and hi'-tory. But to utter new * greatfierploxity, assembled in his room. “ These 
and base calumnies against him*at <l)e present; iiisults," ssiil the Emperor, " wdiich are daily 
moment is an act of tho utmost ineatmess and ' lieancd upon t^ose who b.asc devited lliemselres 
cowardice, and which will not answer tho end | to mo—insults which there is every pnihability 
•proposed. Millions of libels have been, n|d nro I wdll be multiplied to a still greater f :.tcut—pre- 
Htill published every day, but they are w tbont i s^nt a spnotaclo which I cannot and must not 
effort. Sixty millions of men, of the mo.‘t; longer endure, (icnilemen, yon must leave me. 
polished nations in the world, raise their 'dices I cannot see you submit to tltc rcstricliojis which 
to confuto them; and fifty tliousand Ihiglish- ! are about to he imposed «»n you, ipid which will, 
■men, who arc now travelling on the rontinent, doubtless, soon b(5 uiigrncntcd, I will remain 
wili,.^ their return home, puldishthc Irulli to Imre alone. Ketiirn to ICtinij)>», aiid make known 
the iiihalnV.'s'its of tlic tlirco kingdoms of Urcat the luirrihlc treatment to wlaeli I am expired. 
Tiriliiin. who will blush at having been so grossly Bear witness that you saw mo sink into a pre- 
doeciv<(l.’’ ^ t i mature gnive. 1 will not allow .any one of yon 

Tims closed the first year (tr N'lqxiieon’s cip-' to siiin this declaration in the form that is rc- 
tivity at Sf. irclena. Tlie recital of tins mnne-^’ tpiircil. I forbid it. It shall never he mid that 
rolls vexations aiinoyances and insi.Ifs to wliii h Imnds wliich 1 had the power to command were 
he was exposed would bo but painful to the fi el- eni]i!oyed in recording tny degradation. If ob- 
ings of our readers, 'I'liohc who have a licnTt' stuc’i, arc raised rexpectiiig a mere foolish for- 
for jbe tragic story can find all the d< tails in the .mality, others will he statfeil to moirow (or an 
several nieinorials of St. riclena, illustrated by ; equally trivial cause. It is detoriniinal to move 
tlic official documents of Sir ITndson Lowo, | yon in d 'taili but 1 would i at her see. yon removed 

' nllogciher and tit mieo. Perhaps this sacrifice 
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TItK Sr.('i)M> AM) 'lllllin YI-.Art CAITIVITV. 

• Kew vexiile’iis Irma Spr irniloai l.nwp—\'I| ph 1 p'ouV 
viewjp nf tipU'iaiiP'ii-lleai.n ts nil the 1-111111111'el llie 
Treaty of Atim-ns, iipoa the Cniini'e-is a) ('l..'it.lh>ii. 
Hixin IjasKiii- Tlie lenaualof I.as Ciciw- Val'.-avilj 
01 Sir Tltidsiia l,iice--I.tli«ls iipini llic l'.i)i|iei(jr-’- 
I'>lli)|iiil:i!eil I i>nili:i‘iii of J.iiai'nixid—liiturvieit wall , 
Lord Aniliiaat—I'.iierijetie inoti st. 

Thk feinptrors health wn'-< r.apid'y failing, and 
gloom jircycd lienvily upon the spirits of all his 
companions. The KiMpvri)i ct^i.ld not ride or; 
walk niiles.s accompanied by iin I'lt'gli'h olfieer. j 
(inards, with loaded iniiskct.s fiinl fixed bayoiiets«| 
stood bcForo his windows and at liis door. He . 


may firodnee n result." ’ 

At cloven o'clock tlnit night, Count Bertrand 
received a letter fiom .Sir Iluilson Lot^-, in'" :!ti- 
ing hhu that, in eonseqnence of the refusal of 
the French officers to sign the declaration lio had 
jire.scnted. they add the domestics rntist nil depart 
torthooape of (;i)od IIc'pc instantly, in a ship 
which was ready for their reception. This 
lironglit them to ffrma. Overwhelmed with 
grief and consternation, they, in n bixly, waited 
upon Captain J’oppleton after midnight and 
sig'ied the olmoxicms I'apiT, which was iminc- 
liiati ly transmiticd to tlie governor, 

(h'hilicr Itlt/i. The Kreperor sent for IV 
O'Meara, and f ([nested him to call upon Sir 
lliirksiin L.'W’e again to propose), in order to 
avoid further diiliculty, t’oat tin; Frnperor should 
assume the n.imo of Colonel Muiron or Baron 


Was prohibited from speaking to tiny inlialiitant 1 P»roc. ‘‘If tho governor consents,'' tho Ein- 
of the island unless in the. jiresence of an Foiilish j peror coiitinned. “let h>m signify to Bertrand 
officer. Sir Flnd.son Lowe insisted tlmt all tho I that he acquiesces in one of them, iind such shall 


inmates of I,ongwood shonld tign the following 
declaration:— 

“ I, the luidcrsigned, licrehv declare that I 
wish to remain at St. Helena, find'to share the 
restrictions which are imposed on Bnrap.arto per* 
sonally.” • 

Tho gentlemen at Lnngwnod were unwilling 
to sign a p^JfWr wlTwH sn disrefjicciriiMy 

to their Emperor. Thev, iiowevnr, promptly 
signed the declaration, simply siilictiintiti," the 
title Emperor instead df* Bonaparte. Tlio go¬ 
vernor imnftdiately seijt buc'k fhr} p.aj^er, de- 
niimding that they should sign tho one lie Imd 
sent. IV. O'Meara told him»that fie did not 
believe tho French gentlemea would sign the 
declaration, worded ns he wi°hed. 


he fi'lopted. It, will prevent many difficulties 
and smooth the way.” 

The governor coolly rejilied that it wa.s a very 
import:i?K communication, which required serious 
rclh'i'tion, »nd that ho woulJ lose no lime in 
forwarding it to llie*Briti'h goiernmeiit! Tho 
Emperor, in converssifion with Dr, O'Meara, after 
his return fron* the interview with Sir Hudson 
Lowe, rcniarked— 

'‘I nhdicifted tho throno of France, but not 
the title of F.mparnr. Sovereigns generally re¬ 
tain their titles. Thus Charles of Spain retains 
the title of lung and Mqjesty, after having 
nlfdientcd in favour of bis Sfjn. If I were in 
Engliwil, 1 should not call myself Emperor. 
But they want to make it appear that the 
French nation had not a right to make me ita 
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aorerelgn. If they had no. a riplit tb make mo 
Emperor, they were equally ineapnblrf of mtik jii; 
me general. « i 

“Your nation called Washington^, lender qf 
rebels for a long time, nnd refu.scd to acknow¬ 
ledge citlier him or the Cons^tntion of his 
country; bnt his successes obliged* the.m to 
change and acknowledge both. It is success 
wliich makes the great man. It would ap[>i'nr 
truly ridiculous in me, were it not that yiiur 
ministers force me to it, to call unysolf Empercr. 
situated ns 1 .am iiere, nnd would remiiid niio of 
,those poor wretches iu Bethlehem,* in London, 
who fancy thcnlsclvcs kings innid. their chains 
and straw'." 

lie then spoke, of the heroic attachment which 
liis friends had mauifestcij by remaining nt St. 
Helena contnirv to hi.s desire. “They hud,’’ 
said he, " im cx'-cllcnt pretext to go, by rcliising 
to sign ‘NiU'oleim iJoiiiipartn.’nnd nest boeiinsu 
I ordered them not to sign. Bnt no, they would 
have signed ‘ tlio tyrant Ihuiaparte,’ or any otln’r 
opprobrious name, in order to remain with me in 
misery here, raiher than return to Kurope, wliere 
they might ^live in splemlour. Tlie more your 
govonimciit tries to ib grade me, so mneb more 
respect will they pay to me. They pride tliem- 
selvciin pnj in" me more re.spect now tlian when 
I was in the le ight of my gtorv." 

IS/A. Las Casas records — “I did 
not‘ce tin*Emperor iin'il live o’ebvk. wl\,en lie 
sent for me to attend him in his ilrawing-room. 
lie eontiimcd iiiili-p<><.o<!, but ^e had, notwirli- 
standing, been engaged all the moraine in <!ie- 
taling to the grand-nairdial, lie snmn* iied all 
tho individuals of hi.s snitr^iii .>.nce.essi(m. lie 
was low-spiiited ntid heavy. The weather Inc¬ 
an en'eet on tlie nervc.s, and the persecutions 
which are heaped on us are still wor.-e to !»■ ar. 
Ever)' word uttered hy the governor iricrea-es 
our mi.sery. To-day he hud siguit'iMl his inten¬ 
tion of removing four of onr establishment, 
which has been the cause of general laincnlalion 
among the honseiiold. « The individnals .singl‘d 
out fi)r their removal regret tlioir separation 
from their c()rap.anio!is, while those who are to 
remain are tormented by tho fear of speed?ly 
sharing the same fate." Tho next day these 
four companions of tho captive were taken I’roni 
Longwood, ami sunt in a sliip'to the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Oclofjer 'I'lnd. Dr. 0'Meiir » iinpiired |{hy tho 
Emperor had encosirnged the Jews s^ much. 

“ I wonted," ho reidied, “ito make them leave 
off usury, and become like other men. Tlicre 
wert> a great many Jews in tho conntries I 
reigned over. By removing tfibir digabilitie«, 
and by putting them upon an equality wijh 
Catholics, Protestants, and others, I hoped to 
make them become good citizens, and eondnet 
themselves like tho re»t of the community. I 
believe that I shottld have succeeded in the eiljl. 
Moreover, I waiAed to c.stablish a taiiversal 
liberty of conscienec. My system was to’ hns-o 
no predominant religion, but to allow perfect 
liberty of conscience and of thonght, to make 


all men equal, whether Protestants, Catholics, 
Mahomotiins.^eists, or others, so tiint their 
religion shou!f|l have no inmicnee in getting 
them employments under goveriina#nt." 

“ Would yon have permitted the ro-ostaldish- 
ment .of tho Jejuits in EranceV inquired Dr. 
OMearn. 

j “Never," tho ifmperor replied. “It is tho 
most dangerous of societies, and has done moro 
i inisebii f than all olliers. Tlieir doetriue is, tliai 
their gt'iicral is the. sovereign of sovoroigim, and 
inasler of tlni world; that nil their orders from 
him, h )wover contrary to tlie l.aws, or however 
wicked, must bo ohcuid. Every act, however 
atrocious, committed by them pi.ruimit to orders 
from their general at, Bonio. becming^ > tbeir 
eyes, pioritnrioii.s. No, no, 1 would never Inivo 
I iiyowed a society (o exist iu my rloininiona under 
, the orders of a foreign general nt Home." 
j “It is to he feared, ’’ Dr. O’Meara ohsem'cl, 

‘‘ that the pr'ests and tlio .Ie^^lit^»•^vilI soon have 
’great iiiilnfiico in J''iimeo.” 

‘‘‘ Not at all uriMvf Iv," Naptdeon replied. “ Tho 
Bourbons arc Innulie*, und would willingly bring 
l)iu k the Jesuits nnd tlin IiiqniAition. In reij^ris 
liiifore rnino tin* Protestants were ns badly treiiled 
as the ilews. They eoiild not pnrctiiiM- iund. I 
put them upon a levi l with tho t'lithidii’s. They 
will now be tranipled upon by tho Boiirlions, to 
svhoin t!*ey, und ewiytliiiig cKo liberal, will 
always be olijeets jf wepieion." 

Octofjn- Uli.'/'. The r.iniieror was very niiwell, 
Tho# ay was 7'old and dainp. He siit in liis 
chamber by a fire, witli a Inindkoiehief bound 4 
annmd his throbbing biow. He was sulli’rio;* 
seierely I'roin the tooibaclio nnd ngn^gelii” 

“ Wliat a miserable thing is man!’’ «iid lie; 
“tho smallest fibre in his body, assailed by 
disease, is se.lili ient to derange his whole .system. 

! Oil the < (her liainl, in spite of all the triaiiidies 
! to whieli h'* is snl-ji'ct if is .souietitncs iicee-snry 
I to employ the ^.■entioner to put an end to Idm, 
i What a curious loneliiii'! is this eartiily eloitdiigr 
,rtiid perhaps I may he, eoiillin-d iu it for thirty 
I years loni'er.’’ 

i .Vom/zAer Tie* l.'ir p* ri<r passed tho day* 

I in a sfata of e-'Ctonrie deiuhly. Jle iiliu<ie.d to 
■ llio rupture of tho fc’iiee of Aniiens. “The 
^sadden rupture," .said he, “of llio treaty of 
I Amiens, on such fid-e. pretences, and with so 
' mucii had faith on the part of tlie English 
! ministry, aiel seiznrz; of several merchant 
i ship.s oven hetbre war In.d been dezditred, roused 
' my indigjiaii lU th tlie utmost. To my urgent 
remonstraiiecn, tliey eooily rz-piicfl that it was a 
practice thev liad iilwi^'obj^orved. And hero 
they spoke the '^But th»,iif«e was .gone 
by wlusn France ezndd tamely submit to such 
injustice anil Imuiiiia^qp. I had beenmo the 
defender of her rights and glory, and I was 
re.solvcd to let our etwimies know with whom 
theyJiad tp detd. Unfortmiatcly, owing to the 
reciprocal .situntii?n of the two eonntrie.s, I conld 
ordy avenge one flet o^vifilenee by another still 
greater. It was a painful tlJng to be compelled 
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to malco reprisals on innocent men. But 1 bad 
no nltcnuuive.” ^ i 

NoeemlKf 2nd. In allusion to^the conditions 
of pence prop^ied by tbo Allies at Chatilluu, tlic 
Emperor remarked— 

* 1 did right in refusing to sign the ultimatum, 
and 1 fully explained my roasgiiH for that refusal. 
Therefore oven here, on this rock, amid all my 
■ Tuiserv, I havo notliing to repent of I am aware 
that few will understand me; but, in spite of the 
fatal turn of events, even tiic common muss of 
mankind must be convinced that duty and lionour 
left me no other alternative. If the Allies had 
thus fur succeeded in degrading me, would they 
have stopped there? Would tlicy not have 
avaiR!>I>>*siicmsclves of tbo imiiicnse advantages 
ufTorded them by the treaty to (luLsh by intrigue 
what they had commenced by force of annf? 
Then where would have bet ■ the safety, indd- 
pendonce, and future welfare of Franco ? Where 
would have bd!miiny honour, my vows? Woulli 
not the Allies have ruined me in the estimation* 
of the people ns efTectually as they ruined .no 
4>n the field of battle ? They would have found 
public opinion too ready to remve the impression 
wliieh it would have been their aim to give to it. 
How would Franco have reproached me for suf¬ 
fering foreigners to parcel out the territory that 
had been intrusted to iny care I Could tlie French 
.people, full of the recollections of their glory, 
have patiently endured the burdens tliat would 
inevitably havo been imposed £pon them ? lienee 
would have risen fresh commotions, anarcl^ and 
desolation. 1 preferred risking the lost emnees 
4>f battle, dutonnining to abdicate in ease of ne¬ 
cessity. But, nHur all, the historian will perhaps 
find it r>iflieult to do me Justice, for the world is 
80 overwhelmed with libels and falseluKids, my 
actions havo been so misrepresented, iny cha¬ 
racter Cu darkened and misunderstood." 

Some one remarked that the clouds of detrac- 
tion would disperse a.s his lucniory advanced in 
■posterity. 

“That is very true,” the Emperor replied^ 
“ and my fate may lie .said to bo the very oppo- 
>«te of other.s, A fall usually has the cileet of 
lowering a man's cliaraoter. But, on the con- 
.trary, ray f%II has elevated me prodigiously. 
Every succeeding day divests me of some portion 
of my tyrant's skin.” 

Nove>nher Gth. The Emperor alluded to Russia. 
*' Who can avoid shuddering^^t the thought of 
aueli a vast mass, unas-ailablu cither on the flanks 
or in the rear, descending up<'a us witli impunity 
—if triumphant, overwhelming everything in its 
•course; or if dofes^dj^tiring amid the cold and 
dciolation^gfia^ may^^cailcd its forces of re- 
.serve, and posacssing every facility of issuing 
forth at a future opportunity ? Is* not this the 
bead of the Hydra, the ^iitTus of fable, which 
■can only lib subdued by seizing it bodily and 
stitliug it in the embrace? But n^ere is the 
Hercules to bo found? Fran<Jo only could think 
•of siK'h an achievoment^ and it must be confessed 
we made but an awkward attempt. Should there 


arise an Emperor of Russia, valiant, impetnons, 
aiyd intelliweut—in a word, a Czar with a heard 
on his chinAEurope is his own.” 

. ffovemhcTWh. Some new vexation on the part 
of S^r Hudson Lowo arose. Las Casas remarked, 
“Ah, sire, thi^must, indeed, increase your hatred 
of the English!" 

Napoleon shrugged his shoulders, and said 
pleasantly, “ That i.s iin ignoble and a vulgar 
spirit. Say rather that, at most, it may increase 
my hatred of this or that particular Englishman. 
But, since tiro on this subject, let me say that 
a man—truly a man —never hates. His anger 
or ill-liumouf never goes beyond the irritation 
of the moment—the electric stroke. The man 
formed for high duties and authority never con¬ 
siders persons; he secs only things, their weight 
and consequence.” 

Speaking of a man of powerful mind but of 
coarse habits, ho remarked, “ The fault is in his 
Hr-vt education. His swaddling-clothes have been 
neither lino nor clean.” 

November IGik. Las Casas records—" About 
three o'clock the Emperor sent for me. lie 
wished to take the air. We wetU much im¬ 
pressed with his pallid cheek, bis emaciation, 
and his debility. As wo pa«sed through the 
wood, the Emperor saw the fortifleations with 
which we are about to be surrounded, and he 
could not forbear smiling at these ,'iselesCand 
absnfd preparations. He remarked that the 
ground in our ncighbonrhood had been entirely 
di'ligured by the removal of the kind of turf 
with wk-ich it was covered, and which had been 
(sarried away for the purpose of raising banks. 
In fact, for the Inst two months, the governor 
has been incessantly digging ditches, construct¬ 
ing parapets, planting palisades, &c. He has 
quite blockaded ns in Longwoud; and the stable, 
at present, presents every appearance of a re¬ 
doubt. We are assured that Sir Hudson Lowe 
often .starts out of Ids sleep to devise now means 
of security. ‘Surely,’ |aid the Emperor, ‘this 
seems something lilco madness. Why cannot 
the man sleep tranquilly and let us alone ? Has 
hfc not sense enough to perceive that the secu¬ 
rity of our local situation here is sufllcient to 
remove all his panic terrors?”' 

November 20f>i. A new calamity overwhelmed 
the Euiperor. His faithful friend and constant 
compapion was, without a word of warning, 
torn from him, and, after close imprisonment for 
a month, was sentH.with his son, oil' to the Capa 
of Good Hope, and thence to England. The 
pretext for this crael arrest was, that Las Casas 
had written a? letter, describing the Emperor's 
^cuation, tq Lady Clavoring, and had intrusted 
it to a servant to be sent to Europe, without 
passing through the hands of Sir Hudson Lowe. 
This was a dreadful blow to the Emperor in these 
i|?eary hours of soHtnde and sickness. Las Casas 
was neV: permitted to see the cEmperor to otter a 
word-of adieu. The Emperor, however, wrote a 
letter to his agonized companion, containing the 
following sdutiments:— 
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“My dear Count Lns Casas,—IJy Iieart is 
deeply affected by what you nom rxperioilbe. 

Toni from mh fifteen days ago, yol have been, 
since then, imprisoned, in close confincmeitt, 
without my being able to communicate witl^ou, 
or to receive from you any inteMigeace. Your 
conduct at St. Helena bos been, like the whole 
of your life, honourable and irreproachable. 1 
love to tell you this. A pretext was wanting to 
seize upon your papers. But your letter to your 
friend in London could not authorize a visit from 
the police to yon, since it contained no plot, no 
mystery—since it was only the expression of a 
heart noble and sincere. * 

“ Your papers, among which it was well known 
there were some belonging to me, were seized, 
without any formality, close to my apartment, 
and with expressions of ferocious joy. I was 
informed of this some few moments afterwards. 

I looked through the window and saw tliem 
taking you away. I imagined I saw some. ^ 

South Sea Islanders dancing round the prisoners^ « xt *1 »i 

whom thev were about to devour i >^«noved Will be Montholon, as they see that ho 

o Ynnr wi,a naf.i>gunrv* fn me Ymi ' ** “ USeful OUcL COUSOlillg friend tO mO. I 

BlonJ coni* read, speak, and understand Eng-1 “'J ^^th^Tinbllti ^W 

k TT^_I aar.v k j “Cv cauiiot sUt out wituouti subimtttutf to de- 

Ji$D. How many ni;rhts nave 3’ou waicned ovrr I r. ^ w __ *1®* x 

me during my illness ! Nevertheless I request | 

you, aud, in case of need, command you, to , « . . - f..’ , ' . j i • . n • 

*' ficient fortitade to stand alone against all this 

reqmre the governor to scud you to the t on- > - . . . . e*. . 

tiuM. cannot refuse, because ho has no 

power over yon, except throngh the volnntary 

document which you signed. It would be a* 


assurance of ipy esteem and friendship, 
you be happya • 

1“ Yours affectionat^, 

‘wN'ArOLEOK. 

“Longwood, Dec. 11th, 1810." 

This letter, sealed and directed to Las Casas, 
was sent to Sir Hudson Lowe. He immediately 
returned it, with the observation that it could 
not be delivered until it should be read and ap¬ 
proved by the governor. The Emperor was re¬ 
clining on In's sofa when the letter was brought 
back. IJo uttered not a word, but, raising hie 
band over his head, took the letter, broke the 
seal, and ret|}rned it without even looking ut the 
messenger. Las Casas was not pemilUt^again 
to see the Emperor. On the 30tli of *tJecember 
he left the island. His gratcfiil heart throbbed 
4itli anguish as^e was thus constrained to 
'abandon the umiappy captive to his awful 
doom. a 

Napoleon said to O'Meara, “*1110 next to bo 


groat consolation to me to knfw that yon were 
on your way to more happy countries# When 

J rou arrive in Europe, whether you go to Eng- 
and or return to Franco, eifficavour to forget the 
evils yon have been called to endure, and be 
happy in the thought of the fidelity you have 
shown towards me, and of the alluction which I 
feel for you. Should yon sec, some day, my 
wife and son, embrace them. For two years I 
have, neither directly nor iudircctly, hoard from 
them. There has been on this island for six 
months a German botikiist, who bad seen them 
in the garden of Sclionbrunn a few months 
before his departure. The barbarians have care¬ 
fully prevented him from coming to give me any 
news respecting them. 

“ In the meantime, be comforted, and console 
my friends. My body, it is true, is exposed to 
the hatred of my enemies. They omit nothing 
that can contribute to satisfy tlieir vet^eance; 
they make me suiter the protracted iortnres of a 
slow death, but Providence ^s too just to allow 
those sufferings to last much longer. The in¬ 
salubrity of this dreadful clima4e, the want of 
everything that tends to support life, will soon, 
I feel, put an end to on existeneft whose Itst 
moments will be an opprobrium to the English 
character; and Europe will one day stigmaUze 
with horror that perfidious and wicked n^n. 
All true Englishmen will disown him as* a 
Briton. * • 

“ As there is every reason to snppose that yon 
will not bo allowed to come and see me before 
your departure, receive my embraces, and the 


tynumy. It is only prolonging their agony to 
keep thim here a few months longer. After 
they have been tekeu away, you will be sent 
off, and then the crime will bo consummated. 

"As to myself, I would never make a com¬ 
plaint if I did not know that, were an inquiry' 
demanded by the nation, your ministor^^uuld 
say, ‘ He has never complained, and tbemore ho 
is conscious that he is well treated, and that 
there are no grounds for it.' Otherwise, I should 
conceive it degrading in me to utter« word; 
though I am so disgusted with the conduct of 
this sbirro, that I shmild, with Uie greatest plea¬ 
sure, receive silio intimation that orders had 
arrived to shoot me. 1 should esteem it os a 
I^Kssing." 

Napoleon continued to seclude himself en¬ 
tirely in his room, and endeavoured to forget hil 
woes in constant mental occupatiqp. He saw uo 
company, lla would not go out and expose 
himself to the indignity of being followed and 
watched wherever he went. 

“ One day,” says Count Montholon, “ I was 
writing froindicdltion, when the volet de ehambrv 
on duty came to inform him that the governor 
had, for the iasl^ half-hour, been insisting on 
entering the Emperor's room, in order to assure 
himself, with his own^fn*, tliat^ he had not 
escaped; and thiPSir lludso# I^e declared 
that he woi^d have the doors forced if they per¬ 
sisted in not opening, ^lem to him. The Em¬ 
peror listened with contemptuous ^indifference, 
and, tuniing round, sait— 

f‘lell Ihy gaqjer tliat it is in his power to 
change his keys for the hatchot of the oxeco- 
tioiier, and tiiat, if be enters, it shall be over • 
corpse.” 
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Sir IIudsoQ Lowe heard this qnswcr, and re¬ 
tired, confounded. • p 

Sir Tboniii.% Strange, Judge oAtlia Supremo 
Court in Calmtta, landed at the island. Sir 
Hudson Lowe requested the Emperor to grant 
him an interview. • ' 

“ Tell the governor," said the Emperor,. “ that 
those who have gone down to the tomb receive 
* no visits; and take care that the Jndge be made 
acquainted with my answer." 

Count Montliolon says, “On receiving this 
answer from General Bertrand, Sir Hudson Lowe 
was unable to restrain his anger, and gave way 
* to violent passion. But the conduct o. Sir 
Thomns Reado was, it possible, 
travacadt^ and it has been said that, on this 
occasion, he made nse of the ToBowing expres¬ 
sions * If 1 were governor, 1 would bring that 
dog of a Frenchman to his^senses. I would 
isolate him fri^n his friends, who are no better 
chan Umself. Then 1 would doprivo him of his 
books. Ho is, in fact, nothing but a iiiiserable 
outjaw, and I would treat, liini as such. By< 
G-t—, it would bo a great service to the King 
of Franco to rid him of snch a fellow oltogether. 
It was a great piece ot cowardice not to have 
sent him at once to a court-martial instead of 
sending him here.' Such were the men by 
whom Sir Hudson Lowe was surrounded." . 

On another occasion, General Mendefwho had 
arrived at the island, was invited to virit Long- 
wood. The letter ftiom the gr^d-marshal was 
delivered unsealed to Sir Hudson Lowe, and by 
*"him handed to General Meade. lie replied, 
“ TI:.?.t he should have been very happy to have 
avRileatJiimself ot the invitation, but that he 
understood restrictions existed, and tlmt he must 
apply to the governor for permission; and that, 
moreoviF, the vessel was under weigh, and he 
could not well detain her." 

“I saw," says Dr. O'Meara, “Sir Hudson 
Lowe ailorwards, who asked General Bona- 
parte had made any observations relative toj 
General Meade’a not having accepted the offe^ j 
^made to him. I replied, that be said that he i 
Vos convinced that Sir Hudson bad prevented 
General Meade from accepting it, and Lad de¬ 
sired mo to tell him that such was his opinion. 
No sooner hod 1 pronounced this than his Excel¬ 
lency’s couuteiiauce changed, and he excliumed, 

in a violent tone of voice,' HoJs a d-d lying 

rascal, a d—blaok-hearteiTvillain. I wished 
General Meade to accept it, and told him to do 
so. None but a blnck>hearte^llain would havo 
entertained such cm idea T^ CkneraJ Bmaparte 
th.at the asserrioD Um^Si^ventSd General Meade 
from going^o sita bim is anfitfamoos lie, and the 
poTBon who said it is a great Bar. yell him my 
exact words.” ’ 1>. O’Msora, of course, declined 
conveying sgch a message to the Emperor. 

January 12<A, As mpoleon rose from the 
talile and took his hat from o%the siRe-board, a 
large rat sprang ont of it au)} ran between Lis 
legs. Tbo incident deeply impressed his friends, 
who painfully contrasted' the rat-infested hovel 


which the l^mpcror now occupied with the splen- 
dolirs of thc/iTuileriGS and St. Cloud. 

I-ebruary fl8/A Dr. O’Meara records-—" Saw 
Sh: llndson Lowe at Plantation House. Found 
him4>usied in examining some newspapers for 
Longwood.. Sir Tiiomas Keade made a long 
harangue on the impropriety of allowing Bona¬ 
parte any newspapers, unless such as had been 
previously inspected bv the governor. Sic Hud¬ 
son Lowe put aside several papers as not being, 
in bis opinion, proper to be sent to Napoleon, 
observing that, liowever strang) it might appear, 
General Bonaparte ought to bo,obliged to him 
for not sending him newspspers indiscriniinately, 
as the perusal of articles written in his own favour 
might excite hopes which, when not ultimately 
rcidizod, could not fail to afilict liim; that, more¬ 
over, the British government thought it improper 
to let him know everything that appeared in the 
newspapers." 

This irritable and vulgar governor, in a moment 
of passion, sont from his library to his captive 
an atrocious Bbel, called the “ Secret Amours of 
Napoleon," and also a book entitled “Famous 
Impostors, or Histories of many Pititiil Wretches 
of Low Birth, of all Nations, who have usurped 
the Office of Emperor, King, or Prince." “ Per¬ 
haps General Bonaparte," said Sir Hudson,'' may 
find some characters'in it resembling himself." 

February 28/A. The Emperor, after a uijbt of 
restlessness and p:un, was deeply dejected. The 
botanist, who had conversed with the Empress and 
her son just befors he loft Germany, was on the 
eve of ll/p doportoro from tho island, without being 
permitted to seo the Emperor. “ In tho most bar¬ 
barous countries,” e/dd Napoleon to Dr. O'Meara, 
with deep emotion, “it would not be prohibited, 
even to a prisoner under sentence of death, to 
have the consolation of conversing with a person 
who had lately aeon hb wife and child. Even in 
tliat worst of courts, the revolutionary tribunal of 
France, such an instance of barbarity and of cal¬ 
lousness to all feeling was never known. And 
your nation, which is ss much cried op for libe¬ 
rality, pernuts such treatment I He must, in- 
d(^d, be abarbaiioD who would deny to a husband 
and a father the consolation of oj^orsing to a 
person who had lately aeen, spoken to, and 
touched bb wiff and child, from whose embrace 
be is for ever separated by the cruel poUcy of the 
few. The Anthropophagi of the South Seas 
would ,^ot practice it Previous to devouring 
their'Viotiius, they would allo^ them tho conso¬ 
lation of seeing and conversmg with each other. 
The cruelties which ore practiced here would bo 
disavowed by pannibals." 4s the Emperor ut¬ 
tered these woras, his voice faltered, and hoatrovo 
uiiavailingly to conceal the pangs with which 
his heart was lacerated. 

March 2ntl. Napoleon was lying languidly 
upon the sofa. In conversation, ho said to Dr. 
(#Meara, “ In the papers th^ make me serve 
for ii(ll*pUrpose8, and say wSfatever suite th^ 
vi^wa Your ministera have Uttle scruple in 
having reconrse to falsehood when they think it 
will forward any object they have in view. It is 
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dwaya dlslionouraWa ami base to Mlo tbe un- j March IM. aDr. O’Meara raeonJe—Saw Na» 
fortunate, an4 doubly so when in I’our power, j polcou in iiialbath. Ho w*ft reatUnji: the New 

Tcatattlont. 1 could not help iMnarkinir tliat 


and when yon hold a padlock upon the mouth 
to prerent a reply." ^ 

Marcit 3rd. The Emperor |ppeaiod quite 
cheerAil and animated. As he paced the floor, 
he turned to Dr. O'Meara and said, “ What sort 
of a man did' yen taka me to be bofora yon 
became my surgeon ? What did you think of 
^^y character? Give me yonr real opinion 
frankly." ^ . 

“ I thought yon to be a man," O'Meara ret- 
’ plied, “ whose stupendous talents were only to bo 
equalled by your measureless ambition j and, 
although 1 did not give credit to oue-tsnth part 
of the libels which 1 liad'read against yon, still I 
believed that you would not hesitate to commit 
a crime when you found it to be necessary, or 
thought it to be useful to you." 

“Tliat is just the answer I expected," the 
Emperor replied, "and is, perhaps, the opiuion^* 
of Lord lioll.'ind, and even of numbers of the 
French. Now, tiie fact is, that I not only never 
committed ^uy crimes, but 1 never even thought 
of doing so. I have always advanced with the 
opinion of great miisses and with events. I 
have always thought but little of the opinion 
of individuals, but of that of the public a great 
dcffl Of what use, then, would crime have been 
to me ? • , 

“ In spite of all the libels, I have no fear wbat-j 
ever abont my fame. Poster!^ will do mo jas>_ 
ticc. The good I have done will be compared 
with the faults which I have committee^ I have 
framed and carried into ^f^ct a code of laws 
that will bear my name to most distant 
posterity. From nothing, I raised myself to be 
the most powerful monarch in the world. My 
ambition was great, but it was caused by events 
and the opinion of great bodies. 1 have idways 
been of opinion that die sovereignty lay in tne 
people. In fact, the imperial government was a. 


the voice of the nation, my maxim was, the 
career open to talents, without distinodon of 
birth or fortune; and this system of eqnslfity 
is the reason that your oligarchy bat^ me so 
much.” 

March lOtA A ship arriveS from England, 
briiiMg, with other things, a boofi* written by a 
Mr. Warden in a friendly Sfurit, descrij^ing the 
appearance of theiEmporor on board the 't,j|fortfa- 
uitiberland." The Emperor perum the^hook 
with interest, and remarked— 

“The foundation of it is trae^ hat he has 
badly understood i^hat was said fo bqh. Warden 
doss not nndeiptand French. & has 
wrong in making me speak In rae 
has done. Instead of liavbg It stated ^at it 
bud been conveyed through on interpreter, he 
puts down almost everything as if X nliyd 
epeaking to him all the time, and a« if jie comd 
have understood me. Cousequendy, he libs put 
into my mouth expressions unwmrdiy of ma,saod 
Bet in my style. Any person who knows ma 
will iwadily see that k is not in Biy style.* 


help 

suaay people would not believe ^hat be^would 
read each abooki as it had been asserted, and 
credited bywnlb. that he was an nnbeliever.” 

The Empefoi smiled and replied, “ Nevertbs* 
less, it Is not true. I am far ftom being an 
Atb^. hi spite of all the iniquities and frauds * 
of die teachers of religion, I did everything iu 
my power to re-restabluh r^igtouj Bnt 1 wished 
to render it the foundadou and prop of morality 
and good priaciples, and not a mere attadti of 
die human lawa Mao has need of something 
wonderful. ^oreov«r, religion is a great couso* 
lotion and resource to those who posseSFlC." 

April 8rd. ** Before my rdgn," said die Em* 
poror, “ the oath takmi by die Fmcb kings was 
to exterminate alFhormioal At my corouadon, 

I swore to fwoteot all worships?" 

AprU 4rA Dr. OMasra glvA the following 

S gcoimt of the condition of the Emperor’s resi- 
euce at Longwood j-- 

“ The rats are in numbers t^nost LaerediUe. 

I have freqoendy seen them assemble like br&ds 
of chickens round the ofr4 dmxws out of the 
kitchen. The floors and wooden partidons which 
separated the rOomswere perforated with holes 
in every direction. It is diffic^ for any person 
who haswiot actnaUy lieard it to form an idea of 
tha noise caused these animals rohning up and 
down between the pardUons, and gsUoping in 
flocks in the gftrets. At night, Vrben disturbed 
by their entrance into my climber, and by tbeij^ 
running over me in bed, 1 have flrequently ttimsrn 
my boots, the boot-jao)^ and overything^^uld 
readily reach, at them, withont intimidating 
them in the slightest degree, to effect which 1 
have been at last obliged to get out of bed to 
drive them away. * 

“ The wretched aqd ruinons state of the build* 
ing, the roofs ^nd ceiling of .which were chiefly 


kind of republic. Colkd to the head of it byl formed of vooa, and covered with brown paper, 

.1 -- 1 . .L--r-- *’--Umoared with a composition of pitch and tar, 

together with the partidons bdng wiefly of wood, 
greatly favoured the introduction of those anU 
mall, and •was productive of another great incon- 
veniemm, as the qpmpositioo, wflen heated by 
the rays of the sun, melted and ran off, leaving a 
number of chinks open, throngh which tho heavy 
tropical rams entmred in torrents. Countess Mon* 
tbolou was rqpealedly obliged to rise in the uight 
to ifoift her own and her ebfldten’s beds to dine* 
rent parts of tbe«room, in order to escape being 
deluged. The construction Of tha roofs rendered 
this.irremediable, as a fim^hoiOT of sunshine pro. 
duced fresh crac^ Affw my fall into 
the hai|ds of sos^readers whw mar iio( credit 
the above dbsciflption of Longwood House, I beg 
tfo call the atteudon fllhre^iMtable peteohs who 
may Woeb at St. Hejpna to tht^siiate of tba 
bouse in winch tho exiled sovereign of France 
breathed Tiis htsfr idler six years of captivity." 

Maif 22nd, AU English gentleniaa spoke 
with contempt of Lotfls XVUi. The Emperor 
repUed- , 
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vHekme to denyaglonoas fact—to acknowledgo 
tha Aam« of mj oountiy. They will ha'te it 
that Fraaoe bad xio right to placo thr impenal 
erowD on luf bead, and piatend to wa^h away, 
by a decree of.Sir Hudsra Lowe, tli<. holy oil 
wi^ whioh tpa Vioarof Cbriri anointed mv 
finahead. Tw OaiiaiiO of Omeral Bonaparte was 
the one whiofa I bore at Oanipo Formio and at 
Loneville, wlion 1 dictated terms to the hmpe 
ror of Aostria. 1 bore it alt Amiens wh<>n 1 
signed the peace with Etmland I should be 
proud to bear it still, bat the honour of 1 1 ime 
^rbids me to acknowledge the right of tlu King 
of England to annul tho acts of the Iicnch 
people. My intention was to take the name of 
Duroc. Your ministers, and their hired assas¬ 
sin, Sir Hudson Lowe, oblige me, by their igno 
ble intrigues on this subject, to retain the title 
of the ^peror Napoleon If your govennpeut 
denies my right to this title, it acknowledges 
implioitiy that Louis XVllI reigned in France 
at the time when I signed the peace Amiens, 
and when the Lords l^udeo'dale and Castlereagh 
hcigotiated with my plenipotentiaries 

1 always desind peace, and a sincere peace, 
with En^and. 1 wished to fill up the abyss of 
revelui^ai, and to re^nstruct, without shaking, 
the European edifice, to the advantage of all, by 
employing kbgs to beetofr on Continent^ Eu¬ 
rope the blessings of CoRsdtutions—a blessing 
which yeitr oountry as WeU as mine only ac¬ 
quired at tiM price of a fearful social commotion- 
t repeat that I alefteje desired peace I only 
fbngbt to obtain It. The Congress of Vienna 
tbimts tlmt it will secure tins blesung to Europe, 
lit is deoritmdi War, an^a ternble war, is being 
hatched oader rim a^es of the empire Sooner 
or ibteir, Mtioes will orarilr avenge me of the 
ingrnrita^ ^ (he kh^ whom I crowned and 
nmdoped. TbU the Pnnoe Itegent—.-tell tho 
jE^arifaiment, nf whkh you are a principal mem- 
ber-*-riiatL I #pnt, as a ikvour, the axe of tha 
iria ns axampio ^ egtnntiflAffitOptttiaBfadtothe Outragesofmy 
' ogghii^Tiiihtal. gwdsw,^ 

(Ntfvaathopatr Hontbokm, beard 

with f^etww th^iwmsilrinla of • great and 
Bo 414 not seek to 
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